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County taps HOT fund for fishing tourney
Economic Development Corporation, said the event
could bring from 100 to 250
two-person fishing teams to
town, according to organizers.
“It’s a way for collegiate
anglers to qualify for the
Elite Series,” she said.

The
Greater
Orange
Chamber of Commerce hosted the Bassmaster Elite tournament in April. It drew a record crowd of more than
40,000 for the three-day
event, most for any Bassmaster Elite event, according to
organizers.

The original ask Hill
brought to commissioners
was for $41,000.
Asked if the City of Orange’s HOT fund had been
requested to participate,
Leigh Anne Dallas, the city’s
Event Manager, explained
the city did not consider

funding requests beyond its
annual application period.
In the absence of County
Judge John Gothia, Judge
Pro-Tem Johnny Trahan
helmed the 45-minute meetCOUNTY BUSINESS Page 3A

Designing students brighten schoolmates’ day
DAVE ROGERS
For The Record

Lisa McCaig, front left, and Joe Szewczyk from the Texas Association of Counties present a plaque the 2020 Excellence in Safety Award to Orange County Risk Management Director Missy
Pillsbury, center, at Tuesday’s meeting of the Orange County
Commissioners Court.
RECORD PHOTO: Dave Rogers

DAVE ROGERS
For The Record

Orange is set to host a couple hundred college bass
fishing teams July 8-10 in the
Texas B.A.S.S. Nation Sabine
River fishing tournament.
County
Commissioners
approved a $15,000 payment

from the Hotel Occupancy
Tax fund to pay the host fee.
The tournament, based at
Orange Boat Ramp, is a lastchance qualifier for the Carhartt BASSmaster National
Championship in August.
Jessica Hill, Executive Director of the Orange County

Rising tax
values vex
payers, payees
DAVE ROGERS
For The Record

So you’ve always wanted to
live in a $200,000 home. Or a
half-million dollar home.
This could be your lucky
year.
You’d love to sell it for top
dollar when it’s time. But,
meanwhile, that value is way
over what you want to pay
taxes on.
Tax values are up across
the state of Texas this year
and Orange County is no exception.
Scott Overton, Chief Appraiser for the Orange County Appraisal District, said
preliminary tax values were
up an average of 16 percent
over last year.
But those values aren’t final, he was quick to say.
Taxpayers have until June
1, 30 days after their appraised values were mailed
to them, to file a protest. Information on how is available
on the OCAD website, orangecad.net .
“We have a few different
options to file a protest,”
Overton said. “You can mail
it to the office. You can email
it to the office, or you can go
to our online protest portal
and file it online.”
This is the time of year
when all elected government

officials try to explain to
their constituents that they
do not set the tax values.
That is done by appraisers
who work in the county appraisal district office, based
on the condition of your
home on Jan. 1, 2021.
You could go farther and
say that they’re set by new
homebuyers and real estate
agents who know how to get
top dollar for your neighbor’s
old house.
“We look at the sales data
from prior years and based
on what the home market is
doing,” Overton said.
A lot of elected officials
pass the blame to the Appraisal District Board, saying
they have nothing to do with
the values.
And, while elected officials
do, in fact, elect the Appraisal District Boards, board
members have no direct say
on property values.
Their primary job is to
hire the Chief Appraiser and
make sure he runs his office
by the book. But they also appoint the Appraisal Review
Board, the folks who hear the
protests, consider the evidence and issue the final valuation.
One of the top officials in
Orange County told me reRISING TAX VALUES Page 3A

Students in Bridge City
High School’s floral design
classes stay busy yearround.
“We do all the flowers for
school,” instructor Debbie
Gregg said. “Any time
there’s a big dance, we do
the presentational flowers.
“It starts in the fall with
homecoming flowers and
we finish up with graduation.”
But for the last couple of
weeks, Gregg’s students
have been tending to a new
project – one for some,
that’s sadly all too meaningful.
The 60 students in BC’s
four floral design classes
each put together one or
more arrangements to acknowledge that May is Mental
Health
Awareness
Month.
Tuesday, they placed the
vases full of flowers on tables in the school cafeteria
and library, along with cards
to remind fellow students
that help is available.
“Teen suicide is a lot more
common
than
people
think,” Whitleigh Moreau, a
second-year floral design
student, said.
“Mental health is big. I’m
glad we can bring attention
to the cause,” said Cameryn
Church, another student.
The project was the idea
of one of the Bridge City

students. A couple of other
students in class Tuesday
said they were inspired to
take part because they or
their family members suffered from depression or
other mental health issues.
“Different flowers, when
they come together as an arrangement,
can
really
spread joy,” Kaylee Palermo,
another student, said.
The cost for the arrangements was paid by an
AWARE Grant, a program
run by the Region 5 Educational Service Center.
AWARE stands for Advancing Wellness and Resiliency Education, explains
Lynda Willie, Region 5’s
community program manager in charge of AWARE.
“Our focus is on positive
mental well-being,” she said.
“High school is when kids
are finding their identity
and with the influence of
social media and COVID, a
lot of today’s students have a
negative self-image.
“We’re able to bring resources to Bridge City to educate the students, their
families and the school staff
on signs and symptoms to
watch for.”
Amber Phelps accompanied Willie to view the students’ work as it was being
set up on the tables.
“We provide resources so
the district can do a lot of
training,” she said. “We have
two mental health therapists and we service all the

Floral Design students at Bridge City High School prepared
more than 60 arrangements – one for each table in the cafeteria
and library – to mark May as Mental Health Awareness Month.
Pictured above is sophomore Marisa Sota with one of the 60 floral arrangements designed in Debbie Gregg’s class at BCHS.

schools in the district.
“Teachers, based on what
they’ve learned, if they detect signs or symptoms, can
refer students. Students can
get outside help for free, do
teletherapy, or in-school
therapy.
“And not just students,
but staff and family mem-

bers as well.”
Gregg joined her students
in a sense of accomplishment.
“Hopefully, by bringing
awareness, if we can save
one kid from hurting themself, it would be an awesome
thing.”

Lady Card alum earns SLC softball honors
LARRY JOHNSON
For The Record

Bridge City alum Kassidy
Wilbur was named Southland Conference Player of
the Year and Pitcher of the
Year after leading Stephen F.
Austin’s softball team to the
conference title.
She went into this week’s
play with the most wins – 29
– of any pitcher in NCAA
Division I.
A junior who led BC to
four straight district championships and was a threetime District 24-4A Most
Valuable Player, Wilbur
etched her name in the SFA
record books in 2021.
She posted a 29-4 record
across 40 appearances, 31 of
them starts. She pitched 21

Wilbur

complete games and 13 shutouts.
Her 0.86 earned run average, 212.2 innings pitched,
253 strikeouts and .171 average for opponents were all
conference-leading marks.
The right-hander was a
four-time Southland Confer-

ence Pitcher of the Week selection, including the final
three weeks in April.
Her 29 wins set a school
record.
The Ladyjacks, 34-10 overall after starting 1-7, are
playing this week in the
Southland Conference postseason tournament in Hammond, Louisiana. They received a first-round bye.
At Bridge City, Wilbur
combined for a pitching record of 45-10 her final two
years and slugged 22 home
runs those seasons.
Her fourth Pitcher of the
Week honor came after a
pair of shutouts against second-place Central Arkansas.
She held the Bears to a .102
batting average, striking out
a total of 18 batters in 14 in-

CMYK

nings of work.
The week before, she
picked up three wins in a
sweep over Northwestern
Louisiana State. She compiled a 0.56 ERA across two
starts and a relief appearance, twirling two complete
game shutouts and striking
out 14 batters across 16.1 innings of work.
A three-game sweep of
Texas A&M-Corpus Christi
started Wilbur’s streak of
three straight Pitcher of the
Weeks awards and gave SFA
a school record 14-game win
streak.
She breezed batters for 24
strikeouts over 20 innings,
starting and earning all
three victories over the Islanders, two complete games.
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My 5-Cents . . .
By State Senator Robert Nichols
At the end of this week, we’ll
only have three weeks left in
this year’s legislative session.
These last three weeks are
some of the most intense
weeks, with long hours and
lots of bills to read.
A number of deadlines begin
to crop up during this time.
For example, May 26th is the
last day for the Senate to consider all bills and joint resolutions, whether they originated
Sen. Robert Nichols
in the House or Senate. We adjourn Sine Die, the last day of session, a penalty.
on May 31st.
Here are five things happening
around your state:

1. Comptroller releases
update to Biennial Revenue
Estimate
This week, Texas Comptroller Glenn
Hegar released an updated projection of
the state funds available for the current
biennium and the next biennium. Both
estimates increased, with the current
biennium finishing with an added $725
million and the next with an added $3
billion.
The $3 billion increase for the next
biennium’s budget brings it to a total of
$116 billion available. These estimates
do not include any federal funds available to the state, including any of the
federal coronavirus relief funds sent to
Texas.
We’re currently hard at work hammering out the details of next biennium’s budget and shoring up the final
touches on the current biennium’s budget. The Comptroller’s initial estimate
in January for this biennium had the
state suffering a $1 billion shortfall due
to the COVID-19 pandemic. So, the updated estimates are welcome news.

2. Senate sends prescription
drug price transparency bill
to Governor’s desk
The Texas Senate voted unanimously
to pass House Bill 1033 this week. Senator Kelly Hancock sponsored the legislation that would protect consumers
from bad actors seeking to obscure pre-

scription drug prices
or increase prices for
life-saving medication.
This bill requires pharmaceutical companies
to report the cost of
prescription drugs, including the research
and development costs,
to the Texas Department of State Health
Services
annually.
Manufacturers that do
not comply will receive

3. Senate
Resolution asking PUC to
lower price caps passes
Senate
This week the Texas Senate passed
Senator Schwertner’s resolution that
asks the Public Utility Commission to
significantly reduce the high systemwide offer cap and evaluate changes to
the market structure. Many Texans received massive electricity bills after
Winter Storm Uri hit.
That was due to the PUC issuing an
order directing ERCOT to start using
the high system-wide offer cap that
raised the cap for energy prices to
$9,000 per megawatt hour. This was the
highest price cap in the nation and it remained in place for four days. Utilities
and retail electric providers were
charged at that rate and face billions of
dollars in charges after the storm.
In an effort to avoid future situations
that may produce the same results, the
Senate is urging the PUC to reduce the
max rate that utilities and retail electric
providers can be charged during a high
system-wide offer cap.

4. Senate passes House Bil
l 139 to help military
spouses, veterans
When active duty military and their
families move to one of the many bases
in Texas, their spouses can have a difficult time transitioning their occupational licenses from out of state. One
such barrier is some licenses require the
licensee to be a resident of the state of

Texas. House Bill 139 seeks to aid military spouses by expediting the process
for them to acquire Texas residency for
purposes of attaining an occupational
license or educator certification.
This provision will also apply to any
military veterans who have recently
moved to Texas and need their residency expedited to get an license.

5. Senate Bill 1063 would
allow students to take
personal finance class
Currently, high school students are
required to take an economics course,
but that course doesn’t typically cover
personal financial planning or financial
literacy. This session Senator Alvarado
introduced legislation that would
change that.
Senate Bill 1063 would allow school
districts to offer and high school students to take a hybrid course that would
consist of both economics and personal
financial literacy. Students taking this
course would fulfill the existing economics credit requirement.
This course would teach students
about money, investing, securing
wealth, and navigating other important
financial matters. Many students graduate without an understanding of what
investing means or what credit is or
how it works.
This class would give students the
freedom financial literacy brings and
empower them to be financially independent after graduation. Senate Bill
1063 passed the Senate unanimously
and is currently working it’s way
through the House.

Dorman Cemetery
Clean Up scheduled
for this Saturday
A cleanup is scheduled for Dorman
Cemetery, off Tulane Rd., on Saturday,
May 15 at 8 am. Please bring mowers,
weed eaters, blowers, clippers, rakes
and garbage bags. Drinks and snacks
will be provided. Call Brenda at 409920-6202, Donna at 409-779-0281 or
James at 409-543-6495 if you have any
questions.
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Rising tax values

Students in Bridge City’s floral design classes carry their arrangements into Bridge City
High School’s cafeteria and library Tuesday. Their project was sponsored by Region 5 ESC
to mark Mental Health Awareness Month.

cently the tax values are determined by the Texas Comptroller deciding how much money
the state needs to operate for
the next two years. Overton
didn’t totally discount that.
“The comptroller does a
property value study every two
years, and our values were on
the low end, based on what
they’re selling for,” OCAD’s
boss said. “We have to increase
the appraisals to get back to
market value.”
Appeals of property valuation
are in order if you’re being valued for more square footage
than your house has, or say you
discover you’re getting valued
for a swimming pool you removed years ago. If similar
homes in your neighborhood
aren’t selling for what yours is
valued for, protest.
But take documents to back
up your claims. Photos, maybe.
Dated photos.
Overton says the first step
should be what he calls “an informal appeal,” a phone call or
personal visit to the OCAD office to discuss the case with the
county appraisers.
Often, favorable resolutions
are as easy as an informal appeal. And the success of ARB
appeals is high.
Speaking of values, the
OCAD website calls attention
to a printing error in the Notice
of Appraised Value that omitted the Homestead Cap amount.

By law, the taxable value of a
homestead property can only
increase by 10 percent from one
year to the next.
So that website note tells you
to go deeper into the OCAD
website and access the Homestead Cap for your property.
The “Assessed Value” is
where the rubber meets the
road. It’s the value that a property owner will be taxed on, the
Appraised Value less exemptions such as homestead, over
65 or disabled.
Most of the 22 taxing entities
that are members of OCAD
have different types of exemptions.
Overton reminds that homes
that had damage from last year’s
Hurricanes Laura still unrepaired on Jan. 1 are due adjustments on their 2021 valuations,
if “they can show us what damage they had on January 1.”
The frequency of national disaster storms in Southeast Texas is one reason the increase for
2021 is so high. Many area
homes were not fully valued in
2020 because of damage done
by Tropical Storm Imelda in
2019.
“The market is pretty high in
Orange County,” Overton said.
“We’ve had some new construction built, but we’ve had a lot of
property sold since the storms.
“And a lot of them remodeled.”
So, how much will taxes – the

County business

Winners of the Little Cypress Intermediate Fifth Grade Art Contest were announced by Fine
Arts teachers Mallory Maunder. First Place went to Layal Cloudy (pictured above), Second
to Asora Rahman, Third to Lilah Walker, and Fourth to Mikayla Merritt. Students were allowed to select the medium and subject for their art work.

ing.
Commissioners named Jennifer Haney, Orange County
Social Services Caseworker to
be Orange County Public
Health Director.
Joel Ardoin, County Emergency Management Coordinator, said the county needed to
establish its own Public Health
Department and the first step
was naming a Public Health Director.
“I think COVID definitely exposed the need for a Public

From Page 1

amount you have to pay by Jan.
31, 2022 – go up?
It seems certain that most tax
rates – rates, set by cities, school
districts and the county, times
assessed value equals your tax
bill -- will go down.
But the amount the taxpayer
writes on his annual check to
the Tax Assessor-Collector
(who then distributes it to all
the entities) will most likely go
up at a somewhat inverse rate.
Governments expect to feel
the squeeze.
“The State Legislature has
capped how much we can increase property tax revenue,”
Orange City Manager Mike
Kunst said.
“So if the values go up, the tax
rate has to go down. What that
may be or may not be, we do not
know at this point.
“We can only by law only increase our property tax revenue
without an election 3.5 percent
and we’ve all got to keep in
mind as we see in the general
economy right now, everything
is going up.”
School districts and counties
have different ways to figure
out their cap in revenue “without an election,” but the bottom
line’s the same.
“Costs are going up,” Kunst
said. “So even if we have more
revenue, if the costs go up, we
are capped on the things that
we can buy. So it’s a concern.”

From Page 1

Health Department,” Trahan
said.
“For today, we’ll just add that
to Jennifer’s title,” he said when
Human Resources Director
Lori Ardoin asked. “At budget
time this summer, we’ll make
changes” to salary, etc.
Commissioners
approved
$1.5 million in checks paid out,
including $277,000 to Texas
Association of Counties for a
year’s worth of liability insurance and $103,000 to TAC for
medical, dental and life insur-

CMYK

ance for county retirees under
65 for the month of May.
Coincidentally, TAC named
Orange County one of only 11
counties in Texas to receive its
Excellence in Safety Award for
2020.
The Sheriff ’s Office was approved to spend Treasury Forfeiture Budget funds for
$125,000 to purchase a van, a
truck and an SUV to replace
worn out vehicles and $4,300
for a finger print magnifier.
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TURNING BACK THE HANDS OF TIME
10 Years Ago-2011

From The Creaux’s Nest
TIME SLIPS AWAY
Here we are already coming to May 19. A month ago we
set this date for our next Wednesday Lunch Bunch gathering so mark your calendar for next week. We had planned
to have a special guest but the Texas Legislature is still in
session until May 29, then after a few days off, will go into
special session. We will probably still have a surprise or
two. Everyone is invited. We hope everyone has had at
least one vaccine shot. If not, please get one. The Bunch
will gather at Robert’s, 12 noon. Ya’ll come and bring a
friend. I have a long way to go. I hope you will hop on board
and come along. I promise it won’t do you no harm, just
maybe sting a little.

WE HAVE LOST TWO WWII
LOCAL HEROES
Now all in their 90’s, hundreds of Veterans are dying
daily Athanase “Junior” Benoit, age 91, died May 6, 2021.
Benoit, one of 18 children, forged his dad’s name and enlisted in the Navy at age 14. His mother sent him a 15th
birthday card at his base and that got him caught. After
being thrown out of the Navy, he did a three-year hitch in
the United States Air Force. He then joined the Army during the Korean War. He was a mortarman for the Third
Infantry. He was blown into the Sea of Japan and woke up
on Christmas Day, 1950, on a hospital ship. After his discharge he returned to the Golden Triangle. He settled in
Bridge City in 1981, installing a flag pole and a Red, White
and Blue Replica Cannon on his front yard on Ferry Drive.
Benoit was a proud American. Funeral service will be held
Sunday, May 16.*****Eugene Goudeau, age 96, of Orange,
passed away May 2, 2021. Eugene was proud of serving his
country during World War II, enlisting in the Navy and
spending three years in the Pacific campaign against the
Japanese as gunner’s mate on the USS Dyson, a destroyer
built in Orange. He even kept in touch with his shipmates
over the years. He, as well as “Junior” Benoit, often attended the Lunch Bunch gatherings. These two heroes will
be missed. We are grateful for their service. Please see
obituaries.

FROM LIZ CHENEY’S OP-ED
GOP VOTES TO DUMP HER
History is at a turning point, and history is watching us
Liz Cheney
In a public statement again last week, former president
Donald Trump has repeated his claims that the 2020 election was a fraud and was stolen. His message: “I am still
the rightful president and President Joe Biden is illegitimate.” Trump repeats these words now with full knowledge that exactly this type of language provoked violence
on Jan. 6. Trump’s language can provoke violence again.
Trump is seeking to unravel critical elements of our constitutional structure that make democracy work—confidence in the result of elections and the rule of law. No other American president has ever done that.
House Republican leader Kevin McCarthy left no doubt
in his public remark. On the floor of the House on Jan. 13,
McCarthy said: “The president bears responsibility for the
attack on Congress by mob rioters. He should have immediately denounced the mob when he saw what was unfolding.” Now, McCarthy has changed his story.
Principles matter
I am a conservative Republican, and the most conservative of conservative values is reverence for the rule of law.
Each of us swears an oath before God to uphold our Constitution. The Electoral College has spoken. More than 60
state and federal courts, including multiple Trump appointed judges, have rejected his arguments and refused to
overturn election results. That is the rule of law; that is our
constitutional system for resolving claims of election
fraud.
Trump has never expressed remorse or regret for the attack of Jan. 6 and now suggests that our elections and our
legal and constitutional system cannot be trusted to do the
will of the people.
Party over personality
Finally, we Republicans need to stand for genuinely
conservative principles and steer away from the dangerous
and anti-democratic Trump cult of personality. In our
hearts, we are devoted to the American miracle. We believe in the rule of law, in limited government, in a strong
national defense, and in propensity and opportunity
brought by low taxes and fiscally conservative policies.
History is watching.
Our children are watching. We must be brave enough to
defend the basic principles that underpin and protect our
freedom and our democratic process. I am committed to
doing that, no matter what the short-term political consequence might be.
Editor’s note: Cheney losing her position as the thirdranking House Republican will cause more than just a major shakeup in GOP congressional leadership. It further signaled the party’s interest in keeping Trump and his wing of
the GOP front and center.

Dr. Jimmy Howell, Orange’s renowned heart surgeon,
holds the record for doing more heart by-pass procedures.
He worked with Dr. DeBakey on the first heart transplant.
The latest Orangeite, and there have been many for Howell to work on, is Judge Pat Clark. A few years ago, he
cared for Roy Dunn but found out his heart was black.
(Just kidding Roy.)*****Baseball coach Marc Jones, of
Bridge City, has accepted a position with the Katy School
District. (Editor’s note: As far as we know, over the last
dozen years, he is till there and having great
success.)*****Josh Gray, outstanding pitcher for LC-M, has
accepted a baseball scholarship from Lamar. Coach Gilligan is very high on him. He’s the son of Connie and
coach Mike Gray.*****Richard Peterson, owner of A-1
Plumbing, is recovering from a heart attack.*****Britt
Godwin and his black buddy Al White, have a new record
out.*****Suzanne Halliburton is a sports writer for
the Austin American Statesman.The LC-M grad wrote
her first sports columns for the Opportunity Valley
News. Since than, she’s covered the Dallas Cowboys. The
last story she wrote was the day coach Tom Landry was
fired by Jerry Jones. Suzanne covered all of Lance Armstrong’s “Tour de France” races and has traveled the
globe.***** Bruce Aven, former standout at West OrangeStark, was passed over many times in the 1994 major
league draft before Cleveland picked him up in the 30th
round. He made his way through the minors, constantly in
the top five in batting, home runs, runs scored, RBI’s and
extra base hits. In 1997, he got on the major league roster
for the first time. He hit for the cycle and had seven RBI’s
in his first start in spring training against Florida. Cleveland had an all star outfielder. In 1998, after undergoing
shoulder surgery, Bruce’s season was over before it began.
The Florida Marlins, who never forgot what Bruce had
done to them, picked him up in the fall. He turned 27 in
March, and now leads the Marlins with a .387 average and
is second in RBI’s. Last Friday night, in Los Angeles he hit
a grand slam winning homerun, in front of a sellout crowd
of 54,000 in Dodger Stadium, to win, 6-3. The LA Times
headline read “No safe Aven for Dodgers.” It was the first
pinch-hit grand slam in team history. His homer also
snapped the Marlin’s eight game losing streak. (Editor’s
note: Bruce, along with Jay Canizaro, were Ronnie Anderson’s boys at West Orange Stark. Both made it to the
majors. Ever since high school Bruce had to battle being
overlooked. He was on his way to super stardom in the majors when injuries sidelined him. Nagging injuries, with
the Giants, didn’t allow Jay to be the big star he could have
been.***** Everybody’s friend, Shannon Messer, 89, fell in
the bathroom and broke his back and shattered some
bones. Houston doctors decided not to operate. Shannon is staying with a daughter in Sulphur. He’s a prince of
a guy.*****Our buddy Nancy Vincent had a knee procedure done last week. She’s not kicking very high today but
she won’t stay down long. What a gal.*****Bin Laden’s medicine chest contained a good amount of herbal Viagra. I suspect he needed every ounce of it with three wives
in the same house. One wife, a 27-year-old beauty never
left the bedroom. It still amazes me how he got away for
nearly 10 years, traveling with three wives and a dozen
kids, plus he was 6 foot, 4 inches tall. The average male in
the area is 5 foot, 7 inches. Pakistan says we can’t kill anymore of our enemies in their country so they will draw Al
Queda members like flies to home-brew. A safe
haven.*****Maria Shriver and Arnold Schwarzenegger
are splitting after 25 years and four kids. A rumor started
a few months ago after her mother Eunice Shriver died,
that the marriage was on the rocks. They will split a lot of
money. I don’t’ understand it but most often when couples
split after 20 to 25 years, one or the other gets to thinking
life
is
passing
them
by.*****Congrats
to WO-S and LC-M trackers who qualified for the state
track meet this weekend. West Orange-Stark ranked first
at regionals in the 200 meters, with a 21.54. They ranked
first in the 400-meter relay and were second in the 800-meter relays. They are Ed Ivory, Phillip Jones, Justin Thomas and Mark Roberts. Ivory will also run the 100 meters
and Thomas will run the 200. Little Cypress-Mauriceville will send Hayden Reed in both shot put and discus in
Class 4-A and Alex Sezar will run in both the 100 and
200-meters.*****Special folks we know celebrating birthdays: Four great elderly people we know marking their special day are, Charles Webb, the old skier, Imogene McKinney, election judge, Ann Bryant, the longest serving
school teacher in county history and a very special birthday wish to Inez Turner who turns 102. Also celebrating
are our friends Judge Pat Clark, Nancy Chenella, Sam
Lucia, pretty Deborah Ellender and Angelea
Breaux.*****FaceBook friends celebrating are Jeff Fledderjohn, Ronda Savoy, Bryan Boldt Sr., Jeremy Chaddrick and Major Brad Frye.

42 Years Ago-1979
Greg Hill, WO-S state champion, holds the national record in the 300-meter hurdles.*****Becky Hargrave and Scott Harper are named Miss and Mr. Bridge
City High.*****Cheryl Pesson and Paul Simon are named
Miss and Mr. Red Raider at B.C. Junior High.*****The B.C.
senior class song is “Always and Forever.” (Editor’s note:
Do you know who recorded it? Well, it was made popular
by a group called “Heatwave.”)*****Britt Godwin, 10, a
fifth grader at Hatton has been performing since kindergarten. He plays the guitar, piano and sax. He’s preformed
at events and on television. (Editor’s note: Britt is still at it.
He’s a great talent but even a greater guy. Combine the two
and he’s a star to everyone who knows him.”

A FEW HAPPENINGS
While listening to KOGT’s baseball broadcast of Bridge
City vs Hamshire-Fannett, there were two prominent family names popping up in the lineup for the Cards. The
game featured pitcher Sam Carpenter. The Carpenter
name goes back to 1948 but was always associated with
football. Sammy Carpenter was a star running back at
Stark High and then set records at Lamar. His three sons
were football standouts at Bridge City. His son, Sam Jr., as
a running back, made his own records. Now comes Sam
III, who is a star baseball player. The other name passed
down that got my attention was Bearden. Up until now,
that name was always associated with courtrooms and the
law. Jim Sharon Bearden, former district attorney, noted
defense attorney and Jim Sharon, Jr., also a lawyer, now
has a son, Jim Sharon Bearden III, who makes the folks
he’s named after, granddad, and dad, proud on the baseball
field. Two great youngsters, Carpenter and Bearden, carry their names into a third generation.*****A major United
States pipeline from Houston to New England is shut

down by Russian cyber criminals.*****We received a very
nice letter from Pat Pate, now living in Tyler. She talked
about her childhood in response to Roy’s Life’s Highway
column last week. She too was raised near a railroad track,
with a hard working mother, who Pat says always found
something to feed every hobo who asked for food. The late
H.D. Pate also had a hard childhood. It was very nice to
hear from Pat.*****A few folks we know celebrating birthdays. May 12: Happy Birthday to Justin Roberts, Bridgett
Bonneaux and Jerry Hardee.*****May 13: A good man,
Barbecue King, drainage board member and our friend,
J.B. Arrington turns 96. He’s still going strong and plans
to reach 100.***Also happy birthday to Calvin Granger,
Kristie Hughes and Renee Price.*****May 14: Brad Johansson,
Nikki
Smith
and
James
Birdwell
celebrate.*****May 15: Former educator Nancy Chenella
celebrates, also pretty Deborah Ellender, Heather Brinson and Jimmy Sibert.*****May 16: Judge Pat Clark and
lifetime friend Sam Frank Lucia celebrate today also Clay
Sims and Sondra Taliaferro.*****May 17: Don’s lovely
bride Angela Breaux celebrates today. Also longtime
friend Constable Brad Frye and Nickie Wall.*****May 18:
Our good buddy, Wilson’s bride, V.J. Roberts, celebrates
today. We extend best wishes. Also celebrating a birthday
today is Cheryl Stone, Ron Hutchison and Kim
Hanks.*****Wealthy republican businessman, former state
senator, Don Huffines, will challenge Gov. Greg Abbott
in the 2022 republican primary. That should be a good
race.*****Judge Pat Clark reminds me of what I’ve always
heard about song writers, sometimes a song just appears
out of nowhere. Over the years, I’ve seen that happen to
Pat with his poem writing. Last week after church and after reading Roy’s column and Ms. Pearl’s poem, a mother’s poem came to him. He sent me a copy and I love it.

BREAUX BIRTHDAYS
Friends celebrating their big day today. Hazel Heckendorf, Douglas Wilson, Mike McNair, Kate Jackson, Melanie Wilderson, Janis Goss, Cortney Spring, Daniel
Broussard, Emily Domas, Hailey McCoun, Jamie Broussard, Kenneth Prosperie, Ronda Savoy, Norman Gaspard, Alan Richey, Ed Berry, Donna McClanahan, Jennifer Williams, Richard Allensworth, Sydney Taylor.

CELEBRITY BIRTHDAYS
May 12: Actors Emilio Esteves, 59; Kim Fields, 52;
Marlin Ackerman, 43.*****May 13: R&B Singer Stevie
Wonder, 71; Pop Singer Darius Rucker, 55; Talk Show
Host Stephen Colbert, 57.*****May 14: Director George
Lucas, 77; Country Singer Dustin Lynch, 36; Actor Cate
Blanchett, 52.*****May 15: Football Players Emmitt
Smith, 52 and Ray Lewis, 46; Actor Sarah Hadland,
50.***** May 16: Pop Singer Janet Jackson, 55; Actors Megan Fox, 35; Pierce Brosnan, 68; Tori Spelling,
48.*****May 17: Basketball Player Tony Parker, 39; Actor
Nikki Reed, 33; Dancer Derek Hough, 36.*****May 18:
Country Singer George Strait, 69; Baseball Player Reggie
Jackson, 73; Actor Zain Imam, 34.

CAJUN STORY OF THE WEEK
A new supermarket opened in da old maid Clotile
Badeaux’s neighborhood and Clotile her, went to buy
her cat some food. She picked up four cans and went to
da checkout. Da girl at da register said, “Mais, I’m sorry, but it’s da policy of da company dat we can’t sell you
no cat food witout proff you got a cat. A lot of old people
buy cat food to eat.”
Clotile went home and brought her cat back to da
store. Dey let her have da cat food. A few days later, she
tried to by six cans of dog food. Again da checker say,
“I’m sorry me, but I can’t sell you dog food witout proff
you got a dog.”
Again Clotile got da dog and brought it to da store.
Da next day, Clotile brought a box wit a hole in da lid.
She ake da cashier to stick her finger in da hole. Da cashier said, “No, you might got a snake in dere.”
Clotile convinced her she no got a snake in dere.
Reluctantly da cahier put her finger in and pulled it
out and said, “Yuck, dis smell like crap.”
Clotile say, “It is, me I want to buy four rolls of toilet
paper.”

C’EST TOUT
Will laws that hamper voting and protest
win in the long run
You don’t have to be a Yale graduate to see why Republicans have introduced over 300 voting restriction bills in
47 states. They also have introduced bills in more than 30
states to crack down on protest and protesters. They think
the way to stop the power of the protest is to stop the protesters themselves. Last Thursday Gov. Ron DeSantis appeared live on FOX News to sign a law restructuring voting rights in Florida. It isn’t about stopping voter fraud
like facts on FOX News, voter fraud is so rare it is basically nonexistent. Most loyal consumers of FOX News and
other Right Wing outlets will never be exposed to the
truth. Here is why. They are doing the big switch. Republicans represent a minority of voters nationwide, with over
20 million more Democrats. To manage and close the gap,
they result to gerrymandering and voter suppression. That
clearly isn’t stopping the future and thus their crack downs
on democracy are becoming more desperate. President
Donald Trump lost the national popular vote to Joe Biden
by over seven million votes. Polls show that 20% to 28%,
with an average of 23% of the people who voted for Trump
would not do so again. If Trump lost those supporters, it
would mean he would lose the popular vote by 12 to 15
million votes. The voter suppression laws affecting urban
voters would likely keep 20 million voters from going to
the polls, mostly black and brown voters. Experts are saying that five million of those votes would be Republican
voters; that would still net 15 million votes to level the
playing field. Republicans are afraid of the future. They
believe by enacting laws to suppress the vote, by making it
more difficult for some people to vote, will work in their
favor. They are however, not counting how difficult their
new laws will affect the elderly. They are also suppressing
some white senior citizen vote. Red states want disproportionate power. They are messing with our democracy by
making voting more difficult, rather than easier. They are
also using muscle to stop protesting, making it a crime.
Last month Gov. DeSantis signed a law limiting the right
to protest in Florida, other states will follow. Will the GOP
assault on voting rights and protest make us a better,
stronger nation in the long run? My take is no. Right will
always trump might.*****Hope you have a great week.
Take care, be safe and may God bless you.
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Deaths & Memorials
Betty Duhon, 77, Bridge City
Betty Duhon, 77, of Bridge City,
She was preceded in death by her parTX, passed away on May 3, 2021, in
ents, Dalton Primeaux and Ruby
Orange, TX. Funeral services were
(LeGros) Primeaux.
held on Saturday, May 8, 2021, at
She is survived by her loving husband
Claybar Funeral Home; 504 5th St,
of 58 years, Harold Duhon; sister, Judy
Orange, TX 77630. Officiating was
Conner (Mike) of Lake Arthur, LA;
Deacon Steve Obernuefemann. Buribrother, Larry Primeaux (Melba) of
al followed at Hillcrest Memorial
Opelousas, LA; daughters, Tina Garcia
Gardens in Orange, TX. Visitation
(Javier) of Bridge City, TX, Linda Sanwas held prior to the service with a Betty Duhon
chez of Bridge City, TX, and Bernie Herrosary following the visitation.
nandez (Louis) of Nederland, TX; grandBorn in Jennings, LA, on December 7, 1943, children, Ben Garcia (Cassandra), Lindsay Elshe was the daughter of Dalton Primeaux and liott (Ashton), Maggie Garcia, Kayla Sanchez
Ruby (LeGros) Primeaux. Betty was a loving (Rob Ballard), Laney Godley (Cory), and Kaci
wife, mother, grandmother, and great grand- Hernandez; great grandchildren; Ava Capps,
mother. One word that would best describe her Hayze Ballard, Ruby Elliott, Warner Elliott,
is mom; she never missed an opportunity to be and Lillian Godley. Serving as pallbearers will
the homeroom mom, she always made birth- be Javier Garcia, Louis Hernandez, Ben Garcia,
days or celebrations special, and loved to make Ashton Elliott, Rob Ballard, and Cory Godley.
her daughters all their clothes. Betty could alIn lieu of flowers, memorial contributions
ways be found working on her next project or can be made to Southeast Texas Hospice. The
even making cakes for someone’s wedding. She family would like to send a special thank you to
enjoyed quilting, reading a good book, watch- the compassionate team if caregivers at Southing her favorite soap operas, and snuggling east Texas Hospice and caregivers Kay Bray and
with her beloved dog Sweetie. She will be dearly Pearl Helm.
missed by all that knew and loved her.

Darrell Lynn Pierce, 59, Bridge City
Darrell Lynn Pierce, 59, of Bridge
every chance he was able to spend surCity, passed away on May 4, 2021, in
rounded by his family. He will be deeply
Bridge City.
missed by all those who came to know
Funeral services were held 11:00
and love him.
a.m., Monday, May 10, 2021, at SecHe was preceded in death by his father,
ond Baptist Church in Bridge City.
Wiley Pierce; and son, Jeremy Pierce.
Officiating was Reverend Bobby
He is survived by his mother, JoAn
Hoffpauir. Burial followed at HillPierce; loving wife, Nancy Pierce of
crest Memorial Gardens in Orange.
Bridge City; son, Kent Pierce; grandchilVisitation was held at 10:00 a.m., Darrell Pierce dren, Jeredan Pierce, Cameron Pierce,
Monday, at Second Baptist Church in
Raylen Kley, all of Bridge City; sister,
Bridge City.
Beth Lee and husband Richard of Bridge City;
Born in Houston, Texas, on August 25, 1961, niece, Daphne Lee; and aunt, Jeanette Wingate.
he was the son of Wiley Frederick Pierce and
Serving as pallbearers will be Jeredan Pierce,
Bettye JoAn (Stephens) Pierce. Darrell was a Cameron Pierce, Tommy Dixon, Richard Lee,
devoted member of Second Baptist Church Kent Pierce, Adam Venable, Trey Rhodes and
where he served his Lord faithfully. He enjoyed Victor Romero.
riding motorcycles, fishing, working on vehiServices are under the direction of Claybar
cles and various motors and going to drag rac- Funeral Home in Orange.
es. Darrell adored his grandchildren and loved

Dr. Johnson and an LSCO graduate, pre-pandemic.

LSCO breaks record for number
of spring graduates
Staff Report
For The Record
Despite a challenging year full of a global
pandemic, two hurricanes within a 6-week
period, and a disruptive winter storm, Lamar
State College Orange (LSCO) will graduate
175 students on May 15th, an all-time record
for a Spring graduation. In fact, this number
represents a 40% increase over last year’s
number of Spring graduates.
“If the students at Lamar State College Orange are one thing, it’s resilient. Despite a
year of unthinkable challenges, more students than ever committed to – and followed
through – on their dreams of achieving their
educational goals. We couldn’t be prouder to
celebrate their record-breaking accomplish-

ments this Saturday at graduation,” said
President Thomas Johnson, Ed.D.
This graduation also breaks the Spring record for number of degrees conferred, with
263 awards, a 25% increase over last year’s
May graduation. Additionally, this Saturday
will see the graduation of the first Early College High School cohort from West OrangeStark High School. These ten high school
students have taken college courses from
9th- 12th grade and will graduate with an
Associate Degree before they graduate high
school.
Due to social distancing needs, LSCO will
hold its graduation this Saturday, May 15th,
at the Carl A. Parker Multipurpose Center
on the campus of Lamar State College Port
Arthur, with ceremonies at 1pm and 3pm.

Athanase Benoit, Jr., 91, Bridge City
Athanase Benoit, Jr., 91, of Bridge
ed in battle. Following his discharge
City, died Thursday, May 6, 2021, at
from the Army, he later joined the US
Harbor Hospice in Beaumont. A
Air Force. Athanase was preceded in
graveside service, with military hondeath by his parents, Athanase and Maors, will be held at 2:00 p.m. Sunday,
ria Benoit; his loving wife, Billie Nell
May16, 2021, at Hillcrest Memorial
Barker Benoit; daughter, Louella Francis
Gardens near Bridge City. OfficiatBenoit Capps; and his 17 brothers and
ing will be Reverend Mark Bunch,
sisters. Those left to cherish his memory
pastor of St. Paul United Methodist
include his children, Joreen Maria HayChurch of Bridge City. Born in Guey- Athenase Benoit lock, Ronald Benoit, Timothy Benoit,
dan, Louisiana on June 30, 1929, he
and Greg Benoit and spouse Cathy Johns;
was the son of Athanase Benoit, Sr. and Maria several grandchildren, great grandchildren,
Benoit. Athanase was a veteran of the US Navy, and great-great-grandchildren. Services are
the US Army, and the US Air Force. While under the direction of Claybar Funeral Home
serving with the 3rd infantry of the US Army in Orange.
during the Korean War in 1950, he was wound-

Eugene Goudeau, 96, of Orange
Eugene Goudeau, 96, of Orange, TX, passed
away on May 2, 2021, in Orange, TX.
Cremation will be held under the direction of
Claybar Funeral Home.
Born in Lake Charles, LA, on May 6, 1924, he
was the son of George Adam Goudeau and Effie
(Williams) Teal. Eugene was a faithful servant
of the Lord, everything in his life centered
around God. He also was a wonderful family
man that enjoyed spending time with his children and grandchildren. Eugene was proud
of serving his country during World War II, enlisting in the Navy and spending three years in
the Pacific campaign against the Japanese as

gunner’s mate on the USS Dyson, a destroyer
built in Orange. He even kept in touch with his
shipmates over the years. He will be missed
dearly by all that knew and loved him.
He was preceded in death by his loving wife,
Nylotis Virginia Goudeau; parents, George
Adam Goudeau and Effie (Williams) Teal;
brothers, Donnie Goudeau and Buford
Goudeau; children, Genia McCullough and
Velda Fabriguze.
He is survived by his children, Susie Franz of
Port Neches, TX and George Boudreaux of
Bridge City, TX; seven grandchildren; 3 great
grandchildren; and sister, Ruby Remment.

MMS Cheer and Twirl win at Crawfish Bash
Staff Report
For The Record
The Mauriceville Middle School Cheerleaders and Twirlcatz won “Best Parade
Walking Group” in the Mauriceville Crawfish Bash Parade. Pictured, from left, are
Hallie Smith, Kymber Dougherty, Kinley
Lacouture, Anna Claire McKenzie, Kenedi
Boutin, Daisy Harvey, Madison Loupe, Haylie Robson, Kolbi Fountain, Bailey Gorham,

and Sadie Causey. Students who participated in the parade but were not available for
the award presentation are: Cheer - Khloe
Lacouture, Shayne Pannell, Annsley Prince,
Maliah Askari and Zelda Cowan. Twirlcatz Jenna Huckaby, Addison Costner, Gracie
Frederic, Mackenzie Johnson, and Claire
Jowell. Sponsors for the Cheerleading squad
are Danielle Powell and Elise Fountain.
Twirlcatz sponsors are Kiki Robinson and
Meghan Brewer.
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Six BCHS students earn Eagle Scout ranking from Troop 290 in Bridge City. Having six accomplishing
their goal at one time has not happened in many years. Above: Seth Kelone (BCHS senior) Thomas
Bunch (BCHS senior) Mclain Molley (BCHS senior) Ty Wilson (BCHS junior) Bode Wilson (BCHS senior) and Chad Irvine (BCHS senior)

Five BCHS seniors, soon-to-be 2021 graduates, earned their Eagle Scout ranking from Troop 290 in
Bridge City recently. It is very unusual to have this many Graduating Seniors from Troop 290. Pictured
are: Seth Kelone, Thomas Bunch, Mclain Molley, Bode Wilson and Chad Irvine.

ORANGE COUNTY CHURCH DIRECTORY
Prayer: Take advantage of your gift from God
Pastor Chrales Empey
Columnist
For The Record
Why do God’s children
take so little advantage of
such a gift from God in
Christ?
Matthew 7:7-11 “Ask, and it
shall be given you; seek, and
ye shall find; knock, and it
shall be opened unto you: 8
For every one that asketh receiveth; and he that seeketh
findeth; and to him that
knocketh it shall be opened.
9 Or what man is there of
you, whom if his son ask
bread, will he give him a
stone? 10 Or if he ask a fish,
will he give him a serpent?
11 If ye then, being evil, know
how to give good gifts unto
your children, how much
more shall your Father which
is in heaven give good things
to them that ask him?”
When we hear of free food
and water during hurricane,

Pastor Charles Empey

we go and get in line to receive. When people hear
there are free vaccinations
for Covid-19, they go and get
in line. We seldom turn
down such blessings. We
don’t send our stimulus
checks back, do we? We wait
for them and deposit them.
Then spend that free money,
or wisely save it.
Jesus said that the Father
knows our needs and are
therein always available at
our prayerful request. We

just need to trust that He will
give them when we ask. Our
text here in Matthew says,
“For every one that asketh
receiveth…”. In John 14:13
“And whatsoever ye shall ask
in my name, that will I do,
that the Father may be glorified in the Son.” In 1965 I believed on the Lord Jesus
Christ as my Lord and Savior
and He saved me. I accepted
that in faith, faith that He
gave me to exercise that day
and thereafter (Ephesians
2:8). He promised to never
lose me no matter what and
finish His salvation work in
me all the way to heaven, all
by grace and His faith in me.
(Ephesians 2:8; Galatians
2:20) This is for born again,
saved believers, exclusively.
You are His child and He is a
perfect Father.
Now, He has fellowship
rules. In James 4:2 “…ye have
not, because ye ask not.” But
He goes on to say, as God in-

spired him to write, “Ye ask,
and receive not, because ye
ask amiss, that ye may consume it upon your lusts.”
Here we are only warned that
if we are asking out side of
God’s sinless perfect well, He
will have to withhold the
need until we get that sin
confessed and repent of it
(come away from the practice of it. This has nothing to
do with our secure relationship, being saved. That is relationship under the blood of
Christ at the throne of the
Father. This has to do with
fellowship with the Father in
a life that guards its language
and actions to be in line with
God’s Word. We all sin, but
we have the power to quite it.
He gave it to us in the power
of His Holy Spirit who convicts us of sin to be confessed
and repented of (I Jn. 1:7-9).
So, our Father does have one
rule, ONE. Don’t dishonor
Him with sinful talk and

walk and expect for those
needs to be granted. They
are there for you at your request, but not while you dishonor Him in walk and talk.
It’s simple enough, “confess
your sins and He is faithful
and just to forgive your sin. I
John 1:9 “…he is faithful and
just to forgive us our sins,
and to cleanse us from all
unrighteousness.” Then ask
in the name of Jesus all you
need to use for him, not upon
your own lust and He will
give it. Believe it. He said it,
and He is God who cannot
lie.
Do you need a healing? Do
you need comfort and peace?
Do you need monetary help?
Do you need Him to minister
to your family? What is it
you need from our Father in
heaven through Christ? Matthew 7:8 “For every one that
asketh receiveth…” John

14:13 “And whatsoever ye
shall ask in my name, that
will I do, that the Father may
be glorified in the Son.” Never pray and then walk away
and think or say, “I hope He
will answer.” Believe, take
God at His word. Learn to
put all your expectations in
our loving God who powers
out to us His grace and mercy from His throne to us
through in Jesus name. Faith
is the foundation of our confidence in His saving us and
keeping us in spite of us all
the way to heaven (Philippians 1:6; I Peter). It is the
foundation of our confidence
in His keeping His Word. Remember, you can trust Him
and His Word. He is God
who cannot lie (Titus 1:2).
Pray believing, not hoping.
Charles Empey is the Pastor of Cove Baptist Church,
Orange, TX.

First United Methodist Church Orange
502 Sixth Street 886-7466
10:00 A.M. - BLENDED SERVICE IN THE SANCTUARY
All of our services are also available premiered on:
Facebook at 9:00 a.m. (https://www.facebook.com/FUMCOrangeTX)
or online on our Vimeo Page and YouTube.

SUNDAY SCHOOL FOR ALL AGES 9:00 A.M.

www.fumcorange.org

Sunday Service 10 A.M.

Also
Sunday Live Stream 10 A.M. Facebook

Video Worship
Services
posted on our
YouTube Channel

In-person
Sunday Worship
& Children’s
Church 10:30 a.m.

673 FM 1078 • Orange • 409-718-0269
Distanced Seating Available, Masks Encouraged

cowboychurchoforangecounty.com

Youth Bible Studies & Activities Wed 6:30 p.m.

Triangle Baptist Church
6446 Garrison at Hwy. 408 Orangefield
“Come Worship With Us” 409-735-2661
Pastor: Bobby Oliver 409-659-5027
Sunday School 10 a.m. Worship Service 11 a.m.
Sunday Evening Service 6 p.m.
Wednesday Service 7 p.m.
We are a KJV independent Baptist Church

Starlight

Church of God in Christ
2800 Bob Hall Road • Orange • 886-4366
Pastor: Ernest B Lindsey

Sunday School 9:30 a.m. Worship 11 a.m. and 7 p.m.

FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH
ORANGEFIELD
9788 F.M. 105 Orangefield 409.735.3113
Sun: Bible Study 9:30 a.m., Worship Service 10:30 a.m.,
Wednesday evening services: Youth and Children 6:00 p.m.,
Praise and Prayer 6:00 p.m.,
Pastor Cody Hogden
Email: office@fbcof.com / Website: www.fbcof.com

St. Paul United
Methodist Church

1155 W. Roundbunch • Bridge City • 409.735.5546
Sunday Morning Traditional Worship: 8:30 a.m.,
Sunday school 9:30 a.m., Praise Worship 10:45 a.m.
(Nursery provided)
Wednesday SPICE 5:30 p.m. Includes meal, bible studies,
children and youth activities. (Nursery provided).
Rev. Mark Bunch Email: office@stpaulfamily.org

GOOD SHEPHERD
LUTHERAN CHURCH

Wed. Bible Study - 6 p.m. Worship 7:30 p.m. VIM Youth 6 p.m.

945 W. Roundbunch • Bridge City • 409-735-4573

Intercessory Prayer Daily 9:00 a.m.
www.slcogicorange.org

Worship Services: Tradition 9 a.m., Sunday School 10:15 a.m.,
Contemporary Service 11 a.m., Tuesday Bible Study 10 a.m.,
Wednesday ‘Compassionate Friends’ 10 a.m.,
Thursday Bible Study 10:00 a.m.
Pastor Paul Zoch 409-988-3003 - golutheran.org
Our church family invites you to join us. We are a friendly, caring
church of the future.

Faith United
Methodist Church

200 W. Roundbunch
735-3581
www.fbcbc.org

Sunday schedule: Bible study 9:15 a.m.,
Sunday worship: 10:30 a.m.,
Adult, Youth, Children
Discipleship Classes, Sun. 5:30 p.m.
Wednesday Schedule 6:30 p.m.
Prayer Meeting
Youth & Children’s Activities
Pastor: Keith Royal

Pastor: Rev. Lani Rousseau
Director of Music and Fine Arts: Caroline Dennis

8608 MLK• Orange • 886-1291
Pastor: Valerie Sansing
Sunday Worship 10:00 a.m.
Nursery Provided.
(www.faithorange.org)

Winfree Baptist Church
19525 Hwy 62 S • 409-735-7181
Jon Brinlee, Pastor

Sunday:

Wednesday:

Sunday School for all ages - 9:15 am
Morning Worship - 10:30 am
Evening Worship - 6:00 pm
Mid-Week Service - 6:00 pm
Children & Youth Activities - 6:00 pm

Nursery Provided

Patronize ‘The Record’ Church Sponsors

Orange First Church
of the Nazarene
3810 MLK Drive, Orange

Lead Pastor Rev. Brad McKenzie
Worship Director: Alyssa Click
Sunday School 9:45 a.m.
Worship Service 10:45 a.m. / Wednesday Service 7 p.m.

Ofcnazarene.org or find us on Facebook

TRINITY BAPTIST CHURCH
ORANGE
1819 16th Street • Orange • 886-1333
We Welcome You To Join Us.
Sunday Morning Worship 11 a.m.
Sunday School 9:45 a.m. Nursury Provided

Become A Sponsor And List Your Business Here To Support Local Church News

Baptist Church
LIKE NEW Cove
1005 Dupont St. • Orange
AUTOMOTIVE
COLLISION SPECIALIST

Sunday: Life Groups 9:15 AM / Worship 10:30 AM
Sunday Evening: 5 PM
Wednesday Evening 6 PM / Wed. Youth Meeting 6 PM
Charles Empey - Pastor
We Love You And God Loves You.
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High water
Pitchers outlast batters in MLB’s start
changing the bite
KAZ’S KORNER
Joe Kazmar
For The Record

FISHING
CAPT. DICKIE COLBURN
For The Record
Not that it is something new for the
teams that show up every Tuesday afternoon to compete In the Sabine River
Shootouts, but it looks as though they will
have to add even more rain to the already Dickie Colburn
challenging conditions this afternoon. The
river is high and off-colored, Toledo Bend is running both
generators 24/7 with five gates open and additional rain won’t
make it any easier.
High water was apparently no problem last week as it took
almost twelve pounds to cash the First place check and the
big bass just missed the six pound mark. The second place
catch Tipped the scales at more than ten pounds as well. Half
of the thirty team field limited and seven bass over the three
pound mark were weighed in.
I talked with one team that ran straight to the marsh with
no game plan and caught their limit in their first five casts.
They were just not able to find a kicker bass. I feel reasonably
sure that most of the winners were fishing flooded marsh
ponds.
That program was not an unknown for the Bassmaster
Elite visitors, but all Louisiana water was declared off-limits.
Rain or shine, I look for the marsh program to prevail again
Tuesday evening.
A Sunday evening text read, “Look in your old stuff and see
if you still have any pink-blue Flake six inch worms. ”On a
panicky follow-up call, Marshall Lane announced that he had
recently discovered the magic color and technique for fooling
quality bass on Toledo Bend. “I finally found the fish in all of
this high water, but it has been as much about lure color as
technique,” he added.
Marshall said that he has been Carolina rigging or drifting
a drop shot on a lighter sinker. “The wind can mess me up as
I am only using a 3/16ths ounce weight. With no grass there
is no need for more weight, but it’s hard to keep it on the bottom in a stiff wind.”
“The bass haven’t moved, but they are a couple of feet deeper due to the high water. Most of my bass are coming out of
16 to 18 feet of water and they are good fish. ”That text was
accompanied by a picture of two fish over eight pounds
caught last Thursday!
Only a couple of weeks ago, Gary Stelly and I were talking
about an Indian Creek angler that had also just caught a double digit bass on a pink Crème Scoundrel worm. Both anglers
were fishing totally different depths, but both rigged their
worm Whacky Worm style.
“I am nose hooking it when fishing it on a drop shot, but
fishing it like a Whacky work on the Carolina rig,” said Mar-

Major League Baseball continues to
make changes that
will take some of the
dominance away from Joe Kazmar
the pitchers and assist
the hitters to bring more offense that
fans demand into the game.
When I was in my heyday some 60
years ago, we pitchers loved the high
mounds most baseball diamonds
used. But as the batting averages and
home runs dipped, MLB decided to
lower the mounds considerably, hoping to insert more offense into the
game.
I remember watching batting practice before the 1968 All-Star Game in
the Houston Astrodome when big
Frank Howard—and many of today’s
sluggers are now his size—put on a
show by hitting balls into the upper
decks one-handed.
But when the game began, the pitchers dominated throughout and the
score ended up 1-0 in favor of the National League to the delight of the
many Astros fans who were in the Astrodome that night.
If memory serves me right (and it
doesn’t many times) the run scored on
a fluke play—like a double steal or
fielder’s choice or maybe even an error.
Getting back to the topic at hand,
1968 was the season when the batting
averages of the major league teams hit
the lowest in decades and the pitcher’s
earned run averages also were the lowest in a long time.
And after the first six weeks of the
2021 MLB season, we find the same
situation as many batters swing for the
fences and either hit home runs or
strike out. There now there is a computer that measures the velocity of a
batted ball, with most home runs and
line drives averaging over 100 mph.
After this weekend’s MLB action,
there already have been four nine-inning no-hitters thrown and one seven

The Houston Astros’ designated hitter Yordan Alvarez continues his torrid attack on
opposing pitchers with his .362 batting average which is third best in the American
League.

inning gem, which normally is the
number for an entire season of great
pitching. Ironically, two of the no-hitters were spun by former Astros—Joe
Musgrove and Wade Miley.
According to the Associated Press,
this is the earliest in a calendar year
that there have been four no-hitters
since 1917, when the fourth was
thrown on May 5 and the fifth on May
6.
Miley, a 34-year-old left-hander, nohit the Cleveland Indians May 7, one
day after Baltimore’s John Means
against the Seattle Mariners. It was
the Orioles first individual no-hitter
since Jim Palmer tossed one against
Oakland on Aug. 13, 1969 and the

10th in franchise history, including six
as Baltimore after four as the St. Louis
Browns.
“San Diego’s Joe Musgrove started
the 2021 no-hitter club by throwing
the first in Padres’ history April 9. Five
days later, Chicago White Sox lefthander Carlos Rondon blanked the Indians, just missing a perfect game
when he hit a batter in the ninth inning.
“Arizona’s Madison Bumgarner
pitched a seven-inning no-hitter
against Atlanta on April 25, but that
one is unofficial because it didn’t go
nine innings,” the article pointed out.
KAZ’S KORNER Page 2B
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SELECTION, QUALITY

GREAT SAVINGS!
Shop Us Online For New & Preowned

www.SabineRiverFord.com

2015 Ford Expedition
EL Platinum SUV

3.5L 6 Engine, Automatic Trans., White
Platinum Metallic Tri-Coat Exterior, Black
Interior, 125787Miles, Stock #:P2348A

24,401

$

2018 Hyundai Sonata
SEL Sedan

2.4L 4 Engine, Automatic Trans., Machine
Gray Exterior, Gray Interior, 92843 Miles,
Stock #: P2370

14,818

$

2015 Toyota Tundra
4WD SR5 Truck CrewMax
5.7L 8 Cylinder Engine, Automatic Trans.,
90216 Miles, Stock #: T8226A

$

32,947

2019 Ford Super Duty
F-250 SRW XL Super Cab
6.2L 8 Engine, Automatic, Oxford White
Exterior, Gray Interior, 9408 Miles,
Stock #: 8170A

$

2018 Hyundai Santa Fe
Sport 2.4L SUV

2.4L 4 Engine, Automatic Trans., Pearl
White Exterior, Beige Interior, 79910 Miles,
Stock #: P2369

17,499

2020 Chevrolet Equinox
LT SUV
1.5L 4 Engine, Automatic Trans., Silver Ice
Metallic Exterior, Jet Black Interior,
29898 Miles, Stock #: 8229A

22,228

$

$

2017 Nissan Rogue SV
SUV

2020 Ford Super Duty
F-250 SRW XL Crew

2.5L 4 Engine, Variable Trans., Magnetic
Black Exterior, Charcoal Interior, 69102
Miles, Stock #: P2343A

41,300 16,668
$

6.2L 8 Engine, Automatic Trans, White
Extrior, Gray Interior, 807 Miles,
Stock #: C1085

$

46,341
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Texans GM Nick Caserio hopes rookie minicamp
lays proper foundation for the team
end of let’s call it minicamp,
they actually have something
in place to feel confident so
when they go out there in
training camp, they can actually go out there and perform at whatever capacity
they can.”
In addition to the Texans

Colburn
Coty Davis
TexansWire

LCM senior Travis Love was
named 4A Academic All-State
Honorable Mention
Little Cypress-Mauriceville High School Senior Travis Love was named 4A Academic All-State Honorable
Mention by the Texas High
School Coaches Association
(THSCA) and Coaches Education Foundation.
Love is a three-year letterman and member of the
back-to-back State-qualifying Battlin’ Bear golf
team. To be nominated for

Kaz’s Korner
“It’s no wonder that hitters
are batting a record-low .233
this season.”
However, our Houston Astros are quite the opposite,
hitting .270 which is third in
the American League. But
none of their starting pitchers are among the AL’s top 10
in wins, earned run average
or strikeouts.
Designated hitter Yordan
Alvarez continues his torrid
attack on opposing pitchers
with his .362 batting average
which is third best in the
American League, first baseman Yuli Gurriel is fifth with
.339 and Alex Bregman is
10th with a .312 average.
Alvarez is hitting .477 (21for-44) over the last 11
games, has reached base in
his last 15 games through
Sunday and became the fastest player in the expansion
era (since 1961)—and seventh of all-time—to reach
100 career RBIs.

Academic All-State, students must meet the following: Be an athlete, student
trainer, or manager in good
standing with the team, be of
good moral character, is a senior, and have an overall
grade point average of 92 or
above (including courses
from grades 9-11 and courses
completed from grade 12).
Love will be attending Texas
A&M in the fall.

The Houston Texans will
welcome nine rookies to
their roster ahead of the 2021
NFL season.
Under first-year general
manager, Nick Caserio, the
Texans drafted five college
prospects and signed four
undrafted free agents. Rookie minicamp will begin on
Friday, May 17.
Caserio says this will be an
opportunity to begin laying a
foundation in place for the
Texans’ incoming newcomers.
“The expectation is just
let’s have a good Friday,” Caserio said during the Texans’
Charity Golf Classic on
Monday. “The big thing is
giving them a foundation
about our program and then
ultimately just getting ready

From Page 1B

On the other side of the
coin, the Los Angeles Angels
came to Houston Monday
without legendary Albert
Pujols, who was released last
week because of his puny
.198 batting average and only
five homers.
But Pujols is the only player in major league history
with 3,000 hits (3,253), 600
home runs (667) and multiple World Series championships. Only one other player—Babe Ruth—won a title
more than once and pitchers
walked Ruth so often that
they never let him get to
3,000 hits.
KWICKIES…
Our weekly Chad Dallas
update, the Orange native
got to realize that when
you’re good you’re also lucky.
He had a quality start at Missouri Friday night, pitching
seven innings, giving up four

earned runs, six hits, one
walk and eight strikeouts.
But his team was trailing 4-3
when his day was done. However, shortstop Max Ferguson blasted a two-run homer
in the top of the eighth inning and reliever Sean Hunley saved the victory for Dallas, who upped his record to
8-1.
Sam Houston State was
trailing James Madison by 21
points at halftime in the FCS
semifinal playoff game Saturday afternoon in Huntsville but like in their other
playoff games roared back in
the second half and posted a
narrow 38-35 win to advance
to Sunday’s championship
game against top-seeded
South Dakota State at Toyota
Stadium in Frisco, TX. It was
the largest comeback victory
in school history and came at
the right time. While the
Bearkats came back against
Monmouth (21-15), North

YOUR FULL SERVICE
KITCHEN APPLIANCE CENTER

LEADING BRANDS,
LOW PRICES!
FREE
Same Day
Local Delivery
Great
Selection
Of Quality
Pre-Owned
Appliances

Harry’s

Appliance & Service
302 North 10th Street • Orange • 886-4111

for training camp. That’s really the next true test of what
we’re actually going to see
relative to football.”
The most polarizing rookie entering camp on Friday is
former Stanford quarterback
Davis Mills. The Texans
drafted Mills with their 67th
overall pick to add to their
perplexing quarterback situation. Mills will be a project
quarterback expected to take
the role as a rookie understudy amid learning behind
Tyrod Taylor and Ryan Finley this season.
“You’ve got to be careful
going out there watching one
throw and making a judgment off of like, ‘guy made a
great throw, he looked good
today’,” Caserio said. “It’s
about stacking days on top of
each other and just having a
good series of days, weeks
and months. And then by the
Dakota State (24-20) and
James Madison (38-35),
South Dakota State mauled
their three opponents Holy
Cross (31-3), Southern Illinois (31-26) and Delaware
(33-30).
Rory McIlroy ended his
victory drought Sunday by
winning the Wells Fargo
Championship by one stroke
over Abraham Ancer at
Quail Hollow in Charlotte,
N.C. It was his 19th career
win but the first in 18

beginning rookie minicamp,
phase II of the NFL’s offseason program will also begin
on Friday. The second of four
phases will allow head coaches to take part in on-field
workouts with players, which
was forbidden during phase
I.

From Page 1B

shall. I thanked him for the
report and sent a 100 pack up
with his son-in-law. I am expecting an invite in return
very shortly!
So what’s new?It has been a
remarkable two week run for
the LCM bass club. I believe
everyone in the club, with
the exception of Nellie Stephens Miller, has qualified
for a shot at a National
Championship later this
year. Two weeks ago, LCM
earned Team of the Year
honors with six of their
teams finishing in the top
100. Braxton Rambo and
Cameron Dougharty won
the event.
Last weekend, their teams
finished second, third and
fourth in the Texas Elite Student Championship hosted
on Sam Rayburn. Dakota
Posey and Brendon Brones
finished
second
with
30.81-pounds followed by Jacob Longlois and Tanner
Stewart with 27.68-pounds.

Logan Freeman and Layne
Pevey nailed down the fourth
spot as well as big bass honors with 26.06 pounds and
Freeman’s 8.03-pound lunker.
The Top Five teams earned
$9500 in scholarship money.
The Livingston team of
Kayden Meuck and Breckett
Long won the two day tournament with 32.47 pounds.
For the first time in the
last several weeks, the crappie guides on Toledo Bend
struggled a bit. They still
caught solid fish on their
brush piles, but numbers
were harder to come by.
That, however, has not
been a problem for the bream
enthusiasts. That bite is generally short-lived, but it is enjoyable when they are on
their beds and competing for
every cricket dropped in
their domain. Not only are
they fun to catch, but there is
no better eating fish in the
lake!

months. McIlroy admitted
that his neck locked up during his final practice session
and if it wasn’t for a late teeoff time Thursday, he would
have had to withdraw.

trainer Bob Baffert Sunday
in the latest scandal to plague
the sport of champions. Of
course, Baffert denied any
wrongdoing after receiving
word his horse tested positive for an excessive amount
of the steroid betamethasone—used sometimes to
treat pain and inflammation
in horses. Until the victory is
officially overturned by another drug test, Medina Spirit will run in Saturday’s
Preakness in Maryland.

JUST BETWEEN US…
Kentucky Derby winner
Medina Spirit failed a postrace drug test and his victory
is in serious jeopardy.
Churchill Downs has already
suspended his Hall of Fame

1800 Strickland Drive • Orange • (409) 886-1995

Your Home for Outdoor Power
Equipment and Powersports

VANDERHALL ROADSTERS
Vanderhall Roadsters
are built with passion
and by hand.

NEW &
IN STOCK!
COME SEE!
Our Powersports Department service ANY brand of ATVs and UTVs.

LARGE
SELECTION
GENERATORS
& CHAINSAWS

HURRICANE SEASON IS UPON US. BE PREPARED.
We have Generac and Honda generators at unbeatable prices!
We service most major brands of outdoor power equipment.

• Outdoor Power Hours

• Powersports Hours
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Open: Tuesday-Friday: 9 AM - 6 PM
Saturday: 9 AM - 3 PM
Closed: Sunday and Monday

CMYK

• The Record • Week of Wednesday, May 12, 2021 3B

Lessons Learned
Outdoors
Captain Chuck Uzzle
For The Record
For some
unknown
reason society has always been
interested in
and amused
by the misfortunes of others. Television
has had countless shows dedicated to “bloopers” and other gaffes made by everyday
people doing everyday things
and the masses tune in weekly to get another dose of
these antics. I’d be willing to
bet you most fishermen you
know are at least familiar
with the Bill Dance blooper
videos, a compilation of outtakes and blunders that fishermen can certainly relate to
and laugh at as well. I can remember walking through a
Bass Pro Shop and turning a
corner to see the display for
Dance’s blooper video for
sale. There was a TV playing
highlights of the video and I
stood there for a moment by
myself watching only to look

around 5 minutes later to see
a crowd had gathered around
and almost everyone was
laughing or at least relating to many of the events on
the screen. Fast forward to
today’s ultra high tech world
of instant social media gratification and you can take the
Bill Dance example and multiply by millions. Funny videos that get posted to places
like YouTube, Twitter, or Instagram go viral almost instantly and the entire electronic world rejoices. The
“old school” blooper is now
more commonly referred to
as an “epic fail”. The thought
of these unfortunate mishaps being shared with the
world got me thinking about
some of my own “epic fails”
and all I could I do was look
back and laugh.
I don’t know a fisherman
who has not had a mishap at
the boat launch or at least
seen their share of mishaps
at the launch. A Saturday afternoon at a busy launch can
provide some cheap entertainment. I’ve seen some
funny stuff that made me
laugh and cringe all at the

same time. One morning after a duck hunt on a cold December morning I watched a
pair of hunters prepare to
load their boat on the trailer
like they’d done a million
times, or at least that’s what I
thought. It became very apparent one of the hunters had
minimal experience as he
was being coached along at
every step of the loading process. All appeared to going
well until it was time to
winch the boat onto the trailer. This particular ramp was
a little steep and that means
added stress on the strap and
winch itself so you can almost see what was in store.
After attaching the strap to
the boat and beginning to
turn the winch handle for
some reason the novice let go
of the handle and paid dearly
for it. Apparently the lock
mechanism that keeps the
winch from unwinding had
not been engaged and now
the tension on the winch was
released allowing the handle
to spin backwards violently
and to just absolutely beat
the hell out of this guys
knuckles about a half dozen

SETCA names
LCM’s Burke
‘Player of the
Year’
For the second year in a row senior Jack Burke (above) has been
named the Player of the Year for
Boys Golf by the SETCA (Southeast Texas Coaches Association).
This season Burke won six
tournaments including his third
22-4A District title and his second 4A-Region III title.
Jack will finish up the 2021 season as he and the Bears head back
to the 4A Golf State Championship on May 17-18 where he is the
defending 4A State Champion.

Saltwater Weekly Fishing Report
Compiled this week by Texas Parks and Wildlife Department
• Sabine Lake
Overall
conditions:
GOOD. 73 degrees. Redfish
and Speckled trout are good
on a jig along the shoreline
over mud bottom. Black
drum are good on shrimp
around vegetation.
• Bolivar
GOOD. 73 degrees. Speckled trout and redfish are
found when wading the shallow reefs and shorelines and
are best on shrimp or cut
mullet. Black drum are good
around vegetation or structure on crab or shrimp.
Flounder are fair around the
rocks on shrimp.

• Trinity Bay
GOOD. 74 degrees. Wade
fish along the shoreline with
artificial baits or drift over
shell reefs to catch Speckled
trout and redfish. Black
drum are good on crab or
shrimp in the deeper water
or around structure. Flounder will also be along the
shoreline.
• East Galveston Bay
FAIR. 73 degrees. Speckled
trout and Redfish are along
the shoreline and are good
on shrimp or artificial baits.
Black drum are good near
San Luis Pass on shrimp or
crab. Redfish are in the back

lakes and over areas with
sand and shell bottom and
are good on live shrimp.
• West Galveston Bay
FAIR. 73 degrees. Overall
poor fishing lately. Speckled

times before he knew what
happened. At this point I am
now cringing because I know
it hurts some kind of bad but
I can’t help laughing either.
Difficult lesson learned for
sure.
Another less painful example that comes to mind involves a good friend of mine
who was night fishing by
himself. It seems my friend
had purchased a high dollar
flashlight of which he was
both very proud and fond of.
The light was a magnificent
piece of machinery and the
brightest thing you’d ever
seen this side of the sun.
During the night my friend
felt that feeling we all know,
you know the one you get
when nature calls and it cannot be put on hold. Yep, that’s
the one. Well my friend decided to answer the call and
in the process of that he
dropped his shiny new light
on the deck of the boat where
it promptly turned itself on,
bounced twice and went
overboard. All the while this
is happening my half clothed
friend is in the process of
“answering the call” and can
do absolutely nothing but
watch as the brilliant beam
of light disappears into the
depths. At that point there is

nothing you can do but
laugh.4
I personally have had my
share of these moments as
well. I’ve done the simple
ones like being so excited to
go fish a new area that after
making a 30 minute boat ride
to the spot I realized I left my
tackle bag in the truck. I’ve
launched my boat and not
had it secured to the trailer
and watched it float out into
the bay while I had to swim
after it. There was the time I
fished with clients using
their boat and buried it in the
marsh when I took a wrong
turn and spent 2 hours pulling it out to water deep
enough to float. There were a
couple of times I got hit in
the back of the head by clients casting jigs at schooling
fish where I nearly blacked
out. The list goes on and on
as do the lessons learned.
Most folks who fish can relate to some of these examples, some will admit their
mistakes while others will
tend to be a little more secretive or private about theirs. I
think by sharing your failures as well as your success
stories enables you to learn
more about whatever your
interests are because others
around you will certainly

have common experiences
that may provide solutions. It
would be a shame to continue to struggle with a particular problem, technique, or
area when the solution was
right there to be had if only
you had shared your experience with others be it good or
bad.
The information pipeline
that we all love to hate and
hate to love is a powerful
thing. Social media in all it’s
glory can share both positive
and negative images so fast
to so many that it will literally astonish you. Use the technology wisely and enjoy it but
be smart. I’ve seen plenty of
cases where some folks were
so anxious to electronically
post what they did that they
neglected to realize they had
actual broken a law. Make no
mistake about it, game wardens and other law enforcement agencies use social media to build cases and gather
evidence. If you don’t think
getting a ticket or getting in
trouble with the law over
something you did to yourself like posting photos or
videos for the world to see is
just plain stupid then all I
can say is just wait til the
ticket comes and then we’ll
talk about it.

Gulf Shrimp Season Closing on
Saturday, May 15
Staff Report
For The Recoprd
AUSTIN- The Gulf of
Mexico commercial shrimp
season for both Texas and
federal waters will close 30
minutes after sunset on Saturday, May 15, 2021until a
still-to-be determined date
in July. While the statutory
opening date for the gulf season is July 15, the Coastal
Fisheries Division of the Texas Parks and Wildlife Department (TPWD) will be
sampling shrimp populations this summer to determine the optimum opening
date.
In order to allow brown

trout and redfish are poor to
fair over shell-on shrimp or
soft plastics. Flounder are
good on shrimp under a popping cork. Black drum are
biting using shrimp or crab
around structures or vegetation.
• Texas City
GOOD. 73 degrees. Speck-

shrimp to reach a larger and
more valuable size prior to
harvest, the shrimp fishery is
closed annually off Texas.
This helps prevent the waste
of brown shrimp that might
otherwise be discarded due
to their small size.
The May 15 closing date is
based on samples collected
by biologists using trawl, bag
seine and information gathered from the shrimping industry. Data collected includes bag seine catch rates
of brown shrimp, mean
lengths of shrimp in April
2021, percent of samples
containing shrimp, and periods of maximum nocturnal
ebb tidal flow.

“The goal of this closure is
twofold. It allows shrimp to
migrate into gulf waters so
they can reach a larger, more
valuable size before they are
harvested. And it ensures
our shrimp stocks are sustainable in the future,” said
TPWD’s Coastal Fisheries
Division Director Robin
Riechers.
The Texas closure applies
to gulf waters from the coast
out to nine nautical miles.
The National Marine Fisheries Service has announced
federal waters out to 200
nautical miles also will be
closed to shrimping to conform to the Texas closure.

led trout and redfish are
good working the drop-offs
around the dike on topwaters
or shrimp. Flounder and
Black drum are good on
shrimp or mullet around the
rocks or structure.

trout are fair near the ICW
on live shrimp.
Black drum are good on
shrimp around structure.
Some Redfish have been
found along the back lakes
and marshes using shrimp
under a popping cork.
Sheepshead are fair on live
shrimp around the reefs or
jetties.

• Freeport
FAIR. 73 degrees. Speckled

Sabine Redfish
Tournament Series
SERIES TWO:

TOURNAMENT DATES:
Series Three: June 26
Championship July 31

MAY 15

$15,000 PAYOUT

SATURDAY

HOSTED AT

JOIN US FOR FUN
ON COW BAYOU!
H WASHERBOARD

TOURNAMENTS,
H LIVE ENTERTAINMENT,
H FOOD & DRINK SPECIALS,
H FAMILY FUN & MORE!
LOCATED ON COW BAYOU
3109 TEXAS AVE. BRIDGE CITY
(409) 792-5001
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2021 Orange County winners of 117th Miriam Lutcher Stark Contest
Staff Report
For The Record
The Board of Directors
and administrative staff of
the Nelda C. and H.J. Lutcher
Stark Foundation congratulate the winners of the 2021
County Finals of the 117th
Miriam Lutcher Stark Contest in Reading and Declamation. On Sunday, April 25,
2021, students who had previously won first place at the
various local level competitions held at each of the five
Orange County public high
schools competed in the categories of Declamation and
Interpretive Reading at the
County Finals held at the
Lutcher Theater. This year’s
Contest had adjustments due
to COVID-19, so the Contestants were recorded on stage
and separate judging took
place on Saturday, May 1.
There was a historic tie in
the category of Declamation,
with
Orangefield
High
School’s Mary Wernig and
Bridge City High School’s
Tuyen Le both winning 1st
place, while Alicia Odom of
West Orange – Stark High
School won 1st place in Interpretive Reading. Each of
the students received a
$5,000 scholarship for their
1st place awards. For Declamation, Wernig presented
the “Commencement Speech
to UTK” by Dolly Parton and
Le performed “Liberty or
Death” by Patrick Henry.
Odom’s reading was “The
Nightingale and the Rose” by
Oscar Wilde.
Second place in Declamation went to Jonathan Roy of
Little Cypress-Mauriceville
High School for his delivery
of “A Statement to the Court”
by Eugene V. Debs. Bridge
City High School’s Emily
Haynes took 2nd place in Interpretive Reading with her
reading from Hedda Nussbaum’s Surviving Intimate
Terrorism. Each secondplace winner received a
$2,500 scholarship. Additionally, plaques will be delivered this week to first and
second-place winners.
Clyde V. McKee III, Stark
Foundation President and
CEO, presented all County
Final contestants with commemorative watches, which
is a long-held tradition of the
Stark Reading Contest.
More than 100 students
participated in the school
levels of this year’s Stark
Reading Contest, which is
sponsored by the Nelda C.
and H.J. Lutcher Stark Foundation. “I want to congratulate the county winners, all
local level winners, and all finalists for their outstanding
accomplishments, especially
considering the challenges of

Tuyen Le

Emily Haynes

Mary Wernig

Jonathan Roy

Alice Odom

this last year” said Stark
Reading Contest Coordinator, Hannah Danielson. All
participants, from the school
preliminaries to the County
Final, should be applauded
for their hard work and effort. The time and work of
the local school directors
help make this contest possible.
We would also like to recognize all winners from the
2021 Local Level Contests.
Each 1st place winner received a $2,000 scholarship
and a chance to compete in
the County Final, while each
2nd place winner was awarded a $1,500 scholarship.

Interpretive Reading
Haley Nelson – 2nd Place
in Interpretive Reading

the students. The Contest
has continued annually since
its inception in 1904 and offers educational opportunities and experiences for students at Orange County public high schools.

encourage and assist education and to improve and enrich the quality of life in
Southeast Texas.

through the Miriam Lutcher
Stark Contest in Reading and
Declamation, a qualified
scholarship program for
public high school students
in Orange County, Texas.
These venues, programs and
activities provide the community and region with rich
resources and opportunities
for study and enjoyment of
the arts, nature, history, and
culture as well as literary endeavors.

The Miriam Lutcher Stark
Contest in Reading and Declamation is sponsored by the
Nelda C. and H.J. Lutcher
Stark Foundation as part of
its continuing mission to enrich the community and encourage education. The aim
of the Stark Reading Contest
is to enhance the literary and
forensic quality and skills of

About the Nelda C. and
H.J. Lutcher Stark Foundation:
The Nelda C. and H.J.
Lutcher Stark Foundation is
a private operating foundation established in 1961 to

The Stark Foundation
seeks to continue the legacy
of its founders through the
programs of the Stark Museum of Art, Shangri La Botanical Gardens and Nature
Center, The W.H. Stark
House, and the Frances Ann
Lutcher Theater for the Performing Arts, as well as

• Bridge City High School:
Tuyen Le – 1st Place in
Declamation
Raven Hankins – 2nd Place
in Declamation
Waverlee Cooper – 1st in
Interpretive Reading
Emily Haynes – 2nd in Intepretive Reading
• Little Cypress – Mauriceville High School:
Jonathan Roy – 1st Place in
Declamation
McKenzie Freeman –
2nd Place in Declamation
Kori Rushing – 1st Place in
Interpretive Reading
Rylea Tipton – 2nd Place
in Interpretive Reading
• Orangefield High School:
Mary Wernig – 1st Place in
Declamation
Kaitlyn Jenkins – 2nd Place
in Declamation
Hadley Psencik – 1st Place
in Interpretive Reading
Brianna Moore – 2nd Place
in Interpretive Reading
• West Orange – Stark
High School:
Lance Parks – 1st Place in
Declamation
Naomi James – 2nd Place
in Declamation
Alicia Odom – 1st Place in
Interpretive Reading
Rayne Keith – 2nd Place in
Interpretive Reading
• Vidor High School:
Ashton
Sauberon
–
1st Place in Declamation
Savannah
Young
–
2nd Place in Declamation
Ella Bunting – 1st Place in

Orangefield wins H-E-B funds

The HEB Tournament of Champions awarded Orangefield ISD
$3,398.40 to purchase digital microscopes for Orangefield High
School. OISD is grateful for the continued support of HEB and
their commitment to education. Pictured above are Sunshine Copeland, OISD District Librarian/Grant Writer and Rea Wrinkle,
OHS Principal.
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Alamo renovation gets stuck over arguments about slavery
Richard Webner
The Texas Tribune
SAN ANTONIO — The
Alamo needs a makeover; on
that, at least, everyone
agrees. Plaster is flaking off
the walls of the nearly
300-year-old former Spanish
mission, the most revered
battle site in Texas history.
Its one-room exhibit space
can hold only a fraction of
key artifacts. And the surrounding plaza is a tourist
circus, packed with novelty
shops and a Ripley’s Believe
It or Not museum.
But Texans are deeply divided over how, exactly, to
remember the Alamo. A
$450 million plan to renovate the site has devolved
into a five-year brawl over
whether to focus narrowly
on the 1836 battle or present
a fuller view that delves into
the site’s Indigenous history
and the role of slavery in the
Texas Revolution.
Generations
of
Texas
schoolchildren have been
taught to admire the Alamo
defenders as revolutionaries
slaughtered by the Mexican
army in the fight for Texas
independence. But several
were enslavers, including
William B. Travis and Davy
Crockett — an inconvenient
fact in a state where textbooks have only acknowledged since 2018 that slavery
was at issue in the Civil War.
Indeed, an enslaved man
named Joe, who was owned
by Travis, survived the battle
of the Alamo and became
one of the primary sources of
information about the 13day siege, inspiring dozens of
books and movies, including
the John Wayne classic.
Key members of the state’s
GOP leadership and some
conservative groups are insisting that the renovation
stay focused on the battle. A
bill introduced by 10 Republican state lawmakers would
bar the overhaul from citing
any reasons for the Texas
Revolution beyond those
mentioned in the Texas Declaration of Independence —
which does not include slavery.
“If they want to bring up
that it was about slavery, or
say that the Alamo defenders
were racist, or anything like
that, they need to take their
rear ends over the state border and get the hell out of
Texas,”
said
Brandon
Burkhart, president of the
This is Freedom Texas Force,
a conservative group that
held an armed protest last
year in Alamo Plaza.
Democratic elected officials in San Antonio want
the Alamo story to be told

The Cenotaph at Alamo Plaza in San Antonio.

from other perspectives. Indigenous leaders, for example, want the site to show respect for its ancient role as a
burial ground. Meanwhile,
historians argue that support for slavery was indeed a
motivating factor for the
Texas Revolution, a fact that
should be acknowledged at
the site, even if it tarnishes
some giants of Texas history.
“Sometimes we try so hard
to create perfect heroes, and
in trying so hard to create
perfection, we force ourselves into a corner where it’s
difficult to accept the reality
that people are not perfect,”
said Carey Latimore, a history professor at Trinity University.
“As we become more diverse as a nation and a people, we’ve got to learn how to
talk about these difficult
conversations, but we’ve got
to talk about it with nuance.
And that’s what’s missing
right now in our society, is
the nuance.”
Elected leaders have talked
for decades about redeveloping the Alamo complex,
which lies in the heart of San
Antonio, not far from the famous River Walk. But those
plans have always presented
logistical challenges — the
Alamo is owned by the state,
while the adjoining plaza is
owned by the city — as well
as ideological ones.
The original plan, announced in 2017, called for
repairing the Alamo, fixing
up the plaza and building a
world-class museum for artifacts, including a collection
donated by rock musician
Phil Collins, an Alamo enthusiast. It represented a rare
alliance between the state’s
Republican leadership and
one of its more liberal cities,
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with San Antonio committing $38 million to the budget and the state of Texas
pitching in $106 million.
That left at least $200 million to be raised through donations.
But aspects of the plan
quickly met with outrage, especially its treatment of the
Cenotaph, a 56-foot monument to Alamo defenders
erected in the plaza in 1940.
Under the plan, the Cenotaph would be moved 500
feet south and deposited in
front of the historic Menger
Hotel. The idea was to make
the plaza “period neutral”
and help visitors imagine
how the Alamo looked as a
mission and fort. But conservative groups rallied in
armed protest and turned up
at public meetings chanting
“Not one inch!”
State leaders took up the
cause, including Lt. Gov. Dan
Patrick (R), who has closely
aligned himself with former
president Donald Trump.
Last year, Patrick threatened
to wrest control of the Alamo away from the General
Land Office, which is led by
George P. Bush, a potential
political rival and son of former Florida governor Jeb
Bush. Patrick took to Twitter
to criticize Bush’s “lousy
management.”
Meanwhile, Alamo Plaza
became a focus of San Antonio’s Black Lives Matter protests. Last summer, the
Cenotaph was spray-painted
with graffiti decrying white
supremacy.
The struggle over the
Cenotaph ended in September when the Texas Historical Commission, a state
board whose members are
appointed by Gov. Greg Abbott (R), voted to deny a per-

mit to move it. Nearly half of
the board members of the
nonprofit raising funds for
the Alamo renovation resigned in protest — raising
doubts about where the rest
of money would come from.
The board’s decision necessitated a new vote by the
San Antonio City Council to
authorize the project. Bush
and San Antonio Mayor Ron
Nirenberg threw their political muscle behind reviving
the project. In early March,

Nirenberg took the unusual
step of replacing a city council member, Roberto Treviño, who had been leading
two committees coordinating the project and had been
staunchly in favor of moving
the Cenotaph.
On April 15, the city council voted to go forward with a
new plan that leases much of
the plaza to the state for at
least 50 years — and leaves
the Cenotaph in place.
“The plan itself is much
more than a single monument,” Nirenberg said in an
interview. “My view, which is
shared by the vast majority
of San Antonians and Texans, is that regardless of your
feelings on the Cenotaph
moving, it’s not moving. This
is the most significant piece
of land in the entire state of
Texas, and it deserves the
reverence and dignity of a
preservation project that has
been a generation in the
making.”
The day after the council
vote, Nirenberg appeared
with Bush and Patrick in Alamo Plaza to unveil a new
exhibit with a replica of a
cannon that fired upon the
Mexican army. Bush and
Patrick traded compliments,
with Bush declaring that
“there’s nobody in the state
Capitol who cares more
about Texas history” than
Patrick.
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Meanwhile, issues of race
and slavery at the Alamo remain unresolved.
The Tap Pilam Coahuiltecan Nation, an Indigenous
group, is still fighting to have
the complex treated as a
cemetery and to tell the story
of the Indigenous people
buried there, said Ramón
Vásquez, one of its leaders.
“The site is much bigger
than just the 1836 battle,” he
said.
Treviño, who represents
much of central San Antonio, said his push to move
the Cenotaph had been
aimed at telling a more “inclusive story.” He also supported carving into the monument the names of enslaved
people and Tejanos — native
Texans of Mexican descent
— who were present at the
1836 battle.
These days, Treviño wonders whether the city would
have been better off redoing
Alamo Plaza on its own.
“The issue for the project
has been that there’s a lot of
moving parts, and a lot of
people who have tried to insert their version of history,”
he said. “You have to remember that this city is predominantly Hispanic. And for
many years, it has not felt
like it’s seen itself in that story.”
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• Just $10 For A 30 Word Ad In Both Papers And The Web
• Classified Newspaper Deadline: Monday 5 P.M. For Upcoming Issue
• You Can Submit Your Ad ANYTIME Online At TheRecordLive.com

Community Classifieds
Call 735-5305

Your ads published in both newspapers,
the County Record and the Penny Record
plus on our web site TheRecordLive.com
APPLIANCES

GARAGE SALE

HARRY’S
APPLIANCES - Used appliances
starting
at
$99.95, 302 10th. St.
(10th. & main) Orange, We also buy
used appliances, Call
or come by 409-8864111.

Garage Sale this Sat.,
5/15 from 8 am to 3
pm at 700 Jacob Circle, 77630. Bunch of
good stuff, tools,
bikes, clothes, furniture, etc.

FOR RENT
1 & 2 BR Houses for
Rent in the Orange /
Little Cypress area.
All bills paid, appliances & A/C included. No deposit. Please
call 409-330-1641 or
409-988-9336.
Handyman special,
rent to own, fix like
you want. Great location, call for details
today @ 409-8867047. Mobile Home
and space rentals
available.

PETS
Free
kittens,
14
weeks old, 2 gray and
1 white, all males.
Have not been outside. Please call 409886-5854, downtown
Orange.

Garage Sale this Sat.,
5/15 from 8 am to 2
pm, Rain or shine.
Watch for signs at
1442 & I-10, south to
Glenwood.
Household items, collectors
sports items and Hot
Wheels.
Garage Sale Fri., May
14th & Sat. May 15th
from 8 am - 2 pm at
214
Ridgewood,
Bridge City. Dishes,
treadmill, and lots of
misc. Come and see.
NOTICE: Vehicle stored at
Gilbeaux’s Towing and
Transport Inc. 058449 VSF
16527 Hwy 62 S.
Orange, TX 77630
PH (409) 886-0007
Total charges cannot be computed until
the vehicle is claimed, storage charges will
accrue daily until the vehicle is released.
Must demonstrate proof of ownership and
pay current charges to claim vehicle.

www.tdlr.texas.gov
Vin#3N1CN7AP8KL867285
19 NISSAN
Owed $307.20
Vin#2HGFA16588H530144
08 HONDA
Owed $1423.30
Vin#JM3LW28A430344043
03 MAZDA
Owed $731.76
Vin#KMHHU6KJ7EU118476
14 HYUNDAI
Owed $2538.49

NOTICE TO
CREDITORS

A N N O U N C E M E N T S

Notice is hereby given
that original Letters
Testamentary for the
Estate of SHEILA RAE
SMITH, Deceased, were
issued on April 7, 2021,
in Cause No. P18960
styled: Estate of Sheila
Rae Smith, Deceased,
in the County Court at
Law of Orange County,
Texas, to: MEREDITH
GAYLE SEAY f/k/a
Meredith Gayle Smith,
whose mailing address is
3894 Wilkinson Road,
Orange, Texas 77632.
All persons having claims
against this Estate which
is currently being administered are required
to present them to the
undersigned within the
time and in the manner
prescribed by law.
DATED the
June, 2017.

• Penny Record Office: 333 West Roundbunch, Bridge City
• County Record Office: 320 Henrietta, Orange
Note: Offices Closed On Wednesday

9th day of

Larry C. Hunter
Larry C. Hunter
Ferguson Law Firm
350 Pine Street St. 1440
Beaumont, TX 77701
Phone:(409)832-9700
Fax: (409)832-9708
Email: Lhunter@tflfirm.com

Al-Anon can help if
someone close to you
has a drinking problem. Al-Anon meets
Sundays & Wednesdays, 7:00 p.m., North
Orange
Baptist
Church, 4775 N. 16th
St. (Rear), Orange, TX
77632. Call Angela at
474-2171 or Jane at
409-670-2887
for
more info. Calls are
kept Confidential.
The Dementia Care
Givers’
Support
Group meets at St.
Francis
of
Assisi
Catholic
Church,
Canticle
Building,
4300 Meeks Drive in
Orange on the following days and times:
Second Wednesday of
every month at 10:00
a.m., and Second
Thursday of every
month at 6:30 pm
Walking His Way
Walking Club
will
meet on Mondays &
Thursdays from 8:00
am-10:00 am at First
Baptist Church FLC located at 200 W. Roundbunch in Bridge City. .

Depot Day, the annual family fun day
scheduled for Saturday, May 1, had to be
canceled because of
the rainy weather.
The Friends of the
Orange Depot have
rescheduled the event
for Saturday, June 5,
10AM-2PM. Information can be obtained
by calling Co-chairman Rose Simar at
409-330-1576, or by
visiting the website
www.orangetxdepot.
org.
A cleanup is scheduled for Dorman
Cemetery, off Tulane
Rd., on Saturday, May
15 at 8 am. Please
bring mowers, weed
eaters, blowers, clippers, rakes and garbage bags.
Drinks
and snacks will be
provided. Call Brenda at 409-920-6202,
Donna at 409-7790281 or James at 409543-6495 if you have
any questions.

“Everybody
Reads
The Record!”
SESAME STREET

CITATION BY PUBLICATION (OTHER) - COPUBWD

BIRTHS • ENGAGEMENTS • DEATHS
WEDDINGS • MEMORIALS
Please call us at
409-735-5305 or 409-886-7183
FOR SALE
409-886-7183
409-735-5305

HELP
WANTED
FULL TIME &
PART TIME
GROCERY STOCKERS
GROCERY CHECKERS
- DELI WORKERS
APPLY IN PERSON
ONLY - NO PHONE
CALLS PLEASE!

K-DAN”S
SUPER FOODS _
9604 FM 105
DANNY’S SUPER FOODS
2003 Western

American
Legion Post 49

THE STATE OF TEXAS
To: Jerry Glass

Respondent, NOTICE:

YOU HAVE BEEN SUED. You may employ an attorney. If you
or your attorney do not file a written answer with the clerk who issued
this citation by 10:00 A.M. on the Monday next following the expiration of 20 days after you were served this citation and petition, a default judgement may be taken against you.

409-886-1241

The petition of Robert Holston, Petitioner, was filed in the
260th District Court of Orange County, Texas on 8th day of
April, 2021, against Jerry Glass, Respondent, numbered
210150-C. The suit request:

TRACTOR
WORK

That Plantiff be awarded fee simple title to the property
and for all other relief to which he may be justly entitled,
both in law and in equity.

• Bush Hogging
• Water
• Dirt & Shell
• Sewer
• Electrical
• Digging Services

LOCAL

409-670-2040

• Garage Sales
• Birthdays
• For Sale
• Weddings
• Rentals
• Memorials
• Services
• Engagements

The court has authority in this suit to enter any judgement
which will be binding on you.
ISSUED AND GIVEN under my hand and seal of said Court
at Orange, Texas, this April 14th, 2021.

VICKIE EDGERLY, District Clerk
Orange County, Texas

Vickie Edgerly

BUSINESS CARD LISTINGS 409•886•7183 or 409•735•5305

ORANGE’S OLDEST HOMETOWN APPLIANCE DEALER

SI NCE 1963

HARRY’S

APPLIANCE & SERVICE, INC.

• FREEZERS • DISHWASHERS
• REFRIGERATORS • WASHERS & DRYERS
• RANGES • AIR CONDITIONERS
We sell parts for all major brands - We service what we sell!
FREE LOCAL
DELIVERY

409•886•4111

ACROSS
1. Scarecrow stuffing
6. Observe
9. Kind of ski lift
13. “Fear of Flying”
author Jong
14. Madame Tussauds’
medium
15. Fervent
16. Never say this?
17. You to are is as
thou to ____
18. Skylit lobbies
19. *It isn’t easy “bein’
green” for him
21. *First bilingual
Sesame Street puppet
23. Flower precursor
24. Rental on the links
25. Rowing prop
28. Banana remnant
30. Besmear
35. Poker variety
37. Away from wind
39. Like helium gas
40. Coconut fiber
41. Like an iPhone
43. Singular of #33
Down
44. Per ____, or yearly
46. Guesstimate
phrase, 2 words
47. Raise, as in child
48. Bob Marley’s music
50. TV classic “____
Make a Deal”
52. Hi-____ monitor
53. Oscar Wilde’s
Dorian ____
55. *Sesame Street’s
Meryl Sheep
57. *Every starred clue
in this puzzle
60. *Self-described as
lovable, cute and furry
63. One born to Japanese immigrants
64. Be in the red
66. He had no cause?
68. Thin mountain
ridge
69. Local area network
70. Unmanned flyer
71. Hospital statistics
unit, pl.
72. NaOH
73. Church assembly

302 10th St.
Orange

Stakes Electric
“GENERAC GENERATORS”
COMMERCIAL • RESIDENTIAL
OLD HOMES • LED UPGRADES
ALL UNDERGROUND

409-749-4873

Licensed
Customer: #25151 Master: #14161

CMYK

Down
1. D.C. V.I.P.
2. “Star ____”
3. Either Gauche or
Droite in Paris
4. Like a lemon
5. Beginning of a
workout
6. Special law enforcement unit, acr.
7. Elephant’s distinguished feature
8. Uncredited actor
9. Lake ____caca,
South America
10. *Ernie’s roommate
11. Diva’s delivery
12. Swedish shag rug
15. “____ your seatbelts”
20. Think tank output
22. Eyeball shape
24. “I can see ____
now the rain has
gone...”
25. *Trash can dweller
26. Be sorry for one’s
wickedness
27. Repenting
29. *He avoids pronouns and speaks in
falsetto
31. Gloomy
32. More competent
33. Arm bones
34. *Mama, Papa, Baby
and Curly
36. Chemical cure
38. Gaelic tongue
42. Load carrier
45. Crow’s cousin
49. Old English for
before
51. Arya Stark’s Needle
and Jedi’s Lightsaber,
e.g.
54. Lagoon wall
56. Each and all
57. Bog down
58. From a secondhand store
59. Four-legged friends
60. Autry or Wilder
61. Jet black
62. Nevada city
63. Pick up, as in
suspect
65. Modus operandi
67. Light-emitting
diode

