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Brian Babin, Orange 
County’s voice in the U.S. 
House of Representatives, 
said those who don’t join 
him Wednesday in objecting 
to the Electoral College vote 
count will live to regret it.

Babin was an early adopter 
of a “Hail Mary” plan to 
make a formal objection to 
the Electoral College results 
when they are presented to a 
joint session of Congress 
Wednesday.

“This is a pivotal moment,” 
Babin posted on his Twitter 

account Sat-
urday, Jan. 2. 
“It’s time to 
stand up and 
be counted. 
Those who 
aren’t with us 
are against 
us.

“History will be unforgiv-
ing.”

Beaumont’s U.S. Rep., Ran-
dy Weber, and a number of 
other Republicans in the 
House are planning to join 
the call to object to the elec-
toral votes of key battle-
ground states in a long-shot 
effort to overturn the Nov. 3 

election of President-elect 
Joe Biden.

In order for an objection to 
be considered, it must be en-
dorsed by at least one senator 
and one representative. Tex-
as’ Ted Cruz is among the 
Senators who came forward 
to publicly support Mis-

souri’s Josh Hawley in ob-
jecting to Pennsylvania’s re-
sults.

The President and his al-
lies claim Biden won through 
widespread voter fraud and 
want a 10-day audit conduct-
ed to review voter fraud alle-
gations.

But more than 50 lawsuits 
alleging fraud have been dis-
missed by state and federal 
courts, some by judges ap-
pointed by Trump.

William Barr, Trump’s At-
torney General until he re-
signed in December, de-
clared there was no evidence 

of fraud that could change 
the November election out-
come.

Sen. Mitch McConnell (R-
Kentucky), the Senate Ma-
jority Leader, urged his fel-
low Republicans not to sign 

The state announced 
Monday that it would be get-
ting another 325,000 doses 
of Covid-19 vaccine, saying it 
already had received more 
than 793,000 doses.

Orange County had re-
ceived just 200 doses as of 
Tuesday morning.

Those were shipped to one 
location, the Brookshire 
Brothers Pharmacy in Vidor, 
which is giving a maximum 
of 20 vaccinations per day to 
predetermined sections of 
the public.

The vaccinations are not 
yet available to the general 
public.

County Judge John Gothia 
said the county had been al-
located 100 additional doses, 

requested more, and that re-
quest was granted.

But he didn’t know any de-
tails of when and how many 
would be coming at Tuesday 
morning’s meeting of Or-
ange County Commissioners 
Court.

“The 200 that we had is 
pretty much gone,” he said. 
“Either they’ve been given 
out or they’ve been account-
ed for with appointments al-
ready made, to first respond-
ers, medical and nursing 
homes.

“So we’re basically out of 
the 200. Whether they’ve 
been given or not, they’re 
only doing 20 a day.”

At that rate, 100 new doses 
would be a five-day allot-
ment.

And by first responders, 
Gothia admitted he was talk-

ing about doctors, medical 
staff, EMTs, correctional 
medical staff and school 
nurses.

Policemen, firemen and 
Sheriff ’s Office deputies are 
not among the Phase 1A or 
1B populations to be vacci-
nated but people 65 and over 
are.

Gothia said county police, 
fire and sheriff departments 
were pre-booking their vac-
cination appointments but 
did not mention if seniors 
would be vaccinated ahead 
of those government em-
ployees.

Of course, when it comes 
to allocations, Orange Coun-
ty’s is lower than other 
Southeast Texas counties, 
because it doesn’t have a hos-
pital.

Jefferson County received 

an initial 1,360 doses, Har-
din County 1,600, Jasper 
County 800 and Chambers 
County 1,000.

In Winnie, Riceland Medi-
cal Center got 500 of its 
county’s supply and vacci-
nated Jefferson County Sher-
iff Zena Stephens and her 
deputies on New Year’s Eve, 
according to a story aired by 
KFDM-TV.

Gothia said Orange Coun-
ty citizens have been getting 
vaccinated for four weeks.

“The shots are taking place 
since the shots have been 
available,” he said. “It’s just 
that the general public is 
wanting it today.

“I’m wanting it today. But 
that’s not the schedule they 
have.”

After winning what is be-
lieved to be the most expen-
sive election race in Orange 
County in 20 years, Rex Pe-
veto had to wait nine months 
before claiming his office.

He wasn’t complaining last 
Saturday, Jan. 1, after taking 
the oath of office as 
163rd District Court Judge.

He did it at the family es-
tate in north Orange County, 
with his new court coordina-
tor Liz Langston reading the 
oath and Peveto repeating 
after her.

Because of Covid-19, only 
the closest of family mem-
bers attended.

Those included Peveto’s 
wife Robin, sons Taylor, Jus-

tice and Eli and daughter-in-
law Abbie, Taylor’s wife; and 
parents Wayne and Sandra.

“I would have loved to have 
had a large event, because I 
had so many people support 
me,” the second-generation 
Orange attorney said.

“But with Covid the way it 
is, I didn’t want anyone to get 
sick. “My family knows so 
many people who have had 
Covid. My mother’s sister 
died from Covid.”

Peveto’s dad, former Texas 
Rep. Wayne Peveto, ex-
pressed the family’s pride in 
Rex’s election.

“I’m awful pleased for him 
and the county,” the elder Pe-
veto said. “I feel it will be a 
real settling, steady influ-

Judge Peveto
picks up
163rd gavel

Rep. Babin helps lead Electoral challenge

Vaccinations slowly reach Orange County citizens

Ray Fontenot has voted in 
20 Presidential elections.

“Every president from 
Roosevelt to Biden,” he said 
Tuesday as the dishes were 
cleared from his 100th birth-
day party, a small family af-
fair.

“I voted for [Franklin] 
Roosevelt twice.”

Born on Jan. 5, 1921 and 
raised in Grand Prairie, 
Louisiana, near Opelousas, 
the World War II vet and 
DuPont retiree was actually 
alive during the final days of 
the Woodrow Wilson ad-
ministration, just after the 
ends of World War I (1918) 
and the Spanish Flu pan-
demic (1920).

Warren G. Harding, Cal-
vin Coolidge and Herbert 
Hoover were others who 
won presidential elections 
during Fontenot’s youth.

Today, the newly minted 
centenarian looks like he 
could still crawl into posi-
tion as a belly gunner in a 
B-24 bomber and keep a 
keen eye out for enemy 
fighters.

There’s a sparkle in his 
eyes.

Did you know that in 
1999, at age 98, he became 
the oldest Texan to have a 
heart valve replacement?

He only needed a one-
night stay in the hospital 
then. Same with his recent 
surgery to remove a salivary 
gland tumor.

“He’s a tough old bird,” 

said his daughter, Belinda 
Cormier.

But his hearing’s not good 
and, with coronavirus pro-
tocol requiring plenty of 
distance between he and the 
masked interviewer, Cormi-
er sat in the middle of the 
two and relayed questions 
and answers Tuesday.

She says only Covid-19 
safety measures have slowed 
her dad down.

“He still has his driver’s li-
cense and he likes to drive 
through Whataburger and 
Dairy Queen, but misses sit-
down visits with friends and 
from St. Mary’s Catholic 
Church and the Knights of 

Columbus.
“For a year now, that’s 

come to a stop, because of 
the virus,” Cormier said. 
“He’s not as active as he used 
to be.”

Fontenot, who tends a 
garden and a tiny Chihua-
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Ray Fontenot of Orange, a World War II veteran and DuPont retiree, celebrates his 100th birthday 
Tuesday.            RECORD PHOTO: Dave Rogers

New 163rd District Court Judge Rex Peveto, front right, is sur-
rounded by family after taking the vows of his office Friday, Jan. 1. 
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TEXAS STATE NEWS

Texas unveils plan to have all students take STAAR online by 2022
ALIYYA SWABY
The Texas Tribune

Texas education officials 
want all public school stu-
dents to take state-required 
standardized tests digitally 
by 2022, an effort that could 
cost school districts millions 
more collectively each year, 
according to a report re-
leased Monday.

The report, created by the 
Texas Education Agency and 
commissioned by state lead-
ers, estimated school dis-
tricts would have to make a 
one-time payment of about 
$4 million total to improve 
internet connectivity, and 
then spend about $13.4 mil-
lion more annually for extra 
bandwidth and staff train-
ing. Many of the districts 
that need to increase fund-
ing are small and rural.

That investment would al-
low nearly all students to 
take the State of Texas As-
sessments of Academic 
Readiness, or STAAR, online 
by the 2022-23 school year, 
according to the report. That 
excludes students who may 
need paper tests due to dis-
abilities or other special cas-
es.

“Benefits of online assess-
ments include the potential 
for faster results, the poten-
tial for customizable assess-
ment, more engaging assess-

ment questions, reduced op-
erational complexity and pa-
per waste, better test 
security, improved adminis-
tration, and more equitable 
access to accommodation 
supports for students,” the 
report reads.

In 2018-19, just 13% of 
STAAR tests were adminis-
tered online, many for stu-
dents who needed accommo-
dations due to disabilities.

The decision is not final. 
State lawmakers will have to 
vote on the timeline and 
scope during the legislative 
session, which begins next 
week, in order for the TEA to 
move forward with the plan. 
In 2019, the Legislature 
passed House Bill 3906, 
which required the TEA and 

State Board of Education to 
develop a transition plan to 
administer all required 
statewide tests electronically 
starting no later than 2022-
23.

The TEA recommended 
lawmakers allow school dis-
tricts to use a pot of money 
currently allowed for text-
books and technology to pay 
for improved internet con-
nection and staff training. 
And it recommended the 
state create a new matching 
grant program to help dis-
tricts with one-time costs.

“Meeting the outstanding 
costs will require [districts] 
to be strategic in their allo-
cation of available funding,” 
the report reads. The recom-
mendation comes asTexas 

school districts beg the state 
not to cut funding this se-
mester for those seeing en-
rollment declines due to the 
pandemic.

The report also comes on 
the heels of Texas signing 
two, four-year contracts to-
taling $388 million with 
companies to develop and 
administer the STAAR, 
eventually completely on-
line. In 2021, as Texas transi-
tions to its new testing con-
tracts, it will pay three com-
panies a total of at least 
$120.6 million across four 
contracts for services related 
to student testing, according 
to the state budget site.

The TEA hired Texas 
A&M education researchers 
to evaluate how ready school 
districts are to transition to 
administering STAAR com-
pletely online. The research-
ers surveyed a sample of Tex-
as school districts and other 
states’ testing programs, in-
cluding California, Florida 
and Pennsylvania.

They heard from other 
states that transitioning to 
online testing helped incor-
porate technological skills 
into students’ education, 
lower testing costs for the 
state, improve test security 
and speed up the timeline for 
getting scores back. And 
state experts recommended 
providing state funds to help 

districts buy the equipment 
they needed.

“The increased speed with 
which results from online 
testing were returned helped 
schools and teachers identify 
gaps in student understand-
ing, often before those stu-
dents left for summer vaca-
tion,” the report reads.

When surveyed in May, 
many Texas districts said 
they needed more devices to 
transition to fully online 
testing, according to the re-
port. Districts also reported 
that devices were not distrib-
uted equally among all their 
schools, potentially because 
some schools had extra 
grants and others did not. 
Texas has spent more than 
$900 million on remote 
learning during the pandem-
ic, which may have changed 
some of those responses.

School officials inter-
viewed said they agreed on-
line testing would help pre-
pare their students for the 
workforce, but some worried 
about students from low-in-
come families with less ac-
cess to technology at home. 
And they said they did not 
have enough staff to support 
the transition.

Texas canceled the STAAR 
last spring after the pandem-
ic prompted the closure of all 
school buildings and an im-
mediate move to remote 
learning. Many parents, ad-
vocates and superintendents 
are encouraging Texas to ask 
for a federal waiver to do the 
same this year. Texas Educa-
tion Commissioner Mike 
Morath has said students 
will take the STAAR, but 
schools and districts will not 
be rated on their scores.

What can I do with this new technology?

PARTICIPANTS NEEDED for assessment of new hearing technology 

“To hear clearly is to live fully.”
You are invited by Brown Hearing Centers to participate in 
a market research program in your area to evaluate a new 
digital hearing instrument.
This new digital technology is revolutionary in its ability to 
provide a natural sound experience within a device that is at 
the same time comfortable, discreet and easy to use.

Free demonstration of new technology with no obligation to purchase.

How it works:
► Demonstrations will be available to all 

qualified participants.
► Call to schedule a FREE hearing evaluation 

during this event.

► Should you decide that you would like to 
purchase the technology, a deep discount 
will be offered.

Evaluation Dates
January 6 - 19, 2021

9 am - 5 pm
Call now for this free demonstration:

1-888-464-8896

Brown Hearing Centers
105 Camellia Ave. | Orange 
2190 Hwy 365 | Nederland

6656 Phelan Blvd. | Beaumont
. . .Where  techno logy  meets  t rad i t ion .

brown
HEARING CENTERS

► Enjoy a Show - follow speech even in 
environments that tend to echo.

► Brunch with Friends - background noise 
reduction technology allows you to follow 
conversation

► Get Outside - wind reduction allows you to 
hear clearly even outdoors.

► Connect to Devices - hear music, phone 
conversations and TV in high definition. 
(Even your grandkids will be impressed!)

TheRecordLive.com
Round The Clock Hometown News

Offices Closed On Wednesday. 
Didn’t Get Your Paper? Call 735-5305.

The Record
Newspapers

The Record Newspapers- The County Record 
and the Penny Record- are published on Wednes-
day of each week and distributed free throughout 
greater Orange County, Texas. The publications 
feature community news, local sports, commen-
tary and much more. Readers may also read each 
issue of our papers from our web site

TheRecordLive.Com. 

County Record: 320 Henrietta St., Orange, Texas 77630
Penny Record: 333 W. Roundbunch, Bridge City, Texas 77611
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of Orange County, Texas

The report comes on the heels of Texas signing two, four-year 
contracts totaling $388 million with companies to develop and ad-
minister the standardized tests.

Texas hires two companies to run STAAR
Staff Report
For The Record

Texas is once again shak-
ing up its standardized test-
ing contracts, signing four-
year agreements totaling 
$388 million with two com-
panies to develop and ad-
minister its controversial 
State of Texas Assessments 
of Academic Readiness ex-
ams for public school stu-
dents.

Cambium Assessment, a 

Washington D.C.-based test-
ing company, will receive 
$262 million from 2021 
through 2024 to manage the 
administration, scoring and 
reporting of all student as-
sessments on one online 
platform.

Pearson, a London-based 
company whose longtime 
role in Texas’ testing pro-
gram was scaled back several 
years ago, will receive an ad-
ditional $126 million from 
2021 through 2024 to devel-

op and construct the assess-
ments. It will also continue 
work on an existing testing 
contract through August.

The two companies will 
take over from Educational 
Testing Service, or ETS, which 
has had the bulk of the state’s 
testing contract since 2016. 
ETS’ contract ends Aug. 31. In 
2021, Texas will pay all three 
companies a total of at least 
$120.6 million across four 
contracts for services related 
to student testing, according 

to the state budget site.
“Cambium and Pearson 

were selected in a competitive 
solicitation that divided test 
administration and item de-
velopment into two separate 
contracts given the specializa-
tion required for each,” the 
Texas Education Agency said 
in a statement Tuesday. “This 
one-year overlap is an inten-
tional effort to ensure a 
smooth operational transition 
that will ultimately benefit 
school districts across the 
state.”
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See Our Full Inventory Of New & Preowned Vehicles At SabineRiverFord.com

1601 GREEN AVENUE - ORANGE - (409) 883-3581

2018 Ford F-150 XL
SuperCrew Cab

2.7L 6 Cyl., Automatic Trans.,  Exterior 
Color: Magma Red Metallic, Interior Color: 

Black, Mileage: 45746, Stock #: P2266

$32,337

2016 GMC Yukon
Denali SUV

6.2L 8 Cyl., Automatic Trans.,  Exterior 
Color: Sparkling Silver Metallic, Interior 

Color: Cocoa Dark Atmosphere,
Mileage: 79944, Stock #: 8008B

$33,641

2018 Toyota Highlander 
XLE SUV

3.5L 6 Cyl., Automatic Trans., Exterior 
Color: Silver, Interior Color: Black,

Mileage: 47475 Stock #: P2295

$28,667

2020 Ford F-150
LARIAT SuperCrew
3.5L 6 Cyl.,  Automatic Trans.,  Exterior 

Color: Black, Interior Color: Black, Mileage: 
13780, Mileage: 13780, Stock #: P2254

$49,111

2017 Dodge Journey GT 
SUV

3.6L 6 Cyl. Engine, Automatic Trans., Exte-
rior Color: Vice White, Interior Color: Black 

Red, Mileage: 20147, Stock #: P2283

$17,294

2017 Honda Civic Sedan 
LX Sedan

2.0L 4 Cyl.,  Variable Transmission, Exterior 
Color: Red, Interior Color: Black,
Mileage: 43174, Stock #: T8058A

$13,937

2015 Honda CR-V
EX-L SUV

2.4L 4 Cyl.,  Variable Transmission, Exterior 
Color: Burgundy, Interior Color: Beige,

Mileage: 79304, Stock #: P2290

$13,746

2017 Chevrolet Traverse 
LT SUV

3.6L 6 Cyl. Engine, Automatic Trans., Exte-
rior Color: Silver Ice Metallic, Interior Color: 

Ebony, Mileage: 99449, Stock #: P2288

$16,033

Orange County’s
Ford Dealership
Shop Us Online For New & Preowned

www.SabineRiverFord.com

hua named Nikki, is a longtime fan of the Houston Astros 
baseball team.

Besides current Astros George Springer and Jose Altuve, a 
couple players from the team’s first two decades, Joe Morgan 
and Nolan Ryan, are favorites of Fontenot, says his grandson, 
Paul Hebert.

Growing up on a farm in Louisiana meant Fontenot wasn’t 
immediately aware of the Great Depression.

“Of course, he didn’t know what was going on in the big 
world. He had plenty of food, and he had a roof over his head,” 
Cormier said.

He was part of a graduating class of seven at Grand Prairie’s 
school and spent two-plus years in the Civilian Conservation 
Corps before marrying Virgie, his wife of 70 years until she 
passed away in 2011.

He enlisted in the Army Air Corps in 1942 and was dis-
charged in 1946. He trained as part of a bomber crew but the 
war ended before he saw combat.

After the war and before DuPont, Ray joined his dad in Or-
ange, working in the Consolidated Steel shipyard.

Ray and Virgie built their first house in Groves, then moved 
to Orange in 1960. The couple had one child. Belinda and her 
husband, Johnny Cormier, and son Paul make up Fontenot’s 
immediate family.

But they are hardly his only family, as proven by dozens of 
birthday cards from second and third cousins piled up in 
front of him.

“The Fontenot family has stayed close,” Cormier said.
Ray attends family reunions annually. Except in 2020, of 

course.
“I’ve had pretty good health all these years and I’ve made 

history on my father’s side of the family, the first one to reach 
100,” Fontenot said. “But I’ve lost all of my friends my age.”

On the big day of his 100th birthday, his daughter relayed a 
request to name his favorite baseball player and Fontenot 
looked puzzled.

He thought she asked him to name his favorite breakfast 
place.

But there was no hesitation when she asked him to name 
the favorites of all the presidents his life has seen.

“Roosevelt, Eisenhower and Clinton,” he said. “I’m not go-
ing to tell you about the worst.”

While clearly not wanting to say anything that would cause 
a stir, Fontenot acknowledged another worst on his list in-
cluded the state of the union.

The virus and the politics, viral politics and the politics of 
the virus have created a weird climate.

“This is the worst I’ve ever seen this country,” said the 
100-year-old man. “It’s too divided. It isn’t going to work.”

He will be watching for a solution in his second 100 years.

Ray Fontenot at 100,
targets 101  From Page 1

Babin   From Page 1

Peveto, winning candidates take oaths  From Page 1

on to Jan. 6 objections, point-
ing out it was doomed to fail-
ure.

With a majority vote re-
quired in each house to pass 
the objection and the Demo-
crats having the majority in 
the Senate, a recorded vote 
will serve only as a loyalty 
test to Trump, some say.

While many Republicans 
lawmakers, including McCo-
nnell, say the unfounded 
claims of voter fraud will 
only serve to upset the pillars 
of U.S. democracy as set out 
by the founding fathers, 
more than 74 million certi-
fied voters for Trump in No-
vember cannot be over-
looked by politicians intent 
on being reelected.

The President, whether he 
exits or not Jan. 20, has hun-
dreds of millions of dollars 
in his PAC funds, courtesy of 

donors who wrote checks big 
or small to bankroll his elec-
tion investigations and law-
suits.

But former Presidential 
candidate Mitt Romney, now 
a U.S. Senator for Utah, is a 
Republican who described 
the effort of Trump loyalists 
“as nonsense.”

“Members of Congress 
who would substitute their 
own partisan judgment for 
that of the courts do not en-
hance public trust, they im-
peril it,” Romney said.

A Trump Tweet has called 
out the President’s support-
ers for Wednesday.

“Big protest in D.C. on Jan-
uary 6th. Be there, it will be 
wild!” Trump tweeted.

Washington police have 
called out more than 300 Na-
tional Guardsmen as backup 
for a demonstration predict-

ed to draw a turnout as large 
as 15,000.

Babin, 72, was born in Port 
Arthur and grew up in Beau-
mont, graduating from La-
mar University. He is a den-
tist and former Woodville 
mayor who worked as Tyler 
County chairman for Ronald 
Reagan’s Presidential elec-
tion in 1980. Elected to Con-
gress on his third try in 2014 
as an advocate of term limits, 
Babin easily won his fourth 
two-year term in November.

In 2015, he endorsed Cruz 
for the 2016 Presidential 
race, but shifted his support 
to eventual Republican nom-
inee Trump and has been a 
vocal supporter of the Presi-
dent.

He reported on his Twitter 
Saturday that he “had a call 
with @realDonaldTrump & 
TONS of Jan. 6 election ob-

jectors. Talked strategy – 
VERY encouraged!”

According to published ac-
counts, Trump’s conference 
call strategy session included 
at least 50 lawmakers.

“I’m not a lawyer. I’m a 
dentist. And we try to get to 
the root of the problem,” 
Babin told an interviewer on 
Newsmax TV last week.

“I’m fighting very, very 
hard to stop the steal for ev-
ery freedom-loving Ameri-
can in this country, and I’m 
very proud to stand up and 
object to the Electoral Col-
lege vote submissions on the 
House floor Jan. 6 on behalf 
of every American who be-
lieves in a free and transpar-
ent election process.

“If we don’t stand for elec-
tion integrity now, we may 
never see an honest election 
again.”

ence.”
Rex Peveto was one of 13 

officials elected in county- 
or precinct-wide races in 
2020 to be sworn in on Jan. 1, 
2021. County Judge John 
Gothia was sworn in for a 
two-year term and all others 
for four-year terms.

Gothia was a replacement 
for former Judge Dean 
Crooks and Kirk Roccaforte 
a replacement for Gothia as 
commissioner. Because 
Crooks’ surprise resignation 
took place before the mid-
way point in his four-year 
term and Gothia eventually 
was appointed to that office 
in the same time frame, the 
judge’s election is just for the 
remainder of those four-year 
terms.

All 13 of the officials ran 
as Republicans and not one 
faced an opponent, so, in ef-
fect, their wins in the March 
3 primary secured their jobs 
before the Nov. 3 election.

Reelected to office were 
128th District Court Judge 
Courtney Arkeen, County 
Court-At-Law Judge Troy 
Johnson, County Attorney 
John Kimbrough, Precinct 1 
Commissioner Johnny Trah-

an and County Tax Asses-
sor-Collector Karen Fisher.

Elected to their jobs for 
the first time were Peveto, 
Gothia, Roccaforte, Sheriff 
Lane Mooney, and Consta-
bles Lannie Claybar (Pre-
cinct 1), Jeremiah Gunter 
(Precinct 2), Brad Frye (Pre-
cinct 3) and Matt Ortego 
(Precinct 4).

Peveto was the only one of 
the eight winning his first 
term in the job not to be 
called to work early because 
of his predecessor’s early re-
tirement.

Because of coronavirus, 
judges are holding no jury 
trials and doing most hear-
ings via Zoom. Retiring 
Judge Dennis Powell, who 
raised $115,000 in his win-
ning run for the 163rd bench 
in 2000, conducted cases re-
motely from his new retire-
ment home in Boerne before 
his term ended in December, 
Peveto said.

“Judge Powell has been 
awesome,” Peveto said. “He’s 
continued to work hard, con-
tinued to schedule things, so 
I already have a week’s cases 
scheduled.

“Judge Arkeen and Judge 

[Steve] Parkhurst have been 
real helpful, too.”

Peveto and his primary 
opponent, Orange attorney 
Michael Catt, each spent 
nearly $50,000 in their 
March races. Peveto won 
with 59% of the votes, finish-
ing about 2,400 votes ahead 
of his opponent.

He’s been busy closing out 
his practice in his family law 
firm headed by Wayne Peve-
to, who was a state represen-
tative for a dozen years.

“My brother Eric is taking 

over the cases I couldn’t 
complete,” Rex Peveto said.

Peveto said his biggest win 
in private practice was a $2.9 
million verdict on a wrong-
ful death medical malprac-
tice suit. He admitted that 
“with tort reform, our prac-
tice changed quite a bit.

“We took on more crimi-
nal cases, more real estate 
and probate cases. But it also 
prepared me for all the cases 
a judge has to handle,” he 
said.

County Judge John Gothia, center, and Commissioners Johnny 
Trahan and Kirk Roccaforte took their 2021 oaths of office in the 
128th District Court courtroom Friday, Jan. 1.

Dementia Care Givers’ Support Group 
The Dementia Care Givers’ Support Group meets at St. 

Francis of Assisi Catholic Church, Canticle Building, 4300 
Meeks Drive in Orange on the following days and times: Sec-
ond Wednesday of every month at 10:00 a.m., and Second 
Thursday of every month at 6:30 p.m..
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BATTLES BREW BUT DEMOCRACY 
WILL PREVAIL

We are headed into the last 13 days of a four year night-
mare. I told you in this column over four years ago that if 
Republicans nominated Trump he would wreck the GOP 
as we know it. Trump has presided over the most liberal 
administration since Jimmy Carter. For years, an issue 
Democrats couldn’t claim was being the party of state 
rights, now Trump and the radical element of his base, 
have just handed it over to the Democrats by attacking 
states, some controlled by their own party. I remind you 
that I said, “It will be four years of chaos and falsehoods, 
(30,000) lies to date, Trump never releasing his tax re-
turns or turning against Russia’s president Putin. Every 
step of the way it has been a failed leadership Trump was 
unfit to serve and he didn’t grow with the job. He claimed 
to know more than the generals. “I alone can fix it.” He 
claimed, as the country continued to fall apart when the 
pandemic came to our shores, that Commander-in-Chief 
wasn’t at his post. Today, the U.S. leads the world in cases, 
21 million and 400,000 deaths by the time Trump leaves 
in two weeks. Texan, former secretary of state, Rex Tilli-
son, called Trump a f-----g moron. Gen. Jim “Mad Dog” 
Mathes called him a “buffoon” and Gen. John Kelly, chief 
of staff, who spent many hours with him, called him an 
“Idiot, just plain crazy.” They knew him best. It’s unpre-
dictable what he might attempt in the last few days, he’s a 
very desperate, sick person, who will try to destroy every-
thing around him, even start a civil war within the Repub-
lican Party. He could end up with his 22% to 26% “bubba” 
base that he can use, if he can beat the indictments coming 
out of New York, to run as a third party candidate in 2024. 
That will throw Ted Cruz, who hopes to be the face of the 
Republican Party, and the other 30 candidates, a curve. I 
may not be here but remember where you read it. Trump 
attempting to get to Georgia’s secretary of state was the 
last straw that broke the elephant’s back, even with many 
Republicans. Trump quote: “All I want to do is this; I 
just want to find 11,780 votes, which is one more than 
we got.” He had earlier claimed that the Republican gov-
ernor, lieutenant governor and secretary of state should all 
be put in jail just became they wouldn’t steal the election 
for him. It will all pass and we will wake up in a new dawn 
on Jan. 20, with the swearing in of Joe Biden as the 46th 
President. We will wake from this very bad reality show 
and its top star will be history. Keep asking yourself, “Did 
Donald J. Trump, the New York shyster, make America 
better or not, or is it like I told you it would be over four 
years ago?”  

VACCINE ROLLOUT ANOTHER 
TRUMP FAILURE

Last year, President Donald Trump and Health and 
Human Services Secretary Alex Azar promised 100 mil-
lion doses by the end of 2020. As late as Dec. 13, Azar ex-
pressed confidence that at least 20 million people would 
be vaccinated by Jan. 1. “Oh sure, yes” he told “Face the 
Nation.” By year’s end, however, more than 14 million dos-
es of new Pfizer and Moderna vaccines had been deliv-
ered to states and over 3 million people had received the 
first of two shots. (Total shots as of Monday stood at near-
ly 4.6 million. The president, as usual, blamed everyone 
else. If vaccinations were late, he said, it was the fault of re-
source-strapped states with health care systems already 
overwhelmed with coronavirus patients. Dumping the 
vaccines on the states has had the same results as leaving 
masking decisions, testing, contact tracing and other re-
sponsibilities to the 50 governors. Some do a good job, 
some not so much, and the country ends up with a patch-
work response to a national crisis. There is no time to lose. 
This is a national emergency Deaths have surpassed 
350,000. Between 2,000 and 3,000 Americans are dying as 
a result of COVID-19 every day. Trump, consumed with 
fantasies of overturning the election results, seems inca-
pable of improving his leadership in this crisis. That means 
more delay as America waits for President-elect Joe Biden 
to take office in two weeks. Biden is promising to inocu-
late a million people per day during his first 100 days in of-
fice. We can only hope that he overdelivers.

TURNING BACK THE HANDS OF TIME
10 Years Ago-2011

The state of Texas is facing big problems with a $25 bil-
lion shortfall. Notice they don’t call it a deficit because 
Texas is a pay cash state so they cook the books. Gov. Rick 
Perry has trimmed his inauguration to a barbecue to save 
money. He’s still in his $10,000 a month mansion. Perry 
will stick to his guns, no new taxes, pulling the wool over 
citizen’s eyes. The shortfall will cut necessary services but 
the worst is more Perry fees on everything. Over his last 
twelve years he has tripled or more all fees, from hunting 
and fishing to court cost. Example: When he took office 
court cost on a speeding ticket was $18 dollars, today its 
$99 dollars, and then the fine is added. Texans are paying 
more taxes than ever before but it’s called fees. *****This 
year, 2011, we are recognizing some special ladies; all of 
them are widowed. We hold each one in high esteem. First 

is our friend of many years, Anabel Anderson. She has 
been one of the pillars at St. Mary’s Catholic Church for 
over 70 years. ***Marcelle Adams, the first woman county 
commissioner who for many years was married to Cow-
boy Adams. They contributed much to our betterment. 
Her daughter, Theresa Beauchamp, is currently serving 
on the Orange City Council. *** Joy Young Parish, age 
90, was for many years married to Monroe Parish. As a 
young lady she was the wife of attorney John O. Young. 
***Juanita Toronjo, age 86, has been active with the Or-
ange Historical Society for many years. Along with her 
husband Walter who she married Oct. 1, 1943. Walter 
passed away June 30, 2010. Juanita is still active as trea-
surer and corresponding secretary of the Orange County 
Historical Society. She also publishes the magazine Las 
Sabinas, recording the history of Orange County. ***Mar-
ilou Pachar Gunn, “MiMi” to her grand and great-grand-
children. Marilou turns 83 this Wednesday, Jan. 5. She 
was married to Donald, a former constable of Pct. 2. 
***Mary Ann Cruse, longtime Bridge City School Dis-
trict employee. She was a music teacher who has played 
many church services, weddings and other functions. She 
was an inspiration to all her neighbors after Ike destroyed 
the neighborhood.  She was the first to say, “Let’s stay and 
rebuild.”***Nova Dee Holts Strickland, longtime Little 
Cypress-Mauriceville employee. Nova was married to 
the late Jerry Strickland, and raised two beautiful girls. 
She published an historical book, “Bugscuffle” chroni-
cling her life and family, being the daughter of Chester 
Holts, longest serving county sheriff. *** That brings me 
down to the “Sweetheart of the Year.” Picking Pearl Bur-
gess, age 90, was easy this year. She has been so active and 
is an inspiration to young and old alike. She’s a bundle of 
energy, well stacked in a small package, an extremely tal-
ented lady who is our poet laureate. The latest issue of the 
Las Sabinas features her pretty picture on the cover and a 
detailed story of her childhood in Brunner Addition and 
also the history of her ancestors, the Myers of Orange 
County. ***** Saturday many old friends greeted Ruby 
Pickard, a wonderful lady, who for many years ran “Make 
a Wish” and fulfilled many people’s wishes in their final 
days. She attended the Jan. 1 swearing in ceremonies at the 
Court House in Orange. Judge Carl Thibodeaux, Judge 
David Peck, County Treasurer Christy Khoury, Com-
missioner Precinct 4 Jody Chump and Judge Janice Me-
nard were officially sworn in. Thibodeaux was adminis-
tered the oath for a record fifth time by Dist. Judge Pat 
Clark. On that day Thibodeaux became the longest serv-
ing county judge. Judge Sid Caillavet served two eight 
year terms, 16 years total, at two different times. *****Judge 
Thibodeaux also has the distinction of being the first Or-
ange County judge to install a Republican commissioner. 
***** A speedy recovery to Rosalie Clark who is in a Beau-
mont hospital. Judge Clark left her long enough to swear 
in Thibodeaux and Peck. Rosalie recently had her gall 
bladder removed but is suffering with staff infection in a 
leg. She’s one of our favorite people, one of Frank and Sar-
ah Todaro’s twin girls. ***Also best wishes for a speedy re-
covery to Dorothy Harmon, who was in the hospital in 
Orange but transferred to Houston. She developed an in-
fection with her pacemaker and a valve. ***** Bobby Corm-
ier broke his ankle getting off of a tractor. His foot went 
one way, his weight the other. ***** We will get to see two 
Orange County boys in the playoffs. Bridge City’s Matt 
Bryant and the Atlanta Falcons will host Pittsburgh af-
ter a one week bye. West Orange-Stark star Earl Thomas 
and the Seahawks will host the Saints. That will cause 
mixed feelings here because many people are New Or-
leans fans. *****Carlos Vasek and family attended the 
Rose Bowl to witness the big TCU 21-19 win over Wis-
consin. *****The next big bowl game with local interest is 
the Cotton Bowl between Texas A&M and LSU on Jan. 6. 
All the Cajun boys I’ve talked to are wanting to bet on 
LSU but not give up any points. I’m not giving up on the 
Aggies.***** Also important to a lot of South Louisiana 
Cajuns is that after eight years, Gov. Edward Edwards 
will be released from prison. He will serve six months in a 
half way house, then will be a free man. Many feel the col-
orful governor was caught in a political trap that gave him 
a longer sentence than some murders and other more seri-
ous white-collar criminals. Like a good Cajun, he took his 
medicine and did the time without being a wimp. ***** 
Special folks celebrating, Commissioner Owen Burton, 
celebrates on Jan. 3, Chynna Withrow, Jan. 5, Lori Perry 
and John Callahan Jan. 6. *** Skipper Free, turns 77 on 
Thursday, Jan. 6. Skipper was born in Shangri La on the 
day of Epiphany. She also was the first woman union bar-
ber and the first pregnant barber. She’s lived a colorful life 
and enjoys it to its fullest. *****Lanston Fall has his big day 
Jan. 8*****Our buddy Collin Slade Gros, alias “Billy Jack,” 
“Blue-Eyed Bill” will celebrate his 16th on Jan. 10. 
*****Happy anniversary to Ray and Linda Leleux who cel-
ebrate their 46th on Jan. 11. ***** What difference Com-
missioner Jody Crump, a Republican, would make on the 
Court? Not much is my thought, just another conservative 
joining a conservative court. ***** Democrats just as con-
servative as Republicans. Sometimes more so. You would 
be hard pressed to find any more conservative persons 
than John Dubose, CPA, Owen Burton, longtime busi-
nessman, David Dubose, businessman/ pharmacist and of 
course Carl Thibodeaux, Orange County’s longest serv-
ing administrative county judge. You can’t improve much 
on the job these gentlemen are doing.   

A FEW HAPPENINGS

Last week we ran into two lovely Donna Peterson’s at 
Dr. Morbia’s office. Morbia has been taking care of Peter-
son hearts for nearly 30 years. The elder Donna was hav-
ing problems and was scheduled for additional test at hos-
pital. Donna Jr., now has a beautiful three-month-old 
daughter to go along with son Victor and daughter Donna 
III. As a family, the Peterson’s are some of the nicest peo-
ple I know. Visiting the Gulf Coast Cardiac Clinic this 
week is Commissioner Kirk Roccaforte. I had not real-
ized Kirk also had COVID-19, along with Judge Gothia 
and Commissioner Trahan. Commissioner Beachamp 
seems to be the only court member who dodged the virus. 
*****We heard from Judge Pat Clark on New Years Day. It 
is always nice to hear from Pat anytime. We got in a con-
versation about the early mid-1950s. His dad, Junior, and I 
first met in 1950 when I was living with the Joe Runnels 
family. Junior and I worked in Joe’s campaign for mayor 
and also in 1952 and 1953 for the Allen Shivers campaign. 
We put Shivers signs up all over the county. He won in 
1950-52 and 54. Joe was close to Tillman Frank, who ran 
the Louisiana Hayride, and brought entertainment like 
Claude King and band to Riverside. Pat, his mom and 
dad, lived in Riverside. Pat was about 8-years-old and 
Pete Runnels was around 10-years-old. Pat recalled those 
days when both boys attended these rallies. He looks like 

his dad but that is where the similarities stop. Junior was 
pure country, loud, brazen and backs down to nothing. A 
die-hard union man, his picture was featured in Life mag-
azine once after knocking a guy’s lights out. What a guy, a 
great character. ***** A few folks we know celebrating 
their special day in the next few days. Our longtime buddy, 
one of a kind, Skipper Free, turns 87 on Jan. 6. I’m not sure 
what became of Skipper, maybe Eddie or someone who 
knows will let me know. *****Jan. 9, Mike Collins, who we 
have known over 50 years, has a birthday. We haven’t heard 
from Sue Collins’ little boy since he was in the car busi-
ness. *****Jan. 8, Lanston Fall, who I coached in junior 
football back in the 1960’s, is celebrating a birthday. We go 
back a long way with his late family and sister Peggy. Also 
celebrating are Sean Brinson, Terry Gauthier and Heath-
er Montagne. *****Jan. 10, Sandy Uzzel, Hunter’s mom, 
Chuck’s better half, celebrates a birthday today. Celebrat-
ing also is longtime friend Frank Skeeler and everyone’s 
buddy, Collin Slade Gros, “Billy Jack” to his Papa. 
*****Jan. 11, Happy 35th wedding anniversary to Margie 
and Harry Stephens. Hard to believe it’s been that long. 
Best wishes for many happy, healthy years. *****Keith 
Wallace and Logan went deer hunting in Woodville. We 
haven’t heard any story about the deer Logan got and the 
one that got away. *****Our buddy Sharon Bearden is 
home overcoming COVID. He gets out of quarantine 
Tuesday. Since December 20, Ms. Liz has been in a Clear 
Lake hospital, also suffering with COVID.  Plans are to try 
and move her to a breathing rehab facility. Bearden says 
while in lockdown he has been well taken care of thanks to 
friends and Jim Sharon. Our prayers are for Liz to soon 
recover and come home. *****We were pleased to have an 
outdoor visit from our friend, Port board member, Carroll 
Holt. He’s a very interesting guy, with a great story. He 
treated us to his homemade “Bread and Butter” pickles and 
pure vanilla, made from vanilla beans from Madagascar. 
Carroll has been making pure vanilla for years. At age 86, 
he lets no grass grow under his feet. He’s a doer. *****Over 
the last few days, I’ve heard from three of my Republican 
friends who want to stay off the record. One said he has 
voted for President Trump four times, but of late Trump 
has crossed the line. He should not have taken a direct hit 
at state Republican office holder in an attempt to get him 
to fudge the vote count. “He knows he lost, now he’s hurt-
ing the country and we really do need to heal.” Another 
displayed disappointment in Congressman Dr. Babin for 
signing on to the crazy protest of the Electoral College 
vote Wednesday. “There is no good reason for him to step 
off in that slop, I’m disappointed, it makes him appear to 
be one of the real crazy bunch.” Another Babin supporter 
said, “He must not be planning to run again because this is 
a bad move.” I believe it changes voter’s image of him but 
so does his track record. He’s made himself a part of a 
failed government, with a lot of death and suffering, a re-
cord deficit of $3.3 trillion, and a record national debt of 
$27 trillion. Now Babin has joined attacking states rights 
that Republicans have always championed until Trump 
came along and discarded all conservative 
principles.*****Kevin Nunes and coatless Jim Jordan will 
be presented the Medal of Freedom by Trump next week. 
What a joke, a diminishing of the award. What about Sean 
Hannity, he carried Trump’s water and trash for over four 
years on FOX.*****Crazy Texas A.G. Ken Paxton orga-
nized and filed a supreme court case against GOP states. 
GOP Texas chairman Allen West wanted 13 states to suc-
ceed from the union. So much for state rights.

CAJUN STORY OF THE WEEK

It had come on the Christmas season and Norris Bou-
dreaux him, had been having a conscience problem about 
not going to church. It had been many years since he had 
gone to Confession him. He brought himself to St. There-
sa Catholic Church and Norris him went into da Confes-
sional box. He noticed dat inside was a fully equipped bar, 
with Coors draft on tap. On da utta wall was a big selec-
tion of da finest Cuban cigars.

Farter Lebove came in him.
Norris say, “Farter, forgive me, it’s been a long, long 

time since I’ve been to Confession me but I must first ad-
mit dat da Confessional box, it’s much more inviting dese 
days.”

Da priest him replied, “Norris, get youself out of there, 
you on my side.”

C’EST TOUT
THERE WENT THE JUDGE

We were pleased to receive an e-mail from newly retired 
Dist. Judge Dennis Powell.   I don’t believe he will mind 
me running some of his note.

December 30, 2020, submitted by Dennis Powell.
I have to say that I was delighted to discover that I could 

read The Record e-edition of my favorite newspaper while 
sitting in our new Hill Country home. The very first thing 
I would read each week, usually sitting at my desk before 
starting the day’s Court docket, was Down life’s Highway. 
This morning, sitting in the dark on my back porch, wait-
ing for the deer feeder to go off and waiting for the storm 
to roll in, was no exception: “Sixty-Six Years of ‘Hanging 
on to Each Other.’” I thoroughly enjoyed it, thanks for 
sharing your life story, past and present, with me and with 
all of your readers. Thanks also for your kind words some 
months ago in the gracious story about my retirement. I 
will start my last hearing of my 20 years as the 163rd Dis-
trict Judge at 1:30 today, by Zoom of course. Little bitter-
sweet, little scary, I worked since I was 14, can’t envision 
what the next season of retirement will look like. And CO-
VID has certainly complicated our Hill Country transi-
tion. Time will tell. I’m glad to know I can take you with 
me as we spend Wednesday mornings together on the 
pack porch. Well, feeder went off and 12 deer chomping 
down 35 yards from me. Better turn my attention to them 
so they don’t feel neglected. Lucille’s twin fawns are about 
grown up. I’m happy to come along, knowing “it won’t do 
me no harm.” A happy New Year and happy anniversary 
to Roy and MeMe. 

Signed, used to be Judge Powell, now just Dennis.

(Editor’s note:) We’re proud of Dennis, a home boy who 
got to live his dream. A kid from a not so high, middle 
class, who worked hard, got a law degree and earned a spot 
as 163rd. District Judge, where he retired with high re-
spect from the Bar members. We wish him and family the 
very best. We can just envision what sounds like a great 
layout in the Hill Country.  “Old Dennis will do to ride 
the range with.” That’s what Sharon Bearden just told 
me.*****Thanks for your time and readership over all these 
years. Pray for better days ahead. Take care and God 
bless. 

From The Creaux’s Nest
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Lonnie Claybar, left, Justice of the Peace Precinct 1, joins Brad Frye, Justice of the Peace Precinct 3, 
and Jeremiah Gunter, Justice of the Peace Precinct 2, at the Orange County Courthouse after they 
were sworn in to their offices Jan. 1 following their elections in November, 2020. All three had been 
serving unexpired terms of their predecessors.             RECORD PHOTO: Dave Rogers

Deaths & Memorials

Irona Bridget “Tibby” Mazzola went peace-
fully to heaven on December 30, 2020, at the 
young age of 96 with her loving family sur-
rounding her.  Born in Church Point, LA on 
November 1, 1924 to Clement Thibodeaux & 
Eliza Cortez Thibodeaux, she was the 5th in 
her family of nine children and was a hard-
working young girl. Upon graduating high 
school in Lawtell, LA as salutatorian, she at-
tended the University of Southern Louisiana, 
became a Licensed Practical Nurse, and 
moved to Orange to work at Francis Ann 
Lutcher Hospital around 1945.  She married 
Benny Mazzola, Jr. in February of 1947 and 
together they had seven children. Tibby is 
preceded in death by her parents; her 8 sib-
lings; her husband Benny Jr. of 51 years; one 
of her 4 daughters, Virginia (Gigi) Luna; 2 of 
her 3 sons, Dr. Benny (Beno) Mazzola III, and 
Dr. Steven D. Mazzola. She was a great wife, 
mother, mother-in-law, daughter, aunt, and 
sister, and was blessed with having so many 
friends who loved her.  The love she gave and 
received is testament to the special person 
she was to all who knew her.  Though she en-
dured more than her share of grief during 
her life, Tibby remained a true and loyal fol-
lower of Christ.   As the ultimate mom, 
grandmother, and great-grandmother, her 
home was always buzzing with family, chil-
dren, and friends during the many gather-
ings throughout the years.   She was a gour-
met cook, a comedian, a “stunt-driver”, and 
with her tender heart, she could make people 
laugh and cry during the same conversation. 
She was a vivacious, joyful lady who loved 
being around her family, friends and her 
home was always open, and she never met a 
stranger.   She routinely prepared meals for 
others and generously supported numerous 
missions and charities.  She was the “Matri-
arch” of our family and was affectionately 
known as “Matey”. Tibby was a member of St. 
Mary Catholic Church and shared her faith 
as a religious education teacher as well as Eu-
charistic Minister at the hospital and nurs-
ing homes.  Additionally, she was a member 
of Catholic Daughters of America - Court St. 
Cecilia, the Shalom Prayer Group, and she 
helped organize and establish both the St. 
Vincent DePaul Society and Orange Chris-
tian Services.   Those left to cherish, uphold 
and honor her memory are:   son Gilbert 
Mazzola and wife Debbie; daughters Liz 
Mazzola Oliva, Anita Mazzola-Layne and 

husband Jim, Gail van 
der Maas and husband 
Paul; daughters-in-law 
Linda Kay Mazzola and 
Michele Smith, all of 
Orange.  Also her nine-
teen grandchildren 
are:   Bridget Luna 
Trawhon, Benny Maz-
zola IV, Brian Mazzola, 
Amanda Mazzola Goss, 

Joe “Buppy” Luna III, Brady Mazzola, Lisa 
Mazzola Mathews, Emily Mazzola, Leslie 
Mazzola Hogan,                     Steve Mazzola, 
Jr., Kathryn Oliva, Adam Mazzola, Richard 
Drouillard, Jr., Lauren Mazzola Hogan, Jude 
Layne, Felicity Layne French, Marleen Ham-
oen, Yvonne Kroon, and Paul van der Maas, 
Jr., Tibby also leaves twenty-seven great 
grandchildren, and numerous nieces & neph-
ews from both the Thibodeaux and Mazzola 
families. Serving as Pallbearers are grand-
sons Benny Mazzola IV, Brian Mazzola, 
Brady Mazzola, Joe Luna III,.Steven Mazzo-
la, Jr., Adam Mazzola, Jude Layne, Richard 
Drouillard, Jr., and Paul Van der Maas, 
Jr.  Honorary Pallbearers are Henry Goss, Dr. 
Justin Hogan, Brandon Hogan, Bryan 
Mathews, and Greg Trahan. The family ex-
presses sincere appreciation to Tibby’s great 
niece Telisse Green for her exceptional and 
loving care over the past four months.  And 
we send a special thank you to the Texas To-
tal Care Hospice team for their exemplary 
care of mom, particularly, Dianne Parrott, 
RN and Debra Coolidge, Aide, for their love 
and support of mom during her last eight 
months of life.  You all are blessings to us. In 
lieu of flowers, the family kindly asks for me-
morial contributions to be made to the St. 
Mary School Foundation, 912 Cherry Ave-
nue, Orange, TX  77630. Services are under 
the direction of Claybar Funeral Home of 
Orange and will be held Tuesday January 5, 
2021, at St. Mary Church, 912 Cherry Ave-
nue, Orange, TX as follows:12pm-1pm                  
Visitation & gathering of family & 
friends 1-1:30pm Eulogies, obit reading & re-
membrances, 1:30pm  Rosary, 2pm    Funeral 
Mass.Burial will immediately follow at St. 
Mary Cemetery, Meeks Drive, Orange, TX 
and a reception for family and friends at St 
Mary Parish Hall. Face Masks are requested 
out of deference to the vulnerable. Thank 
You.

Irona Mazzola

Irona Bridget “Tibby” Mazzola, 96
Orange, Texas

Delore “Junior” Guidry, Jr., 62, of Orange, 
Texas, passed away on January 1, 2021, in 
Beaumont, Texas. Born in Orange, Texas, on 
June 21, 1958, he was the son of Delore 
Guidry, Sr. and Clorine (Benoit) Guidry. He 
worked as a carpenter for many years. Junior 
will be missed by all who knew and loved 
him. He was preceded in death by his par-
ents, Clorine and Delore Guidry, Sr.; his 
brother, Harry Guidry; his nephew, James 
Guidry; and his brother-in-law, Conny Babb. 
He is survived by his children, Joseph Guidry 
of Orange, Berry Guidry of Bridge City, and 
Paul Guidry of California; his grandchildren, 
Harper Elise, Vincent Corbin, Brianna, Sta-

cie, Kathie, and Au-
tumn; his sisters, Pris-
cilla Babb, Wanda Cross, 
Diana Malone and hus-
band Thomas, and Mar-
ion Mahon and husband 
Milton; his brothers, 
Kenneth Guidry and 
wife Elizabeth, and Lar-
ry Guidry; as well as nu-
merous nieces and 

nephews. Cremation is under the direction 
of Claybar Funeral Home in Orange. The 
family will hold a service at a later date.

Delore Guidry, Jr.

Delore “Junior” Guidry, Jr., 62
Orange, Texas
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When Jesus shows up in your 
storm, He’ll be walking on wa-
ter. The storm had been raging 
and had come to a tempest that 
it appeared all was lost, includ-
ing the disciples lives. They had 
done everything to overcome, 
but nothing was working. It was 
now to only wait until the end. 
So, where was God? Why what 
appeared to be a delay? Where 
was the concern for their lives? 
Am I going to die?

Have you had these times in 
your life? Maybe recently with 
Covid or a loved one with it. So 
many have ran to the door of 
death with it while others ran to 
it and beyond into the arms of a 
waiting Savior. 

We must see what God’s 
Word reveals to us in this great 
story of Jesus coming in the 
midst of a storm walking on the 
water to the deliverance of His 
disciples from drowning.

When you are God’s child, He 
always knows right where you 
are, even in the midst of a storm 
where no one can see you nor 

reach you except Him. Darkness 
fills the air with thousands of 
uncertainties, but the most im-
portant One knows right where 
you are and is coming. You can’t 
see Him for the surrounding 
storm of life you are in, but He is 
coming. His timing is perfect 
and as powerful as His walking 
on water. So, He knows where 
you are in your storm.

Then we see that He is per-
sonally involved in our deliver-
ance while walking on water. He 
called Peter by name to get out 
of the boat and walk to Him. 
That is a call into the midst of 
our storm to not fear because 
we can operate in the sovereign 
power of Christ.

Look also at how He handles 
our weakness in faith. Peter nor 
you nor I are perfect in our faith 
and power, but always reliant 
upon His ultimate power to 
walk on water in the midst of 
our storm. Peter suddenly 
looked upon himself in the 
midst of his storm, looking away 
from Jesus. His power to over-
come became once again a bit 
shaky and down he was sinking 
in his storm of life, but Jesus al-
ways takes into account our in-
ability to overcome our storm. 
Oh, didn’t I tell you that? This is 
not an account in the Bible to 
show how YOU overcome. It is 
an account about the Only One 
who can overcome. He walks on 
water.

Then we see Jesus, the over-
comer, stepping up into the ex-
act midst of the problem, the 
storm. He comes onboard of 
your life and takes the lead in 
yours and my deliverance. He 
steps to the bow of our life and 
calls for the storm to stop and 
the waters to be calm and once 
again it is smooth sailing for a 
while. The sickness, the finan-
cial hardship, the family prob-

lems, work problems and you 
name it are once again in check 
at the hand of the One who 
walks on water. We must pay at-
tention in the storm for He who 
will walk on the water of your 
storm. The disciples were alert 
to their surroundings while 
helpless in them. They were 
watching for deliverance and 
HE showed walking on water.

Oh, and sometimes He steps 
in to take the power of walking 
on water to walk you or I into 
His heavenly presence leaving 
this old world of storms behind, 
but His power to walk on water 
is obviously the sovereign power 
of all power and as when we 
trusted Jesus as our Lord and 
Savior, we passed from death 
unto life (Jn. 4:25). He will du-
plicate this great sovereign pow-
er the day He steps into one of 
our storms and simply lifts us in 
His hand into His holy pres-
ence, Heaven. Storms no more. 
Threat of death no more. Sor-
rows from the storms no more. 
Ultimately Jesus’ power to walk 
on water in the midst of our 
storms of life has the ultimate 
ability…delivering His children 

out of the clutches of death and 
eternal life comes clear. We live 
forever with Him.

Embrace 2021 with this 
promise as His child. Watch for 
Him throughout the year to 
come to you in your trials walk-

ing on the water. Don’t let trials 
and tribulation blur your view 
of Jesus coming to your rescue.

Charles Empey is the Pastor 
of Cove Baptist Church, Or-
ange, TX.

Paul Schattenberg
AgriLife Today

Having realistic goals and ex-
pectations, especially with the 
limitations brought on by the 
pandemic, and being emotion-
ally ready to change, are essen-
tial to keeping New Year’s reso-
lutions, said a Texas A&M 
AgriLife Extension Service ex-
pert.

“Three reasons why people 
don’t keep their New Year’s res-
olutions are that the resolution 
isn’t realistic, the person ex-
pects an unrealistic benefit, or 
the person wasn’t prepared to 
make the change,” said Jenna 
Anding, Ph.D., AgriLife Exten-
sion nutrition specialist, Bryan-
College Station.

“Three reasons why people 
don’t keep their New Year’s res-
olutions are that the resolution 

isn’t realistic, the person ex-
pects an unrealistic benefit, or 
the person wasn’t prepared to 
make the change,” said Jenna 
Anding, Ph.D., AgriLife Exten-
sion nutrition specialist, Bryan-
College Station.

Anding said most adults tend 
to shy away from resolutions 
and those who take up the chal-
lenge are more likely to be 
younger or middle-aged.

“Statistics also suggest older 
adults who do make resolution 
are not very successful at keep-
ing them,” she noted. “But that’s 
not to say resolutions don’t 
work. In fact, those who make 
resolutions tend to have more 
success at changing behaviors 
as compared to those who don’t 
make resolutions.”

Some of the top New Year’s 
resolutions include:

• Eating healthier/losing 

weight.
• Getting more exercise.
• Spending less/saving more.
• Being more organized.
• Dedicating more time with 

friends and family.
• Finding more “me” time.
• Quitting smoking or drink-

ing.
Anding said one way to ap-

proach successful resolution 
making is for people to first list 
the three behaviors they most 
want to change.

“Such behaviors could be eat-
ing better, getting more exer-
cise, saving more money or 
working on personal relation-
ships,” she said. “Look at the be-
haviors you have identified and 
choose the one you most want 
to concentrate on improving. 
Then take a close and realistic 
look at the behavior you have 
chosen, then think if a specific 

goal that would reflect where 
you would like to be through 
modifying that behavior. Write 
down that final goal, making 
sure it is both realistic and 
achievable.”

The next step is to make a 
plan and come up with a series 
of smaller, attainable goals lead-
ing toward the final goal, she 
said.

“For example, if the goal is to 
run a marathon but right now 
you can’t run to the end of the 
block, consider starting with a 
more realistic goal of walking 
for 30 minutes a day three to 
five days a week, Once that’s a 
regular habit, set another goal 
to run a 5K within three to six 
months and then a 10K, gradu-
ally working up to a half-mara-
thon and then a full marathon.”

Anding said it is important to 
remember achieving a final goal 
does not have to fit into a rigid 
timetable.

“Just keep planning and 

meeting those mini-goals as 
steps toward the final goal,” she 
said.

However, she said, people 
should write down and commit 
to a specific date on which to 
begin their desired behavior 
change.

“Pick a date that is important, 
significant or memorable and 
put it on your calendar,” she 
said. “It doesn’t have to be the 
exact start of a new year. Once 
you pick your date, plan how 
you will accomplish your goal. 
In other words, identify and 
write down those specific ac-
tions you will need to take to be 
successful.”

Anding noted the situation 
with COVID-19 might impose a 
challenge in keeping some New 
Year’s resolutions for 2021 more 
difficult, especially at the first 
of the year.

“People likely will continue to 
stay at home more, which could 
lead to more trips to the refrig-

erator. Gyms or studios where 
people can exercise may contin-
ue to be closed or limited in ca-
pacity. Don’t let this dissuade 
you. Set out a plan for eating 
healthier meals at home and 
cutting down on junk food. And 
instead of going to the gym, ex-
ercise at home or go on a long 
walk or bicycle ride.”

Improving eating habits is 
usually one of the top New 
Year’s resolutions, but that reso-
lution too should also be taken 
in small bites, Anding said.

“It’s best to break this into 
mini-goals such as committing 
to eating one more vegetable or 
fruit each day or switching sug-
ar-sweetened beverages to wa-
ter or other healthier options. 

Anding said there will invari-
ably be challenges on the jour-
ney toward meeting both small-
er goals and your ultimate New 
Year’s resolution goal.  

“So, it’s important to think 
ahead and be flexible.”

FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH
ORANGEFIELD

9788 F.M. 105 Orangefield 409.735.3113
Sun: Bible Study 9:30 a.m., Worship Service 10:30 a.m.,

Wednesday evening services: Youth and Children 6:00 p.m., 
Praise and Prayer 6:00 p.m.,

Pastor Cody Hogden
Email: office@fbcof.com / Website: www.fbcof.com

Cove Baptist Church
1005 Dupont St. • Orange

Sunday: Life Groups 9:15 AM / Worship 10:30 AM
Sunday Evening: 5 PM

Wednesday Evening 6 PM / Wed. Youth Meeting 6 PM
Charles Empey - Interim Pastor

We Love You And God Loves You.

Starlight
Church of God in Christ 

2800 Bob Hall Road • Orange • 886-4366
Pastor: Ernest B Lindsey

Sunday School 9:30 a.m. Worship 11 a.m. and 7 p.m.
Wed. Bible Study - 6 p.m. Worship 7:30 p.m. VIM Youth 6 p.m.

Intercessory Prayer Daily 9:00 a.m.
www.slcogicorange.org

Faith United
Methodist Church 

8608 MLK• Orange • 886-1291
Pastor: Valerie Sansing

Sunday Worship 10:00 a.m.
Nursery Provided.

 (www.faithorange.org)

TRINITY BAPTIST CHURCH
ORANGE

1819 16th Street • Orange • 886-1333

We Welcome You To Join Us.
Sunday Morning Worship 11 a.m.

Sunday School 9:45 a.m. Nursury Provided

GOOD SHEPHERD
LUTHERAN CHURCH

945 W. Roundbunch • Bridge City • 409-735-4573
Worship Services: Tradition 9 a.m., Sunday School 10:15 a.m., 
Contemporary Service 11 a.m., Tuesday Bible Study 10 a.m., 

Wednesday ‘Compassionate Friends’ 10 a.m.,
Thursday Bible Study 10:00 a.m.

Pastor Paul Zoch 409-988-3003 - golutheran.org
Our church family invites you to join us.  We are a friendly, caring 

church of the future. 

Orange First Church
of the Nazarene

3810 MLK Drive, Orange
Lead Pastor Rev. Brad McKenzie
Worship Director: Alyssa Click

Sunday School 9:45 a.m. 
Worship Service 10:45 a.m. / Wednesday Service 7 p.m.

Ofcnazarene.org or find us on Facebook

St. Paul United
Methodist Church

1155 W. Roundbunch • Bridge City • 409.735.5546
Sunday Morning Traditional Worship: 8:30 a.m.,

Sunday school 9:30 a.m., Praise Worship 10:45 a.m.
(Nursery provided)

Wednesday SPICE 5:30 p.m. Includes meal, bible studies,
children and youth activities. (Nursery provided).
Rev. Mark Bunch Email: office@stpaulfamily.org 

First United Methodist Church Orange
502 Sixth Street    886-7466

9:00 a.m. Contemporary Worship in the Family Life Center
11:00 a.m. Service - Traditional Worship in the Slade Chapel

Sunday School For All Ages 10:00 a.m.

www.fumcorange.org
Pastor: Rev. Lani Rousseau

Director of Music and Fine Arts: Caroline Dennis

200 W. Roundbunch
735-3581

www.fbcbc.org
Sunday schedule: Bible study 9:15 a.m.,

Sunday worship: 10:30 a.m.,
Adult, Youth, Children

Discipleship Classes, Sun. 5:30 p.m.
Wednesday Schedule 6:30 p.m.

Prayer Meeting
Youth & Children’s Activities

Pastor: Keith Royal

Triangle Baptist Church
6446 Garrison at Hwy. 408 Orangefield
“Come Worship With Us” 409-735-2661

Pastor: Bobby Oliver 409-659-5027
Sunday School 10 a.m. Worship Service 11 a.m.

Sunday Evening Service 6 p.m.
Wednesday Service 7 p.m.

We are a KJV independent Baptist Church

Winfree Baptist Church 
19525 Hwy 62 S • 409-735-7181 

Jon Brinlee, Pastor  

 

Sunday: 
Sunday School for all ages - 9:15 am 

Morning Worship - 10:30 am 
Evening Worship - 6:00 pm 

Wednesday: 
Mid-Week Service - 6:00 pm                                                                    

Children & Youth Activities - 6:00 pm  

 

Nursery Provided 

When Jesus Shows Up In The Storm (Matt. 14:22-33)
ORANGE COUNTY CHURCH DIRECTORY

Pastor Charles Empey

Keeping those New Year’s resolutions

Sunday Service 10 A.M.
Also

Sunday Live Stream 10 A.M. Facebook
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Trophy fish
no accident

COLBURN    Page 2B

Okay….you only have 359 days left in 
2021 to catch the largest bass of your life 
and you are burning one of them today. The 
game changed for bass fishermen in 1986 
when limits were reduced to protect the re-
source and ever since that day, “catch and 
release” has become the accepted

norm. More importatntly….it has worked even better than 
anticipated!

While it was initially painful for anglers that had built their 
reputations on consistently returning to the dock with limits, 
goals were suddenly changed, but most of those elite anglers 
proved to still be elite anglers. While bass were no longer the 
main course at the next fish fry, they quickly attained star 
status for tournament fishermen.

The key to making this fishing revolution work so well was 
“buy-in” on the part of the fishermen.  No one was really bent 
out of shape so long as everyone had to play by the same rules.
In truth, reduced limits did not preclude the next fish fry. 
They only minimized the number of freezer burned filets 
that were eventually thrown away.

The coveted “plus” was that within a year or two, folks were 
more often getting swings at bigger bass than they had ever 
caught on their favorite fishing holes.  Power plant lakes 
started giving up thick shouldered double-digit bass that 
matched their cousins in Georgia and Florida and Florida 
strain stockings quickly took hold on lakes like Fork, Toledo 
Bend and Sam Rayburn.

For thirteen years prior to these changes, I had guided and 
tournament fished exclusively on Toledo Bend.In all of that 
time, I never caught an eight pound bass or met anyone that 
had.  We fished our way through tons of bass, but most of 
them never lived to make the same mistake twice!

Long lines of anglers that once waited in the pre-dawn chill 
at a lake like Monticello are all but forgotten as the opportu-
nity to catch a double digit bass now exists all across the 
state.  Orange County anglers are less than an hour and a half 
drive from two of the top ranked big bass sanctuaries in the 
states.

The prime time of the year for catching your life-time best 
is upon us as egg-laden sows are already making their move 
to secure staging areas to begin the spawn.  This is not a 
numbers game unless you are looking at the scales.

CAPT. DICKIE COLBURN
For The Record

Dickie Colburn

We Carry The
Complete Line Of 

Honda Motorcycles, 
ATV’s, Power

Equipment and More!

We’re Locally Owned
And Operated!

1800 Strickland Drive H Orange (409) 886-1995

.

Ride Away With Value
On Quality, Preowned Bikes

Open: Mon.-Fri. 9 am - 5 pm / Sat. 9 am - 3 pm

www.hondaoforangetx.com Big Savings
On Preowned
Motorcycles

2021 Honda CRF450RL
Transformed Into

SUPERMOTO BIKE
• Warp 9 custom wheels with

Michelin Supermoto tires
• Decal Works graphics and seat cover 

• CALL FOR SPECIAL PRICING!

Plus
Tax Title 

and License

2001 Honda Gold Wing
COME
SEE! Was $9,500

$7975Plus
Tax Title 

and License

Was $9999

$6950
1200
IRON

• Variety of Styles and Colors

• Styles for Men and Women

10% OFF

Protective & Stylish

HELMETS

Plus
Tax Title 

and License

2018 KTM RC390
COME
SEE! Was $6,200

$3575

PRICE DROPS ON PREOWNED BIKES IN STOCK AND READY TO ROLL

2018 Harley Davidson XL

Closeout Sale!

This is my annual 
National Football 
League “Wild Card” 
Playoff column and I 
had no idea what the 
Las Vegas odds were on 
the six games being played this week-
end.

Then a brainstorm hit me. Why not 
get some help from our newest resi-
dent Alexa. She supposedly knows ev-
erything.

So, I asked her, “Alexa, please give 
me the odds on this weekend’s NFL 
playoffs.”

She replied in her usual sweet voice, 
“Why, Mr. Joe, I’m waiting for your 
Korner to come out and tell ME the 
betting lines, so I can relay them to 
whoever asks me for them.”

I guess I’ll just have to do my usual 
guessing on the odds and the project-
ed winners just like I have for the last 
50 years.

Seriously, though, this was a weird 
football season for the NFL, which 
managed to play every scheduled 
game, but mostly without the teams 
full 53-man rosters. In fact, some 
teams—like the Dallas Cowboys and 
perhaps the New England Patriots—
are sitting home watching the playoff 
action because of injuries and the 
coronavirus pandemic.

In fact, the Cowboys had an outside 
chance of getting into the playoffs as 
the NFC East Division champions if 
they beat the Giants in New York 
(which they didn’t) and Washington 
Whatever Their Name is This Week 
lost to Philadelphia (which they 
didn’t). Consequently, the Dallas Cow-
boys are home watching the playoffs 
on TV just like you and I will be.

The Kansas City Chiefs enter the 
playoffs as the No. 1 seed due to their 
best 14-2 record. They lost 38-21 to 

the Los Angeles Chargers in Sunday’s 
season finale, but sat out many of their 
impact players like quarterback Pat-
rick Mahomes, tight end Travis Kelce 
and several others. They will play the 
lowest-seeded team in two weeks.

The same is true for the Green Bay 
Packers, who played most of their reg-
ulars because they needed a win to be 
the top-seeded team in the NFC.

This weekend features several 
“grudge matches” in this wild card 
playoff round with the Baltimore Ra-
vens at the Tennessee Titans leading 
the parade.

If you’ll remember in last year’s 
playoffs, the Titans dethroned the Su-
per Bowl-favored Ravens, knocking 
them out of the playoffs and then com-

ing back and turning the trick again 
30-24 in October during the 2020 reg-
ular season.

But Tennessee didn’t have a playoff 
berth until Sunday against the feeble 
Houston Texans, who wouldn’t go 
away and made the Titans kick a 50-
yard, game-winning field goal to edge 
out Indianapolis for the AFC South 
Division title. Tennessee will have 
their backs against the wall Sunday 
with Baltimore being a slight 3½-point 
favorite.

Another big rivalry this weekend 
will be Cleveland at Pittsburgh Sun-
day at 7:15 p.m. a week after these two 
teams finished the regular season 

2021 NFL ‘Wild Card’ Playoffs Begin

KAZ’S  KORNER Page 3B

KAZ’S KORER
JOE KAZMAR
For The Record

Joe Kazmar

The largest point spread this weekend belongs to the New Orleans Saints, who are fa-
vored by 9 ½ points over the fortunate Chicago Bears, who sort of backed into the 
playoffs with an 8-8 record.  PHOTO ABOVE: New Orleans Saints quarterback Drew 
Brees.
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Fishing Families: Staying away from “Us vs. Them”

If I asked you to name a 
good old fashioned rivalry it 
probably wouldn’t take you 
very long to name off a few 
contenders. Family rivalries 
like the Hatfield’s and Mc-
Coy’s jump to the forefront at 
the mere mention of a rival-
ry.

These families had epic 
grudges and hatred towards 
one another like few have 
ever seen. Sports rivalries 
such as The University of 
Texas and Texas A&M are 
historic and tradition rich. 
The great outdoors has plen-
ty of contenders for great ri-
valries as well.

Gun hunters versus Bow 
hunters are always entertain-
ing as the debate for who is 
the better hunter rages con-
tinually. Live bait versus arti-
ficial is a white hot topic that 
spurs many a heated debate 
and an occasional bait camp 
brawl as well. Boat fishermen 
versus waders has a devoted 
and boisterous fan base that 
is not afraid to speak their 
mind when defending their 
positions both literally and 
figuratively.

Here on Sabine lake we 
have the  Texas  versus  Loui-
siana  battle that always ruf-
fles feathers when the sub-
ject of limits and licenses 
comes up as a topic for con-
versation. One more great di-
vide amongst sportsmen that 
runs deep, but is not quite as 
volatile or potentially vio-
lent, is the classic rift be-
tween conventional anglers 
and their flyfishing counter-

parts. Each 
side for 
whatever 
reason har-
bors a very 
preconceived 
and stereo-
typical no-
tion of what 

the other side 
represents and I live right in 
the middle of that great di-
vide.

Recently I was fortunate 
enough to speak at one of the 
monthly meetings of The 
Texas Flyfishers of Houston 
and I brought up the legend-
ary “Us vs. Them” scenario 
to see where that topic went. 
Most, if not all, in attendance 
agreed that in order to pro-
mote the sport of flyfishing it 
was a must for each angler to 
do a better job of recruiting 
conventional anglers to the 
sport.

The only way the sport 
grows is to bring in more 
people who enjoy the same 
style pursuits even if they use 
different methods. The com-
mon denominator between 
the flyfisherman and the 
conventional angler is that 
each one wants to put a bend 
in their rod with a fish on the 
other end. Period.

 I personally take great sat-
isfaction in introducing new 
anglers to the sport and I 
have done just that for many 
years. The initial experience 
is so important because like 
the saying goes “you never 
get a second chance to make 
a first impression”. With that 
thought in mind I usually 
wait until I have the best set 
of circumstances before I 
even attempt the “conver-

sion”.
There are a couple of prime 

times to introduce a new an-
gler to the sport and few are 
better than late summer and 
fall when the fish gang up in 
big schools and eat just about 
anything that hits the water. 
The constant bites are just 
what the doctor ordered so a 
new angler can get a real feel 
for exactly what happens on 
the strike. I usually tell folks 
this is similar to teaching a 
person to hit a baseball and 
putting them in a batting 
cage because it’s no big deal 
if you miss one when there is 
another coming right behind 
it. The last thing I want to do 
is ask a new flyfisherman to 
stand up on the bow, make a 
1000 casts, and not get bit. 
Talk about leave a bad taste 
in your mouth, no thanks.

 On most occasions I wait 
until we have a good setup 
and a school of fish that isn’t 
going anywhere before I 
break out the flyrod and of-
fer up a little encouragement. 
Knowing that the fish aren’t 
going anywhere anytime 
soon makes the whole expe-

rience much less stressful for 
the newbie and that much 
more enjoyable for me. Hun-
gry school trout are exactly 
what the doctor ordered for 
the first timer, it’s the perfect 
scenario.

Seeing accomplished con-
ventional anglers pick up the 
flyrod and have success im-
mediately is always fun. The 
look on their face as they dis-
cover a new style of enjoying 
their favorite sport is price-
less.

 On a couple of outings I’ve 
had beginning flyfishermen 
hit the “Texas jackpot” as a 
bruiser redfish decides to 
come crash the trout party 
and take off with the fly and 
head to parts unknown. 
Watching the fly line peel off 
in the blink of an eye and 
then the backing begin to 
disappear often leaves the 
new fly angler with the wide 
eyed look of both disbelief 
and exhilaration all at the 
same time. Most new fly an-
glers are really happy to see 
their line leave in hurry while 
attached to a redfish but that 
look quickly goes away once 
they realize a fly reel doesn’t 
offer up a 7 to 1 ratio for line 
retrieval. All the work that 
goes into landing one of 
those big redfish makes the 
memory of the adventure 
that much more vivid and 
serves to only draw the an-
gler back for more. It’s usual-

ly not long after that when 
the new fly angler takes the 
plunge and purchases some 
gear and begins to experi-
ment on their own. And so it 
begins, a new obsession fo-
cused on the same trophy.

  Now in my little part of 
the world between the con-
ventional angler and the fly 
angler there is plenty of room 
and I encourage everyone to 
come and “visit”. Neither 
style of fishing is the end be 
all versions that surpasses all 
others, it’s merely another 
tool or another club in the 
bag if you will to enjoy the 
sport we love even more. I 
am perfectly happy and con-
tent to fish in just about any 
way from soaking live bait, 
wading with artificials, 
sightcasting in shallow wa-
ter, or casting flies because 
they all are enjoyable to me 
and they each have particu-
lar advantages that help 
make me a better all around 
fishermen.

 As far as the “Us vs. Them” 
mentality goes that so often 
invades our sport all I can 
say is that’s the worst thing 
in the world that can happen 
to outdoorsmen as a whole. 
The “divide and conquer” 
theory is being used by those 
opposed to outdoor pursuits 
and don’t think for a minute 
that those whack jobs won’t 
try and go after the sport of 
fishing. Just because a par-
ticular group of people uses a 
different method to legally 
catch fish we, as a group, 
need to support each other 
so the “anti’s” won’t have a 
chance.

Both sides of the flyfisher-
man vs. conventional angler 
can learn from one another 
and become better anglers as 
well. I’m not saying we need 
to hold hands and sing 
“Kumbaya”,   I’m just saying 
before you rule out a style 
you need to try it first. More 
often than not you’ll be glad 
you did. 

YOUR FULL SERVICE
KITCHEN APPLIANCE CENTER

LEADING BRANDS,
LOW PRICES!

Harry’s
Appliance & Service

302 North 10th Street • Orange • 886-4111

FREE
Same Day

Local Delivery

Great
Selection
Of Quality
Pre-Owned
Appliances

OUTDOORS
CAPT. CHUCK UZZLE
For The Record

Chuck Uzzle

When you are seeing 65 
degree days in January you 
had better get your gear in 
order.Northers can slow the 
spawn temporarily, but as a 
rule those staging fish do not 
retreat to deeper water.  They 
simply bury up in the nearest 
cover and wait it out.

I have always believed that 
the spawn is irreversible 
once we start seeing longer 
days.The extra hour or so of 
sunlight may help warm the 
water, but there is something 
more magical about that 
phenomenon than increased 
surface temperatures.

While I truly hope that 
you will catch and release the 
largest bass of your life this 
year, I mention all of this be-
cause trout fishermen now 
find themselves coping with 
the same change in order to 

bolster the resource.  The 
one difference thus far has 
been mandating that every-
one play by the same rules.

More restrictive limits 
proved to be effective very 
quickly on the lower coast, 
but there was still little or no 
“buy-in” at all as you moved 
up the coast.  The single big-
gest complaint and one that 
certifies the lack of respect 
given the speckled trout was, 
“It’s not worth going fishing 
if you can only keep five 
trout.”

I don’t think this mind set 
will completely change until 
more trout fishermen are 
getting more swings at tro-
phy trout.  Because smaller 
trout tend to school and feed 
in such prolific numbers, the 
average angler is still more 
concerned with an easy limit 

than looking to battle a tro-
phy trout.

Capt. Chuck was recently 
recounting past trips in his 
column that included duping 
seven and eight pound trout 
on a regular basis.  Make no 
mistake about it, Chuck and 
his clients spent countless 
hours in search of those big 
trout, but they were there to 
be caught and the exciting 
payoff was unmatched.

Those trout are now miss-
ing through no fault of the 
anglers, but those same an-
glers are the ones that can 
make it all happen again.  As 
much as I hope you catch the 
bass of your dreams this 
year, I hope you will do your 
part in making Sabine Lake a 
trophy lake again!

Colburn From Page 1B
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with the Browns winning 
24-22 with several of the 
Steelers like quarterback Ben 
Rothlisberger sitting out. But 
the game may not be as close 
in the playoffs with Pitts-
burgh favored by four points.

Cleveland has been absent 
from the playoffs since 
2002—the longest active 
drought-- and enjoyed their 
first 11-game winning record 
since 1994 thanks to 1,000-
plus rushing yard seasons 
from the Browns two run-
ning backs Nick Chubb and 
Kareem Hunt.

Seattle and the Los Ange-
les Rams should be a grudge 
match, too, with both teams 
coming from the NFC West 
Division. The two teams split 
their two games during the 
regular season and meet in 
Seattle Saturday at 3:40 p.m. 
with the Seahawks favored 
by 4½ points.

The other AFC playoff 
game features Indianapolis 
at Buffalo where the high-
scoring Bills are a whopping 
seven-point favorite. Buffalo 
finished the season with 501 

points, second only to Green 
Bay’s 509. It was the second-
most points scored in Buffa-
lo franchise history.

The largest point spread 
this weekend belongs to the 
New Orleans Saints, who are 
favored by 9 ½ points over 
the fortunate Chicago Bears, 
who sort of backed into the 
playoffs with an 8-8 record. 
The two teams meet Sunday 
at 3:40 p.m. in the Superdo-
me.

Chicago was pummeled 
35-16 by Green Bay but 
earned the final wild card 
when the Arizona Cardinals 
lost to the LA Rams 18-7 
Sunday.

Brady kept his streak alive 
by never missing a playoff as 
a starting quarterback as he 
led Tampa Bay to an 11-5 re-
cord and a wild card berth 
against Washington, whose 
7-9 record made it an eight-
point underdog Saturday at 
7:15 p.m. in the nation’s capi-
tal.

KWICKIES…It’s a crying 
shame that the Houston Tex-
ans flopped so badly this sea-

son, despite the magnificent 
year quarterback Deshaun 
Watson put together. The 
two big factors in the Texans’ 
2020 demise are the bone-
headed trades former coach 
Bill O’Brien made which led 
to an 0-4 start and his firing, 
and the coronavirus, which 
affected every NFL team.

Randy Crouch announced 
this week he is retiring from 
Little Cypress Mauriceville 
High School at the end of the 
20-21 school year.  Crouch 
spent 55 years of either play-
ing or coaching.  He was 
head coach and athletic di-
rector of the Battlin’ Bears 
for the last 12 years and he 
was an assistant for 4 years.  
Compiling a 52-69 record in 
his 12 years and 34-38 in 
District Play, making the 
play offs for 6 seasons.  
Crouch was an offensive  
lineman and named one of 
the top 50 All Time football 
players at Louisiana Tech af-
ter being a high school All 
American at Sulphur High 
School in 1971.

Texas A&M’s 24 points 
scored in the fourth period 
Saturday night against North 
Carolina were the most 

scored in the final quarter of 
the Orange Bowl since Okla-
homa did it in 1958.

And speaking of the Ag-
gies’ impressive 41-27 Or-
ange Bowl victory, it gave 
Head Coach Jimbo Fisher a 
3-0 record in a bowl game for 
the Aggies. He had a 5-2 bowl 
record at Florida State.

If the Dallas Cowboys had 
gotten into the 2021 NFL 

playoffs, quarterback Andy 
Dalton would have collected 
a $1 million bonus for the 
feat. 

Tennessee Titans tremen-
dous running back Derrick 
Henry, who went over the 
2,000 rushing yards barrier, 
is only the eighth player in 
NFL history to accomplish 
that feat.

JUST BETWEEN US…I 

don’t know whether it’s a co-
incidence or factual, but 
since I began writing this 
column more than half a 
century ago, it seems that 
our state’s two main 
schools—Texas A&M and 
the University of Texas—
fires their head football 
coach whenever the other 
school is doing well. It just 
happened in Austin Sunday 
when “the big money people” 
decided to get rid of Tom 
Herman, despite having four 
winning seasons but no Big 
12 championships and re-
placing him with Steve Sarki-
sian, who had been head 
coach at Washington and 
Southern Cal. The price for 
making the move was a $15 
million buyout of Herman’s 
contract. The same thing 
happened to Orange native 
R.C. Slocum a couple of de-
cades ago, who was and still 
is the Texas Aggies’ win-
ningest coach. They gave 
him a nice “golden para-
chute,” too, and until this 
season A&M was never a 
team to be reckoned with 
among the nation’s elite col-
lege football teams.

Here to help
life go right.

Bill Nickum LUTCF

Get Better Rates On Your
Home and Auto Insurance

From People You Know
And A Name You Trust.

DONNA GRAY BILL NICKUM CHERYL SQUIRES

1930 Texas Ave. • Bridge City

Call Today For Free Quotes 735-3595

custom window treatments
shades, blinds, shutters, 

draperies & more

911 Green ave
Orange, Texas 77630

www.odilesdesignhouse.com

NEW 
SHOWROOM

COMING SOON!

409.670.0235

Flooring

Rugs 

Luxury Vinyl Plank,
Hardwoods, Laminate,

Tile & Carpet

In-Store, 

Custom Order,

Carpets Bound

Staff Report
For The Record

AUSTIN – The turning of 
the calendar to January sig-
nals the beginning of the 
35th season of the Toyota 
Sharelunker program. The 
year-round Toyota Share-
lunker program offers four 
levels of participation for 
catching bass over 8 pounds 
or 24 inches in Texas.

“We are excited to kick off 
another ShareLunker sea-
son,” said Toyota Sharelunk-
er Program Coordinator Kyle 
Brookshear. “Not only for 
the selective spawning and 
stocking of these world-class 
offspring, but also to help 
gather vital catch and genetic 
data to help our fisheries bi-
ologists better manage tro-
phy bass populations 

throughout the great fisher-
ies of Texas.”

During the first three 
months of the season (Jan. 1 
through March 31), anglers 
who reel in a 13+ pound bass 
can loan it to the Texas Parks 
and Wildlife Department for 
the ShareLunker selective 
breeding and stocking pro-
gram. These anglers can call 
the ShareLunker hotline at 
(903) 681-0550 to report 
their catch 24/7 until April 1, 
2021.

Anglers who catch and do-
nate one of these 13+ lunkers 
earn Legacy Class status, re-
ceive a catch kit filled with 
merchandise, a 13lb+ Legacy 
decal for their vehicle or 
boat, VIP access to the Toyo-
ta ShareLunker Annual 
Awards event and a high-
quality replica of their lunk-

er fish. These anglers will 
also receive entries into two 
separate drawings; a Legacy 
Class Drawing and the year-
end Grand Prize Drawing. 
Both drawings will award 
the winner a $5,000 Bass Pro 
Shops shopping spree and an 
annual fishing license.

Anglers who enter data for 
any lunker they catch greater 
than 8 lbs. or 24 inches dur-
ing the calendar year 2021 
also receive a catch kit, a de-
cal for their vehicle or boat 
and an entry into the year-
end Grand Prize Drawing to 
win a $5,000 Bass Pro Shops 
shopping spree and annual 
fishing license. ShareLunker 
entry classes include the 
Lunker Class (8lb+), Elite 
Class (10lb+), and Legend 
Class (13lb+).

Once a lunker is reeled in, 

anglers need to enter the 
catch data on the Toyota 
ShareLunker mobile app – 
available for free from the 
Apple App Store and Google 

Play – or on the Toyota 
ShareLunker online app at 
TexasSharelunker.com. In 
addition to providing basic 
catch information, anglers 

can also provide a DNA scale 
sample from their lunker 
bass to TPWD researchers 
for genetic analysis.

The Toyota ShareLunker 
Program is made possible in 
part by the generous spon-
sorship of Toyota. Toyota is a 
longtime supporter of Texas 
Parks and Wildlife Founda-
tion and the Texas Parks and 
Wildlife Department, pro-
viding major funding for a 
wide variety of fisheries, 
state parks and wildlife proj-
ects.

Prize donors Bass Pro 
Shops, Lake Fork Taxidermy, 
American Fishing Tackle Co. 
and Stanley Jigs also provide 
additional support for this 
program. For updates on the 
Toyota ShareLunker Pro-
gram, visit facebook.com/
sharelunkerprogram.

Toyota ShareLunker Program launches 35th Season this weekend

KAZ’S FEARLESS FORECAST
2021 NFL “Wild Card” Playoff Games This Weekend

AFC CONFERENCE

•BUFFALO (13-3) over INDIANAPOLIS (11-5) 12:05 
p.m. Sat. at Buffalo (CBS).

•BALTIMORE (11-5) over TENNESSEE (11-5) 12:05 
p.m. Sun. at Tennessee (ABC/ESPN).

• PITTSBURGH (12-4) over CLEVELAND (11-5) 7:15 
p.m. Sun. at Pittsburgh (NBC).

NFC CONFERENCE

• SEATTLE (12-4) over LOS ANGELES RAMS (10-6) 
3:40 p.m. Sat. at Seattle (Fox).

• TAMPA BAY (11-5) over WASHINGTON (7-9) 7:15 
p.m. Sat. at Washington (NBC).

• NEW ORLEANS (12-4) over CHICAGO (8-8) 3:40 
p.m. Sun. at New Orleans (CBS).

Kaz’s Korner From Page 1B
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Olga Kuchment
Texas A&M AgriLife

To control mosquito populations and pre-
vent them from transmitting diseases such as 
malaria, many researchers are pursuing 
strategies in mosquito genetic engineering. A 
new Texas A&M AgriLife Research project 
aims to enable temporary “test runs” of pro-
posed genetic changes in mosquitoes, after 
which the changes remove themselves from 
the mosquitoes’ genetic code.

The project’s first results were published 
on Dec. 28 in Philosophical Transactions of 
the Royal Society B, titled “Making gene 
drive biodegradable.”

Zach Adelman, Ph.D, and Kevin Myles, 
Ph.D., both professors in the Texas A&M 
College of Agriculture and Life Sciences De-
partment of Entomology are the principal in-
vestigators. Over five years, the team will re-
ceive $3.9 million in funding from the Na-
tional Institute of Allergy and Infectious Dis-
eases to test and fine-tune the self-deleting 
gene technology.

“People are wary of transgenes spreading 
in the environment in an uncontrolled man-
ner. We feel that ours is a strategy to poten-
tially prevent that from happening,” Adel-
man said. “The idea is, can we program a 
transgene to remove itself? Then, the gene 
won’t persist in the environment.

“What it really comes down to is, how do 
you test a gene drive in a real-world scenar-
io?” he added. “What if a problem emerges? 

We think ours is one possible way to be able 
to do risk assessment and field testing.”

A crucial target for
mosquito control

Many genetic engineering proposals re-
volve around inserting into mosquitoes a se-
lect set of new genes along with a “gene drive.” 
A gene drive is a genetic component that 
forces the new genes to spread in the popula-
tion.

“A number of high-profile publications 
have talked about using a gene drive to con-
trol mosquitoes, either to change them so 
they can’t transmit malaria parasites any-
more, or to kill off all the females so the pop-
ulation dies out,” Adelman said.

An often-voiced worry is that such genetic 
changes could carry unintended or harmful 
consequences.

One plan makes the cut

In the project’s first publication, the col-
leagues describe three ways for an intro-
duced genetic change to remove itself after a 
designated period of time. The time period 
could, for instance, be 20 generations of mos-
quitoes, or about a year. The team modeled 
how the genes would spread among mosqui-
toes based on generation times and parame-
ters of an average mosquito’s life. Of the three 
methods, the team has chosen one to pursue 

further.
This method takes advantage of a process 

all animals use to repair damaged DNA, 
Adelman said. Inside cell nuclei, repair en-
zymes search for repeated genetic sequences 
around broken DNA strands. The repair en-
zymes then delete what’s between the re-
peats, he said.

So, Adelman and Myles’ team plans to test 
in fruit flies and mosquitoes a gene drive, a 
DNA-cutting enzyme and a small repeat of 
the insect’s own DNA.

Once the introduced enzyme cuts the 
DNA, the insect’s own repair tools should 
jump into action. The repair tools will cut 
out the genes for the gene drive and the other 
added sequences. At least, that’s what should 
happen in theory.

Failure is not just an option, 
it’s part of the plan

The team has already started lab work to 
test different gene drives and determine how 
long they last in flies and mosquitoes. The 
goal is to see a gene drive spread rapidly 
through a lab insect population. After a few 
generations, the added genes should disap-
pear and the population should again consist 
of wild-type individuals.

“We assigned various rates of failure for 
how often the mechanism does not work as 
expected,” Adelman said. “The models pre-
dict that even with a very high rate of failure, 
if it succeeds just 5% of the time, that’s still 
enough to get rid of the transgene.”

“Everybody Reads The Record!”
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Dollar-For-Dollar Your Best Buy
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TheRecordLive.com

Advertise In
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$3.9M project on self-deleting genes takes aim at mosquito-borne diseases
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Little Cypress-Mauricev-
ille Athletic Director and 
Head Football Coach Randy 
Crouch has announced his 
intentions to retire at the end 
of the 2020-2021 school year. 
According to Crouch, “After 
playing or coaching for 55 
years, it’s time. I want to 
thank Little Cypress-Mau-
riceville for the opportunity 
to be the AD and Head 
Coach for the past twelve 
years and for the four years I 
spent as an Assistant Coach. 
The support here is wonder-
ful.” He also thanked LCM 
Superintendent Stacey Bris-
ter for the leadership that she 

has provided and is also ap-
preciative of Dr. Pauline 
Hargrove, who is the retired 
Superintendent who hired 
him. Crouch also wants to 
recognize his wife, Dewan-
na, who has been so support-
ive through the years.

 Coach Crouch was an As-
sistant Coach with LCM 
from 1994-1998, prior to go-
ing to WOS as Offensive 
Line Coach with the Mus-
tangs. He returned to LCM 
in 2008 as Athletic Director 
and Head Football Coach for 
the Battlin’ Bears. “The older 
you get, you realize how im-
portant it is to impact stu-
dents in the right way, and 
LCM is great at that,” he said. 
“I do hope that I am leaving 
the program better than it 

was when I got here.” Bears 
have made the playoffs six of 
those twelve years under the 
leadership of Coach Crouch.

 Randy Crouch has had nu-

merous awards and recogni-
tions through the years, in-
cluding being named Coach 
of the Year by the Southeast 
Texas Coaches Association. 
He was also named to 
the  Bulldog Football All-
Century Team in August of 
2001, honoring the 50 great-
est players from the first 100 
years of Louisiana Tech foot-
ball and the 50th Anniversa-
ry team along with Terry 
Bradshaw, Roger Carr, John 
Causey and other notable 
standouts.

Superintendent Stacey 
Brister had this to say about 
him. “Coach Crouch has 
made a tremendous impact 
on our students, staff, and 
the community throughout 
the years. I appreciate all 
that he has given to our Dis-
trict to better our athletic 
programs.  He has been an 
outstanding role model for 
our students and coaching 
staff. We will miss him and 
wish him the very best in his 
retirement.“

Beloved Coach Randy Crouch to retire

(StatePoint) As we head 
into 2021, adults and kids 
alike may still be enjoying 
the excitement of digital de-
vices received as gifts over 
the holidays. However, the 
new year is always a great 
time for a reset, so alongside 
those new devices, consider 
adopting some new digital 
habits.

Here are some great ideas 
for helping your family build 
healthier relationships with 
their digital devices:

• Get healthy: Not all 
screen time is wasted time. 
You can use your device in 
positive, productive ways 
that help your family work 
toward improved physical 
health. For example, a steps 
counter might encourage 
your family to move more or 
even take up running, while 
a yoga app can help guide 
your family through quick 
routines you can practice 
from the comfort of home.

• Get smart: Likewise, the 
members of your family can 
use their devices to exercise 
their minds. Encourage ev-
eryone to let their smart-
phones and tablets double 
function as e-readers, and to 
download apps that teach 
new skills and build knowl-
edge. You can even try set-
ting a goal as a family, such 
as learning a new language 
using the same app.

• Schedule digital down-
time: Too much screen time 
is associated with poor qual-
ity sleep, increased anxiety 
and a range of other physical 
and mental health concerns, 
so be sure each day includes 
digital downtime. This is es-
pecially important if your 
family is working and learn-
ing from home right now. 
Make the most of these 
screen-free blocks by engag-
ing in active play, moving, 
getting fresh air or spending 
quality time together.

Adopt Healthier Digital
Habits in 2021

Little Cypress-Mauriceville Battlin’ Bear Head Coach Randy Crouch lines out the offense during a 
practice session in 2015.                                                            RECORD FILE PHOTO: Lawrence Trimm
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HARRY’S APPLI-
ANCES - Used appli-
ances starting at 
$99.95, 302 10th. St. 
(10th. & main) Or-
ange, We also buy 
used appliances, Call 
or come by 409-886-
4111.
 

For Rent 3 bedroom, 
2 bath in Orange.  
409-670-6166

1 & 2 BR Houses for 
Rent in  the Orange /  
Little Cypress area.  
All bills paid, appli-
ances  & A/C includ-
ed. No deposit.  Please 
call 409-330-1641 or 
409-988-9336.

Free Scrap metal re-
moval.  Do you have 
any old appliances?  
We will haul them 
away at no charge.    
Please call or text us 
at 409-330-1422

FOR  REN T

A P P L I A N C E S

• Garage Sales
• Birthdays
• For Sale 

• Weddings
• Rentals

• Memorials
• Services  

• Engagements
 

THE RECORD
Community Classifieds

Call 735-5305
• Penny Record Office: 333 West Roundbunch, Bridge City

• County Record Office: 320 Henrietta, Orange
Note: Offices Closed On Wednesday

•  Just $10 For A 30 Word Ad In Both Papers And The Web
•  Classified Newspaper Deadline: Monday 5 P.M. For Upcoming Issue
•  You Can Submit Your Ad ANYTIME Online At TheRecordLive.com

Your ads published in both newspapers,
the County Record and the Penny Record
plus on our web site TheRecordLive.com

Great Rates & Better Quality, Guarenteed.

Thibeaux’s
Lawn Service

Call for free bids

409-679-3748 
Troy Thibeaux

ORANGE’S OLDEST HOMETOWN APPLIANCE DEALER                            

 HARRY’S
APPLIANCE & SERVICE, INC.

• FREEZERS • DISHWASHERS 
• REFRIGERATORS • WASHERS & DRYERS

• RANGES • AIR CONDITIONERS
We sell parts for all major brands - We service what we sell!

    409•886•4111302 10th St.
Orange

FREE LOCAL 
DELIVERY

SI NC E  19 6 3

Stakes Electric
“GENERAC GENERATORS”

COMMERCIAL • RESIDENTIAL
OLD HOMES • LED UPGRADES

ALL UNDERGROUND

409-749-4873
Licensed

Customer: #25151  Master: #14161

TRACTOR 
WORK

• Bush Hogging  

• Water 

• Dirt & Shell  

  • Sewer

• Electrical  

• Digging Services

LOCAL
409-670-2040

NOTICE: Vehicle stored at 
Gilbeaux’s Towing and 

Transport Inc. 058449  VSF

16527 Hwy 62 S. 
Orange, TX 77630
PH (409) 886-0007

Total charges cannot be 
computed until the vehicle 
is claimed, storage charges 
will accrue daily until the 
vehicle is released. Must 
demonstrate proof of own-
ership and pay current 

charges to claim vehicle..
www.tdlr.texas.gov

Vin#3GCPCNECXGG370402
16 CHEV
Owed $751.27 
Vin#1B7HC16Y3RS506209
94 DODGE
Owed $357.20
Vin#3H3V532C6CT186412
12 HYUNDAI
Owed $648.48

SERV ICE S

HELP 
WANTED

FULL TIME &
PART TIME

GROCERY STOCKERS
GROCERY CHECKERS 

- DELI WORKERS

APPLY IN PERSON 
ONLY  - NO PHONE 

CALLS PLEASE!

K-DAN”S
SUPER FOODS _ 

9604 FM 105

DANNY’S SUPER FOODS

2003 Western

NOTICE TO
CREDITORS

NOTICE TO
CREDITORS

A N N O U N C E M E N T S

BIRTHS  •  ENGAGEMENTS  •   WEDDINGS 

  MEMORIALS   • ADOPTIONS 

Please call us at 409-735-5305 or 409-886-7183

American 
Legion Post 49

Hall Rentals
Call for info @
409-886-1241

AA meetings are be-
ing offered on Tues-
day (open) and Thurs-
day (closed) mornings 
at 9:30 am at Good 
Shepherd Lutheran 
Church, located at 
945 W. Roundbunch 
Road, Bridge City.    
For more informa-
tion, please call or 
text at 409-221-0704 
or email  lola-

bell.102360@gmail.
com.

Al-Anon can help if 
someone close to you 
has a drinking prob-
lem. Al-Anon meets 
Sundays & Wednes-
days, 7:00 p.m., North 
Orange Baptist 
Church, 4775 N. 16th 
St. (Rear), Orange, TX 
77632.  Call Angela at 

474-2171 or Jane at 
409-670-2887 for 
more info. Calls are 
kept Confidential.

The Dementia Care 
Givers’ Support 
Group meets at St. 
Francis of Assisi 
Catholic Church, 
Canticle Building, 
4300 Meeks Drive in 
Orange on the follow-

ing days and times: 
Second Wednesday of 
every month at 10:00 
a.m., and Second 
Thursday of every 
month at 6:30 pm.

Bridge City / Or-
angefield Ministerial 

Alliance has moved to 
their temporary loca-
tion at  Fellowship 
Baptist in Bridge City 
located at 1965 Miller 
Dr. (Off 408) in Bridge 
City.   For more infor-
mation please call us 
at 409-735-8296.

“Everybody Reads
The Record!”

In Print
And

Online Now

VISIT US!

NOTICE TO
CREDITORS
Notice is hereby 

given that original 
Letters Testamentary  
for the Estate of 
DONNIE L. SMITH,   
Deceased, were 
issued on the 
DECEMBER 21, 
2020, Cause No. 
P18863, pending in 
the County Court 
at Law of Orange 
County, Texas, to: 
DONNA HOWLAND.

All persons having 
claims against this 
Estate which is cur-
rently being adminis-
tered are required to 
present them to the 
undersigned within 
the time and in the 
manner prescribed 
by law.

c/o:  Tommy Gunn
Attorney at Law
202 S. Border Street
Orange, TX 77630

Dated the 29th day of
December, 2020.

Tommy Gunn
Tommy Gunn    
Attorney for: 
Donna Howland
State Bar No.: 
08623700 202 
S. Border Street                                                         
Orange, TX 77630
Phone: (409)882-9990
Fax: (409)882-0613
Email:tommy@gunn-
law.org

Notice is hereby 
given that original 
Letters Testamentary 
for the Estate of 
HARLOWE J. WRIGHT 
aka HARLOWE JEAN 
WRIGHT,  Deceased, 
were issued on 
DECEMBER 9, 2020, 
in Cause No. P18899, 
pending in the County 
Court at Law of Orange 
County, Texas, to: 
RANDOLPH JOSEPH 
WRIGHT.

All persons having 
claims against this 
Estate which is cur-
rently being adminis-
tered are required to 
present them to the 
undersigned within the 
time and in the manner 
prescribed by law.

c/o:  
James R. Dunaway
Attorney at Law
P.O. Box 100
Orange, TX 
77631-0100

Dated the  16th day 
of December, 2020.

James R. Dunaway

James R. Dunaway
Attorney for:
Randolph Joseph Wright

State Bar No.: 
06208000 
P.O. Box 100                                                        
Orange, TX 77631-
0100
jrdunaway@sbc-
global.net

B U S I N E S S  CA R D  L I S T I N G S   409•886•7183 or 409•735•5305

Notice is hereby 
given that original 
Letters Testamentary 
for the Estate 
of RUSSELL R. 
FITZPATRICK aka 
RUSSELL RAY 
F I T Z P A T R I C K ,  
Deceased, were 
issued on DECEMBER 
11, 2020, in Cause No. 
P18839, pending in 
the County Court at 
Law of Orange County, 
Texas, to: DONIS L. 
FITZPATRICK.

All persons having 
claims against this 
Estate which is cur-
rently being adminis-
tered are required to 
present them to the 
undersigned within the 
time and in the manner 
prescribed by law.

c/o:  
James R. Dunaway
Attorney at Law
P.O. Box 100
Orange, TX 
77631-0100

Dated the  29th 
day of December, 
2020.

James R. Dunaway

James R. Dunaway
Attorney for:
Donis L. Fitzpatrick

State Bar No.: 
06208000 
P.O. Box 100                                                        
Orange, TX 77631-
0100
jrdunaway@sbc-
global.net


