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New office almost 
real for Beauchamp

Almost paradise. Who 
could ask for more?

Probably Orange County 
Precinct 2 Commissioner 
Theresa Beauchamp.

But she seems too busy be-
ing tickled pink by the fact 
that her long-awaited office 
is almost ready to call home.

“I’m just so happy,” Beau-
champ said during a Friday 
show-and-tell of the nearly 
complete rebuild of the of-
fice on Highway 62 that also 
will serve as a Sheriff ’s Of-
fice substation.

It flooded during the 
country’s wettest storm, 
Tropical Storm Harvey, in 
August of 2017.

“Barry Burton opened the 
door and closed it, then went 
and found other office 
space,” Beauchamp said.

Burton was her predeces-
sor as commissioner. She 
beat him by two votes in the 
March 2018 Republican pri-
mary election.

Since being sworn in Jan. 
1, 2019, Beauchamp has had 
temporary quarters in the 
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Former Orange Mayor Essie Bellfield, 92, says she is the last living 
member of an Orange NAACP contingent to have crossed the Ed-
mund Pettus Bridge in Selma, Ala., on Bloody Sunday, March 7, 19
65.                                                       RECORD PHOTO: Dave Rogers

Orange County Precinct 2 Commissioner Theresa Beauchamp, 
elected to office in March 2018 and sworn in on Jan. 1, 2019, makes 
a phone call to a constituent in her soon-to-furnished new office 
on Highway 62 in Mauriceville. The Precinct 2 building, which will 
also host a Sheriff’s Office substation, was destroyed in August 
2017 by Tropical Storm Harvey.       RECORD PHOTO: Dave Rogers

Total C-19 cases double in 2 weeks

The memories are great in 
quantity and quality for 
92-year-old Essie Bellfield 
and last weekend’s death of 
civil rights legend John Lew-
is carried her back to “Bloody 
Sunday.”

“They had billy clubs hit-
ting us all over the head and 
everything,” said Bellfield, 
who was Orange’s first Black 
and first female mayor from 
1997-2000.

Lewis, a Congressman 
who represented Atlanta, 
Georgia, in the U.S. House of 
Representatives for 43 years, 
was before that a contempo-

rary of Rev. Martin Luther 
King, Jr.

He was beaten uncon-
scious by an Alabama state 
trooper wielding a nightstick 
as he crossed the Edmund 
Pettus Bridge leaving Selma, 
Alabama, on March 7, 1965.

State troopers, flanked by 
horseback-mounted mem-
bers of the sheriff ’s posse, 
wore gas masks and swung 
nightsticks as they attacked 
the peaceful marchers.

“They were spraying water 
[from firehoses] all over us,” 
Bellfield said. “Mr. James A. 
Roberts from Orange, they 
knocked him down with a 
water hose.”

Bellfield said she accompa-

nied Roberts, Velma Jeter 
and Fred Early, all from Or-
ange, to join 600 others in 
the March 1965 voting-rights 
march, which began in 
downtown Selma and ended 
in blood and gas clouds less 
than half a mile later.

Two weeks later, after a 
federal judge overturned an 
order by Alabama Gov. 
George Wallace declaring 
the march illegal, Lewis and 
MLK were accompanied by 
about 3,000 marchers when 
they finished the 54-mile 
march to the state capital in 
Montgomery.

Bellfield said she met Lew-
is several times on one of her 
trips to Washington, D.C., 

either with the NAACP or on 
behalf of the city of Orange 
or one of her other organiza-
tions.

“I represented Texas for 
Govs. Dolph Briscoe and 
Ann Richards,” Bellfield. 
“I’ve gone there with [Hous-
ton U.S. Rep.] Sheila Jackson-
Lee.”

The civil rights era of the 
1950s and 1960s are imprint-
ed on her soul.

“We’d get on the bus and 
ride to those marches,” she 
said. “We marched and 
marched.”

Bellfield’s own upbringing 
was different than many who 
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More than 1,000 people 
were tested for COVID-19 
during three days of testing 
offered in Orange County 
last week.

Might the number of posi-
tive tests from Orange Coun-
ty also top 1,000 when the 
next official weekly informa-
tion release comes later this 
week?

Based on the ever-climb-
ing upward curve of recent 
weeks, it wouldn’t be a big 
reach.

The number of lab-con-

firmed cases increased by 
232 between July 8 (487) and 
July 15 (719).

Active cases stood at 508, 
according to the July 15 re-
port posted on the Facebook 
page for Orange County 
Emergency Management.

That’s a jump of 191 from 
July 8.

While it took three months 
for the county to reach 300 
confirmed cases, the number 
more than doubled in two 
weeks – an increase of 136% 
since July 1.

“We knew those numbers 
were going to climb as we did 

more testing,” County Judge 
John Gothia said.

Gothia and County Com-
missioner Johnny Trahan 
have just returned to work 
after testing positive for CO-
VID-19 and having to quar-

antine for 14 days.
This week, Sheriff Lane 

Mooney and Kurt Guidry, 
county maintenance direc-
tor, are quarantining a posi-
tive COVID-19 tests.

Gothia said about 20 coun-

ty employees have tested 
positive for COVID-19 since 
the respiratory illness first 
surfaced in the county in 
March.

The county judge feels 
someone has some ‘splaining 

to do about the reporting of 
test results. He’s pretty sure 
that he’s down as two cases 
since he has had four tests 
and two came back positive.

Tired of paying big insur-
ance premiums only to sit 
in a crowded waiting room 
to see a doctor for less than 
10 minutes once or twice a 
year?

Dr. Amy Townsend says 
she has a better way.

Her Magnolia Direct Pri-
mary Care medical practice 
is located at 2845 Texas 
Ave, Suite 100, next to Or-
ange County Building Ma-
terials in Bridge City.

It doesn’t run on insur-
ance.

“Insurance is why health-
care is so expensive,” she 
says. “There’s just this tre-
mendous waste in health-
care. All of the bureaucracy 
needs to go away.”

Direct primary care, 
Townsend explains, “is re-
ally a grass roots effort for 
physicians to change the 
model of healthcare, to 
function outside of insur-
ance.”

Direct Primary Care 
practices require small 
monthly fees up front, but 
patients are not charged out 
of pocket for each appoint-
ment. Patients are allowed 
to see their provider as of-
ten as they like for preven-
tive, wellness and chronic 
care.

“This is like a gym mem-
bership or Netflix. You pay 
a monthly membership fee 
for everything we do in pri-
mary care,” Townsend said.

“It allows a physician to 

remove a lot of waste -- in-
stead of having 10-12 people 
in your office doing insur-
ance coding. We’re really 
trying to disrupt a system 
that’s broken.”

Without all the costly red 
tape, there’s more time and 
lower costs for patients.

“Part of the problem with 
health insurance is there is 
zero transparency on what 
the cost of a procedure is,” 
Townsend said. “It’s basi-
cally just putting your trust 
in insurance companies. It’s 
‘Let’s have this stuff done 

and I’m hoping it’s going to 
cover it and I’m not going to 
end up with this bill at the 
end.’

“But more and more peo-
ple are finding that insur-
ance companies are deny-
ing things and they are get-
ting these surprise bills, 
things they weren’t even an-
ticipating.

“Again, the way that this 
is structured is to give a 
very transparent, every up-
front pricing. People know 
what they’re going to pay.”

She says her practice will 

never have more than 500 
patients, while the average 
doctor working under the 
insurance model may have 
as many as 3,500 patients.

“This model changes ev-
erything,” Townsend said. 
“Not only for the patients; it 
allows me to spend more 
time with patients. Visits 
can be 30 or 60 minutes 
long, not the average of sev-
en minutes for the usual 
outpatient practice.”

Townsend knows about 

Dr. Amy Townsend opened her Magnolia Direct Primary Care in Bridge City in March. Direct Pri-
mary Care is a new business model for physicians that operates outside of the insurance system. 
Patients pay a monthly fee and pay nothing out of pocket for preventive, wellness and chronic 
care.                         RECORD PHOTO: Dave Rogers
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Doctor cuts insurance waste 
with ‘better way’ model
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FREE
Hearing

Screening
Call 

today!

Life is calling... Do you hear it?
Don’t let hearing loss separate you from the things you enjoy most in life.

Valid Through 07/24/2020

Digital Hearing Instruments

40% OFF
regular price
on a set of select 
models. Call for 
details.

Valid Through 07/24/2020

BTE or Custom Made

for hearing loss
up to 35 dba

$795**
each

Reg.
$995

Imagine...
• Hearing your grand-children’s voices clearly
• Being able to understand conversations in noisy rooms
• Not having to ask people to repeat themselves
• Listening to the television without disturbing others

New Technology...
• New digital noise filtering, for large crowds
• Connect to your TV, phone, and more 
• Emphasis on speech clarity
• Filters unwanted noise
• No more whistle and squeal
• Remote control for easy adjustments

• FREE Hearing Screening
• FREE Otoscopic inspection of 

your ear canal to check for wax 
build-up

• FREE Hearing Technology Demo
• FREE Hearing Aid Check-up
• FREE 2-Way Texting Device 

(Tablet or Smartphone) or 
Amplified Phone***

Come by and bring a copy of your 
photo ID and we will process 
your application.

Hearing 
Health Care 

Event
July 20 - 24, 2020

9 am - 5 pm

Call Monday - Friday • 9 am to 5 pm

1-888-464-8896
Orange • 105 Camellia Ave.

Nederland • 2190 Hwy 365 (closed Fridays)
Beaumont • 6656 Phelan Blvd.

WE ACCEPT MOST MAJOR INSURANCES. ASK ABOUT OUR SPECIAL FINANCING OPTIONS* 

Beaumont • Nederland • Orange • Bay City • Bastrop • Gonzales 
Cedar Park • Kirbyville • Lake Jackson • Lumberton • Trinity

www.BrownHearingCenters.com 
*SUBJECT TO CREDIT APPROVAL. NOT AVAILABLE WITH ANY OTHER DISCOUNTS, OFFERS, OR PRIOR PURCHASES. **$795 BASED ON PURCHASE OF 2 AIDS. CALL FOR DETAILS. ***PROVIDED EVERY 5 

YEARS BY THE STATE OF TEXAS FOR RESIDENTS WITH A HEARING LOSS. LIMIT 1 PER HOUSEHOLD. NO PURCHASE NECESSARY. 2-WAY TEXTING DEVICE REQUIRES HIGH-SPEED INTERNET - NOT INCLUDED. 

Wake Up
by the late Pearl Burgess

My heart is sad, but I still have hope
Not all is bad, nor the end of the rope.
I look up and see bright stars and the moon
But the “Morning Light” will be here soon.

Are we our brother’s keeper? Oh, yes we are
Not only those close to us, but those that are far.
Nation against nation with their selfish greed
Many people everywhere that we clothe and feed.

Do unto others we’re taught in school
Our Commander’s voice was “The Golden Rule.”
Brother against brother is that what we hear?
Our Commander says, “Do not fear.”

The earth is trembling under soldier’s feet
No children playing, no one on the street.
I see the lightening flash, I hear the thunder roll,
The wars around us have taken its toll.

Wake up! Wake up!
No time to nod.
The trumpet has sounded,
Cometh all mighty God!

Staff Report
For The Record

Pinnacle Christian Pre-
school and Mother’s Day Out 
opens this fall in Bridge City. 
The preschool provides 
faith-based education in a 
play-based learning environ-
ment. Directors for the Pin-
nacle Christian Preschool 
are David and Danielle Gon-
zales.

“We’re very excited about 
our new new preschool min-
istry at Pinnacle,” said David 
Gonzales. “The purpose of 
the preschool is to provide 
happy group learning experi-
ences where parents can be 
assured that their child is 
loved and well cared for by 
Christian teachers. We also 
provide this ministry as an 
out-reach to the communi-
ty.”

According to Gonzales, 
the children will learn about 
multiple different musical 
instruments, and have hands 
on music lessons. They will 
learn Christian bible songs 
and participate in bible sto-
ries. We will celebrate holi-
days during the year: Fall 
Festival, Thanksgiving, 
Christmas, Valentine’s Day, 
and Easter.

Pinnacle Christian Pre-
school is open Mondays and 
Wednesdays, from 8:30 am 
until 1:30 pm and is for 2 – 
5-year-olds.  Children must 
be at least 2-years-old by 
September 1st to enroll. The 
registration fee is $75.00 and 
the monthly tuition is 
$180.00.

The purpose of teaching 
children will be to help each 
child:

• Begin to associate  God 
with love.

• Help them make progress 
in sharing and taking turns.

• Develop large and small 
motor skills through planned 
activities.

• Recognize objects by 
shape, color and size.

• Recognize alphabet and 
numbers.

• Learn basic math skills 
and problem solving.

• Feel that Jesus loves them 
and others through bible sto-
ries.

“We will provide music 
classes, exercise classes, li-
brary, weekly classes and 
small class sizes,” Gonzales 
said.

For more information 
about enrolling your child in 
Pinnacle Christian Pre-
school & Mother’s Day Out, 
please contact David Gonza-
les at  PinnacleChristianPre-
school@yahoo.com  or visit 
their website PinnacleChris-
tianPreschool.com and click 
on the Contact tab.

Pinnacle Christian Pre-
school ministry is located at 
975 W. Roundbunch Rd., 
next to Good Shepherd Lu-
theran Church.

David Gonzales is also the 
scholarship coordinator for 
Pinnacle Dreams Founda-
tion, which is a non-profit 

scholarship organization 
benefitting Pinnacle Chris-
tian Preschool and Pinnacle 
Music Academy. Your sup-
port helps a child in a low in-
come or single-parent house-
hold be able to develop the 
skills that provide a firm 
foundation for lifelong learn-
ing through our music and 
early education programs. 
Each preschool scholarship 
provides a child with twice 
weekly preschool classes 
during the school year, a 
polo uniform shirt, and sev-
eral yearly special events and 
holiday celebrations. Each 
music scholarship provides a 
child with weekly lessons, a 
T-shirt, and a performance 
at our annual showcase. If 
you or your organization 
would like to provide a schol-
arship for a child, please con-
tact David at  PdreamFoun-
dation@yahoo.com

Pinnacle Christian Preschool opening soon

David and Danielle Gonzales, directors for the Directors for the Pinnacle Christian Preschool, seen 
here with their childrne on Sunday.

marched in those days. Born 
in Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania, 
and raised in Louisiana, her 
father was a lumberjack and 
her mother was housekeeper 
for owners of a rice mill.

“Those Boudreauxs were 
good people,” she said.

Her family moved to Or-
ange, where Bellfield’s moth-
er worked for some of the 
city’s top families and Essie 
resided under those families’ 
roofs.

The future mayor headed 

up the housekeeping depart-
ment for Orange’s hospital 
for years.

And she loves traveling.
“I’ve been all over the 

world except Russia,” Bell-
field said.

After her years as mayor, 
she rejoined city government 
as a council member before 
losing a re-election bid a 
couple of years ago.

Though she stays close to 
home these days, she hasn’t 
stopped looking out for oth-

ers.
“I’m for civil rights, man. I 

need people to go up there 
for jury duty when they call 
them,” she said. “You have to 
do it.”

And, from time to time, 
she looks back on the “olden 
days.”

“Right now, I go back and 
look at the Pettus Bridge, and 
I say, ‘Ya’ll don’t know what 
we did here.’”

county transportation office 
on FM 1442.

“I’ve been sharing it with a 
mechanic,” she said. “The 
room is so small, the best 
thing in it is a Snappy tool-
box.”

Precinct 2 is the county’s 
biggest, in terms of area, ex-
tending north from the West 
Orange city limits to the 
county line, touching parts 
of Vidor to the west and all of 
the communities of McLewis 
and Mauriceville.

“I’m going to miss every-
one out there,” Beauchamp 
said of the folks at the trans-
portation office. “They’ve 

been so kind.
“But I need to be here, in 

Mauriceville. Mauriceville is 
the largest part of my pre-
cinct. And this office is huge 
compared to that one.”

Kurt Guidry, county main-
tenance director, said the 
biggest thing remaining to 
make a $138,000 repair of 
the 1,700-square-foot build-
ing complete is installation 
of internet.

And furniture.
The delay in making storm 

repairs was due, in part, to 
Burton accepting alternate 
housing for 16 months, and a 
desire to get FEMA to autho-

rize a reimbursement of 
funds.

After two years of waiting 
on FEMA to issue rules, then 
rewrite them often, Orange 
County decided to do the re-
pair with proceeds of its in-
surance policy.

“Dean Crooks wanted 
FEMA to pay, and that just 
slowed everything down,” 
Beauchamp said, beginning 
to list all the county judges 
she has worked with in not 
quite two years on the job.

“Carl Thibodeaux said, 
‘You need an office. This is 
ridiculous.’ And John Gothia 
followed through.

Orange civil rights leader From Page 1

Commissioner gets office From Page 1
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2018 Subaru Impreza 
Premium Sedan

2.0L 4 Cyl., Variable Trans., Exterior: Mag-
netite Gray Metallic, Interior: Black,

Mileage: 45715 Stock #: P2226

2016 Ford F-150 XL
SuperCrew Cab

2.7L 6 Cyl., Auto. Trans.,  Exterior: Blue 
Flame Metallic, Interior: Medium Earth 
Gray, Mileage: 33351 Stock #: P2184A

See Our Full Inventory Of New & Preowned Vehicles At SabineRiverFord.com

Your Hometown Ford Dealer

1601 GREEN AVENUE - ORANGE - (409) 883-3581

Hundreds Of New and Preowned Vehicles
www.SabineRiverFord.com 

$26,025
Sabine River Ford

2017 Nissan Altima
2.5 SR Sedan

2.5L 4 Cyl., Variable Trans., Exterior: Super 
Black,  Sport Interior, Mileage: 42542,

Stock # P2229

$14,203
Sabine River Ford

2017 Ford Explorer
XLT SUV 

3.5L 6 Cyl., Auto. Trans., Exterior: Blue,
Interior: Medium Light Camel,
Mileage: 54339 Stock #: 7875A

$21,318
Sabine River Ford

2017 Ford Taurus
SEL Sedan

3.5L 6 Cyl., Auto. Trans., Exterior: Blue
Interior: Dune, Mileage: 34827

Stock #: P2227

$15,793
Sabine River Ford

2015 Chevrolet
Equinox LTZ SUV

3.6L 6 Cyl., Auto. Trans.,  Exterior: Tungsten 
Metallic Interior: Jet Black, Mileage: 47021,

Stock No. P2215

$15,491
Sabine River Ford

2018 Ford F-150 Lariat
SuperCrew Cab

5.0L 8 Cyl., Auto. Trans.,  Exterior: Black, In-
terior: Black, Mileage: 99085 Stock #: P2230

$30,823
Sabine River Ford

$16,871
Sabine River Ford

2016 Toyota Camry
Hybrid XLE Sedan

2.5L 4 Cyl., Variable Trans., Exterior: Blue, 
Interior: Black,  Mileage: 43617

Stock #: P2221

$16,696
Sabine River Ford

“usual outpatient practices.”
She observed them up 

close the first two years after 
she earned her medical de-
gree from UTMB, then com-
pleted her family residency 
in 2006.

“I worked in a private prac-
tice for two years and I felt, 
because of insurance, I 
couldn’t give patients what 
they needed,” she recalled.

“I actually transitioned to 
do hospital medicine. I saw 
patients at the hospital and 
took care of them at the hos-
pital. I could get things done 
in the hospital.”

Townsend worked as a 
hospitalist for much of the 
past decade but also worked 
for several years in hospital 
administration for Christus 
Southeast Texas and other 
hospitals. She was a regional 
vice president for Christus in 
2015-16.

She opened her Bridge City 
practice in March.

“I started planning this 
two years ago,” she said.

“And it’s challenging to get 
people to see that it can be 
done better. As soon as you 
tell them it’s not within the 
insurance system, they think 
that it’s going to be unafford-
able.

“And this, actually, for a lot 
of people because their de-
ductibles are so high, it’s 

more affordable.”
Townsend points out that 

membership in her practice 
doesn’t cover hospital care or 
other catastrophic problems.

“Direct primary care is not 
a replacement for cata-
strophic healthcare,” she 
said. “This allows the patient 
direct access to primary 
care. But we encourage pa-
tients to have some kind of 
catastrophic insurance plan.

“A lot of times those can be 
purchased at much reduced 
prices that a regular insur-
ance policy.”

She also said that she will 
work with patients who may 
already have insurance poli-
cies to provide the best out-
comes, physically and fiscal-
ly.

“Some people have such 
high deductibles they choose 
to pay out of pocket for some 
things rather than have it 
filed on their insurance,” 
Townsend said.

“I can order a routine lab 
panel and if someone has a 
high deductible like $5,000, 
they may pay $500 or $600. 
But if you pay out of pocket, 
it’s literally like $40.”

Townsend says she is avail-
able 24-7 for her patients.

“I want them to communi-
cate with me. I don’t want 
them to have to go to urgent 
care,” she said.

Doctor cuts insurance 
waste From Page 1

For more than 50 years, his 
family business has been 
busy improving the looks of 
local properties.

But Mark Frey of Orange is 
joining with Ed Van Huis, 
the owner and founder of in-
dustrial manufacturer Tub-
al-Cain Industries, to send 
folks off on the road to new 
horizons.

Their Columbanus Motor 
Sports, located at 3500 Inter-
state 10, is set to open as the 
new Southeast Texas dealer-
ship for Indian Motorcycles 
next spring.

The company is named af-
ter St. Columbanus, a sixth 
century monk who is known 
as the patron saint of motor-
cyclists after a life of travel-
ing across Europe.

Indian Motorcycle, found-
ed in 1901, was America’s 
first motorcycle. Soon after, 
it became the largest motor-
cycle manufacturer in the 
world.

“It’s a lifestyle bike,” Van 
Huis said. “I like being differ-
ent, not just another Harley-
Davidson rider.”

The Indian Motorcycle 
company went bankrupt in 
1953, but is having a resur-
gence since being purchased 
and brought back by Polaris a 
decade ago.

“I wanted to bring Indian 
Motorcycles here, because it 

was being dropped by Cow-
boy Motorsports [Beau-
mont’s Harley-Davidson 
dealer],” said Frey, best 
known around town as the 
owner of Frey’s Landscape.

“I’m an Indian rider. Mark 
Strayhorn [sales manager] is 
an Indian rider. We wanted 
to keep a dealership in the 
area.”

Van Huis, a native of Chi-
cago, has been in Southeast 
Texas for nearly four de-
cades, after leaving the fam-
ily machine shop business to 
start his own.

After starting Tubal-Cain 
to manufacture anchor bolts, 
he kept adding products and 
eventually bought his fami-
ly’s Chicago business and 

moved it to Texas. He started 
Tubal-Cain Marine Services 
in Orange in 2005 but out-
grew his plant and moved 
that business to Port Arthur 
after a few years.

“I’ve always liked Indian 
Motorcycles, but my riding 
days are over,” Van Huis said. 
“I just enjoy selling them.

“I like putting smiles on 
people’s faces.”

The idea for the Indian 
Motorcycle dealership began 
a little over a year ago and led 
to the purchase of the Honda 
dealership as a first step last 
September.

“Last spring, March 3, 
2019, Mark just popped me 
an email and said, “Would 
you ever consider getting 

into the motorcycle business. 
Within two or three min-
utes, he had my reply.

“Then Indian strongly sug-
gested we have another 
brand.”

The two entrepreneurs 
purchased the local Honda 
dealership from Clester An-
drews, who had owned it 
since 1967, Frey said.

“Honda was the key. Hon-
da is a stable brand with a 
good inventory,” Frey said.

Frey turned over the day-
to-day of the landscaping 
business to daughter Mallo-
rie Henning.

Columbanus Motor 
Sports, the former Cummins 
truck sales and service cen-
ter down Tejas Drive from 
the Free States Cellars win-
ery, will also include the 
Honda dealership that is now 
located at 1800 Strickland 
Dr.

The new business also fea-
tures a wide variety of ATVs 
as well as exMark lawn mow-
ers sales and maintenance. 
Plans call for a café inside 
and rally pavilion,

“This new place will be 
about four and a half times 
bigger than this [Strickland 
Drive location],” Frey said. 
“We have a 2,500-square 
foot showroom here. We’ll 
have about 21,000 square 
feet of showroom there, and 
about four times the total 
floor space.”

Duo brings Indian cycles to Orange
DAVE ROGERS
For The Record

While the governor and 
others say the key to gauging 
the depth of the ongoing crisis 
is the percentage of tests that 
come back positive, Orange 
County continues to report no 
negative tests.

That means every Orange 
County result reported is a 
positive. And two for the 
county judge.

Which begs the question 
about negative test results. A 
requirement to be released 
from quarantine by health of-

ficials is two negative tests.
Another statistical chal-

lenge?
The average age group for 

those who have tested positive 
for COVID-19 in Orange 
County is in the middle, 41-50 
group. But the weekly average 
has been in the 31-40 range 
two of the past four weeks.

The number of positives in 
the 0-10 age group has gone 
from zero to 20 since June 17, 
while the 11-20 age group has 
seen positives rise from 4 to 50 

over the same span.
The age group in the county 

with the highest number of 
positive tests is the 21-30, with 
117 recorded as of July 15.

President Donald Trump 
wants all students to return to 
school campuses next month. 
The Texas Education Agency 
offered governance last week. 
Then redid that plan the next 
day.

“The governor says counties 
can get exemptions [from re-
turning to in-person classes] if 

the county health authorities 
approve a waiver,” Gothia said.

“We want to make the best 
decision to keep students and 
teachers safe. And their fami-
lies and grandparents safe, 

when the schools get back 
open.

“I think the rules will 
change again before we get 
there. Every week, things 
change.”

The county has installed 
walk-through kiosks that 
check your temperature at 
both the main courthouse and 
the administration building 
that holds the tax office and 
the commissioners’ court-
room.

Those kiosks will also ulti-
mately function as metal de-
tectors. This has resulted in 
access to the county court-
house being limited to the 
center door off the back park-
ing lot.

Covid cases double in OC From Page 1

Mark Frey, left, and Ed Van Huis, look over the drawings for their 
new Columbanus Motor Sports
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From The Creaux’s Nest
DELAYS MAKE SOME TEST RESULTS USELESS

Some local people with coronavirus, who quarantined 
themselves, tell us they were almost well by the time they 
got their test results. The Center for Disease Control 
Prevention said COVID-19 incubation is up to 14 days. 
That means some test are worthless. We will never stop 
the spread without reliable and timely results. With no na-
tional strategy labs struggle to keep up. With an absence of 
national testing there’s little federal coordination to steer 
supplies to regions where the virus thrives. My friend Bill 
Waldrop, in the Rio Grande Valley, tells me that some 
people are waiting 12 to 14 hours in their cars, in 105 de-
gree weather for testing. “People are getting sick and faint-
ing just from the long wait.” Dr. Brian Castrucci called 
“shifting test responsibility to states the worst misuse of 
federalism ever and a national leadership disaster.”*****I 
need to move on; I have a lot to cover. Come along, I 
promise it won’t do you no harm.  

TRUMP’S MEDICINE SHOW
RESUMES VIRUS BRIEFINGS

Tuesday the coronavirus briefings resumed at the 
White House. Monday Trump said, “We have this big 
flare up in Florida, Texas and a couple of other places so I 
think what we’re going to do is I’ll get involved,(what he 
should have been doing since day one), and we’ll start with 
daily briefings.” Adviser Kellyanne Conway had called for 
Trump to return to the podium with the daily briefings he 
conducted earlier in the pandemic. This will be used to 
dominate the 24-hour news cycle. The briefings were sus-
pended after Trump drew criticism for suggesting the vi-
rus could be treated with bleach or some disinfectant, 
maybe injected inside. The briefings were a chance for 
Americans to hear from public health experts, including 
Dr. Deborah Birx and Dr. Anthony Fauci. Trump re-
cently described Fauci as an alarmist and White House 
top aids have taken to openly criticizing him. Some Re-
publicans believe that Trump’s penchant for going off 
script at briefings is damaging rather than helpful. Recent 
polling indicates most Americans do not trust Trump’s 
coronavirus information. Only 30% of voters trust Trump, 
67% do not. By contrast 65% trust Dr. Fauci. Many voters 
believe the briefings will serve as Trump’s political show, 
lacking important, correct information. Since reporting 
will no longer go to the CDC and will be sent to the White 
House for dispersing nationwide. Information from the 
White House will consist of two sets of books, cooking 
the numbers down to be released to the public. We could 
be in for three months of Trump’s daily reality show. If it 
becomes mostly political like it was Tuesday, rather than 
worthwhile coronavirus info, TV networks will back out 
and it will be carried only by FOX News. The latest na-
tional polls show Biden leading Trump as much as 15 
points. The briefings will be used to try and cut down 
Biden’s lead. Trump will go as far as wearing a face mask 
now that his ass is in a crack. The scientific method is our 
nation’s pathway toward better test, treatments and vac-
cines. Over 140,000 citizens have died and there will be 
many more. Most deaths could have been avoided with 
the proper leadership, not the failed leadership that’s been 
in denial with the next election being more important 
than the nation’s health. Red states, including Texas, fol-
lowed Trump’s lead and opened too early to please him 
and his re-election hopes. Personally, I believe the die is 
cast.

CONDOLENCES
We were saddened to learn of the death of Frances 

“Pud” Hogg, 59, our friend of many years who distributed 
the Record Newspapers for over 15 years. She also deliv-
ered the Beaumont Enterprise for 30 years. She was a fun 
person to be around. Frances passed away July 18. Servic-
es will be held Wednesday, July 22, 2:00 P.M., at Claybar 
Funeral Home in Orange. To know her was to like her. 
Please see obituary. *****We were sorry to learn of the 
death of Sam Khoury, 80, who passed away July 11. He 
was our friend Christy Khoury’s dad. He died a day before 
her birthday on July 12. We had known Sam’s dad Ike 
Khoury, who was a professional wrestler promoted by 
Paul Bousch. Our condolences to Christy and her entire 
family. Services were held Friday, July 17. A good man has 
left us. May he rest in peace.

TURNING BACK THE HANDS OF TIME
10 Years Ago-2010

Sam Kittrell has been Orange Police Chief 23 years. 
Over those years, I’ve gained a lot of respect for him. He 
runs a good department without the usual cliques that of-
ten divide departments in law enforcement and in the pri-
vate sector. That wasn’t always the case at Orange Police 
Department before he took over. In 2008, we named him 
our Person of the Year.***** Over the last decade few 
statewide candidates have come to our little part of Texas. 
Bill White held a rally at the Court House late Saturday 
evening drawing a nice crowd despite threatening weather. 
His visit will probably spur other statewide candidates to 
quit ignoring us.***** Rick Perry, whose net worth was 
$270,000 when he ran for political office is a multi-mil-
lionaire today. A story broke statewide Monday on how 
Perry made over $500,000 on just one land deal. Insiders 
believe Perry is not running to be Texas governor but for a 

chance to be on the national ticket in two years. Bill White 
is one of the most qualified business executives to run for 
governor in a long time. He says he’s the best choice to pre-
pare our economy for the future and turn our education 
situation around.*****The state of Texas faces an $18 bil-
lion shortfall, severe budget problems, school funding 
problems and much more. Texas has the highest insurance 
rates in the country. Legislators, next year, will have to 
face a decisive redistricting plan that is fair to all Texans, 
not gerrymandered to favor one party or the large met-
ropolitan areas. *****Russell and Mary Dillow are com-
ing home. They have purchased the Sears store in Orange 
and take over Aug. 1. Russell has been in Chicago for two 
week training to operate a successful store. Russell says 
many changes will be made in the store to best make avail-
able all items now found at other Sears stores. ******Light-
ning struck a 90-foot pine tree in Lynwood Sanders’ yard. 
The large flame you saw burning in the Sunset area was 
the top of Lynwood’s tree. The lightning strike was too 
close for Lynn’s comfort.*****Margie Stephens celebrated 
her birthday Saturday, July 24. She and the late Mary Fon-
tenot celebrated birthdays on the same day. A nice shower 
came down as the barbecue was ready to serve, expertly 
prepared by Buddy Serrett. Margie said that the rain was 
her friend Mary’s way of acknowledging their birthdays. 
Margie’s pretty sisters, one of Harry’s lovely daughters 
and a house full of friends and relatives, including Harry’s 
brother Ronny attended.*****Rev. Leo Anderson cele-
brates this week as does Dr. Joe Majors. Two good 
guys.***Our buddy Sleepy Smith doesn’t celebrate his day 
until Aug. 6, however he has given himself a trip to Alaska. 
He hopes to have lunch with Levi Johnson, Sarah and the 
Palin crew. We will have to wait and see how that works 
out.***Happy birthday to the lovely Lisa Faulk.*****Our 
great friend of many years, Jo Ann Collins, is in a Beau-
mont hospital after falling and breaking a hip. When she is 
released from the hospital, she will recoup at the 
Meadows.*****Fifty years ago T.W. Permenter married 
the lovely Lyndia Burton to be his bride and she has kept 
him all of these years. ***** Congrats to Barbara Winfree, 
sworn in Friday as the first female to serve on the port 
board. She knows all of the good old boys, John, Jimmy, 
Keith, Jerry and Gene. She’ll be able to hold her own. 
*****I have found that if you want just the right cut of beef 
there’s not but three places that will hand pick and custom 
cut your steak or roast just the way you want it. For quality 
meat at the best price I always shop Robert’s, Danny’s or 
K-Dan’s. Their meat is not prepackaged several weeks ear-
ly. ***** Fifteen years ago on Sept. 8, 1995, Theresa Foskey, 
28, was murdered in her Bridge City mobile home and her 
body was cut up. Parts were found in and near the Sabine 
River at Deweyville. Today, James Holden, 43, of Dew-
eyville is on trial and accused of that long ago murder.  is 
prosecuting the case for the DA’s office. The state is not 
seeking the death penalty, life in prison or 40 years with no 
parole. Sonny Gibbs is the defense attorney. The trial con-
tinues in Judge Powell’s 163rd Court.

40 Years Ago-1980

A solid gold Cadillac parked in the lobby of the Orange 
House reminds visitors of the Orange Community Play-
house presentation of  “Solid Gold Cadillac. The play by 
George Kaufman is one of four plays to be presented in 
the 1980-81 seasons. Charlotte Smith will direct the din-
ner theater production. Other plays presented are “Inher-
it the Wind” by Laurence and Lee, directed by Charles 
Ferguson; “Light Up the Night” by Moss Haet, directed 
by Diana Hill; and “An American Comedy,” by Gladys 
Turner. The Membership Drive Committee headed by 
Faye Speer is comprised of Ferguson, Jimmie Hart, 
Claude and Jean Hamerly and Doris Jones. *****Dennis 
and Lynn Hall and family, John, Lani and Janet, are vaca-
tioning in Colorado and New Mexico. Lynn had worked 
for the Opportunity Valley News and Dennis wrote a 
column. They didn’t learn the OVN had changed hands 
until they got back into town. (Editor’s note: I don’t know 
what became of Dennis and Lynn, who divorced over 30 
years ago. I heard Lynn remarried and was living in Beau-
mont. It seems Dennis just disappeared.)*****Ace and Jo 
Amodeo celebrate their 16th wedding anniversary. (Edi-
tor’s note: They divorced many years ago.)*****Celebrating 
birthdays are Russ Turkel, who turns 10 years old on July 
31 and Juliet Patton, who also celebrates on that day. (Ed-
itor’s note: Juliet died a few years ago, as did her husband 
Charlie. They owned Gravely Patton Power on Highway 
87.)*****This Sunday George Jones appears at the Lake 
Charles Civic Center along with the Oak Ridge Boys and 
Con Hunley. George will also appear in Clint Eastwood’s 
movie, “Any Which Way You Can.”*****Lamar Beau-
mont enrollment up to 3,920 students from 3,874, Lamar 
Port Arthur up 175 students from 90, Lamar Orange up 
34 students to 166 this year. (Editor’s note: Can you believe 
that Lamar Orange, in 1979 had only 132 students?)*****Top 
country singles are #1, “Bar Room Buddies” by Merle Hag-
gard; #2, “Dancin’ Cowboys” by the Bellamy Brothers; #3, 
“Stand by Me” by Mickey Gilley; #4, “True Love Ways,” 
Mickey Gilley; #5, “It’s True Love” by Conway and Loret-
ta; #6, “Tennessee River” by Alabama; #7, “Clyde” by Way-
lon Jennings; #8, “Friday Night Blues” by John Conlee; #9, 
“Wayfaring Stranger” by Emmylou Harris and #10, “Save 
Your Heart for Me” by Jacky Ward. (Editor’s note: I don’t 
remember Jacky Ward.)*****Things are starting to happen 
at the new Bridge City/Orangefield Community Center. 
A teen dance will be held Saturday, Aug. 2. Women’s exer-
cise classes begin Aug. 11. Kiddie Shows will be held every 
Saturday morning.*****Jim Wallace resigns from the BC 
City Council. Bob Pruitt is appointed to succeed him. 
(Editor’s note: Over the past 30 years Wallace has been a 
district judge in Houston.)*****Jean Lapeyrolerie turns 21 
on Aug. 2. (Editor’s note: Hard to believe that 40 years have 
gone by. I remember Jean’s 21 like it was yesterday.)*****Pat 
Meeks receives a baseball scholarship to Northeast Loui-
siana in Monroe. As a senior at Bridge City Pat had a 13-3 
pitching record. Billy Bryant will be playing baseball for 
McNeese. His older brother Kim plays for McNeese also. 
The two Bryant brothers are expected to be a winning 
combination for the Cowboys.

RUSSIA ACCUSED OF VACCINE HACKING

Last week Britain, Canada and the United States al-
leged hackers, backed by the Russian government, are at-
tempting to steal information from researchers and phar-
maceutical companies racing to find a Covid-19 vaccine. 
Dominic Raad, Britain’s foreign secretary, said, “It is com-
pletely unacceptable that Russia is targeting those work-
ing to combat the coronavirus pandemic.” The Trump 
Administration has yet to denounce Russia’s actions.

A FEW HAPPENINGS

I read last week that Butch Campbell  had retired from 
Lamar Orange after 44 years. I can’t imagine Lamar with-
out Butch. I have known Butch since he was 12 years old. 
Even at that age he was a good athlete. I knew his dad also, 
a good guy with a lot of class. Best wishes to Butch in re-
tirement. He did his job well and has earned the time not 
meeting the rush.*****Friday afternoon after the press had 
left the White House removed the portraits of President 
Bill Clinton and President George W. Bush from the 
main foyer. The photos were moved to a dinning area used 
only by White House employees and not seen by White 
House visitors. They have also refused to display Presi-
dent Obama’s photo. Very Petty. Meanwhile, going unno-
ticed is that Trump has put in motion a secret police like 
a dictatorship, KGB, Gestapo, etc. The secret police, 
with no identification, in unmarked cars, are grabbing up 
peaceful protesters in Portland Oregon and hauling them 
off. Trump deploying militarized federal agents has an-
gered city and state officials. Portland’s mayor demanded 
that Trump remove them. This is really scary stuff and 
un-American, just too much like Russia. *****A few folks 
celebrating their special day and other special events in 
the next week. July 22: Longtime friend, a great guy, Jeff 
Anderson is a year older.***On this day a wonderful cou-
ple Brown and Linda Claybar celebrate their wedding an-
niversary. Also five years ago, 2015, a fine young man we 
had known always, Daryl King, died.*****July 23: Linda 
Brinson celebrates a birthday. Also today Lynda and T.W. 
Permenter celebrate their anniversary. Best wishes for 
many more healthy years.*****July 24: A special friend, a 
special lady, Harry’s other half, Margie Stephens, cele-
brates her birthday. Time moves on. Best wishes. Also cel-
ebrating today is Chassadi Decker.*****July 25: Ryan 
Kimbrough and Misty Cappel celebrate today.*****July 
26: Happy birthday to Sherry Collins. She shares a birth-
day with Mick Jagger, who turns 77.*****July 27: Matt 
Chandler and Ty Manuel celebrate.***On this day in 2003 
Bob Hope died at age 100.*****July 28: Blaze Montagne 
turns 21.***Also happy birthday to Regina 
Cameron.*****Correction: Our apologies to Judge Chad 
Jenkins whose name appeared as Chris in last week’s pa-
per. I want to correct that mistake as not to put next win-
ter’s deer sausage in jeopardy.

BREAUX BIRTHDAYS

Celebrating birthdays in the next few days are Rocky 
DeCuir, Florence Pelham, Keazie Cappel, Paige Dohm-
ann, Albert Bates, Daniel Peet, Ralph Rucker, Renee 
Newson, Sherry Collins, Matt Chandler, Lee Harris, 
Marie Burns, Marsha Brown, Mutt Eason, Bobby Batch-
elor, Evelyn Toney, Allison LeLeux, Marie Slaton, Doug 
Richter, Joseph Whitehead, Paula Richey, Angela 
Rhodes and Chaelynn Wilson. Happy Birthday to all.

CELEBRITY BIRTHDAYS

July 22: Selena Gomez, 28, Pop Singer; David Spade, 
56, Actor; Ezekiel Elliot, 25, Football Player. Alex Trebek, 
80, Game Show Host.*****July 23: Woody Harrelson, 59, 
Actor; Slash, 55, Guitarist; Paul Wesley, 38, Actor.*****July 
24: Jennifer Lopez, 51, Pop Singer; Kristen Chenoweth, 
52, Stage Actress; Rick Fox, 51, Basketball Player.*****July 
25: Matt LeBlanc, 53, Actor; James Lafferty, 35, Actor; 
Meg Donnelly, 20, Actress; Jackie Christie, 51, 
Actor.*****July 26: Kate Beckinsale, 47, Actress; Sandra 
Bullock, 56, Actor, Mick Jagger, 77, Rock Singer.*****July 
27: Jordan Spieth, 27, Golfer; Alex Rodriquez, 45, Base-
ball Player; Maya Rudolph, 48, Actress.*****July 28: Lori 
Laughlin, 56, Actress; Pete Cullen, 79, Voice Actor; Manu 
Ginobili, 43, Basketball Player. 

QUOTE OF THE WEEK 
Seen on Facebook

Mark Davis-Bridge City 

You managed to bring back the 1918 Pandemic, the 
1929 Depression and the 1968 Race Riots, all at the same 
time.  (Mark, that’s wrapping up the package and putting 
a bow on it.)

CAJUN STORY OF THE WEEK

Ethel Thibodeaux and Ella Mae Comeaux have been 
friends all dere lives. Boa’t were born in Abbeville, at da 
Palms Hospital, in 1932. Boa’t of dem moved to Lafayette 
many years ago. Dere husbands had boa’t died dem so once 
a mon’h dey got together for lunch at a restaurant. One day 
at lunch Ethel noticed something funny about Ella Mae’s 
ear and she said, “Ella Mae, sha, do you know you got a 
suppository in you left ear?”

Ella Mae her said, “I got a suppository in my ear? Oh my 
God.” She pull it out and stared at it den she said, “Well, I 
be darn Ethel, I’m so glad me dat you saw dis ting, now 
I tink I know me where to find by hearing aid.”

 
C’EST TOUT

CONGRESSMAN, CIVIL RIGHTS ICON 
JOHN LEWIS

Monday, USA Today devoted a six page section to John 
Lewis, Feb. 21, 1940 to July 17, 2020. Born as one of ten 
children of an Alabama sharecropper, he became the 
youngest of the “Big Six” civil rights leaders who spoke at 
the march in Washington in 1963. Former Orange mayor 
Essie Bellfield and three other’s from Orange County 
rode a bus to Washington to attend the event. Lewis left 
an indelible mark on history. Lawmakers and presidents 
honor a life of activism and service. Lewis, a civil rights 
icon, whose fight for racial justice began in the Jim Crow 
South with Martin Luther King and ended in the Halls 
of Congress, died Friday. He served in congress three de-
cades, pushing the causes he championed as an original 
freedom rider at age 15. He challenged segregation, dis-
crimination and injustice in the Deep South. All these 
years later he was known as the conscience of the United 
States congress. Arrested, jailed and beaten for challeng-
ing Jim Crow Laws, he became a national figure by his 
early 20’s. Essie once told me about John’s keynote speech 
at the 1963 landmark event. John Lewis was the last sur-
viving member of the “Big Six,” consisting of King, James 
Farmer, A. Philip Randolph, Roy Wilkins and Whitney 
Young. These men changed the country and led to LBJ’s 
Civil Rights Act. Going almost unnoticed was the death 
of civil rights legend C.T. Vivian, who died on the same 
day as Lewis. Another civil rights leader in the congress 
Elijah Cummings, died last year.*****Take care, do you 
part, wear a mask. God Bless. 
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STACY HERNANDEZ
THE TEXAS TRIBUNE

High school athletes who attend smaller 
public schools in Texas can start practicing 
volleyball and football as soon as Aug. 3. But 
bigger schools, which are more likely to be in 
more populous areas, will have to wait lon-
ger, according to new guidelines released by 
the University Interscholastic League on 
Tuesday.

Due to the continued coronavirus pan-
demic, the UIL, which is the organization 
that governs high school sports in Texas, cre-
ated two separate calendars based on school 
size for resuming football, volleyball, tennis 
and cross country. Schools with the 1A to 4A 
designation can start meeting for games and 
meets in mid-to-late August. Schools in 5A 
or 6A, which are the biggest schools, will 
have to wait until September.

Marching bands across the state can begin 
their curriculums on Sept. 7.

The organization also issued guidance on 
face coverings, protocols for individuals ex-
posed to COVID-19 and how to set up meet-
ing areas like band halls and locker rooms.

Anyone 10 years or older must wear a face 
covering or face shield when in an area where 
UIL activities are underway, including when 
not actively participating in the sport or ac-

tivity. People are exempt from the rule if they 
have a medical condition or disability that 
prevents wearing a face covering, while eat-
ing or drinking or in a body of water.

Some schools won’t have to follow UIL’s 
face covering rule if they are in a county with 
20 or fewer active COVID-19 cases that has 
been approved for exemption by the Texas 
Department of Emergency Management. In 
that situation masks can still be mandated if 
the local school system implements the re-
quirements locally, according to the press re-
lease. UIL still “strongly” encourages face 
coverings in exempt schools.

The decision comes as discussions remain 
heated among parents, teachers and local 
and state officials about how and when to re-
open schools. Just last week Texas education 
officials relaxed a previous order that would 
have given public schools just three weeks 
from the start of the fall semester to reopen 
classrooms for in-person instruction.

But the UIL acknowledged that “not all 
schools will be able to start at the same time” 
and left some room for schools to decide for 
themselves when they’ll begin scheduling 
sports, according to the press release.

UIL will work directly with schools whose 
scheduling concerns aren’t addressed in the 
plan so they can participate in “as many con-
tests as possible.”

“Our goal in releasing this plan is to pro-
vide a path forward for Texas students and 
schools,” said UIL Executive Director Charles 
Breithaupt in the press release. “While un-
derstanding situations change and there will 
likely be interruptions that will require flex-

ibility and patience, we are hopeful this plan 
allows students to participate in the educa-
tion-based activities they love in a way that 
prioritizes safety and mitigates risk of COV-
ID-19 spread.”

Deaths & Memorials

Frances Marie “Pud” Hogg, 69, 
of Orange, passed away on July 
18, 2020, in Nederland. Funeral 
services will be 2:00 p.m., 
Wednesday, July 22, 2020, at 
Claybar Funeral Home in Orange. 
Officiating will be Pastor Jimmy 
Ponton. Burial will follow at Hill-
crest Memorial Gardens. Visita-
tion was held Tuesday, July 21, 
2020. Born in Orange, Texas, on 
November 22, 1950, she was the 
daughter of Jeffery William Trahan, Sr. and 
Geraldine Faye (Marburger) Trahan. Frances 
was a graduate of Little Cypress High School. 
She took great pride in her work as a newspa-
per distributor for 30 years and loved all of 
her customers dearly. Frances adored and 
spoiled all of her nieces and nephews and 
their children, and in return received their 
unconditional love and support back. She 

was a huge Trace Adkins fan, 
thoroughly enjoying time spent 
listening to his music. Frances 
will be forever remembered in the 
hearts of all those who loved her.    
She was preceded in death by her 
parents, Jeffery and Geraldine 
Trahan; husbands, James Sexton 
and Donald Hogg; brother, Jeffery 
William Trahan, Jr.; sister, Becky 
Hatfield; and brother-in-law, 
Steve Hatfield. She is survived by 

her sisters, Bernadette Price and husband 
Eugene of Brookwood, Alabama, and Tina 
Delk and husband Donald of Orange; along 
with many beloved nieces and nephews.  
Serving as pallbearers will be Greg Trahan, 
Dillon Trahan, Joe Delk, Jay Delk, Aaron 
LeBert, Corey LeBert, Kyle Hogg, Rodney 
Goins, and Chuck Long.

Frances Marie “Pud” Hogg, 69, Orange

Jane Abrego Carmack, 84, of 
Houston, Texas, passed away on 
July 17, 2020, in Houston.  A 
graveside service was held at noon 
on Tuesday, July 21, 2020, at St. 
Mary Catholic Cemetery in Or-
ange, Texas. Born in Orange, Tex-
as, on September 10, 1935, she 
was the daughter of Frank Abrego, 
Sr. and Pueblita Abrego. She was 
a lifelong resident of Orange, Tex-
as until relocating to Houston, 
Texas in 2012. Prior to her relocation, she 
was an Office Manager at Little Giant Manu-
facturing for 25 years. She enjoyed spending 
time with her family and will be missed by all 
of those who knew and loved her.  Survivors 

include her son, Robert Carmack, 
Jr. of Houston; siblings, Delia Vil-
larreal of Houston, Amelia Lugo 
of San Bernardino, CA, and Siguel 
Abrego of Orange; and numerous 
nieces and nephews. She is pre-
ceded in death by her husband, 
Robert (Bob) Carmack; parents, 
Pueblita and Frank Abrego, Sr.; 
and siblings, Mary Pachuca, Con-
nie Sanchez, Ruby Denman, Am-
paro Abrego, Victor Abrego, and 

Frank Abrego, Jr. In lieu of flowers, memorial 
contributions may be made to Park Manor 
Westchase, 11910 Richmond Avenue, Hous-
ton, Texas 77082, for the purchase of person-
al protection equipment (PPE).

Jane Abrego Carmack, 84, Houston

Jerome (Jerry) R. Lanni, 81, of 
Bridge City, Texas, passed away 
on Friday, July 17, 2020. He was 
born in Warsaw, New York to 
John and Doris Clark Lanni. Fu-
neral services were held Tuesday, 
July 21, 2020, at St. Paul United 
Methodist Church in Bridge City. 
Reverend Mark Bunch was the of-
ficiant. Burial followed at An-
tioch Cemetery in Buna at 1:00 
p.m. Visitation was held prior to 
the service, beginning at 10:00 a.m., at St. 
Paul United Methodist Church. He was pre-
ceded in death by his parents, and his broth-
ers, John Lanni and Dave Lanni. He is sur-
vived by his wife, Sherry Lanni; his son, Jeff 
and wife Lamanda Lanni; grandsons, Mat-
thew and wife Koti Lanni, Aaron Lanni and 
Daniel Lanni; great granddaughter, Eliana 
Lanni; brothers, Jim and wife Barbara Lanni 

and Joe Lanni; extended family, 
Jack and Sheila Schoolfield and 
John, Cleo, and Hendrix School-
field; family in New York, Jim and 
Bev Stothers, Timmy and Karen 
Stothers, Judy and Ed Marquart 
and Dennis and Liza Stothers; as 
well as numerous nieces and 
nephews.  Jerry was a sprinkler 
fitter/pipe fitter and his work 
brought him to Bridge City in 
1976. Jerry attended St. Paul Unit-

ed Methodist Church and after retirement, 
enjoyed volunteering at Bridge City Orange-
field Ministerial Alliance, where he made 
many new and lasting friendships and en-
joyed the Christian fellowship.  In lieu of 
flowers, the family requests that you make a 
donation to the Bridge City Orangefield Min-
isterial Alliance, 200 West Roundbunch 
Road, Bridge City, Texas 77611.

Jerome (Jerry) R. Lanni, 81, Bridge City

Claybar Funeral Home an-
nounces the Memorial Services 
for Grace Marie Hall Guillot will 
be conducted on Saturday, Au-
gust 1, 2020.

The Memorial Services will be 
conducted at the First United 
Methodist Church at 502 N.6th 
Street, Orange, Texas. Senior Pas-
tor Lani Rousseau will Officiate 
the Ceremony. The visitation will 
be from 12:30 PM until 1:00 PM. 

The Memorial Services will begin 
at 1:00 PM until complete. Burial 
Services will follow at the Trout 
Creek Cemetery located in Call, 
Texas. (corner of Highway 87 and 
FM 1004).

All Family, Relatives and 
Friends are encouraged to join in 
the Celebration of Life of Grace 
Guillot. To prevent the spread of 
the Coronavirus disease, please 
wear MASKS.

Grace Marie Hall Guillot

DPC ADVANTAGES 

CALL FOR AN 
APPOINTMENT TODAY 

 

SPACE IS LIMITED  

MEMBERSHIP INCLUDES 

• True Price Transparency 

• Affordable Monthly Fee 
for Unlimited Visits 

• Same Day/Next Day 
Appointments 

• After Hours Care for 
Urgent Issues 

• Personalized Care From a 
Doctor You Know 

• No Copays or 
Deductibles

• Preventative Care 

• Well Women Exams 

• Chronic Disease 
Management 

• Acute Care 

• Minor Injuries 

• Telemedicine 

• Minor In Office Procedures 

• Discounted Labs & 
Imaging 

2845 TEXAS AVE, SUITE 100, BRIDGE CITY, TEXAS    409-313-6277    MAGNOLIADPC.COM

WHAT IS DIRECT PRIMARY CARE?

MAGNOLIA 
DIRECT PRIMARY CARE  

Direct Primary Care (DPC) is an innovative healthcare 
model which prioritizes the relationship between 
doctors and patients. DPC eliminates the unnecessary 
intrusion of insurance companies and offers an 
affordable, accessible membership-based primary care 
that provides all the essentials of routine healthcare for a 
flat monthly fee.

Amy Townsend, M.D.

Some high schools can start football, 
volleyball practices as soon as Aug. 3
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Hello Everyone,
I hope this week finds you better 

than last week. Whether we are go-
ing through rough storms in life or 
we are living in peace, the peace of 
God’s presence lights our way. God 
is our strength and our deliverer. 
Always look to God in troubled 
and in peaceful times. 

You Lord, keep my lamp burning; my God 
turns my darkness into light. Psalm 18:28.

  Planting Roses

       Remove any grass and debris from the 
rose bed or planting area. Mix any soil addi-
tives with your existing soil. Dig a hole twice 
the size of your container. The top of the root 
should be level with the surrounding soil. Do 
not plant too deep. Stand the rose in the mid-
dle of the hole. Fill the hole with parent soil if 
it is loose. If it is not loose, fill with amended 
soil. Fill to the same level as the top of the 
root ball. Apply water, if the soil settles apply 
more soil. Apply bark, mulch, wood chips or 
pine straw around the bush, leaving about 2 
inches from the base. This helps to keep 
weeds away and keeps the soil loose, cool and 
damp. It also encourages earth worms which 
are good.

July 22- Do not plant, destroy weeds

July 23,24,25,26 - plant above ground 
crops, annual flowers, cultivate and kill 
pest.

July 27, 29- Transplant

July 28- irrigate and cultivate

           Receipes of the Week

Sock-it-to-me-Cake

1 pkg yellow butter cake mix, 
less 2 Tblsp.

2 Tblsp brown sugar
2 tsp. Cinnamon

1 c. chopped nuts
1/3 c oil
4 eggs
1 c sour cream
1/4 c water

Heat oven to 375 degrees. Grease and flour 
a bundt cake pan. In a small bowl combine 2 
Tblsp cake mix, brown sugar, nuts and cin-
namon. Set aside.

 In a mixing bowl, mix cake mix, oil, eggs, 
water and sour cream. Mix well. Pour half 
the mixture in prepared pan, sprinkle cinna-
mon around the cake. Pour remaining batter 
over the top. Bake 45-55 minutes. Cool and 
turn out.

Glaze

1 c. Powder sugar
1 Tblsp milk
1/2 tsp vanilla
Mix until smooth and drizzle over cake.

Meatballs and Gravy

1 1/2 lbs lean ground round
1 med. Onion, chopped fine
1 bell pepper, chopped fine
2 eggs, slightly beaten

1 Tblsp worcestershire sauce
1/4 c cracker meal
1/3 c milk
Season to taste.

     Combine all ingredients in a large bowl. 
Mix well. Shape into 2-3 inch meatballs. Fry 

in hot oil until Brown on all sides. Remove 
and set aside. Add flour to drippings and 
make a light brown roux. Return meatballs to 
skillet add water to make a gravy. Cover and 
lower heat. Cook 30 minutes. Add more wa-
ter if needed, adjust seasoning to taste.

Serve over rice.

With social distancing orders in place in 
many areas across the country, you may be 
doing your grocery shopping with shelf sta-
bility in mind.  Here are three things to know 
about eating to feel strong while sheltering in 
place:

1. Empty Calories Should Get the Boot. 
Many products designed to last a long time 
don’t contain the vital nutrients your body 
needs, and instead, contain artificial ingredi-
ents that lead to quick energy and crash cy-
cles. While empty calories will keep you 
alive, they won’t allow you to thrive, promot-
ing fat over muscle and actually weakening 
your body’s ability to defend itself. 

2. Nutrients Ignite Your Body’s Natural 
Power to Defend. The COVID-19 crisis high-
lights the fact that those with compromised 
immune systems and those with chronic dis-

ease are often the most vulnerable to viral 
infection. Fortunately, you can help to boost 
your immunity and defend against certain 
chronic diseases with a nutrient-packed diet. 
Why? Nutrients nourish your cells, defend 
against free radicals, give you energy, and aid 
muscle growth and repair.

3. Eating to Thrive is Easier Than it Sounds. 
Getting the “Big Five” -- protein, vitamins, 
minerals, omega-3s and fiber -- doesn’t have 
to be a challenge during difficult situations. 
To get all your essential nutrients in every 
meal, consider stocking up on products sup-
ported by research, such as Nutrient Surviv-
al, a line of nutrient dense foods and drinks 
that are simple to make. Developed by a team 
of food scientists. To learn more, visit Nutri-
entSurvival.com.

(StatePoint)

How to Eat to Feel Strong While Social Distancing

LOU HARRIS
For The Record

The Farmer’s Wife  . . .
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Deeper bite
very productive

I can’t imagine that we will see another 
12.4-pound bass caught this summer, but 
Toledo Bend did give up at least two more 
double digit fish  this past week.Both fish 
were caught in the afternoon hours.

Jason Simms’ lunker hit a Carolina rigged 
watermelon-red flake Centipede in twenty-
six feet of water and Carol Duplantis duped his prize with a  
deep diving crankbait in fourteen feet of water.Jason’s fish 
weighed  10.02 pounds and Carol’s bass weighed 10.42 
pounds.

You certainly can’t fault Duplantis for falling in love with 
his new found weapon.“I won a little tournament back in 
March with a Norman DD22 crankbait and I am still fishing 
it most of the time.I can’t stand dragging a Carolina rig 
around when I can’t find any grass and this lure will catch 
them over a bare bottom.”

He added that he fishes only two colors.“A crawdad pattern 
was good when it was colder, but I haven’t fished anything but 
Sexy Shad all summer,” added Duplantis.“The best part of us-
ing this lure is that I don’t have to navigate the wooded 
creeks.I have fished the deep points on major flats like Ten-
nessee Bay all the way to McGee’s and caught fish.”

You’ll also have to pardon Simms if he doesn’t agree with 
Duplantis’ assessment of the Carolina rig.“I don’t get to fish a 
lot and I have never found a better technique for fooling bass 
in deep water.A little grass or brush helps, but I have a lot of 
confidence just dragging it around while drifting open flats 
and deep tree lines.”

The south Houston angler said that he has caught several 
bass over eight pounds on both Toledo Bend and Rayburn the 
past three years, but was beginning to think he would never 
break the ten pound mark.“The only time she cleared the wa-
ter was when I lifted her up on my scales before easing her 
back in the water.Maybe I’ll catch her again next year in the 
Big Bass Splash!”

Albert Bates has been on a mission this summer to do what-
ever it takes to locate and fool big bass on the two impound-
ments and it appears that he is closing the gap very quickly.A 
month ago he texted me a picture of an 8-pound fish that he 
had just caught at night on Toledo Bend and last week yet an-
other picture of a nine pound fish he had caught and released 
on Rayburn.

He said his two most important findings are that there is no 
substitute for learning to use quality electronics and that, in 
his opinion, only a few areas consistently attract big bass.“I 
have found that I can fish the exact same structure and depth 
in one area and never catch a bass over three pounds while 
another similar area continues to hold larger fish.”

Bates said he has yet to figure out that part of the equation, 
but there is no doubt that he is quickly shortening the learn-
ing curve.The same day he caught his nine pound fish he re-
leased two more over the six pound mark.That would be a 
good start to a winning five fish limit in a tournament!

Everett Johnson recently told me that he has never seen this 
much fishing pressure in the Matagorda area.Long waits at 
the launches and boats constantly running around are the 
new norm.In spite of that, they are still catching quality trout.

That has not been the case here on Sabine Lake.It gets a lit-
tle crowded south of the Causeway and along the north revet-
ment wall on occasion, but very few folks are even looking 
around in the main lake.

While the trout we have located in the main lake have been 
more numerous, size has still been a problem. The catching 
has been a lot more fun, but limiting on keeper size fish has 
been a challenge.

All of this could change, however, in the very near future.
On the positive side, we are starting to see larger schools of 
shad all over the north end and it usually doesn’t take the La-
dyfish and redfish long to find them.

On the negative side, we are now looking in the face of what 
has been an exceptionally wet time of the year for us ever 
since Harvey devastated the area and too much fresh water is 
a game changer.In fact, we have consistently gotten beaten up 
so badly ever since Harvey that more area fishermen are con-
cerned about their homes flooding than the size of the trout.

Wear your mask!

CAPT. DICKIE COLBURN
For The Record

Dickie Colburn

Albert Bates shows off his nine pound bass.

Live bait choices make fishing interesting

No matter how hard lure 
manufacturers try they will 
never be able to create a lure 
that works better than real 
thing, period. The typical 
profile of the weekend angler 
is not that of the high end 
trophy trout hunter who 
chunks artificial lures for 
hours on end looking for one 
big fish, it’s the fisherman 
who takes a quart of live 
shrimp or a bucket of mud 
minnows and looks for any-
thing that will bite. Much 
has been made of the big 
trout phenomenon and all 
the hoopla that surrounds 
that style of fishing; I per-
sonally have devoted plenty 
of articles to the subject as 
well as many days on the wa-
ter. On the other hand I de-
voted plenty of time on the 
water fishing with live shad 

or mullet and 
I enjoy those 
trips just as 
much or 
maybe even 
more on oc-
casion. There 
is something 
very calm 

and social about anchoring 
up in the mouth of a little 
bayou or in the river and 
peacefully anticipating the 
next bite for whatever spe-
cies shows up next. Some of 
the best conversations I ever 
had with my son were on the 
back of boat as we sat fished 
live bait. The laid back mood 
associated with this style of 
fishing is a welcome change 
from the hectic world that 
we live in; it’s a shame that 
more anglers aren’t willing 
to participate for fear of their 
macho image being tar-
nished. I feel sorry for those 
folks because they don’t 
know what they are missing.

Here in the Sabine area we 
are very fortunate to have 
such a great supply of free 
live bait, virtually anyone 
who can throw a cast net can 
catch enough bait to fish 
without spending a dime. 
Most anglers who live here 
locally have no idea about 
how much money weekend 

anglers on other bay systems 
spend on live bait, it’s crazy. 
Live shrimp by the quart 
ranges anywhere from 12 to 
20 dollars a quart! Now if 
you plan on fishing all day 
you probably will buy at least 
3 quarts, that’s an extra of 40 

Redfish and trout alike stay on the prowl for their next meal mak-
ing live bait a great option.

UZZLE  Page 2B

CAPT. CHUCK UZZLE
OUTDOORS
For The Record

Chuck Uzzle
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Cove Baptist 
Church

1005 Dupont Drive - Orange
We are meeting in worship again and all
are invited to come and worship with us

at 10:30 AM each Sunday.

You will worship in traditional music with a 
sprinkling of contemporary and traditional 

Bible preaching and teaching
as you remember it.

Charles Empey -Pastor

Masks Required. Social Distancing Observed.

to 60 dollars a trip on top of 2 
dollar, a gallon gas prices. 
Anglers who fish with guides 
on places like Calcasieu or 
Galveston bay not only pay 
guide fees but they also are 
expected to pay for the live 
bait as well, that price gets 
steep in a hurry. I don’t know 
how many horror stories I 
have heard from anglers who 
went out with a guide and 
paid for live shrimp only to 
have the bait die half way 
through the trip due to a bad 
live well system or some oth-
er problem only to have to go 
back to the bait stand and by 
more shrimp. My wallet hurts 
just thinking about it all. 

The other high dollar live 
bait that we really don’t have 
in this area is croaker, the big 
trout bait of choice on the 
lower coast. Live croaker cost 
around 6 dollars a dozen on 
average and will usually last 
all day with minimal care. 
The live croaker as bait in-
dustry is a huge money mak-
ing business, the numbers of 
live croaker sold on Saturday 
at the big bait camps are stag-
gering. Many in the fishing 
community attribute the de-

cline of the croaker to the 
emphasis on them as bait in-
stead of a game fish. Live 
croaker are lethal on trout in 
the summer, while artificial 
only guides struggle to put 
together a decent box of fish 
many “croaker guides” limit 
out in 2 or 3 hours and get 
back to the dock well before 
lunch. There have been plen-
ty of cleaning table alterca-
tions surrounding this prac-
tice but regardless what some 
may think using croaker for 
bait is perfectly legal.

While we don’t really have 
a consistent supply of live 
shrimp or croaker in our area 
we do have live bait that is ev-
ery bit as good if not better, 
live shad. The small pogies 
and menhaden that thrive in 
our waters are great baits for 
almost any and or all species 
of fish that can be caught in 
our area either fresh or salt. 
Besides being readily avail-
able for those who can throw 
a cast net the best thing about 
them is that they are 100% 
free. The summer months are 
tailor made for drifting shad 
under a cork or fished along 
the bottom on a Carolina rig; 

both are popular methods 
and each works well. If there 
is a draw back to fishing shad 
it’s their durability, shad are 
difficult to keep alive for long 
periods if you don’t pay atten-
tion. Most anglers try to put 
too many shad in their live 
well; this is a recipe for disas-
ter. All the shad in the same 
small space produce waste 
and deplete the oxygen in the 
water which usually kills all 
the shad really quick. In or-
der to make the most of your 
shad don’t put too many in 
your live well, change your 
live well water frequently, 
and keep the water in you live 
well cool by adding frozen 
water bottles or some other 
means. By taking a few extra 
precautions you can keep 
your bait fresh and lively for a 
really long time. 

Take a few minutes before 
you hit the water this month 
and make sure you have ev-
erything you need to be a 
successful live bait fisher-
man. The little details can 
mean the difference between 
a great day on the water and 
one that would better forgot-
ten.

Staff Report
For The Record

TPWD biologists estimate 
that the state’s deer popula-
tion is around 5.5 million 
deer, or a density of 49.25 
deer per 1,000 acres. Howev-
er, that density is not uniform 
across the state and those ar-
eas with better habitat tend to 
support higher deer popula-
tions. TPWD data suggests 
that the hunter success rate in 
2019 was estimated to be 60% 
and similar trends can be ex-
pected for the 2020-21 sea-
son. The Edward’s Plateau 
and the Cross Timbers re-
gions of Texas are forecast to 
have the highest deer popula-
tions.

“From a statewide perspec-
tive, hunters might expect to 
see a higher proportion of 
bucks in the 6.5 to 8.5-year 
age classes as a result of above 
average fawn crop in previous 
corresponding years while 
other age classes reflect a 
more even distribution,” Cain 
said. “While doe harvest has 
been down slightly in the last 
couple of years, which is likely 
contributing to a widening 
ratio of does to bucks, the 
good news for hunters is that 
there should be plenty of car-
ryover from previous years.”

Hunters looking for a place 
to hunt or a change of scenery 
this fall are encouraged to ap-
ply for one of TPWD’s many 
drawn public hunt opportu-
nities.

TPWD wants to remind 

hunters that mandatory har-
vest reporting is required 
when taking an antlerless 
deer during archery, youth-
only, muzzleloader or the 
4-day doe days during general 
season in the following coun-
ties: Austin, Bastrop, 
Caldwell, Colorado, Dewitt, 
Fayette, Gonzales, Guadal-
upe, Karnes, Lavaca, Lee, 
Waller, Washington and Wil-
son. Counties also included 
are Goliad, Jackson, Victoria 
and Wharton counties north 
of U.S. Highway 59 and Co-
mal, Hays and Travis east of 
IH-35. Harvests must be re-
ported within 24 hours of 
taking an animal via the free 
My Hunt Harvest app. Public 
land hunters can also use the 
My Hunt Harvest app to com-
plete their on-site registra-
tion electronically.

All season dates by animal, 
along with regulations, har-
vest means and methods and 
more, can be found online in 
the Outdoor Annual. The 
2020-21 Outdoor Annual will 
only be available digitally for 
the upcoming hunting and 
fishing season. Hunters will 
have the ability to print cop-
ies of relevant portions of the 

Outdoor Annual before head-
ing to the field. Hunters can 
also download the free Out-
door Annual mobile app on 
iOS and Android.

White-tailed deer and 
Mule Deer are Chronic Wast-
ing Disease-susceptible ani-
mals. As such, prior to hitting 
the field, TPWD asks that 
hunters review CWD infor-
mation to find area testing re-
quirements and carcass 
movement restrictions in 
CWD Containment and Sur-
veillance Zones. New for the 
2020-21 season, a CWD zone 
has been established in Kim-
ble County. Additional infor-
mation about CWD can be 
found on the TPWD website.

Uzzle  From Page 1BTPWD estimates 5.5 million deer in 
Texas notching up hunter success rate

“From a statewide perspective, 
hunters might expect to see a 
higher proportion of bucks in 

the 6.5 to 8.5-year age classes.”
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AUSTIN -The Texas Parks 
and Wildlife Department 
(TPWD) is requesting feed-
back from the public on a 
new suite of potential har-
vest regulation options for 
blue and channel catfish. 
The goal is to obtain input 
from anglers on these op-
tions before proposing any 
changes to the Texas Parks 
and Wildlife Commission 
early next year.

“A team of TPWD fisheries 
biologists have worked for 
the past two years to review 
our current catfish regula-
tions with the goals of con-
tinuing to provide good an-
gling, meeting current an-
gler needs, and reducing the 
number of regulations,” said 
Dave Terre, TPWD’s Fish 
Management Chief. “Ob-
taining feedback and making 
sure any new regulation op-
tions are acceptable to an-
glers is an important step in 
these ongoing efforts.”

These potential options 
were recently presented in 
webinars to a group of cat-
fish anglers, fishing guides, 
and outdoor writers to dis-
cuss and get their input (see 
link to recording of webinar 
at end of the release).

The first option would 
modify the current statewide 
regulations for blue and 
channel catfish of a 12-inch 
minimum length limit and a 
25-fish daily bag limit that 
combines both species. The 
potential new statewide reg-
ulation would remove the 
minimum length limit (fish 
of any length could be har-
vested) and retain the 25-fish 
daily bag. However, of the 25 
blue or channel catfish that 
could be harvested per day, 
anglers would be limited to 
harvesting no more than 10 
fish that measure 20 inches 
or longer.

Based on population data 
collected by biologists, this 
statewide regulation would 
apply to about 80 percent of 

reservoirs and rivers. Catfish 
populations in these waters 
are generally characterized 
by average growth and abun-
dance with some of these wa-
ters producing some large 
fish for anglers to catch.

 “We know from our state-
wide catfish survey that most 
catfish anglers prefer catch-
ing a bunch of catfish to eat,” 
said Dave Terre. “This regu-
lation addresses what those 
anglers want and can be used 
on many of our state’s wa-
ters. It will also take advan-
tage of what the catfish pop-
ulations in those locations 
can provide based on fish 
growth rates and abun-
dance.”

Terre added, “We recog-
nize that limiting the num-
ber of catfish 20 inches or 
longer that could be harvest-
ed will be a new idea to many 
anglers. Impacts from that 
change will be low as we 
know from our angler har-
vest data that few anglers 
harvest more than 10 catfish 
over 20 inches on any given 
trip. We believe this new 
statewide regulation will be 
well suited for many water 
bodies and provide the type 
of fishing that the majority of 
anglers want.”

The next potential option 
focuses on catfish popula-
tions where reproduction 
and survival of fingerling 

catfish is low. Some of these 
populations also experience 
high angler harvest. The reg-
ulations being considered for 
these waters are a 14-inch 
minimum length limit and a 
15-fish daily bag that com-
bines both species. “This is 
applicable to only a few res-
ervoirs and rivers,” said John 
Tibbs, TPWD Statewide Cat-
fish Management Coordina-
tor. “Our biologists’ assess-
ment is that there are about 
five percent of reservoirs 
where this might be needed.”

Next there are some large 
reservoirs where harvest of 
catfish by jugline and trot-
line fishing is popular. For 
these reservoirs (about five 
percent of all reservoirs), the 
harvest regulations would be 
somewhat similar to the po-
tential new statewide regula-
tions. There would be no 
minimum length limit and 
anglers could harvest up to 
25 catfish per day. Instead of 
being limited to harvesting 
no more than 10 fish 20 inch-
es or longer per day, anglers 
would be limited to no more 
than five fish 30 inches or 
longer.

“This regulation is de-
signed to limit the number of 
large catfish that an angler 
can harvest, which is viewed 
as positive by most anglers. It 
also may reduce the chance 
that large catfish will be 

overharvested, which could 
have a negative effect on the 
population,” added John 
Tibbs. “We have a similar 
regulation on Toledo Bend 
Reservoir, which is shared 
with Louisiana. Anglers 
there have supported this 
type of regulation.”

Finally, there is a group of 
reservoirs, which account for 
about 10 percent of all wa-
ters, that have excellent cat-
fish populations with many 
large fish. Once again, the 
harvest regulations would be 
somewhat similar to the po-
tential new statewide regula-
tions. There would be no 
minimum length limit and 
anglers could harvest up to 
25 catfish per day. Harvest of 
catfish 20 inches or longer 
would continue to be re-
stricted. Under this regula-
tion, anglers would be limit-
ed to harvesting no more 
than five fish 20 inches or 
longer and only one of those 
fish could be 30 inches or 
longer.

“Since 2016, anglers at 
Lake Tawakoni have had 
similar limits on the number 
of catfish they can keep over 
certain, specified lengths,” 
said Tibbs. “For Tawakoni 
and other reservoirs where 
we have enacted similar reg-
ulations, anglers have ex-
pressed their support.”

“We currently have about a 
dozen reservoirs that would 
be suitable for this regula-
tion, although additional re-
search currently underway 
may slightly increase this 
number,” Tibbs continued.  
“We have documented that 
there is a group of catfish an-
glers who like to fish for larg-
er catfish and want to see the 
abundance of those fish in-
crease. This regulation is de-
signed to accomplish this by 
reducing harvest on catfish 
between 20 and 30 inches. In 
addition to increasing the 
abundance of large blue cat-
fish and the opportunity to 
catch one, it will also main-
tain channel catfish popula-

tions at levels that should 
provide good angling.”

Catfish regulations not be-
ing considered for modifica-
tion at this time include 
those for flathead catfish, 
community fishing lakes 
(small local ponds and lakes), 
waters shared with Oklaho-
ma and Louisiana (Texoma, 
Toledo Bend, and Caddo), 
and the regulation on Lake 
Tawakoni.

The public can view the 
webinar on the TPWD You-
Tube channel to learn more 
about these potential regula-
tions. Questions or com-
ments can be directed to 
John Tibbs (John.tibbs@
tpwd.texas.gov). Biologists 
will consider all public input 
and any additional informa-
tion before proposing any 
changes to the TPW Com-
mission at the January 20, 
2021 meeting.

For more information on 
catfish in Texas, checkout 
the TPWD Catfish Manage-
ment Plan.
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TPWD Seeks Public Input on Potential Catfish Regulations

ATHENS — The Texas 
Freshwater Fishing Hall of 
Fame committee is seeking 
nominations through Nov. 1, 
2020 for individuals and or-
ganizations that have made 
significant contributions to 
freshwater fishing in Texas 
for next year’s induction into 
the hall of fame.

“The Texas Freshwater 
Fishing Hall of Fame is made 
up of a growing list of 36 in-
dividuals and organizations 
who have made a significant 
impact on freshwater fishing 
in the state,” said Dan Kes-
sler, Hall of Fame Commit-
tee Chair. “Whether it’s an 
outdoor writer, pro-angler, 
fishing club or leader of in-
dustry, we look forward to 
continuing to honor and rec-
ognize everyone that helps 
make Texas fishing the best 
it can be.”

The nominees will be eval-
uated by the members of the 
Texas Freshwater Fishing 
Hall of Fame committee 
made up of anglers, industry 
professionals and organiza-
tions in Texas freshwater 
fishing. Inductees will be 
chosen based on the follow-

ing criteria: ethics, leader-
ship and commitment, un-
selfish contributions to the 
sport, scope of impact on 
freshwater fishing and fish-
ing/fisheries management 
expertise and impact. The 
inductee will be announced 
in spring 2021.

The most recently selected 
inductees to the Texas Fresh-
water Fishing Hall of Fame 
include Shane Wilson in 
2020 and  Alan Haynes in 
2019.

The Texas Freshwater 
Fishing Hall of Fame is 
housed at the Texas Fresh-
water Fisheries Center in 
Athens. Its mission is to “rec-
ognize and honor those who 
have made a lasting contri-
bution to freshwater fishing 
in Texas, and to foster a 
sense of appreciation, aware-
ness and participation in the 
sport of fishing.”

Nomination forms and in-
structions are available on-
line or by calling (903) 676-
2277.  Nominations will be 
accepted through November 
1.

A video highlighting 
Shane Wilson the 2020 TFF 

Hall of Fame winner has not 
been unveiled yet due to de-
lays associated with COV-
ID-19. However, a video 
highlighting the 2019 TFF 
Hall of Fame inductee Alan 
Haynes can be found on the 
Texas Parks and Wildlife 
Department’s YouTube 
Channel under the title: 
Alan Haynes: Texas Fresh-
water Fishing Hall of Fame 
2019.

TPWD Seeks Hall of Fame Nominations
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There won’t be any pea-
nuts or crackerjacks and no-
body will care if they ever 
come back because there will 
be major league baseball 
starting tomorrow but in a 
shortened format. 

The season was supposed 
to begin on March 26, but 
due the coronavirus pan-
demic it was put on hold un-
til further notice. 

That notice came from 
MLB without the approval of 
the Players Association a 
couple of weeks ago with all 
30 teams seeing action either 
June 23 or 24.

It’s the shortest season 
since the 60-game slate since 
1878, the second year of the 
Rutherford B. Hayes admin-
istration, according to Sun-
day’s edition of the Houston 
Chronicle.

However, public health ex-
perts have mixed feelings 
about opening the season to-
morrow, although the nature 
of the sport produces less on-
field risk than football, bas-
ketball or hockey.

The big-
gest prob-
lem I see is 
for the base-
ball players 
staying safe 
away from 
the ball park 
is teams 
traveling to 

and from hard-hit places like 
Texas, California and Flori-
da, according to the Associ-
ated Press article in Sunday’s 
editions.

MLB has provided each 
team with a 113-page opera-
tions manual detailing pro-
tocols for its pandemic-
shortened 60-game regular 
season.

Players will be tested every 
48 hours with masks and so-
cial distancing a must at all 
times except when on the 
field.

Some of the “normal” base-
ball habits such as high-fives, 
sunflower seeds, spitting and 
licking the fingers are taboo. 
Even the team mascots won’t 
be allowed to get close.

There also are protocols 
for air travel, bus travel, pri-
vate cars and hotels, along 
with general guidance to 

avoid contact with people 
outside the baseball world, 
the article points out.

Once the games begin to-
morrow, MLB will pipe in 
crowd noise and teams will 
have cutouts of fans behind 
home plate and other various 
parts of the ball park, The 
Houston Astros plan to have 
cutouts in the outfield and 
Crawford boxes in left field 
to compensate for a crowd-
less game.

In extra-inning games 
each half-inning will begin 
with a runner on second base 
and if the runner scored, it 
would be ruled an unearned 
run.

Pitchers coming out of the 
bullpen now must face a 
minimum of three batters 
unless they retire the side 
earlier. 

In a 60-game schedule, 
there will be less distance 
from the game’s top teams 
and the cellar-dwellers. USA 
Sports Weekly has projected 
the three division winners of 
each league. 

Our Houston Astros 
should win the AL West with 
a 35-25 record, one-game 
ahead of Oakland (34-26), 

the Mighty New York Yan-
kees are again favored in the 
AL East while the Minnesota 
Twins are the pick in the AL 
Central.

If the Astros make it to 
October still in first place, 
new manager Dusty Baker 
will become the first skipper 
in major league history to 
guide five franchises to the 
playoffs. He has taken San 
Francisco Giants, Chicago 
Cubs, Cincinnati Reds and 
the Washington Nationals to 
the playoffs.

In a surprise, Atlanta is 
picked over World Champi-
on Washington in the NL 
East, the St. Louis Cardinals 
are the choice in the NL Cen-
tral while the LA Dodgers 
are an overwhelming favorite 
in the NL West.

The Astros open the sea-
son at home on Friday against 
the Seattle Mariners for a 
four-game series with the LA 
Dodgers coming in for two 
games Tuesday and Wednes-
day.

The 2019 Cy Young Award 
winner Justin Verlander will 
pitch the opening game for 
the eighth consecutive year 
and 12th of his career. It will 

be his third straight opening 
day with the Astros.

Verlander needs to pitch 
just 18 innings to become the 
only active player to log 
3,000 innings and already 
leads active pitchers with 
3,006 strikeouts.

KWICKIES…
The Toronto Blue Jays 

won’t play their home games 
in Toronto this year because 
Canada’s government doesn’t 
thing it’s safe for players to 
travel back and forth from 
the United States, one of the 
countries hit hardest by the 
coronavirus pandemic.

LeBron James’ rookie card 
was sold for a whopping 
$1.845 million.

Oakland Raiders’ owner 
Mark Davis is leaning to-
ward no fans in the stands in 
the NFL games this fall. “I 
don’t even know it’s safe to 
play,” he told ESPN on Mon-
day.

Quarterback Donald Ham-
mond III, who led Air Force 
to an 11-2 record last season, 
could miss the 2020 season 
because he has fallen out of 
good standing at the Acade-
my.

Alex Rodriguez, who is 
among four groups of bid-
ders for a possible purchase 
of the New York Mets, has 
called for baseball players to 
accept the type of revenue-
sharing system that is tied to 
a salary cap and sparked 
quick opposition from the 
player’s union.

Jon Rahm became the new 
No. 1 pro golfer in the world 
Sunday after winning the 
PGA Tour Memorial Tour-
nament last weekend at Dub-
lin, Ohio by three strokes 
over Texan Ryan Palmer last 
weekend. The tourney was 
founded by Jack Nicklaus 
and usually attracts the 
world’s top golfers. Rahm be-
came only the second Span-
iard to attain No. 1 status 
since Seve Ballesteros several 
decades ago.

JUST BETWEEN US…
Those of you who looked at 

me like I was some kind of 
idiot for running my July 8 
column again on July 15 
must understand that it was 
just a mistake by the very 
hard working, but small pro-
duction staff at The Record. 
Sorry about that.

2020 MLB shortened season starts tomorrow
KAZ’S KORNER
Joe Kazmar
For The Record

JOE KAZMAR
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• Tobacco Cessation Supports
• Group & Individual Counseling
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Healthcare
& Medical
Directory

Consult These Professional Healthcare Providers

Srinlvasa Rao Kothapalli, MD Nidal I. Buhels, MD

Board Certified in 

CARDIOLOGY 
and 

Interventional Cardiology

Convenient In-Office Cardiac Testing including:
Echo Cardiogram, Stress Echo, Nuclear Imaging 
(SPECT and Cardiac PET), Carotid Ultrasound,

Abdominal Aortic Ultrasound, Peripheral 
Vascular Studies, as well as Holter Monitors.

409-723-6600
2501 Jimmy Johnson Blvd. Ste. 500 • Port Arthur

custom window treatments
shades, blinds, shutters, 

draperies & more

2509 MacArthur Dr.
Orange, Texas 77630

409.670.0235

www.odilesdesignhouse.com

Flooring

Rugs 

Luxury Vinyl Plank,

Hardwoods, Laminate,

Tile & Carpet

In-Store, 
Custom Order,
Carpets Bound

Staff Report
For The Record

Children are spending 
more time online due to so-
cial distancing measures 
caused by the COVID-19 
pandemic. And while the in-
ternet can be an amazing 
gateway to knowledge and a 
tool to connect with family 
and friends, if parents and 
caregivers don’t follow cer-
tain precautions, it can also 
pose safety hazards.

Fortunately, there are ef-
fective actions parents can 
take to help keep kids safe 
online so that they can con-
tinue to reap the educational 
and social benefits of online 
use.

• Have a Dialogue: While 
you may be working remote-
ly or otherwise occupied, if 
possible, try to spend time in 
the same room as your kids 
during the day so you can 
keep tabs on them. An open 
dialogue can go a long way 
toward establishing mutual 
trust between generations. 
Parents should have a re-
spectful discussion with 
children about what kinds of 
activities they are engaging 
in online and who they are 
communicating with. This 
discussion should include 
what constitutes inappropri-
ate content. Let kids know 
they can come to you if they 
are being sent images or 
messages that fall into this 
category.

• Steer Children to Quality 
Content: From free educa-

tional gaming apps to the 
online educational resources 
offered by museums and 
your local library, actively 
encourage your kids to ex-
plore the wealth of positive 
content designed for stu-
dents and young people.

• Update Devices: Be sure 
to keep your family’s devices 
safeguarded from hackers 
and malware by installing 
the latest updates.

• Use New Tools: New 
tools can help parents effec-
tively keep screen time in 
check. For example, by using 
OurPact, a screen time man-
agement solution, parents 
can limit app access auto-
matically for recurring ac-
tivities like school or bed-
time, and can block or grant 
internet access on a child’s 
device any time. With the 
app, parents can even view 
screenshots of kids’ digital 
activity on Apple devices 
(this feature will be available 
on Android soon.)

“These abilities allow fam-
ilies to create and maintain a 
well-balanced schedule, 
while also offering parents a 
valuable tool for protecting 
their kids from unsafe con-
tent and people,” says Mi-
chele Havner, director of 
marketing for Eturi Corp., 
makers of OurPact.

While the current crisis 
has created new online haz-
ards that families should be 
aware of, parents can be pro-
active about keepings kids 
safe.

(StatePoint)

Kids are online more, 
here’s how to keep 
them safe
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“Everybody Reads The Record!”
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HARRY’S APPLI-
ANCES - Used appli-
ances starting at 
$99.95, 302 10th. St. 
(10th. & main) Or-
ange, We also buy 
used appliances, Call 
or come by 409-886-
4111.

4 BR Home for Rent 
in Roselawn.  $1050 
Month/$1000 Dep. w/ 
1 yr. lease, CA/H, 1 
bath, W/D hookups, 2 
car garage, fenced 
yard, corner lot, no 
HUD.  409-420-2767, 
if no answer leave 
message.

For Rent a 3 Bedroom 
/  2 Bath house in 
Mauriceville with 
carport/ storage 
building, CA/H.  No 
pets.  $1200 month 
includes water, gar-
bage & lawn care.  Pls. 
call 409-284-4446 for 
more info.

1 & 2 BR Houses for 
Rent in  the Orange /  
Little Cypress area.  
All bills paid, appli-
ances  & A/C includ-
ed. No deposit.  Please 
call 409-988-9336.

For Sale 2 Plots in 
Hillcrest Memorial 
Gardens in the Gar-
den of Gethsemane.  
Sec. 3, Lot #35-D 
spaces 3 & 4.  Asking 
$4700 for both.  Call 
Lucille D. Brooks @ 
225-673-6986

Home Cleaning bi-
weekly or monthly, 
small or large jobs.  
References available.  
Sanitizing.  Contact 
Nelda @409-719-3992 
or nswiere@gmail.
com.

Free Scrap metal re-
moval.  Do you have 
any old appliances?  
We will haul them 
away at no charge.  
409-330-1422.

Moving/Garage Sale 
all day Sat., July 25th 
starting at 8:30 am at 
300 Farm Dr, by 
BCHS.  Rain/shine, 
tools, blocks, beds, 
electrical supplies, 
scaffold, inversion ta-
ble, clothes and much 
more.

Garage Sale this Sat., 
July 25th starting at 
7 am - until at 2654 
W. Norman Circle.  5 
families who have had 
time to clean house.  
All kinds of good toys, 
household items, fur-
niture, clothes, and 
much more.  Every-
thing cleaned before 
bringing it out.  Hope 
to see you.

FOR  REN T

A P P L I A N C E S

NOW
HIRING all
positions!

Apply in person at 
1265 Texas Ave,

Bridge City

NO PHONE
 CALLS!!!

• Garage Sales
• Birthdays
• For Sale 

• Weddings
• Rentals

• Memorials
• Services  

• Engagements
 

THE RECORD
Community Classifieds

Call 735-5305
• Penny Record Office: 333 West Roundbunch, Bridge City

• County Record Office: 320 Henrietta, Orange
Note: Offices Closed On Wednesday

•  Just $10 For A 30 Word Ad In Both Papers And The Web
•  Classified Newspaper Deadline: Monday 5 P.M. For Upcoming Issue
•  You Can Submit Your Ad ANYTIME Online At TheRecordLive.com

Your ads published in both newspapers,
the County Record and the Penny Record
plus on our web site TheRecordLive.com

CEME T ER Y  P LO T

HELP  WA N T ED

Great Rates & Better Quality, Guarenteed.

Thibeaux’s
Lawn Service

Call for free bids

409-679-3748 
Troy Thibeaux

ORANGE’S OLDEST HOMETOWN APPLIANCE DEALER                            

 HARRY’S
APPLIANCE & SERVICE, INC.

• FREEZERS • DISHWASHERS 
• REFRIGERATORS • WASHERS & DRYERS

• RANGES • AIR CONDITIONERS
We sell parts for all major brands - We service what we sell!

    409•886•4111 302 10th St.
Orange

FREE LOCAL 
DELIVERY

SI NC E  19 6 3

Stakes Electric
COMMERCIAL • RESIDENTIAL
OLD HOMES • LED UPGRADES

ALL UNDERGROUND

409-749-4873
Licensed

Customer: #25151  Master: #14161

TRACTOR 
WORK

• Bush Hogging  
• Water 

• Dirt & Shell  
  • Sewer

• Electrical  
• Digging Services

LOCAL
409-670-2040

B US I N E S S  CA R D  L I ST I N G S   409•886•7183 or 409•735•5305

American 
Legion Post 49

Hall Rentals
Call for info @
409-886-1241

NOTICE: Vehicle stored at 
Gilbeaux’s Towing and 

Transport Inc. 058449  VSF

16527 Hwy 62 S. 
Orange, TX 77630
PH (409) 886-0007

Total charges cannot be computed 
until the vehicle is claimed, storage 
charges will accrue daily until the 
vehicle is released. Must demon-
strate proof of ownership and pay 

current charges to claim vehicle. 
www.tdlr.texas.gov

Vin#JTEZU5JR0H5151811 
17 TOYOTA
Owed $974.23
Vin#NO VIN/NO LIC
LOWBOY TRL
Owed $863.96SERV ICE S

GARAGE SALE

ENGAGEMENTS •  WEDDINGS

MEMORIALS • ADOPTIONS

LEGALS • BIRTHDAYS

Please call us at
409-735-5305 or 409-886-7183

HELP 
WANTED

FULL TIME &
PART TIME

GROCERY STOCKERS
GROCERY CHECKERS 

- DELI WORKERS

APPLY IN PERSON 
ONLY  - NO PHONE 

CALLS PLEASE!

K-DAN”S
SUPER FOODS _ 

9604 FM 105

DANNY’S SUPER FOODS

2003 Western

NOTICE TO
CREDITORS

5K MINISTRIES 
FOOD PANTRY

9125 Skeeter
Orange, 77632

Corner of Hwy 62 & 
Skeeter

2 miles North of  
intersection in 
Mauriceville.

Open Fridays 
8:30am - 11:30am

HomeInstead 
Senior Care has 

openings for
 CAREGIVERS & 

CNA Positions 
in the SETX Area  

Apply today 
www.HomeInstead.

com/216 

NOTICE TO
CREDITORS

NOTICE TO
CREDITORS

“Everybody 
Reads

The Record!”
In Print

And
Online Now

Notice is hereby given 
that original Letters 
Testamentary for the 
Estate of JOHN STEVEN 
BYERLY, Deceased, 
were issued on the 14th 
day of JULY, 2020, in 
Cause No. P18783, 
pending in the County 
Court at Law of Orange 
County, Texas, Probate 
Division to: NATHAN 
WADE BYERLY.

All persons having 
claims against this Estate 
which is currently being 
administered are required 
to present them to the 
undersigned within the 
time and in the manner 
prescribed by law.

Nathan Wade Byerly
9412 FM 1130    
Orange, TX  75632

DATED the  15th day of
July, 2020.

Rex Peveto
Rex Peveto                              
Attorney for: 
Nathan Wade Byerly
State Bar No.: 00791437

118 Border Street                                                         

Orange, TX 77630

Phone: (409)883-0220
Fax: (409)883-0259
Email: liz@pevetolawfirm.com

Notice is hereby given 
that original Letters of 
Administration for the 
Estate of JOHN ROY 
FREDERICK, Deceased, 
were issued on the 8th 
day of JULY, 2020, in 
Cause No. P18695, 
pending in the County 
Court at Law of Orange 
County, Texas, Probate 
Division to: ERCELL 
ARNOLD FREDERICK.

All persons having 
claims against this Estate 
which is currently being 
administered are required 
to present them to the 
undersigned within the 
time and in the manner 
prescribed by law.

Ercell Arnold Frederick
7238 Frederick Lane    
Orange, TX  75632

DATED the  15th day of
July, 2020.

Rex Peveto
Rex Peveto                              
Attorney for: 
Ercell Arnold Frederick
State Bar No.: 00791437

118 Border Street                                                         

Orange, TX 77630

Phone: (409)883-0220
Fax: (409)883-0259
Email: liz@pevetolawfirm.com

Notice is hereby given 
that original Letters 
Testamentary for the 
Estate of SHARON LYNN 
SEGURA, Deceased, 
were issued on the 14th 
day of JULY, 2020, in 
Cause No. P18774, 
pending in the County 
Court at Law of Orange 
County, Texas, Probate 
Division to: Darrell A. 
Segura.

All persons having 
claims against this Estate 
which is currently being 
administered are required 
to present them to the 
undersigned within the 
time and in the manner 
prescribed by law.

Darrell A. Segura   
P.O. Box 368
Bridge City, TX  77611

DATED the  20th day of
July, 2020.

Misty Segura
Misty Segura                              
Attorney for: 
Darrell A. Segura
State Bar No.: 24033174

1221 Lamar Street, 16th Fl.

Houston, TX 77010

Phone: (713)535-5554
Fax: (713)535-5533
Email: msegura@cokinoslaw.com

CITATION BY PUBLICATION

The State of Texas
To any and all Unknown Heirs and all Persons 
Interested in the Estate of

RICHARD DURA YAW, Deceased
Cause No. P18681

in County Court at Law, Orange County, Texas

The alleged heir(s) at law in the above numbered and entitled 
estate filed an Counter-Application for Letters of Administration 
and Counter-Application to Determine Heirship in this estate on 
JULY 10, 2020, requesting that the Court determine who are the 
heirs and only heirs of Richard Dura Yaw, Deceased, and their 
respective shares and interests in such estate.

The court may act on this application at any call of the docket 
on or after 10:00 a.m. on the Monday next after the expiration of 
10 days from the date of publication of this citation, at the County 
Courthouse, 801 W. Division., Orange, Texas 77630.

All persons interested in this case are cited to appear before 
this Honorable Court by filing a written contest or answer 
to this Application should they desire to do so.  To ensure its 
consideration, you or your attorney must file any objection, 
intervention or response in writing with the County Clerk of 
Orange County, Texas.

Given under my hand and the seal of the County Court at 
Law, Orange County, Texas at the office of the Orange County 
Clerk in Orange, Texas on July 21, 2020.

                    BRANDY ROBERTSON, 
                             County Clerk,  Orange County, Texas

         
By: /s/ Samantha McInnis, Deputy

      
      Samantha McInnis
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LIKE NEW
AUTOMOTIVE

COLLISION SPECIALIST

Patronize ‘The Record’ Church Sponsors
Become A Sponsor And List Your Business Here To Support Local Church News

COWBOY CHURCH
OF ORANGE COUNTY

673 FM 1078 • Orange • 409-718-0269
Sunday Services: 10:30 AM

Bible Studies for Men and Women • Monday 6 p.m.
Co-Ed Bible Study • Sunday 9:15 a.m.

Ladies Bible Study • Tuesday 10:00 a.m.
Bible Studies & Youth Activities • Wed. 6:30 p.m.

Colony Baptist Church
13353 FM 1130 • Orange

PASTOR SAM ROE
Music Director: Tim McCarver

Sunday School: 9:30 am
Sunday Service: 10:30 am / Sunday Evening: 6 pm

Wednesday Bible Study: 6 pm

Ed Welch
Counselor, CCEF
desiringGod.org

We often think of relationships 
in terms of distance. They can be 
close or distant. To be human is 
to be close to the ones we love. I 
consider it a problem if I am with 
my wife for an hour and we never 
touch. I want to be close, and that 
closeness includes physical prox-
imity, personal openness, and 
seeking Christ together.

This simple observation de-
clares much more, of course. The 
triune God is intimate and close 
within himself, and he created us 
to be close to him. This heavenly 
pattern endures in our everyday 
life and relationships. It is built 
into our creation and re-creation. 
The whole history of redemption 
can be summarized as God bring-
ing those who were once far off 
near forever by the blood of his 
Son (Ephesians 2:13). He gets the 
glory, and we get fullness of joy in 
his presence (Psalm 16:11). Just as 
faith enables us to see that “the 
heavens declare the glory of God” 
(Psalm 19:1; see also Hebrews 
11:3), so faith enables us to see 
how our natural desire for human 
closeness declares much about 
God.

Most of us would agree that 
this theology-of-nearness can be 
drawn from Scripture and has a 
place in our theological system. 
The question is, how important is 
it? Not all theology is created 
equal. Though equally true, not 
all its parts are equally signifi-
cant. Love and mercy take prece-
dence over sacrifice (Matthew 
9:13). Our call to pursue others 
with peace is more prominent 
than our concern that we might 
be casting pearls before swine 
(Acts 20:24).

The question I want to consid-
er is this: How important is Scrip-
ture’s teaching on relationship 
and closeness? If it is merely ac-
knowledged, the teaching re-
mains on our shelves and rarely 
informs daily life. If it is among 
the foundational themes, it 
changes everything.

The role that carries this theme 
in Scripture is our identity as 
priests of God. A priest’s work is 
to be in God’s house, enjoy his fel-
lowship, and grow closer and 
closer to him.

Priests at Creation

The early appearance of priests 
and God’s closeness supports 
their theological prominence. 
Adam and Eve are not explicitly 
identified as priests, but they 
lived and worked in Eden, where 
earth met heaven, and God 
walked. For Hebrews familiar 
with the wilderness tabernacle, 
this was priestly language. God 
walked with his people in Eden 
(Genesis 3:8), and he dwelled and 
walked with his people through 
the tabernacle (Leviticus 26:12).

The priestly work in Eden was 
to “work” and “keep” the garden 
(Genesis 2:15), and the Levites 
were to “guard” and “keep” the 
tabernacle (Numbers 1:53; 3:36). 
At the very beginning, our pur-
pose was clear. We were created 
to be like our Lord, to be close to 
him, to live with him in his house, 
and to participate in his abundant 
life. His presence and life coexist. 
You have one, you have the other.

Then Eden’s priests turned 
away from the Lord and entered 
into a consortium of death, some-
times known as the world-flesh-
devil. The consequences were 
dire: they renounced life, were 
separated from God’s house on 
earth, and experienced death. 
Meanwhile, the priestly task of 
guarding the Edenic sanctuary 
was taken over by cherubim (Gen-
esis 3:24).

Priests Who Are Pursued

Sin and separation would seem 
to be the logical end of the story 
— unless you remember that 
God’s plan was that his people 
would be with him, and that the 
Lord always accomplishes his 
purposes. Death entered the 
world but didn’t end it. Life per-
sisted, and whenever life persists 
the Lord of life must be close.

His nearness, at times just 
barely out of sight, certainly had 
its more obvious and vivid mo-
ments. People like Enoch and 
Noah walked with God; Abraham 
was a friend of God. The priestly 
role persisted. If there was any 
doubt that the Lord would remain 
near to his people, he erased them 
by binding himself to them 
through covenant.

Then, as out of nowhere, 

Melchizedek appeared (Genesis 
14:18), and he was later cited as 
evidence of the priestly line ful-
filled in Jesus. We too are in that 
line.

Jacob was an unlikely priest. He 
was a deceiver, yet he rested at a 
place where heaven touched earth 
by way of a ladder (Genesis 28:10–
17). To commemorate the place, 
he renamed it Bethel, or House of 
God, and laid a rock that would 
anticipate God’s later temple in 
Israel.

Jumping ahead to the exodus 
from Egypt, each head of house-
hold functioned as a priest during 
the first Passover: the people of-
fered sacrifices and had a fellow-
ship meal, and God came close. 
The entire nation was identified 
as “a kingdom of priests” (Exodus 
19:6). Sin would not foil God’s 
plan for his people-priests. He 
would pursue them and be close 
to them.

Priests in God’s House

We can mistakenly begin the 
priestly story when God’s taber-
nacle became a regular feature of 
Hebrew life and priests were tem-
porarily identified as men from 
the tribe of Levi. The priestly role, 
however, was not new. The law 
from Sinai added details to the 
priesthood. Holiness, for exam-
ple, became key for humanity. For 
God to be close, his people must 
be holy.

Holiness is about distance. The 
tabernacle was the center of God’s 
earthly presence. Gentiles who 
lived apart from God’s words 
were far from him. The unclean 
were also far. The clean could ap-
proach God’s house and bring 
sacrifices.

The priests who had been both 
cleansed and consecrated, or 
made holy, could actually enter 
into God’s outer apartment — the 
Holy Place. On the Day of Atone-
ment, one priest could go farther 
in and represent the people at the 
place where heaven and glory 
were most fully concentrated on 
earth. The regulations of the tab-
ernacle taught the people how 
they could draw near to the Lord.

Great High Priest

The priestly tradition seems to 
end with Jesus. While Jesus ful-

filled every detail of temple work 
and worship in his death and res-
urrection, references to God’s 
people as “priests” are scarce.

Paul wrote that he was “in the 
priestly service of the gospel of 
God” (Romans 15:16). Peter wrote 
that we are “a royal priesthood” (1 
Peter 2:9). Revelation identifies us 
as “priests of God” (Revelation 
5:10, 20:6). Yet even though these 
are among the few explicit refer-
ences to priests, our priestly iden-
tity remains at the heart of New 
Testament teaching.

We track this identity through 
the more inclusive title saint, 
which substitutes for and enhanc-
es the title priest. Saints are holy 
ones, cleansed and sanctified by 
the blood of Jesus, invested with 
priestly robes of righteousness. 
They belong to God and are close 
to him. Now the pleasure of God’s 
presence is forever ours. We are 
even his very tabernacle, and he 
dwells in us (1 Corinthians 3:16). 
We are one in Christ and one with 
Christ. This goes far beyond any 
closeness we could have imag-
ined.

‘I Am with You’

It turns out to be a short step 
from a simple observation about 
human nearness to our mission as 
royal priests. Our interest in 
closeness exists because intimacy 
and fellowship are so fundamen-
tal to the character of God. The 
imprint of this nearness is so 
strong that it overflows through 
humanity and creation. It is why 
we struggle with extended times 
of isolation. God has established 
his kingdom by drawing near to 
us and uniting Jews and Gentiles 
in himself. Together, we grow in 
unity on the far side of the torn 
veil as God’s priests, his saints. 
From that intimate place, we are a 
people sent out toward others, to 
invite them to draw near to the 
reigning Lord.

This priestly closeness even 
reaches into our understanding of 
sin. Sin is lawbreaking, resulting 
in distance from God. As in hu-
man relationships, sin disrupts 
unity. Secrets and guilt create 
walls and isolation. Confession 
and renewed obedience serve to 
increase our communion with 
God. He draws near to us, and he 
invites us to draw ever nearer to 

him.
Priests are often underempha-

sized in our present discussions 
about prophet-priest-king. Per-
haps their New Testament repu-
tation inhibits our interest. But 
they are the human identity most 
attached to God’s nearness and 
presence. As such, the role has 
weight and priority. It is filled 
with implications for daily life 
and gospel invitations.

For example, daily life would be 
refreshed as we remember that 
God is inclined to be close to us. 
This has always been his intent 
and desire. He is close now. He 
doesn’t need to be won over by 
our religious efforts, and we don’t 
need the feeling of God’s close-
ness to be sure that he is, indeed, 
close. In our invitations to the 
world, we would take more time 
to describe the experience of 

aloneness, isolation, shame, dis-
tance from others, and distance 
from the Lord. Then we would lis-
ten to the God who comes to our 
door and knocks as he reclaims us 
to our role as royal priests.

In Christ, you are a royal priest. 
You were created to be close to 
God, and he has done it. “I am 
with you” is now a certainty and is 
the summary of all his promises 
to you.

Ed Welch is a counselor and 
faculty member at The Christian 
Counseling and Education 
Foundation. He has been coun-
seling for more than thirty years 
and has written extensively on 
the topics of depression, fear, 
and addictions. His most recent 
book is Caring for One Another: 
8 Ways to Cultivate Meaningful 
Relationships.

Harvest Chapel
A Full Gospel Church

1305 Irving St. • West Orange •409-313-2768
Sunday Worship 10 a.m. and 11:00 a.m.

Nightly Service 6 p.m.
Wednesday Night Service: 6 p.m.

Pastor: Ruth Burch

FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH
ORANGEFIELD

9788 F.M. 105 Orangefield 409.735.3113
Sun: Bible Study 9:30 a.m., Worship Service 10:30 a.m.,

Wednesday evening services: Youth and Children 6:00 p.m., 
Praise and Prayer 6:00 p.m.,

Pastor Cody Hogden
Email: office@fbcof.com / Website: www.fbcof.com

Cove Baptist Church
1005 Dupont St. • Orange

Sunday: Life Groups 9:15 AM / Worship 10:30 AM
Sunday Evening: 5 PM

Wednesday Evening 6 PM / Wed. Youth Meeting 6 PM
Charles Empey - Interim Pastor

We Love You And God Loves You.

Starlight
Church of God in Christ 

2800 Bob Hall Road • Orange • 886-4366
Pastor: Ernest B Lindsey

Sunday School 9:30 a.m. Worship 11 a.m. and 7 p.m.
Wed. Bible Study - 6 p.m. Worship 7:30 p.m. VIM Youth 6 p.m.

Intercessory Prayer Daily 9:00 a.m.
www.slcogicorange.org

Faith United
Methodist Church 

8608 MLK• Orange • 886-1291
Pastor: Valerie Sansing

Sunday Worship 10:00 a.m.
Nursery Provided.

 (www.faithorange.org)

TRINITY BAPTIST CHURCH
ORANGE

1819 16th Street • Orange • 886-1333

We Welcome You To Join Us.
Sunday Morning Worship 11 a.m.

Sunday School 9:45 a.m. Nursury Provided

GOOD SHEPHERD
LUTHERAN CHURCH

945 W. Roundbunch • Bridge City • 409-735-4573
Worship Services: Tradition 9 a.m., Sunday School 10:15 a.m., 
Contemporary Service 11 a.m., Tuesday Bible Study 10 a.m., 

Wednesday ‘Compassionate Friends’ 10 a.m.,
Thursday Bible Study 10:00 a.m.

Pastor Paul Zoch 409-988-3003 - golutheran.org
Our church family invites you to join us.  We are a friendly, caring 

church of the future. 

Orange First Church
of the Nazarene

3810 MLK Drive, Orange
Lead Pastor Rev. Brad McKenzie
Worship Director: Alyssa Click

Sunday School 9:45 a.m. 
Worship Service 10:45 a.m. / Wednesday Service 7 p.m.

Ofcnazarene.org or find us on Facebook

St. Paul United
Methodist Church

1155 W. Roundbunch • Bridge City • 409.735.5546
Sunday Morning Traditional Worship: 8:30 a.m.,

Sunday school 9:30 a.m., Praise Worship 10:45 a.m.
(Nursery provided)

Wednesday SPICE 5:30 p.m. Includes meal, bible studies,
children and youth activities. (Nursery provided).
Rev. Mark Bunch Email: office@stpaulfamily.org 

First Christian
Church Disciples of Christ

611 N. 9th St. • Orange  
Sunday School 9 a.m.

Sunday Morning Worship 10:00 a.m.
Wednesday Night Supper 4:45 p.m.
Wednesday Bible Study 5:30 p.m.First United Methodist Church Orange

502 Sixth Street    886-7466
9:00 a.m. Contemporary Worship in the Family Life Center

11:00 a.m. Service - Traditional Worship in the Slade Chapel
Sunday School For All Ages 10:00 a.m.

www.fumcorange.org
Pastor: Rev. Lani Rousseau

Director of Music and Fine Arts: Caroline Dennis

200 W. Roundbunch
735-3581

www.fbcbc.org
Sunday schedule: Bible study 9:15 a.m.,

Sunday worship: 10:30 a.m.,
Adult, Youth, Children

Discipleship Classes, Sun. 5:30 p.m.
Wednesday Schedule 6:30 p.m.

Prayer Meeting
Youth & Children’s Activities

Pastor: Keith Royal

Triangle Baptist Church
6446 Garrison at Hwy. 408 Orangefield
“Come Worship With Us” 409-735-2661

Pastor: Bobby Oliver 409-659-5027
Sunday School 10 a.m. Worship Service 11 a.m.

Sunday Evening Service 6 p.m.
Wednesday Service 7 p.m.

We are a KJV independent Baptist Church

Winfree Baptist Church 
19525 Hwy 62 S • 409-735-7181 

Jon Brinlee, Pastor  

 

Sunday: 
Sunday School for all ages - 9:15 am 

Morning Worship - 10:30 am 
Evening Worship - 6:00 pm 

Wednesday: 
Mid-Week Service - 6:00 pm                                                                    

Children & Youth Activities - 6:00 pm  

 

Nursery Provided 

ORANGE COUNTY CHURCH DIRECTORY

Why We Long for Intimacy with God


