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Two of the five worst rain-
fall events in U.S. history, 
back-to-back hurricanes, a 
record ice storm and a year-
long COVID shutdown 
should have sent the Orange 
County economy reeling.

They were devastating to 
many property owners and 
non-essential workers, for 
sure.

But that’s not what sales 
tax figures say.

Despite hurricanes Laura 
and Delta aiming 100 miles 
per hour winds at trees and 
rooftops while homeowners 
still struggled with the after-
math of Tropical Storms 
Harvey and Imelda, this eco-

nomic indicator trended up.
Everyone decried the shut-

down of bars and restaurants 
and tattoo parlors and bar-
ber shops and Gov. Greg Ab-
bott didn’t end his restric-
tions until more than a year 
had gone by.

So why are local sales tax 
receipts reaching record 
highs?

“Through all the things, 
disasters, COVID and all 
that, our sales tax continues 
to climb. I can’t explain it,” 
County Commissioner Rob-
ert Viator said Tuesday.

County Treasurer Christy 
Khoury filed in the court’s 
minutes a direct deposit 
from the State Comptroller 
of Public Accounts in the 
amount of $666,093.46 at 

this week’s Commissioners 
Court.

That is from sales tax col-
lected in Orange County in 
March (though the Comp-
troller calls it the May pay-
ment). The total local sales 
tax of 8.25 percent for each 
covered purchase is sent to 
the state by merchants and 
0.5 percent (1/2 cent per dol-
lar spent) is returned to the 

county.
Tuesday’s announced re-

turn is the highest Khoury 
says she’s ever seen.

A check of the Comptrol-
ler’s website shows it’s the 
largest monthly receipt by 
the county in the records, 
which date back to 2013.

Figures on the website 
show that the $666,000 fig-
ure is a 32-percent increase 

over March 2021 receipts 
and for the past five months, 
the total sales tax received by 
Orange County -- $2.8 mil-
lion – is 18 percent over the 
same period last year.

At that pace ($560,000 per 
month), the county would 
collect $6.72 million for a 
year.

Jay Trahan, Assistant City 
Manager for Orange, said 

Orange received $244,000 
this month for its half-cent 
of sales tax receipt that funds 
its Economic Development 
Corporation.

The city also gets another 
full-cent allocation that goes 
to its general fund.

“That’s a significant in-
crease,” Trahan said.

SHANNON NAJMABADI
THE TEXAS TRIBUNE

The Republican-led Legis-
lature passed a bill to almost 
immediately outlaw abortions 
in Texas if the U.S. Supreme 
Court reverses Roe v. Wade, 
the 1973 case that legalized 
abortion.

Called a “trigger” law, 
House Bill 1280 would take 
effect 30 days after the Su-
preme Court overturned the 
Roe decision or after a court 
ruling or constitutional 
amendment gave states the 
authority to prohibit abor-
tions.

The bill does not make ex-
ceptions for women at risk of 
suicide or self-harm, pregnant 
as a result of rape or incest, or 

in the case of severe or poten-
tially lethal fetal abnormali-
ties. Women who face death 
or a “substantial impairment 
of major bodily function” if an 
abortion is not performed are 
excluded from the Texas ban.

The bill’s passage comes 
days after Gov. Greg Abbott 
signed one of the strictest 
abortion laws nationwide, 
and as a Supreme Court rul-
ing on abortion — the first 
from its newly expanded 
conservative majority — is 
looming.

It “will create in Texas the 
fullest extent of protection 
for the unborn, in the event 
and to the extent that the Su-
preme Court reverses its rul-
ings,” said state Sen. Angela 

Paxton, a McKinney Repub-
lican and sponsor of the 
measure.

HB 1280, which already 
passed the House, passed the 
Senate Tuesday and now 
heads to the Texas governor 
for signature. It’s widely 
backed by Republicans, who 
have aggressively pushed 
conservative social issues as 
legislative priorities this ses-
sion, ranging from abortion 
to the the permitless carry of 
handguns.

Proponents of the “trigger” 
legislation say it would let 
the state’s part-time Legisla-
ture swiftly ban abortions if 
ever allowed by the Supreme 
Court.

But opponents say the ban 

and other abortion restric-
tions would simply push 
abortions underground or 
put them out of reach for 
people unable to travel out-
of-state for the procedure.

“I’m worried we will see 
more people pursue sort of 
do-it-yourself — the prover-
bial back alley procedures 
that are less safe, and much 
more likely to have compli-
cations,” said state Rep. Erin 
Zwiener, D-Driftwood, in an 
interview. “I think some-
thing a lot of my colleagues 
miss is that it’s not a choice 
between abortion and not 
abortion, it’s a choice be-
tween safe legal abortion and 
unsafe illegal abortion.”

The City of West Orange 
landed $3.8 million to im-
prove drainage and Mayor 
Randy Branch was happy to 
get it.

“We applied for this grant 
and they finally finalized it,” 
said Branch, a former city al-
derman who was elected at 
the start of May to replace 
longtime mayor Roy McDon-
ald.

“This has probably been in 
the works at least a couple of 
years.”

Monday, Branch joined 
Texas Land Commissioner 
George P. Bush, Texas Sen. 
Robert Nichols, Texas House 
Speaker Dade Phelan and Vi-
dor Mayor Pro Tem Misty 
Songe to announce the Texas 
General Land Office had ap-
proved a total of $19.6 mil-
lion in flood mitigation proj-
ects for Orange County.

Vidor was the only other 
recipient, landing $15.8 mil-
lion.

West Orange’s project will 
address drainage in the 
northern and central parts of 
the city, said Melinda Smith, 
grants consultant for Traylor 
& Associates.

She pointed out that West 
Orange had $25 million of 
grants in its pipeline.

“They have tried and been 
very successful in winning 
grants,” she said.

The GLO is Texas’ agency 
that disburses federal fund-

ing from the Department of 
Housing and Urban Develop-
ment’s Community Develop-
ment Block Grant once Con-
gress releases the money.

The infrastructure proj-
ects will directly benefit 
thousands of residents in a 
mainly low-to-medium in-
come (LMI) area that has 
faced repetitive storm dam-
age in 2015, 2016, 2017 with 
Hurricane Harvey, and 2019, 
according to a GLO news re-
lease.

The funding goes for im-
provements in West Orange 
include deepening and wid-
ening roadside ditches, re-
moving and replacing dam-
aged and undersized culverts 
under driveways and street 
crossings, hardening exist-
ing outfall ditches and in-
stalling concrete lining to al-
low for faster dissipation of 
flood waters.

The city of West Orange 
will improve over 40 differ-
ent sites throughout the city.

“Aging infrastructure is 
one of our greatest challeng-
es when dealing with flood-
ing,” Branch said. “From hur-
ricanes, tropical storms and 
major rain events, our drain-
age system has been stressed 
beyond its limits.

“This funding we’re receiv-
ing today from Commission-
er Bush and the GLO allows 
the city to make improve-
ments to our drainage sys-
tem that will help us be bet-
ter prepared for these cata-
strophic flooding events.”

Charlie Dubois of Little 
Cypress said it was the 2012 
funeral for his father-in-law, 
Earl Bilbo, that moved him 
to put his U.S. Army uni-
form back on and assist at 
funerals.

John Hall of north Orange 
joined after he saw the 
Southeast Texas Veterans 
Group Honor Guard at a 
close friend’s funeral.

And Monday they will 
both be in Beaumont for a 
10 a.m. Memorial Day Ser-
vice at Forest Lawn Ceme-
tery, 4955 Pine Street.

As the country and the 
state opens up after a year of 
COVID-19 lockdowns, it’s 
the only area Memorial Day 
observance, according to 
the two vets.

The STVG Honor Guard 
will perform its POW/MIA 
ceremony to remember 
those lost in American mili-
tary actions.

“Usually there’s not a dry 
eye in the house – including 
the vets taking part in the 
ceremony,” said Hall, who 
served 20 years in the Navy, 
mostly aboard an aircraft 
carrier, and numerous de-
ployments in the Gulf War.

The ceremony will in-
clude several speakers and 
the STVG Honor Guard will 
also offer a 21-gun rifle vol-
ley and play Taps at the end 
of the tribute.

Hall and Dubois are 
among about 50 members of 
the STVG, which was 
formed in 1988. Besides 
special military remem-
brances to mark Veterans 
Day and Memorial Day, the 
group’s main mission is 
working with area funeral 
homes to provide military 
honors for those Southeast 
Texans who served their 
country in uniform.

“The military used to pro-
vide full military honors for 

all veterans, but now it’s 
only for the high-ranking 
officers,” said Dubois, once 
a combat engineer in Viet-
nam.

C.P. Williams, a retired 
Marine from Jasper County 
who was in the first uni-

formed American fighting 
force to land in Vietnam in 
1965, is the group’s funeral 
coordinator.

This has been “an ex-
tremely busy year” for the 
Honor Guard, he said.

“As of today, we’ve been in 

146 funerals this year,” he 
said Tuesday after a service 
in Vidor.

“We used to do funerals 
for World War II vets, but 
we don’t have many of those 

Lamar State College Orange held its first-ever Career and 
Technical Education (CTE) Signing Day last Tuesday, awarding 
twenty-two students technical scholarships sponsored by local 
industry and foundation partners. Pictured above with LSCO 
President Thomas Johnson is Kaycie Gunn for Process Technol-
ogy, Chevron Phillips Chemical Company Scholarship. Seen with 
her are her parents Chris and Cindy Gunn.

See Page 5A for complete list of scholarship recipients and do-
nors.

LSCO scholarship signing day

Texas Legislature passes “trigger” law abortion bill

WO lands $3.8M 
grant from GLO

Record sales receipts signal disaster recovery
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The American flag and a patriotic floral arrangement adorns the grave of a local veteran at Hill-
crest Memorial Cemetery in Orange County.                                              RECORD PHOTO: Mark Dunn

C.P. Williams, left, salutes as other members of the Veterans Honor Guard stands. Ready for a 21-
gun volley at a recent funeral.                                                                RECORD PHOTO: Dave Rogers
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What can I do with this new technology?

PARTICIPANTS NEEDED for assessment of new hearing technology 

“To hear clearly is to live fully.”
You are invited by Brown Hearing Centers to participate in 
a market research program in your area to evaluate a new 
digital hearing instrument.
This new digital technology is revolutionary in its ability to 
provide a natural sound experience within a device that is at 
the same time comfortable, discreet and easy to use.

Free demonstration of new technology with no obligation to purchase.

How it works:
► Demonstrations will be available to all 

qualified participants.
► Call to schedule a FREE hearing 

evaluation during this event.

► Should you decide that you would like 
to purchase the technology, a deep 
discount will be offered.

Evaluation Dates
May 26 - June 8, 2021

9 am - 5 pm
Call now for this free demonstration:

1-888-464-8896

Brown Hearing Centers
105 Camellia Ave. | Orange 
2190 Hwy 365 | Nederland

6656 Phelan Blvd. | Beaumont
. . .Where  techno logy  meets  t rad i t ion .

brown
HEARING CENTERS

► Enjoy a Show - follow speech even in 
environments that tend to echo.

► Brunch with Friends - background noise 
reduction technology allows you to follow 
conversation

► Get Outside - wind reduction allows you to 
hear clearly even outdoors.

► Connect to Devices - hear music, phone 
conversations and TV in high definition. 
(Even your grandkids will be impressed!)

‘The Record’ Salutes Our 2021 Graduates

Waverlee Cooper is the daughter of Kim and James Cooper, 
and younger sister of Michaela Cooper. Waverlee will be 
graduating as the Valedictorian of Bridge City High School’s 
Class of 2021. Waverlee has been involved with multiple clubs 
and organizations throughout her high school career. She has 
been her varsity volleyball team’s head captain for two years 
and advanced all the way to the regional quarterfinals this 
year. She was also on the varsity tennis team, where she’s 
earned district champion since her freshman year. She has 
also held multiple leadership positions, such as being chosen 
to represent her school in the HOBY Leadership Camp, RYLA, 
and YLSET. She has also participated in Stark Reading, UIL 
Math, band, and student council. When she isn’t busy, she 
volunteers her time to Adapted Sports for Kids, the Hospital-
ity Center, Tutoring, and Salvation Army. Waverlee has 
earned Lamar’s full-ride Presidential Scholarship, where she 
will Major in Biology and attend Dental School afterwards.

The Orangefield High School Class of 2021 Valedictorian 
is Jezlyn Matlock and the Salutatorian is Tyler Washington. 

Jezlyn is the daughter of Leroy and Zena Matlock and is 
ranked 1st our of 119 with a GPA of 4.82.  Her awards include 
Various Big “O” Awards: Honors English II, Health Educa-
tion, and Human Services; Highest Honors Award - Fresh-
man, Sophomore, and Junior Year and Miriam Lutcher Stark 
Interpretive Reading Contest: 1st Place April 2018.  She was 
involved with multiple clubs and organizations which include 
National Honor Society; Family, Career and Community 
Leaders of America Member; 2018-present Meet in the Mid-
dle Member 2018-present; Sophomore Class President  2018-
2019; Be the One Student Leaders 2017-present; Fellowship of 
Christian Athletes 2017-2018; Freshman Class Treasurer 
2017-2018; Interact Club Member 2017-2018 and Lady Bobcat 
Athletics 2017-2018.  

Graciela Lyons is the oldest daughter of Michele and Doug 
Lyons and will be graduating as salutatorian of the class of 
2021. Throughout her time at Bridge City High School, Gra-
ciela  has participated in many extracurriculars such as 
marching band, soccer, UIL Academics, and National Honor 
Society. She has held various leadership positions as well, 
serving as one of the captains of the soccer team, co-captain 
of the drumline, and as Parliamentarian of National Honor 
Society.  Graciela  also took many AP and Dual Enrollment 
classes, earning college credit in those subjects. In the fall, 
she will be attending the University of North Texas with the 
President’s Honors scholarship to major in computer science. 

BCHS 2021 Valedictorian Waverlee Cooper OHS 2021 Valedictorian  Jezlyn MatlockBCHS 2021 Salutatorian Graciela Lyons

Bridge City High School closed out the 2020-21 school year by 
naming distinguished classmates and an educator. Miss BCHS 
Waverlee Cooper was named Miss BCHS,, Grant Boudreaux was 
named Mr. BCHS and Educator of the Year is the one and only Mrs. 
Cathy Parks Riley.

Tyler Washington is the son of Patrick and Tahia Washing-
ton and is ranked 2nd out of 119 with a GPA of 4.79.

He has many awards and honors which include Various Big 
“O” Awards: Chemistry and Algebra II;

Highest Honors Award - Freshman, Sophomore, and Junior 
Year; BC-OF Rotary Club Award; Mr. OHS and Class Saluta-
torian.

Tyler was involved in the National Honor Society, Fellow-
ship of Christian Athletes and the Breakfast Club throughout 
High School.  He plans on attending Texas A&M next fall for 
pre-dental and eventually would like to become a dentist.

OHS 2021 Salutatorian  Tyler Washington

Left: Orangefield High School Salutatorian Tyler Washington.
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Service Department
Professional Service Technichians For

Outdoor Power Equipment & Powersports

1800 Strickland Drive • Orange • (409) 886-1995

Open: Monday-Friday: 8 AM - 5 PM
Saturday: 9 AM - 12 PM

Closed: Sunday

• Outdoor Power Hours • Powersports Hours
Open: Tuesday-Friday: 9 AM - 6 PM

Saturday: 9 AM - 3 PM
Closed: Sunday and Monday

We can service ANY brand of ATVs and UTVs and
most major brands of Outdoor Power Equipment.

LARGE
SELECTION

GENERATORS
& CHAINSAWS

DON’T WAIT FOR DISASTER. PREPARE NOW.
We have Generac and Honda generators at unbeatable prices!

New & Preowned
TRIKES

Tour the highway in comfort, style 
and stability with our new and used 
Harley Davidson and Honda Trikes.

In Our Showroom
Now Come See!

kfisher@co.orange.tx.us

Karen Fisher
Orange County Tax

Assessor-Collector and Staff

MEMORIAL DAY
We Will Never Forget

Thank You
To All Of Our

Orange County
Veterans

John Hall, third from left, prepares to join other members of the Southeast Texas Veterans Group in 
a 21-gun volley as part of a recent veteran’s funeral service.

Charlie Dubois, right, visits with other members of the Southeast Texas Veterans Group honor guard 
prior to a veteran’s funeral in Vidor Tuesday morning. The Southeast Texas Veterans Group honor 
guard honor Bridge City’s Athanase Benoit with a 21-gun volley at Benoit’s recent funeral.
                                                                                           RECORD PHOTO: Dave Rogers

left alive. We’re starting to 
get a lot of funerals for Kore-
an War and Vietnam vets.”

Williams says the goal is to 
have a group of nine or 10 
Honor Guard members at 
each funeral, including a sev-
en-man rifle team.

“We were shut down for 
four months by COVID,” he 

said, recalling that social dis-
tancing rules didn’t allow 
traditional funerals to be 
held for much of 2020.

“Then we cut back during 
the pandemic to a three-man 
rifle team, just to limit expo-
sure. Three is the minimum 
amount I can use for a rifle 
team.”

While most of the Honor 
Guard members are retired 
and the average age is over 
60, Hall, 56, is still working 
full-time at the U.S. Reserve 

Fleet anchored in the Neches 
River, not far south from La-
mar University.

Hall, whose active duty 
jobs included loading bombs 
on carrier aircraft and keep-
ing track of ammunition on 
board, is in charge of main-
taining the STVG ceremoni-
al weapons.

They use M-1 Garand ri-
fles, which were standard is-
sue in World War II and Ko-
rea, and fire .30-caliber 
blanks.  

He says a 21-gun salute is 
reserved for dignitaries, “like 
the President or Vice Presi-
dent.” But the STVG’s 21-gun 
volleys is similar in that it is 
seven riflemen firing three 
shots each.

“We call it a volley, and you 
can have three men or seven 
on an Honor Guard,” Hall 

said. “Three volleys is three 
rounds of shots.”

All of the STVG members 
are volunteers and all pay for 
their travel to and from 
events, which include funer-
als as far away as Silsbee and 
Winnie.

Their uniforms, which in-
clude winter and summer 
wear, are provided by the 
group, with funds raised 
through donations.

“I joined because I wanted 
to pay back those who sacri-
ficed for this country,” Du-
bois said, “to give their fami-
lies some comfort.

“When I first started, it 
was very emotional for me to 
see the family grieving.”

Hall agreed.
“It’s not about me or our 

group. It’s for the veteran 
who has passed away. If not 
for the veteran that went be-
fore me, I might not have 
been able to do my duty,” 
Hall said.

“A lot of them, who served 
in Vietnam, Korea or World 
War II, I look up to those 
guys who sacrificed a lot.”

In Remembrance  From Page 1

Disaster recovery   From Page 1

Import tariffs, COVID-
caused shutdowns of manu-
facturers and world-wide 
computer chip shortages 
have been blamed for the 
price of everything increas-
ing in recent months.

But the trend for higher 
and higher sales tax receipts 
for Orange County didn’t 
start this year.

Orange County total-year 
sales tax receipts for 2020 
were $5.75 million, the high-
est since at least 2012 and 
probably ever.

That followed $5.3 million 
in both 2019 and 2018, ac-
cording to the Comptroller. 
The county’s sales tax re-
ceipts were $5.1 million in 
2015.

A tight market on building 
supplies typically follow 
storms, with homeowners 
repairing their houses them-
selves or hiring contractors 
and few places have had as 

many storms do damage as 
Southeast Texas.

“I’ve just heard everybody 
talking about the price of 
lumber,” Viator said, “Ten 
dollars a stud, $90 for a sheet 
of ¾-inch plywood.”

Brad Childs, Orange 
Councilman and owner of 
Childs Ace Hardware and 
Building Supplies, compares 
this sales boom to one that 
occurred after the terrorist 
attacks on America on 9/11 
in 2001.

“I can compare these last 
14 months to what happened 
right after 9/11 and for 
months afterward,” he said.

“Planes were grounded, 
vacations canceled, people 
stayed close to home. In-
stead of spending money out 
of town and out of the coun-
try, people sought comfort in 
their own backyards. Many 
made their own oasis at 
home with money that would 

have otherwise bought them 
a week aty a resort.

“Fast forward to COV-
ID-19,” Childs said. “It has 
many people spending local-
ly in much the same way as 
the aftermath of 9/11. Add to 
that the two wind event 
storms through our area, an 
ice storm and the rising costs 
of so many manufactured 
goods. As prices go up, sales 
tax collections will rise pro-
portionately.”

Viator noted that local 
governments are beginning 
to start on their 2022 bud-
gets.

“This [more sales tax col-
lections] does figure in. Of 
course, that will help for the 
budget,” Viator said.

“It will definitely help ev-
erybody’s budget, not just 
the county’s but the cities’ 
too.”

Family Fun Day at Orange Train Depot Museum reset for June 5

Depot Day, the annual family fun day is rescheduled for Saturday, June 5, 10AM-2PM. In-
formation can be obtained by calling Co-chairman Rose Simar at 409-330-1576, or by visit-
ing the website www.orangetxdepot.org.

“When I first started, it was 
very emotional for me to 
see the family grieving.”
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THIS WEEK FOR THE RECORD

Originally called  Decoration Day, Memorial Day  is a 
day of remembrance for those who have died in our na-
tion’s service. There are stories as to its actual beginnings, 
but it was first proclaimed on May 5, 1868 by  General 
John Logan, in his General Order #11 and was first ob-
served on May 30, 1868, when flowers were placed on the 
graves of Union and Confederate soldiers. The South re-
fused to acknowledge  Decoration Day, honoring their 
dead on separate days until after World War I. It is now 
celebrated in almost every state on the  last Monday in 
May  (passed by Congress in 1968 to ensure a three day 
weekend for Federal holidays), though several southern 
states have an additional, separate day for honoring the 
Confederate war dead.

SERVICES TO BE HELD FOR KIRBY PROCELL 

In December, 2020, Kirby entered the hospital after be-
ing diagnosed with coronavirus.

In February we reported he was still fighting the virus. 
On May 22, Kirby E. Procell, age 83, passed away. I have 
known his brother Quincy, for over 50 years. There were 
five Procell brothers. The Procell name is known around 
the county for their machine work and building of auto en-
gines. Throughout the years they have built engines that 
made them famous and won many awards. Kirby had spent 
much of his life as a salesman but when he retired he joined 
his brothers and nephew at Procell’s Shop. The Procell 
family is known for their good deeds and just being down 
to earth friends. Graveside service will be held at 1:30 p.m., 
Thursday, May 27, Hillcrest Memorial Garden in Orange.  
Visitation will be from 5:00 p.m. to 8:00 p.m., Wednesday, 
at Claybar Funeral Home in Orange. Kirby would be proud 
to have his brother Quincy officiate at his funeral. May 
this good man rest in peace. 

TURNING BACK THE HANDS OF TIME
10 Years Ago-2011

By the time the wide tornado, one of the  deadliest in 
U.S. history, ripped through Joplin, Missouri, many peo-
ple were left dead or injured. Over 2,000 structures were 
leveled. Many stories will emerge in time but one that 
sticks out in my mind is about the nurse at St. John’s Hos-
pital, who rushed upstairs to look after the patients in ER. 
She was sucked up by the storm, thrown through a ninth 
floor window. Her body was found blocks away. Glass ex-
ploded from every window; even  IV-lines were ripped 
from patient’s arms. Most patients were covered with 
blood from the broken glass. Throughout the city  death 
was everywhere. One hundred and twenty bodies were 
recovered; more are expected to be found under the rub-
bish.  Hundreds are injured. That is just a small part 
of thousands of stories yet to be told. Many of us are fa-
miliar with Joplin. Some have relatives there, others have 
visited. It’s hard to imagine the hell a storm has caused 
this city  left in tatters by Mother Nature. It’s a deadly 
season throughout our country. We are also faced with 
floods or droughts and more on the way. All we can do is 
pray for our fellow countrymen and our nation. ***** We 
lost a good man, a caring person, and a friend. Shannon 
Messer, 88, passed away May 25. The World War II vet-
eran  was a pillar of the Bridge City community. He was 
also a  former publisher  of the town’s community pa-
per, The Penny Record, until 1993 when the present own-
ers acquired it. Our friend “Buddy” Messer and his wife of 
61 years, Thelma, raised a great family and saw many off-
spring come along. We will long remember  Mr. Messer. 
He never let grass grow under his feet. He was happiest 
when accomplishing things. He was admired by many and 
will be missed. He left his mark through example.***We 
were sorry to learn about the death of James York, only 45 
years old, who died May 20, while playing his drums. James 
loved music and like his dad Phil was a butcher working 
for his aunt and uncle at  Robert’s Market. His dad also 
died of heart problems. Graveside services  were held 
Wednesday, May 25, 2 p.m. at Hillcrest Cemetery near 
Bridge City. ***Gene “Teneag” Marks, 81, died May 17. He 
will long be remembered for his youth work. ***** Sheriff 
Keith Merritt is studying to become a captain, a boat cap-
tain that is. He will complete the course this week. He and 
a couple of his deputies will be  certified to pilot a new 
ship being built. It will be a valuable tool here on the Gulf 
Coast  and  inland bayous.*****Our longtime, dear 
friend,  Mary Alice Cole Hartsfield, who has served in 
several capacities of employment in the county, will be re-
tiring from her position with the tax office on July 30. A 
dedicated worker she has made many friends and is sure to 
be missed not only by Linda Gunstream and employees, 
but also by the public she’s served for these many years. 
*****Congrats to  Gislia Houseman  who was honored 
as “Woman of the Year” by Altruse International for her 
patriotism, efficiency and service to the 
community.*****Judge Janice Menard’s “Jersey Vil-
lage”  is well on its way to being completed. It might be 
ready for Judge Janice to render Pct. 3 justice in mid-July. 
*****Congrats to Shea Landry, new W.O.-S head baseball 
coach. It seems like just yesterday he was playing at LC-M 
and selling clothes on the side at Terry’s Men’s Wear. We 
wish him the best. *****Coach and A.D. Cornell Thomp-
son, at WO-S, has a few positions to fill that have become 
vacant. I was disappointed to see coach  Toby Fore-

man leave. It’s a great athletic school and Coach Thomp-
son won’t have any trouble filling the jobs. *****Harry and 
Margie Stephens closed Harry’s Appliance this week in 
order to give employees and themselves vacation time. 
They will re-open Tuesday, May 31. *****Ross Smith is not 
only a good guy; he believes in our community and contin-
ues to make investments here. We need more people like 
Ross. *****Patsy Peck and Ellen Ray, with TraVerus, have 
planned a trip, “Christmas in Charleston” for Dec. 3 to 
Dec. 7.  It’s a great itinerary. A trip you will long remem-
ber.  Karen Jo, have you packed your bags yet? *****Last 
week we got a mess of  cracklins from Paw Paw Har-
vey, on 1442. No one anywhere cooks up better cracklins, 
not even in Louisiana. I made a big cracklin cornbread. A 
cracklin in every bite. *****Courtney Burch Arkeen to be 
sworn in Wednesday, May 25 as new 128 District Judge. 
*****Carlis Roy, an elementary teacher for 31 years, will 
retire from BCISD. In-laws, Paul and Nettie Roy, hosted a 
retirement party at their place on Cow Bayou Saturday. 
Congrats and good luck. *****Our buddy,  Rosalie Clark, 
had knee replacement surgery in Houston Friday. It won’t 
be long before she can kick high. *****Lately  Sharon 
Bearden  has been spending a lot of time at the  Bridge 
City Little League Park. ***** Justices of the Peace in Or-
ange County take turns being on call nights. Last week 
was  Judge David Peck’s  turn in the barrel. Sometimes 
judges get lucky and get to sleep all night but that 
wasn’t Peck’s case. He handled many arraignments, some 
for bad actors and also laid some heavy bonds, as well he 
should. *****Wedding bells will ring out Wednesday for 
our account executive  Amber Nobles  and her  fiancé 
Shawn Lingo. *****There’s a bunch of folks upset about 
giving their life’s savings to the prophet who predicted the 
world would come to an end on May 21. When it didn’t 
happen they felt they had been taken and are demanding 
their money back. To start with, they are pretty simple 
minded to buy into it. Now the con man is saying it’s still 
going to happen but the new date is Oct. 21. Buying into 
that is like buying into the congress doing away with Medi-
care to help us by giving us a voucher system. It’s akin to 
an assassin on a suicide mission getting 70 virgins when he 
gets wherever it is he’s going.

GONE BUT NOT FORGOTTEN
Obituaries 10 Years Ago-2011

 Georgie Mae Smith Caillouet, 79, of Bridge City passed 
away Monday, May 23. Service was held Thursday, May 26. 
Georgie served as the first Chairperson of Bridge City 
Planning Commission, and a passionate supporter of Right 
to Life Campaign. She is survived by her husband of 61 
years, Richard Caillouet; sons Ricky, Christopher, Kerry 
and Kelly; daughters Catherine, Sandra, Robin, Colleen 
and Brenda; 23 grandchildren; 15 great-grandchildren.***** 
Wade Allan Curl, 50, of Bridge City, passed away Monday, 
May 16. He was a 1980 graduate of Bridge City where he 
enjoyed playing football.  Wade was a tanker truck driver 
and a volunteer fire fighter in Bridge City. He is survived 
by his loving wife of 25 years, Frances Curl; daughter, 
Heather N. Forbes; son, Louis Allan Curl; three grandchil-
dren.

22 Years Ago-1999

On May 23, a tragic collision claimed the life of an Or-
ange couple in Las Cruces, New Mexico. Orange mail car-
rier Patsy Barron Kuluris and her husband James, died 
instantly when their small pickup, parked at an I-10 truck 
check point, was hit by a truck’s trailer rig. The explosion 
also killed the driver of the rig. Patsy, a 20-year postal em-
ployee had recently married  James  after being married 
to Billy Barron for 20 years. *****Bruce Aven keeps rolling 
along. Today, he is batting .385 for the Florida Marlins. 
***** Celebrity birthdays, Priscilla Presley is 54 and Glad-
ys Knight is 55. ***On May 29, Bob Hope will be 96. (Edi-
tor’s note: Hope celebrated his 73rd to 79th birthdays in 
this area while raising funds for Hughen School.)*****Deion 
Sanders married actress/model Pillar Biggers. *****Louis 
Dugas says the French have a word, “Raconteur” for good 
story tellers. According to Dugas three of this areas best 
are  Roy Wingate, Carl Thibodeaux  and  Roy Dunn. 
*****Mark and Sharon Dunn’s youngsters Amber 
Dunn  and  Jason Menard  graduate from Bridge City 
High. Amber also celebrates her birthday on May 30. *** 
Top grads from B.C. are  Tiffany Meyers, valedictorian 
and  Shanter Stone, salutatorian. ***Top Little Cypress-
Mauriceville grads are  Marisa Bonneaux  and  Maria 
Tran. ***West Orange-Stark’s top are  David Fren-
zel  and  Brandy Conrad. Orangefield’s  Emily Mazzo-
la and Teresa Legate are top grads. *****High School base-
ball season comes to an end. L.C.-M was edged out by Br-
enham  in the first game, 4-3. The Bears won the second 
game 9-1, but Brenham won the third game 12-1 in best of 
three series.***In the regional quarterfinals,  Orange-
field went for a one game, winner takes all and  lost 8-6 
to powerful Lufkin Hudson.

 
42 Years Ago-1979

State Rep. Wayne Peveto  receives gavel from  House 
Speaker Bill Clayton. Peveto was recognized for his lead-
ership. Also, after seven years, Rep. Peveto saw his prop-
erty tax bill (SB621) pass the House and Senate and sent 
to  Gov. Clements  for signing.  The Peveto Bill  had  lost 
battles in 1975 and 1977. Peveto  is a strong advocate of 
tax reform. The headline in the El Paso paper asked, “What 
is a Peveto?”*****Dist. Judge Don Burgess  finds attor-
ney Louis Dugas in “Contempt of Court.” Lou is in the 
custody of Sheriff Ed Parker. *****Bridge City students at 
Lamar earning perfect 4.0 grade point average are Brigid 
Angelle, Elizabeth Chandler, David Daigle, George 
Durling, Kevin Hayes, Denise Lormand, Ronald Stokes 
and Susan Moon.*****Roy Wingate addresses the assem-
blage at the dedication of the Putnam B. Curry Historical 
Commissioner  marker.  Dr. Howard Williams  does the 
unveiling.

A FEW HAPPENINGS

“I didn’t realize how near blind I was.” Those were the 
words of attorney Sharon Bearden after having eye sur-
gery on his right eye May 9 and again a few days later on 
the left eye. He will be released to drive and go to work this 
week. He couldn’t even have a toddy for two weeks. *****I 
got a note from my buddy Karen Jo Vance, retired county 
clerk. She says, “I love Louis big time, also I want everyone 
to know I also use Pestco for termites. They have always 
done an excellent job.”*****A few months ago I predicted 
George P. Bush would run against attorney general Ken 

Paxton, a real nut case. I believe Bush will make his offi-
cial announcement soon. *****A few folks we know cele-
brating birthdays in the next few days. May 26: Three 
beautiful ladies celebrate today, Barbara Olson, Jean 
Moreau and Cindy Gunn. They would win the beauty 
pageant in all three age categories. *****May 27: Dan Brack 
and Keisha Tomplait. *****May 28: Marlene McAllister, 
Lisa Mesch and Debbie Guidry celebrate. *****May 29: 
NFL kicker Matt Bryant turns 45. His roots run deep in 
Bridge City soil. Also celebrating is Chief Sam Kitchell 
and A.J. Lemoine, Jr. I remember his dad A.J. Sr., what a 
corker he was.*****May 30: Dr. David Olson, Judge Rex 
Peveto, Dr. Amber Dunn-Greeson, Gayle Court and 
Nikki Fisette all celebrate on this day.*****May 31: Haley 
Duhon, Nelda Sangwin and Brooke Edwards celebrate 
today.*****June 1: West Orange Police Chief Mike Stelly 
celebrates as does Linda Wolfford and Rollie Carder. 
Happy Birthday to all.

Heavy rains last week cut down on attendance at the 
Lunch bunch gathering, however, over a dozen showed up. 
Keith Wallace rode in with Logan, who was still talking 
about losing his friend WWII Vet Junior Benoit, who 
went in the military at age 14 and served in the Navy, Air 
Force and Army, where he served in the Korean conflict. 
Junior passed a few weeks ago. ***Constable Brad Frye 
chauffeured Roy. Dunn said, “Can you believe the Consta-
ble doesn’t even have a radio in that truck.” He found out 
the county doesn’t furnish those the officers radios. For-
mer chief deputy of the sheriff ’s department, David Bai-
ley, invited three of his friends, Sheriff Jimmy Lane 
Mooney, Chief Deputy Keith Reneau, who was assistant 
chief in Pinehurst and also Pct. 4 Constable Matt Ortego. 
All nice guys. ***Judge Thibodeaux had hoped to bring 
the new West Orange mayor but he was on vacation. Judge 
Derry Dunn brought tomatoes, cucumbers and bell pep-
pers, Carroll Holt brought a jar of his famous vanilla and 
also homemade bread and butter pickles. Roy claimed all 
of it. ***Joe Kazmar says his grandson, who was a star 
pitcher for the Army, pulled out of the baseball draft. He 
chose to make the Army his career. He will go in as a sec-
ond lieutenant. ***I learned Brad’s lovely wife Sandy 
Dearing Frye is a Dugas Addition girl. A lot of pretty 
girls and great guys were raised in Dugas. Someday I’ll list 
some of them. Several doctors, lawyers and other profes-
sions also.***The Lunch Bunch gathering will be June 16, 
and every week after as the Bunch gets back on track.***** 
On May 26, 1865, 156 years ago, the South surrendered to 
Lincoln and the North.*****Ten years ago the pride of Or-
angefield, Courtney Burch Arkeen, was sworn in as 128th 
Court District Judge. Best I recall shortly after that the 
Judge gave birth to twins who should be 8 or 9 years old 
now.*****Two years ago, May 31, 2019, Ms. Pearl Burgess 
passed away. Anyone who even knew her will never forget 
this unique, talented lady. I think of her often.*****Time 
really does travel fast. It’s already been 42 years since Rep. 
Wayne Peveto passed his property tax bill (SB621.) It 
passed in the house and senate and only needed Gov. 
Clement’s signature. Wayne was probably our best state 
representative in my memory. He and Sen. Carl Parker 
were a great team for our little part of Texas even though 
Wayne was conservative and Carl leaned to the 
left.*****Speaking of good leaders, we have had good ones 
at Lamar Orange but none more enthusiastic about pro-
moting the school than Dr. Tom Johnson. He never quits.

BREAUX BIRTHDAYS

Folks celebrating birthdays in the next few days. George 
Ragsdale, Greg Williams, Dylan Maas, Robert Herin, 
Charlene Terro, Jacque Phelps, Kyle Smoke, Michael 
Garcia, Shelly Smith, Steffan Milligan, Jerry Jackson, 
Brian Ousley, Clint Worthy, Derek George, Brad Spoon-
er, Irene Storment, Macey Joubert, Terry George, Doro-
thy Slusher, Emily Culpepper, Joyce Bourdier, Sheila 
Deason, Claudia Lyon.

CAJUN STORY OF THE WEEK

Asa Leleaux and his wife Telma were having some 
problems and were giving demselves da silent treat-
ment. Asa realized him, dat da nex morning he would 
need Telma to wake him at 5 a.m. for an early morning 
flight to Houston for a company business trip. Not 
wanting to be da first one to break da silence (and loose) 
he wrote on a piece of paper, “Please wake me at 5 a.m.” 
He left da note where he knew Telma would find it.

Da next morning Asa woke up to discover it was 8 
a.m. and he had missed his flight. Furious, Asa was 
about to go see why Telma hadn’t woke him up wen he 
noticed a note on da coffee table.

Da paper said, “It is now 5 a.m., wake up.”
Dat’s wen da fight started.

C’EST TOUT
WILL TRUMP RUN IN 2024

The question is will Donald Trump run for president 
again? A big unknown is his upcoming legal troubles. 
Could an indicted ex-president, twice impeached, still lead 
a political party? Of course Trump and his supporters 
could claim that indictments are the product of a Demo-
cratic plot to derail him. Some of his allies claim Trump is 
only teasing a run to keep his name in the news, maintain 
influence and of course to keep milking the “Cash Cow.” 
Criminal charges would hurt his fundraising, plus it would 
trigger his intense need to strike back at his enemies. An 
indicted Trump would face major time and financial 
drains to prepare for a trial. I believe he will opt out of an-
other race because he fears another loss. His fragile ego 
couldn’t allow him another loss. It’s a sure bet he’ll find 
any excuse whatsoever to avoid a 2024 race. New York 
prosecutors are conducting a tax and bank fraud inquiry 
Trump also faces potential legal troubles in Georgia. The 
elephant on his back is the insurrection at the United 
States Capital on Jan. 6. He can never shake that monster 
that will live through history. The indictments alone won’t 
necessarily hurt Trump with his base, which will view this 
all as part of a political witch hunt. Trump could get the 
Republican nomination, which would be a mistake for the 
GOP because he can never get elected and he knows it, 
he’ll play the game for a while yet. If he clowns around too 
long it will cost the Republicans the house and senate that 
they should win in midterm. Trump playing the king mak-
er and going against some in his own party will likely be 
the monkey wrench that opens the gate for the Democrats 
to maintain control of both houses. *****Thanks for tag-
ging along. Enjoy the Memorial Day holiday but stay safe. 
Take care and God bless.
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This is for those youngsters 
who will be graduating this 
month, who will be leaving the 
protection of home and strik-
ing out on their own.

You have absolutely no idea 
what the future has in store. 
You will have great things happen, and you 
will also get a lot of hard bumps. The bumps 
will seem harder to you than they really are. 
Your parents, up to now, have been taking 
many bumps for you, sheltering you against 
them. Later, you will do the same for your 
children.

Time will help you become calloused 
against those hard knocks. So don’t get dis-
couraged. It takes cutting and polishing to 
reveal a diamond; it also takes some suffering 
to “bring you out.” Many of life’s worst heart-

aches come in those early years when we 
strike out into the world for ourselves. We 
stub our toes and scrape our shins on 
mountains made of molehills. Keep the 
courage; don’t get disheartened.

You will find distinct classes of people 
down life’s highway. Some will go out of 
their way to help you, to guide you, to 
share their wisdom from the bitter experi-
ences they faced. Pay attention to these 

people, especially the elderly. They have 
learned the shortcuts to take and the pitfalls 
to avoid.

You will also meet some plain nasty peo-
ple, varying in degree.

They are the people who make life dis-
agreeable and wretched for themselves and 
can’t be content to see anyone else happy. 
They are the ones who will kick you when 
you’re down. They have absolutely no loyalty.

They are predators, vultures eager to take 
advantage of your youthful innocence and 
lack of life experience. As far as possible, ig-

nore these types. Don’t let them make you 
like them -- bitter, cynical.

Just remember that no one is worth it; an-
ger and resentment are the poisons of the 
mind and spirit. Keep your cool. That has 
served me well and it will you.

As youngsters, we have a tendency to drift 
away from the folds at home. You’ll regret 
that later in life. Sometimes when it’s too late 
to make amends, the time will come when 
you fully realize the heartaches and struggles 
endured by your parents to get you started on 
the right road, to give you a better edge than 
they had. 

When you go away, write frequently. Mom 
and Dad can help steer you properly when 
you’re in doubt. They may seem old-fash-
ioned to you, but, you know what? That may 
possibly be because they have attained that 
old-fashioned quality--horse sense. Believe it 
or not, most of you will some day acquire this 
quality. But, that will occur only after you 
have fought through the many experiences 

and trials of life. 
Some of you will fall more often than oth-

ers. Always have the courage to get up. It’s 
never easy, but believe me, as long as you’re 
trying, someone will come along to help you.

Forget your mistakes.
You can’t do anything about spilled milk. 

Let them be a lesson, however, and press on 
to the achievements of the future.

I wish you all a good and happy life. Your 
opportunities are endless.

What you make of yourself is strictly up to 
you. This is important for you to know.

You’ve been schooled and nurtured. Life is 
going to change, not only for your, but for 
your parents as well.

So, as you spread your wings and leave the 
nest, remember the foundation they gave you 
and what their hopes and dreams are for you.

Here’s hoping you take the right fork in the 
road.

Some day you will look back and you’ll 
know how right I am. I’ve been there, I was a 
lad just yesterday it seems.

Life’s Highway travels fast. Godspeed, and 
a great journey.

“Everybody Reads The Record”
IN PRINT & ONLINE

Roy Dunn

  Deaths & Memorials  
Kirby E. Procell, 83, of Orange, passed away 

on May 22, 2021, in Orange.
 A graveside service will be held at 1:30 p.m., 

Thursday, May 27, at Hillcrest Memorial Gar-
dens, in Orange. Officiating will be his brother, 
Quincy Procell.

  Visitation will be from 5:00 p.m. to 8:00 
p.m., Wednesday, at Claybar Funeral Home in 
Orange. 

Born in Colfax, Louisiana, on July 30, 1937, 
he was the son of Sam Procell and Pearl Rob-
erts. Kirby did an apprenticeship with Lamar 
and went on to do a weight and measure school 
with Texas A&M University. He worked for 
Sparrow Brothers as a Vice President. Kirby lat-
er went to work with his brothers at Procell 
Brothers Performance Center and worked as a 
mill wright until retirement. He was a member 

of the Masonic Lodge 126 and had a 32nd De-
gree Mason. Kirby was the most loving and giv-
ing man you could ever meet and always gave 
donations to the Shriner Hospital and St. Jude’s. 
Kirby left an impact on many lives and will be 
dearly missed.

 He was preceded in death by his first wife, 
Kay Kennerly Procell; and second wife, Norma 
Jean Procell.

 He is survived by his step children, Kristy Si-
mons and Keven Poole; niece, Kathy Peltier, 
Sherry Procell, Marsha Adix, and Eric Procell; 
great niece and nephew, Michela and Jackson 
Adix; and siblings, Bill Procell and wife Ann of 
Houston, Quincy Procell and wife Nancy of 
West Orange, and Mark Procell; as well as his 
best friend for 71 years, Myrle Stringer.

Kirby E. Procell, 83, Orange

Graduates: It’s just you and the future
Childhood memories will last a lifetime, but, life will never again be the same.

Staff Report
For The Record

Lamar State College Orange held its first-
ever Career and Technical Education (CTE) 
Signing Day last night, awarding twenty-two 
students technical scholarships sponsored 
by local industry and foundation partners. 

The event, patterned after a high school 
student “signing” their intent to play college 
sports, featured technical program scholar-
ship awards from Chevron Phillips Chemical 
Company, the Donald T. Boumans Founda-
tion, Invista Orange, the Nelda C. and H. J. 
Lutcher Stark Foundation, and the LSCO 
Foundation. The incoming and current stu-
dents who earned these scholarships, when 
called to the stage, signed their scholarship 
award certificate with their families, schol-
arships sponsors, and LSCO President, Dr. 
Thomas Johnson, by their side. 

“These scholarships are the result of some 
incredible generosity by our local industry 
and foundation benefactors. Generosity that 
manifests in the form of a permanent invest-
ment in our students’ futures and our com-
munity’s future. These students represent 
our bright, Orange future, and these scholar-
ships will help them achieve that future. We 
are proud to celebrate these students and 
their achievements,” said LSCO President 
Thomas Johnson. 

In attendance to congratulate their schol-
arship recipients were Craig Lemon and 
Vicki Derese from Chevron Phillips Chemi-
cal Company, Chris Brittain and Lacey Lem-
oine from Invista Orange, Clyde “Tad” V. 
McKee III from the Nelda C. and H. J. Lutch-
er Stark Foundation, and Judge Courtney Ar-
keen from the LSCO Foundation.

Scholarship Recipients:

Chevron Phillips Chemical Company 
Scholarships

• Kaycie Gunn, Process Technology, La-
mar State College Orange

• Floyd Mouton, Process Technology, West 
Orange-Stark High School

• Coy Walker, Process Technology, Lamar 
State College Orange

Donald T. Boumans Foundation
Scholarships

• Kade Benoit, Instrumentation, Bridge 
City High School

• Grace Dean, Process Technology, Lamar 
State College Orange

• Justin Sutton, Business, Deweyville High 
School

 
Invista Orange Scholarships

• Nathan Bullard, Business Management, 
Vidor High School

• Nia Lewis, Business Management, West 
Orange-Stark High School            

• Anthony Moore, Welding Technology, 
Lamar State College Orange

• Dakota Posey, Process Technology, Little 
Cypress-Mauriceville High School

• Bailee South, Licensed Vocational Nurs-
ing, Orangefield High School         

Nelda C. & H. J. Lutcher Stark Foundation 
Scholarships

• Jennifer August, Licensed Vocational 
Nursing, Lamar State College Orange            

• Autumn Burt, Licensed Vocational Nurs-
ing, Buna High School                                      

• Jesse Doucette, Process Technology, Lit-
tle Cypress-Mauriceville High School

• Natalie Janda, Licensed Vocational Nurs-
ing, Lamar State College Orange                

• Sara Tucker, Upward Mobility Nursing 
(RN), Lamar State College Orange                

LSCO Foundation Orange Memorial Hos-
pital Corporation Scholarship

• Jasmine Brown, Upward Mobility Nurs-
ing (RN), Lamar State College Orange                         

• J’Ana Courtier, Licensed 

Vocational Nursing, Little Cypress
Mauriceville High School         

• Kelsey Garrett, Dental Assisting, Lamar 
State College Orange                       

• Jonathan Jenkins, Licensed Vocational 
Nursing, Deweyville High School                                  

• Bethany Martinez, Licensed Vocational 
Nursing, Lamar State College Orange

• Jared Simmons, Licensed Vocational 
Nursing, West Orange-Stark High School

LSCO awards scholarships at 
first-ever career and technical 
education signing day
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Know this, my beloved 
brothers: let every per-
son be quick to hear, 
slow to speak, slow to 
anger. (James 1:19)

I don’t suppose I need to 
convince you that the apostle 
is right when he says we 
should be “quick to hear.” 
You know that listening is 
good. Both your personal ex-
perience and our Lord’s call 
to “love your neighbor as 
yourself” make the value of 
listening clear. Indeed, how 
will we ever speak words of 
Christ-centered hope and 
wisdom if we have not first 
listened attentively so that 
we might know what will be 
profitable to share?

But if it’s so obvious that 
listening is good, why is lis-
tening so hard?

Why We Struggle
to Listen

Most of us already know 
what makes for good listen-
ing. A good listener does not 
interrupt. A good listener 
does not breathlessly wait to 
insert his own opinion the 
moment the other person 
pauses. A good listener asks 
wise follow-up questions, 
conveys genuine interest 
through body language and 
facial expressions, allows the 
speaker time to unfold his 
thoughts, and so on.

I appreciate these skills, 
and many like them we could 

name. If you’ve ever been re-
ally, attentively listened to 
and asked probing questions 
by a thoughtful and interest-
ed conversationalist, you 
know this for the enormous 
(and rare) privilege it is.

But I don’t believe a lack of 
skill is the biggest problem 
for most of us in our listen-
ing. Most people are already 
instinctively good listeners 
— when they want to be. 
Even a highly distractible 
child can become engrossed 
in listening to an interesting 
story. All of us pay attention, 
slow down, ask good ques-
tions, and hang eagerly on 
the answers when we care 
deeply about the subject mat-
ter or the one who is speak-
ing, be it a close friend or a 
character in a show.

No, the real difficulty with 
listening well is, alas, the 
same real difficulty we face 
in many other endeavors in 
our lives: a lack of love. Lis-
tening is hard because loving 
is hard. We struggle to listen 
well, at least in large part, be-
cause our hearts and minds 
are not fully convinced that 
others are worth listening to. 
We struggle to listen because 
we struggle to love our Lord 
enough to treasure his be-
loved ones and the concerns 
that are on their hearts, con-
cerns their words reveal 
(Luke 6:45).

Two Great
Temptations

In the first chapter of 
James, we get the memorable 
verse quoted above, calling 
us to be “quick to hear.” 

James, in his usual pithy 
style, then names two great 
human temptations that pre-
vent us from being quick to 
listen. We enter one of those 
many delightful moments 
where Scripture is complete-
ly accessible to a young child 
while simultaneously guid-
ing an exploration of heart 
motives that even seasoned 
counselors never exhaust. 
What qualities does James 
oppose to the godly virtue of 
being eagerly ready to listen? 
A sinful quickness to speak 
and to become angry.

Quick to Speak

First, take “slow to speak.” 
On the surface, this seems 
obvious: it’s hard to listen 
when you’re the one talking. 
But James is giving us more 
than a truism here. Being 
quick to speak captures 
something much more basic, 
and more sinister, than mere-
ly being unskillful or saying 
too many words. To be quick 
to speak is, ultimately, to be 
selfish.

I am quick to speak when I 
want to impress and our con-
versation becomes the occa-
sion for me to demonstrate 
my quick wit, my knowledge 
of theology, my stories of 
success in ministry, my hum-
ble attitude. I am quick to 
speak when I want to escape 
the boredom of listening to 
details in your life, or com-
ments from your perspective, 
or topics in general that don’t 
interest me. I am quick to 
speak when I want to simply 
eject from a conversation so I 
can get on to other tasks, 

other comforts, other con-
versations.

In fact, James’s words con-
vict us even of the times we 
remain silent externally 
while someone speaks, but 
give free rein to our distract-
ed thoughts, escaping inter-
nally by listening to our own 
voice and shutting our ears 
to the person in front of us. 
None of these wants leads us 
to take interest in others or 
what they have to say.

Quick to Anger

The second temptation 
James warns against is being 
quick to anger: “Be . . . slow to 
anger.” While being quick to 
speak flows from selfish lack 
of interest in others, being 
quick to anger flows from 
proud, self-protective self-
righteousness. When I am 
quick to anger, our conversa-
tion becomes a struggle to 
prove my side right rather 
than to understand your val-
ues, concerns, or perspective.

Quick anger generates ac-
cusations rather than honest 
questions. “How could you 
have done something so stu-
pid?” “Please go ahead and 
interrupt whenever you like; 
obviously what you have to 
say is more important than 
anything I might want to 
share.” Anger too is deadly 
even when it churns away si-
lently on the inside. “Figures 
— here she goes again,” and 
“I can’t believe you could say 
that when you are the one 
who always . . .” — thoughts 
like these push you anywhere 
but toward a posture of lis-
tening.

No wonder James summa-
rizes the entire anger dy-
namic only a page or so later 
by saying,

What causes quarrels and 
what causes fights among 
you? Is it not this, that your 
passions are at war within 
you? You desire and do not 
have, so you murder. You 
covet and cannot obtain, so 
you fight and quarrel. (James 
4:1–2)

Bottom line: when we don’t 
get what we want, in our way, 
on our timeline, we get an-
gry. And anger is sure it is 
right, sure it has the moral 
high ground, sure it needs to 
quell dissent. Anger, thus, 
has no use for listening.

Love Listens

Thankfully, our distress-
ingly common tendency to 
speak and get up in arms 
quickly hardly catches the 
Holy Spirit off guard. He 
knows us. Fellowship with 
him transforms our hearts 
day by day to resemble Christ 
and put the interests of oth-
ers ahead of our own (Philip-
pians 2:1–11). He teaches us 
to listen to others that we 
might know and love them 
better (Philippians 1:9). Jesus 
does not cast us out unaided 
into an arena of dull and 
threatening interlocutors, 
coldly commanding us to 
“talk less, smile more” (per 
the dubious advice of Aaron 
Burr in Hamilton).

Indeed, our God, the best 
listener in the universe, goes 
to the opposite extreme in 
giving aid. He promises to be 
with us every step of the way 
to the end of our lives, the 
end of the age (Matthew 
28:20). He then invites us, 
even entreats us, to pour out 

our hearts to him constantly 
as we walk (Psalm 62:8). He 
inclines his ear — or, as the 
New Living Translation win-
somely puts it, “bends down 
to listen” to us (Psalm 116:2).

Think of it: the only being 
in the cosmos who has no 
need to listen to anyone, for 
he already knows all things, 
makes it his special delight to 
hear our confused and emo-
tionally wobbly chatter. To 
hear it “without ceasing” (1 
Thessalonians 5:17). To re-
deem it so he can keep hear-
ing it for eternity (Revelation 
22:3–5).

If, then, he who knows all 
things takes an unrelenting 
interest in us and listens to 
us, how can we do any less 
with our fellow human crea-
tures? He who has ears, let 
him hear. And let the love of 
Christ, once heard, empower 
us to listen to our spouses, 
our fellow church members, 
our friends, our children, 
and our acquaintances with 
the rapt attention of a child 
hearing a favorite story, the 
full concentration of a gradu-
ate student studying for an 
exam.

For with breathless eager-
ness we will still be listening, 
in a thousand years, to each 
other speak of the unique 
ways God ordered the course 
of each of our lives for his 
glory.

Alasdair Groves is coau-
thor of Untangling Emo-
tions: God’s Gift of Emo-
tions and serves as the exec-
utive director for the New 
England branch of the 
Christian Counseling & Ed-
ucational Foundation 
(CCEF). He is also the direc-
tor of CCEF’s School of Bib-
lical Counseling.

FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH
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Sun: Bible Study 9:30 a.m., Worship Service 10:30 a.m.,
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Praise and Prayer 6:00 p.m.,
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Email: office@fbcof.com / Website: www.fbcof.com
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Sunday School 9:45 a.m. 
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St. Paul United
Methodist Church

1155 W. Roundbunch • Bridge City • 409.735.5546
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Sunday school 9:30 a.m., Praise Worship 10:45 a.m.
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Wednesday SPICE 5:30 p.m. Includes meal, bible studies,
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www.fbcbc.org
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Discipleship Classes, Sun. 5:30 p.m.
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Prayer Meeting
Youth & Children’s Activities

Pastor: Keith Royal
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6446 Garrison at Hwy. 408 Orangefield
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We are a KJV independent Baptist Church

Winfree Baptist Church 
19525 Hwy 62 S • 409-735-7181 
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High water yields
new patern

COLBURN    Page 2B

“It was fun, but there was a price to be 
paid in the end,” said Larry Smith.Deter-
mined to fish even after finding the launch 
near his camp on Rayburn underwater, he 
and his nephew decided to leave the boat 
on the trailer and wade the flooded woods.

“It was just crazy how far off the main lake we were wading 
in water up to our knees,” added Smith.  “We initially tried to 
stay as dry as possible, but after walking into an unseen ditch 
or two, we just said to hell with it and splashed around like we 
were kids!”

When they weren’t playing like kids they were catching 
bass.“Jason caught one bass about four pounds, but most of 
our fish were in the two pound class.  He stayed with a frog 
trailer on a quarter ounce buzz bait and I fished the same frog 
rigged weedless on a 4/0 hook,” reported Smith.

Larry either chose the better technique or waded in a more 
productive direction, but either way he caught and released 
twice as many fish as Jason.  He pointed out that he was able 
to fish through bushes that Jason could only fish around.

 “It started raining later in the morning,” added Smith, “but 
we were already soaking wet.  Our bigger concern was float-
ing pods of red ants and we both managed to wade through at 
least one bunch.  It is unreal how fast they climb up your back 
in places you can’t reach!”

So, while that is a pattern I would never have even consid-
ered, the downside outweighs the upside for me.  I may have 
to ferret out a usable ramp, but staying in the boat is far less 
painful.

Larry and Jason weren’t the only folks I talked with that had 
done well fishing flooded timber.  “We stayed in rain gear 
three days in a row, but we caught bass all day long every day,” 
reported Tom Sands.  They stayed in the boat, but also fished 
the frog and free-floated a lizard. “We never caught a bass 
over three pounds, but every strike was a happening.”

While all of that was going on, Tim and Zoey Belcher were 
feeding hand-sized bream crickets on the north end of Toledo 
Bend.  “I can’t believe I hired a guide to bream fish,” said Tim, 
“but it gave us a good idea of where and how to fish for them.  
Wouldn’t you know it, we caught them hand over fist less 
than a hundred yards from our camp the next day?”

Johnny and Christi Breaux have a camp on the north end as 
well and Johnny said their bream bite has been over the top 
for a while. “I just like watching the cork go under and there 
is no better eating fish,” pointed out Breaux.

A morning spent within casting range of a bed of bream is 
absolutely the ticket for fishing with kids with a short atten-
tion span. When they aren’t catching fish they can also chase 
down the elusive crickets they have dropped on the floor of 

FISHING
CAPT. DICKIE COLBURN
For The Record

Dickie Colburn

1601 GREEN AVENUE - ORANGE - (409) 883-3581

2015 Cadillac SRX
Luxury Collection SUV
3.6L 6 Engine, Automatic, Platinum Ice Tri-
coat Exterior, Shale w Brownstone Accents 

Interior, 66397 Miles, Stock #: P2375

$20,273

2018 LEXUS ES
350 Sedan

3.5L 6 Engine, Automatic Trans, Red
Exterior, Flaxen Interior, 7864Miles,

Stock #: P2372

$32,638

2016 Ford F-150 XLT 
Truck SuperCrew Cab

3.5L 6 Engine, Automatic Trans., White 
Exterior Gray Interior, 67875 Miles,

Stock #: P2373

$34,257

2019 Ford Escape SE 
SUV

2.0L 4 Engine, Automatic Trans., Gray Exte-
rior, Medium Light Stone Interior,

7002 Miles, Stock #: P2376

$23,439

2018 Hyundai Santa Fe 
Sport 2.4L SUV

2.4L 4 Engine, Automatic Trans., Pearl 
White Exterior, Beige Interior, 79910 Miles, 

Stock #: P2369

$16,683

2013 Toyota Highlander 
SE SUV

3.5L 6 Engine, Automatic Trans., Magnetic 
Gray Metallic Exterior, Black Interior,

95979 Miles, Stock #: T8222B

$18,312

3.5L 6 Engine, Automatic Trans., Black 
Exterior, Black Interior, 18617 Miles,

Stock #: P2374

$60,484

BUY IN ORANGE
SAVE SOME GREEN!

2018 Ford F-150 XLT 
Truck SuperCrew Cab

$38,701
2.7L 6 Engine, Automatic Trans., Oxford 

White Exterior, Gray Interior, 53790 Miles, 
Stock #: T8212A

2019 Ford Expedition 
Limited SUV

Shop Us Online For New & Preowned

www.SabineRiverFord.com

I was able to watch 
a plethora of sporting 
events on the tube last 
weekend and either 
saw or heard about 
some weird scenarios that ended some 
of these contests.

Locally, we had the two Dallas 
brothers—Jack at Lamar University 
and Chad at the University of Tennes-
see-- help their respective school’s 
baseball team get into their post-sea-
son conference tournaments and the 
Orangefield Bobcats earn a berth in 
the regional semifinals WITHOUT 
getting a base hit to drive in the game-
winning runs in the final innings that 
decided the final score.

Jack Dallas pitched the entire regu-
lar season as the Cardinals’ ace closer, 
but thought like everyone else that the 
season was over with Saturday’s final 
game as they entered the final two 
weeks in 12th place in the Southland 
Conference standings with 11-17 in 
the SLC.

So, the Redbirds relaxed and just 
played baseball for fun. Lo and behold! 
they won six of the eight games and 
thanks to my alma mater the McNeese 
State Cowboys beating Central Ar-
kansas Friday, it set up a “win and 
you’re in” situation for Lamar in their 
season’s finale Saturday against Incar-
nate Word. The Cards haven’t been to 
the SLC tourney in five years.

Head Coach Will Davis didn’t have 
to think too hard to decide to start 
Jack Dallas for Saturday’s important 
game. His teammates responded by 
scoring 13 runs while Jack limited IW 
to three runs and the Cards got into 
this week’s SLC playoffs as the eighth 
and last seed and will have to play No. 
1 seed Abilene Christian in today’s 
first round at the tourney site in Ham-
mond.

Younger brother Chad’s chore was 
not nearly as dramatic as Jack’s as he 
opened the three-game series at South 

Carolina Thursday and upped his im-
pressive regular-season record to 9-1 
as the Vols waxed the hosts 10-4. Chad 
pitched 7 1/3 innings, gave up five 
hits, struck out eight and walked one. 
He had quality efforts in 11 of his 13 
starts.

Tennessee won the series two games 
to one which enabled the Vols to have 
a first-round bye yesterday and today 
will play the first-round winner be-
tween South Carolina and Alabama. 
Chad will probably pitch in today’s 1 
p.m. game that can be seen on the SEC 
Network.

The Orangefield Bobcats took ad-
vantage of Hardin-Jefferson’s shoddy 
relief pitching to advance to the Class 
4A regional semifinals against Rusk 

tomorrow in a one-game, winner-
take-all playoff game at Sam Houston 
State in Huntsville at 7 p.m.

The playoffs last week took place at 
Vincent-Beck Stadium on the Lamar 
campus in Beaumont. The Bobcats 
loaded the bases in the bottom of the 
seventh inning and scored the win-
ning run on a walk that gave Orange-
field a 3-2 first-game victory.

Friday’s game was a bit different but 
with the same results.  H-J’s ace 
Brayden Edwards was locked up in a 
scoreless pitcher’s duel with Orange-
field’s Coop Longron going into the 
top of the seventh inning.

Edwards walked a Bobcat batter and 

Orangefield Bobcats advance, Astros lose

KAZ’S KORNER   Page 2B

KAZ’S KORNER
Joe Kazmar
For The Record

Joe Kazmar

Between the Astros lousy bullpen and Adolis Garcia, the Rangers one-man wreck-
ing crew, the Astros left Arlington with their tails between their legs, being swept in 
all three games on late-inning rallies. In fact, two of the games went into extra in-
nings.

In the three days, Garcia hit a walk-off home run, added two more homers Saturday 
and squibbed a walk-off infield single to win Sunday’s game.
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Howdy Folks!
South Texas State Fair

All Week Through Sunday!
Ford Park - IH-10 Beaumont 

Chuck’s Eats
Orange Pok-A-Dot Trailer

Cajun Food and three specialty items (Nothing Fried).
Same Menu For 35-Years. “Come Pass A Good Time”

This May be My Last Year- Chuck Peterson.
Walk In Archway Gates And Go Straight Ahead

Sorry Folks, No Shrimp Sausage.

On The Left Corner
Need Help Finding Us Call:

409-988-4555
Series:No. 2 

hit another with a pitch and 
was yanked and relieved by 
Tyler Baack. The runners 
moved up on a ground out 
and then they each scored on 
wild pitches that went to the 
“baackstop” giving the Bob-
cats a 2-0 lead.

Longron was eyeing a com-
plete-game shutout going 
into the bottom of the sev-
enth but H-J did not roll over 
and die. Instead, they scored a 
run on a two-out double. Af-
ter a walk, Longron got the 
‘Cats a 2-1 quarter-final-
round victory after throwing 
110 pitches. 

Head Coach Tim Erickson 
liked the way Longron battled 
all game and never consid-
ered taking him out. 

However, our Astros are a 
different story. After winning 
the series at Oakland and tak-
ing over first place in the AL 
West Division from the A’s, 
Houston traveled to Arling-
ton to meet the last-place 
Texas Rangers who were rid-
ing a six-game losing streak.

Despite having four start-
ing pitchers on the injured 
list, Houston got quality 
starts from all three—Zack 
Greinke, Lance McCullers, Jr. 
and Cristian Javier—and they 
all left the game with the As-
tros either leading or tied.

Between a lousy bullpen 
and Adolis Garcia, the Rang-
ers one-man wrecking crew, 
the Astros left Arlington with 
their tails between their legs, 
being swept in all three games 
on late-inning rallies. In fact, 
two of the games went into 
extra innings.

In the three days, Garcia hit 
a walk-off home run, added 

two more homers Saturday 
and squibbed a walk-off in-
field single to win Sunday’s 
game.

Perhaps the Astros need to 
play better teams to get back 
to their winning ways and 
slip back into first place. The 
three-team home stand that 
began last night features the 
LA Dodgers (.617 winning 
percentage), the San Diego 
Padres (.636) and the Boston 
Red Sox (.604).

Last night’s game matched 
Dodger ace Clayton Kershaw 
(6-3) with Houston ace Zack 
Greinke (4-1) and today’s be-
ing between Trevor Bauer 
and Lance McCullers.

KWICKIES…

A tip of the Korner Kap to 
the Little Cypress-Mauricev-
ille boys golf team who came 
in seventh in the Class 4A 
State Golf Championships 
last week at the Plum Creek 
Course in Kyle. In his final 
high school tournament Jack 
Burke finished fourth in the 
tourney that was shortened to 
27 holes due to inclement 
weather. The talented senior 
who is headed to Texas State 
in San Marcos fired a 71-37--
108 and finished in a 3-way 
tie for fourth place. Other 
members of the Battlin’ Bears 
team include Travis Love (84-
39—123), Wyatt Wozniak 
(86-42—128), Will Van Pelt 
(97-40—137) and Tim Weav-
er (95-42—137).

Ranking must not mean a 
whole lot in pro golf as Phil 
Mickelson, ranked way down 
the chart, won the PGA 
Championship last weekend 

while Dustin Johnson, No. 1 
in the World Golf Rankings, 
shot an opening round 76 and 
then 74 Friday to miss con-
secutive cuts at majors. It 
marked the first time a top-
ranked golfer missed consec-
utive cuts since 1997 when 
Greg Norman went home 
early at the Masters and U.S 
Open.

Houston Astros slugger 
Yordan Alvarez says he’s in-
terested in representing the 
team in the home run derby 
during All-Star Week in July. 
The way Alvarez handled the 
bat at Arlington last weekend, 
he would have a better chance 
at the ground-out/strike-out 
derby if there was one!!

And while on the subject of 
the Astros, second baseman 
Jose Altuve went into last 
night’s game at Minute Maid 
Park against the LA Dodgers 
with a 17-game hitting streak.

After dropping the opening 
game of their best-or-three 
playoff series against Ander-
son-Shiro last week, the Buna 
Cougars came roaring back to 
win the next two, winning 
the rubber game of the Class 
3A quarter-finals 3-2 Satur-
day and will face Cameron 
Yoe this week in the semifi-
nals. Woodville also ad-

vanced in the regionals and 
will meet Malakoff.

When manager Billy Mar-
tin sent pitching coach Art 
Fowler to settle down the 
hurler on the mound, the 
meeting lasted less than 15 
seconds. The simple message 
from Martin was “Throw 
strikes. Babe Ruth is dead.”

JUST BETWEEN US…

The odds of Phil Mickelson 
winning last weekend’s PGA 
Championship earlier last 
week were almost infinity be-
cause no golfer his age (50 
years, 11 months and seven 
days) has ever won a major 
tournament in the 161 years 
of major championship golf. 
Julius Boros won the 1968 
PGA at age 48. But Fan Favor-
ite Phil fooled them all after 
losing his lead early on Sun-
day, regaining it and then out-
distancing the field to win his 
sixth career major, including 
the PGA before. With his 
two-stroke victory over 
Brooks Koepka and Louis 
Oosthuizen, Mickelson be-
came only the fourth golfer in 
history to record a PGA Tour 
win in four different decades. 
The others are Sam Snead, 
Ray Floyd and Davis Love III.

Kaz Korner From Page 1

Colburn From Page 1

the boat.
According to Lane Davis, his brush piles are not producing 

as many crappie as they usually do, but the size is good and 
he is catching enough to continue booking trips.  He added 
that they are fishing shiners exclusively and catching at least 
a few frying size catfish every trip as well.

Unfortunately, the trout catching on Sabine Lake has not 
been as promising and may not be for a while.The marshes 
are currently flooded and way more water than we need is 
still headed down both the Sabine and Neches Rivers. As of 
this morning, it was still raining and the SRA was trying to 
hold its own with all eleven gates open a foot and both gener-
ators running 24 hours a day.

Rayburn is in no position to hold up any more water either 
as it is well above pool level. The Angelina and Neches are 
also high and they too, eventually wind their way into Sabine 
Lake.This is not a good thing for a trout population already in 
recovery mode.

This is very frustrating for local anglers that have coped 
with limit reductions and a slow but steady improvement.  
The greatest fear is not how long this latest glut of freshwater 
will hurt it, but how long before the next tropical storm ar-
rives.We have reached a point, however, where it no longer 
takes a named storm to produce flood conditions!

Staff Report
For The Record

AUSTIN – In conjunction 
with National Safe Boating 
Weeknow through May 28, 
the Texas Parks and Wild-
life Department (TPWD) 
reminds Texans to be safe 
and vigilant this upcoming 
Memorial Day weekend and 
all summer long by follow-
ing the law and taking basic 
safety precautions while on 
the water.

The guidance comes at a 
critical moment: in 2020, 
boating accidents were at a 
30-year all-time high. Fatal-
ities on Texas waterways in-
creased 45 percent in 2020 
from 2019, while fatal acci-
dents on the water rose by 
61 percent. Overall, acci-
dents on the water were up 
67 percent, and injuries 
were up by 64 percent. More 
than 70 percent of boating 
accidents that occurred in 
2020 were on open motor-
boats or personal water-
craft.  The months of May 
through August traditional-
ly have the highest numbers 
of injuries and fatalities 

statewide, with weekends 
seeing the peak figures.

This year alone — from 
January through April 2021 
— Texas experienced a 40 
percent increase in open 
water-oriented fatalities, in-
cluding boating and swim-
ming incidents, compared 
to the same period in 2020. 
Overall, in 2020, 55 boating 
fatalities and multiple boat 
accidents and injuries oc-
curred on Texas waters.

“Texas Game Wardens 
will be out in full force Me-
morial Day weekend to en-
sure the public enjoys their 
time on the water responsi-
bly, however, we need boat-
ers to ensure they are taking 
safety seriously, too,” said 
Cody Jones, Assistant Com-
mander for Marine Enforce-
ment at TPWD. “Most of 
the deaths and serious inju-
ries that occurred in Texas 
waters last year were pre-
ventable by following a few 
simple, important steps – 
including using the safety 
ignition cut-off switch 
(ECOS) and wearing life 
jackets.”

“Summer has arrived for 

many and with it comes the 
need to remember to wear 
their life vest,” said Kimber-
ly Sorensen, TPWD Boating 
Education manager. “Ac-
cording to Texas state law, a 
life jacket must be available 
for each occupant of a boat 
or paddle craft. Children 
who are under the age of 13 
are required to wear a life 
vest while on the boat or 
when the paddle craft is un-
derway or drifting.”

In 2020, Texas game war-
dens issued 641 citations for 
children not wearing a life 
jacket, up 11 percent from 
the previous year. 1,821 ci-
tations were issued for in-
sufficient life jackets on-
board, up 26 percent from 
2019.

“Drowning is the highest 
reported cause of death in 
boating fatalities,” said So-
rensen.  “Most victims are 
found not wearing a lifejack-
et. Simply stowing your life 
jacket on the boat is inade-
quate. Accidents on the wa-
ter can happen quickly leav-
ing insufficient time to put 
on a life jacket when most 
needed. For everyone’s safe-

ty, wear your life jacket and 
ensure others wear theirs at 
all times when on the wa-
ter.”

Law enforcement will also 
be on the lookout for those 
violating boating under the 
influence laws. Operating a 
boat under the influence of 
drugs or alcohol is an of-
fense that can lead to fines, 
the loss of a driver’s license 
and an increased risk of ac-
cidents or fatalities on the 
water.

Boater education is key to 
helping reduce accidents 
and fatalities. Of the fatali-
ties and accidents in 2020, 
more than 60 percent of 
boat operators had not com-
pleted the state-mandated 
boater safety course. In or-
der to operate a personal 
watercraft or a boat with a 
15-horsepower rating or 
more, anyone born on or af-
ter Sept. 1, 1993 must com-
plete a boater education 
course. Boaters can find a 
selection of online boater 
courses that can be taken 
anytime on TPWD’s boater 
education web page. 

Boating Accidents at 30-Year High
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INDIVIDUAL AWARDS NAME SCHOOL CLASS
District MVP Kameryn Henderson Orangefield 11

Offensive MVP Anthony Bandiero LCM 12
Defensive MVP Macoy Marze Orangefield 11

Utility Player Bryce Munoz Vidor 11
Newcomer of the Year Logan Simmons Silsbee 10

Coach of the Year Tim Erickson Orangefield

Bryce Bergeron Orangefield 12
Sam Carpenter Bridge City 12
Logan Simmons Silsbee 10

Catcher Kanon Sundgren Silsbee 11
1B Anthony Bandiero LCM 12
2B Taylor Wise Silsbee 10
3B Cullen Flowers Lumberton 12
SS Tyler Shearin Orangefield 11

Kameryn Henderson Orangefield 11
Zach McNeil LCM 12

Quincy Kelly Jr. Silsbee 12

Ryan Young Lumberton 12
Reid Peco LCM 11

Ethan Youngblood Silsbee 11
Catcher Jared Morgan Lumberton 10

1B Alex Uribe Silsbee 12
2B Zach Krummel LCM 12
3B Chance Partain Silsbee 11
SS Tyler Gray Vidor 12

Kaleb Koch Lumberton 10
Jalen Thompson WOS 12

Quinten Root Vidor 12

Tine Hampshire - Lumberton
Kaden Copes - Lumberton
Kaden Copes - Lumberton

Canton Dunnigan - Lumberton
Logan Gipson - Orangefield

Tyler Washington - Orangefield
Cash Glaze - SilsbeeCarson Rea - Lumberton

Jody Ray - LCM

2021  22-AAAA  BASEBALL ALL-DISTRICT

1st TEAM

2nd TEAM

Infielders

Pitchers

Pitchers

Infielders

Outfielders

HONORABLE MENTION

Outfielders

Slade Foreman - Bridge City
Kade Benoit - Bridge City

Austin Smith - LCM

Ashton Landry - LCM
Dean Reynolds - LCM

Shan Gilder Jr. - Silsbee

Kaleb Istre - WOS

Jacob Dominguez - WOS

Reagan Weiblinger - Vidor

Jerren Terrell - WOS

Brody Atwood - Vidor

Reagan Hallmark - Vidor

It’s no se-
cret that 
Texas fish-
ermen wor-
ship the 
speckled 
trout, an-
glers will go from one end of 
Texas to the other looking 
for that one magic 30” fish 
could define their angling 
career. The amount of print 
that is dedicated to the trout 
every year in magazines and 
newspapers is easily greater 
than that allotted to the red-
fish and I have no clue why 
that is, of all the people I 
have had the privilege to fish 
with I have never had an an-
gler get mad because they 
caught a redfish. As a matter 
of fact most people get really 
fired up when a redfish 
strikes, especially on a top 
water plug because that is 
chaos in action.

To give you an idea about 
how much popularity the 
redfish has gained all you 
need to do is take a look at 
the tournament circuits de-
voted to catching redfish, 
speckled trout never came 
close to gathering this much 
attention or for that matter 
this much money. The red-
fish is easily the best candi-
date for tournaments, the red 
is much tougher than speck-
led trout so releasing fish af-
ter a weigh in is much easier 
and that makes anti tourna-
ment crowd happy. Speaking 
of tournaments and crowds, 
check out the leader board of 
the some of the redfish 
events and see how many die 
hard speckled trout anglers 
now have a new favorite fish.

Most of the time the sum-
mer fishing reports on Sabi-
ne have centered on the 
speckled trout under the 
birds or chasing shrimp. 
From time to time we all end 
up with high expectations of 
trout and the redfish gang up 
instead. Everybody targeting 
easy are waiting on the big-
ger shad to gather up because 
the redfish will not be far be-
hind. I have seen anglers 
leave birds working over 
speckled trout to chase red-
fish blowing holes in schools 
of shad, I can’t blame them 
either. To see a herd of center 
consoles leave a school of 
trout in hot pursuit of a 
bunch of surfacing redfish 
makes you wonder about all 
that love these anglers pro-
fess to have for speckled 
trout.

Right now is one of the 
best times of the year to 
catch these copper colored 
bruisers, they can be found 
almost anywhere in our bay 
system and way up the rivers 

in fresh water as well. Red-
fish can be targeted on the 
flats, in the marsh, in deep 
water near the channels, or 
out in the open water of the 
lake. Redfish make them-
selves available to all anglers 
because they are not picky 
about what they eat and that 
plays into every angler’s 
hands. A favorite method of 
local fishermen is to throw 
live shad around the drop 
offs in the river on a Carolina 
rig, this technique works 
good especially if the wind is 
up and the lake gets to be off 
limits. To catch redfish like 
this you need some tide flow 
and some sort of structure, a 
point or flat adjacent to the 
deeper water is textbook. 
Another way to catch these 
hard fighting fish is to sight 
cast to them as they hunt for 
food in the shallows. Areas 
like Keith Lake and Bessie 
Heights are excellent places 
to spot and stalk tailing red-
fish, the opportunity to see 
the fish before you catch it is 
a double shot of excitement 
that has to be one of the big-
gest thrills in fishing.

Now as written earlier 
most anglers are waiting for 
the redfish to really start 
schooling in the open lake, 
when this happens all you 
basically need to do is be in 
the right place and be able to 
hit the water with your cast 
because the redfish will do 
the rest. Top water, soft plas-
tic, or the Orange phone 
book, it does not matter what 
you throw when these fish 
are really eating because they 
will flat out destroy your of-
fering. One word of advice, 
when you come upon this sit-
uation go to a lure that has a 
single hook because it’s much 
easier to unhook a fish and 
get back into the action. It’s 
also easier to unhook your 
fishing buddy if the chaos 
gets too great, and believe 
me the chaos will be great.

From now until the winter 
you could possibly encounter 
a big school of redfish in the 
lake so be on the lookout, 
birds sitting on the water, big 
slicks, or just really nervous 
water could be your key to 
some non stop action. Also 
remember that just because 
the fish aren’t on the surface 
they could still be around. 
Many times the fish will 
school on the surface for a 
while and then they will lose 
the bait, the shad or shrimp 
will bust up and the school 
breaks up as well. At this 
point many anglers will leave 
the area; this is a mistake be-
cause these fish will come 
back up on top if you just be 
patient. Hopefully the activi-
ty will get cranked up soon 
and turn into a daily pattern, 
I know plenty of speckled 
trout lovers who are anxious-
ly awaiting the return of the 
redfish.

Staff Report
For The Record

CHICAGO — The Oak 
Ridge Boys were there.

So were Commissioner 
Rob Manfred.

And Chicago Bears icon 
Jim McMahon.

Fourteen-time Grammy 
Award singer Emmylou Har-
ris, too.

There was another 130 
guests and friends traveling 
to Chicago for the historic 
game Tuesday night at Guar-
anteed Rate Field between 
the Chicago White Sox and 
St. Louis Cardinals.

Joe West 
worked his 
his record 
5,376th game 
when he 
squated be-
hind the 
plate, sur-

passing Hall of 
Famer Bill Klem’s mark that 
has stood for 80 years.

“This record will never be 
broken,” former umpire Ter-
ry Tata says. “It’s almost 
mathematically impossible.”

That’s because umpires 
now work no more than 120 
games a season and spend 
two weeks in the instant re-

play office in New York, 
meaning it would take 45 
seasons to surpass West.

Considering umpires don’t 
reach the big leagues until 
they’re at least 30, it’s hard to 
imagine a 75-year-old um-
pire standing behind home 
plate, particularly with auto-
mated strike zones and robot 
umpires on the horizon.

Then again, there may be 
no umpire like “Cowboy Joe’’ 
West ever again.

Because he’s not only an 
umpire. He’s also a singer-
songwriter, actor, golfer and 
philanthropist.

West has appeared in two 

movies, recorded two al-
bums, appeared at the Grand 
Ole Opry, sung with Mickey 
Gilley, Merle Haggard and 
Johnnie Lee, been a pallbear-
er for Boxcar Willie, played 
on the Celebrity Players 
Tour, thrown pitcher Dennis 
Cook to the ground breaking 
up a fight, grabbed Jonathan 
Papelbon by the jersey after 
making a lewd gesture, de-
signed his own chest protec-
tor and won a $500,000 defa-
mation lawsuit against for-
mer catcher Paul LoDuca?

It has been an interesting 
career for the famed and be-
loved umpire.

MLB umpire stands alone with record 5,376 games

Fishermen shift
focus and see ‘red’
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‘Something For Everybody!’
‘THE RECORD’ IN PRINT AND ONLINE

Outdoors
Captain Chuck Uzzle
For The Record

Congratulations To

Victor Peterson
Victor

Peterson
graduated from 

St. Paul’s
Preschool

in Orange on 
May 11.

He will be
attending Bridge 
City Elementary

in the fall.

We Love You and 
Are Proud of You!

The Peterson
Family

Joe West
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LARRY JOHNSON
FOR THE RECORD

In the last days of spring, 
all Americans commemorate 
those who died in the mili-
tary service. We celebrate 
Memorial Day on the last 
Monday of May, which also 
marks the beginning of a va-
cation season.

What is Memorial Day?

The history of Memorial 
Day goes back to the 19th 
century. People who lost 
their friends and relatives in 
the Civil War started to dec-
orate the graves of their dead 
with flowers, wreaths, and 
flags. That is why the initial 
name of the holiday was Dec-
oration Day.

After World War I, all 
Americans adopted this re-
membrance tradition of the 
Southern states and devoted 
it to all those who died in any 
military action. We are hon-
oring men and women who 
gave their lives for our coun-
try up to now.

Today people go to ceme-
teries to decorate the graves 
and pay homage to their 
dead. Many Americans 
spend Memorial Day getting 
together with their family for 
a picnic or sports event.

What is the Difference 
between Memorial Day 
and Veterans Day?

If you are one of those ask-
ing “is Memorial Day not for 
veterans?” it is time to learn 
the answer. Since a lot of us 
still confuse Veterans Day 
and Memorial Day, you 
should know the difference 
to avoid any misunderstand-
ing.

These two holidays have 
different origins. The official 
observance of Memorial Day 
started in 1868 at Arlington 
National Cemetery where 
people decorated the graves 
of Union and Confederate 
soldiers with flowers. This 
tradition was extended to 
commemorate all military 
men and women who died in 
all American wars.

Veterans Day dates back to 
the early 20th century when 
Armistice Day was declared 
after World War I to honor 
the heroism of the American 
soldiers and their contribu-
tion to the world peace. After 
World War II, the name of 
the holiday was changed to 
“Veterans.” Ever since then 
Veterans Day is observed on 
November 11 to celebrate 
the veterans of all American 
wars.

What Do You Say To a 
Veteran on Memorial 
Day?

To express noble Memori-
al Day sentiments, you 
should remember that this is 
the time to commemorate 
those who gave their lives in 
service to our country. That 
is why you should not thank 
the living veterans on Me-
morial Day but show respect 
to their fallen comrades in 
arms, friends, and family.

We honor veterans on Vet-
erans Day to express our 
gratitude and reverence for 
their service. On Memorial 
Day, we remember and grieve 
for those who died in wars. 
In such a way, we can delib-
erate on the price of war and 
pay tribute to those who paid 
in full.

So instead of looking for 
proper words to say to a vet-
eran on Memorial Day, you 
should better visit a Veterans 
memorial or the USSAH Na-
tional Cemetery and place 
flags and flowers on the 
graves, attend the Largest 
Memorial Day Parade and 
Concert, buy a poppy, or take 
part in the National Moment 
of Remembrance.

Do You Say Happy
Memorial Day?

Over time people have ad-
opted different attitudes to 
using a Memorial Day saying 
“Happy Memorial Day.” 
However, it might seem in-
appropriate to wish a day of 
bitter and painful memories 
to be happy. Since those of us 
who lost their loved ones in 
the wars can get genuinely 
fragile and emotional on Me-
morial Day, you should rath-
er avoid using the word “hap-
py.”

To be on the safe side, you 
can say things like “Have a 
nice day today” or “I hope 
you have a fine day today.” 

Quotes about Honor

“No person was ever hon-
ored for what he received. 
Honor has been the reward 
for what he gave.” 

Calvin Coolidge

“The things we do outlast 
our mortality. The things we 
do are like monuments that 
people build to honor heroes 
after they’ve died. They’re 
like the pyramids that the 
Egyptians built to honor the 
pharaohs. Only instead of 
being made of stone, they’re 
made out of the memories 
people have of you.” 

 R.J. Palacio

“My heroes are those who 
risk their lives every day to 
protect our world and make 
it a better place - police, 
firefighters and members of 
our armed forces.”

 Sidney Sheldon

“Honor is simply the mo-
rality of superior men.”

Henry Louis Mencken

“There is no question 
what the roll of honor in 
America is. The roll of hon-
or consists of the names of 
men who have squared their 
conduct by ideals of duty.”

Woodrow T. Wilson

Quotes on Sacrificing

“The willingness of Amer-
ica’s veterans to sacrifice for 
our country has earned 
them our lasting gratitude.”

Jeff Miller

“Of what value is your 
life, unless you are willing to 
sacrifice it for those you 
love?” 

 Wayne Gerard Trotman

“There are so many ways 
to be brave in this world. 
Sometimes bravery involves 
laying down your life for 
something bigger than your-
self, or for someone else.”

 Veronica Roth

“Sacrifice is a part of life. 
It’s supposed to be. It’s not 
something to regret. It’s 
something to aspire to.”

Mitch Albom

“A hero is someone who 
has given his or her life to 
something bigger than one-
self.” 

 Joseph Campbell

Freedom Isn’t Free Quotes

It is useful to remind our-
selves and others on Memo-

rial Day that freedom does 
not come free and easy. Our 
history is full of instances 
showing the prices we pay for 
our liberties. Here is how 

some of our leaders have ex-
pressed gratitude to those 
who paid the highest price 
for our freedoms:

“Let every nation know, 
whether it wishes us well or 
ill, that we shall pay any 
price, bear any burden, 
meet any hardship, support 
any friend, oppose any foe 
to assure the survival and 
the success of liberty.”

John F. Kennedy

“It doesn’t take a hero to 
order men into battle. It 
takes a hero to be one of 
those men who goes into 
battle.”

General Norman Schwar-
zkopf Jr.

“The patriot’s blood is the 
seed of freedom’s tree.” — 
Thomas Campbell

“Our nation owes a debt 
to its fallen heroes that we 
can never fully repay, but we 

can honor their sacrifice.”
Barack Obama

“Freedom does not come 
without a price. We may 
sometimes take for granted 
the many liberties we enjoy 
in America, but they have 
all been earned through the 
ultimate sacrifice paid by 
so many of the members of 
our armed forces.” -

Charlie Dent

“Our debt to the heroic 
men and valiant women in 
the service of our country 
can never be repaid. They 
have earned our undying 
gratitude. America will 
never forget their sacrific-
es.” 

 Harry S. Truman

“Patriotism is easy to un-
derstand in America - it 
means looking out for your-
self by looking out for your 
country.”

Calvin Coolidge

Memorial Day: a time of reflection and honor

A visitor remembers a fallen family member at Arlington National Cemetery.
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Harry’s
MAJOR BRANDS

SALE
THANK YOU

ORANGE COUNTY
FOR YOUR

SUPPORT THE
PAST 58 YEARS!

LEADING 
BRANDS
Great Prices

Harry’s
Appliance & Service

FREE
Same Day
Delivery

GREAT SELECTION OF
PRE-OWNED APPLIANCES

302 N. 10TH STREET • ORANGE • 886-4111

Locally 
Owned By

Harry &
Margie

Stephens

We
Service 

What
We Sell!

Pre-k Cardinals of Character are Evie Ray, Preston Carrington, Zaylynn Dukes, Jackson Brockle-
hurst, and Sophia Torres.

Kindergarten Cardinals of Character are Lorelei Taylor, Aubree Moore, Jackson Holloway, Bailey 
Boudreaux, Trey Landry, Ava Barnes, Brittany Cota, Hutch Sonnier, Salvin “Jack” Aclese, Micah 
Thomas, Isabella Griffin and Emma Moerbe.

1st Grade Cardinals of Character are Raleigh Fults, Raeleigh Watts, Abigail Weaver, Cain Sifuen-
tes, Baelyn Roberts, Sabastian Farias, Makenna McCullough, Neder Kalil, Hudsyn Baker, Emilyn Un-
derbrink, Serenity Dugas, Kimberly Collazo, and Kaisyn Carrington

2nd Grade Cardinals of Character are  Eli Peltier, Addison Watts, Nathan Roach, Jaxson Jones, 
Kohen Williams, Elias Hudson, John Clark, Paityn Dillon, Zoey Lege’, Layla Smith and Kanyon Crone

Bridge City Elementary names ‘Cardinals of Character’

LCM Health Science Gets LifeShare Check . . .
The Little Cypress-Mauriceville High School Health Science Program received $1,520 for collecting 
152 blood donations during their annual LifeShare Blood Center drives this year. The money will go 
back into the Health Science Program. Pictured from left; Assistant Principal Kristine Brown, Life-
Share Blood Center representative Alison Smith, and Health Sciences teacher Tara Parsons.
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HARRY’S APPLI-
ANCES - Used appli-
ances starting at 
$99.95, 302 10th. St. 
(10th. & main) Or-
ange, We also buy 
used appliances, Call 
or come by 409-886-
4111.

1 & 2 BR Houses for 
Rent in  the Orange /  
Little Cypress area.  
All bills paid, appli-
ances  & A/C includ-
ed. No deposit.  Please 
call 409-330-1641 or 
409-988-9336.

Handyman special, 
rent to own, fix like 
you want.  Great loca-
tion, call for details 
today @ 409-886-
7047. Mobile Home 
and space rentals 
available.

38.42 Acre land for 
sale. Shaped like a 
baseball field with the 
road coming in at the 
corner of left field. 
The total outfield line 
from left field to right 
field is bordered by a 
50 foot wide drainage 
ditch.  Please call 409-
781-6279

Lot for sale, 1/2 Acre 
lot for sale in OFISD, 
McLewis community.  
Residential area that 
has never flooded be-
fore.  Serious offers 
only.  409-201-5127

Garage Sale this Sat., 
5/29 from 8 am to 3 
pm at 5007 Lemon-
ville, Orange, 1130 at 
Gilbert between Little 
Cypress & Mauricev-
ille, follow signs. 
Masks required.  Fur-
niture, shop, farm 
items.

Huge 4 Family Ga-
rage Sale includes 
furniture, leather sofa 
and love seat, antique 
table, recliner, patio 
furniture, exercise 
machine, seasonal 
decorations, jewelry, 
misc. household items 
& much more. This 
Fri. 5/28 from 8 am to 
5 pm & Sat., 5/29 from 
7 am to 3 pm at 3100 
Simon Drive, off Hwy 
1078 in Orange. 

Free kittens, 14 
weeks old, 2 gray and 
1 white, all males.  
Have not been out-
side.  Please call 409-
886-5854, downtown 
Orange.

Registered toy poo-
dle puppies, male and 
female, rare apricot 
color, small mom and 
dad. Vet checked, first 
shots & micro-
chipped. $1800.   
Ready June 2 with pa-
pers. Please call 409-
504-8879. 2 (Two) - Photography 

lights, Cowboy Sudio 
Brand w/ stands.  
225w per light, 5500k 
brightness, measures 
19 1/2 H x 27 1/2 W x 
14 D  Priced to sell at 
$110.00.  Please call 
409-883-8568

FOR  REN T

A P P L I A N C E S

• Garage Sales
• Birthdays
• For Sale 

• Weddings
• Rentals

• Memorials
• Services  

• Engagements
 

THE RECORD
Community Classifieds

Call 735-5305
• Penny Record Office: 333 West Roundbunch, Bridge City

• County Record Office: 320 Henrietta, Orange
Note: Offices Closed On Wednesday

•  Just $10 For A 30 Word Ad In Both Papers And The Web
•  Classified Newspaper Deadline: Monday 5 P.M. For Upcoming Issue
•  You Can Submit Your Ad ANYTIME Online At TheRecordLive.com

Your ads published in both newspapers,
the County Record and the Penny Record
plus on our web site TheRecordLive.com

ORANGE’S OLDEST HOMETOWN APPLIANCE DEALER                            

 HARRY’S
APPLIANCE & SERVICE, INC.

• FREEZERS • DISHWASHERS 
• REFRIGERATORS • WASHERS & DRYERS

• RANGES • AIR CONDITIONERS
We sell parts for all major brands - We service what we sell!

    409•886•4111 302 10th St.
Orange

FREE LOCAL 
DELIVERY

SI NC E  19 6 3

Stakes Electric
“GENERAC GENERATORS”

COMMERCIAL • RESIDENTIAL
OLD HOMES • LED UPGRADES

ALL UNDERGROUND

409-749-4873
Licensed

Customer: #25151  Master: #14161

L A ND FOR  S ALE

TRACTOR 
WORK

• Bush Hogging  
• Water 

• Dirt & Shell  
  • Sewer

• Electrical  
• Digging Services

LOCAL
409-670-2040

NOTICE: Vehicle stored at 
Gilbeaux’s Towing and 

Transport Inc. 058449  VSF
16527 Hwy 62 S. 

Orange, TX 77630
PH (409) 886-0007

Total charges cannot be computed until 
the vehicle is claimed, storage charges will 
accrue daily until the vehicle is released. 
Must demonstrate proof of ownership and 

pay current charges to claim vehicle..
www.tdlr.texas.gov

Vin#2HGFA16588H530144 
08 HONDA
Owed $1,731.76

HELP 
WANTED

FULL TIME &
PART TIME

GROCERY STOCKERS
GROCERY CHECKERS 

- DELI WORKERS

APPLY IN PERSON 
ONLY  - NO PHONE 

CALLS PLEASE!

K-DAN”S
SUPER FOODS _ 

9604 FM 105

DANNY’S SUPER FOODS

2003 Western

P E T S

FOR SALE
409-886-7183
409-735-5305

MISC. FOR SALE

GARAGE SALE 

American 

Legion Post 49

409-886-1241

BUSINESS CARD LISTINGS  409•886•7183 or 409•735•5305

NOTICE TO
CREDITORS

NOTICE TO
CREDITORS

NOTICE TO
CREDITORS

NOTICE TO
CREDITORS

“Everybody
 Reads

The Record!”

Notice is hereby 
given that original 
Letters Testmentary 
for the Estate of 
BETH B. SHEPHERD,   
Deceased, were 
issued on MAY 24, 
2021, in Cause No. 
P19055, pending in 
the County Court at 
Law of Orange County, 
Texas, to: James D. 
Roberts.

All persons having 
claims against this 
Estate which is cur-
rently being adminis-
tered are required to 
present them to the 
undersigned within the 
time and in the manner 
prescribed by law.
c/o:  Tommy Gunn
Attorney at Law
202 S. Border Street
Orange, TX 77630

Dated the 24th day of
May, 2021.

Tommy Gunn
Tommy Gunn    
Attorney for: 
James D. Roberts
State Bar No.: 
08623700 202 
S. Border Street                                                         
Orange, TX 77630
Phone: (409)882-9990
Fax: (409)882-0613
Email:tommy@gunnlaw.org

Notice is hereby 
given that original 
Letters Testmentary 
for the Estate of 
JAMES N. TURPIN.,   
Deceased, were 
issued on MAY 17, 
2021, in Cause No. 
P19028, pending in 
the County Court at 
Law of Orange County, 
Texas, to: Judy J. 
Turpin.

All persons having 
claims against this 
Estate which is cur-
rently being adminis-
tered are required to 
present them to the 
undersigned within the 
time and in the manner 
prescribed by law.
c/o:  Tommy Gunn
Attorney at Law
202 S. Border Street
Orange, TX 77630

Dated the 19th day of
May, 2021.

Tommy Gunn
Tommy Gunn    
Attorney for: 
Judy J. Turpin
State Bar No.: 
08623700 202 
S. Border Street                                                         
Orange, TX 77630
Phone: (409)882-9990
Fax: (409)882-0613
Email:tommy@gunnlaw.org

DOMESTIC CITATION BY PUBLICATION(NO CHILDREN) - CDVPUBWD

THE STATE OF TEXAS

To:  Terrance Lee Sowell
                                                                              

 Respondent, NOTICE:

YOU HAVE BEEN SUED.  You may employ an attorney.  If you 
or your Attorney do not file a written answer with the clerk who is-
sued this citation by 10:00 A.M. on the Monday next following the ex-
piration of 20 days after you were served this citation and petition, a 
default judgement may be taken against you. 

  The petition of Kendra Sowell, Petitioner, was filed in the 
260th District Court of Orange, Texas on the 13th day of April, 
2021, against Terrance Lee Sowell, Respondent, numbered 
210239-D and entitled 

“In the Matter of the Marriage of”

Kendra Brooke Sowell and Terrance Lee Sowell

  The suit requests a divorce.

The court has authority in this suit to enter any judgment or 
decree dissolving the marriage and providing for the division of 
property which will be binding on you.

ISSUED AND GIVEN under my hand and seal of said Court 
at Orange, Texas, this May 21st, 2021.

                         VICKIE EDGERLY, District Clerk
                     Orange County, Texas
           Vickie Edgerly

Notice is hereby 
given that original 
Letters Testamentary 
for the Estate of 
MARVIN HAWKINS,  
Deceased, were issued 
on May 7, 2021, in 
Cause No. P19008, 
pending in the County 
Court at Law of Orange 
County, Texas, to: 
Billie Hawkins.

All persons hav-
ing claims against this 
Estate which is cur-
rently being adminis-
tered are required to 
present them to the 
undersigned within the 
time and in the manner 
prescribed by law.

Billie Hawkins
c/o: Stephen C. Howard
Attorney at Law
903 W. Green Avenue
Orange, Texas 77630

DATED the  19th day of 
May, 2021.

Stephen Howard
Stephen Howard                                   
Attorney for:
Billie Hawkins
State Bar No.:10079400
903 W. Green Avenue                                                                        
Orange, TX 77630
Phone: (409)883-0202
Fax: (409)883-0209
Email: steve@stevehoward.

lawyer

Notice is hereby 
given that original 
Letters Testmentary 
for the Estate 
of TIMOTHY D. 
S C H O S S O W ,   
Deceased, were 
issued on MAY 24, 
2021, in Cause No. 
P19050, pending 
in the County Court 
at Law of Orange 
County, Texas, to: Ida 
Jean Schossow.

All persons having 
claims against this 
Estate which is cur-
rently being adminis-
tered are required to 
present them to the 
undersigned within the 
time and in the manner 
prescribed by law.
c/o:  Tommy Gunn
Attorney at Law
202 S. Border Street
Orange, TX 77630

Dated the 24th day of
May, 2021.

Tommy Gunn
Tommy Gunn    
Attorney for: 
Ida Jean Schossow
State Bar No.: 
08623700 202 
S. Border Street                                                         
Orange, TX 77630
Phone: (409)882-9990
Fax: (409)882-0613
Email:tommy@gunnlaw.org

Notice is hereby 
given that original 
Letters Testamentary 
for the Estate of 
MANDY LAMUREL 
WILLEY,  Deceased, 
were issued on May 
24, 2021, in Cause No. 
P19042, pending in the 
County Court at Law of 
Orange County, Texas, 
to: Natalie Hill.

All persons hav-
ing claims against this 
Estate which is cur-
rently being adminis-
tered are required to 
present them to the 
undersigned within the 
time and in the manner 
prescribed by law.

Natalie Hill
c/o: Stephen C. Howard
Attorney at Law
903 W. Green Avenue
Orange, Texas 77630

DATED the  25th day of 
May, 2021.

Stephen Howard
Stephen Howard                                   

Attorney for:
Natalie Hill
State Bar No.:10079400
903 W. Green Avenue                                                                        
Orange, TX 77630
Phone: (409)883-0202
Fax: (409)883-0209
Email: steve@stevehoward.

lawyer NOTICE TO
CREDITORS

1970s LYRICS

ACROSS
1. *Carole King: “But 
you’re ____ ____ 
away”
6. “I Thee ____”
9. Ring practice
13. Hacienda brick
14. *Billy Joel: “I love 
you just the way you 
____”
15. What speakers do
16. Leg of lamb
17. Styling goo
18. Spooky
19. *Rod Stewart: “Oh, 
Maggie, I couldn’t have 
tried ____ ____”
21. *Stevie Wonder: 
“Very superstitious, 
writing’s on ____ 
____”
23. Type of constrictor
24. Can of worms
25. *”____ Cola, what a 
beautiful drink”
28. Capital of Peru
30. *Carly Simon: “I 
had some dreams, 
they were ____ in my 
coffee”
35. Bad luck precursor
37. Swing seat, possibly
39. Macaroni shape
40. Capital on the 
Baltic Sea
41. Figure with vertex 
and rays
43. Venetian magis-
trate
44. Not fitting
46. Sealed with a 
handshake
47. Wise man
48. Annotator and 
commentator
50. Facts and figures
52. Bambino
53. Chinese monetary 
unit
55. International Labor 
Organization
57. *The Knack: “M M 
M My ____”
61. *Sister Sledge: “We 
are family, get up ev-
erybody ____ ____”
65. Last European 
colony in China
66. Pastrami’s partner
68. Sheik’s bevy
69. Movie premiere, 
e.g.
70. Gunk
71. Ancient assembly 
area
72. Used to be wild?
73. Attila, e.g.
74. Part of mortise 
joint

DOWN
1. Long story
2. War god in Norse 
mythology
3. Same as fogey
4. J. Robert Oppen-
heimer’s project
5. Reorganize or 
modify
6. $7.25/hour, e.g.
7. Old fashioned 
‘before’
8. Nile’s mouth
9. Boatload
10. What paralegal 
and parachute have in 
common
11. Seed covering
12. Angler’s spool
15. Punch buggy car
20. Indian cuisine 
yogurt staple
22. Drunkard’s sound?
24. Enter uninvited (2 
words)
25. *Bruce Springsteen: 
“Tramps like us, baby 
we were born ____ 
____”
26. ____ acid
27. “And Seth.... ____ 
Enos”
29. *Eric Clapton: 
“Darling, won’t you 
ease my worried ____”
31. Oldsmobile 
founder
32. Lusitania’s de-
stroyer
33. Grown-up pupper, 
in social media
34. *ABBA: “Danc-
ing queen, young and 
____, only seventeen”
36. Back of the neck
38. Dashing style
42. Spritelike
45. Test (2 words)
49. *Terry Jacks: “We 
had seasons in the 
____”
51. One tritely familiar
54. Frustration, in 
print
56. Missouri River 
tributary
57. Old World duck
58. *Creedence Clear-
water Revival: “____ 
you ever seen the 
rain?”
59. They’re hidden up a 
sleeve?
60. Goes with rave
61. Eon, alt. sp.
62. *Black Sabbath: “I 
am ____ man”
63. Infamous Roman 
emperor
64. J. Edgar Hoover’s 
man
67. *Queen: “Scara-
mouch, Scaramouch, 
will ___ do the Fan-
dango”


