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  The County Judge is ask-
ing for a way out, but said 
Tuesday afternoon that he 
has passed along the state’s 
order rolling back relaxed 
Covid-19 restrictions:

Until further notice, Or-
ange County bars without 
food service must shut down 
and restaurants and busi-
nesses can operate with only 
50% capacity. Elective sur-
geries must be postponed.

Orange County is part of a 
nine-county Trauma Service 
Area that stretches from 

Newton 
County to 
Galveston 
County but 
does not in-
clude Houston 
and Harris 
County.

Because that 
TSA R has had seven consec-
utive days in which the num-
ber of Covid-19 hospitalized 
patients as a percentage of 
total hospital capacity ex-
ceeds 15%, it has been 
deemed an “area with high 
hospitalizations.”

That designation kicks in 
the rollbacks of businesses 

and restaurants from 75% ca-
pacity to 50%.

“We’re asking them to give 
us a waiver on that,” John 
Gothia, County Judge, said. 
“We don’t know if we’ll get it, 
but we’re going to at least 
ask. Hopefully, in seven days 
when we look at that number 

again, we’ll be able to come 
back out of that.”

Joel Ardoin, county emer-
gency management coordi-
nator, reported at Tuesday’s 
meeting of Commissioners 
Court that only 26 people 
from Orange County were 
hospitalized, according to 

statistics put together by lo-
cal health authorities. Of 
those, seven were on ventila-
tors.

Of course, Orange County 
doesn’t currently have a hos-
pital, the closest being in 
Beaumont, Port Arthur or 
Louisiana.

Jefferson County, home to 
Beaumont, has had more 
deaths caused by Covid-19 in 
December – 45 as of Mon-
day, the Beaumont Enter-
prise reported – than any 
other month since the first 

Orange County small 
businesses could be eligible 
for a second round of federal 
Paycheck Protection Pro-
gram loans if legislation 
passed by Congress Monday 
is OK’d by the White House.

Under the legislation, 
loans are eligible for forgive-
ness and the money from 
PPP loans is not taxable. 
This changes the old law, 
making the tax deduction 
retroactive.

President Trump threat-
ened Tuesday not to sign a 
stimulus bill based on $600 
checks to American taxpay-
ers, calling it “ridiculously 
low” and seeking $2,000 

stimulus checks instead.
Ida Schossow, president of 

the Greater Orange Area 
Chamber of Commerce, said 
that while her office is closed 
for the holidays, she would 
continue to pass along infor-
mation about the PPP pro-
gram to members as quickly 
as it comes to her.

“It’s hard because it’s the 
end of the year, but this stuff 
is important to a lot of peo-
ple,” she said. “And you need 
to sign up as soon as possi-
ble.”

Part of the bill would be 
Second Draw PPP Loans. 
The legislation in the origi-
nal $900 billion bill allocates 
$284 billion and refers to the 
new loans as second draw 
loans.

“This would reopen the 
PPP process and allow a sec-
ond draw for small business-
es that have exhausted the 
PPP funding available earlier 
this year,” Neil Bradley, vice 
president and chief policy of-
ficer at the U.S. Chamber of 
Commerce, said during a 
Small Business Update 
streamed Tuesday.

The loan limit is $2 mil-
lion and the amount a small 
business is eligible for is de-
termined by taking their av-
erage monthly payroll in 
2019 and multiply it by 2.5, 
which equals 2.5 months of 
payroll.

Restaurants and food busi-
nesses are able to obtain 
loans for 3.5 months.

Changes in PPP2 include 

the size of a small business 
to be eligible. The maximum 
size has been cut from 500 
employees to 300. A small 
business must have already 
used or planned to use their 
original PPP loan.

“Borrowers must demon-
strate at least a 25% drop in 
gross receipts in a quarter in 
2020 relative to the same 
quarter in 2019,” Bradley 
said.

“If you were shuttered for 
four to five months, or were 
barely open, you qualify.”

The second draw loans are 
forgivable but 60% must be 
spent on payroll costs. As the 
loan funds will cover 10-11 
weeks of payroll, but have a 

To say Sheriff Lane 
Mooney’s first six months on 
the job have been full of sur-
prises might be putting it 
mildly.

There was:
-- a day-long August SWAT 

standoff that included a two-
hour gun battle;

-- a train derailment and 
chemical spill that forced 
evacuation of a neighbor-
hood of 600 people;

-- a hurricane that de-
stroyed the jail roof and 
forced the movement of 100 
prisoners nearly 200 miles.

And all this came during 
the worst health disaster in 
U.S. history, the ongoing 
coronavirus pandemic.

Mooney, who took office at 
12:01 a.m. on July 1, tested 
positive for Covid-19 four 
days later.

“We’ve been really busy, 
and we’ve been able to do a 
lot of things I wanted to do,” 
Mooney said. “And four days 
into my term, I got the Cov-
id.”

Asked about his biggest 
challenge, Mooney said it’s 

been the jail. More than 100 
inmates were evacuated 
ahead of Hurricane Laura 
making landfall Aug. 27, to 
Henderson County Jail in 
Athens, Texas, in northeast 
Texas.

Debris blown by the 100 
mph winds packed by the 
storm pockmarked the roof 
over the jail’s four dormito-
ries, located next to the Sher-
iff ’s Office.

Roof work continues, and 
in the meantime the county 
maintenance department 
has made many repairs to the 
interior. And about 80 in-
mates are still in Athens, 
waiting for the roof to be fin-
ished in the next few weeks.

“We completely redid all of 
the dorms, and it cost us $1.2 
million in total,” Mooney 
said. “It has been a slow pro-
cess but it’s starting to ramp 
up.”

Insurance will pay for the 
roof repairs and for the 
$4,000 to $8,000 per day 
housing charge from Hen-
derson County, Orange 
County officials have said.

Hurricane Laura arrived 

Deputy Walter Low, left, and Sheriff Lane Mooney inspect repairs 
at the Orange County Jail earlier this month.
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Brown Hearing Centers
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Appointments are limited! RSVP today:

1-888-464-8896
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Custom Made
For hearing loss up 
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special fi nancing options.*
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Gov. Greg Abbott received 
the COVID-19 vaccine Tues-
day in Austin, saying he want-
ed to show Texans how “safe 
and easy” it is.

“I will never ask any Texan 
to do something that I’m not 
willing to do myself,” Abbott 
said moments before getting 
vaccinated at a televised 
event at Ascension Seton 
Medical Center.

After getting the injection 
in his left arm — a process 
that took just over a minute 
— Abbott said he didn’t “feel 
a thing,” thanked his nurse 
and threw his hands up.

“It’s that easy,” he told re-
porters.

Abbott is the latest elected 
official to get vaccinated 
amid some criticism that the 
powerful are skipping the line 
for a vaccine that is otherwise 
being prioritized for health 
care workers for now. Abbott 
defended his decision to re-
ceive the vaccine Tuesday, 
saying he spoke the previous 
day with Alex Azar, the U.S. 
health and human services 

secretary, and Dr. Robert Red-
field, the director of the Cen-
ters for Disease Control and 
Prevention.

“They said it’s important for 
governors to step up and be 
examples in their communi-
ty,” Abbott said.

Abbott said he especially 
wanted to promote the vac-
cine in light of polls that show 
Texans are “apprehensive” 
about it. An October poll from 
the University of Texas and 
Texas Tribune found that only 
42% of the state’s voters would 
try to get the vaccine if it be-
came available at a low cost.

Abbott was accompanied by 
Dr. John Hellerstedt, commis-
sioner of the Texas Depart-
ment of State Health Services, 
who was also vaccinated.

Health groups lauded Ab-
bott’s decision to be publicly 

vaccinated, saying his leader-
ship is needed to instill confi-
dence in the vaccine.

“People need to see we can 
make Texas strong against the 
coronavirus if we all take 
these preventive measures to 
protect ourselves and others. 
The governor is leading by ex-
ample by getting the shot,” the 
Texas Medical Association 
said in a statement on Mon-
day.

Texas is set to receive 1.4 
million total vaccine doses by 
the end of the month. Vac-
cines began arriving in Texas 
last week, and health care 
workers began receiving injec-
tions immediately.

The state previously out-
lined that “first tier” recipi-
ents of the vaccine include 
hospital-based workers who 
have direct contact with pa-

tients, staff of nursing homes 
or other long-term care facili-
ties who work directly with 
residents, home health aides 
who manage “vulnerable and 
high-risk” patients and emer-
gency medical service provid-
ers such as paramedics and 
ambulance drivers.

The “second tier” of health 
care workers who were also 
prioritized by the state to for 
vaccinations include those 
who interact with patients in 
outpatient settings such as 
doctors’ offices, workers in 
freestanding emergency 
rooms and urgent care clinics, 
community pharmacy work-
ers, public health workers who 
administer COVID-19 tests, 
school nurses and mortuary 
workers such as medical ex-
aminers and embalmers.

Abbott receives COVID-19 vaccine ‘as an example to Texans’
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2018 Ford F-150 XL
SuperCrew Cab

2.7L 6 Cyl., Automatic Trans.,  Exterior 
Color: Magma Red Metallic, Interior Color: 

Black, Mileage: 45746, Stock #: P2266

$31,835

2016 GMC Yukon
Denali SUV

6.2L 8 Cyl., Automatic Trans.,  Exterior 
Color: Sparkling Silver Metallic, Interior 

Color: Cocoa Dark Atmosphere,
Mileage: 79944, Stock #: 8008B

$33,869

2017 Dodge Journey GT 
SUV

3.6L 6 Cyl. Engine, Automatic Trans., Exte-
rior Color: Vice White, Interior Color: Black 

Red, Mileage: 20147, Stock #: P2283

$17,389

2018 Toyota Highlander 
XLE SUV

3.5L 6 Cyl., Automatic Trans., Exterior 
Color: Silver, Interior Color: Black,

Mileage: 47475 Stock #: P2295

$29,009

2017 Honda Civic Sedan 
LX Sedan

2.0L 4 Cyl.,  Variable Transmission, Exterior 
Color: Red, Interior Color: Black,
Mileage: 43174, Stock #: T8058A

$14,139

2017 Kia Sorento LX 
SUV

2.4L 4 Cyl. Engine, Automatic Trans.,  Ex-
terior Color: Sangria, Interior Color: Satin 

Black, Mileage: 53225, Stock #: P2292

$14,714

2020 Ford F-150
LARIAT SuperCrew
3.5L 6 Cyl.,  Automatic Trans.,  Exterior 

Color: Black, Interior Color: Black, Mileage: 
13780, Mileage: 13780, Stock #: P2254

$44,232

2017 Chevrolet Traverse 
LT SUV

3.6L 6 Cyl. Engine, Automatic Trans., Exte-
rior Color: Silver Ice Metallic, Interior Color: 

Ebony, Mileage: 99449, Stock #: P2288

$16,324

Merry Christmas
Orange County!
Shop Us Online For New & Preowned

www.SabineRiverFord.com

case was reported in our area 
in February.

The Covid-19 death total 
in Orange County stands at 
46 for the entire year, ac-
cording to Ardoin.

The Texas Department of 
State Health Services dash-
board shows 66 Orange 
County deaths, a huge dis-
crepancy created by different 
reporting rules that have yet 
to be reconciled.

In all, Ardoin said, the 
county had recorded a total 
of 4,999 Covid-19 cases for 
the year, with 3,528 recover-
ies. He told the court there 
were 1,425 active cases, “a 
significant increase over last 
week of more than 300.”

In order for a TSA to re-
open businesses to previous 
capacities, the area must go 
seven consecutive days with 
a hospitalization rate below 
15%.

TSA R, which includes Or-
ange, Hardin, Jasper, New-
ton, Jefferson, Chambers, 
Liberty, Brazoria and Galves-
ton Counties, had a record 
high of 39% last Thursday 
and was at 23% Tuesday, ac-
cording to DSHS.

According to state stats, 
TSA R has a total population 
of 1.3 million and 1,336 hos-
pital beds, 315 of which were 
occupied Tuesday by patients 
who had tested positive for 
COVID-19.

“The good news is the vac-
cine is rolling out steadily ev-
ery day,” Gothia said. “Let’s 
don’t let our guard down.”

Ardoin said the first 200 
doses of the Pfizer coronavi-
rus vaccine were distributed 
in Orange County last week 
to health professionals at 
doctors’ offices that are the 
first line of defense.

“The next group will get 
the Moderna vaccine,” Ar-
doin said, referring to the 
second vaccine approved for 
use by the FDA. It does not 
require sub-zero refrigera-
tion.

“It may get here as early as 

next week for nursing 
homes,” Ardoin said.

Gothia said high-risk indi-
viduals and first responders 
would be next in line for vac-
cinations, a group that also 
includes teachers and educa-
tional staff.

Plans are to serve the sec-
ond group out of two county 
facilities.

“We’re going to depend 
heavily on retail pharmacies 
– CVS, Walgreens and 
Walmart – for the general 
public,” Gothia said.

According to the Texas Al-
coholic Beverage Commis-
sion, Orange County has 
only 29 licensed bars – es-
tablishments that make 51% 
or more of their income from 
liquor sales – compared to 
315 TABC-licensed restau-
rants that serve liquor but 
make 51% or more from food 
sales.

At Tuesday’s bi-monthly 
meeting of county leaders, 
commissioners officially 
welcomed receipt of 
$482,000 in sales tax for Oc-
tober, $1.3 million in Decem-
ber property tax payments 
and $1.3 million in Hurri-
cane Laura insurance reim-
bursements for repairs to 
county buildings.

Then they approved pay-
ments of $1.6 million for bills 
paid on Dec. 15 and Dec. 22.

The county extended its 
Covid-19 disaster declara-
tion, as well as its Hurricane 
Laura disaster declaration 
for three months each, 
through March 23, 2021, to 

maintain eligibility for feder-
al and state reimbursement 
payments on expenses gen-
erated by those events.

Commissioners also voted 
unanimously to offer a six-
year abatement agreement 
with Optimus Steel to ex-
pand its plant in western Or-
ange County, next to the 
Neches River.

The company has not ac-
cepted the deal, or named 
Orange County its final site 
selection, Jessica Hill, county 
economic development di-
rector, stressed.

But the deal offers a 100% 
abatement of taxes on new 
plant values for the first 
three years, 80% for the 
fourth, 60% for the fifth and 
40% for the sixth.

Carl LeBlanc, a candidate 
in last year’s Republican pri-
mary for the Precinct 3 Com-
missioner, opposed approval 
of the deal, saying “You’re 
giving money away.”

Commissioners okayed the 
expenditure of about 
$360,000 on equipment for 
the Road and Bridge Depart-
ment, purchases made con-
tingent upon the approval of 
about $10 million in Hurri-
cane Laura reimbursements 
by FEMA, which the county 
received two weeks ago.

They also signed off on al-
lowing the Sheriff ’s Office to 
spend more than $230,000 
from its Treasury Forfeiture 
Budget to purchase new 
drone software, a weapons 
and explosives vault and a 
new armored SWAT vehicle.

Covid shutters businesses From Page 1 Sheriff dodges bullets, disaster From Page 1

Stimulus bill  From Page 1

less than a week after 
Mooney’s department was 
called on to assist with an in-
cident in the Gist communi-
ty, which straddles the Jasper 
and Newton County lines, 
just north of Orange County.

Newton County deputies 
responding to a disturbance 
call were fired upon.

The location was the scene 
of three previous situations 
with shout fired involving 
the same two people, but 
none so violent.

This incident ended up 
with one man in jail, the oth-
er hospitalized with a bullet 
wound.

“When another depart-
ment calls us for mutual aid, 
we’re going to be there for 
them,” Mooney said.

Newton County Sheriff 
Billy Rowles told a Jasper re-
porter that deputies from 
Jasper and Orange Counties 
were called to assist, along 
with state troopers and game 
wardens.

The men, armed with a 
shotgun and a rifle, barricad-
ed themselves inside a metal 
cargo container during the 
standoff, popping through 
an opening to fire rounds at 
officers, Rowles said.

The Newton sheriff told 
the reporter a day after that 
one bullet came through the 
window of the armored vehi-
cle he was in and missed his 
head by a foot. He said New-
ton’s armored vehicle had 25 
to 30 bullet holes in it,

Without the armored vehi-
cles, “I’d have been killed,” 
Mooney said. “And Sheriff 
Rowles. He took a gunshot 

right to his face had he not 
had the armor between 
them.

“I had about 12 shots right 
into my window. Chief 
Hanauer [Pinehurst Police 
Chief Fred Hanauer], he 
would have been killed.”

Mooney wouldn’t provide 
many details about the inci-
dent, noting that his records 
of the incident had been sent 
to the Texas Rangers, who 
are investigating.

But Tuesday, the Sheriff ’s 
Office told Commissioner’s 
Court it was investing 
$225,000 of its restricted 
Treasury Forfeiture Funds to 
buy a replacement armored 
vehicle.

Deputy Chief Keith Re-
neau said the original was to-
taled in the shootout in Gist.

The department had al-
ready ordered a replacement 
for a drone that was shot 
down during the ordeal.

“We were probably on 
scene 12 or 13 hours, and we 
were engaged in a running 
gun battle for a couple of 
hours,” Mooney said.

“We were worn out when 
the DPS SWAT team got 
there to relieve us. I have 
been involved in some seri-
ous incidents, but this rates 
up there.”

Reneau, Mooney’s right-
hand man, says the depart-
ment has used asset forfei-
ture funds to purchase about 
$1 million of new vehicles, 
replacing 21 that were worn 
out or involved in wrecks or 
done in by floods.

More of the funds have 
been spent on equipment, 

such as drone technology, ra-
dars, camera systems, night 
vision. The use of the forfei-
ture funds saves taxpayer 
money.

“For the first time in six or 
seven years, we’ve got radars 
in the vehicles,” Mooney 
said. “I know a lot of people 
have been concerned about 
traffic safety.

“Every car now has a gun 
rack in it, so guns won’t be 
laying in cars like they have 
been in the past. Each shift 
now has night vision gear, all 
at no cost to the taxpayer.”

Mooney says he has fully 
staffed the department for 
the first time since at least 
2015, when he was a deputy 
there.

“We filled those jobs in the 
first three days,” the sheriff 
said. “We had 13 or 14 spots 
empty; it was a massive un-
dertaking. But I had people 
lined up.”

The new sheriff said he has 
reopened the Vidor and 
Mauriceville substations, 
which had been closed since 
Hurricane Harvey in 2017 
and which were just repaired. 
The SWAT team and Nar-
cotics Unit has been reorga-
nized. He has hired female 
and minority deputies for pa-
trol.

“Being on this side of 
things has been very educa-
tional,” Mooney, a former 
deputy and Precinct 4 con-
stable, said. “I think I have 
surrounded myself with 
some of the best people in 
law enforcement.”

24-week use-or-lose date, 
most businesses will have 
little trouble using 60% of 
funds.

“You have to spend PPP 
loans on certain things in or-
der to get the loans forgiven,” 
Bradley said.

The biggest change, the 

USCOC veep said, “PPP 
loans are not taxable in-
come, and this is retroactive 
to the beginning of the 
CARES Act.

“It’s not taxable and the 
IRS cannot limit your deduc-
tion.”

Another big change is that 

small business owners used 
to have to choose between a 
PPP loan or and employee 
retention tax credit.

Bradley says the new bill 
means you can apply for 
both.”
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From The Creaux’s Nest
MERRY CHRISTMAS, 

JOYEUX NOEL, FELIZ NAVIDAD

Christmas this week will be like none we have ever seen 
before. A pandemic has ravaged the country. It’s not safe 
to travel or gather. The large family gatherings won’t be at 
Grandma’s house this year. Gatherings of cousins, who 
look forward to this once a year renewing of kinship and 
exchanging experiences, just won’t happen. Even though I 
believe it didn’t have to be this way, it is what it is. We still 
have a long way to go but there is hope on the way. A vac-
cine, over the next few months, might make for a bright 
and normal Christmas next year and Christmas 2020 
will be just a bad dream. Many families are suffering, 
millions are hungry, 20 million are out of work and 12 mil-
lion are facing eviction. It’s a sad time for all of us but I 
hate it mostly for the children. Regardless of your nation-
ality, it’s a time to make lasting memories. This year’s 
memories are what you make of them. Do what you can to 
make the most of it but above all, you must stay safe.

REMEMBERING HARRY CORBETT

A couple of weeks ago, we reported that Harry had been 
hospitalized with COVID. Harry Henderson Corbett II, 
age 70, passed away on December 16. We first met Harry 
in Wayne Peveto’s first race for state representative. I had 
the highest respect for him since. Most candidates seeking 
office often sought Harry’s support because he was so well 
respected by everyone who knew him and counted on his 
word. He was one of over 25,000 Texans that was taken 
home by a virus way too young. Taken by a virus that nev-
er should have reached this rancher in Orange County 
Texas. A gravesite service was held Sunday, December 20, 
at Winfree Cemetery. May this good man rest in peace.

FOUR SPECIAL GUYS CELEBRATE 
BIRTHDAYS THIS WEEK

My records indicate that four special guys will be cele-
brating birthdays during this week. I could write a full 
length story on each one but here are a few words on each. 
I’ll start with the oldest, my buddy for more years than 
seems possible. I remember when Attorney Sharon 
Bearden, 82, was sworn in to the bar. He ran for State Rep-
resentative, lost then became District Attorney during the 
most turbulent drug related times in the county, drug 
lords, brutal hoodlums that left walls covered with blood. 
I was there when son Jim Sharon was sworn in to the bar 
by Judge Buddie Hahn and also attended his grandmoth-
er Jewel’s celebration lunch. I was there when Sharon’s 
wife gave him a choice, “You or that dog has to go.” Bearden 
and the dog found a new home. Should he go first and I re-
main, I’ll be there to. Happy birthday brother. ***Commis-
sioner Kirk Roccaforte, former councilman and mayor of 
Bridge City, led his city through the devastating destruc-
tion of Hurricane Ike. He was the right person at the right 
time. He made national news when he called the head gov-
ernment official an “SOB” because Mayor Kirk couldn’t 
get housing assistance from the U.S. government for his 
city. I was standing next to Rep. Kevin Brady when the 
words came out of Kirk’s mouth. Brady got down in a 
crouch so the TV camera would not show him. Kirk was 
dealt a terrible blow when his wife Shirley died. Kirk, sin-
cere best wishes. ***Bobby Fillyaw was just a youngster 
when I first met his father, twice elected Newton County 
Judge. For years Bobby headed up Orange County Eco-
nomic Development under County Judge Carl 
Thibodeaux. A county judge change caught Fillyaw in the 
middle of political discard. Bobby has also known grief, 
his wife died just before being fired. A friendly guy, he’s the 
radio voice of the Newton Eagles football. *****I have 
known Russell Bottley since he was a teenager and also 
most of his family. Russell has the most inspiring story. 
Struck down with cancer as a young man, he had to deal 
with the long, hard battle back. With daily trips to Hous-
ton for months he was helped by friends and donations 
from strangers. Russell was able to work for a teacher, who 
had taught over 53 years, and had served as editor to this 
paper, Betty Jo Spence, who owned race horses. His best 
friend was professional NFL player Kevin “Pup” Smith. 
Russell’s biggest desire was to be a coach. He wouldn’t 
quit, he battled his illness until he won. There was no giv-
ing up with this guy. Today he’s a coach of his beloved 
West Orange-Stark Mustangs. “Russell, you’re an inspi-
ration to all young people who face what seems helpless.” 
*****Other folks celebrating…..Chris Gunn, who intro-
duced me to Bottley, celebrates on Dec. 23. The son of 
Buzzie and Dayle Gunn, I’ve known him since he was in 
short pants.*****Happy 65th anniversary to Rene and Lucy 
Hanks on Dec. 24.*****Judge Flo Edgerly celebrates on 
Christmas Day, also Helen DeRoche turns 95 on Christ-
mas Day.*****Our longtime friend Irene Stevens turns 93 
on Dec. 27. She’s not one of the Rascals but her late hus-
band Steve was. Happy Birthday to a great lady.*****Harriet 
Dubose celebrates Dec. 28.*****My longtime friend Kenny 
“KeeKee” Dupuis celebrates on Dec. 28. His late dad Paul 
and our late sheriff, Chester Holts, got caught in a cock 
fight in South Louisiana many years ago. He was a fast 
talking Cajun. 

TURNING BACK THE HANDS OF TIME
10 Years Ago-2010

Allen Ritter and Aaron Pena switching to the Republican 
Party has given them a two-thirds super majority in the com-
ing session. They can dictate the House agenda and pass 
what they please, including constitutional amendments. 
Democrats might as well stay home. They can’t stop or pass 
anything. Remember in 2003 members left the state to pre-
vent a quorum? Now 100 Republican members is a quo-
rum. Republicans control all statewide offices and the 
House and Senate. They call all the shots.***** We had a 
great visit the other day with Mary Bryant, a great lady. 
This time of years is especially hard on the fami-
ly. Casey passed away on Christmas Eve last year. 
Son Matt is doing very well kicking for the Atlanta Falcons; 
in fact, he’s the NFL’s second leading scorer. Sunday, 
against Seattle, he kicked two field goals and four extra 
points to win 34-18, clinching a playoff spot. His mom and 
brothers, Kim and Billy, will spend Christmas with Matt and 
family and will catch the last two games of the regular sea-
son. Matt, a Bridge City boy, makes Orange County 
proud.***** Our longtime buddy Dot Esbach came through 
another year with her annual Christmas fudge. ***** 
Also, Rev. Leo took care of the staff with a big box of sweets. 
*****Thanks also to our friend John Heard for the deli-
cious Orange County grown citrus. *****An interesting fig-
ure just came across my desk stating 39 percent of people 
polled say marriage is obsolete and 35 percent of “Baby 
Boomers” are now divorced. There’s something wrong with 
that picture. In the long run, kids are the ones who will pay 
the price. *****We discovered a great service in Bridge 
City that was a big help getting out holiday packages. It’s 
called Geaux Mail, owned by Jackie Smith and her hubby. 
They have numerous services.*****Forty years ago Steve 
Worster, Bridge City great, University of Texas All Ameri-
can was fourth in the 1970 Heisman ballots. At one time in 
the season, he seemed a shoe-in to get it. He was with good 
company however. Jim Plunkett won the trophy, Joe Theis-
man came in second and Archie Manning, the father 
of Payton and Eli, was chosen third. Steve made headlines 
and was known throughout the country. He brought a lot of 
recognition to our area. *****Special folks having birth-
days. Our friend Jimmy Dillon Jr. turned 52 on Dec. 20. 
***Our Facebook pal, Phyllis Broussard marks hers on 
Dec. 22. *** Harriet Dubose, commissioner David’s better 
half, celebrates and our buddy, Chris Gunn has another one 
Dec. 23. ***Wilda Martin, a former writer, celebrates on 
Dec. 24. ***Flo Edgerly and Helen DeRoche, both cele-
brate on Christmas Day. *** Others getting a year older 
are Ronnie Hutchison, mayor Kirk Roccaforte and Linn 
Cordner. ***Charles Pratt will put another notch on his 
years of life on Tuesday, Dec. 28***Anne Segura would cel-
ebrate on Dec. 26 if she were still with us. I miss her a lot. 
*** Our longtime friend Bax would be 87 on Christmas 
Day.*****Happy 55th anniversary to Rene’ and Lucy 
Hanks on Dec. 24. ***** This is the time of year when Joe 
Kazmar publishes his annual Christmas list. He has been 
running the list since the mid-1960s. He updates it regularly. 
Many on earlier list are now deceased. Many on this years 
list were not born when he started the annual tradition. 
*****Dupuis’ Full Service Station is one of the few left in 
the state. For 69 years it has been in continuous operation, 
run by the same family. Kee-Kee and his crew give a great 
service that you don’t find anywhere else. They check your 
oil, water, air your tires, clean your windows and much 
more. 

22 Years Ago-1998

Vonda MacAldredge Green and Ed Green, of Orange, 
are grandparents of Ashley Audra Jones, of Houston, who 
plays Megan  in the CBS soap, “The Young and the Rest-
less.”  Ashley  has played in several movies and commer-
cials. (Editor’s note: I wonder if the Greens still live here 
and what became of Ashley’s acting career?)*****The Bridge 
City Chamber of Commerce  will install  Marialeice 
Saucier as president at their 40th annual banquet in Janu-
ary.  Kirk Ellender  is Chamber president. *****Janice, 
Connie and Aletta are employees for Justice of the Peace, 
Pct. 3,  Flo Edgerly. *****Parker Thompson  is Constable 
Pct. 2. *****JJ’s Fried Chicken is located at 2380 Texas Ave. 
in Bridge City. *****Employed at Hibernia Bank in Bridge 
City are Mike Moreau, Mary Burdine, Mary Frazier, Jada 
Runkle,  Brenda Edwards,  Lisa Hale  and  Amy John-
son.***** Bax, ‘Old Uncle Gordon,’ ‘Barefoot Baxter’ or 
whatever, turns 75 on Christmas Day. (Editor’s 
note: Bax died a few years ago. Had he lived he would be 97 
on December 25.)*****Hired gun, Ken Starr, and the right 
wing lynch mob impeached President Bill Clinton on two 
counts. (Editor’s note: No one was complaining about it 
being sacrilegious to be pressing on to get the impeach-
ment done at Christmas time before the Congress chang-
es.) Clinton is only the second president impeached in our 
history. The polls of American people now say two to one, 
that the impeachment was a lynching. Sixty seven percent 
approve of President Clinton’s presidency and leadership. 
(Editor’s note: Now there are three impeached presidents 
with Donald J. Trump. His poll numbers are not 
good.)*****Congressman Bob Livingston, speaker to be, 
resigns as word leaks that Larry Flynt’s Hustler Magazine 
was getting ready to expose him. The New Orleans  Ro-
meo was involved in at least two affairs, one produces two 
kids, and the other was an interracial entanglement with 
a Mississippi woman.

62 Years Ago-1958

Wilson Waites, lead football coach at Stark, signs a 
four-year contract that makes him the first full-time ath-
letic director in school history. Dr. Frank Hubert, super-
intendent announced the $9,000 a year agreement. 
*****Four West Orange football players are named to the 
All-District Team. Chuck Young, Jimmy Richardson, 
Jimmy Davis and Kenneth Prescott. *****Lamar coach 
J.B. Higgins is up for the Coach of the Year in Texas 
award. Lamar doesn’t, at this time, have it’s own stadium.

A FEW HAPPENINGS

I want to take this opportunity to tell Judge Dennis 
Powell goodbye. I would have liked to have done it in per-
son. Judge Powell is a good Christian man who served us 
well. He is a man who really cares. An anonymous donor 
who, without fanfare, helped others in need without their 
knowing he was their benefactor. We wish the Judge and 
his family many great years ahead in the Hill Country. I’ll 
always recall the most expensive, hard fought campaign 
that got him elected to the district court. That’s one for 

the ages. He will be replaced by a great guy, Rex Peveto, 
who I’ve known since he was a youngster. Judge Peveto is 
just the right guy to replace Powell. I’m betting on Rex be-
ing a good one. He’s from good stock.*****I’ve been asked 
to predict Georgia’s senate races but its too close to call. 
Republicans have a good ground game with 4,000 volun-
teers, plus they registered 75,000 new voters, matching 
Democrats. The race will go down to the wire. My guess is 
if 90 percent or more of the General Election voters re-
turn, I believe Democrats will win. So far, early voting is 
running 20 percent behind the Trump/Biden election in 
early voting.*****For the first time in 70 years, the dece-
dents of William “King” Dunn and his siblings didn’t get 
together this past Saturday. The Dunn family Christmas 
reunion was always held the Saturday before Christmas. 
Derry and Jane Dunn, like most of us, will spend a quite 
day alone. Jane’s daughter contacted COVID but is on the 
other side now. Derry believes after another stop in Hous-
ton, he’s good for at least 20 years. The Municipal Judge in 
Pinehurst, for now, isn’t holding visual court hearings.*****I 
was surprised to learn that Dr. Arlene Turkel had retired 
in August from Lamar Orange. School president Dr. Tom 
Johnson says Arlene has been nominated for a special 
award from the Texas State Board of Regents.*****The 
“Big Texas Four” Gov. Abbott, Sen. Ted Cruz, Lt. Gov. 
Dan Patrick and Sen. John Cornyn. The first three are all 
eying the presidency in 2024. There is not but one that is 
presidential enough and has the temperament to serve if 
nominated. Abbott blew it, Cruz is too much like Trump 
and Patrick first has to beat Abbott for governor next 
year. Cornyn is the only realistic choice.*****Just wonder-
ing if Trump will pardon Ken Paxton, who is a sure bet to 
be indicted in federal charges soon. Trump will pass out a 
couple dozen pardons, for himself, family, Rudy and oth-
er indicted, convicted, crooks. Trump continues to milk 
the “Cash Cow” as poor suckers keep sending him their 
hard earned money. He so far has $250 million to use as 
he likes and that will be to raise chaos and disrupt the 
Biden Administration. The law to raise all the money you 
can after being defeated should be changed. One thing 
that is sure to happen, like Jim and Tammy Faye, he will 
be removed from the hill.*****I understand my friend of 
many years, Essie Bellfield, came by the office. I miss her 
visits. I’m told her health is failing, that’s sad. We made a 
lot of memories and her friendship has been priceless. She 
left word that “when we get to Heaven together there is go-
ing to be a big party.” God bless her.*****Somewhere in this 
paper there is a wise tip from the old professor J.B. Ar-
rington. Check it out. I got my seeds today from Allen 
Dunn and plan to spread them out in the morning. *****A 
big thanks to Lou, at Farmer’s Mercantile, for a bunch of 
1015 onion plants. I will also sow them tomorrow. Visit 
Lou and the gang for all your winter planting. My friend 
Les Johnson says it’s not too late for 1015 planting.

BREAUX BIRTHDAYS

Celebrating birthdays in the next few days are Sue 
Cowling, Mindy Granger, Trey Clark, Mike Dillion, 
Velma Theriot, Evelyn Foster, Ashley Burris, Kent 
Broussard, Laura Floyd, Rebecca Johns, Bobby Sibert, 
Lorraine Bonin, Max Pelham, Jacob Broussard, Linn 
Cardner, Pam White, Jacklyn Bradberry and Lauren 
Leger.

CELEBRITY BIRTHDAYS

Dec. 23: Susan Lucci,   74,   Soap Opera Actress; Sofia 
Black D’elia,    29,    Actress; Holly Madi-
son,    41,    Model.*****Dec. 24: Ricky Martin,    49,    Pop 
Singer; Ryan Seacrest,    46,    TV Host; Jason Mill-
er,    40,    MMA Fighter.*****Dec. 25: Annie Len-
nox,  66,  Pop singer; Jimmy Buffett,  74,  Country Singer; 
Sissy Spacek,    71,     Actress.*****Dec. 26: Chris Daugh-
try,  41,  Rock Singer; Kit Harington,  34,  TV Actor; Jar-
ed Leto,  49,  Rock Singer/Actor*****Dec. 27: Emilie De-
Ravin,    39,   Actress; Chloe Bridges,    29,   Actress; Shay 
Mooney,    29,    Country Singer; Olivia Cooke,    27, 
Actress.*****Dec. 28: John Legend, 42,  R&B Singer; Den-
zel Washington,  66,  Actor; Maggie Smith,  86,  Actress; 
Seth Meyers,    47,    TV Show Host.*****Dec. 29: Actors 
Jude Law,    48; Ted Danson,    73;   Jon Voight,    82; Jane 
Levy,  31.  

CAJUN STORY OF THE WEEK

Otis Gilbeaux was a single guy him, living at home wit 
his papa and working in da family business. Wen he found 
out he was going to inherit da family fortune wen Clovis, 
his sickly papa died, Otis decided he need to fins himself a 
wife to share his fortune wit.

One evening, at an investment meeting, he spotted da 
most beautiful women he had ever seen him. Her beauty 
took Otis’ breath away and boy, was she smart.

He went and sat down next to her and told her, “Me, I 
may look like jus an ordinary guy but in a short time, may-
be a year or two, my papa him, will die and me, I will in-
herit $200 million plus the big house and da farm.”

Dat beautiful women her, was impressed and axe Otis for 
his business card. Two weeks later, she became his step-
mama.

 
C’EST TOUT

Trump denies Russian Cyber Attack

It was no surprise that Trump would downplay Russia’s 
cyber attacks. Fourteen intelligence agencies, plus Secre-
tary of State Pompeo, Attorney General Barr and oth-
ers, have proved that it was Russia that conducted a cyber 
attack for nine months against the United States. Trump 
is giving Russia cover. He even gave them cover when they 
were paying bounty for killing American soldiers. What 
needs to happen in the next administration is to subpoena 
the interpreter who was in on Trump and Putin’s secret 
meetings. They also should open the vault and listen to the 
phone tapes of Trump trying to make the Biden deal with 
Ukraine’s president. No doubt in my mind Putin owns 
Trump. Thank God he wasn’t re-elected with Putin pull-
ing his strings. Have you ever wondered what happened to 
all the sanctions Obama put on Russia, one was for shoot-
ing down a commercial airliner over Ukraine, killing near-
ly 300 people. While we were asleep the Trump Adminis-
tration swept them under the rug.*****My time is up. Have 
a very blessed Christmas, stay safe and God bless.
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Honda Financial Services

Open: Mon.-Fri. 9 am - 5 pm / Sat. 9 am - 3 pm

www.hondaoforangetx.com

Honda CRF250R Dirt Bike

MSRP Plus
Tax Title 

and License

Honda CRF50F

MSRP Plus
Tax Title 

and License

2021 Honda Foreman Rubicon

SPECIAL

$9299

Battery
Operated SPECIAL

$26999

Holiday Hours This Week 
Christmas Eve:

Open (Pick up time for units
being held: 8:30-12:00)
Christmas Day: Closed

Saturday, December 26: Closed

*Normal business 
hours will resume 

Monday,
December 28, 2020

Gifts
That Thrill

LAST
MINUTE
GIFTS
THAT

THRILL

Price
Plus Tax

STACYC
Electric
Bikes

12 Inch
And 16 Inch

Starting At

$449Price
Plus Tax

Massimo Go Karts

SPECIAL

$2280
GMK125

Price
Plus Tax

JUST 
IN!

Gifts
That Thrill

SPECIAL

$1599
ON SALE

Christmas will 
be different this 
year than our nor-
mal gatherings 
with an economy 
that allowed us to 
have many gifts un-
der the Christmas 
tree. In a way it won’t 
be much different than the hard 
times we had during the Depres-
sion. Today, a pandemic prevents us 
from gathering safely but many 
people are also hurting financially 
because of a big downfall of jobs in 
this area. We have diversified in-
dustries that help lesson the blow 
but many folks are hurting, many 
dying, over 26,000 in Texas, too 
many with COVID. It’s not worth 
the chance to toy with. I have al-
ready lost too many people I knew 
right here at home. 

Now, let me tell you about my 
childhood Christmas and the 
things that have sustained me 
through life’s thick and thin. When 
you’re poor, really poor, Christmas 
can be a very sad time, especially 
for a youngster. Sometimes the scar 
is so deep that even a lifetime won’t 
remove it.

My childhood Christmases were 
spent in extreme poverty. If you ask 
me about my fondest memories of 
Christmas, without hesitation I will 
say it was midnight mass at beauti-
ful old Long Ago Cajun Christmas, 
Town and Times Remembered.

The church sits up on a knoll, 
near the bank of the Vermilion Riv-
er in the Acadian town of Abbev-

ille. With its high ceiling and rows 
of massive stained glass windows 
on both sides, it always seemed to 
me to be the Christian foundation 
of the township and surrounding 
area. It is the church I was baptized 
in, where I made my first commu-
nion and attended mass regularly. 
The service always left me with a 
sense of hope.

A statue of Father Antoine Me-
gret stands next to the church he 
founded in 1847. He named the 
town after Abbeville that sits on 
the banks of the Somme River in 
France, his homeland. He had mod-
eled the village after the French 
original with two squares and a 
park in the middle of town.

In the fall of 1853 a plague of yel-
low fever swept south Louisiana; 
smallpox and cholera were all epi-
demic in the middle 1800s. Father 
Megret attended the sick and bur-
ied the dead until he contracted the 
disease himself. He was the last to 
die in the epidemic on Dec. 5, 1883.

Abbeville is a unique town. 
When I was a boy, the town build-
ings were not very old. A fire had 
completely destroyed the down-
town in 1907. The Palms Sanitari-
um was massive and even the gov-
ernor, Newton C. Blanchard, was 
there for the dedication; also the 
archbishop and the mayor of New 
Orleans. What also stands out in 
my mind is the Bank of Abbeville, 
also built after the fire. The brick 
two-story building facing the 
church is the city’s architectural 
centerpiece with its distinctive 
twin tower design. All my Cajun 
folks are buried at St. Mary Magda-
lene Cemetery including my mom, 
who died Sept. 2, 2004.

I went around the horn to get 
back to my Christmases, but the 
church, the town and especially the 
midnight masses are really the best 
thoughts that have been my com-
panions down this highway.

The beautiful mass was said in 
Latin by Father Edmund Duall, the 
gospel in French and English. The 

large choir sang so beautifully.
We were probably the poorest 

people in the area. My father had 
flown the coop before I could talk. 
Our clothes were made from feed 
sacks, but that didn’t keep us from 
attending the old traditional Cath-
olic services.

Imagine a solitary tree limb and 
decorations of paper chain, colored 
with crayons, cut and pasted with 
flour paste, draped about that 
branch leaning in the corner 
against the wall. That was our usu-
al holiday tree. As I recall we never 
had but one real Christmas tree. 
The teacher gave it to me after it 
was used at school, two days before 
Christmas. We proudly decorated 
it.

I had very few gifts, maybe a 
handmade toy, but mostly some-
thing useful—socks and so forth. 
Once I got a new pair of shoes that 

I think an uncle brought for me. 
Through necessity or habit we took 
Christmas in stride. Strangely 
enough, I don’t recall even feeling 
sorry for myself. 

As I grew older, times got better. 
As I worked, we still didn’t have 
much, but we had more to eat. Re-
calling those days in that little Ca-
jun town and the bleak Christmas-
es makes me thankful for today’s 
good fortune. I have a very special 
place in my heart for the poor and 
unfortunate. This time of year, and 
especially this year, is difficult and 
scarring to poor kids who don’t 
have much of a Christmas celebra-
tion.

So many poor children are happy 
at Christmas with the slightest, 
even discarded gifts. God bless the 
service organizations that provide 
for youngsters like Blue Santa, Sal-
vation Army, Christian Services, 

etc. As I review my childhood, may-
be it is in that, with the exception of 
insufficient food, that I was indeed 
fortunate. Even though I didn’t 
have material things, I hold some-
thing more valuable: the warm, 
wonderful feeling of that joyous 
midnight mass at that old historical 
church. My ghost of Christmas 
past, even though hurtful, was real-
ly a blessing.

Many years have gone by since 
those childhood days. The material 
things would have long been gone. 
What I got from attending that old 
church, a poor boy in that Cajun 
town, gave me much more than any 
material gifts or fancy clothes 
could. I learned in that life to be ap-
preciative, compassionate and that 
life is what you make it. You can 
rise above if you’re willing to work 
for it.

Over the years Phyl and I put to-
gether the best Christmases we 
could afford for our children. We 
never splurged on ourselves but we 
took care of each other throughout 
the years. 

Next week, on New Years Eve, 
Dec. 31, we will be married 66 
years. We raised our three and two 
others and now have five grandchil-
dren, and nine great grandchildren, 
one we have never seen. Even 
though we don’t get to see them as 
much as we’d like, they are always 
in our thoughts. 

Most will never know my back-
ground as a depression baby and 
the trip that took me down this 
life’s highway. It’s been a great ride 
with Phyl at my side. I wonder what 
memories our children have of 
their childhood Christmas.  From 
Phyl and I and our family, have a 
blessed Christmas and a wonderful 
New Year. There is light at the end 
of the tunnel, this time will pass. 
We pray that by Christmas time 
next year our country will be stable 
again and we are able to have a big 
get together and celebration of the 
birth of Christ and our good for-
tune.

DOWN LIFE’S HIGHWAY
ROY DUNN
For The Record

Christmas 2020 and those of my childhood
Long Ago Cajun 
Christmas,
Town and Times
Remembered

 St. Mary Magdalene Catholic Church in Abbeville, Louisiana.

Roy Dunn
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COWBOY CHURCH
OF ORANGE COUNTY
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Sunday Services: 10:30 AM
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Luke 2:1-11 “And it came to 
pass in those days, that there 
went out a decree from Caesar 
Augustus that all the world 
should be taxed.  2  (And this 
taxing was first made when 
Cyrenius was governor of Syr-
ia.) 3 And all went to be taxed, 
every one into his own 
city. 4 And Joseph also went up 
from Galilee, out of the city of 
Nazareth, into Judaea, unto the 
city of David, which is called 
Bethlehem; (because he was of 
the house and lineage of Da-
vid:)  5  To be taxed with Mary 
his espoused wife, being great 
with child.  6  And so it was, 
that, while they were there, the 
days were accomplished that 
she should be delivered. 7 And 
she brought forth her firstborn 
son, and wrapped him in swad-
dling clothes, and laid him in a 
manger; because there was no 
room for them in the inn. 8 And 
there were in the same country 
shepherds abiding in the field, 
keeping watch over their flock 
by night. 9 And, lo, the angel of 
the Lord came upon them, and 
the glory of the Lord shone 

round about them: and they 
were sore afraid.  10  And the 
angel said unto them, Fear not: 
for, behold, I bring you good 
tidings of great joy, which shall 
be to all people.  11  For unto 
you is born this day in the city 
of David a Saviour, which is 
Christ the Lord.”

Giving a gift to someone is 
one of the most personal things 
you can do toward someone. It 
is “your” gift. Not anyone else. 
Yours. At Christmas we strive 
to get just the right gift for 
someone. We buy the gift with 
personal knowledge about that 
person to one level or another. 
Often we buy according to 
one’s personal need. Which 
brings me to our Scripture and 

the occasion we are celebrat-
ing…

Verse 11 says, “For  unto 
you is born this day in the city 
of David a Saviour, which is 
Christ the Lord.” The angel, 
most likely Gabriel, was clear 
to say, “For unto you is born 
this day…” John 3:16 “For God 
so loved the world, that he gave 
his only begotten Son, that 
whosoever believeth in him 
should not perish, but have ev-
erlasting life.” Jesus is offered 
up to a world of people genera-
tion after generation to be re-
ceived, believed upon for the 
saving of their souls in recep-
tion of His redeeming work on 
the cross in their behalf. People 
are called upon to take this 
Gift of God, Jesus, in a very 
personal way in light of their 
very personal need of His sav-
ing grace from sin and con-
demnation. For everyone who 
is truly saved, that is, born 
again through repentance and 
faith in Jesus the gift of God, 
within that gift comes the gift 
of eternal life (Rom. 6:23). With 
the Gift of God, Jesus, also 
comes a new place to dwell in 
heaven…a new house (John 
14:1-3). Through receiving the 

Gift of God, Jesus, you receive 
the gift of eternal peace, no 
more sorrow, no more pain, no 
more death, and the list goes 
(Rev. 21:4-5).

Now, there is only one condi-
tion concerning gifts at Christ-
mas or any other time that 
makes a gift truly a gift. It is re-
ceived free of charge, but must 
be received. John 1:12 “But as 
many as received him, to them 
gave he power to become the 
sons of God, even to them that 
believe on his name:” If you be-
lieve that Jesus died and rose 
again personally for you, it re-
mains that you have to stop and 
personally receive Him into 
your heart and life as your per-
sonal Savior for sin and hell. 
“But as many as received 
him…” it says. It can’t be a pass-
ing thing anymore than being 
handed a gift at Christmas 
among friends, family or work 
associates can be. It is a per-
sonal moment that you have 
been personally considered, 
and in this case, personally 
considered by the Almighty 
God to give you His Son as the 
Gift of all gifts, having given 
Him to you as your sacrifice for 
sin and hell. He suffered, died 

and rose again for a lost hu-
manity, ready now to receive 
you unto Himself only if you 
see your need to receive Him as 
your “personal” Lord and Sav-
ior…your “personal” Gift from 
God to be your forever Savior 
from sin and hell.

“Believe  on  the Lord Jesus 

Christ and you will be saved.” 
This is not a moment to truffle 
with. We’re talking about your 
eternal destiny that depends on 
what you do with the Gift of 
God, Jesus, His Son today.

Charles Empey is the Pastor 
of Cove Baptist Church, Or-
ange, TX.

FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH
ORANGEFIELD

9788 F.M. 105 Orangefield 409.735.3113
Sun: Bible Study 9:30 a.m., Worship Service 10:30 a.m.,

Wednesday evening services: Youth and Children 6:00 p.m., 
Praise and Prayer 6:00 p.m.,

Pastor Cody Hogden
Email: office@fbcof.com / Website: www.fbcof.com

Cove Baptist Church
1005 Dupont St. • Orange

Sunday: Life Groups 9:15 AM / Worship 10:30 AM
Sunday Evening: 5 PM

Wednesday Evening 6 PM / Wed. Youth Meeting 6 PM
Charles Empey - Interim Pastor

We Love You And God Loves You.

Starlight
Church of God in Christ 

2800 Bob Hall Road • Orange • 886-4366
Pastor: Ernest B Lindsey

Sunday School 9:30 a.m. Worship 11 a.m. and 7 p.m.
Wed. Bible Study - 6 p.m. Worship 7:30 p.m. VIM Youth 6 p.m.

Intercessory Prayer Daily 9:00 a.m.
www.slcogicorange.org

Faith United
Methodist Church 

8608 MLK• Orange • 886-1291
Pastor: Valerie Sansing

Sunday Worship 10:00 a.m.
Nursery Provided.

 (www.faithorange.org)

TRINITY BAPTIST CHURCH
ORANGE

1819 16th Street • Orange • 886-1333

We Welcome You To Join Us.
Sunday Morning Worship 11 a.m.

Sunday School 9:45 a.m. Nursury Provided

GOOD SHEPHERD
LUTHERAN CHURCH

945 W. Roundbunch • Bridge City • 409-735-4573
Worship Services: Tradition 9 a.m., Sunday School 10:15 a.m., 
Contemporary Service 11 a.m., Tuesday Bible Study 10 a.m., 

Wednesday ‘Compassionate Friends’ 10 a.m.,
Thursday Bible Study 10:00 a.m.

Pastor Paul Zoch 409-988-3003 - golutheran.org
Our church family invites you to join us.  We are a friendly, caring 

church of the future. 

Orange First Church
of the Nazarene

3810 MLK Drive, Orange
Lead Pastor Rev. Brad McKenzie
Worship Director: Alyssa Click

Sunday School 9:45 a.m. 
Worship Service 10:45 a.m. / Wednesday Service 7 p.m.

Ofcnazarene.org or find us on Facebook

St. Paul United
Methodist Church

1155 W. Roundbunch • Bridge City • 409.735.5546
Sunday Morning Traditional Worship: 8:30 a.m.,

Sunday school 9:30 a.m., Praise Worship 10:45 a.m.
(Nursery provided)

Wednesday SPICE 5:30 p.m. Includes meal, bible studies,
children and youth activities. (Nursery provided).
Rev. Mark Bunch Email: office@stpaulfamily.org 

First United Methodist Church Orange
502 Sixth Street    886-7466

9:00 a.m. Contemporary Worship in the Family Life Center
11:00 a.m. Service - Traditional Worship in the Slade Chapel

Sunday School For All Ages 10:00 a.m.

www.fumcorange.org
Pastor: Rev. Lani Rousseau

Director of Music and Fine Arts: Caroline Dennis

200 W. Roundbunch
735-3581

www.fbcbc.org
Sunday schedule: Bible study 9:15 a.m.,

Sunday worship: 10:30 a.m.,
Adult, Youth, Children

Discipleship Classes, Sun. 5:30 p.m.
Wednesday Schedule 6:30 p.m.

Prayer Meeting
Youth & Children’s Activities

Pastor: Keith Royal

Triangle Baptist Church
6446 Garrison at Hwy. 408 Orangefield
“Come Worship With Us” 409-735-2661

Pastor: Bobby Oliver 409-659-5027
Sunday School 10 a.m. Worship Service 11 a.m.

Sunday Evening Service 6 p.m.
Wednesday Service 7 p.m.

We are a KJV independent Baptist Church

Winfree Baptist Church 
19525 Hwy 62 S • 409-735-7181 

Jon Brinlee, Pastor  

 

Sunday: 
Sunday School for all ages - 9:15 am 

Morning Worship - 10:30 am 
Evening Worship - 6:00 pm 

Wednesday: 
Mid-Week Service - 6:00 pm                                                                    

Children & Youth Activities - 6:00 pm  

 

Nursery Provided 

The Gift of God: Our Savior Jesus Christ
ORANGE COUNTY CHURCH DIRECTORY

Pastor Charles Empey

MADDY SMITH
Student Columnist
For The Record

Sometimes everything gets 
overwhelming. You may not go 
through as many things as oth-
ers or as little as some but that 
doesn’t mean we all don’t have a 
breaking point. When this oc-
curs, having a place to go to es-
cape from it all is nice. However, 
sometimes the place where we 
escape from it all is in our imag-
inations. 

If I could escape from it all, I 
would go to Italy. I have always 
wanted to go to Europe, but 
specifically Italy. It is such a 
beautiful place with a beautiful 
culture. The food is amazing 

and I think an Italian accent is 
incredible. It is like listening to 
your favorite person in the 
world speak. I think another 
reason Italy is special is because 
of my friend. We have this plan 

that we are going to both go into 
the medical field for a few years 
or at least until we have enough 
money. Then we plan to move to 
Italy and start a coffee shop. 
However, this is no ordinary 
coffee shop, we are going to live 
upstairs in the coffee shop like 
you see on TV. There’s going to 
be a whole separate level in the 
building that we are going to 
turn into our home. Then we 
will run this coffee shop until 
we get too old. Maybe we will 
only run the coffee shop until 
we get bored and then go do 
something else or branch out 
coffee shop into different loca-
tions. My friend and I have the 
same style and aesthetic so 
hopefully those similarities in 

lifestyle choices will continue 
into our adult years. Unfortu-
nately, this idea and plan only 
lives in my mind and continues 
to grow each time I think about 
it. I enjoy thinking about if this 
escape will become a reality or 
not. I find myself in my imagi-
native escape from it all quite 
often. That is okay. Having a 
safe place inside your mind, the 
place that makes me feel not so 
great, is normal and encour-
aged. I had to learn to create 
this dream world by myself be-
cause each person is different. 
Something that works for me 
and helps me cope is not going 
to be the same for my friends. It 
is okay to feel the way you do 
and never think otherwise. Your 
escape doesn’t have to include 
anyone or be as elaborate as 
mine. It can be your bedroom. 

Sometimes it is my bedroom 
but other times the last place I 
want to be is my bedroom. An-
other escape is going to talk to 
my mom. She always distracts 
me or makes me laugh. Your es-
cape can also be a person. 
Whether is be a parent, friend, 
significant other, or your pet, 
anything that will help you and 
make you feel comfortable is 
good. My escape can also be an 
object. I like to read because it 
allows me to involve myself into 
someone else’s life and thoughts. 
My mind is preoccupied with 
painting a picture in my head of 
scenes in the book including 
landscape, a home, a bedroom, 
the way someone looks, or the 
town they live in. The great 
thing about books is you have 
control of what things look like. 
Sometimes it helps me to feel in 

control again if I read. 
What is your escape? It can 

be a physical place, an imagi-
nary place, a person, animal, or 
object. It can be whatever you 
want it to be. You’re here for a 
good time, not a long time, so 
don’t sweat the small stuff. 
Sometimes I need to take my 
own advice but it’s hard and I 
understand that.

Maddy Smith is a student at 
Little Orange Mauriceville 
High School. She is a talented 
young writer whose columns 
offer unique insights from the 
perspective of a local high 
school student. Intended pri-
marily for young people, all of 
The Record readers are wel-
come to enjoy our columns by 
Maddy Smith.

Maddy Smith

My Escape From It All . . .
 FROM A STUDENT’S PERSPECTIVE

 6A  • The Record • Week of Wednesday, December 23, 2020



CMYK

THE RECORD  SPORTS AND OUTDOORS B
Merry Christmas

To All!

COLBURN    Page 3B

Unfortunately, I don’t know that I have 
ever had a more inclusive idea as to what is 
going on both here on Sabine Lake and To-
ledo Bend than I do right now.Thanks to 
Covid, however, I have been unable to put 
even a single tip to use for the better part of 
two weeks.

I have been absolutely overwhelmed by 
the non-stop texts I have received wishing 
me well.In my case, however, that is a little 
misleading as I don’t text and trying to answer even one can 
tie up the remainder of any given day! I do a little better with 
phone calls and e-mails, when I am not in the hospital, but 
that has been unpredictable.Out of frustration, I initially de-
cided to turn off my phone for good as every message started-
out the same, “How are you feeling?”

Then my wife, who is currently fighting Covid as well, 
wisely noted, “If someone cares enough to take the time to 
call, what else can they ask?” Soooo….in an effort to show my 
appreciation while still giving me hope for discussing some-
thing other than my health, I solicited only fishing reports. 
Let me tell you something folks, lots of folks are still well and 
catching lots of fish on both T-Bend and around Sabine Lake!

The opportunity to share some of that information is the 
only reason I decided to cough my way through this column 
and it has proven to be therapeutic thus far. My best and most 
consistent reports are coming off of Toledo Bend and it has 
very much been dealer’s choice as to how you choose to get it 
done.Easily the most enjoyable technique this past week in-
volve fishing a shorter four to five inch tail on a Whacky rig 
in less than six feet of water. Marvin Cole and his family de-
cided back in the summer that they would spend the entire 
Christmas break on the lake.Marvin calls it “enjoyable quar-
antining.” I has apparently been really enjoyable thus far.“I 
didn’t catch this many bass on a Whacky worm all spring 
long,” says Marvin and it may be because I didn’t fish the 
shorter worm more.I have been fishing only the Centipede 
and four inch Lil’ John.” Pat Greer did equally well this past 
week, bouncing a ¾ ounce spoon off the bottom in 28 feet of 
water in the El Camino area.Limits have been easy and they 
have also fooled a couple of bass us to six pounds. If I don’t 
lose all of my spoons I might just stay up until next Christmas 
and avoid the Covid.”

In talking with anglers from Buck Creek to Toro Bay, there 
is no doubt that a lipless crankbait like the red-eye shad or 
Trap has just been deadly in three to twelve feet of water 
throughout the day.Few hard plastic lures are more versatile 
or user-friendly than the Trap.

In spite of a couple of days of pretty heavy rain, the trout 

CAPT. DICKIE COLBURN
For The Record

Dickie Colburn

H NEW ORLEANS BOWL—2:30 
p.m. Today in New Orleans (ESPN)—
Georgia Southern over Louisiana Tech.

H MONTGOMERY BOWL—6 p.m. 
Today in Montgomery, Ala, (ESPN)—
Memphis over Florida Atlantic.

H NEW MEXICO BOWL—2:30 
p.m. Thursday in Frisco, TX, (ESPN)—
Houston over Hawaii.

H CAMELLIA BOWL—1:30 p.m. 
Friday in Montgomery, Ala, (ESPN)—
Buffalo over Marshall.

H GASPARILLA BOWL—11 a.m. 
Sat. in Tampa, Fla. (ABC)—UAB over 
South Carolina.

H CURE BOWL—11 a.m. Sat. in Or-
lando, Fla. (ESPN)—Coastal Carolina 
over Liberty.

H FIRST RESPONDER BOWL—
2:30 p.m. Sat. in Dallas, TX. (ABC)—
Louisiana-Lafayette over UTSA.

H LANDINGTREE BOWL—2:30 
p.m. Sat. in Mobile, Ala. (ESPN)—Ken-
tucky over Georgia State.

H CHEEZ-IT BOWL—2:30 p.m. 
Tuesday in Orlando, Fla, (ESPN)—
Oklahoma State over Miami.

H ALAMO BOWL—8 p.m. Tuesday 

in San Antonio, TX. (ESPN)—Texas 
over Colorado.

H PRO PICKS—New Orleans over 
Minnesota (Friday); Tampa Bay over 
Detroit, Arizona over San Francisco 
and Miami over Las Vegas (all Sat.); 
Houston over Cincinnati, Kansas City 
over Atlanta, Washington over Caroli-
na, Chicago over Jacksonville, Cleve-
land over NY Jets, Pittsburgh over Indi-
anapolis, Baltimore over NY Giants, LA 
Chargers over Denver, Seattle over LA 
Rams, Dallas over Philadelphia, Ten-
nessee over Green Bay (all Sunday); 
Buffalo over New England (Monday 
Night).

While waiting in 
line to see if I was old 
enough to qualify for 
my vaccine shot, this 
burly dude with a 
white beard and strag-
gly white hair comes barging in a 
shoved his way ahead of me in the line.

“Hey buddy,” I told him, “you can’t 
just break into line like that!!”

“I’m in a big hurry and besides I’m 
older than you, so I belong ahead of 
you,” he retorted.

“Just because you look older doesn’t 
mean you are,” I told him as I was 
starting to lose my patience. “Now get 
your butt at the end of the line like the 
other people waiting for this shot.”

He whirled around and in a miffed 
voice said, “You don’t know who you’re 
talking to in that tone of voice.” 

As he walked past me in a huff, he 
dropped a neatly scrolled document 
with a map on it which had names and 
gifts listed as follows:

COUNTY RECORD OFFICE 
MANAGER JANELLE SEHON—A 
Journalism Award for helping me 
make additions and corrections to my 
Kaz’s Korner and Fearless Forecast ev-
ery week.

TEXAS AGGIES FOOTBALL 

PROGRAM—The Green Wienie 
Award for being purposely overlooked 
for the Final Four while Notre Dame, 
who got blown out by Clemson Satur-
day, is the No. 4 team that will get 
killed in the semifinal round by No. 1 
Alabama. The other semifinal game 
pits Clemson against over-rated Ohio 
State.

NEW YORK JETS—The “Oh-Oh” 
Award for messing up and defeating 
the Los Angeles Rams 23-20 Sunday 
and threatening their sure bid for the 
No. 1 pick in the 2021 NFL draft next 

spring as the Jacksonville Jaguars have 
the same sorry 1-13 record.

LAMAR UNIVERSITY’S HEAD 
FOOTBALL COACH BLANE MOR-
GAN—A Gold Medal for recruiting so 
many high school prospects from 
Southeast Texas schools. 

SUNSET GROVE GOLFER KEN-
NY RUANE—The Iron Man Award 
for having to deal with his daily medi-
cal problems and then managing to 
play golf four or five times each week.

Santa Gets His Feathers Ruffled

Bowl Games This Week

KAZ’S  CHRISTMAS  Page 2B

KAZ’S KORER
JOE KAZMAR
For The Record

Joe Kazmar

Kaz’s Fearless Football Forecast . . .
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FORMER HOUSTON TEXANS HEAD 
COACH BILL O’BRIEN—The Penthouse to 
the Outhouse Award for getting rid of Hall of 
Fame caliber players like wide receiver 
D’Andre Hopkins because he didn’t like his 
locker room demeanor and wonders why he 
got fired after starting this season 0-4.

VIRTUAL BRIDGE TOURNAMENT 
PARTNER SUSAN PENNINGTON—A Gi-
ant Hourglass to count down the time when 
we can once again play bridge eyeball-to-eye-
ball instead of computer-to-computer.

SEATTLE SEAHAWKS HEAD COACH 
PETE CARROLL—A Defense like he had 
with the Legion of Boom so quarterback Rus-
sell Wilson won’t have to continue struggling 
to outscore every opponent.

HOUSTON TEXANS QUARTERBACK 
DESHAUN WATSON—A Letter of Com-
mendation from the Better Business Bureau 
for becoming a minority owner of Lefty’s 
Cheesesteaks with Detroit founder Sam Perry. 
His new restaurant will be a short distance 
from NRG Stadium.

FORMER SUNSET GROVE GOLFER 
BOB HOOD—A Break from the Pandemic so 
he can leave his San Antonio Retirement 
Community and resume normal activities 
again.

DALLAS COWBOYS BACKUP QUAR-
TERBACK ANDY DALTON—The Sweet Re-
venge Award for being presented with the 
game ball after beating the Cincinnati Bengals 
last week after they unceremoniously dumped 
him after signing their No. 1 draft pick. And 
look where they now are!!!

WEST ORANGE-STARK HEAD COACH 
CORNEL THOMPSON—A 2021 Football 
Schedule where every game is played with all 
Mustangs healthy.

ALABAMA RUNNING BACK NAJEE 
HARRIS—A Shoulder Harness to make car-
rying his Crimson Tide team on his shoulders 
a bit easier after scoring five touchdowns Sat-
urday in his team’s 52-46 victory over the 
Florida Gators in the SEC championship 
game.

INDIANAPOLIS COLTS QUARTER-
BACK PHILIP RIVERS—The Methuselah 
Trophy for being 39 years old and on Sunday 
started in his 238th straight NFL game. And 
he is still talented enough to exploit the Hous-
ton Texans’ defense, leading his team to a 27-
20 win to stay in a first-place tie with Tennes-
see in the AFC South Division.

TEXAS HIGH SCHOOL STATE FOOT-
BALL CHAMPIONS IN CLASS 4A—A Box 
of Ivory Snow to signify the squeaky-clean re-
cords of Division I champ Argyle (16-0), which 
won its second state title, and Carthage (14-0), 
which won its eighth title in 13 years under 
Head Coach Scott Surratt.

TAMPA BAY TIGHT END ROB 
GRANKOWSKI—The Right Choice Award 
for accepting the invitation from long-time 
buddy Tom Brady to un-retire and play this 
season for the Buccaneers. His performance 
as a receiver and solid blocker should help 
Tampa Bay get into the NFL playoffs for the 
first time in 13 years.

SUNSET GROVE GOLFER CRAIG COU-
VILLION—A Name Tag so if and when peo-
ple actually see him, they’ll remember who he 
is because he is working all the time.

NEW ENGLAND PATRIOTS HEAD 
COACH BILL BELICHICK—A Grocery Sack 
to put over his head for failing to make the 
NFL playoffs for the first time since 2008.

ORANGE AND BEAUMONT BRIDGE 
DIRECTOR ED RASMUSSEN—A Candle to 
signify that the directors of the daily virtual 
tournaments can’t hold a candle to the smooth 
(and fair) way he does his job.

NOTRE DAME’S BRIAN KELLY AND 
CLEMSON’S DABO SWINNEY—A Formal 
Complaint to the NCAA for scheduling a Col-
lege Football Semifinal playoff game at the 
huge Rose Bowl on New Year’s Day but pro-
hibiting families of the players from attending 
the game.

INDIANAPOLIS COLTS—The Best 
Friend Award in the form of a statue of the 
Houston Texans bull mascot after the team 
has literally handed them two wins by com-
mitting fumbles on the goal line twice and not 
only losing the ball, but losing the football 
games as well.

DALLAS COWBOYS –The Weird Streak-
Breaking Award because the team had not 

gotten a kickoff returned for a touchdown 
since 2008. Then on Sunday, rookie Cee Dee 
Lamb caught a San Francisco 49er onside kick 
and raced 41 yards for a touchdown that se-
cured the 41-33 victory and kept the Cowboys’ 
slim hope for a playoff berth still alive.

HOUSTON TEXANS—A Precarious Situ-
ation because the team is searching for the 
best new general manager and head coach 
available, while the top available talent has a 
tendency to shy away from a team that is dead 
last in rushing and has a big problem defend-
ing against the pass—especially the long 
throws.

AND A VERY MERRY CHRISTMAS TO 
Mike Lemons, Victor Romero, Archie Mc-
Clelland, Jeff Thomas, Johnny Montagne, Jer-
ry Triggs, Ronnie Hutchison, Julie Mouton, 
Pierre De la Fosse, Chris Trout, Gwen White-
head, Troy Manuel, Missy Pillsbury, Susan 
Pennington, Brad Prejean, John Morris, Larry 
Moerbe, Judy Arnaud, Tom Toal, Steve Betz, 
Jerry Windham, Bill Van, Gail Beckett, Larry 
Ancelot, Bobby Nelson, Carl Sanders, Matt 
Purgahn,  David Thompson, James Denmon, 
Mike King, Durwood Bennett, Bob Cockerill, 
Chris Allen, Matt Morgan, Sid Caillavet, Doug 
Patterson, Mike Shuff, Jim King, Tiki Russell, 
Alex Morrow, John Cochran, David Benoit, 
Bart Corder, Roy Peterson, Jimmy Sichko, Ken 
Ruane, Joe Murphy, David Ess, John Dubose, 
Lacy Hale, Derry Dunn, Mark Williams, Gary 
Cook, Bobby Eddings, Tommy Gunn, Mac 
Guillory, Buddy Hahn, Glynn Aldredge, Jim  
Rodda, Pat Bell, Kerry Lamb, Brian Hudson, 
Mike Poutra.

     Joe Ely, Trez Sichko, Ella Mulhollan, Al-
len Beauchamp, Harley Bennett, John Patter-
son, Wanda Peveto, Larry Duhon, David Sand, 
Milton Newton, Mike Parish, Robert Baca, 
Jim Brown, Ruth Hancock, Mark Hebert, John 
Toomey, Stacy Hoffpauir, Tina Lawrence, 
Richard Duffee, Tammy Torrez, Mike Shahan, 
Wes Duvall, James Vidrine, Ken St. John, Da-
vid Bridges, Jim Matthews, Tommy Reed, 
Alan McDade, Sandra Hall, Wayne Brint, 
Raquel Goodboddie, Jajemi Plut, V.L. Grimes, 
David Loden, Brian Waguespack, Ryan Chan-
dler, Manuel Godina, Joseph Droddy, Wayne 
Baker, James Thurman, Mac Patterson, Bill 
Belcher, Shanna McCallon, Don Olivier, Jerry 
Ling, Brenda Buxton, Regina Edwards, Frank 
Hatton, Willow Simpson, Kathy Gunn, Dean 
Crooks, J. D. Quarles, Wade Gillet, Jerry Mc-
Donald, Jerry Pennington, Chrisleigh Dal Sas-
so, Cathy Day.

     Lindsey Nelson, Jim Sharon Bearden, 
Dan Perrine, Billy Burrow, Dan Cochran, Ken 
Bridgers, George Crawford, Michelle Brous-
sard, Jim Simon, Jack McClelland, J.R. Ed-
mondson, Scottie Wilson, Willie Bednar, 
James Lopez, Bobby Duhon, Carlos Vacek, 
Roy Locks, George Toal, Mike Lucia, Jim Dun-
away, Jack Tindel, Ray Pousson, Jim Ehlert, 
Bryce Conner, Mike Mazzola, Faye Parish, 
Gilbert Myers, Kathy Polansky, Sweet Helen 
Edwards, Pat Murphy, Leo Simpson, Mike 
McKown, Clint Hathaway, Jerry Decker, Mike 
Holbrook, Lee Roy Boehme, Jr., Jerry Ann 
Trouard,  Jimmy Boyd, Donnie Mires, Connie 
Woods, Bobby Swan, Noel Griffith, Larry 
Hammett, Tom Day, Bryan McKinley, Donny 
Ratcliff, Don Lormand, Robert Dunn, Violet 
Branch, Robert Roesler, Bobby Corder, Roy 
Dunn, Raymond Guilbeaux, Johnny Dugas, 
Paula Burton.

      Martha Rogers, Robert Burris, Jerry Cail-
lier, Carolyn Lemons, John Scofield, Carol 
Perry, Kenny Lalonde, Linn Cardner, Mike 
Catt, Pete Runnels, Russell Bottley, James 
Luna, Dick Powell, Billie Carter, David Teague, 
Carl Floyd, Skip Moore, Pete Sterling, Brian 
Murphy, Montie Moran, Doug Rogers, Rick 
Keszeg, Cary Bresie, Scott Garvie, Pat Key, 
Rodney Townsend,  Bob Byerly, Bart Wil-
liams, Loretta Edwards, Sandy Withrow, Janet 
Lemoine, Diane Grooters, Lynn Smith, Ebb 
Moore, Daisy Arnett, Steve Pomeroy, Jerrod 
Bland, Barry Thibodeaux, Charles Broussard, 
Sharon Bearden, Bob Hoepner, Ferral Ashby, 
Joe Doucet, J.B. Arrington, Bill Ellison, Dana 
Cruse, Dennis Lee, Jerry Ann Trouard, Teresa 
Caraway.

     Dennis Bishop, Gus Beuershausen, Leon 
Delome,  Grant Gipson, Jeep Colburn, Jerry 
Nichols, Kevin Hebert, Brian Mingle, Loretta 
Hughes, Dwayne Mims, Johnny Grooters,  
Oscar Smith, Pete Gresham, Charlie Miller, 

Chris Gunn, Ed Dyer, Bill Jackson, Bill Brom-
ley, Mike Bernard, Ken Wernig, Todd McLane, 
John Tate, Hal LaPray, Bob Campbell, Roder-
ick Robertson, Buddy Hahn, Mark Foreman, 
Manuel Solis, Neil Watts, John Martinez, Ter-
ry Childers, Joan Quartermont, Jeff Mathews, 
Tiffany Rochelle, Dempsie Jaynes, Kyle Walk-
er, Randy Brown, Clay Dugas, Ellis Boyd, Ron 
Cowling, Ruth Corder, Billy Bayliss, Andre 
Robertson, David Montagne, Earl Collier, 
Dewey Scott, Robert Tywater, Louise Savoy, 
Darrel Latiolais, John Cash Smith, Mary Beth 
Benoit, Jimmy Verrett, Angelique Catt, Rus-
sell Cronin, Al Granger, Kris Cherry, Richard 
Turkel, Rodney Townsend, Jr., Mark Williams.

     David Dunn, Cecil Byers, Ollie Halten, 
Waymon Sibley, Rufus Flurry, Aaron Burke, 
Kris Olsen, Wayne Sparrow, David Hoelzer, 
James Bloodworth, Ron Roberts, Mike He-
bert, Tim Hughes, Phillip Madar, Myrt Myers, 
Lou Garriga, Becky Grant, Vicki Landry, Gene 

Steele, Ken Reeves, Jimmy Ray Burris, Brenda 
Morgan, Robert Mortimer, Mark Meadows, 
Jody Gray, Ruby Collins, Chris Hyde, Gloria 
McKee,  Clifford Bray, Darline Zavada, Todd 
Marburgh, Dawn Collins, Stacy Caillavet, 
John Broussard, Greg Choate,   Dave Walsh, 
Williard Lanier, Calvin Collins, Lynae San-
ford, Greg Smith, Jerome Wilkerson, Joyce 
Prescott, Keith Hogan, David Piland, Lana 
Stogner, Kevin Philen, Vernon Davis, David 
Hollier, John Lister, Anthony Padilla, Erin Go-
dina, Greg Turbeville, Bob McGill, Gail 
Griffith, Danny Blacksher, Terry Myers, John-
ny Trahan, Curt Leger, George Nevarez, Pat-
rick Toomey, Larry Fisher.

     Gary Pollock, Sandy Walker, Anita Vid-
rine, Bud Martin, Natalie Simon, Jerry Meads, 
Gary Mainero, Steve Taylor, Richard Scott, 
Lisa Dies, Mark Netherly, Barbara Hayes, Der-

YOUR FULL SERVICE
KITCHEN APPLIANCE CENTER

LEADING BRANDS,
LOW PRICES!

Harry’s
Appliance & Service

302 North 10th Street • Orange • 886-4111

FREE
Same Day

Local Delivery

Great
Selection
Of Quality
Pre-Owned
Appliances

Karen Fisher & Staff
Orange County Tax Assessor-Collector

kfisher@co.orange.tx.us

Kaz’s Christmas List From Page 1B
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It’s a com-
mon known 
fact that we 
have some of 
the craziest 
weather in 
the 
world here in 
Texas, espe-
cially on the 
coast. December, January 
and February have histori-
cally been some of our worst 
weather months, the condi-
tions at this time of the 
year coupled with low water 
temps can make it down 
right miserable. During 
these  periods the average 
fisherman may defer from 
the outdoors to a warmer cli-
mate by  the fire thinking 
that the fishing won’t be 
worth the effort, big mistake.

For many years fishermen 
on the lower coast have 
known what kind of magic 
can happen when the mercu-
ry dips and the crowds go 
somewhere else for the win-
ter.  This kind of thinking is 
gaining popularity on the 
upper coast every year 
and  the fish that are being 
caught during this time of 
the year can be eye popping-
ly large to say the least. As an 
added plus once you find one 
of these big fish you can usu-
ally find another one in the 
same area, these fish will 
congregate together and 
sometimes be there in large 
numbers. Big concentrations 
of fish can key in on small ar-
eas so be sure to thoroughly 
fish an area before giving up. 

A couple of  years ago on 
Sabine lake I came across 
one of these situations where 
the fish  were piled up in a 
small drain, every cast was 
viciously attacked by a 
stud  trout or oversized red-
fish. It was 2 hours of heaven, 
all you could ever ask for and 

more. The big fish were key-
ing in on a small depression 
where two small  ditches 
drained out of the marsh. 
The water was warmer com-
ing out of the marsh and the 
depression offered up some 
refuge from the outgoing 
tide, the bait just kept pour-
ing into the strike zone and 
the big fish were just killing 
everything that swam.

The small areas that most 
fishermen find holding good 
numbers of trout in the win-
ter are usually found in the 
summer. Waders who are ob-
servant make notes of  areas 
that should hold fish, piles of 
shell or oyster, ditches, tran-

sition areas from one type of 
bottom to the next are all ex-
cellent places to make men-
tal  notes. Summer water 
conditions are usually clear-
er than winter so you have 
the  added bonus of sighting 

areas to fish. Winter and 
spring months on the upper 
coast usually mean heavy 
run off and off colored con-
ditions, homework and 
notes taken during the sum-
mer can really come in han-
dy when you are faced with 
bad water conditions.

Calcasieu Lake also has it’s 
own nuances during this 
time of the year and they are 
very similar to Sabine for the 
most part. One big differ-
ence between the two  sister 
lakes is the prevalent reef 
structure caused by oysters 
on Calcasieu, this body of 
water is full of oysters and 
those are trout goldmines if 
you know  where to find 
them. In the winter if you 
pay attention you can watch 
the oyster boats comb Calca-
sieu, they are doing nothing 
but giving away very valu-
able information to the fish-
ermen. I have marked some 
great structure by hawk-
ing these guys on bad weath-
er days or days when the fish 
weren’t to cooperative.  That 
little bit of effort translated 
into numerous productive 
open water areas that I fish 
to this day. You can learn 
plenty if you just watch 
sometimes. The one  thing 
that you cannot get enough 
of is learning what window 
of opportunity works best, 
take the tides and tempera-
tures into account as well as 
the feed times and get  out 
there among them. You can’t 
catch big fish from your cozy 
couch. Remember “You won’t 
know unless you go”.

Lessons learned in warmer months
make winter fishing success
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bite has held up exceptionally well.It has been kinder to the 
more patient waders than boat fishermen, but that is not un-
usual this time of the year. The Corky is getting more playing 
time and size has improved with that switch in tactics.Pink is 
really starting to be the choice of color again.I know how 
frustrating it can be for waders when they have to deal with 
boat traffic as well, so I will only share the fact that mid-lake 
flats on the east side of the lake have been pretty good for fish 
up to four pounds. Capt. Chuck checks on me regularly and 
said he has been splitting time between bothering redfish 
and killing ducks.He has apparently been successful at both.
He said that he easily caught good numbers of solid redfish 
on back to back wades on the north end last week.

If you don’t care to wade, all is not lost.Some very good 
trout and redfish catching took place early last week for boat-
ers working the revetment walls with Softdine XL’s and 
Catch V’s.Any color combination that included a dab of char-
treuse was the ticket.

So there you have it. Now, can you imagine arming a life-
long fisherman with that much information and telling him 
to lie there with an I.V. in his arm? The best Christmas gift 
you can give this year is doing what you have to do to make 
next Christmas the best one ever.

Merry Christmas and God bless you and your family!

Colburn From Page 1B

Winter fishing heats up when you locate productive structure.
                                                  RECORD PHOTO: Capt. Chuck Uzzle

AUSTIN— Start the new year in nature with a First Day 
Hike at a Texas State Park. This New Year’s Day, walk, bike or 
paddle your way into 2021 on a First Day Hike at 89 Texas 
State Parks.

First Day Hikes at Texas’ state parks and natural areas aim 
to help visitors commit to their New Year’s resolutions to get 
healthy. Last year, 5,242 visitors ushered in 2020 by hiking, 
biking and riding a total of 9,564 miles statewide. Find a list 
of this year’s First Day Hikes on the TPWD calendar page. To 
help with social distancing, many hikes will be self-guided 
while guided hikes may limit the number of participants.

“If nothing else, 2020 has shown us the value of getting 
outdoors,” said Rodney Franklin, Director of Texas State 
Parks. “Personally, I am looking forward to saying goodbye to 
2020, having some black-eyed peas and starting out the new 
year with a First Day Hike.  Spending time outdoors is a great 
way to connect with friends and family in a healthy way.  
While we must still recreate responsibly, I hope that every-
one will join us in ushering in 2021 with a First Day Hike at 
your favorite state park.”

Trails at Texas State Parks range in length and difficulty 
levels across the state. Some short, easy trails are perfect for 
family-friendly scenic strolls, while others are more strenu-
ous for experienced hikers. Trail maps for all Texas State 
Parks can be found on the Texas Parks and Wildlife Depart-
ment’s (TPWD) website and individual park webpages.

Enjoy miles on First Day 
Hike 2021 hosted by TPWD
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rick Jones, Dale Peddy, Todd 
Hoffpauir, Terry Steubing, 
Donna Evans, Jack Burke, 
Teresa Schreck, David Davis, 
Shirley Walker, Larry 
Woods, Steve Champion, 
Rex Ansley, Connie Burnitt, 
Greg Willis, Pat Anglin, 
George Baker, Steve Issacs, 
Susan Nimmo, James Blair, 
Troy Burton, Homer Stock-
ton, Nita Duffee, Vic Arce-
neaux, Rick Keszeg, Don 
Burgess, Tommy Carroll, 
Barbara Bergeron, Brenda 
Campbell, Paula Legate, 
Connie Lemaire, Debbie Per-
ry, Scott Swearingen, Camil-
la Richard, Phyllis McCall, 
Brandon Prouse, Steve 
Griffith, Carolyn Schramm, 
Jessie West, C.A. Keasler, 
Betty Merchant, Ronnie 
Moody, John Young, Kay 
Morris, Jim Dwight, George 
Mortimer, Larry Willette,   
Leon King, Hughie Allen, 
Gail Griffith, John Rowland, 
Leon Evans, Preston Fuller, 
Karl Eason, Jim Mou-
ton,  Kerry Franks, Peggy 
O’Leary, Bret Johns,  J.D. 
Willis, John Hurn, B.J. Mor-
gan, Wayne Iles.

Bob Campbell, Ralf Mims, 
Louis Manuel, Richard Rod-
dy, Sandy Turner, Shea Si-
mon, Chris Cartwright, Sam 
Lucia, Jack Jones, Shirley 
“Fuzz” Ware, Tim Stelly, 
Gary Ware, Warren Claybar, 
Charlie Greenwell, Gary 
Mulhollan, J.C. Sea, John 
Hardin, Gene Tannehill, 
Anne Foster, Matt Murphy, 
Mike Collins, Sam Hudson, 
Aubrey Welch, Virgie Thom-
as, Charlotte Guillory, Elray 
Henson, Marilyn Malvo, 
Chad Havens, Wendy Rost, 
Josh Smalley, Jeff Elliott, Art 
Mason, Marcelle Adams, 
Mike Reed, Ray Tilley, Keith 
Doucet, Chad Bryant, Victor 
Enard, Violet Branch, Roddy 
Richards, Hugh Granger, 
Toby Foreman, Gary 
Thibodeaux, Stephen Lee, 
David Winfrey.

Doug Posey, Rick Sand, Joe 
Raburn, Wallace Culps, An-
gie Simar, Bryant Calcote, 
Wayne Lowe, Jack Horton, 
Tony Perry, Gene Dixson, Joy 
Haney, Bruce Savoy, Becky 
Rhoden, Dean Priddy, Randy 
Vayon, Heath Martin, Ed 
Freiberg, George Sepulvado, 
Johnny Dorman, Ronnie 
Puckett, Brenda Campbell, 
Lori Thompson, Madge Rog-
ers, Travis Ashworth, Marty 
Monogue, Dave Young, Jere-
my Green, Harry Sharpless, 
Bobbie Murphy, Jill Wil-
liams, Brandon Seaman, 
Jodie Pledger, Richard Terry, 
Marla Zoch, Quincy Procell, 
Donna Nichols, John Grad-
nigo, Judy Lowe, Richard 
Porter, Bart Williams, Joyce 

Drake, Buddy Miller, Jim 
Rawls, Bill Nicholas, Mark 
Berton, Ray “Mario” Dal Sas-
so, Jane Couvillion,  Mickey 
Bergeron, Cheree Benoit, 
Jakie Stine, Tom Edwards, 
Pat Clark.

Jonathan Vandagriff, Da-
vid Haney, Ron McPherson, 
Gene McCormick,  Delle 
Bates, Ray Montagne, Wayne 
Outlaw, Carl Thibodeaux, 
Julie Hurn, Mike Bernard, 
Paul Mott, Kermit Richard, 
Ray Pousson, Charlie Blalack, 
Dick Alexander, Jeff Dalton, 
Craig Corder, Pancho Mc-
Gill, Roland Wolfford, Dave 
Maddox, Robin Brooks, Katie 
Mulhollan, Shirley Almazan, 
Marlynne Edmondson, Paul 
Vaughan, Vernon Myers, Bil-
ly Denham, Reggie Parker, 
Louis Willey, Clyde Davis, 
Bob Brown, Laurie Modis-
ette, Bob Baptista, Jay Brown, 
David Williams, Russell 
Covington, Jerry Montgom-
ery, Harold Gross, Glenda 
Bass, Russell Turkel, Larry 
Fisher, Steve Pesek, Charles 
Liggio, John Garrett, Brown 
Claybar, Larry Warner, Shel-
by May, Dickie Colburn, Vir-
gis Benoit, Dwight Bickham, 
Howard Minor.

David Claybar, J.L. Vin-
cent, Ross Smith, Dave Ped-
erson, Peggy Vincent, Char-
lotte Montgomery, Sleepy 
Smith, Gwen Barton, Ron Si-
gler, Pat Brown, James Sand-
ers, B.K. Ware, Leonard 
Brown, Jeremy Hogg, Alicia 
Hebert, Reanna Morris, Ron-
nie Rost, Gay Richardson, 
Jim Turpin, Kelly Alford, 
Alan Whipkey, Jane Dunn, 
Ann Lieby, John Harrell, 
Max Staudt, Charlotte Tuck-
er,  Glenn Hill, Maurice 
Mueschke, Martha Oliver, 
John Young, Tommy Ewing, 
Ernie Dyer, Carroll Holt, 
Shane Johns, Denise Himel, 
Sid Caillavet, Paul Patin, 
Lona Vasquez.

Dennis Duhon, Calvin 
Parker, Jimmy Sattler, Rod-
ney Dove, Lawrence Hunt, 
Eddie Faulk, Cornel Thomp-
son, Sam Kittrell, Dick Behn-
ke, Dora Lorimer, Ronnie 
Burton, Robert “Woody” 
Wood, Vicky Walters, Mike 
White, Frank Skeeler, David 
Payne, John Hersey, Dee 
Payne, Haazen Kenney, Bon-
nie Mingle, John Kimbrough, 
Wayne Peveto, Gene Alsan-
dor, Bubba Lanning, Wayne 
Morris, Dale LeBlanc, Sam-
my Owens, Heath Mouton, 
Harold Fuqua, Roger Hall, 
Joe Peery, Rocky Mize,  Bob 
Hood, James Rigler, Robert 
Sims, Joe Sanders, Bill Modi-
sette, Mark Oldham, Mackey 
Clasby, Vernon Collier, Mi-
chael Arnaud, Jay Ayers, Jea-
nette Cleaver, Ray Burch, 

Gerhard Hommel, Walter 
Landisch.

Jimmy Sims, Joe Ware, Roy 
Dunn, Phyllis Ryan, Eric 
Hinton, Debbie Fusilier, Pen-
ny Leleux, Debbie Buckalew, 
Ricky Trahan, Melinda Gip-
son, Jet Toohey, James 
Stringer, Alan Sanders, John 
Cooper, Glenn Toohey, Sam 
Lucia, Lon Craft, Margaret 
Peeples, Mike Abbott, 
Charles Gant, Oliver Seast-
runk, Earl Geis, Mike  Leon-
ard, Van Vandervoort, Jack 
Burney, Brandon Landry, 
Randy Crouch, Ray Rogers, 
Gary Stelly, Pat Johnson, 
Andy Allen, Keith Staudt, 
Brandon Fisher, Fred Zoch, 
Troy Burke, Bubba Brown, 
David Clary, Joey Campbell, 
Robert Query, Gary 
Thibodeaux, Tim Bonnin, 
Jay James, John Griffith, 
Randy Jarrell, Jimmy Jones, 
Joe Payne, Donald Moss, 
Betty Melton, Doug Nelms, 
Cecil Sylvester, Roy Knolley, 
Wade Smith, Jerry Priddy, 
Shea Brown, Sam Ambers, 
John Raughton, Pat Leverne, 
James Scott, Ann Harner, 
Jenny Taylor, David Trahan, 
Rick Southard, Donnie 

Shockley, Jr., John Crawford, 
Jim Gordon, Jim Colley, Sue 
Rathburn, Keith Lyons, 
Wayne Franklin, Mandy 
Rogers, Terry Landry, Billie 
Rogers, Albert Gore, Betsy 
Phillips, Trent Cooper, Steve 
Toal, James Ray, Mike 
Hughes, Mark Magnuson, Ed 
Rasmussen, Gary Mulhollan, 
Miles Hall, Bobby Tanner, 

Jason Gipson, Jade Saucier, 
Georgia Corder, Ken Manu-
el, Don Harmon, Sanford 
Lummus, Hunter Sheridan, 
Lewis Sims, Tommy Carroll, 
Van Wade, Mark Dunn.

And a VERY MERRY 
CHRISTMAS to my e-mail 
readers Dick and Gail Ka-
zmar, Bobbie, Dick and Joe 
Wechter, Don and Linda Biv-

ens, Karen and Brian Smith, 
Lt. Logan Smith, Earl Thom-
as, Brock and Glenna Bult, 
R.C. Slocum, Paul Groncki, 
Jim Rodda, Joey Robins, Bob-
bie Earle, Wayne and Kaye 
Morris and for anyone I may 
have missed, especially you, 
my loyal readers who have 
been with Kaz’s Korner since 
its inception Sept. 12, 1966.

Kaz’s Christmas List From Page 2B
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LAURA & DELTA CLAIMS

Staff Report
For The Record

Harbor Freight Tools, America’s go-to 
store for quality tools at the lowest prices, 
has announced that it will be opening a 
new store in West Orange, TX. The new 
store will be located at 3109 Edgar Brown 
Drive and is expected to open early next 
year. A grand opening date will be an-
nounced closer to opening.

Construction has already begun at the 
location, using local workers and compa-
nies from the surrounding West Orange 
area.

In addition, the store is expected to bring 
between 25 and 30 new jobs to the commu-
nity, including Sales and Logistic Supervi-
sors, Senior Associates, Sales Associates, 
and seasonal opportunities as well. Harbor 
Freight Tools offers a competitive starting 
rate along with a best-in-class retail bene-
fits package that includes robust health 
coverage, and Thanksgiving and Christ-
mas off. Further, Harbor Freight provides 
stability and the opportunity to advance in 
a company that continues to grow, with 
over 21,000 associates and more than 1,100 
locations nationwide.

“We’ve been looking to open a location in 
West Orange for a number of years so that 
we can provide the tools and equipment at 
tremendous values to the community,” said 
Trey Feiler, Senior Vice President, Real Es-
tate and Construction for Harbor Freight 

Tools. “In addition to finding a great loca-
tion, we were attracted by the availability 
of great associates in the West Orange 
area, and we look forward to having them 
join the Harbor Freight team.”

Interested applicants can apply online at 
www.harborfreightjobs.com/retail and 
search “West Orange, TX”.

About Harbor Freight Tools
For more than 40 years, Harbor Freight 

Tools has been America’s go-to source for 
affordable tools. The family-owned com-
pany started in Southern California in 
1977, when 17-year-old Eric Smidt began 
transforming his father’s small phone sales 
business into a successful mail order com-
pany, bypassing the resellers, dealing di-
rectly with factories, and passing the sav-
ings on to the customer.

The company opened its first store in 
1980. Today Harbor Freight Tools has 1,100 
stores across the country, 21,000 associates 
and more than 40 million customers who 
depend on Harbor Freight’s quality and 
value to earn a living, repair their homes 
and cars and pursue their hobbies. With 
core values of excellence and continuous 
improvement, Harbor Freight Tools works 
to constantly improve the quality of its 
products and this year will introduce more 
than 600 new tools and accessories. Har-
bor Freight Tools is one of the nation’s fast-
est growing retailers, opening two new 
stores every week.

Harbor Freight Tools signs deal to open 
new location in West Orange

The Greater Orange Area Chamber of Commerce is announced their employee of the month for 
Orangefield High School is Ozhny Scogin. She was presented his certificate by Chamber represen-
tatives along with Orangefield administrators.   

Nurse Scogin has worked at OISD for the past 17 years.  The past 14 years she has served in the 
capacity of Orangefield High School Nurse.  She has also helped sponsor our very successful One 
Act Play.  Due to COVID, there have been many more responsibilities placed on Nurse Scogin.  She 
has done a tremendous job working with our district health advisor and mitigating the guidelines 
put forth by the local health department.  Her communication and documentation has been wonder-
ful during the is time as well.  We applaud Nurse Scogin for her hard work and dedication.

Orangefield’s Scogin named GOACC ‘Employee of the Month’
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Deaths & Memorials

Brendi Rae Richardson was born October 
28, 1993 in Port Arthur, Texas to Timothy 
Ernst and Angelina Michele Dickens. A na-
tive of Bridge City, Texas, she moved to Har-
risburg, Pennsylvania at an early age. Brendi, 
an excellent student and passionate soccer 
player at Temple University, graduated with a 
BS in Kinesiology. She continued to visit 
Texas throughout her life.

Upon Graduation from college, Brendi re-
turned to Texas to pursue a career as a Phys-
ical Therapist Assistant. There, she met her 
body guard and best friend Drake Richard-
son of whom she married in December 22, 
2018. Brendi enrolled in the Physical Thera-
py Assistant Program at Houston Communi-
ty College in 2018.

Having accepted Christ, she remained very 
committed with her faith and love for God.   
She departed this life on Tuesday, December 
15, 2020 at home surrounded by her loved 
ones. Brendi leaves to cherish her husband - 
Drake Richardson, parents -  Timothy (Me-
lissa) Ernst of Bridge City, Texas  & Angelina 
Michele Dickens of Etters, Pennsylvania, 
grandmother Imogene Ernst, three brothers 

- Benjamin (Brittany) 
Ernst of Bridge City, 
Texas, Sean (Helen) Au-
coin of Frisco, Texas, 
Zak Wingle of Etters, 
Pennsylvania, two sis-
ters - Brookelyn (Louis) 
Levesque of Deridder, 
Louisiana, Kali Wingle 
of Pittsburg, Pennsylva-
nia, four nieces - Kate 

Ernst, Abigayle Ernst, Freya Levesque, Mad-
eline Aucoin, two nephews - Wyatt Ernst and 
Jax Ernst, and a host of aunts, uncles, cous-
ins, other relatives and friends. She is pre-
ceded in death by her grandfather Elmer 
Ernst Sr., grandmother Angelina Dickens, 
and uncle Ricky Ernst. Funeral services will 
be held at 10:00 a.m., Friday, December 18, 
2020, at First Baptist Church in Bridge City. 
Officiating will be Pastor Edison Colbert, Jr. 
of Paradise Baptist Church in Beaumont. 
Burial will follow at Trout Creek Cemetery. 
Visitation will be held prior to the service at 
9:00 a.m., at First Baptist Church in Bridge 
City.

Brendi Richardson

Brendi Rae Richardson, 27, Bridge City

George Alexander, 82, of Bridge City, 
passed away on December 8, 2020, in Beau-
mont.  Funeral services will be held at 10:00 
a.m., Monday, December 21, 2020, at Bridge 
City United Pentecostal Church. A graveside 
service will be held Monday, at 2:00 p.m., at 
Creel Cemetery in Bel, Louisiana. Visitation 
will begin prior to the service at 9:00 a.m., at 
Bridge City United Pentecostal Church. Born 
in Leesville, Louisiana, on July 3, 1938, he 
was the son of Gus T. Alexander and Callie 
Mae (Young) Alexander. George “Buddy” Al-
exander was a faithful member of the Bridge 
City United Pentecostal Church for 54 years, 
where he served on the church board, pianist 
and bus ministry.  He worked for Kansas City 
Southern Railroad for 38 years.   Buddy was 
an avid ham operator and enjoyed sharing 
his life experiences with his ham operator 
friends.  He loved to travel and enjoyed using 
his RV to visit his favorite places.  He loved to 
fish and shrimp in his younger years and 
supplied many friends and family with his 
catches.   Buddy was faithful to his loving 
wife, Betty, for 63 years and loved his family 
and friends. He was preceded in death by his 
parents, Gus and Callie Mae Alexander; and 
brother-in-law, Gerald Gilley. He is survived 
by his loving wife, Betty Alexander of Bridge 
City; sister, Shirley Gilley of Bridge City; 
children, Kevin “Joe” Alexander and wife, 
Patty Alexander of Bridge City, Sari LaGrone 
and husband Jim LaGrone of Yantis, Skipper 

Alexander and wife, 
Krystyn Alexander of 
Katy, Mari Aquillard 
and husband, David Aq-
uillard of Bridge City 
and Kathryn “Kathy” 
Alexander of Bridge 
City; grandchildren, 
James LaGrone of Hous-
ton, Lauren LaGrone 
and fiancé Joel Cotter of 

Houston, Ashley Robinson and husband 
Dustin of Bridge City, Chase Alexander and 
wife Kelsey of Bridge City, Keaton Alexander 
and Lily Palmer of Katy, Courtney Alexander 
and James Manners of Cypress, Vienna Mae 
Alexander of Katy, Kevin Jackson and wife 
Tanna of Splendora, and Coleman Jackson 
and wife Kimberly of Little Cypress; great-
grandchildren, Carter, Trevor, Morgan, Bro-
di, Kinley, Kaela, John, Mark, Ethan and 
Cameron; step-grandchildren, Dustin 
Hughes, Landon Harris, Roman Prasarn, 
Alexis Prasarn, Alison Hampton, and Tiffa-
ny Goodwin.  Serving as pallbearers will be 
James LaGrone, Chase Alexander, Kevin 
Jackson, Coleman Jackson and Keaton Alex-
ander. In lieu of flowers, memorial contribu-
tions can be made to the Bridge City United 
Pentecostal Church in Memory of George C. 
Alexander at P.O. Box 1590, Bridge City, Tex-
as 77611.

George Alexander

George Alexander, 82, Bridge City

Linda Lou Nichols, 73, of Orange, Texas, 
passed away on December 17, 2020. A grave-
side service will be held at 10:00 a.m., 
Wednesday, December 23, 2020, at St. Mary 
Catholic Cemetery in Orange.  Born in Or-
ange, Texas, on June 25, 1947, she was the 
daughter of Charles Mitchell Sweezy and Ag-
nes (Tompkins) Sweezy. Linda was a gradu-
ate of Little Cypress High School in 1965. 
She went on to work at DuPont Sabine River 
Works for many years.   Linda was a charis-
matic and memorable woman who never met 
a stranger. She once kept an entire airplane 
entertained with her stories throughout the 
flight. Linda drew others to her, and she had 
a way of making everyone around her feel 
special and comfortable. She had a love for 
people that was evident through her many 
friends and family. Linda could often be 
found spending time with her loved ones or 
talking on the phone. Her family was her 
pride and joy, and she always made sure her 
children and grandchildren were taken care 
of. Linda will be missed by all who knew and 
loved her. She was preceded in death by her 

parents, Charles and 
Agnes Sweezy, and her 
sister, Jane Sweezy Loft-
in. She is survived by her 
loving husband of 55 
years, Robert Nichols of 
Orange; her children, 
Michelle Tubbleville 
and husband Kyle of Or-
ange, Stacey Nichols of 
Orange, and Randall 

Nichols and wife Natalie of Spring Branch; 
her grandchildren, Elijah Goolsby, William 
Tubbleville, Lexi Tubbleville, Konner Tub-
bleville, and Cooper Allan Nichols, her new-
est grandson, expected to arrive any day; her 
siblings, Brenda Sweezy Rogde and husband 
Jake, and Mitchell Kent Sweezy; her nieces, 
Lakyn Loftin Houston and Jennifer Sweezy; 
and her nephews, Bill Rogde, David Rogde, 
and Ryan Sweezy.  Linda was always passion-
ate about looking for ways to help others. In 
lieu of flowers, the family requests donations 
be made to a charity of your choice in Linda’s 
name.

Linda Nichols

Linda Lou Nichols, 73, Orange

Christmas Eve
Candlelight Service
Dec. 24 / 5 PM

673 FM 1078
Orange, Texas

“C-Ya
There”

AA meeting at Good Shepherd

AA meetings are being offered on Tuesday (open) and Thursday (closed) mornings at 9:30 
am at Good Shepherd Lutheran Church, located at 945 W. Roundbunch Road, Bridge City.  
Join us for coffee & donuts at the perfect meeting for imperfect people.  For more informa-
tion, please call, text at 409-221-0704 or email lolabell.102360@gmail.com.

Orange Al-Anon meetings  

Al-Anon can help if someone close to you has a drinking problem. Al-Anon meets Sundays 
& Wednesdays, 7:00 p.m., North Orange Baptist Church, 4775 N. 16th St. (Rear), Orange, TX 
77632.  Call Angela at 474-2171 or Jane at 409-670-2887 for more info. Calls are kept Confi-
dential.

Dementia Care Givers’ Support Group 

The Dementia Care Givers’ Support Group meets at St. Francis of Assisi Catholic Church, 
Canticle Building, 4300 Meeks Drive in Orange on the following days and times: Second 
Wednesday of every month at 10:00 a.m., and Second Thursday of every month at 6:30 p.m..

  Do you want green vegetables winter and spring?  You can have them 
with less than ten dollars and thirty minutes of Grandma’s labor.  Sounds 
easy and it is!  You can have mustard greens, one of the most densely packed 
vegetables with vitamins, minerals and turnips.

  What’s the trick?  At the last lawn mowing in November, could be later, 
hand broadcast seeds in the grass in your back yard, with no tillage.  Rain 
will wash the seed from leaves to the soil for germination.  Plant the mustard 
greens on one side and the turnip greens on the other.  There is enough or-
ganic matter to fertilize.  In a few weeks there will be enough harvest for you 
and your  neighbors. 

  In another few weeks, the turnips will be setting on top of the ground and 
tender with the grass covering the fruit.  The lawn prevents them from be-
ing blown by dirt and sand.  Cool, huh?

  What is your excuse?  Please share this knowledge and gain a friend!
I know nothing, but want to know everything,

JB Arrington

P.S.:  My dad taught me this.  He had a roadside garden for neighbors.

JB’s Roadside Garden
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HARRY’S APPLI-
ANCES - Used appli-
ances starting at 
$99.95, 302 10th. St. 
(10th. & main) Or-
ange, We also buy 
used appliances, Call 
or come by 409-886-
4111.
 

For Rent 3 bedroom, 
2 bath in Orange.  
409-670-6866

1 & 2 BR Houses for 
Rent in  the Orange /  
Little Cypress area.  
All bills paid, appli-
ances  & A/C includ-
ed. No deposit.  Please 
call 409-330-1641 or 
409-988-9336.

Clean, quiet, good 
neighbors, paved 
roads, city utilities & 
close to all amenties. 
Ask about our Handy-
man Specials. Call to-
day at 409-886-7047. 
Gresham’s Mobil 
Home Village, 2800 
Admiral St. in West 
Orange. (11/18)

Bridge City 2/1/1 Du-
plex Apt, in quiet 
neighborhood, w/d 
hookups. No pets, 
ideal for 1 or 2 per-
sons, $750 monthly 
plus $400 deposit, ap-
plication required. 
Call 409-728-8995 or 
409-920-5429

Christmas Special 
Mobile Home spaces 
for rent. Zero down & 
$250 month now thru 
Dec. 31. Quiet, friend-
ly neighborhood. 
Please call today at 
409-886-7047.

RV space available.
High and dry.  RV 
space is on private 
property.  $350 for 30 
amps, $400 for 50 
amps.  Price includes 
water, sewer and elec-
tricity.  Located off of 
Hwy 87 North.  Call 
or text 409-779-1492 
or 409-289-0221.

For Sale: Tiny Toy 
Poodle Puppy, 8 week 
old black male, dad is 
only 3 pounds! Sweet 
and smart. Has all 
shots, wormed, 
groomed, vet checked, 
and paper trained. 
Bridge City, $2000.

Free Scrap metal re-
moval.  Do you have 
any old appliances?  
We will haul them 
away at no charge.    
Please call or text us 
at 409-330-1422

FOR  REN T

A P P L I A N C E S

NOW
HIRING all
positions!

Apply in person at 
1265 Texas Ave,

Bridge City

NO PHONE
 CALLS!!!

• Garage Sales
• Birthdays
• For Sale 

• Weddings
• Rentals

• Memorials
• Services  

• Engagements
 

THE RECORD
Community Classifieds

Call 735-5305
• Penny Record Office: 333 West Roundbunch, Bridge City

• County Record Office: 320 Henrietta, Orange
Note: Offices Closed On Wednesday

•  Just $10 For A 30 Word Ad In Both Papers And The Web
•  Classified Newspaper Deadline: Monday 5 P.M. For Upcoming Issue
•  You Can Submit Your Ad ANYTIME Online At TheRecordLive.com

Your ads published in both newspapers,
the County Record and the Penny Record
plus on our web site TheRecordLive.com

Great Rates & Better Quality, Guarenteed.

Thibeaux’s
Lawn Service

Call for free bids

409-679-3748 
Troy Thibeaux

ORANGE’S OLDEST HOMETOWN APPLIANCE DEALER                            

 HARRY’S
APPLIANCE & SERVICE, INC.

• FREEZERS • DISHWASHERS 
• REFRIGERATORS • WASHERS & DRYERS

• RANGES • AIR CONDITIONERS
We sell parts for all major brands - We service what we sell!

    409•886•4111 302 10th St.
Orange

FREE LOCAL 
DELIVERY

SI NC E  19 6 3

Stakes Electric
“GENERAC GENERATORS”

COMMERCIAL • RESIDENTIAL
OLD HOMES • LED UPGRADES

ALL UNDERGROUND

409-749-4873
Licensed

Customer: #25151  Master: #14161

R V  S PA CE  F O R  R E N T

TRACTOR 
WORK

• Bush Hogging  

• Water 

• Dirt & Shell  

  • Sewer

• Electrical  

• Digging Services

LOCAL
409-670-2040

B US I N E S S  CA R D  L I ST I N G S   409•886•7183 or 409•735•5305

NOTICE: Vehicle stored at 
Gilbeaux’s Towing and 

Transport Inc. 058449  VSF

16527 Hwy 62 S. 
Orange, TX 77630
PH (409) 886-0007

Total charges cannot be 
computed until the vehicle 
is claimed, storage charges 
will accrue daily until the 
vehicle is released. Must 
demonstrate proof of own-
ership and pay current 

charges to claim vehicle..
www.tdlr.texas.gov

Vin#1FVAGGDV0DSBC2577
13 FREIGHTLINER
Owed $6711.53 
Vin#1GKCS13W7Y2175377
00 GMC
Owed $767.70
Vin#3H3V532C6CT186412
12 HYUNDAI
Owed $328.23
Vin#KNAFZ4A81E5235851
14 KIA
Owed $908.13

SERV ICE S

HELP 
WANTED

FULL TIME &
PART TIME

GROCERY STOCKERS
GROCERY CHECKERS 

- DELI WORKERS

APPLY IN PERSON 
ONLY  - NO PHONE 

CALLS PLEASE!

K-DAN”S
SUPER FOODS _ 

9604 FM 105

DANNY’S SUPER FOODS

2003 Western

DOG FOR  S ALE

NOTICE TO
CREDITORS

FOR SALE
409-886-7183

ENGAGEMENTS •  WEDDINGS •  MEMORIALS  • ADOPTIONS 

Please call us at 409-735-5305 or 409-886-7183

HELP  WA N T ED

WWW.THERECORDLIVE.COM

HANDYMAN PAINTING
TIM BENIOT w/ 30 YRS EXPERIENCE
COMMERCIAL, RESIDENTIAL & INDUSTRIAL

NO JOB TO BIG OR SMALL  
PRESSURE WASHING

LAWN CARE

(409) 735-5438         (409) 221-7759

American 
Legion Post 49

Hall Rentals
Call for info @
409-886-1241

Red Plaza
Opening Soon

2 / 1000 sq. ft spaces for rent
2948 16th St.  Orange, TX

409•883•4222

Case No:  A200509-D
Styled:  In the Interest of Diana Marie Whitson, A Child
                                       NOTICE BY PUBLICATION 

THE STATE OF TEXAS

To:  KEVIN WAYNE WHITSON., Respondent,

You have been sued. You may employ an attorney.  If you or your 
attorney do not file a written answer with the clerk who issued this ci-
tation by 10:00 A.M. on the Monday next following the expiration of 
twenty days after you were served this citation and petition, a default 
judgement may be taken against you.  The petition of VICTORIA 
BUCHANAN and KEVIN L. BUCHANAN II, Petitioners, was 
filed in the County Court At 128th Judicial Districtt Court of 
Orange County, Texas on August 18, 2020,  against ANGELA 
DEAN WHITSON and KEVIN WAYNE WHITSON, num-
bered A200509-D and entitled “In the Interest of DIANA 
MARIE WHITSON, a child.”   The suit requests the Termina-
tion of the parental rights and granting of the adoption of a 
child.  The date and place of birth of the child/ren who is/are 
subject of the suit:
  Name of Child                                   Date of Birth                    Place of Birth
 DIANA MARIE WHITSON             07/17/2018                 Beaumont, Texas

The court has authority in this suit to render an order in the 
child’s interest that will be binding you, including the termina-
tion of the parent-child relationship, the determination of pa-
ternity and the appointment of a conservator with authority to 
consent to the child’s adoption.

ISSUED AND GIVEN under my hand and seal of the Court 
at Orange, Texas, on September 30th, 2020.

     Vickie Edgerly
Clerk of the District Court of Orange County, Texas

                    By Vickie Edgerly
Vickie Edgerly, District Clerk

Orange County, Texas

“Everybody Reads
The Record!”

In Print
And

Online Now

Notice is here-
by given that 
original Letters of 
Testamentary for the 
Estate of CAROL A. 
DAIGLE,   Deceased, 
were issued on the 
DECEMBER 14, 
2020, in Cause No. 
P18906, pending in 
the County Court at 
Law of Orange County, 
Texas, to: JANA KAY 
DAIGLE.

All persons having 
claims against this 
Estate which is cur-
rently being adminis-
tered are required to 
present them to the 
undersigned within the 
time and in the manner 
prescribed by law.

c/o:
Jerry V. Pennington
Attorney at Law
108 N. Seventh Street
Orange, TX 77630

Dated the 22nd day 
of December, 2020.

Jerry V. Pennington

Jerry V. Pennington                            
Attorney for:
Jana Kay Daigle
State Bar No.: 
15759000
108 N. Seventh Street                                                      
Orange, TX 77630
Phone: (409)886-0575
Email: penningtonla-
woffice74@gmail.com

Merry Christmas 
to you & yours from the 

Record Newspaper’s staff!


