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Property tax values on Or-
ange County homes were up 
4% on average as of Jan. 1, 
2020 and if the tax rates set 
by local governments in Au-
gust and September only stay 
the same as they were last 
year, the average homeowner 
will see their 2020 tax bill go 
up by the same 4%.

A rise in property values 
and a raise in tax rates would 
put a double whammy on 
taxpayers.

Orange County Commis-
sioners voted 4-1 Tuesday to 
set their proposed tax rate at 
58.648 cents per $100 of tax-
able property value.

The tax rate will not be 
voted upon until after an 
Aug. 18 public hearing and 
would mean an increase of 

about 4.45 cents per $100 
value from the rate of 54.2 
cents per $100, a rate that 
has remained steady since 
2017.

The final tax rate may not 
be higher than the proposed 
tax rate but it can be lower.

Robert Viator, Precinct 4 
Commissioner, voted against 
the higher number, saying, “I 
cannot support a rate higher 
than our current tax rate.”

The proposed tax rate 
would increase country tax-
es for the owner of a house 
taxed at $100,000 value 
$44.50 a year, or less than $4 
more per month.

“My goal is not to get to 
586,” said County Judge John 
Gothia, who will work with 
department heads and Coun-
ty Auditor Pennee Schmitt 
on next year’s budget. “My 
goal is 542. I just need to 

know where my number is, 
where I need to start work at.

“But it [the 58.648 per $100 
rate] does allow some flexi-
bility if we need it. Hopeful-
ly, we don’t.”

Orangefield Superinten-
dent Shaun McAlpin joined 

Gothia in stressing that a 
proposed rate increase is 
only a worst-case scenario if 
August budget prep can’t 
trim the number before it’s 
finalized.

Orangefield school trust-
ees voted Monday night to 

propose a rate of $1.15 per 
$100, which is nearly 3 cents 
below last year’s rate. But 
property values in OFISD 
went up 5.6%.

That means the owner of 
the average homestead ex-
empted house worth $91,650 

last year saw his homestead 
value increased to $96,879 
for 2020 and will pay 
$1,115.73 in taxes, an in-
crease of $35.77 per year or 
$2.91 per month.

John Gothia was not one of 
two politicians running for 
office in Orange County this 
year to raise more than 
$30,000.

But he got close.
And the man who won the 

County Judge election with 
about 75% of the votes is the 
only one to have saved 
$21,000 of his campaign dol-
lars.

Meanwhile, Rex Peveto, 
judge elect for the 163rd Dis-
trict Court, spent more than 
$60,000 to win a job that 
pays $158,000, almost never 
draws a re-election challenge 
and has an awesome retire-
ment plan.

All this comes from cam-
paign finance reports filed 
with the state and county 
July 15.

While the general election 
is not scheduled until No-
vember, those who ran in the 
March 3 Republican Primary 
have no Democratic oppo-
nents in November, so March 
3 was their election.

So what’s Gothia doing 
with all that green?

“Well, I will run some ads, 
but I can hold the money un-
til my next election,” he said.

“I’ll hold it until I decide to 
run again and then I can use 
it on the next one.”

Campaign funds are re-
stricted in their usage.

Gothia’s opponent in the 
primary was Vidor blueberry 
farmer Ernest Bayard, who 
reported no fund-raising and 
only $4,000 in expenses.

Gothia’s primary expenses 
were for yard signs and a few 
newspaper ads.

Elected as County Com-
missioner in 2016, Gothia 
was appointed as County 
Judge on a fill-in basis last 
summer. His election to the 

job that pays $107,140 per 
year was for a two-year term 
that officially begins Jan. 1, 
2021 to run through 2022.

Final election reports, due 
July 20, show Michael Catt 
and Rob Strause, unsuccess-
ful candidates for 163rd Dis-
trict Court Judge and Sheriff, 
each topped $30,000 in re-
ported contributions while 
Gothia bagged up $28,100 in 
contributions.

“I could have raised more,” 
he said, noting he didn’t list 
any incoming funds in his fi-
nal report. “I asked them to 
quit sending me money.”

Peveto, the son of a former 
Texas legislator, spent more 
than $47,000 with DDM 
Marketing of Lumberton, a 
one-stop marketing firm that 
designed his advertising and 
displayed it on social media, 
billboards, television, radio 
and newspapers.

In the July report, he listed 
$28,789 in expenses between 
Feb. 23 and June 30. That 
brought his campaign’s total 
expenses to $62,740, based 
on four filings in 2020.

His July report included 
checks of $18,808 and $2,942 
to DDM. His last campaign 
filing in February included a 
$25,510 check to DDM.

Peveto’s July report showed 
$1,500 in contributions, a 
pair of checks from Orange 
attorneys written after the 
election.

Catt’s final report shows 
he raised $8,750 in political 
contributions between Feb. 

Gothia givers fuel 
judge’s future runs

Covid, values hike trigger tax concern

The Texas Department of 
Transportation has come 
under fire from both city and 
county officials in recent 
weeks.

Orange City Councilman 
Pat Pullen, a retired police 
captain, took on the state 
agency in a recent news con-
ference to make public his 
pleas for streetlights along 
MacArthur Drive.

They are pleas that have so 
far met a brick wall.

Orange County Commis-
sioner Johnny Trahan re-
ported in a statement to the 
General Land Office his up-
set with TxDOT over its road 
projects which he says are 
hampering drainage in north 
Orange, also complaining 
about a lack of cooperation.

Asked for comments, Sar-
ah Dupre, public informa-
tion for TxDOT’s Beaumont 
District, forwarded general 
statements.

“TxDOT is currently 

working with local munici-
palities and the drainage dis-
trict to determine projects 
which would improve drain-
age throughout Orange 
County,” stated the email 
sent by Dupre.

Regarding MacArthur 
Drive, which Pullen says has 
been the cause of five night-
time auto-pedestrian fatali-
ties since 2007, TxDOT’s re-
sponse was to remind of its 
announced plan to shut 
down the two outside auto 
lanes and convert them into 
bike/pedestrian lanes.

As it said when first an-
nouncing the upcoming 
project, the reply said light-
ing might be added later.

That’s not what Pullen 
wanted to hear.

“I did some research and 
there’s never been a fatality 
during the day,” Pullen said 
of the stretch between 
16th Street and the intersec-
tion of Strickland Drive.

“In each of the nighttime 
fatalities, illumination was a 
factor. Maybe all of those 

people and children would 
be alive right now if there 
were lights.”

Pullen listed the four auto-
pedestrian incidents. The ac-
cident sites run from the 
NAPA Auto Parts Store to 
just west of Granger Chevro-
let:

Jan. 24, 2007, 5:23 a.m., 
2900 block of MacArthur, a 
38-year-old man struck by 
car and killed.

Nov. 23, 2011, 6:35 p.m., 
2500 block of MacArthur, a 
22-year-old woman and her 
2-year-old daughter, struck 
by a car. The adult survived, 
not her child.

Jan. 2, 2015, 8:05 p.m., 
2200 block of MacArthur, a 
26-year-old woman and her 
6-year-old daughter, struck 

by a car and both died.
June 22, 2020, 9:44 p.m., 

1900 block of MacArthur, a 
72-year-old man on a bicycle 
struck by a car and died a few 
days later.

  “I’ve had several meetings 
with TxDOT and each time 
they told me they didn’t have 
enough money for us,” Pul-
len said. “Except the last 
time, they have a new super-
visor. He wanted to tell us 
about the new sidewalk.

“There wasn’t a warm wel-
come to that. If you put a 
bike/walk lane [in place of a 
traffic lane], they will just be 
closer to traffic. It makes no 
sense. Drivers turning right 
off MacArthur to go to a 
shopping center, or pulling 
out from one, will have to 
cross the sidewalk.”

That stretch of MacArthur 
is in TxDOT’s jurisdiction 
because it’s also known as 
Texas 87. The north side is in 
the Pinehurst city limits and 
the south side is in West Or-
ange.

Together again: Exmark of Orange adds new team member

Last week Exmark of Orange manager Robert Rayon had a request for owner Mark Frey. Rayon, who has spent a lifetime in the 
power and lawn equipment business wanted to bring in one of his former co-workers to join the Exmark of Orange team. Upon 
describing his candidate the answer was affirmative. The announcement came on Monday, “Exmark of Orange would like to wel-
come Bridgett Bethea to our team. Bridgett has four years of experience in outdoor power equipment.  Robert Rayon and Bridgett 
Bethea worked side by side in previous years and would like to invite all of their past customers to come see them at Exmark of 
Orange.” Exmark of Orange and Honda of Orange are owned by Mark Frey and Ed Van Huis who are gearing up for their next ven-
ture Columbanus Motor Sports, located at 3500 Interstate 10, and is set to open as the new Southeast Texas dealership for Indian 
Motorcycles next spring. The new business will feature Honda motorcycles, ATVs as well as Exmark lawn and power equipment 
sales and maintenance.

TxDOT draws fire from Orange leaders
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 COVID-19 IN TEXAS

FREE
Hearing

Screening
Call 

today!

Life is calling... Do you hear it?
Don’t let hearing loss separate you from the things you enjoy most in life.

Valid Through 08/14/2020

Digital Hearing Instruments

40% OFF
regular price
on a set of select 
models. Call for 
details.

Valid Through 08/14/2020

BTE or Custom Made

for hearing loss
up to 35 dba

$795**
each

Reg.
$995

Imagine...
• Hearing your grand-children’s voices clearly
• Being able to understand conversations in noisy rooms
• Not having to ask people to repeat themselves
• Listening to the television without disturbing others

New Technology...
• New digital noise filtering, for large crowds
• Connect to your TV, phone, and more 
• Emphasis on speech clarity
• Filters unwanted noise
• No more whistle and squeal
• Remote control for easy adjustments

• FREE Hearing Screening
• FREE Otoscopic inspection of 

your ear canal to check for wax 
build-up

• FREE Hearing Technology Demo
• FREE Hearing Aid Check-up
• FREE 2-Way Texting Device 

(Tablet or Smartphone) or 
Amplified Phone***

Come by and bring a copy of your 
photo ID and we will process 
your application.

Hearing 
Health Care 

Event
August 10 - 14, 2020

9 am - 5 pm

Call Monday - Friday • 9 am to 5 pm

1-888-464-8896
Orange • 105 Camellia Ave.

Nederland • 2190 Hwy 365 (closed Fridays)
Beaumont • 6656 Phelan Blvd.

WE ACCEPT MOST MAJOR INSURANCES. ASK ABOUT OUR SPECIAL FINANCING OPTIONS* 

Beaumont • Nederland • Orange • Bay City • Bastrop • Gonzales 
Cedar Park • Kirbyville • Lake Jackson • Lumberton • Trinity

www.BrownHearingCenters.com 
*SUBJECT TO CREDIT APPROVAL. NOT AVAILABLE WITH ANY OTHER DISCOUNTS, OFFERS, OR PRIOR PURCHASES. **$795 BASED ON PURCHASE OF 2 AIDS. CALL FOR DETAILS. ***PROVIDED EVERY 5 

YEARS BY THE STATE OF TEXAS FOR RESIDENTS WITH A HEARING LOSS. LIMIT 1 PER HOUSEHOLD. NO PURCHASE NECESSARY. 2-WAY TEXTING DEVICE REQUIRES HIGH-SPEED INTERNET - NOT INCLUDED. 

Emma Platoff,
Edgar Walters and
Sarh R. Champgne
The Texas Tribune

Accurate and up-to-date 
coronavirus data is critical 
— not just for informing the 
officials making policy, but 
for parents trying to decide 
whether to send their kids to 
day care and business own-
ers wondering whether to re-
open their stores.

But Texas officials keep 
correcting the data — wheth-
er it’s because of human er-
ror, shifting benchmarks or 
bureaucratic changes. Last 
week, Texas increased its 
coronavirus fatality toll by 
hundreds of people — then 
lowered it again, lending fuel 
to skeptics who question the 
accuracy of the government 
data. The state does not typi-
cally report complete hospi-
talization data, and during a 
recent week was reporting 
even less than usual. And a 
myriad of tests with varying 
accuracy have confused its 
metrics, with some local 
health departments includ-
ing test results the state con-
siders unreliable.

Experts say the state’s 
coronavirus data is useful as 
long as users understand its 
limitations — and can iden-
tify misinformation cam-
paigns that attempt to dis-
credit it. Generating precise, 
comprehensive data about a 
previously unknown virus 
that has infected millions is 
next to impossible. Rapidly 
changing testing technology, 
inconsistent data collection 
processes and an evolving 
understanding of the virus’ 
effects on the human body 
have complicated the state’s 
herculean task of reporting 
health data that researchers, 
policymakers, journalists 
and the public devour each 
day.

“The overall data are reli-
able in showing what is hap-
pening with COVID-19 in 

Texas, particularly when tak-
en together,” said Chris Van 
Deusen, a spokesman for the 
Texas Department of State 
Health Services.

“What we collect and pub-
lish every day is provisional 
data that hasn’t yet gone 
completely through those 
rigorous checks and is sub-
ject to change,” Van Deusen 
said. “Because of that, not ev-
ery piece of data will not be 
precise 100% of the time, and 
we don’t expect it to be, but it 
is accurate enough to let us 

know what’s happening and 
guide our response.”

The Texas Department of 
State Health Services coro-
navirus dashboard updates 
daily with new numbers of 
confirmed cases, tests per-
formed, deaths and more, 
with limited demographic 
information and some num-
bers broken out by county. 
Texas fares well on data 
transparency in comparison 
with other states, earning an 
A for the quality of its data 
from The Atlantic’s COVID 
Tracking Project, one of the 
most robust U.S. resources 
on the virus.

“From a purely informa-
tional point of view, the 
[state] dashboard is helpful. 
… If you’re actually working 
in data with COVID-19, try-
ing to inform policy or dis-
ease modeling, those re-
searchers are well aware of 
the limitations that we have 
right now,” said Angela Clen-
denin, an epidemiologist at 
the Texas A&M University 
School of Public Health. 
“There’s utility in it because 
we recognize that it’s imper-
fect.”

But over the past four 
months, data errors have 

plagued several important 
metrics that the state re-
ports, mistakes that have the 
potential to mislead deci-
sion-makers about the virus’ 
true course and to feed dan-
gerous misinformation nar-
ratives. Those risks are par-
ticularly urgent at a time 
when epidemiologists are 
calling for protective mea-
sures such as mask-wearing 
and keeping distance from 
others.

“It’s only with the data that 
I can make a prediction” or 

policy recommendations, 
said Rajesh Nandy, a profes-
sor of biostatistics and epide-
miology at the University of 
North Texas Health Science 
Center who recently ana-
lyzed whether mask orders 
slowed viral transmission in 
North Texas.

“Of course we want the 
data as reliable as possible, 
but nothing is perfect,” said 
Nandy, who as a public 
health researcher is used to 
adjusting for data discrepan-
cies.

Last week, the state had to 
twice correct its tally of coro-
navirus fatalities.

On Monday, the state 
counted hundreds of previ-
ously unreported deaths af-
ter switching how it tallied 
fatalities. Previously, it had 
relied on local officials’ re-
cords; now, it relies on data 
from death certificates.

By Thursday, state officials 
issued a mea culpa, removing 
several hundred deaths that 
had been erroneously count-
ed because of an “automation 
error.”

The significant correction 
set off a scramble for re-
searchers. And the reaction 
on social media was swift, 

providing fuel to incorrect 
claims made by virus skep-
tics who said that death tal-
lies include fatalities of CO-
VID-positive individuals 
who died by other means, 
like car accidents. They do 
not.

In the end, the state’s re-
ported coronavirus death 
toll grew by 8% after ac-
counting for the new meth-
odology and the subsequent 
correction.

“Of course, all data has 
limitations, and there are 
times we get updated or bet-
ter information, and we 
make changes as quickly and 
transparently as possible,” 
Van Deusen said. The 
amount of data officials are 
collecting during the coro-
navirus pandemic and the 
speed at which they’re shar-
ing it, he said, “is unlike any-
thing public health has ever 
done before.”

“In normal circumstances, 
there is a months-long pro-
cess of reconciling informa-
tion and doing quality checks 
before publishing final data 
on infectious diseases. That’s 
not nearly fast enough for 
COVID-19, so we and our 
partners have to move much 
more quickly,” he said.

The state’s new method of 
counting deaths has created 
discrepancies with local tal-
lies. The state is reporting 
hundreds more Harris Coun-
ty deaths than Harris Coun-
ty leaders are. It’s just the op-
posite in Hidalgo County, 
part of the hard-hit Rio 
Grande Valley, where local 
leaders are reporting hun-
dreds more dead than the 
state claims.

State health officials say 
local leaders may be incor-
rectly including deaths of 
people who did not live in 
Hidalgo County. Local lead-
ers say the state’s death cer-
tificates have been delayed, 
leading to incorrect reports 
— and that they weren’t con-
sulted before the state an-

nounced a major change in 
its reporting methods.

State officials have said 
they are doing their best un-
der trying and unprecedent-
ed circumstances.

Even under the best cir-
cumstances, the state’s data 
paints an incomplete picture 
of the virus’ spread. Re-
searchers estimate that the 

true number of coronavirus 
cases could be more than 10 
times the number of positive 
tests. As many as half of the 
people who contract the vi-
rus may never experience 
symptoms, making their cas-
es hard to include. Death 
tolls are also undercounted, 
researchers agree — the 
question is by how much.

Why Texas’ coronavirus data comes with caveats
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The American Legion Post 49 located at 108 Green Ave. in 
Orange will hold a Pork Loin plate lunch fundraiser from 11 
am to 1 pm on Thursday, August 6.  The cost is $9.00 and in-
cludes Pork Loin Steak, rice & gravy, corn, sweet potatoes, 
bread & dessert.  Walk-ins welcome and delivery is available.  
Call 409-886-1241 after noon on Wed., August 5 and before 
9 am on Thur., August 6 for orders or delivery.  Coronavirus 
precautions observed.

American Legion Orange 
Pork Loin Fund Raiser

Experts say the state’s  coronavi-
rus data is useful as long as users 

understand its limitations.
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See Our Full Inventory Of New & Preowned Vehicles At SabineRiverFord.com

YOUR HOMETOWN
FORD DEALER

1601 GREEN AVENUE - ORANGE - (409) 883-3581

Shop Hundreds Of New and Preowned Vehicles

www.SabineRiverFord.com 

2013 Honda Accord Sdn 
Sport Sedan

2.4L 4 Cyl., Variable Trans., Exterior Color: 
Gray,  Interior Color: Black, Mileage: 64841, 

Stock #P2233

$12,443

2018 Subaru Impreza 
Premium Sedan

2.0L 4 Cyl., Variable Trans., Exterior: Mag-
netite Gray Metallic, Interior: Black,

Mileage: 45715 Stock #: P2226

$16,871

2015 Chevrolet
Equinox LTZ SUV

3.6L 6 Cyl., Auto. Trans.,  Exterior: Tungsten 
Metallic Interior: Jet Black, Mileage: 47021,

Stock No. P2215

$15,491

2017 Ford Escape SE 
SUV

1.5L 4 Cyl., Automatic Trans,  Exterior 
Color: Black Interior Color: Medium Light 

Stone, Mileage: 21930, Stock #: P2237

$15,309

2018 Ford F-150 Lariat
SuperCrew Cab

5.0L 8 Cyl., Auto. Trans.,  Exterior: Black, 
Interior: Black, Mileage: 99085

Stock #: P2230

$30,823

2018 Nissan Altima 2.5 
SL Sedan

2.5L 4 Cyl., Variable Trans.,  Exterior Color: 
Gun Metallic,  Interior Color: Charcoal,

Mileage: 47653, Stock #P2234

$14,203

2017 Ford Taurus
SEL Sedan

3.5L 6 Cyl., Auto. Trans., Exterior: Blue
Interior: Dune, Mileage: 34827

Stock #: P2227

$15,793

2016 Toyota Camry
Hybrid XLE Sedan

2.5L 4 Cyl., Variable Trans., Exterior: Blue, 
Interior: Black,  Mileage: 43617

Stock #: P2221

$16,696

“This rate will not be offi-
cial until the board acts on it 
Aug. 31,” McAlpin said, not-
ing that’s the night of the 
public rate hearing as well.

“For the homeowner, it’s a 
fine balance. You want your 
home values to increase 
gradually, in case you decide 
to sell someday. It also allows 
your equity to increase. But 
nobody likes paying higher 
taxes.”

Bridge City’s city council 
voted Tuesday night to set its 
proposed tax rate at 54.08 
cents per $100, a decrease of 
2.2% from last year’s rate of 
55.35. But with property val-
ues going up 4.5%, the aver-
age BC homesteader will see 
a minimal rise in 2020 city 
taxes of $13.01 per year if 
that proposed rate is adopt-
ed.

West Orange-Cove school 
district starts its fiscal year 
in July, unlike other area dis-
tricts that face a September 
deadline. Counties and cities 
start their fiscal years in Oc-

tober.
WOC saw a 2% decrease in 

homestead property values. 
It voted on a 1.25 cent per 
$100 cut in tax rate, to $1.31 
per $100. That will save the 
district’s average homestead-
er $16.48 in taxes.

Because of the national di-
saster that is the ongoing 
COVID-19 pandemic, some 
local taxing entities won’t 
rule out raising their tax 
rates as they prepare their 
2021 budgets and seek to 
navigate the unplanned ex-
penses brought on by the 
health crisis.

Texas taxing entities like 
counties, cities and school 
districts, were supposed to 
see tighter restrictions on 
raising tax rates go into ef-
fect for 2020, thanks to 
the  Texas Property Tax Re-
form and Transparency Act 
of 2019.

But the new law included a 
provision that taxing units 
could apply the old rules for 
their 2020 taxes if their 

county was hit by an official-
ly declared disaster.

Orange County has been 
the victim of two disasters – 
the ongoing coronavirus and 
Tropical Storm Imelda in 
2019 for which school dis-
tricts, cities and the county 
received no federal disaster 
reimbursement funds.

Last week, County Com-
missioners directed that the 
voter approval tax rate be 
calculated at 8%, invoking 
the disaster waiver. If not the 
voter approval tax rate, 
which used to be called the 
rollback rate, would be 3.5%.

Pinehurst City Council 
made the same move at its 
July 21 meeting.

The law in Texas had re-
quired counties or cities to 
get taxpayers’ permission -- 
via an election -- if they 
wanted to raise their annual 
tax rates more than 8% of the 
effective tax rate – the rate 
that would raise the same 
number of property taxes as 
were raised the previous year 

(the effective tax rate is 
called the “no new revenue 
tax rate” under the act).

The rollback rate was 5% 
for schools; now the voter 
approval tax rate is 2.5%.

“The Legislature told citi-
zens they were going to con-
trol tax rate and that’s what 
they did,” Gothia said. “Our 
intent is not to go up any. 
This [disaster waiver] is in 
case we need it.

“If we’d have been under 
the 3.5% rule last year, I’d 
have had to cut $1.4 million 
out of the budget. The cost of 
operating the county as a 
whole continues to rise. Just 
like it does any business. 
Nothing goes down.”

Orange County last week 
posted a schedule of salary 
increases for 10 of its 25 
elected officials, but Gothia 
said the dollars reflected – 
three-figure hikes in most 
cases – were merely longevi-
ty pay, based on experience. 
Although those extra dollars 
are not optional, state law re-
quires they be posted, Gothia 
said.

In five cases, salaries will 
be less this year because new 
office holders hold those 
jobs, replacing others who 
drew longevity pay.

Gothia said the county 
could not afford to give em-
ployee pay raises this year.

“We know our county em-
ployees are not paid any-
where where they need to be 

but we can’t give them raises 
this year, maybe not next 
year,” the judge said. “If we 
give raises next year [under 
the 3.5% voter approval tax 
rate], we’ve got to go cut 
somebody.

“This is a tight year, but 
next year is going to be 
worse.”

409-738-2070

Tax concerns   From Page 1

Local election spending
From Page 1

27, less than a week before 
the March 3 Republican Pri-
mary and March 24.

The money included eight 
$1,000 checks, six from 
Beaumont attorneys and law 
firms, and it pushed him to 
$33,839 in political contribu-
tions for the campaign.

The Orange attorney spent 
a total of $43,160, which is 
more than $10 for each of the 
4,000-plus votes he got.

Peveto, another Orange at-
torney, beat him in the battle 
for the open seat by a 59% to 
41% margin.

Catt’s July 20 expense re-
port included $31,970 in ex-
penses for the period be-
tween Feb. 23 and July 15, in-
cluding $28,512 spent with 
Neil-Troy Advertising in 
Beaumont, and a $500 late 
filing fine payable.

Lane Mooney defeated 
Strause in a tightly contested 

election to replace a retiring 
Sheriff Keith Merritt. The 
winning margin was  52% to 
48%.

Strause reported $15,773 
in contributions on his first 
campaign filing in January 
and hit $30,186 overall with 
his Feb. 24 filing.

Strause’s final report was 
late arriving and not includ-
ed in this report.

Mooney showed $1,000 in 
contributions for the final 
period, bringing his cam-
paign in at about $25,000.

Mooney

As the number of confirmed COVID-19 cases skyrocket in Orange County, the mysterious re-
spiratory disease is affecting those under 30 years of age at a higher rate. It remains to be seen 
how the return of students to classrooms will move the numbers.          COVID GRAPH: Dave Rogers
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From The Creaux’s Nest

ALL’S WELL THAT ENDS WELL

Our tax assessor and friend Karen Fisher underwent 
heart surgery Tuesday morning to repair a valve in her 
heart. She feared the procedure done at Baptist Hospital 
in Beaumont would include having to crack her chest. The 
doctors were able to make the repair by going through her 
groin. She was out of surgery by 9:00 A.M. and in recovery. 
Her husband was able to visit with her later. By afternoon 
she was resting well. Karen is expected to be out from 
work for about three weeks. What a great lady. We’re glad 
for her that all went well.*****I never would have dreamed 
that after not being an at home husband for over 65 years, 
I could stay locked in for going on three months. I can’t 
wait to get on the road again making memories with my 
friends. Come along, I promise it won’t do you no harm.

PROBE OF TRUMP’S TAX RECORDS 
GOES BEYOND SEX HUSH MONEY

President Donald Trump’s main concern about his re-
election is to run out the clock on time limits for prosecu-
tion. Manhattan District Attorney Cyrus Vance Jr. sug-
gested Monday that an investigation into President 
Trump ranges far beyond disguised payments to alleged 
mistresses prior to the 2016 election. As part of a continu-
ing fight to obtain eight years of Trump’s personal and 
business tax records, Vance’s prosecutors asserted in 
court documents Monday that their grand jury subpoena 
was issued at a time when the Trump organization was at 
the center of “allegations of possible criminal activity dat-
ing back over a decade, not payments made to adult film 
actress Stormy Daniels and former Playboy model Karen 
McDougal, who claimed affairs with Trump before he 
was elected.” The battle for Trump’s tax returns and fi-
nancial records has raged on since the Supreme Court 
ruled last month that the president lacks immunity from 
criminal investigation, paving the way for Vance to re-
sume an effort to obtain the documents. Carey Dunne, 
general counsel for the Manhattan DA’s office noted that 
the subject of the investigation, Trump Organization, is 
based in New York City. Since the Supreme Court deci-
sion, the fight has moved to a New York federal district 
court.

TRUMPS TEAM VS 
HANNITY AND TUCKER

There are two games going on in Trump’s re-election 
campaign. The team running the campaign wants to high-
light accomplishments and focus on a platform in the sec-
ond term. They are being rebuffed by FOX hosts Tucker 
Carlson and Sean Hannity. A couple of weeks ago, Sean 
said, “In the last 100 days we are going to run an earth 
scorching campaign against Joe. We’ll dig up 50 years of 
voting records, we won’t leave a stone unturned.”  I figure 
what we will see is more of the same on Biden’s adult son 
Hunter, Burisma, probably more on China and tying Joe 
to some Obama policies. Both of the FOX News host are 
attempting to throw Trump’s son-in-law Jared Kushner 
under the bus, claiming he has been giving Trump bad ad-
vice. The AP reports the Trump campaign has spent $6.5 
million to air the “Biden is slipping” ad. Since then polls 
show that 52.7% of voters believe Biden is mentally and 
physically prepared to be president versus 43% for Trump. 
A Biden spokesman said, “I think Trump at 35 was unfit 
to be president and he’s 74 now and even more unfit. Biden 
was writing laws when he was in his twenties.” What I be-
lieve will backfire on the Trump bunch is that they have 
heightened expectations for Trump’s debate performanc-
es while lowering the bar for Biden’s performance. On 
substance Biden is far more astute. He has served in every 
committee in the senate and was chairman of several. 
Biden is considered an expert in foreign affairs. Trump’s 
stabbing to paint Biden mentally unfit will backfire on the 
debate stage because it will be Biden’s knowledge against 
Trump’s showmanship. At other times, being a clown 
might have worked for Trump but not this time. The 
country is in a crisis, citizens are suffering and dying. 
They are in no mood for loud lip service. Voters are look-
ing for real leadership. Biden will win debates on personal 
qualities like trustworthiness. Remember Trump literally 
suggested Americans inject disinfectants to cure Cov-
id-19. Joe won’t let him run from that. My bet is that Joe 
wins all three debates.   

TURNING BACK THE HANDS OF TIME
10 Years Ago-2010

Friday, Aug. 6, found real estate magnate “Sleepy” Smith 
on a big ship pulling up to the dock in Alaska. It was his 
birthday and he planned to make it a big day. He and his 
traveling buddy Stevie Ray were going down for breakfast, 
then a seven-hour train ride through Alaska. Friday eve-
ning they would celebrate Sleepy’s birthday in a large res-
taurant. Sleepy wanted us to contact Cochise to wire him 
some money. He hadn’t figured on drinks costing $8 each. 
Alaska had been a longtime dream so he chose his birth-
day for the trip. His contact to meet with Sarah Palin was 

Levi Johnson but he had flown the coupe for California so 
Sleepy had to settle for a couple of Eskimo gals. *****Satur-
day night found a few natives dining at Delta Downs’ buf-
fet. George Navarro, wife and friends, Harry and Margie 
Stephens, Yank Peveto, Roy and Phyllis Dunn were 
spotted visiting with Lafayette friends Richard and Jo 
Douglas. Also, Gerald Arrington and Kyle Dixon, who 
put a hurt on the snow crabs served on the buffet. Roy says 
the okra and seafood gumbo was the best he’s eaten since 
his grandma’s special okra brew. *****Resident Record 
poet Pearl Burgess, with daughter and son-in-law, Bever-
ly and Jody Raymer, were spotted dining at Tuffy’s Friday 
night. The restaurant had a capacity crowd, with a 30-min-
ute wait. *****Gene Smith attended the Wednesday 
Lunch Bunch gathering at Robert’s.*****On Friday, Aug. 
13, former Bridge City resident Crystal Bryce Clemmons 
will receive her bachelor of science degree in geography, 
with a minor in political science from Texas State in San 
Marcos. Crystal is the daughter of Phyllis Fukuda and 
Doyle Clemmons, both now living in Houston. *****A few 
friends having birthdays this coming week are Monty Es-
hbach, Miss Dot’s little boy*** Kristie Gunn, Chris and 
pretty Cindy’s young daughter.***Charlotte Conn, who 
has a thousand J.K. Conn stories, celebrates another one. 
*** Bill Triggs and Nancy Finchum are a year older***One 
of the coolest guys I’ve ever known, Henry Bland, cele-
brates this week. ***Judge Joe Parkhurst celebrates this 
week. *****I read with interest about the wreck of Nov. 8, 
1954, written by Edith Pratt in last week’s issue. The sto-
ry, with pictures, was well documented. I remember it like 
it was yesterday. When the news media mistakenly an-
nounced to Edith’s mother that her daughter had been 
killed, it was discovered she had loaned her jacket to Joyce 
Scott, 16, with had Edith’s identification in it. That led of-
ficers to believe it was Edith’s body. The death of Scott 
was a shock to her parents also, who believe she was asleep 
in her room. One survivor, Allen Peltier, was Roy’s room-
mate in a Port Arthur boarding house. He hung onto life 
and stayed in the hospital for several months. He went 
back to Abbeville and married Deanna Boudion, raised a 
family, retired. (Editor’s note:  Roy’s classmate died several 
years ago.) Charles Brevell, another survivor, was in the 
hospital for a week. He is married and owns Brevell’s Bar-
ber Shop in Port Arthur. Two other Orange girls were 
killed in the accident, Janelle Tucker and Norma Jackson. 
All were members of the Bengal Guards with Edith. In 
all, six young adults were killed, four in the front seat and 
two sailors in the oncoming car. The sailors had just ar-
rived on leave and were on their way home. The crash 
caused Broussard’s Curve on Texas 69 to be straightened. 
It had been the scene of several wrecks. 

45 Years Ago-1975

Myra Forse is in Park Place Hospital where she had sur-
gery. *****Linda, Earl Wright’s, wife had open-heart sur-
gery Thursday at Methodist in Houston. *****Traci Taylor 
returns from a month long trip to Tennessee. *****Ed 
Clark leaves Orange Bank for greener pastures. *****Sha-
ron Bearden, district attorney, is on vacation. *****The 
chief chef in charge at Sabine Yacht Basin is John Wade. 
*****Dan Green and his buddy Don Jacobs are both re-
porter-photo gophers for the Beaumont Enterprise. They 
replace each other on the police beat. Good thing it 
wouldn’t do to have them two working together. Dan is 
also the husband of new reporter Louise Green. *****Per-
ry LaPointe, formerly from Orange, is featured on the 
Louisiana Hayride in Shreveport where he now lives. 
*****The Orange Stark Tigers will feature quarterback 
Graig Couvillion throwing passes to little brother Steven. 
*****Gasow Motors, 807 Simmons Drive, is the Fiat car 
dealer. John Paul Gasow operates the dealership.

95 Years Ago-1925

Orangefield is leading the Gulf Coast in oil production, 
with 20,000 barrels daily. A new gusher, at 4,700 feet, and 
several others at that depth, are being drilled and should 
increase production drastically. The Orangefield School 
is again being moved to make way for oil drilling rigs. 
*****Henry Ford, the automobile wizard, came to Orange 
and acquired nine steel hull steamships held in storage 
here. The ships are called Lake BenBo, Berdan, Callicon, 
Dyner, Lasang, Fossil, Fran Concia, Frio and Granley. 
*****W.E. Lea has negotiated the agreement between Tex-
as and Louisiana for the construction of the Sabine 
Bridge here. Bill has returned from law school in Leba-
non, Tennessee. (Editor’s note: I believe there were five Lea 
boys. Three were lawyers, Bill, Hugh and Dick, who I be-
lieve is the only survivor. Their dad was mayor of Orange 
and put the deal together to get the Rainbow Bridge built. 
The Lea boys attended the bridge’s 50th anniversary cele-
bration.

A FEW HAPPENINGS

In the month of July more Texans died of Covid-19 than 
in any other state. Two of those virus deaths were Orange-
field’s Pentecostal Church Pastor Jeffrey Sanders and 
his wife of 38 years Valerie. They were both only 57 years 
old. He died on July 25 and she passed away two days later. 
Services were held August 4. *****Many more people will 
die from coronavirus. New evidence suggest that the vi-
rus could cause long lasting heart damage and other harm-
ful side effects.*****As I sit here on Tuesday, May 4, I real-
ize today marks two months since my friend Neighbor 
Cox left us. Every evening I still expect a call from him. 
For years he let me know when he was getting ready to 
turn in. I’ll be a long time getting over his passing. 
*****Speaking of old folks, I checked on Nova Dee Strick-
land who is having a lot of bone problems. She said even 
though her girls rub her down the hurt in her shoulder is 
almost unbearable. She won’t get to see a bone doctor un-
til Aug. 11. *****I also touched base with Cherry and Ced-
ric Stout, who is 98. Both are hunkered down and doing 
pretty good, no major ailments to talk of. *****A few folks 
we know who will be celebrating in the next few days. One 
of the good guys, Dr. Mike Shahan, who guided Lamar 
Orange through some productive years, celebrates a birth-
day Aug. 5.***Another great man born on this day was the 
first man to walk on the moon Neil Armstrong, born in 
1930.*****Everyone’s friend, Sleepy Smith celebrates Aug. 
6. I’m not sure if it’s 86 or 87. You can read more about 
Sleep’s birthday Alaskan trip in 10 Years Ago. *****Two 
great guys I know celebrating on Aug. 9. Judge Dennis 
Powell, retiring at the end of the year and moving to the 

hill country as district judge has served us well. He is a 
good Christian man. We wish he and his family’s dreams 
all come true. ***This next guy will do to go to the matt 
with. Coach Dwight Thacker is one of those guys that if 
you didn’t like him you wouldn’t like anyone. He’s accom-
plished more with his one hand than most folks can do 
with three hands. He’s from Nederland but Bridge City ad-
opted him many years ago. *****Aug. 10, would have been 
our good friend Judge Joe Parkhurst’s birthday. I just 
wanted to remember this great guy who left a lot of 
friends.*****The old train engineer, the Arkansas plow boy, 
my buddy and a great guy, William Bill Smith, celebrates 
his 90th on Aug. 11. Best wishes. *****Belated Happy Birth-
day to a kid I knew as a teenager. On July 30, Danny Ste-
vens turned 71. Danny’s dad, James “Steve” Stevens, 
would have been 95 on Aug. 3. He died 15 years ago. What 
a great guy. It’s hard to believe all those youngsters, Steve 
Worster, Darrel Segura, Alice Hartsfield, Jerry Burd, 
etc, who were around when Bridge City won the state 
championship in 1966, are now in their 70’s. Please see 
complete birthday list.*****Polls in Texas find V.P. Joe 
Biden leading in the Dallas Morning News poll by 5 per-
cent. Other Texas polls show Biden’s lead is in the margin 
of error by 1 percent to 2 percent. Trump carried the 
state by 9 percent over Hillary Clinton.*****In the next 
couple of years you will notice more two-tone new vehi-
cles. Today three in every four cars are white, silver, gray 
or black. That might be coming to an end as two-tone 
paint options will take us back to the 1950’s. Remember 
you heard it in The Creaux’s Nest.*****Now we know why 
Senator John Cornyn was concerned about his re-elec-
tion before he knew who his opponent was. What we know 
now is that his poll numbers are underwater at 46 per-
cent. Anytime an incumbent is under 50 percent he has 
reason for concern. He has to find voters he doesn’t now 
have. He was betting that M.J. Hager would beat State 
Senator West, a Black man.  That’s why Cornyn walked 
in the “Black Lives Matter” march in Beaumont and in-
troduced a bill to make Juneteen a national holiday. 
Cornyn won’t have the advantage of straight party voting 
that has been done away with. Trump, at the head of the 
ticket, won’t be any help. He might even hurt. Cornyn is 
polling better in Texas, than Trump and about 8 points 
ahead of Hager. Her big state blowout will start on Labor 
Day. She will have plenty of money to make a good short 
run.. She has a good story to tell. Cornyn should win if 
Trump doesn’t take him down with him.

BREAUX BIRTHDAYS

Celebrating birthdays in the next few days are Katelyn 
Defrates, Garhett Bonneaux, John Holm, Mike Preston, 
Randy Hickox, Sonya Villanoueva, Anita Decker, Glad-
ys Ousley, Clare Calahan, Rodney Hanks, Don Lyons, 
Katie Allen, Fred Brent, Jim Finklea, Billie Carter, 
Paige White, Jada Montagne, Edie Anthony, Joe Allen, 
Max Powell, Timmy Bryd, Bill Loyd, Louise Kent, mor-
gan Taylor and Deborah Bayliss.

CAJUN STORY OF THE WEEK

Joe Arceneaux and Clovis Fontenot was working at da 
Fruit of De Lume factory in St. Martinville when it shut 
down. Dey went to da unemployment in Lafayette togeth-
er. Arceneaux went in to meet with da unemployment of-
fice first. Da man axe him wat his occupation was. Arce-
neaux answer “Me, I’m a panty stitcher, I sew da elastic 
onto da ladies cotton panties.”

Da clerk looked up panty stitcher. Finding it classified as 
unskilled labor and gave Arceneaux $300 a week in unem-
ployment compensation.

Arceneaux say, “Tank you.” And sent Fontenot in to see 
da man.

He axe Fontenot wat his occupation was. Fontenot an-
swer, “Me, I’m a diesel fitter.”

Da clerk looked up diesel fitter and it was classified as a 
skilled job. He gave Fontenot $600 a week in compensa-
tion.

Fontenot said, “Tank you,” and went and tol his friend 
Arceneaux his good fortune.

Boy, dat made Arceneaux some mad. He storm back in 
dat office and axe dat clerk why Fontenot was getting dou-
ble his benefits. Da clerk him explain, “Panty stitchers 
are unskilled labor and diesel fitters are skilled labor.”

Arceneaux yelled, “Wat skill? Me I sew da elastic on 
dem panties. Fontenot him puts dem on his head and says, 
Yeah, DISAL FITTER.”

C’EST TOUT
Virus surpasses Deaths from Wars

The national death total from COVID-19, which was 
avoidable with a national alert program, to date has risen 
to 157,000 and is expected to go much higher. Experts 
agree that the coronavirus death toll is likely being under 
counted, meaning the number of cases and deaths is high-
er than reported. More Americans have died from corona-
virus than did in battle throughout several major military 
conflicts in American history. The human cost of the 
pandemic is more severe than all other 188 countries af-
fected with the virus with no end in sight. According to 
the Department of Veterans Affairs, 53,402 Americans 
died in combat during World War I, 33,739 during the 
Korean War, and 47,434 during the Vietnam War. These 
statistics match records from the Defense Manpower 
Data Center inside the Department of Defense. The De-
partment states 3,528 military personnel were killed in 
action during United States operations in Iraq from 2003 
to 2011. The DOD also reports that 1,833 troops were 
killed in action in Afghanistan from 2001 to 2014. The 
United States maintains military operations in Iraq and 
Afghanistan, which may mean there are further causali-
ties not included in the DOD’s official numbers for opera-
tions in those countries.*****My time is up. Thanks for 
yours. Please follow the rules, wear mask, practice distanc-
ing and wash your hands. Take care and God bless.
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Psalm 23:1-2 “The Lord 
is my shepherd; I shall not 
want. 2 He maketh me to 
lie down in green pas-
tures: he leadeth me be-
side the still waters.”

Psalm 23 is the most 
popular Psalm for a rea-
son. It meets the need of 
comfort for all of God’s sheep, true believers. 
The needs of God’s children in a hostile 
world where Satan is constantly seeking 
whom he can devour and rip apart their life. 
His constituency, men and women without 
Christ in leadership and even simple citizens 
who cannot be trusted, are ready to respond 
to his bidding that seeks ours and their own 
destruction. 

The Shepherd/sheep analogy is simple. 
The shepherds job was to feed and water and 
comfort and keep alive the sheep. God ap-
plies that analogy to the reality of the care Je-
sus gives all who come unto Him in saving 
grace. The shepherd stood between the wild 
animals and the sheep at his own risk of 
death. Jesus said that the Good Shepherd lays 
down His life for the sheep. The Best of the 
good shepherds in history is Jesus, who took 
the death of all deaths for all of us, and who-
soever flees to Him will be saved from death 
and the second death (hell) and brought fi-
nally into the presence of our Father in heav-
en. He took ownership of that condemnation 
for us and now offers instead of death and 
hell, eternal life and eternal happiness to all 
who will flee unto Him. Verse 4 “Yea, though 
I walk through the valley of the shadow of 
death, I will fear no evil: for thou art with me; 
thy rod and thy staff they comfort me.”

Death and the grave are never far from 
one’s thoughts and view. There is ours to 

consider, our family and remembrance of 
those who have gone before us. Then we see 
it on TV daily either in programs and movies, 
or real, live news. Even our animal kingdom 
remind us of death constantly. Sin brought 
death by Adam and righteousness and salva-
tion from sin and death came by Jesus Christ, 
the Good Shepherd. Our Shepherd went to 
our death and got up to ever live, to ever give 
us the victory over it.

This world does not offer that, even with 
all the medical expertise and pharmaceutical 
genius. Death always eventually comes. 

When is the last time the world really of-
fered and came through on its promise of 
peace, peace, peace? Maybe a moment of sol-
itude or peace here and then a little there, but 
it always returns to real life. The world is of-
fering us less peace everyday. 

With the Good Shepherd, that is, having 
Jesus Christ the Lord as your Lord and Sav-
ior, you find the only hope of true peace, even 
in the presence of our enemies, no matter 
how vicious they are. Verse 5 “Thou prepar-
est a table before me in the presence of mine 
enemies: thou anointest my head with oil; my 
cup runneth over.” The anointing of the oil is 
representative of the assurance and peace we 
have in the presence of our King of kings, Je-
sus, the Good Shepherd. He prepares a life of 
provision in the face of that and those that 
strive to take it away, and that comes with a 
final promise in Verse 6, “Surely goodness 
and mercy shall follow me all the days of my 
life: and I will dwell in the house of the Lord 
for ever.” From “The Lord is my shepherd; I 
shall not want…” to Verse 6, constant resto-
ration of our soul and our physical life is as-
sured with PEACE all the way to His house, 
eternal heaven. Look to Jesus. All else is fail-
ing us.

Charles Empey is the Pastor of Cove Bap-
tist Church, Orange, TX.

God’s Sheep Are In The Care Of 
The Perfect All Powerful Shepherd
PASTOR CHARLES EMPEY
Columnist
For The Record

Since opening its doors in 1924, Saint Mary 
School in Orange has been a highly respected 
and recognized institution of education for 
providing academic excellence over the past 
96 yrs. The school is fully accredited and of-
fers curriculum for Pre-K3 thru 8th grade. 
Tuition is fair, affordable, and financial assis-
tance is available. Catholics and Non-Catho-
lics are welcomed.

Some of the key benefits of a Saint Mary 
Christian education include excellent aca-
demics, moral character strengthening, fo-
cus on integrity and individual responsibili-
ty, strong parental involvement, a happy en-
vironment, and state-of-the-art technology. 
Classes are 5 days a week and After-School 
Care is available.

 Our students, past and present, stand out 
in the crowd.  Teachers at area high schools 
say, “We can always tell a Saint Mary Student 
from the rest.”  Once leaving Saint Mary 8th 
grade, our students go on to attain a 99% 
graduation rate from their respective high 
schools with an impressively high rate of 
valedictorians, salutatorians, and honor stu-
dents. The national average graduation rate 
in 2019 was 84.6%, according to the National 
Center for Education statistics. 

Smaller class sizes provide more one-on-
one ‘teacher to student’ attention, and it pays 
off in student achievement. Also, in this time 
of Covid-19 the school has large classrooms, 
easily configured for social distancing be-
tween students in order to meet Diocesan 
Guidelines for the handling of the virus. In-
house classes as well as virtual classes are of-
fered.

Contact St. Mary School at 409-883-8913 
and speak with the Principal, Katie Sanders. 
Or visit our website at www.stmaryschooltx.
org

Bailey’s Trash Off
Bailey’s Trash Off is scheduled for August 8th from 8am until 10am. We will be meeting at 

the 90 degree turn at 7:45 am and getting started at 8am. Please bring the following items 
with you a cooler with ice, water, a grabber, gloves and rubber boots if possible. If you would 
like to become a sponsor please contact Joseph Henry at 409-221-5033.

Deaths & Memorials
John Michael Virva, 65, of La-

Grange, Texas, passed away on 
July 31, 2020, in Houston, Texas. 

  Funeral services will be at 
10:00 a.m., Friday, August 7, 2020, 
at Claybar Funeral Home in Or-
ange, Texas. Officiating will be 
Father Ernie Carpio of St. Henry 
Catholic Church. Burial will fol-
low at Hillcrest Memorial Gar-
dens in Orange.

  Visitation will be held from 
5:00 p.m. to 8:00 p.m., with a recitation of the 
Rosary at 6:30 p.m., on Thursday, August 6, 
2020, at Claybar Funeral Home in Orange.

 Born in Orange, Texas, on July 1, 1955, he 
was the son of Frank W. Virva, Sr. and Flor-
ence Anne (Verrett) Virva. John graduated 
from Bridge City High School in 1973. He 
was a hardworking man and dedicated elec-
trician for Valmont in Brenham for over 20 
years. John also volunteered as a fireman in 
Bridge City for many years. He loved taking 
in the beauty of nature and was especially 
fond of the wildflowers around LaGrange in 
the springtime. John also enjoyed boating, 
sailing, and was an amateur radio operator. 

He will be missed by all who knew 
and loved him.

  He was preceded in death by 
his parents, Frank and Florence 
Virva; his wife, Lynn Virva of La-
Grange; and his siblings, Susan 
Anderson and David Virva, both 
of Orange. 

 He is survived by his children, 
John Michael Virva, Jr. and fiancé 
Amy Kirkendall of Kountze, Kyle 
Virva and wife Alyson of Hender-

son, Nevada, and Dillon Virva of San Fran-
cisco, California; his siblings, Frank W. Vir-
va, Jr. and wife Glenda of Bridge City and 
Nancy Stutes of Orange; his six grandchil-
dren, Shawn Allen, Zack Curtis, Lillie Kirk-
endall, Dustin Holmes, Brandon Gordon, 
and Nolan Virva; and his two great-grand-
children, Morgan Dunston and Izaiah 
Crumpton. 

  Serving as pallbearers will be Frank W. 
Virva, Jr., John Michael Virva, Jr., Shawn Al-
len, Zack Curtis, Dustin Holmes, and Bran-
don Gordon. Honorary pallbearers are Bill 
Rose and Shaun Virva.

John Michael Virva, Sr., 65, LaGrange

Edward Jones of Bridge City, Karen Collier’s branch office and Taylor Perkin’s branch office, held a 
school supplies drive this summer and donated everything to Bridge City ISD st the start of school 
on Monday. Pictured are: Madison Lyons representing Karen Collier’s branch, Tara Fountain of 
Bridge City Independent School District and Carol Leone representing Taylor Perkin’s branch office.

Schools supplies donated to Bridge City schools

St. Mary School registration underway
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 I hope this week finds you better 
than last week. Remember, mira-
cles happen when you truly believe 
and do not doubt.

The bible tells us that this is true 
if you believe that, with God, noth-
ing is impossible.  “ I tell you, you can pray for 
anything, and if you believe that you received 
it, it will be yours. Mark 11:24

Have a Blessed and Safe week.

August 5 - 11

August 5 - kill pest and cultivate

August 6 - 7. Plant root crops, biennials, 
perennials, trees and shrubs.

August 8,9,10 - Cultivate, irrigate and pre-
pare seed beds.

August 11 - Transplant.

Stink Bugs

     Stink Bugs are one of the most prevalent 
pest in our area. They are sucking insects 
that prey on fruit and vegetables. They also 
attack many weeds. If the fruit or vegetables 
are attacked at an early age, pitted holes will 
occur. These feeding spots are surrounded 
by callouses, causing the fruit or vegetable to 
become distorted or dimpled. If your toma-
toes turn up with “zits” or your okra pods 
grow in a curlicue like a pig tail, then you 
probably have stink bugs. A good Pythrin or 
Permethrin spray for fruit and vegetable will 
help to eliminate stink bugs.

Recipes of the Week
 Cowboy Beans

1 onion, chopped
1 c celery, chopped
1 lb. Ground meat
1 small jar salsa

1/2 c ketchup
3 cans pinto beans, drained
1 large container beef broth
Salt, pepper, onion powder, garlic powder 

to taste.
     In a large pot, saute onion and celery un-

til tender. Add ground meat and cook till 
done. Add all other ingredients and simmer 
about 45 minutes. Season to taste. Serve over 
rice with corn bread and a big glass of sweet 
tea.

 Coconut Bars
Bottom Layer
1 c flour
1/2 c butter
1/2 c brown sugar
     Mix with a pastry blender or fork until 

crumbly. Press into bottom of 9” square pan. 
Bake 10 minutes at 350 degrees set aside.

Top Layer
2 eggs
1 c brown sugar
1 tsp vanilla
1 c chopped nuts
1 1/2 c shredded coconut
2 Tblsp flour
1/2 tsp salt
1 tsp baking powder
Beat eggs, brown sugar and vanilla, set 

aside. Mix flour, salt and baking powder.
Sift over coconut and chopped nuts. Add to 

egg mixture, mix well and spread over first 
layer. Bake 20 minutes at 375 degrees. Cool 
and cut into bars.

LOU HARRIS
For The Record

The Farmer’s Wife  . . .

Little Cypress-Mauriceville Schools are 
announcing plans for non-traditional meet 
the teacher and orientation events.  Mau-
riceville Middle and Little Cypress Interme-
diate  will release that information when 
plans are firm.

 The plan for Mauriceville Elementary de-
pends on your child’s age group. The District 
asks that parents be patient as each campus 
is having to start from the ground up for 
planning how to start school.

 Pre-K and Kindergarten Meet the Teacher 
will be held Thursday August 13. One adult 
per enrolled student may enter the building. 
All visitors will be health screened per TEA 
guidelines, and masks are required per the 
Governor’s Executive Order for those 10 
years and older.

Meet the Teacher will be held with small 
groups each hour. Parents will be contacted 
by teachers to notify them of the student’s 
time and class number.

 1st-5th grades will have Virtual Meet the 
Teacher on Wednesday August 12 and 
Thursday August 13. Parents will be contact-
ed by homeroom teachers once class rosters 
are completed to arrange a time to meet vir-
tually. Students in grades 1-5 should bring 
school supplies over the first week of school 
in manageable amounts. Please start with 
pencils, scissors, glue and crayons.

  All parents - please be prepared to con-
firm with your child’s teacher “How is my 
child getting home?” so we can insure their 
safe return to you after school each day. If 
you have questions, please call MVE at 

409.745.1615 or check their webpage 
at https://mve.lcmcisd.org/ or their Facebook 
page at  https://www.facebook.com/MVE-
Panthers/.

 Little Cypress Elementary will hold Meet 
the Teacher for Grades PK and K face-to-face 
on August 12, and August 13. Principal Kayla 
Casey listed the guidelines for meeting the 
teacher, depending on the grade level of the 
student. 

·  We ask that only one parent attend with 
the student.

·  10 years and older are required to wear 
face masks covering nose and mouth.

· Adults will be health screened before en-
tering the building.

· Please park in the back lot and enter 
through the designated doors.

· Students may bring their supplies at this 
time.

·  Students who purchased supplies through 
PTO will have  them in the classroom when 
they arrive for Meet the Teacher.

Designated times for PK and Kinder Meet 
the Teacher are:

August 12
1:30-2:00 Last names beginning letters 

A-F
3:00-3:30 Last names beginning with let-

ters G-L
August 13
1:30-2:00 Last names beginning letters 

M-R
3:00-3:30 Last names beginning with let-

ters S-Z
 Meet the Teacher for LCE grades 1-3 will 

be virtual. On August 6, teachers will call 
parents to schedule a time for their child’s 
virtual Meet the Teacher. Virtual Meet the 
Teacher will be held on August 12 or August 
13 depending on your child’s scheduled time. 
Students may bring school supplies over the 
first week of school in manageable amounts. 
Students who purchased supplies through 
PTO will have them in the classroom when 
they arrive on the first day of school.

  For questions, call 409.886.2838 and the 
webpage is https://lce.lcmcisd.org/

All of  Little Cypress Junior High’s  before 
school activities will be virtual. Mr. Yeaman 
reports, “Ours will all be done virtually, 
through school messenger, Facebook, and on 
the website.”

 

LCM plans for non-traditional meet the teacher and orientation events
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We welcome Bridgett Bethea to our team

Exmark of Orange would like to welcome Bridgett Bethea to 
our team.  Bridgett has four years of experience in Outdoor 
Power Equipment.  Robert Rayon and Bridgett Bethea worked 
side by side in previous years and would like to invite all of their 
past customers to come see them at Exmark of Orange.

Fishing demands
cautious approach

“Either we are fishing in the wrong place 
or we are the only people on the lake,” said 
Ray Bayliss on a very hot afternoon last 
week.I feared when it rained earlier in the 
day that it would at least feel hotter than 
usual after it stopped due to the humidity 
and the fact that the thermometer was hov-
ering around the 93 degree mark.

With the light wind I also assumed that the boat ramp 
would be packed with local fishermen hoping to squeeze in a 
few hours of thinking about something other than Covid-19.
The past week apparently did little to quell those fears, how-
ever, and launch time was not an issue.

“I had two good friends test positive recently and I am 
afraid to even answer the phone anymore,” added 
Bayliss.“Connie and I wear our masks when we walk to the 
mail box and she sure wasn’t happy about me asking you to go 
fishing. She threatened to move in with her Mother if we took 
our masks off before we got to the middle of the lake!”

“Connie…..I promise that we kept our masks on both com-
ing and going and probably even met social distancing rec-
ommendations thanks to the all of the floor space in Ray’s 25 
foot Majak.

I appreciated the brief outing as an opportunity to do some-
thing other than mow grass and walk the dog, but I still had 
red fish on the half shell on my mind.We were fishing on a 
short clock and undoubtedly fished a little too fast the first 
hour.We also spent way too much time catching and releasing 
twelve inch trout that were all over a huge school of small 
menhaden shad.

We finally settled down and found the redfish running a 
shoreline just south of Three Bayous.As far as we could see, 
small groups of redfish were blowing shad up in the cane. A 
four inch black-chartreuse Swim Bait proved to be the ticket, 
but without fail, every redfish was either too large or too 
small to make the trip home.

Ray eventually won his tug of war with a flounder large 
enough to feed both he and Connie and we called it quits to 
minimize any problems we might experience on the return 
trip.My only problem with fishing late evenings is breaking 
down after dark and I have done that more than once!

While putting the boat on the trailer we learned that Ray’s 
earlier diagnosis was on the money.We had indeed fished in 
the wrong place.

Two friends of his hollered at us as they were pulling their 
rig out and said that they had just killed the trout all after-
noon long.They proudly hoisted a couple of solid keepers, but 
Ray grabbed my arm and said that we couldn’t look at the rest 
of their fish or walk over and visit them.

“They don’t have masks on,” he warned aloud and it doesn’t 
matter if they have a Great White in their cooler.Connie 
would lock the doors and divorce me if she found out we vis-
ited with them!”

He called me later that evening and said that they had 
called and given him a report on the way home.They had run 
south around noon to avoid a small thunderstorm and ran 
across a school of surface feeding reds near Blue Buck Point.

They managed to box two limits before electing to drift the 
deeper shell north of the Causeway. The trout bite wasn’t just 
crazy good, but they saved two limits of fish up to three 
pounds. All of their fish hit either a five-inch glow-chartreuse 
Down South tail rigged on a quarter ounce head or bone-
chartreuse Die Dapper.

Ray added that they felt like they missed part of the bite due 
to drifting too deep early on.They started in 10 to 14 feet of 
water, but caught all of their fish in six to eight feet of water 
once they figured things out.

One of the benefits of fishing the open lake is that you can 
usually get some idea of where the fish might have been judg-
ing by areas getting pressured the most. That can help elimi-
nate a lot of water and cut down the time spent searching.

That benefit has all but disappeared, however, since Cov-
id-19 found its way into our area and rightfully so.Lots of con-
cerned wives could care less about their favorite fisherman 
catching a fish right now!

CAPT. DICKIE COLBURN
For The Record

Dickie Colburn

custom window treatments
shades, blinds, shutters, 

draperies & more

2509 MacArthur Dr.
Orange, Texas 77630

409.670.0235

www.odilesdesignhouse.com

Flooring

Rugs 

Luxury Vinyl Plank,

Hardwoods, Laminate,

Tile & Carpet

In-Store, 
Custom Order,
Carpets Bound

NFL Preseason Cancellations: Good or Bad?

National Football League 
players reported to their re-
spective training camps the 
past few days and now must 
adhere to the restrictions 
and concerns created by the 
COVID-19 pandemic before 
they are allowed to prepare 
for the 2020 season.

First, the players face a 
five-day period that will de-
termine who will advance to 
the second phase which in-
cludes admittance into the 
team’s training facility, ac-
cording to last week’s edition 
of the New Jersey Record.

All players must produce 
two negative PCR tests for 
COVID-19 results over the 
first four days in a schedule 
that includes test of Day 1, 
quarantine at home on Days 
2 and 3 and a second test on 
Day 4.

The article 
stated that 
on Day 5, if 
both tests 
were nega-
tive, the play-
er will begin 
daily testing 
and can en-

ter the facility.
Daily testing will continue 

for two weeks and would 
then move to every other day 
if the positive rate is below 
5%.

The second phase that be-
gins on Day 5 includes physi-
cals and equipment fittings. 
If an asymptomatic player 
tests positive, he must leave 
camp and not be allowed to 
return to the facility for 10 
days. If he continues to be 
asymptomatic, he can return 
to camp after two negative 
tests within a five-day peri-
od.

When football activities fi-
nally begin, the non-contact 

organized team activities 
have been superseded with 
traditional camp practices 
that feature pads and limited 
contact.

A two-week acclimation 
period will include eight 
days of strength and condi-
tioning and the first padded 

practice of training camp 
can’t happen before Aug. 17 
following five days of ses-
sions with just helmets.

There is a maximum of 14 
padded practices before the 
start of the regular season, 

Those who will be hurt by the canceled preseason games include 
new head coaches such as Mike McCarthy of the Cowboys.

One of the benefits of fishing the open lake is 
that you can usually get some idea of where 

the fish might have been judging by areas 
getting pressured the most.

KAZ  Page 2B

KAZ’S KORNER
JOE KAZMAR
For The Record

Chuck Uzzle
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KITCHEN APPLIANCE CENTER
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LOW PRICES!

Harry’s
Appliance & Service

302 North 10th Street • Orange • 886-4111

FREE
Same Day

Local Delivery

Great
Selection
Of Quality
Pre-Owned
Appliances

so consequently there is not 
much time for exhibition 
games, the article concluded.

  These preseason games in 
August for some veterans 
means the chance to be vindi-
cated and extend a career, ac-
cording to an article in this 
week’s USA Today Sports 
Weekly. 

For many low-profile rook-
ies these games may be the 
only chance to be noticed and 
steal a roster spot.

Last year’s conference 
championship game partici-
pants (Super Bowl LIV cham-
pion Kansas City, San Fran-
cisco, Green Bay and Tennes-
see) all return much of their 
same players, front office and 
coaching personnel and 
should do fine in the regular 
season without the benefit of 
exhibition games in August.

Teams such as the Balti-
more Ravens, who won an 
NFL-best 14 regular-season 
games in 2019 riding MVP 
Lamar Jackson’s arm and legs, 
a league-high 33.2 points per 
game and a single-season 
league-record 3,296 rushing 
yards, should do great with-
out exhibition games.

  Although the Ravens’ Earl 
Thomas-led defense failed 
them in the playoffs, it still 
was one of the NFL’s top-rat-
ed units and will be beefed up 
in 2020 with the addition of 
veteran defensive lineman 
Calais Campbell and first-
round linebacker Patrick 
Queen.

  “The Ravens could be even 
better given the rosters and 
the fact their opponents 
didn’t have a standard off-
season to try to decode the 
Jackson-triggered offensive 
assault,” the article pointed 
out.

  Established NFL starting 
players will benefit because 
they normally only play spo-
radically in the preseason 
games.

  But those who will be hurt 
by the canceled preseason 

games include new head 
coaches such as Mike McCar-
thy (Cowboys), Ron Rivera 
(Washington), Joe Judge (NY 
Giants), Kevin Stefanski 
(Browns) and Matt Rhule 
(Panthers) who would nor-
mally get an offseason head 
start on the competition as 
coaches new to their respec-
tive organizations.

Rookies like Cincinnati’s 
new quarterback Joe Burrow 
and new quarterbacks like the 
Colts’ Philip Rivers and Tam-
pa Bay’s Tom Brady won’t 
show their stuff until the 
starting bell rings next 
month.

KWICKIES…Philadelphia 
Eagles head Coach Doug Pe-
terson tested positive for the 
coronavirus last weekend 
which probably will be the 
first of many positive cases in 
the NFL.

  Houston Texans head 
coach Bill O’Brien describes 
his team’s training camp 
building as “the cleanest 
building in Houston. I mean, 
you could eat off the floor in 
here. It’s that clean and it’s 
scoured every single day. 
When I say scoured, it’s disin-
fected every single day and 
cleaned every day.”

  I was saddened by the sud-
den death of Mike Kelley last 
weekend. I covered many of 
his football and baseball 
games for the Little Cypress 
Bears as a beat writer. I also 
visited with him several times 
after church activities where 
all he wanted to talk about 
was sports. He will be sadly 
missed.

  College Power 5 confer-
ences who have decided to 
play only league games this 
fall include the SEC, Big Ten, 
ACC, Pac-12 and Big-12. This 
will eliminate some of the 
cupcake victories against 
weaker teams and make the 
weekly polls more accurate.

  Justin Thomas fired a 65 
in Sunday’s final round to win 
the PGA Tour FedEx St. Jude 

Invitational in Memphis by 
three strokes and the $1.82 
million paycheck. It was 
Thomas’ 13th PGA Tour title. 
At 27, he became the third-
youngest player since 1960 to 
reach 13 wins, trailing only 
Tiger Woods and Jack Nick-
laus.

  Steve Levy, Brian Griese 
and Louis Riddick will be the 
new announcer team for ES-
PN’s “Monday Night Foot-
ball”

  JUST BETWEEN US…
The Houston Astros went 
into last night’s game against 
the Diamondbacks in Arizo-
na with a ho-hum 5-4 record 
but tied for first place with 
Oakland in the AL West Divi-
sion. But two of those losses 
came in extra innings that in-
volved a depleted bullpen due 
to either injury or illness. 
However, Houston won its 
first extra-inning game Sun-
day at Los Angeles and split 
the four-game series with the 
Angels, who also have a prob-
lem with their relievers. As-
tros players currently on the 
Injured List include closer 
Roberto Osuna, ace Justin 
Verlander, plus pitchers Joe 
Biagini, Rogelio Armenteros, 
Austin Pruitt, Brad Peacock, 
Cionel Perez, Jose Urquidy 
and designated hitter Yordan 
Alvarez and infielder Aled-
mys Diaz.

so consequently there is not much time for exhibition games, 
the article concluded.

  These preseason games in August for some veterans means 
the chance to be vindicated and extend a career, according to 
an article in this week’s USA Today Sports Weekly. 

For many low-profile rookies these games may be the only 
chance to be noticed and steal a roster spot.

Last year’s conference championship game participants (Su-
per Bowl LIV champion Kansas City, San Francisco, Green Bay 
and Tennessee) all return much of their same players, front of-
fice and coaching personnel and should do fine in the regular 
season without the benefit of exhibition games in August.

Teams such as the Baltimore Ravens, who won an NFL-best 
14 regular-season games in 2019 riding MVP Lamar Jackson’s 
arm and legs, a league-high 33.2 points per game and a single-
season league-record 3,296 rushing yards, should do great 
without exhibition games.

  Although the Ravens’ Earl Thomas-led defense failed them 
in the playoffs, it still was one of the NFL’s top-rated units and 
will be beefed up in 2020 with the addition of veteran defensive 
lineman Calais Campbell and first-round linebacker Patrick 
Queen.

  “The Ravens could be even better given the rosters and the 
fact their opponents didn’t have a standard off-season to try to 
decode the Jackson-triggered offensive assault,” the article 
pointed out.

  Established NFL starting players will benefit because they 
normally only play sporadically in the preseason games.

  But those who will be hurt by the canceled preseason games 
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AUSTIN— Every year on 
July 31, World Ranger Day is 
an opportunity to take a mo-
ment to recognize the un-
wavering commitment to-
wards park stewardship by 
the many park rangers at the 
89 Texas State Parks that 
make up our state park sys-
tem. Initially created by the 
International Ranger Federa-
tion, World Ranger Day cele-
brates the work park rangers 
do daily to protect the plan-
et’s natural treasures and 
cultural heritage.

Throughout Texas, Texas 
State Park rangers cover a 
multitude of roles to keep 
parks functioning smoothly 
for visitors to enjoy. These 
roles include maintenance, 
welcoming and orienting 
park guests, natural and cul-
tural resource management, 
outdoor education and out-
reach, and state park law en-
forcement, just to name a 
few.

Park rangers from differ-
ent regions in Texas spoke 
about what a typical day 

looks like, what their path to 
becoming a ranger was, what 
advice they would give to as-
piring park rangers and what 
they like most about being a 
park ranger in Texas.

“Every day as a ranger for 
the Texas Parks and Wildlife 
Department is different and 
I really enjoy that about my 
job,” said Javier de León, 
Park Superintendent at Es-
tero Llano Grande State 
Park. “Today I may talk to a 
scientist studying spiders in 
the park and learning spiders 
can spin seven different 
kinds of spider silk – each 
silk with a different purpose. 
Tomorrow I may respond to 
a medical emergency at the 
park. Later in the week, I 
may help with a school field 
trip and I can teach the stu-
dents what I learned about 
spiders earlier in the week. I 
really enjoy talking to people 
and getting them as excited 
as I am about the plants and 
animals in our park. One 
never stops learning and I 
enjoy teaching others about 
how unique our habitat and 
critters are in the Rio Grande 
Valley.

Paige Green, Assistant Su-
perintendent at Cedar Hill 
State Park, said her path to 
becoming a park ranger be-
gan with a love for nature 
and the outdoors as a child.

“I became a high school 
teacher for Houston Inde-
pendent School District right 
out of college, teaching Hu-
man and Child develop-
ment,” said Green. 
“Throughout my 10-year ca-
reer in education, I was the 
teacher who would bring the 
classroom outside; taking 
opportunities to teach chil-
dren of all ages about our 
natural world. It was no sur-
prise to my staff when I an-
nounced the decision to 
change careers and work 
with Texas State Parks. I be-
gan a new adventure with 
TPWD in February 2016 at 
Lake Bob Sandlin State Park 
as an Office Manager.”

Ever since, added Green, I 
have enjoyed being a part of 
something bigger than my-
self. I feel deeply connected 
to the Texas resources and 
being a park ranger has al-
lowed me the opportunity to 
contribute to the mission of 

resource conservation in 
Texas.

“I don’t think a Park Inter-
pretive Ranger has a typical 
day,” said John Herron, Park 
Interpreter for Huntsville 
State Park. “We are called to 
so many tasks that have to be 
done in the park that adapta-
tion is one of our biggest 
skills. There are typical tasks 
like taking care of the nature 
center, conducting educa-
tional programs, and keep-
ing up with the natural and 
cultural resources of the 
park. Beyond those normal 
roles, we work in customer 
service, and we conduct 
maintenance in the park and 
help with upkeep.”

Additionally, added Her-
ron, we also do wildlife res-
cues and relocation, and help 
game wardens by educating 
the public on the hunting 
and fishing regulations in 
the park.

“We can assist Law En-
forcement by educating the 
public on the why of our 
rules when we notice behav-
ior that negatively impacts 

the park,” said Herron. “A 
park ranger’s typical day will 
consist of more projects then 
we have time for, but some-

times allows for an after-
noon of sitting and studying 
the migratory birds that fly 
in.”

Park Rangers Statewide Recognized
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“Satisfying Customers Since 1880”

FREEDOM SALE

2012 Chevrolet Cruze

$6450
Copper, Loaded! Clean. Air, Power, Auto,

120K, Stk. No. 1013P

‘04 Volvo C70 Convertible
Gray, Loaded! Air, Power, Auto,

67K, Stk. No. 1012P

$7450

2005 Chrysler Seabring
CONVERTIBLE

Dark Blue, Fully Equipped! Air, Power, Auto,
78K, Stk. No. 1015P

$7450

Red Hot Deals
One Black And

One White
7 Passenger

Ad 10 Passenger
Stretch Limos

HOT SUMMER DEALS GOING ON NOW AT HARMONHarmon 
White, 
XLT,

Loaded, 
4.6L V8,

Come
See!

Two Lincoln Town Car Limousines
Thank You To All Of

Our Customers and Friends
For A Great Year.

Merry Christmas
& Happy New Year.

‘94  Chevrolet Corvette
White, Hard Top AT, AC, Loaded, Red Leather

Interior, 72K. Stk. No. 980P

$13,500

2009 Dodge Caravan

$5450Harmon’s
Low Price...

Gold,
Air, Power,

 Auto. Trans.
Very Clean,

Good Condition,
134K Miles,

Stk. No. 1023P

$2,950

Gold, V-6 Engine,
Auto., Power,

AC, Clean,
229K Miles,
No. 1022P

2009 Saturn Aura XR

Harmon: “Famous For Fairness!”

Harmon’s
Low Price...

Cove Baptist 
Church

1005 Dupont Drive - Orange
We are meeting in worship again and all
are invited to come and worship with us

at 10:30 AM each Sunday.

You will worship in traditional music with a 
sprinkling of contemporary and traditional 

Bible preaching and teaching
as you remember it.

Charles Empey -Pastor

Masks Required. Social Distancing Observed.

The history of East Texas 
is rich with stories of Texans 
fighting for our states inde-
pendence. In July of 1832, an 
order was given requiring 
Texans to surrender their 
weapons to the Mexican 
army. In response, a band of 
settlers in Nacogdoches at-
tacked the town’s Mexican 
garrison. To some historians, 
the Battle of Nacogdoches 
not only freed East Texas 
from Mexican military rule, 
but also served as the start-
ing point of the Texas Revo-
lution and led to the inde-
pendence of our great state. 

Here are five things hap-
pening around your state:

1. Comptroller Projections 
Earlier this month Texas 
State Comptroller Glen 
Hegar released his projected 

forecast for 
the states bi-
ennial bud-
get. Due to 
economic 
troubles 
caused by 
the global 
pandemic, 
Texas is pre-

dicted to have $11.6 billion 
less than was originally esti-
mated. This means the states 
budget could have a $4.6 bil-
lion deficit when the bienni-
um ends in September 2021. 
Texas relies on state sales tax 
revenue as its single largest 
source of funding. Revenue 
for sales tax in April, May, 
June was approximately 9.7 
percent lower compared to 
the same time last year. 
While Comptroller Hegar 
will release an updated fore-

cast before we go into the 
87th Legislative Session this 
coming January, this latest 
estimate will help the state 
budget writers as they begin 
to prepare for this coming 
session. As a member of the 
Senate Finance Committee, I 
will be working with my col-
leagues to ensure we are effi-
ciently allocating funds, 
while ensuring we have a 
balanced budget for the state.

2. STAAR Test Each 
Spring, students in third 
through twelfth grade must 
take the STAAR exam. For 
fifth and eight graders, they 
must pass these exams to be 
able to move to the next 
grade. If they do not pass the 
first time, they have an op-
portunity to retake it later in 
the semester, or over the 
summer. Governor Greg Ab-
bott announced recently that 
the reading and math tests 
for fifth and eighth grade 
would only be offered one 
time this coming year. Local 
school officials will have the 
discretion to determine 

whether a student should be 
promoted to the next grade, 
whether they passed or failed 
the STAAR exam.

My five cents… A monthly 
column from Sen. Robert 
Nichols by Sen. Robert Nich-
ols, Senate District 3

3. Federal Funding for 
Higher Education At the be-
ginning of July, the State of 
Texas announced it will in-
vest $57 million in federal 
funding to help the states 
need-based financial aid pro-
grams to help students to be 
able to stay enrolled in their 
colleges and universities. In 
addition to this, an addition-
al $118 million has been allo-
cated for higher education 
from the Governor’s Emer-
gency Education Relief Fund 
made available through the 
Coronavirus Aid, Relief, and 
Economic Security (CARES) 
Act signed into law by Presi-
dent Trump. This funding 
includes allocations to assist 
students, whose families 
have been severely financial-
ly impacted by COVID-19, to 

stay in their higher educa-
tion institutions. It will also 
provide financial aid for up-
skilling and reskilling dis-
placed workers in high-de-
mand fields, including work-
ers who have earned some 
college credit but no creden-
tial, allowing new paths into 
the workforce with higher 
earning potential.

4. November Early Voting 
In light of the many issues 
raised by the COVID-19 pan-
demic, Governor Greg Ab-
bott has issued a proclama-
tion which allows for an ex-
tended time period for early 
voting for the upcoming No-
vember elections. Early vot-
ing for the November 3 elec-
tion will now begin October 
13 instead of Oct. 19. The 
end date will remain on Oc-
tober 30. The proclamation 
also allows for those who are 
eligible for a mail-in ballot to 
hand deliver their ballots to 
the early voting clerks office 
before election day.

5. Tax-Free Holiday Mark 
your calendars for this years 
sales tax holiday, which be 
held on August 7 - 9. Timed 
to help families during back-
to-school shopping, the law 
exempts most clothing, foot-
wear, school supplies and 
backpacks priced under $100 
from sales and use taxes, 
which could save shoppers 
about $8 on every $100 they 
spend. Layaway is also avail-
able for the purchases of 
qualifying items. All sellers 
in the state are required to 
honor the sales tax holiday, 
so it&#39;s a great time to 
get prepared for the upcom-
ing school year while saving 
some money in the process 
Due to COVID-19, you can 
buy qualifying items online, 
by telephone, mail or custom 
order during the tax-free 
weekend if the order is paid 
for and delivered during the 
weekend, or if the order is 
paid for, and the seller ac-
cepts it for immediate deliv-
ery, even if it is delivered af-
ter the tax-free weekend.

Staff Report
For The Record

The Bridge City Chamber 
of Commerce conducted a 
Ribbon-Cutting Ceremony 
for Pinnacle Christian Pre-
school and Mother’s Day 
Out on July 27, 2020.  Direc-
tors, David and Danielle 
Gonzales are pleased to an-
nounce the opening of Pin-
nacle Christian Preschool 
and Mother’s Day Out.  They 
also offer Classical Kinder-
garten. 

The purpose of our pre-
school is to provide happy 
group learning experiences 
where parents can be as-
sured that their child is loved 
and well cared for by Chris-
tian teachers.  We also pro-
vide this ministry as an out-
reach to the community. 

Pinnacle Christian Pre-
school is a joint ministry be-
tween the Gonzales family 
and the Good Shepard fami-

ly. For more information, 
please call (409) 241-3920, 
pinnaclechristianpreschool.

com or you can reach them 
through Facebook.

Ribbon Cutting for Pinnacle Christian Preschool 
and Mother’s Day Out

My 5 Cents
STATE SENATOR ROBERY NICHOLS
For The Record

Pictured: from left to right:  Pastor Paul Zoch, Mathis Gonzales, Ann Hall, Danielle Gonzales, Miles 
Gonzales, David Gonzales, Bridge City Ambassador Stephanie Roberts, Carl Owen, Charles Hall
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Notice is hereby given 
that original Letters 
Testamentary for the 
Estate of RAYDA SUE 
NESWICK, Deceased, 
were issued on JULY 
28, 2020, in Cause No. 
P18784, pending in the 
County Court at Law of 
Orange County, Texas, 
to: JILL ELIZABETH 
HANCOCK.

All persons having 
claims against this Estate 
which is currently being 
administered are required 
to present them to the 
undersigned within the 
time and in the manner 
prescribed by law.

c/o:  George B. Barron

Attorney at Law
P.O. Box 279
Orange, TX 
77631-0279

Dated the  28th day 
of July, 2020.

George B. Barron
George B. Barron   
Attorney for Executrix
State Bar No.: 01817500 
P.O. Box 279                                                         
Orange, TX 77631-0279

CITATION BY PUBLICATION

The State of Texas
To any and all Unknown Heirs and all Persons 
Interested in the Estate of

RAYMOND THOMAS HENRY, Deceased
Cause No. P18821

in County Court at Law, Orange County, Texas

The alleged heir(s) at law in the above numbered and 
entitled estate filed AN APPLICATION TO DETERMINE 
HEIRSHIP in this estate on AUGUST 3, 2020, request-
ing that the Court determine who are the heirs and only 
heirs of Raymond Thomas Henry, Deceased, and their 
respective shares and interests in such estate.

The court may act on this application at any call of 
the docket on or after 10:00 a.m. on the Monday next 
after the expiration of 10 days from the date of publica-
tion of this citation, at the County Courthouse, 801 W. 
Division., Orange, Texas 77630.

All persons interested in this case are cited to appear 
before this Honorable Court by filing a written contest 
or answer to this Application should they desire to do 
so.  To ensure its consideration, you or your attorney 
must file any objection, intervention or response in 
writing with the County Clerk of Orange County, Texas.

Given under my hand and the seal of the County 
Court at Law, Orange County, Texas at the office of 
the Orange County Clerk in Orange, Texas on August 
3, 2020.

                    BRANDY ROBERTSON, 
                             County Clerk,  Orange County, Texas                 

                     By: Samantha McInnis, Deputy
              Samantha McInnis 

CIVIL CITATION - CCVPUBWD

THE STATE OF TEXAS

To:  ANDREW RIEDEL, 
        12962 HWY. 12
        ORANGE, TX  77632
                                                                              Respondent, NOTICE:

You have been sued. You may employ an attorney.  If you or your At-
torney do not file a written answer with the clerk who issued this citation 
by 10:00 A.M. on the Monday next following the expiration of forty-two 
days from the date of issuance of this citation and petition, a default judge-
ment may be taken against you. 

You are hereby commanded to appear by filing a written answer to the 
Plaintiff ’s Petition at or before 10:00 A.M. on th Monday next after the ex-
piration of forty-two days after the date of issuance of this citation the 
same being September 14, 2020.

Said ANSWER may be filed with the District Clerk’s Office, Orange 
County Courthouse, 801 W. Division Ave, Orange Texas 77630.

   Said Plaintiff’s Original Petition and Request for Disclosure 
was filed and docketed in the Honorable 163rd Distict Court of Or-
ange County, Texas at the District Clerk’s Office at the Orange  
County Courthouse, 801 W. Division Ave, Orange, Texas, on Sep-
tember 19, 2019 in the following styled and numbered cause:

The suit requests Defendant, Andrew Riedel, be served and cited 
to appear and answer herin, and that upon final trial of this 
cause, Plaintiff be awarded judgement against Defendant.

  CAUSE NO. 190392-C
   John Allen Decker VS. Andrew Riedel
 
      The name and address of the attorney for Plaintiff other-
wise the address of Plaintiff is:
                               Michael J. Lowenberg

               5433 Westheimer Road, Suite 900
                               Houston, TX  77056

ISSUED AND GIVEN under my hand and seal of said Court at 
Orange, Texas, this July 30, 2020.

                                                        VICKIE EDGERLY, District Clerk
                                     Orange County, Texas

                                        Vickie Edgerly

NOTICE TO
CREDITORS

Notice is hereby given 
that original Letters 
Testamentary for the 
Estate of GERALD 
ARTHUR GRAY, SR., 
Deceased, were issued on 
MAY 12, 2020, in Cause 
No. P18608, pending in 
the County Court at Law 
of Orange County, Texas, 
to: RICHARD WILLIAM 
GRAY AND GERALD 
ARTHUR GRAY, II.

All persons having 
claims against this Estate 
which is currently being 
administered are required 
to present them to the 
undersigned within the 
time and in the manner 
prescribed by law.

c/o:  George B. Barron
Attorney at Law
P.O. Box 279
Orange, TX 
77631-0279

Dated the  29th day 
of July, 2020.

George B. Barron
George B. Barron
   
Attorney for RICHARD 
WILLIAM GRAY and GERALD 
ARTHUR GRAY, II
State Bar No.: 01817500 
P.O. Box 279                                                         
Orange, TX 77631-0279

NOTICE TO
CREDITORS

LEGAL NOTICES

Promoting healthy living 
in our community

• Primary Healthcare
• Behavioral Healthcare

• Intellectual and Developmental Disability Programs
• Military Veteran Peer Network

• Children’s Services
• On-Site Pharmacy

• Tobacco Cessation Supports
• Group & Individual Counseling

• Substance Use Recovery Specialists
• Wellness Programs 

Full-Service
Healthcare

Lifestyle 
Management 

Wellness
Programs

Promoting healthy living 
in our community

Promoting healthy living 
in our community

2750 South 8th Street      655 South 8th Street

Beaumont, texaS 77701
(409) 839-1000

toll-Free criSiS hotline: 1-800-937-8097
www.SPindletoPcenter.org

2750 South 8th Street      655 South 8th Street

Beaumont, texaS 77701
(409) 839-1000

toll-Free criSiS hotline: 1-800-937-8097
www.SPindletoPcenter.org

2750 South 8th Street      655 South 8th Street

Beaumont, texaS 77701
(409) 839-1000

toll-Free criSiS hotline: 1-800-937-8097
www.SPindletoPcenter.org

• Primary Healthcare
• Behavioral Healthcare

• Intellectual and Developmental Disability Programs
• Military Veteran Peer Network

• Children’s Services
• On-Site Pharmacy

• Tobacco Cessation Supports
• Group & Individual Counseling

• Substance Use Recovery Specialists
• Wellness Programs 

• Primary Healthcare
• Behavioral Healthcare

• Intellectual and Developmental Disability Programs
• Military Veteran Peer Network

• Children’s Services
• On-Site Pharmacy

• Tobacco Cessation Supports
• Group & Individual Counseling

• Substance Use Recovery Specialists
• Wellness Programs 

Healthcare
& Medical
Directory

Consult These Professional Healthcare Providers

Srinlvasa Rao Kothapalli, MD Nidal I. Buhels, MD

Board Certified in 

CARDIOLOGY 
and 

Interventional Cardiology

Convenient In-Office Cardiac Testing including:
Echo Cardiogram, Stress Echo, Nuclear Imaging 
(SPECT and Cardiac PET), Carotid Ultrasound,

Abdominal Aortic Ultrasound, Peripheral 
Vascular Studies, as well as Holter Monitors.

409-723-6600
2501 Jimmy Johnson Blvd. Ste. 500 • Port Arthur

Staff Report
For The Record

Three faculty members from La-
mar State College Port Arthur were 
recently honored with selection as 
recipients of the annual NISOD Ex-
cellence Awards. Honorees for 
2020 include English professor Dr. 
Michelle Judice, Software Develop-
er and Game Design Program Co-
ordinator Sarita Medhekar and 
Surgical Technology instructor 
Truman Hare.

The National Institute for Staff 
and Organizational Development 
(NISOD) presents its Excellence 
Awards to recognize men and 
women each year who have demon-
strated an outstanding commit-
ment and contribution to their stu-
dents and colleagues. In 1989, in 
connection with a University of 
Texas at Austin national study of 
teaching excellence, NISOD hosted 
its first ceremony honoring NISOD 
Excellence Award recipients. The 
response to that ceremony was so 
positive that NISOD began what 
has become the largest and most 
inspiring gathering that recognizes 
the contributions and achieve-
ments of community and technical 
college faculty, administrators, and 
staff.

Due to the ongoing COVID-19 
pandemic, the 2020 conference was 
cancelled with award recipients be-
ing given their awards by individual 
campus leadership. LSCPA Presi-
dent Dr. Betty Reynard presented 
the NISOD Excellence Awards dur-
ing an informal get-together on 

Tuesday, August 4.
“We are aware of the excellence 

exhibited by our instructors and 
professors at Lamar State College 
Port Arthur,”Dr. Reynard. “To see 
them recognized beyond our cam-
pus is truly satisfying. These in-

structors deserve every bit of credit 
they receive for doing such a won-
derful job for our students.”

Excellence Award recipients are 
typically celebrated during NI-
SOD’s annual International Con-
ference on Teaching and Leader-

ship Excellence in Austin, Texas. 
During the Excellence Awards Din-
ner and Celebration, held in con-
junction with NISOD’s annual con-
ference, each Excellence Award re-
cipient receives a specially cast, 
pewter medallion hung on a burnt-

orange ribbon. The names, titles, 
and colleges of all Excellence Award 
recipients are included in a special 
booklet that features congratulato-
ry ads from many of the recipients’ 
colleges. In addition, presentations 
at the conference involving Excel-
lence Award recipients are indicat-
ed in the Conference Program with 
a special icon.

“Recognizing those individuals 
who have contributed to student 
success and their colleges’ mission 
is something we look forward to 
doing each year,” said Dr. Edward J. 
Leach, NISOD’s Executive Direc-
tor. “The extraordinary work of 
these men and women includes not 
only what they do for their students 
and colleagues, but what they do 
for the communities in which they 
live and work. We’re honored to be 
able to play a part in celebrating 
their achievements.”

About NISOD
The National Institute for Staff 

and Organizational Development 
(NISOD) is a membership organi-
zation committed to promoting 
and celebrating excellence in teach-
ing, learning, and leadership at 
community and technical colleges. 
For community and technical col-
leges that want to make the most of 
their professional development dol-
lars, NISOD provides budget-
friendly, high-quality, and faculty-
focused programs and resources. 
For over 40 years, NISOD’s cus-
tomer-focused approach has helped 
align our wide array of benefits 
with the needs of our members.

NISOD Excellence Awards honor LSCPA faculty
• The Record • Week of Wednesday, August 5, 2020 4B

Three Lamar State College Port Arthur faculty members were recently honored with NISOD Excellence Awards for their 
outstanding performance in the classroom. Pictured are, from left, English professor Dr. Michelle Judice, Software De-
veloper and Game Design Program Coordinator Sarita Medhekar, LSCPA President Dr. Betty Reynard, and Surgical Tech-
nology instructor Truman Hare.
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HARRY’S APPLI-
ANCES - Used appli-
ances starting at 
$99.95, 302 10th. St. 
(10th. & main) Or-
ange, We also buy 
used appliances, Call 
or come by 409-886-
4111.

4 BR Home for Rent 
in Roselawn.  $1050 
Month/$1000 Dep. w/ 
1 yr. lease, CA/H, 1 
bath, W/D hookups, 2 
car garage, fenced 
yard, corner lot, no 
HUD.  409-420-2767, 
if no answer leave 
message.

1 & 2 BR Houses for 
Rent in  the Orange /  
Little Cypress area.  
All bills paid, appli-
ances  & A/C includ-
ed. No deposit.  Please 
call 409-330-1641 or 
409-988-9336.

Mausoleum for two 
caskets in covered 
section at St. Mary 
Cemetery in Orange, 
TX.  $5000.00  Call 
409-883-9748

Couch, Taupe fabric, 
3 cushions on the 
front and back, 7-8 ft 
long.  Very nice, good 
condition. Please call 
409-886-2264

2007 Silver Toyota 4 
Runner all original, 
v6,4 door,179,000 
miles, excellent shape. 
Asking price is 
$10,500. For more in-
fo call 409-330-1946 
or after 5PM call 409-
988-2875.

Free Scrap metal re-
moval.  Do you have 
any old appliances?  
We will haul them 
away at no charge.  
409-330-1422.

Home Cleaning 
available bi-weekly or 
monthly, small or 
large jobs.  References 
available.  Sanitizing.  
Contact Nelda @409-
719-3992 or nswiere@
gmail.com.

Jeans Hemmed, adult 
& childrens masks, 
special orders.  Please 
call 409-238-1230.

Multi Family Garage 
Sale at 2103 Bonnie 
Ave, West Orange, on 
Friday 8/7, Saturday 
8/8 & Sunday 8/9 from 
8 am - 5 pm.  House-
hold items, tools, toys, 
antiques, clothes, lots 
more.

Large Garage Sale on 
Friday 8/7 & Saturday 
8/8 from 8am to noon 
at 3312 Pineridge in 
Orange.  Clothes, 
kitchen items, crafts, 
house décor and 
much much more.

Due to the Covid-19 
outbreak and uncer-
tainty of use of school 
facility the 2020 Clas-
sic Cardinal Reunion 
has been cancelled.  
All activities will re-
sume far 2021.  Bridge 
City High School 
Alumni Association  
address is P.O. Box 
1066, Bridge City, 
77611 and chairper-
sons are Darrell Segu-
ra, 409-720-9999 and 
Charlotte Chaisson, 
409-697-0050.

The Dementia Care 
Givers’ Support 
Group meets at St. 
Francis of Assisi 
Catholic Church, 
4300 Meeks Drive in 
Orange on the Second 
Wednesday of every 
month at 10:00 a.m., 
and Second Thursday 
of every month at 
6:30.

Al-Anon can help if 
someone close to you 
has a drinking prob-
lem. Al-Anon meets 
Sun. & Wed., 7:00 
p.m., North Orange 
Baptist Church, 4775 
N. 16th St. (Rear), Or-
ange, TX 77632.  Call 
Angela at 474-2171 or 
Jane at 409-670-2887 
for more info. 

Al-Anon meetings 
held on Thurs. at 7 
p.m. in the Library at 
St. Henry’s Catholic 
Church Education 
building, at 475 W. 
Roundbunch Road, 
Bridge City.  For more 
information, please 
contact Cindy at 409-
749-9036 or Mike at 
409-718-0333.  

FOR  REN T

A P P L I A N C E S

NOW
HIRING all
positions!

Apply in person at 
1265 Texas Ave,

Bridge City

NO PHONE
 CALLS!!!

• Garage Sales
• Birthdays
• For Sale 

• Weddings
• Rentals

• Memorials
• Services  

• Engagements
 

THE RECORD
Community Classifieds

Call 735-5305
• Penny Record Office: 333 West Roundbunch, Bridge City

• County Record Office: 320 Henrietta, Orange
Note: Offices Closed On Wednesday

•  Just $10 For A 30 Word Ad In Both Papers And The Web
•  Classified Newspaper Deadline: Monday 5 P.M. For Upcoming Issue
•  You Can Submit Your Ad ANYTIME Online At TheRecordLive.com

Your ads published in both newspapers,
the County Record and the Penny Record
plus on our web site TheRecordLive.com

CEME T ER Y  P LO T

HELP  WA N T ED

Great Rates & Better Quality, Guarenteed.

Thibeaux’s
Lawn Service

Call for free bids

409-679-3748 
Troy Thibeaux

ORANGE’S OLDEST HOMETOWN APPLIANCE DEALER                            

 HARRY’S
APPLIANCE & SERVICE, INC.

• FREEZERS • DISHWASHERS 
• REFRIGERATORS • WASHERS & DRYERS

• RANGES • AIR CONDITIONERS
We sell parts for all major brands - We service what we sell!

    409•886•4111 302 10th St.
Orange

FREE LOCAL 
DELIVERY

SI NC E  19 6 3

Stakes Electric
“GENERAC GENERATORS”

COMMERCIAL • RESIDENTIAL
OLD HOMES • LED UPGRADES

ALL UNDERGROUND

409-749-4873
Licensed

Customer: #25151  Master: #14161

TRACTOR 
WORK

• Bush Hogging  
• Water 

• Dirt & Shell  
  • Sewer

• Electrical  
• Digging Services

LOCAL
409-670-2040

B US I N E S S  CA R D  L I ST I N G S   409•886•7183 or 409•735•5305

American 
Legion Post 49

Hall Rentals
Call for info @
409-886-1241

NOTICE: Vehicle stored at 
Gilbeaux’s Towing and 

Transport Inc. 058449  VSF

16527 Hwy 62 S. 
Orange, TX 77630
PH (409) 886-0007

Total charges cannot be computed 
until the vehicle is claimed, storage 
charges will accrue daily until the 
vehicle is released. Must demon-
strate proof of ownership and pay 

current charges to claim vehicle. 
www.tdlr.texas.gov

Vin#5N1AT2MV4KC745098 
19 NISSAN
Owed $432.20
Vin#1UYVS2485CP238922
12 UTILITY
Owed $17,136.87

SERV ICE S

FURNITURE

ENGAGEMENTS •  WEDDINGS

MEMORIALS • ADOPTIONS

LEGALS • BIRTHDAYS

Please call us at
409-735-5305 or 409-886-7183

ESTATE SALE

HELP 
WANTED

FULL TIME &
PART TIME

GROCERY STOCKERS
GROCERY CHECKERS 

- DELI WORKERS

APPLY IN PERSON 
ONLY  - NO PHONE 

CALLS PLEASE!

K-DAN”S
SUPER FOODS _ 

9604 FM 105

DANNY’S SUPER FOODS

2003 Western

AU T O  FOR  S ALE

ANNOUNCEMENTS

5K MINISTRIES 
FOOD PANTRY

9125 Skeeter
Orange, 77632

Corner of Hwy 62 & 
Skeeter

2 miles North of  
intersection in 
Mauriceville.

Open Fridays 
8:30am - 11:30am

HomeInstead 
Senior Care has 

openings for
 CAREGIVERS & 

CNA Positions 
in the SETX Area  

Apply today 
www.HomeInstead.

com/216 

GARAGE SALE 

Estate Sale Of Yank 
and Peggy Mortimer 
5621 Pine Needle St. 
77632 Friday-Mon-
day, Aug. 7-10, 2020 
8AM-4PM. Leather 
couch with 2 end re-
cliners, matching 
love seat, entertain-
ment center/tv 
stands, Victorian so-
fa, chairs, end tables, 
lamps, sofa tables, 
large selection of Ti-
ara glassware, clear 
glass, milk glass, ear-
ly American hutch, 
large china cabinet, 
curio cabinets, large 
2 leaf dining table 
w/6 chairs, round ta-
ble w/4 chairs, kitch-
en wares, small appli-
ances, dolls, figu-
rines, office desks, 
jewelry cabinet, cos-
tume jewelry, singer 
sewing machine, 
singer serger, linens, 
bedding, clothes, sea-
sonal decorations, 
John Deere mower 
43” cut 17 HP, gener-
ator 4,000KW, med 
size limb shredder, 
sm misc hand tools, 
wrought iron plant-
ers, cast iron pot bel-
ly stove, much more. 
Take Hwy 87 N turn 
onto Allie Payne RD. 
Turn left onto Pine 
Needle St. You can 
contact either Patsy 
Chambers @ 409-
735-5705,409-330-
5080 or Agnes Cham-
bers @ 409-625-0679 
936-590-8655

SERV ICE S The Bridge City / 
Orangefield Minis-
terial Alliance has 
moved to their tem-
porary location until 
the new building is 
complete.   Our tem-
porary location at Fel-
lowship Baptist in 
Bridge City located at 
1965 Miller Dr.  (Off 
408) in Bridge City.  

The hours of opera-
tion are Monday & 
Wednesday from  
9am-12pm.  For more 
information please 
contact our office at 
409-735-8296.

FOR SALE
409-886-7183
409-735-7305



CMYK

6B • The Record • Week of Wednesday, August 5, 2020

LIKE NEW
AUTOMOTIVE

COLLISION SPECIALIST

Patronize ‘The Record’ Church Sponsors
Become A Sponsor And List Your Business Here To Support Local Church News

COWBOY CHURCH
OF ORANGE COUNTY

673 FM 1078 • Orange • 409-718-0269
Sunday Services: 10:30 AM

Bible Studies for Men and Women • Monday 6 p.m.
Co-Ed Bible Study • Sunday 9:15 a.m.

Ladies Bible Study • Tuesday 10:00 a.m.
Bible Studies & Youth Activities • Wed. 6:30 p.m.

Colony Baptist Church
13353 FM 1130 • Orange

PASTOR SAM ROE
Music Director: Tim McCarver

Sunday School: 9:30 am
Sunday Service: 10:30 am / Sunday Evening: 6 pm

Wednesday Bible Study: 6 pm

Stacy Reaoch
Guest Contributor
desirgGod.org

2:40am. The red numbers 
glare at me through the dark-
ness of the room, taunting me 
to try to get back to sleep. As I 
toss and turn, trying to get 
comfortable, my mind clicks 
on like the rooster just crowed. 
Before I know it, my thoughts 
are off and running, trying to 
figure out the carpool schedule 
for the week, or calculating 
when I’ll have time to finish a 
task, or replaying a difficult 
conversation. Eventually I’m 
left feeling exhausted and frus-
trated at the same time. Doesn’t 
God give sleep to his beloved 
(Psalm 127:2)? Why has this 
become a routine trial for me?

Sleeplessness has been the 
thorn in my flesh for a handful 
of years. Somewhere in the 
midst of waking up in the night 
to nurse babies or care for a 
sick child or tend to someone 
who had a nightmare, my sleep 
cycles were significantly al-
tered. Being a mom has trained 
my ear to wake up at the slight-
est noise, and once I’m up, my 
mind turns on, and it’s hard to 
shut back down.

Awake in the Night

Whether the cause is chil-
dren, evening work shifts, or 
anxiety, the battle with sleep-
lessness is a common trial. I’ve 
tried natural remedies, exer-
cise, limited screen time, read-
ing, and even prescription 
medicine to try to solve the 
problem. But most of the time, 
nothing seems to have a long-
lasting effect. A frequent 
prayer request of mine is for 
better sleep. Some nights, that 
prayer is answered. I feel like a 
new woman when I sleep con-
tinuously for six or more hours. 
I’ve grown to be deeply grateful 
for a good night’s sleep. But the 
majority of the time, consistent 
sleep through the night has 

been a struggle — a struggle 
that can leave me feeling ex-
hausted and discouraged.

At times, the words of Psalm 
127:2 have stung: “It is in vain 
that you rise up early and go 
late to rest, eating the bread of 
anxious toil; for he gives to his 
beloved sleep.” In my worst 
moments, I’ve questioned 
God’s love for me. Why would 
he make this promise and then 
allow me so many restless 
nights?

But what if God shows his 
love for us not only through the 
gift of sleep, but through the 
gift of sleeplessness? Might he 
use sleepless nights to draw us 
closer to himself? To depend 
on him each moment of the 
day?

When Nighttime Falls

If you’ve struggled with set-
ting your mind to rest and fall-
ing asleep at night, you’ve likely 
experienced some pre-bedtime 
anxiety. Another restless night 
could make it difficult to care 
for your children, make it 
through the board meeting 
with your eyes open, or have 
the clarity of mind for an inter-
view.

But as nighttime falls, God 
already knows our needs. Jesus 
reminds us not to be anxious 
about our life (Matthew 6:25–
34) — and that includes the 
next eight hours. If God cares 
for the tiniest creatures around 
us, how much more will he care 
for us? Worrying profits noth-
ing, but robs us of peace, joy, 
and often, more sleep.

Instead of drowning in the 
cares of tomorrow, we can 
meditate on the promises of 
God to care for us. God already 
knows how many hours of sleep 
we need in order to function 
the next day. He is our good 
and faithful Father. We can 
trust him with our sleep, or 
lack thereof. We can lie down 
to rest, entrusting ourselves to 
the One who never slumbers 

nor sleeps (Psalm 121:4), and 
asking him to fulfill for us the 
words of David, “In peace I will 
both lie down and sleep; for 
you alone, O Lord, make me 
dwell in safety” (Psalm 4:8).

Midnight Battle

Maybe you’re like me. I usu-
ally have no trouble falling 
asleep. The events of the day 
and four children leave me 
completely exhausted at bed-
time. It’s those middle-of-the-
night noises that rouse me 
awake and get my mind run-
ning like the engine of a car. 
What can we do in such mo-
ments? We’ve prayed for a good 
night’s rest, but here we are 
again, awake.

Psalm 119:147–148 gives us a 
picture of how we might fight 
our midnight battle:

I rise before dawn and cry 
for help;

I hope in your words.
My eyes are awake before 

the watches of the night,
that I may meditate on your 

promise.

It’s easy to wake up and be-
gin trying to solve our biggest 
problems, or at least the dinner 
menu for the week. Why not 
instead join the psalmist in 
crying for help? Rather than 
letting our minds carry us 
away from our much-needed 
sleep, perhaps we might pray 
that God would help us entrust 
our worries to him. And wheth-
er sleep comes or not, we can 
meditate on his promises in-
stead of dwelling on our prob-
lems.

Another psalmist wrote, “I 
lift up my eyes to the hills. 
From where does my help 
come?” When we open our eyes 
in the middle of the night, we 
might ask the same question. 
From where does our help 
come in the darkest hours of 
the night? “[Our] help comes 
from the Lord, who made heav-

en and earth” (Psalm 121:1–2).
Our hope isn’t in a perfect 

eight hours of sleep, but in a 
faithful God whom we can 
trust to sustain us the next day. 
He promises to give us strength 
in our weakness and provide us 
with his all-sufficient grace (2 
Corinthians 12:9).

Bleary-Eyed Morning

My constant prayer to sleep 
through the night has caused 
me to lean into the promises of 
God like nothing else has. In 
the midst of my bleary eyes and 
lagging body, I’m pushed to 
rely on Christ for strength. My 
lack of good rest has made me 
depend on God in ways that I 
wouldn’t if I normally got seven 
hours of good sleep.

I find myself dependent on 
him for strength to get up and 
serve my family when I really 
want to stay in bed another 
hour. Dependent on him for 
patience with my kids when I 
am feeling extra irritable. De-
pendent on him for self-control 
when I’m tempted to consume 
a mountain of sugar and caf-
feine to keep going. Dependent 
on him for the time and focus 
needed to finish a project or 
prepare for Bible study. In each 
of these moments, there’s a 
beauty to seeing our own inad-
equacies and realizing our 
need for the grace of God to 
uphold us.

Our joy does not come from 
the strength of a full night of 
sleep, but from the strength 
that God gives us in himself: 
“Blessed are those whose 
strength is in you, in whose 
heart are the highways to Zion” 
(Psalm 84:5).

Our Past and Future Hope

Jesus can sympathize with 
our sleeplessness. The night 
before his crucifixion, he spent 
an agonizing night awake in 
the garden of Gethsemane, 
pleading with God for the cup 

to pass (Mark 14:32–42). His 
own friends and disciples failed 
him by falling asleep when he 
asked them to stay awake to 
pray. The daunting events of 
the forthcoming day kept Jesus 
awake throughout the night. 
He understands our angst, our 
weariness, our frustration. His 
sleepless night came on the 
cusp of him facing the most ex-
cruciating event of all time — 
taking on the sin of the world.

And because of his great love 
and sacrifice, we have hope 
that one day our sleeplessness 
will be exchanged for perfect 
rest in eternity. As our earthly 
bodies battle fatigue, we re-
member in heaven we’ll no lon-
ger be tired. God will give us 
new bodies that will be per-
fectly rested in him.

In the meantime, God has a 
purpose in our sleeplessness. 
He can use our weakness to 
make us dependent on him, 
showing us his love and care 
with each passing minute of 
the day. He can use our weari-
ness to push us to lean on him 
as the all-sufficient, all-wise, 
and all-powerful God, and to 
know that when we are weak 
with sleeplessness, then we are 
strong in him.

Stacy Reaoch (@Sta-
cyReaoch) is the author of 
Wilderness Wanderings: 
Finding Contentment in the 
Desert Times of Life. She also 
writes regularly at her web-
site. She and her husband, 
Ben, live in Pittsburgh, Penn-
sylvania, with their four chil-
dren.
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