
CMYK

Joe Biden’s American Re-
covery Plan Act, passed by 
Congress without a single 
Republican vote, just show-
ered ruby red Orange Coun-
ty with the first of two $8.1 
million payments.

The all-Republican Coun-
ty Commissioners are eager 
to see what they’re allowed 
to use it for.

After Tuesday’s twice-
monthly Commissioners 
Court meeting, County 
Judge John Gothia asked Tim 
Funchess, county purchasing 
agent, to put an item on the 
June 22 agenda to start the 
process to hire a grant man-
ager to ensure the money 
was used appropriately.

“Too bad it’s not the $15 
million we’re waiting for 

from the de-
bris removal,” 
Precinct 4 
Commission-
er Robert Via-
tor said.

The county 
has spent 

about $15 mil-
lion – mostly from its re-
serves – for debris removal 
after Hurricane Laura last 
summer and hasn’t received 
a penny of the reimburse-
ment promised by FEMA.

Early in Tuesday’s meet-
ing, Gothia said he’d called 
U.S. Representative Brian 
Babin and pleaded for him to 
do all he could to speed up 
FEMA reimbursement with 
another Gulf Coast hurri-
cane season having started 
June 1 and another budget 
year set to begin in October.

The county paid a total of 

$3.2 million in bills for the 
week of June 8, with $2.5 
million of that for debris re-
moval and monitoring 
through January.

Joel Ardoin, county emer-
gency management coordi-
nator, asked for approval to 
spend $17,400 of undesignat-
ed “contingency” funds to re-

pair a video system that was 
nearly 20 years old in the 
county’s Emergency Opera-
tions Center.

It was out of order and the 
source of minor embarrass-
ment when President Donald 
Trump visited the EOC after 
Hurricane Laura.

To replace the system 

would cost $268,000, Ardoin 
said.  

Gothia wondered out loud 
if the county could use the 
ARPA funds for the $17,400 
fix … then considered the 
possibility of replacing the 
entire system.

ARPA was a $1.9 trillion 
fiscal recovery plan signed 

into law by President Biden 
March 11. It established a 
$350 billion Coronavirus 
State and Local Fiscal Recov-
ery Fund, which includes 
$65.1 billion to all counties 
nationwide, based on popu-
lation.

Texas’ 254 counties are to 
receive about $5.7 billion.

One of Orange County’s 
top news sources is going off 
the air.

Sherry Combs is retiring 
from the Little Cypress-
Mauriceville school district 
Friday, ending a 42-year ca-
reer that saw her issue tens of 
thousands of notifications –
what used to be called “press 
releases” – on behalf of LC-
MCISD and West Orange-
Cove school districts and the 
LifeShare Blood Center.

“I’m 70 and it’s time,” she 
said Tuesday. “I can do any-
thing I want to, any time I 
want to.”

For the past 20 years, 
Combs has been LCM’s 
Community Relations Coor-

dinator. The title was origi-
nally going to be longer, “but 
I told them I needed some-
thing that would all fit on 
one line,” she said.

Combs was not only the 
district’s public information 
boss, the contact person for 
delivering news to and an-
swering questions from re-
porters and newsrooms of 
the traditional media, but 
also a whiz at the new media 
landscape.

She was deeply involved 
with the district’s websites 
and Facebook page, and able 
to send texts, tweets and 
email breaking storm news 
or new bus routes to students 
and their parents at the click 
of a computer mouse.

For LCM, Combs also es-

tablished an Educational 
Foundation for the district to 
generate extra classroom 
support for its teachers and 
students.

“That has been one of my 
most proud accomplish-
ments,” said the graduate of 

You’re a grand old flag,
You’re a high-flying flag,
 
Monday, June 14, marks 

the 104th observance of Flag 
Day in the United States, a 
holiday officially established 
in 1916 by President Wood-
row Wilson.

But every day is Flag Day 
for retired U.S. Navy sailor 
John Hall. The West Orange-
Stark graduate served 20 
years as an aviation ord-
nanceman on U.S. aircraft 
carriers circling the globe 
supporting combat and 
peacekeeping missions alike.

“When we first got mar-
ried, my wife asked me, ‘Why 
is that flag so important to 
you?’” Hall recalls.

“I told her it’s just respect 
for the country I fought for. 

It’s imbedded in me from the 
military.

“For 20 years, I had to sa-
lute the flag every time I 
went on or off my ship. We 
all stood and saluted it in the 
morning and saluted it again 
at the end of the day when 
they blew ‘Taps.’

“When you go overseas [to 
another country], you have 
to stand at attention for their 
flag, then for your flag. I got 
wrapped up a little more in it 
[respect for the flag]. The 
flag reminds you why you’re 
over there.”

 
You’re the emblem of the 

land I love,
The home of the free and 

the brave.
 
America’s first official flag 

of 13 red and white stripes 

John Hall, Ret. U.S.N., shows off the American flag his grand-
daughter hung on the wall of her playroom at Hall’s home in Or-
ange.                  RECORD PHOTO: Dave Rogers

Good times are set to re-
sume in Orange.

The Lion’s Club 
80th  Charity Carnival will 
take place over three week-
ends at Lions Den Park this 
year, beginning Wednesday, 
June 16.

“When we first started 
planning for this, they still 
had the COVID thing,” Pam 
Crew-Honeycutt, carnival 
co-chairman explained the 
extra week. “We were trying 
to encourage more social 
distancing. We thought it 
would give people the op-
portunity to spread out.”

This year’s event begins at 
6:30 p.m. Wednesday and 
runs Wednesdays through 
Saturdays, ending on July 3.

Gates are open for 
Wednesdays and Thursday 
from 6:30 p.m. to 10 p.m., 
and the carnival will be 
open from 6:30 p.m. to 11 
p.m. on Fridays and Satur-
days.

Kiddie Day is Saturday, 
June 19, with gates opening 
at 4 p.m.

New this year is a Kiddie 
Scrambler for the young 
ones and a rock climbing 
wall for the more adventur-
ous.

Besides rides, the carnival 
features game booths, food 
booths. Food choices run 
from hamburgers, funnel 
cakes, chocolate covered 
strawberries, popcorn, cot-
ton candy to turkey legs, 
pork-a-bobs, corn dogs, na-
chos and popcorn balls.

More than 10,000 people 
visit the fair annually, many 
of them more than once.

“We have people from out 
of town who grew up here 
come back every year to the 
carnival,” said Kristy Bur-
nitt, Orange Lions Club 
president and co-chair of 
the carnival along with 

Crew, a past club president.
Admission is $3 for adults, 

$2 for students aged 10-17 
and youngsters under 10 are 
admitted free.

Proceeds of the carnival 
will be used by the Lions 

Club to fund club causes 
like the Eyeglass Bank, 
scholarships for youngsters 
to Lions Club Camp, food 
baskets and their beautifica-
tion tree project and the 
Texas Ramp Project.

“We couldn’t do this with-
out volunteers and different 
businesses coming out to 
help,” Burnitt said, listing 
Akrotex, which used its 
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Karl Wickham, right, and Kasey Burnitt check out the Kiddie Scrambler, a new ride this year at the 
80th Lions Club Charity Carnival, which starts June 16 at Lion’s Den Park in Orange.

Lions Club members work on setting up this year’s Lions Club Carnival in Orange.
                      RECORD PHOTOS: Dave Rogers
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Lions Carnival set to return 
to Orange County June 16

RIGHT: Sherry Combs, center, 
goes over paperwork for next 
week’s school board meeting 
with fellow Little Cypress-
Mauriceville school district ad-
ministrator Lisa Ludwig, left, 
and Hollie Fregia. Combs is re-
tiring this week as Community 
Relations Coordinator, ending 
a 42-year career, with the last 
two decades spent heading up 
communication outreach ef-
forts of LCMCISD.
RECORD PHOTO: Dave Rogers
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With session over, there’s 
time to reflect on what hap-
pened toward the end of ses-
sion and the new laws the leg-
islature passed over the past 
140 days.

Here are five things happen-
ing around your state:

1. Legislature adjourns 
Sine Die

The 87 th Legislative session 
has ended and this week both 
chambers adjourned Sine Die. In total, 
the House and Senate filed 7,025 bills 
combined. Of those, the House filed 
4,834 bills and theSenate filed 2,191 
bills. However, only 1,081 bills from 
both the House and Senate were sent to 
the Governor. Of the bills sent to the 
Governor, I authored or primarily spon-
sored 29 of them. I’m immensely proud 
of the work we accomplished this ses-
sion on behalf of the people of East Tex-
as and I look forward to getting back to 
the district to discuss this session’s ac-
complishments.

2. Potential special sessions on 
the horizon

Though the legislature passed a lot of 
good bills this session, anticipate hav-
ing at least one, but likely two, special 
sessions this fall. The Governor an-
nounced he will call the legislature back 
to work on election security and bail re-
form, two emergency items that didn’t 
pass this year. The Governor also dis-
cussed a line-item veto of Article X of 
the budget, which funds the legislative 
branch. If that happens, funding for the 
Legislature would run out on Septem-
ber 1 and we would need to reconvene 
before then to re-appropriate those 
funds.

The most complicated process we’ll 
undertake this fall is redistricting. The 
data we need to start the process will 
arrive by August 16, according to the 
Census Bureau. The complete data tool-
kit will arrive sometime before Septem-
ber 30. After that data is received, the 
process of redrawing district lines for 
the State House, State Senate, US Con-
gress, and State Board of Education can 
begin.

3. House Bill 19 
aims at curbing 
trucking litigation

During this session, 
both chambers passed 
House Bill 19, authored 
by Representative Jeff 
Leach and sponsored 
by Senator Larry Tay-
lor. The bill is aimed at 
cutting down on frivo-
lous lawsuits in the 

trucking industry and 
other commercial vehicles. The bill 
would create a two-step process for liti-
gation. First, the driver of the commer-
cial vehicle would have to be proven li-
able in court for the accident. After 
that, the trial could proceed to a second 
phase where the injured party could 
bring a case against the driver’s employ-
er. Damages would be assessed at that 
point. This bill aims to cut down on un-
just and excessive lawsuits. I was proud 
to co-sponsor this bill in the Senate.

4. Multiple bills signed to pre-
vent defunding the police

Governor Abbott signed four bills in 
the past week that stop cities from de-
funding the police and enhance penal-
ties for crimes that interfere with police 
work. Those four bills include:

- House Bill 9 - authored by Represen-
tative Stephanie Klick and sponsored by 
Senator Donna Campbell. The bill 
would increase the penalty for know-
ingly blocking an emergency vehicle or 
obstructing access to a hospital or 
health care facility. The penalty would 
be a state jail felony, which carries up to 
two years in jail and a fine of up to 
$10,000.

- House Bill 1900 – authored by Rep-
resentative Craig Goldman and spon-
sored by Senator Joan Huffman. The 
bill would freeze property tax revenue 
for larger cities that defund the police 
while also preventing those cities from 
annexing new land and allowing areas 
that had been annexed in the previous 
30 years to vote to dis-annex.

- House Bill 2366 – authored by Rep-
resentative Brad Buckley and sponsored 
by Senator Bryan Hughes. This bill en-
hances penalties for using laser pointers 
against police or using fireworks to 

harm or obstruct police.
- Senate Bill 23 – authored by Senator 

Joan Huffman and sponsored by Repre-
sentative Tom Oliverson. This bill 
would require that in the state’s largest 
counties, voters would get the opportu-
nity to vote on reductions in law en-
forcement budgets. If the measure is re-
jected and the county still reduces 
funding, the county’s property tax rev-
enue would be frozen.

5. Legislature passes bill to 
ban teaching tenants of Criti-
cal Race Theory

House Bill 3979 was sent to the Gov-
ernor in the last few weeks of session. 
This bill requires a diverse list of histor-
ical figures and documents for students 
to study in social studies curriculum.

Importantly, this bill also includes a 
ban on teaching that one race or sex is 
inherently superior to another or that 
any individual by virtue of their race or 
sex is inherently racist, sexist, or op-
pressive. This important legislation is 
now heading to the Governor’s desk.

My 5-Cents . . .
By State Senator Robert Nichols

Sen. Robert Nichols

LCMISD host meetings 
with private and home-
school parents

A meeting to discuss possible servic-
es for homeschooled and private school 
students that are eligible to attend LCM 
schools will be held at the Little Cy-
press-Mauriceville CISD Administra-
tion Building located at 6586 FM 1130, 
Orange, Texas on Monday, June 14th at 
4:30 p.m.  The purpose of the meeting 
is to give representatives of private 
schools and parents who homeschool 
their children the opportunity to par-
ticipate in planning and consultation 
for the federal Title 1, 2, & 4 programs. 
Following the presentation of this in-
formation, there will be a consultation 
meeting to discuss which eligible pri-
vate school students will receive special 
education services, the services to be 
provided, how and where the services 
will be provided, and how the services 
provided will be evaluated. For more 
information, contact Laurie Gordon or 
Beverly Knight at the LCM Adminis-
tration Office at 883-2232.

FREE
Hearing

Screening
Call 

today!

Life is calling... Do you hear it?
Don’t let hearing loss separate you from the things you enjoy most in life.

Valid Through 06/22/2021

Digital Hearing Instruments

40% OFF
regular price
on a set of select 
models. Call for 
details.

Valid Through 06/22/2021

Mini BTE

for hearing loss
up to 35 dba

$795**
each

Reg.
$995

*SUBJECT TO CREDIT APPROVAL. NOT AVAILABLE WITH ANY OTHER DISCOUNTS, OFFERS, OR PRIOR PURCHASES. **$795 BASED ON PURCHASE OF 2 AIDS. CALL FOR DETAILS. ***PROVIDED EVERY 5 YEARS BY 
THE STATE OF TEXAS FOR RESIDENTS WITH A HEARING LOSS. LIMIT 1 PER HOUSEHOLD. NO PURCHASE NECESSARY. 2-WAY TEXTING DEVICE REQUIRES HIGH-SPEED INTERNET - NOT INCLUDED. 

Imagine...
• Hearing your grand-children’s voices clearly
• Being able to understand conversations in noisy rooms
• Not having to ask people to repeat themselves
• Listening to the television without disturbing others

New Technology...
• New digital noise filtering, for large crowds
• Connect to your TV, phone, and more 
• Emphasis on speech clarity
• Filters unwanted noise
• No more whistle and squeal
• Remote control for easy adjustments

• FREE Hearing Screening
• FREE Otoscopic inspection of 

your ear canal to check for wax 
build-up

• FREE Hearing Technology Demo
• FREE Hearing Aid Check-up
• FREE 2-Way Texting Device 

(Tablet or Smartphone) or 
Amplified Phone***

Come by and bring a copy of your 
photo ID and we will process 
your application.

Hearing 
Health Care 

Event
June 9 - 22, 2021

9 am - 5 pm

Call Monday - Friday • 9 am to 5 pm

1-888-464-8896
Orange • 105 Camellia

Nederland • 2190 Hwy 365 (closed Fridays)
Beaumont • 6656 Phelan Blvd.

WE ACCEPT MOST MAJOR INSURANCES. ASK ABOUT OUR SPECIAL FINANCING OPTIONS* 

Beaumont • Nederland • Orange • Bay City • Bastrop • Gonzales 
Cedar Park • Kirbyville • Lake Jackson • Lumberton • Trinity

www.BrownHearingCenters.com 
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COLUMBANUS MOTOR SPORTS

1800 Strickland Drive • Orange • (409) 886-1995

Open: Tuesday-Friday: 9 AM - 6 PM Saturday: 9 AM - 3 PM
Closed: Sunday and Monday

We Offer America’s Top Brands
In Outdoor Power Equipment

Largest Selection In
Southeast Texas!

We Service
What We Sell!

Harry’s
MAJOR BRANDS

SALE
THANK YOU

ORANGE COUNTY
FOR YOUR

SUPPORT THE
PAST 58 YEARS!

LEADING 
BRANDS
Great Prices

Harry’s
Appliance & Service

FREE
Same Day
Delivery

GREAT SELECTION OF
PRE-OWNED APPLIANCES

302 N. 10TH STREET • ORANGE • 886-4111

Locally 
Owned By

Harry &
Margie

Stephens

We
Service 

What
We Sell!

with a star for every state on 
a field of blue was adopted on 
June 14, 1777.

“It’s a national emblem,” 
Hall said, “and the colors 
have meaning: The red is for 
blood shed, white is for puri-
ty and blue is for bravery.

“Those are the things I 
stood for when I was in the 
service. And I have relatives 
who are still standing for 
them – one nephew is in the 
Army, one is in the Air Force.

“They’re still carrying on 
the tradition.”

Hall now works at the U.S. 
Reserve Fleet on the Neches 
River, near Nederland. He is 
a caretaker for the moth-
balled battleships, aircraft 
carriers and other naval ves-
sels waiting to be scrapped 
for parts.

He hasn’t slowed down a 
bit, though, spending his free 
time as chaplain of VFW 
Post 2775 in Orange and a 
member of the Southeast 
Texas Veterans Group Hon-
or Guard at veterans’ funer-
als and other memorial cere-
monies.

Naturally, Hall has a flag 
pole in his yard. He flies both 
a U.S. and Texas flag on it 
daily, and brings out his 
POW/MIA flag on Memorial 
Day.

“When I got out of the mil-
itary and came back to Or-
ange and put up my flag pole, 

my respect for the flag went 
up. I fought for that flag.”

 
Ev’ry heart beats true
‘Neath the Red, White 

and Blue
 
Hall and the veterans 

groups he belongs to contin-
ue to fight for the Stars and 
Stripes.

Along with the Flag Reso-
lution by the Second Conti-
nental Congress in 1777 
making what’s said to be Bet-
sy Ross’ creation official, the 
United States also has a Flag 
Code and Flag Etiquette.

The vets do their best to 
educate the public.

Outdoor flags should only 
be flown from sunrise to 
sunset unless the flag is illu-
minated for display 24 hours 
per day. The Flag Code says 
the flag should not be dis-
played in inclement weather 
“except when an all-weather 
flag is displayed.”

As a general rule, a flag 
should be replaced every six 
months to a year.

“When flags are faded real 
bad, they need to come 
down,” Hall said. “Even if you 
don’t have a replacement, 
pull it down. “If it’s ripped 
up, retire it from service.

“But don’t throw it in the 
trash can. It needs to be re-
tired in the official manner.”

Flag disposal boxes are of-

ten available at police sta-
tions. American Legions, 
VFWs and the Girl Scouts 
and Boy Scouts collect the 
flags and hold flag retire-
ment ceremonies.

The approved method of 
disposing of unserviceable 
flags has long been that they 
be destroyed by burning, but 
the U.S. flag is considered 
such a sacred symbol that 
burning it an undignified 
manner is considered dese-
cration.

“The Scouts and veterans 
groups will cremate the flags 
in special ceremonies on July 
Fourth, Memorial Day or 
Veterans Day,” Hall said. “At 
the VFW, we’ve had to use a 
lowboy trailer to carry all the 
boxes of Texas and Ameri-
can flags that people bring to 
us to be destroyed.”

 
Should auld acquain-

tance be forgot,
Keep your eye on the 

grand old flag.
 
Flag Day is not a federal 

holiday and only Pennsylva-
nia celebrates it as a state 
holiday.

The italicized words above 
are from the song “You’re A 
Grand Old Flag” written by 
composer George M. Cohan 
in 1906.

John Hall couldn’t have 
said it better.

Vet’s respect flies high From Page 1

Sherry Combs From Page 1

Lions Carnival From Page 1

Stark High and Lamar Uni-
versity.

“Over the years, the Foun-
dation has given hundreds of 
grants for classroom projects 
to teachers throughout the 
district totaling almost 
$300,000. They hold two big 
events during the year to 
raise money, the Beary Mer-
ry Christmas Market and the 
5K Color Fun Run.”

Combs started the LCM 
Awards program where Dis-
tinguished Alumni, Hall of 
Fame and a Military Wall of 
Honor inductees are recog-
nized.

“Schools make a difference 
in the life of the whole com-
munity,” she said. “I see my-
self as a facilitator. If we 
know of a need, if there’s a 
program going on at one 
campus that needs some-
thing from the community, I 
can help round that up.

“I facilitate you guys [me-
dia outlets] getting the infor-
mation that you need, and 
that helps us. If I can get the 
information of what’s going 
on at the campus out to the 
media, that’s my job.”

Singing was Combs’ pas-
sion growing up. Her college 
degree is in vocal music. She 
met her husband, Mike, in 
vocal music classes at Lamar.

“Everything I’ve done pro-
fessionally has been PR-re-
lated,” she said, “but I’ve 
taught voice, directed church 
choirs and performed for 
OCP [Orange Community 
Players].”

When Mike was drafted 
into the Army, she moved 
with him to Washington 
state. The couple had two 
children, Doug and Liz, by 
the time they moved back to 
Texas.

“We raised two kids who 
are singers and used to sing 
together as a family. That 
was great fun, singing with 

your kids.
“Now, I just make a joyful 

noise from the pews at First 
Presbyterian.”

Besides being a wife and 
mom, Sherry took her first 
for-pay job with the West 
Orange-Cove district, serv-
ing as coordinator for volun-
teers.

“The last couple of years, 
they also added PR to my re-
sponsibilities,” she said.

Combs left schools for a 
six-year stretch working for 
LifeShare Blood Center as 
the Public Information Offi-
cer and Donor Recruiting 
Coordinator for an area 
stretching from Beaumont to 
Lake Charles.

“I didn’t work for both 
blood centers all of that time, 
but the year I had 35,000 
miles on my one-year-old 
car, I knew it was time to 
move on,” she said.

“And I just missed working 
for a school district. Even 
though LifeShare was still 
non-profit work and we were 
serving people, I just missed 
education.

“Then LCM advertised for 
this job and I applied.”

Combs recalls that when 
she started working in public 
relations, she typed on an 
IBM Selectric typewriter and 
to send out a press release 
meant folding it into an en-
velope and snail mailing it.

“If it was really important, 
I’d drop it by the newspaper 
office.”

Taking photographs of 
events was part of Combs’ 
job before most reporters 
were required to do the dou-
ble duty of writing and trans-
mitting both words and visu-
al images.

“Even when I started at 
LCM, we were still using 
film when you were taking 
pictures,” she said. “If you 
were covering things that 

needed photos, you had to go 
get film developed, whereas 
now, I just pop my memory 
card in my computer.

“Digital cameras have real-
ly made a difference. And 
I’ve gotten a lot better with 
PhotoShop over the years.”

The biggest change in 
four-plus decades hasn’t 
been in methods of news de-
livery, but in the speed and 
importance. Weather disas-
ters and the COVID lock-
down of 2020-21 have forced 
many quick pivots by educa-
tion leaders.

And Combs has had to get 
the word out.

“We were out for about a 
month after Harvey,” she 
said, mentioning the 2017 
hurricane that flooded most 
of the district’s campuses. 
“And then we had the [COV-
ID-19] pandemic and had to 
switch to virtual classes.

“We’ve got over 3,000 kids 
in the district and their par-
ents need to know what’s go-
ing on in an emergency. We 
now have the ability to con-
tact all of our staff, all of our 
parents in just minutes, 
through school messenger 
programs.

“I’ve done a lot of that in 
the past few years with hur-
ricanes and through the pan-
demic. That takes up a lot 
more time than people 
think.”

And now it’s Sherry’s time 
to take some time.

Husband Mike has retired 
from DuPont and the couple 
have five grandchildren, a 
grandson-in-law and two 
great-grandchildren to 
watch grow up.

“Mike and I have a trip 
planned to visit friends, see 
some sights,” Combs said. 
“Beyond that, I haven’t de-
cided yet. I’m going to kind 
of lay low for a while.”

trucks to bring the club-
owned rides from storage to 
the park on the shore of Ad-
ams Bayou.

“Dow is very good about 
sending volunteers, and so 
do a lot of non-profits,” Bur-
nitt said. “Most credit unions 
get groups together and La-
mar Orange’s nursing stu-
dents are big helpers.

Traditionally, the fair has 
been held in the fall, but re-
cent years have featured two 
of the worst rainstorms in 
U.S. history in the fall and 
the 2020 carnival was can-
celed by the coronavirus 
pandemic, with a couple of 

hurricanes thrown in for 
good measure.

“A lot of people love this 
carnival, because it’s a fall 
carnival,” Crew said. “We’d 
love to move back to the fall, 
but the last three years, we’ve 
either had hurricanes or 
threat of hurricanes.

“It’s hard to put up a Ferris 
Wheel and leave it up in 160 
mph winds like we had last 
year.”

“We haven’t had a real 
good one since I’ve been a Li-
ons Club member, and I’ve 
been a member for four 
years,”

Burnitt said. “We always 

have at least a few days can-
celed by rain.”

Chris Kovatch, a Lions 
Clubber who also is this 
year’s chairman of the Great-
er Orange Area Chamber of 
Commerce, was among the 
members out setting up rides 
last weekend.

He couldn’t pass the op-
portunity for some dark hu-
mor.

“Our new fund raiser will 
be, ‘If your city is in a 
drought, we’ll bring our car-
nival to you,’” he said. “Then, 
you’re guaranteed rain.”
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SPECIAL LUNCH BUNCH GATHERING

Next week, on June 16, the Wednesday Lunch Bunch 
will dine at Robert’s Restaurant, 12 noon. County Judge 
John Gothia and tax assessor-collector Karen Fisher will 
host all of the county mayors and their city managers. The 
county wide participation will allow everyone to interact 
with the civic leaders., break bread and get to meet the new 
mayors. It also will be a great opportunity for the citizens 
and county officials to share how they might be of help to 
the cities. We look forward to the gathering. Everyone is 
invited. The Lunch Bunch will return to a weekly gather-
ing after next week when hopefully we can get the old gang 
back together after a year’s lay-off because of the pandem-
ic. Y’all come.

CONDOLENCES

James Ward Gammill, 70, of Bridge City, passed away 
on June 5.  A graveside service will be held at 10:00 a.m., 
Thursday, June 10, at Hillcrest Memorial Gardens in Or-
ange. Visitation will be from 11:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m., 
Wednesday, at Claybar Funeral Home in Bridge City. To 
his wife of 49 years, Judith, children and grandchildren we 
offer our sincere condolences. May he rest in peace.

WILL GUN KILLINGS GET WORSE

USA Today reports that America’s gun culture has 
turned into a killing culture. There are more guns than 
people in the United States, with 121 firearms for every 
100 residents (although the weapons are concentrated in 
about a third of U.S. households.) America has less than 
5% of the world’s population but about 40% of privately 
owned guns. Gun ownership in the USA is rising rapidly. 
During the socially disruptive pandemic, the federal gov-
ernment tracked gun sales exceeding a million per week, 
the first time that benchmark was hit since officials start-
ed gathering data in 1998. Gun-related homicides and non 
suicide shootings have risen just as fast, with a 25% jump 
in 2020 over 2019. According to an analysis by the gun 
control group Everytown, firearm deaths of all types last 
year will likely exceed 40,000, marking 2020 with the 
highest gun-related death rate in two decades. About 
three-quarters of U.S. homicides are related to firearms, a 
gun-killing ratio that far surpasses Canda (39%), Australia 
(22%) and England and Wales (4%). The same pattern is 
borne out within the USA, where states with the most gun 
ownership have recorded the highest rate of firearm relat-
ed deaths. Mass shootings are traumatizing, high profile 
tragedies lately have become numbingly routine. In fact, 
eight of the 15 worst mass shootings in the United States 
have been in the past 10 years. America’s culture of guns 
has become a culture of killing. We need sensible gun con-
trol laws such as closing the gun-show loophole by ex-
panding background checks (favored by 81% of Ameri-
cans), banning high-capacity magazines, (favored by 64%) 
and banning assault-style rifles (63%). Now however there 
seems less appetite than ever in Congress for tightening 
gun laws. There was a time when it was thought that a sin-
gle horrible event, such as the slaughter of first-graders in 
Newtown, Connecticut, in 2012, could spur Congress to 
act. That hasn’t happened. Now mass shootings seem to be 
happening at a harrowing pace. Will lawmakers continue 
to remain unaffected? Or perhaps American’s love of guns 
is just too strong

TURNING BACK THE HANDS OF TIME
10 Years Ago-2011

The temperature reached 105 and was over 100 for the 
first five days in June. What makes it worse is that it hasn’t 
rained in months and the wind has gone down to a zero 
breeze. Monday a little rain finally came. Some folks got 
up to a couple of inches including a good amount of hail. 
Most of us got only .5 of an inch, enough to wash the dust 
off of the leaves. We could see the dark clouds to the south 
and east of us and prayed it would come our way but all we 
got was the over spray. For 38 years I’ve been on this place 
and I can assure you it’s the worse drought in all of those 
years. In 1953, the drought was really bad but at that time 
I had other interest than the weather. I wasn’t concerned 
about me and Cox’s gardens burning up, however, I do re-
call the big cracks in the soil and not a blade of green grass 
anywhere. I believe if we don’t get a good rain soon we will 
see that situation again. It will take a  couple of Gulf 
storms  to make up 19 inches of rain that we’re running 
below normal. We’re happy for the gardeners who got rain 
Monday though. City water just won’t cut it when it comes 
to growing a crop. It keeps stuff alive, works some on flow-
ers but tomatoes, cucumbers and other veggies needs a 
little help from above. Green tomatoes will stay that way 
for a month on the stalk, etc. Our friend  Judge Derry 
Dunn has eight plants and grows the most beautiful to-
matoes  I’ve seen and plenty of them. His secret is  con-
densed water. A couple of gallons a day from the air con-
ditioner works as good as God’s water on four plants per 
day. Ironically  Judge Derry doesn’t eat tomatoes and 
that’s all right, more for me.***** I knew something wasn’t 
right and  Congressmam Weiner  was lying when he 
told Wolf Blitzer that he didn’t know if that was his wie-
ner or not. Every wiener is hand grown and usually named 
and any guy would recognize his in a crowd. Right then I 

was convinced he wasn’t being truthful. Monday he admit-
ted it to the world that sure nuff ’ it was his wiener. Public 
officials are having trouble keeping their pants zipped. Sen. 
David Vitter, Con. Chris Lee, Sen. John Ensign  and a 
host of others, republicans and democrats alike.***** Coun-
try star Trace Adkins and wife Ronda lost their home in 
Brentwood, Tenn. to fire. Trace wasn’t home, the family 
got out safely but everything was lost. Adkins owns a farm 
next to our friends,  Glenda and Paul Dyer, near Nash-
ville.***** Pretty Patsy Peck brought by a big bowl of her 
famous banana pudding. It always amazes me how some 
guys can get such nice wives.*****I received a program of 
the 46th  Academy of Country Music Awards compliments 
of Theresa Hearne George, a Nashville resident, long in-
volved in the country music industry. The Bridge City 
queen is the daughter of  Elaine and Ray Hearne. We 
heard  Theresa  was in town briefly visiting grandmoth-
er Inez Hearne and family. Theresa is one of our special 
people.***** Quote of the week comes from Texas Sen. Le-
ticia Van DePutte  during a debate of a bill requiring a 
woman seeking an abortion to have a sonogram at least 24 
hours before the procedure. The senator said, “Texas is go-
ing to shrink government until it fits into a woman’s uter-
us.”***** The Wednesday Lunch Bunch dined at Novro-
zsky’s last week. Uncle Jim hosted a surprise birthday par-
ty for Roy. He had a good weekend also. Friday night he 
again won a first place award from the Press Club for his 
“Down Life’s Highway” column titled “Mom, Youngswitch 
Road and the little shack that built me” and Saturday, his 
sisters and in-laws and the family threw a birthday bash 
for him.***** Sen. John Edwards was indicted for violating 
finance campaign law. No one has ever been accused of 
that before. No one ever charged with this violation. It’s a 
historic case. He was given a million dollars by 100 year 
old, Mrs. Mellon, to help hide his affair and the fact that 
he fathered a child.

GONE BUT NOT FORGOTTEN
Obituaries 10 Years Ago-2011

Emma Jean Stanfield, 79, of Orange, died Thursday 
June 2. Funeral services were held on Sunday, June 5. She 
retired from the City of Orange where she was an account-
ing secretary. Preceded in death by her husband, Henry L. 
Stanfield, Emma is survived by her brother, James Cook; 
nieces and nephews, and great nieces and 
nephews.*****Debbie Diane (Taylor) Holland, 44, passed 
away on Sunday, June 5. Funeral Service will be held on 
Wednesday, June 8. She was a life long resident of Orange. 
Debbie is survived by her father, Thomas Reid Taylor Sr.; 
mother and step father, Shirley Louise and Jimmy Carl 
Cloud; children, Linda Louise Wright; Billy Ray Holland 
III; Jessica Hernandez and seven grandchildren.***** Nada 
Ann Vidalier Simon, 55, of Orange, died Monday June 6. 
Service was held Wednesday, June 8. Nada is survived by 
her husband of 35 years, Ricky Simon; father, Murphy Vi-
dalier; daughter, Devin Wilson and her husband, Shawn of 
Bridge City; brother, Ted Vidalier; and step-brother, David 
May.

22 Years Ago-1999

The  Orangefield  nine and ten year old  girl’s Little 
Dribblers  all star basketball team is headed to Hobbs, 
New Mexico for the national basketball championship 
June 9 through June 12. The little all stars that make Or-
ange County proud are  Natalie Lavergne, Kim Little, 
Wyntier Sheppard, Kayla Stone, Alyssa Deramus, Kay-
lyn Little, Kristy Sanders, Jessica Shores, Heather 
Woods, Paige Roy, Meaghan Granger and Sara Bonds. 
Coaches are Todd Shores and Keith Sanders.*****Little 
Cypress resident  Lisa Roberts  was surprised when she 
heard she had won a new 1999 Jeep Wrangler in a state-
wide drawing sponsored by Market Basket and Coca 
Cola.  Lisa,  a deputy county clerk for  Karen Jo Vance, 
stopped at Market Basket to pick up a gallon of milk on her 
way home from work. In a hurry, she didn’t stuff the ballot 
box, just signed up once in her name and once in her hus-
band Randy’s  name. Son  Ricky, 14 years old, hopes his 
dad doesn’t wear the Jeep out before he get his license in 
two years. However, the Roberts plan to sell it. They will 
pay the taxes on the Jeep, valued at $17,400, and keep the 
rest.*****Ms. Agnes Bourgeois  will turn 92 on June 
17.*****For 18 years in a row, H.D. and Pat Pate has made 
a trip to Pensacola, Fla. the first week in June. In fact, they 
just returned.*****Capt. Bill Lathrop resigns from the Or-
ange County Sheriff ’s office. He will enter private 
business.*****Everybody’s buddy, Lyle Overman, suffered 
a couple of heart attacks while at a deer lease and is in a 
San Antonio hospital. Wife Janice is by his side. *****Roy 
Dunn’s annual birthday bash was held at his bayou prop-
erty, “Dunn’s Bluff.” Robert’s Market catered a big sea-
food outing Friday night and  Robert and Freda  served 
barbecue and all the trimmings at Saturday’s big party. 
Roy’s 96 year old Aunt Eve, Aunt Mae and his Mom at-
tended, danced to the music and had a great time. (Editor’s 
note: They have all passed away since and Roy is too old or 
too much of a wimp to fight the June heat anymore. He’ 
not nearly as tuff as his elder folks were.)*****The 16th an-
nual Gulf Coast Jam is coming June 12. The main inductee 
is Bo Diddley, born Ellas Bates McDaniel, who got his 
start on the Hollywood Walk of Fame and in 1987 was in-
ducted into the Rock and Roll Hall of Fame by Z.Z. Top. 
Also performing are Percy Sledge, Jivin’ Gene, Barbara 
Lynn, G.G. Shinn, Barry Pickett and the Heartbeats, 
Smokin’ Joe Solis and the Trutones, featuring Ernon 
Charles. The big show is at Logan Park on Pleasure 
Island.*****Sorry to hear that  Adam Dupuis  is in Texas 
Children’s Hospital in Houston suffering from heart fail-
ure.  Adam  has had heart surgery a couple of times. 
He’s  Kenneth and Nancy’s son.  How quickly those 22 
years have gone by.

42 Years Ago-1979

John Wayne, America’s most loved actor, died Monday, 
June 11 at age 72.*****Gas shortages causes long lines and 
prices jumps from 39 cents a gallon to $1 a gallon.*****Janice 
Overman is in Saint Elizabeth Hospital after having sur-
gery June 7.*****Linda Ricks Sutton  became the bride 
of  Clarence Dale Newton, on June 11*****Pat Meeks  is 
named Outstanding Baseball Player of the Year.*****Gene 
and Flo Edgerly  recently bought a home on Cow Bayou. 
(Editor’s note: They left the place after Ike and went to 
higher ground.)*****The  First Baptist Church of Or-
ange will celebrate 100 years on June 17. In 1879, the Rev. 
Andrew Peddy organized the congregation with 18 char-
ter members.*****Bridge City’s Bryan Ward  was 
named High School Athlete of the Year.

A FEW HAPPENINGS

First Baptist Church of Orangefield will turn 142 years 
old on June 17. The church was formed in 1879.*****There 
is still one mayoral race to be settled in Orange County 
where Misty Songe and Ronnie Herrera are in a runoff. 
The race is getting more attention than usual for a Vidor 
mayoral race.*****Welcome guest Mark Dunn’s daughter 
Amber and husband Clay Greeson and their three boys, 
Luke, age 4, Liam, 2 and Rowan, who will be 1-year-old 
June 25, flew in Monday from Vero Beach, FL. Ms. Phyl 
filled them up with the best seafood the Gulf has to offer. 
Fishing guide Johnny Cormier is taking the parents out 
on Lake Sabine for a fishing trip. Johnny comes highly 
recommended by Capt. Dickie. We’ll let you know how 
that came out. *****A few folks we know celebrating their 
special day on June 9: Jennifer Rives, Dennis Monk, Kar-
li Choate all celebrate.*****June 10: James Ardoin, Jenni-
fer Broussard, Chris Riedel, Tyler DeRouen.*****June 
11: Judge Mandy White Rogers celebrates today as does 
Traci Denning, and remembering our longtime friend, 
former sheriff Huel Fontenot on what would be his birth-
day as well as our friend Gordon Baxter died on this day 
in 2005. Hard to believe he’s been gone 16 years.*****June 
12: Happy Birthday to Kaaren Kline, Lindsay Hallman 
and Wesley’s better half, pretty Ronda Dishon.*****June 
13: Celebrating today are Shawna Gauthier, Paul Burch 
and Tammy Droddy.*****June 14: Bobbie Burgess and 
Donald Trump share a birthday. He’s 75, she’ younger. 
Neither she or Judge Don are Trump fans. Also happy 
birthday to Zoe Ann Hinds. Today we wish a happy anni-
versary to longtime friends Peggy and David Claybar. I 
recall their wedding a long time ago.*****June 15: Happy 
Birthday to Janelle Sehon, “Girl Friday” to this Old 
Creaux who couldn’t make it without her. Happy Birthday 
also to a good and talented guy, Lyle Overman, and to 
Nancy and “KeeKee’s special child, Adam Dupuis, who is 
well into his 40’s now.*****Our thanks to Judge Derry 
Dunn, who always comes through with produce. This sea-
son he must have made a bumper crop. He loaded us 
down with great, large tomatoes, a bag full of cucumbers 
and a mess of fresh dug new potatoes, just in time for a 
house full of visitors. Thanks to Derry and Jane for re-
membering us.***** Yes we’re going to have a carnival. 
After Hurricanes and storms keeping the Lions Club Car-
nival from happening and then last year’s COVID19 pan-
demic, they are preparing to begin next Wednesday.  The 
Lions Club has discussed for a couple of years about mov-
ing the time of the carnival to an earlier date and away 
from what is the peak of the tropical storm season. This 
year’s Lions Club Carnival will begin on the week of June 
16 through June 19.   The second week will be June 23 
through June 26 before concluding on June 30 through 
July 3.

BREAUX BIRTHDAYS

Elizabeth Barfield, Gavin Birmingham, Alston Reyn-
olds, Dixie Armstrong, Jessica Hilliard, Kevin Ernst, Caro-
line Hennigan, Harold Adkins, Jane Minor, Jeanette Hu-
bert, Jesse Walles, Brook Doxx, Elizabeth Tran, Sidney 
White, Ryan Kelly, Steven Crabtree, Desia Davis, Susan 
Fischer, Selita Ernst, Sylvia Galbreath, Ben Perry, Charlie 
Burnaman, Ryan Richard, Alex Eby, Carol Hall.

CELEBRITY BIRTHDAYS

June 9: Actors Johnny Depp, 58; Michael J. Fox, 60; Nat-
alie Portman, 60; Religious Leader TD Jakes, 64.****June 
10: Country Singer Lee Brice, 42; Actors Elizabeth Hurley, 
56; Carolyn Hennessy, 59.****June 11: Football Player Joe 
Montana, 65; Actors Shia LaBeouf, 33; Sadie Robertson, 
27; Hugh Laurie, 62.*****June 12: Wrestler Mark Henry, 50; 
Country Singer Chris Young, 36; Actor Dave Franco, 
36.*****June 13: Actors Mary-Kate & Ashley Olsen, 35; 
Chris Evans, 40; Race Car Driver Tanner Foust, 48.*****June 
14: Comedian Paul O’Grady, 66; Ex-U.S. President Donald 
Trump, 75; Actors Lucy Hale, 32; Yasmine Bleeth, 
53.*****June 15: Rapper Ice Cube,  52;  Actors Neil  Patrick  
Harris,  48; Helen Hunt, 58; Courtney Cox, 57. 

CAJUN STORY OF THE WEEK

“Tee Cuz” Dartez was on a two-day drunk since his 
wife Mary Ann run him off. He was sitting at da bar at 
Tee-boy’s feeling sorry for hisself and downing one 
beer after anutta wen two of his friends joined him. A 
couple of hours went by and “Tee Cuz” him hadn’t left 
da bar for nuttin. In a little while he discovered his 
pants dem were wet. He look to his right and axe, “Clo-
vis, did you spill some beer on me Hanh?”

“Mais no, Clovis answer, I don’t do dat me.”
Den “Tee Cuz” him turn to his utta buddy, Sostan, 

and he say, “Sostan, did you throw some of you beer on 
me?”

Sostan answer, “Why would I do dat me and waste my 
beer hanh?”

“Tee Cuz” tink about dat him and he finally say, 
“Well, I’m all wet me, all da way down my pants, I guess 
it must have been an inside job.”

 
C’EST TOUT

There are no survivors from Alzheimer’s disease

Alzheimer’s patient advocacy organizations praised the 
FDA’s decision to approve the drug which is administrated 
by IV once every four weeks to slow decline in people with 
mild memory and thinking problems. Biogen said the list 
price would be $4,312 per treatment for people with mild 
memory and thinking problems. Biogen said the list price 
would total about $56,000 per year, before insurance. 
Harry Johns, Alzheimer’s Association president and 
chief executive office, said his organization will focus on 
ensuring eligible patients have access to the drug and 
Medicare and private insurers cover testing and treat-
ment. The group estimates about 6.2 million Americans 
are afflicted with Alzheimer’s. Part of the target is for 
people who have a serious disease that is ultimately fatal.  
Finally the FDA is recognizing that Alzheimer’s disease is 
a serious disease. Many of us have lost parents, family 
members and friends to this disease that has no survivors. 
This breakthrough is big news.*****Gotta go. Have a 
good week, stay safe and God bless.
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Congratulations to our Class of 2021

H Valedictorian Waverlee Chun Cooper
H Salutatorian Graciela Reese Lyons

• Magna Cum Laude Chandler Cade Brooks
• Magna Cum Laude Thomas Ellis Bunch
• Magna Cum Laude Macy Rae Mouton
• Magna Cum Laude Kian Russell Perry
• Magna Cum Laude Madison Paige Smith
• Magna Cum Laude Noah Zachary Story
• Magna Cum Laude Brenna Korinn Swanton
• Magna Cum Laude Natalie Mae Varney

• Cum Laude Destiny Diane Block
• Cum Laude Gavin Bryce Briggs
• Cum Laude Alexis Starr Chappell
• Cum Laude Bryson Cain Constance
• Cum Laude Daisy Brooke Cutchins
• Cum Laude Emily Michelle Haynes
• Cum Laude Thien Phuc Ho
• Cum Laude Ngoc Tuyen Thi Le
• Cum Laude LaRae Maci Mirabella
• Cum Laude Austin Blake Richardson

Logan Jack Abshire
Sebastian Acosta
Payton Joseph Adams
Isaac Jakobe Allen
Haley Reid Anders
Athul Ashok
Lauren Ashton Nicole Bacon
Brady Christian Badgett
Cayden Kent Baker
Courtney Taylor Ball
Diana Barriga
Hunter Jefferson Beall
Spencer Joseph Beck
Debora Bekteshi
Kade Tearral Benoit
Angel Javier Berdejo Isidoro
Brandon Stafford Bertrand
Kameron Alec Bertrand
Madison Marie Bonin
Jillian Denise Boswell
Grant Michael Boudreaux
Aimee Phuong-Thao Bui
Matthew Brice Bulls II
Emma Michelle Byers
Kerrah Chyanne Cappel
Nicholas George Carcerano
Sam Carpenter III
Oscar Carranza
Gabriel Cesar Castillo
Chloe Breanne Caswell
Aadil S Chakkiwala
Evvy Isabell Champagne
Jackeline Chavez
Lucero Chavez
Andrea Valentina Chavez Testa
Cameryn Elise Church
Aidan Christopher Clarke
Dylan Kade Collazo
Jadyn Rayne Colson
Ethan Cole Corkran
Adrienne Marie Cunningham
Austyn Laten Daniels

Jude Thomas Danks
Thi Ha My Dao
Alexis Reyne Delome
Julian Manuel Dillow
Brynn Mikala Dinger
Zacharyah Thomas Diviesti Akins
Nathan Jareb Dominguez
Ashlyn Paige Dunigan
Kameron Lomar Ellis
Logan Isaiah Lee Ellis
Parker Joseph Ellis
Colin Walker Evans
Nathaniel David Cole Foil
Gracelyn Olivia Fontenot
Slade Aaron Foreman
Shay Karley Fredeck
Joana Desaray Garcia Ramires
Kade Aaron Garlaska
Ashley Nicole Gerrald
Francisco Gonzalez Jr
Valeria Gonzalez
Carolina Graglia
Jackson Dale Guidry
Emberlee Riann Hale
Aidan Gregory Haltom
Ruth Fallon Hamilton
Raven Lynn Hankins
Janae Bradynne Hargrave
Brian Cole Hartsfield
Obed Isai Heraldez Castro
Johnathan Hernandez
Drew Anthony Hollier
Gabrielle Victoria Honeycutt
Christopher Cody Howard
Kenneth Jakeb Howard
William Jeffrey Howard Jr
Chloe Michelle Huff
Sara Victoria Ibarra
Chad Jay Irvine
Morgan Elizabeth Irvine
Bryant Scott Jacobs
Kesler Layne Jaetzold
Ryan Richard James
Douglas Edward Johnson III
Logan Keith Johnson
Blake Ryan Johnston
Hunter Daniel Johnston
Gavin Lee Morgan Joiner
Jaylen Tristen Jones
Makenzie Rene Jones
Albin Joseph Judice V
Carrie Michelle Junker
Madison Marie Kari
Seth Kristopher Kelone
Jace William Kincannon
Michael Steven Lewis II
Fabian Maldonado Vargas
Madison Paige Marcotte
Carmen Isabel Martinez
Felicity Jade Matthews
Chance Parker McAbee
James Garrett McAbee
Leslie Kye Inez McCune
Bailey Marie McCurry
Bailey Elizabeth-Ione McKay

Madyson Grace Melton
Alexa Marie Menard
Kaden Chase Messer
Tatum Elizabeth Miller
Kaide Zachary Mills
Kaigan Trace Mills
Carson Reed Minter
Mclain Joseph Molley
Aubrey Ashton Moore
Blake Michael Moore
Kyle Clayton Moore
Whitleigh Chaise Moreau
Katelyn Nicole Morgan
Clayton Wayne Morphew
Logan James Morris
Dalton Lee Mosley
Aaron Lendel Mott
Alberto Emmanuel Munguia Martinez
Kyler Jay Myers
Ethan Nguyen
Joshua Van Nguyen
Tony Minh Duy Nguyen
Elvis Nicho Jr
Bailee Jayde Osborne
Abigail Lorryn Peet
Francisco Javier Pena
Fred Robert Peterson IV
Blakelea Renee Plessala
Logan Odell Ply
Kassidy Leeann Porter
Hailey Marie Powell
Zachary Ennis Pruitt
William James Ramirez
Cale Logan Rayner
Jordan Lee Ritter
Reagan Brittainy Rogers
Veronica Mia Sanchez
Sarah Anne Schilling
Caden Michael Shaw
Taylor Renee’ Shuford
Mia Schae Simon
Alyssa Louise Smith
Kaylea Nickole Smith
Katlyn Nicole Songe
Mckinley Nicole Thigpen
Kyler Reece Thomas
Riley Chevelle Thomason
Jacob Ryan Thompson
Madison Anne Thompson
Elizabeth Marie Torres
Joslin Torres
Salvador Torres
Thi Uyen My Tran
Cadence Saleen Underwood
Trevor James Vail
Andrea Isela Vargas
Natalie Mae Varney
Madison Olivia Ware
Mikaela Brynn Watford
Emilee Reese Whittington
Westin Edward Wiegand
Cambree Paige Williams
Bode Scott Wilson
Stephen Edward Wolfe
Bailey Rey Wooley

BCISD
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Staff Report
For The Record

Lamar State College Or-
ange (LSCO) President, Dr. 
Thomas Johnson, an-
nounced this week that 
LSCO will return to its nor-
mal campus life and sched-
ule this upcoming Fall se-
mester. The Fall schedule 
will closely resemble Fall 
2019 in regard to face-to-face 
offerings and enrollment ca-
pacities.

“The past fourteen months 

have been challenging for all 
of us. But members of our 
Gator community have prov-
en time and time again how 
resilient they are. Their dili-
gence in upholding our 
health and safety measures 
during this time has allowed 
us to reach a point where we 
can look forward to a pre-
pandemic ‘normal’ this Fall 
semester,” said Johnson.

 Texas Governor Greg Ab-
bott rescinded the mask 
mandate for state institu-
tions on May 18, 2021. If in-

dividuals wish to continue 
wearing masks on campus, 
though, they are welcome to 
do so.

 Also this past week, LSCO 
announced another COV-
ID-19 vaccine clinic on June 
14th that will welcome stu-
dents for the first time. Staff, 
faculty, and family members 
of LSCO students and em-
ployees who have not re-
ceived the vaccine are also 
eligible to sign up for the 
clinic. Visit this link to regis-
ter for the clinic.

 “We look forward to a vi-
brant campus this Fall, full 
of Gators making their fu-
ture a bright shade of Or-
ange,” said Johnson.

 The Fall semester begins 
August 23rd. Registration is 
ongoing for Summer and Fall 
classes. Students are encour-
aged to apply now to take ad-
vantage of LSCO’s Buy One, 
Get One Class FREE (up to 
two free classes in the fall) 
opportunity. Go to LSCO.
edu to learn more.

Pastor Charles Empey
Guest Columnist
For The Record

Judges 6 and 7 ...Where is 
Gideon’ s army today? Like in 
Gideon’s day when Israel had 
been delivered from sin and 
the world, they became lazy 
in faithfulness and began to 
blend into the world...so 
much that they became com-
fortable with it and it’s ways, 
even giving attention to what 
the world thought impor-
tant.

Israel embraced the idols 
of the Amorites and the 
world society of the Midian-
ites. God quit blessing Israel 
and they became impover-
ished and sunk to living in 
caves and holes in the 
ground. The world they be-
friended destroyed their to-
tal economy. They thought 
embracing the world would 
be a right thing for conve-

nience, and besides, being 
friends with it, compromis-
ing might keep the safer. But 
it took them away from God’s 
purpose for having saved 
them in the first place.

Instead, Satan’s world 
wooed them in and morally 
and spiritually bankrupted 
them. Took them out of 
“church” (worship) with their 
children, that future genera-
tion of believers, now lost, 
and converted them and put 
those children’s future in 

jeopardy. Worship of the 
Lord had minimized or be-
came non-existent in their 
lives and the people of God 
no longer were the influence 
of God over the world around 
them.

The world views had be-
come the power of influence 
of the “church” (their wor-
ship) instead of God. The 
“church” (godly worship and 
life) influence was nil and 
void. They had to go into 
hiding and hiding their food 
and other resources of life. 
They were just living and dy-
ing now with no freedom to 
serve God and family. The 
State now ruled them. When 
God came to Gideon and 
told him he was to deliver Is-
rael from this, he asked God 
why He had not done so. God 
was clear. Unless we step up 
and lead out by faith against 
our sin as a “church” (a peo-
ple worshipping and living 

for God, it would not happen. 
Although, He is ready to fur-
nish the faith and heavenly 
power to them to see it done 
and return to faithful wor-
ship and obedience to God. 
Until then it would only get 
worse. So, hence, Gideon’s 
army. Until a Gideon and a 
people behind him stand 
back up, the future of Chris-
tianity and God’s blessings 
to us and our Nation will 
continue to diminish and 
only the 4 horsemen of Reve-
lation will show up. The An-
ti-christ and his armies and 
government will rule and 
finish us off. The church will 
go away and our country and 
world will be wide open to 
the full attack of Satan and 
those who belong to him.

Hundreds of churches 
close annually, while most of 
the others are suffering a 
50% loss in faithful worship 
(attendance). The recreation 

of the world has replaced 
their worship lives at the 
lake, at soccer fields and 
baseball fields, etc. Church 
worship, worship in the 
BODY OF CHRIST, is now 
obsolete. God is now an after 
thought, while surviving and 
trying to get along in a world 
that is going away is their 
priority. Anyway you do it, 
eternity will come to us all…
reckoning day.

On that day our children 
will have grown up without 
being introduced to Jesus 
our Savior and remain lost 
and one day whole families, 
Mom, Dad, Sons and Daugh-
ters, will share eternally be-
ing lost in sin. Only Jesus can 
remedy that, and we need to 
get our children to Sunday 
School and Church where 
they will be introduced to Je-
sus as Lord and Savior. Until 
then, family time and recre-
ation and work, etc. will re-
place that and our country 
will grow colder and colder 

by generation after genera-
tion toward Jesus Christ’s 
worship and the saving grace 
of God in Him will no longer 
be a priority of our nation. 
We are and will continue to 
suffer decline as families, 
communities and we as a na-
tion grow colder and colder 
to worshipping and serving 
God at His Temple, the local 
church. 

Let’s make this Sunday our 
come back to God and His 
worship of His Son at His 
Son’s House, your choice of a 
local church. Let’s see our 
children and grandchildren 
become true and SERVING 
believers. Let’s build our fu-
ture generation for God and 
a stronger nation. It only 
comes through our God and 
Savior, Jesus Christ the Lord.

Charles Empey is the Pas-
tor of Cove Baptist Church, 
Orange, TX.

FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH
ORANGEFIELD

9788 F.M. 105 Orangefield 409.735.3113
Sun: Bible Study 9:30 a.m., Worship Service 10:30 a.m.,

Wednesday evening services: Youth and Children 6:00 p.m., 
Praise and Prayer 6:00 p.m.,

Pastor Cody Hogden
Email: office@fbcof.com / Website: www.fbcof.com

Cove Baptist Church
1005 Dupont St. • Orange

Sunday: Life Groups 9:15 AM / Worship 10:30 AM
Sunday Evening: 5 PM

Wednesday Evening 6 PM / Wed. Youth Meeting 6 PM
Charles Empey - Pastor

We Love You And God Loves You.

Starlight
Church of God in Christ 

2800 Bob Hall Road • Orange • 886-4366
Pastor: Ernest B Lindsey

Sunday School 9:30 a.m. Worship 11 a.m. and 7 p.m.
Wed. Bible Study - 6 p.m. Worship 7:30 p.m. VIM Youth 6 p.m.

Intercessory Prayer Daily 9:00 a.m.
www.slcogicorange.org

Faith United
Methodist Church 

8608 MLK• Orange • 886-1291
Pastor: Valerie Sansing

Sunday Worship 10:00 a.m.
Nursery Provided.

 (www.faithorange.org)

TRINITY BAPTIST CHURCH
ORANGE

1819 16th Street • Orange • 886-1333

We Welcome You To Join Us.
Sunday Morning Worship 11 a.m.

Sunday School 9:45 a.m. Nursury Provided

GOOD SHEPHERD
LUTHERAN CHURCH

945 W. Roundbunch • Bridge City • 409-735-4573
Worship Services: Tradition 9 a.m., Sunday School 10:15 a.m., 
Contemporary Service 11 a.m., Tuesday Bible Study 10 a.m., 

Wednesday ‘Compassionate Friends’ 10 a.m.,
Thursday Bible Study 10:00 a.m.

Pastor Paul Zoch 409-988-3003 - golutheran.org
Our church family invites you to join us.  We are a friendly, caring 

church of the future. 

Orange First Church
of the Nazarene

3810 MLK Drive, Orange
Lead Pastor Rev. Brad McKenzie
Worship Director: Alyssa Click

Sunday School 9:45 a.m. 
Worship Service 10:45 a.m. / Wednesday Service 7 p.m.

Ofcnazarene.org or find us on Facebook

St. Paul United
Methodist Church

1155 W. Roundbunch • Bridge City • 409.735.5546
Sunday Morning Traditional Worship: 8:30 a.m.,

Sunday school 9:30 a.m., Praise Worship 10:45 a.m.
(Nursery provided)

Wednesday SPICE 5:30 p.m. Includes meal, bible studies,
children and youth activities. (Nursery provided).
Rev. Mark Bunch Email: office@stpaulfamily.org 

First United Methodist Church Orange
502 Sixth Street    886-7466

10:00 A.M. - BLENDED SERVICE IN THE SANCTUARY
All of our services are also available premiered on:

Facebook at 9:00 a.m. (https://www.facebook.com/FUMCOrangeTX)
or online on our Vimeo Page and YouTube.

SUNDAY SCHOOL FOR ALL AGES 9:00 A.M.
www.fumcorange.org

Pastor: Rev. Lani Rousseau
Director of Music and Fine Arts: Caroline Dennis

200 W. Roundbunch
735-3581

www.fbcbc.org
Sunday schedule: Bible study 9:15 a.m.,

Sunday worship: 10:30 a.m.,
Adult, Youth, Children

Discipleship Classes, Sun. 5:30 p.m.
Wednesday Schedule 6:30 p.m.

Prayer Meeting
Youth & Children’s Activities

Pastor: Keith Royal

Triangle Baptist Church
6446 Garrison at Hwy. 408 Orangefield
“Come Worship With Us” 409-735-2661

Pastor: Bobby Oliver 409-659-5027
Sunday School 10 a.m. Worship Service 11 a.m.

Sunday Evening Service 6 p.m.
Wednesday Service 7 p.m.

We are a KJV independent Baptist Church

Winfree Baptist Church 
19525 Hwy 62 S • 409-735-7181 

Jon Brinlee, Pastor  

 

Sunday: 
Sunday School for all ages - 9:15 am 

Morning Worship - 10:30 am 
Evening Worship - 6:00 pm 

Wednesday: 
Mid-Week Service - 6:00 pm                                                                    

Children & Youth Activities - 6:00 pm  

 

Nursery Provided 

Pastor Charles Empey

Sunday Service 10 A.M.
Also

Sunday Live Stream 10 A.M. Facebook

ORANGE COUNTY CHURCH DIRECTORY

LSCO returns to normal schedule in fall,
hold summer Covid-19 clinic for students

Here is a biblical scenario of where the church is 
today, our country and where it is all headed
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Kayaks merit
consideration

COLBURN    Page 4B

Rather than totally waste an unexpected 
trip to Merryville earlier this week, I took a 
less than direct route trying to get a feel for 
just how much standing water has yet to 
make its way into Sabine lake.  The short 
answer is LOTS!

As a matter of fact, in some areas it wasn’t just standing, 
but moving through the woods fast enough to create eddies 
around the pines.  We aren’t really feeling the pain right now, 
but even a modest storm prior to drawing down these levels 
could leave a lot of folks around here filling sand bags.

On a brighter note, I stopped long enough to watch several 
Kayakers unload their rigs and paddle their way into the 
flooded woods.  It was apparent that they were going fishing 
rather than sight-seeing and they were still out when I re-
turned.

It was also apparent that kayaking is probably not in my fu-
ture.  I am not sure I could even get in one and turning it over 
may be the only way I could get out.  That is not to say, how-
ever, that I would not consider buying one if I were a little 
younger and all of my body parts still worked.

The savings benefits are endless. The initial cost fits even 
the tightest budget, no trailer required, no gas and oil to buy, 
no outboard maintenance and no need to build another ga-
rage or car port in the back yard.  Depending on your ap-
proach to fishing, it limits the amount of tackle you can carry 
at one time, but that also helps defray the cost.

Once you decide on the area you would like to fish, a ramp 
is not even a consideration.If you can park safely off the side 
of a highway, it is simply a matter of locking your vehicle and 
sliding your kayak into the water.  Everything from saltwater 
marshes to farm ponds are easily accessed.

Flip Powell bought his twelve year old a small kayak last 
year just to enable him to access a nearby pond surrounded 
by woods. “He loves to fly fish and that wasn’t going to hap-
pen with no room for a back cast.  To my knowledge he has 
never caught a bass over two pounds, but we know where he 
is every afternoon,” said Powell.”

I also noticed that two of the small trucks had a pair of kay-
aks in the beds.In most cases, I personally would find it both 
safer and more enjoyable fishing with a partner. It is easier to 
cover more water with two rigs while still enjoying the soli-
tude aspect.

If you want to take the family fishing or water skiing, a kay-
ak will not work for you. If, however, just getting on the water 
is more important than how you get there and a thirty to six-
ty thousand dollar boat is not in your immediate plans, I 
would look at one tomorrow.

FISHING
CAPT. DICKIE COLBURN
For The Record

Dickie Colburn

1601 GREEN AVENUE - ORANGE - (409) 883-3581

2015 Cadillac SRX
Luxury Collection SUV
3.6L 6 Engine, Automatic, Platinum Ice Tri-
coat Exterior, Shale w Brownstone Accents 

Interior, 66397 Miles, Stock #: P2375

$19,092

2016 Ford F-150 XLT 
Truck SuperCrew Cab

3.5L 6 Engine, Automatic Trans., White 
Exterior Gray Interior, 67875 Miles,

Stock #: P2373

$33,819

2016 Nissan Rogue SL 
SUV

2.5L 4 Engine, Variable Trans., Pearl White 
Exterior, Almond Interior, 31147Miles,

Stock #: P2378

$19,783

2018 GMC Sierra 1500 
SLT Truck Crew Cab

5.3L 8 Engine, Automatic Trans., Summit 
White Exterior, Cocoa Dune Interior,

96679 Miles, Stock #: 8200A

$39,778

2018 LEXUS ES
350 Sedan

3.5L 6 Engine, Automatic Trans, Red
Exterior, Flaxen Interior, 7864Miles,

Stock #: P2372

$31,178

2019 Ford Escape SE 
SUV

2.0L 4 Engine, Automatic Trans., Gray Exte-
rior, Medium Light Stone Interior,

7002 Miles, Stock #: P2376

$23,769

BUY IN ORANGE
SAVE SOME GREEN!

2018 Ford F-150 XLT 
Truck SuperCrew Cab

$38,601
2.7L 6 Engine, Automatic Trans., Oxford 

White Exterior, Gray Interior, 53790 Miles, 
Stock #: T8212A

3.5L 6 Engine, Automatic Trans., Black 
Exterior, Black Interior, 18617 Miles,

Stock #: P2374

$60,062

2019 Ford Expedition 
Limited SUV

Shop Us Online For New & Preowned

www.SabineRiverFord.com

New England Patri-
ots head coach and 
general manager Bill 
Belichick is one of a 
kind. Many assistants 
who have worked under 
his guidance have been or still are suc-
cessful National Football League head 
coaches.

However, one who is not a head 
coach any longer is Bill O’Brien, who 
was canned after four games last sea-
son by the Houston Texans after start-
ing the pandemic-modified season 
with an 0-4 record in his fifth year at 
the helm of the team.

O’Brien came to the Texans bring-
ing his Bill Belichick playbook under 
his arm. He gradually modified the 
team’s system of play with many of 
Belichick’s successful ideas.

When the team gave him a contract 
extension, O’Brien insisted that he 
also would handle the general manag-
er’s duties and have complete control 
over all on-field personnel (like Bill 
Belichick did) and reluctantly the 
front office wrote it into his new con-
tract.

Belichick had the keen sense to fig-
ure out just when one of his starting 
players had reached their performance 
peak and was sliding back a little and 
he would trade him to another NFL 
team who gave him quality players or 
draft picks in return.

Belichick also would get rid of a 
player who had trouble getting along 
with him or his teammates or had 
some kind of brush with the law.

O’Brien’s team played well enough 
to win the division championship or 
qualify for the playoffs just about ev-
ery year of his tenure.

Going into last season, he didn’t like 
the way star wide receiver D’Andre 

Hopkins handled himself in the locker 
room with his teammates and out of 
the blue released him. Hopkins was 
the main target of quarterback De-
Shaun Watson, who had become one 
of the top signal callers in the league.

Watson played his butt off, but with-
out Hopkins, he simply did not have a 
go-to guy nearly as reliable as Hop-
kins. Watson tried to be the entire of-
fense, especially without a reliable 
running back to take some of the pres-
sure off him.

O’Brien was fired right after his 
fourth straight loss and former defen-
sive coordinator Romeo Crennell was 
named interim head coach for the re-

maining 12 games, who managed to 
win just four games.

Watson declared right after the fi-
nal game of the season that he DEFI-
NITELY would not be back for the 
2021 season, despite the fact he had 
four years remaining on his contract. 

Three-time NFL Defensive Player of 
the Year J.J. Watt also asked the team 
to either trade his to a team with a 
chance to win the Super Bowl or just 
release him outright and let him seek 
out a new franchise where he would be 
happy.

Watt followed Hopkins to the Ari-

Can one person screw-up 
an entire NFL franchise?

KAZ’S KORNER   Page 3B

KAZ’S KORNER
Joe Kazmar
For The Record

Joe Kazmar

Bill O’Brien came to the Texans bringing his Bill Belichick playbook under his arm. He 
gradually modified the team’s system of play with many of Belichick’s successful 
ideas.
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Game Wardens wrap-up stats, boating fatalities 
from busy Memorial Day weekend

Staff Report
For The Record

AUSTIN – The Memorial 
Day weekend proved ex-
tremely busy for Texas Game 
Wardens, despite severe 
weather including storms, 
downpours and flooded riv-
ers in some areas. Boating 
incidents statewide sur-
passed last year’s Memorial 
Day weekend numbers in al-
most every category.

“The increase in boating 
safety incidents over the Me-
morial Day weekend is at-
tributed in part to many 
variables including the in-
crease in new boaters since 
the start of the pandemic in 
2020, severe weather, lack of 
use of life vests, abuse of al-
cohol, and not following gen-
eral rules of safe boating,” 
said Cody Jones, Assistant 
Commander of Marine En-
forcement for the Texas 
Parks and Wildlife Depart-
ment (TPWD). “Flooding, 
heavy rains, storms, high 
winds and tornados in parts 
of Texas — coupled with the 
higher-than-usual anticipat-

ed holiday-seekers on the 
waterways and elsewhere — 
kept Texas Game Wardens 
on heightened alert.”

Game wardens conducted 
safety checks on more than 
11,283 vessels state-wide be-
tween Friday and Monday 
and issued 1,283 citations. 
Wardens also issued 1,639 
warnings for various boating 
safety law violations, arrest-
ed 36 individuals for Boating 
While Intoxicated and filed 

another five charges for 
Driving While Intoxicated. 
Additionally, another 42 
people were arrested for var-
ious other crimes.

Furthermore, game war-
dens investigated 17 boating 
accidents across the state 
and responded to three boat-
ing-related fatalities that oc-
curred on Lake O’ Pines, To-
ledo Bend and Canyon Lake. 
Game wardens also respond-
ed to six open water drown-

ings.
“Drownings and deaths on 

the water are never easy to 
deal with, and arguably one 
of the toughest, least desir-
able parts of the job, since 
we’d like to see everyone re-

turn home safely…we know, 
though, that it’s even more 
challenging for the families 
who’ve unexpectedly lost 
their loved ones,” said Jones.

Over the weekend, game 
wardens were involved with 
medical emergencies on the 
water, sinking vessels, jet ski 
incidents, and boater/water 
rescues — among others. 
Due to heavy rains, flooding 
posed some issues through-
out the state. Two kayakers 
without personal floatation 
devices (PFD) were stranded 
in the flooded Sabine River 
currents were rescued and 
returned to safety in 
Longview area. Game war-
dens made another water 
rescue on the Sabine river 
and rescued two adults and a 
two-year old baby as a result 
of an overturned kayak on 
Lake Livingston.

“A number of water safety 

incidents over the busy Me-
morial Day boating weekend 
could have been avoided by 
using life vests and taking 
boater education,” said Kim-
berly Sorensen, TPWD boat-
ing education manager.

On more than one occa-
sion, game wardens also 
were involved in search and 
rescue activities, responding 
to boating accidents, and en-
gaging in kayak rescues in 
which PFDs were not being 
worn.

In addition to the boating 
incidents over Memorial 
Day, Texas Game Wardens 
statewide juggled numerous 
other non-boating related in-
cidents, including illicit drug 
use, illegally harvested ani-
mals, felony and parole viola-
tion arrests, shooting inci-
dents, domestic violence, 
and runaway incidents, 
among others.

Game, Wardens with the Texas Parks and Wildlife Department are seen on patrol.

Daughters of the American Revolution meetings
The Daughters of the American Revolution William Diamond Chapter of Orange County 

meets the third Tuesday of the month at St. Paul Methodist Church in Bridge City at 1:00 p.m.  
Any woman who can establish a direct family line to a patriot in the American Revolution can 
join.  The Daughters of the American Revolution promotes Patriotism, Education and Histori-
cal Preservation.  We had members that can help you find your Patriot.  If you need any ques-
tions answered you can call Jackie Hucakbay, Regent @ 409-719-6478 or Registrar, Katy Latio-
lais @ 409-720-9834.
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zona Cardinals while Wat-
son ended up with no team 
to play for and 22 lawsuits 
from female masseurs for al-
leged sexual assault to settle 
or make go away.

With the Texans missing 
perhaps their three best play-
ers, most of the loyal fans 
soon became disloyal be-
cause it was apparent the 
team would be competing 
for the 2022 No. 1 draft pick 
that goes to the worst team 
in the NFL instead of “rah-
rahing” about winning the 
Super Bowl.

In fact, a Houston Chroni-
cle sports writer had an arti-
cle in Sunday’s edition of 
how he tried to buy Houston 
Texans season tickets back in 
2011. He was put on a wait-
ing list of more than 20,000.

The following year, the 
Texans sold a record number 
of season tickets and the list 
had only dwindled to 19,000. 
By 2018, the number still was 
more than 16,000 on the 
waiting list.

“A couple of weeks ago, I 
was informed that my wait-
list number was 12,734,” the 
article stated. “No chance. 
After going through season 
ticket renewals to see how 
many seats still were avail-

able and reaching out to the 
12,733 others in line before 
me, the Texans e-mailed me 
to tell me I was first in line.”

He received a congratula-
tory phone call with a sales 
pitch asking the level of tick-
ets I would like to purchase. 
“Hell would freeze over be-
fore I’d spend a nickel on 
Texans tickets this year,” he 
concluded.

The opening game against 
the once-lousy Jacksonville 
Jaguars is certain to be the 
first one in 20 years that 
wasn’t sold out at NRG Stadi-
um. To make matters worse, 
the Las Vegas boys have 
picked the Houston Texans 
as underdogs in all 17 games 
this season.

And that’s how one man 
can screw up an entire NFL 
franchise!!!

KWICKIES…

Despite having half-a-doz-
en players on the injured list 
and the bottom three batters 
in the everyday lineup not 
hitting their weight, the 
Houston Astros are hanging 
tough in the AL West Divi-
sion, only one game behind 
the pre-season favored Oak-
land A’s through Sunday’s 

games. The Astros opened a 
three-game series against 
the Boston Red Sox at Fen-
way Park last night who just 
swept the New York Yankees 
at Yankee Stadium for the 
first time in 10 years and 
want to avenge the three 
losses they suffered last week 
at Minute Maid Park in 
Houston.

Three-time Olympic gold 
medalist Simone Biles won 
her seventh all-around U.S. 
gymnastics title Sunday 
night at Dickies Arena in 
Fort Worth competing for 
the first time in a USA Gym-
nastics National Champion-
ships in her adopted home 
state. She had a winning 
score of 119.68 with 60.1 
points coming on Sunday.

When the Arizona Dia-
mondbacks were shut out 2-0 
by Milwaukee Brewers’ 
Corbin Burnes Sunday, it 
marked the Diamondbacks 
team-record 17th straight 
loss on the road. Burnes 
struck out a career-high 13 
batters in seven innings.

The Atlanta Falcons trad-
ed Julio Jones, their most 
prolific wide receiver in fran-
chise history, to the Tennes-
see Titans for a second-
round pick next year and 

2023 fourth-round pick for 
the 32-year-old Jones. Atlan-
ta will send its 2023 sixth-
round pick to Tennessee.

Patrick Cantlay won the 
PGA Tour Memorial Golf 
Tournament on the first 
playoff hole over Colin Mori-
kawa Sunday. Third-round 
leader Jon Rahm had to with-
drew after taking a six-stroke 
lead with his 64 due to a pos-
itive test for COVID-19. His 
six-shot lead tied the Memo-
rial record set by Tiger 
Woods. Tourney host Jack 
Nicklaus was on hand to give 
Cantlay the traditional hand-
shake and commented about 
Rahm, “We’re all devastated. 
I wish we could figure out 
how to give Jon three-fourths 
of the trophy.”

JUST BETWEEN US…

Orange’s Chad Dallas got 
to open the NCAA Regional 
Baseball Tournament in 
Knoxville Friday evening 
against Wright State but was 
relieved in the top of the fifth 
inning after giving up his 
second home run in as many 
innings with Tennessee lead-
ing 5-4. Things went south 
for the Vols after that as they 
found themselves on the 
short end of an 8-5 score 
with one out and the bases 
loaded in the bottom of the 

ninth inning. But Drew Gil-
bert saved the day for the 
hosting Vols by blasting a 
game-winning, walk-off 
grand slam as Tennessee 
won 9-8. The Vols beat Lib-
erty 9-3 Saturday and beat 
the Flames again Sunday 3-1 
as Gilbert homered for the 

third straight game to ad-
vance the Vols to this week’s 
Super Regionals also in 
Knoxville. Dallas is expected 
to start Friday’s opening 
game against LSU. Texas and 
Texas Tech also earned 
berths in the Super Region-
als.

Adam Russell
Media Relations
Texas A&M AgriLife

Winter Storm Uri and sub-
sequent cool, wet weather 
have made the 2021 growing 
season tough on Texas wa-
termelons, but decent prices 
are helping producers, ac-
cording to Texas A&M 
AgriLife Extension Service 
experts.

Watermelons in South 
Texas got a late start due to 
the winter storm in Febru-
ary, said Juan Anciso, Ph.D., 
AgriLife Extension horticul-
turist, Weslaco. Many fields 

under hoop tunnels experi-
enced delays and required 
partial replanting due to the 
cold weather.

Harvest typically begins 
April 15 in hoop tunnels and 
typically peaks with tradi-
tional field-grown watermel-
ons by mid-May for Memori-
al Day weekend, Anciso said.

Rain has also presented 
delays and challenges during 
harvesting, he said. Fields 
were left muddy by 8-10 
inches of rainfall, which has 
made harvest difficult. 
Trucks and trailers were 
stuck in fields and crews 
faced tough conditions, in-

cluding heavy mosquito in-
festations. Additionally, hir-
ing workers to harvest has 
been more difficult than in 
past seasons.

Anciso said the freeze 
helped reduce white fly pop-
ulations, which in turn re-
duced the transmission of vi-
ral diseases. The wet weather 
caused concerns about fun-
gal diseases, but farmers 
have been vigilant about 
spray applications to keep 
disease infestations down. 

The rains, however, have 
not affected melon quality, 
Anciso said. Brix counts, the 
measurement for sweetness 

have remained at 10-plus. 
Brix counts of 10 are stan-
dard sweetness, while 11 and 
above indicate exceptionally 
sweet. Watermelon color 
both inside and outside were 
also meeting market stan-
dards.

Heavy rains at the wrong 
time can waterlog melons, 
which thins their Brix count 
and the redness of the fruit 
and causes their outer layer 
to turn white, Anciso said.

“This year was a challenge 
early with the freeze and late 
because of the rain,” he said. 

Watermelons behind schedule, but prices and quality good

Kaz’s Korner From Page 1B

WATERMELONS    Page 4B
Watermelons in South Texas got a late start due to the winter 
storm in February.
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Little Cypress-Mauriceville schools select-
ed Teacher of the Year representatives from 
each campus earlier this spring.

Those teachers’ applications were then giv-
en to a panel of anonymous judges to select 
an Elementary Teacher of the Year and Sec-
ondary Teacher of the Year to represent LCM 
in the Region 5 level of competition.

This year’s Elementary Teacher of the Year 
is Tammi Halliburton of Little Cypress In-
termediate.

Jill Shugart of Little Cypress-Mauriceville 
High School was selected Secondary Teacher 
of the Year. Shugart has been with LCM High 
School since 2012, where she teaches English 
I and AP English I. She is also the Interact 
Sponsor.

Halliburton is a fifth-grade reading, lan-
guage arts and social studies teacher and is 
fifth grade level chair at LCI. She has been 

with LCI since 
2019 and also 
taught for LC-
MCISD as a Spe-
cial Education 
teacher from 2006 
to 2010.

Teachers of the 
Year for the other 
campuses include 
Denise Blackmon, 
second grade at 
Mauriceville Ele-

mentary; Sandra 
Davis, accelerated 

math teacher for first and kindergarten at 
Little Cypress Elementary;

Brianna Graffagnino, seventh grade Eng-
lish language arts teacher at Little Cypress 
Junior High; and Meghan Brewer, eighth 
grade English language arts teacher at Mau-
riceville Middle School.

Mauriceville Elementary announced the Student Council Officers for the 2021-2022 school year.  They 
are: President Brooklyn Childress, Vice President Jude Abrego, Secretary Victoria Rodriguez, Trea-
surer   Brylie Jones, Historian  Gracelyn Davis, Parliamentarian Mary Leffew, Head Senator Noah 
West, and Senators Karah Frederick, Cameron Knott, and Drake Pond.

“But it looks like quality is still good and 
prices were pretty good.”

Watermelons: This year vs. last year
Last year, Florida had difficultly with their 

crop at harvest because COVID-19 impacted 
their seasonal harvesting crews, Anciso said. 
The subsequent shortage of melons coming 
out of Florida made demand and prices for 
Texas watermelons climb.

Texas watermelon prices peaked at be-
tween 33-35 cents per pound at wholesale. 
This year, Florida watermelons have normal-
ized demand, and Texas watermelons were 
fetching 20-22 cents per pound at wholesale, 
Anciso said.   

Prices are still markedly better than they 
were in 2019 when watermelons were at 14-
16 cents per pound wholesale and producers 
were losing $1,000 per acre planted on aver-
age, he said.

“The prices are still good, they’re just not 
as high as they were getting, and all the diffi-
culties between the freeze and pulling out 
equipment and having trouble finding har-
vesting crews make margins a little thinner,” 
he said. “It’s been quite the headache to get 
them harvested this year, but given how dif-
ficult it’s been, hopefully producers can turn 

a profit.”
Winter Garden watermelons
Larry Stein, Ph.D., AgriLife Extension hor-

ticulturist, Uvalde, said growing conditions 
have been similar to those in South Texas 
and have created similar delays.

The cooler, rainy weather since late April 
could mean delays in watermelon fields typi-
cally scheduled to meet the Fourth of July 
market demand window. Vines in the Winter 
Garden region are starting to bloom, and 
beehives are onsite to pollinate.

Female watermelon flowers typically need 
15 visits by bees to deliver enough pollen for 
proper fruit set, Stein said. The process from 
bloom to vine-ripe fruit being ready for har-
vest typically takes 30 days, which means the 
timing could be tighter than producers pre-
fer.

“It will be good for producers who sell from 
a fruit stand or let people pick their own,” he 
said. “But producers typically want them 
coming off the vine a week to 10 days before 
the holiday weekend to meet the wholesale 
orders and get them to grocers in time. But 
plants are about seven to 10 days behind 
schedule right now.”

LCMISD names ‘Teachers of the Year’

Lloyd Grubbs American Legion Post 49 to host dance

Lloyd Grubbs American Legion Post 49, 108 Green Ave will host a dance on June 12 from 
7:00 p.m. until 11:00 p.m. featuring Zydecane. $5.00 per person or $8.00 couple. Come out 
and pass a good time with Zydecane and your friends. No alcohol can be brought into the 
building. Bar will be open.
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‘08 Honda Ridgeline

$10,450
Maroon, Loaded! Clean. Air, Power, Auto,

140K, Stk. No. 999pP

1994 Cadillac Deville - A Beauty! 1992 Oldsmobile Royale
Not Just Your Grandmother’s Car!

BUY HERE! PAY HERE! OPEN: MONDAY-FRIDAY 9 A.M. TO 5 P.M. CLOSED SATURDAY & SUNDAY.
CORNER OF MACARTHUR AND HENRIETTA STREET, ORANGE, 409-670-0232

All Prices Plus TT&L. Photos For Illustration Purposes Only

FREEDOM SALEHard To Find, Low Mile Autos

Harmon Used Cars 

Rare Sky Blue
Only 59,377 Miles!
4.9 Liter 8 Cylinder Engine,

Prestine Cloth Seats,
Automatic, Air, Power,
Stock Number 1030P

See It To
Believe It
$8,950

Red
Only 51,205 Miles!
3.8 Liter 6 Cylinder Engine,

4 Door Sedan,
Automatic, Air, Power,
Stock Number 1029P

$6,950

White Lincoln Town Car Limo - 10 Passenger

Two Lincoln Town Car Limousines

WAS $8950
$7800 CASH

Harmon: “Famous For Fairness!”

WAS
$13,500

NOW

‘94  Chevrolet Corvette

$8950 CASH

White, Hard Top AT, AC, 
Loaded, Red Leather,

Interior, 72K Miles,
Stk. No. 980P

With kayaking increasing in popularity, no 
group of fishermen has moved in that direc-
tion faster than redfish enthusiasts. The wa-
ter most easily accessed by only a kayaker is 
also home to remote pods of thick shoul-
dered reds.  If you want to see innovations 
these anglers have incorporated before shop-
ping for your own, you need to make one of 
their tournament weigh-ins.

I would also recommend talking with a 
kayak owner before talking with a dealer if 
considering one.They may not be able to help 
you decide what you do want, but they cer-
tainly know what you don’t!

The wind was more of a problem for Sabi-
ne Lake anglers this past week than all the 
fresh water.In fact, a large percentage of the 
lower lake is reasonably clear.  The wind is 
usually the biggest culprit as it muddies 

things up quickly, but if you can’t handle 
dirty water you should consider golf or gar-
dening.

A few trout are hanging in there, but the 
most consistent action has been schooling 
redfish.  Capt. Johnny Cormier stays on top 
of this program as well as anyone and he is 
quick to point out two things about locating 
schooling reds, aside from burning lots of 
gas.

The first is that where you last found them 
is a good place to start, but they can move a 
long way overnight.  The second is that birds 
can be the ticket, but reds will drive bait to 
the surface whether there are birds around 
or not!

Slow down a tad and watch out for floaters 
compliments of the high water.

Colburn From Page 1B

Watermelons From Page 3B

Tammi Halliburton
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HARRY’S APPLI-
ANCES - Used appli-
ances starting at 
$99.95, 302 10th. St. 
(10th. & main) Or-
ange, We also buy 
used appliances, Call 
or come by 409-886-
4111.

1 & 2 BR Houses for 
Rent in  the Orange /  
Little Cypress area.  
All bills paid, appli-
ances  & A/C includ-
ed. No deposit.  Please 
call 409-330-1641 or 
409-988-9336.

Handyman special, 
rent to own, fix like 
you want.  Great loca-
tion, call for details 
today @ 409-886-
7047. Mobile Home 
and space rentals 
available.

Help Wanted:  
Apartment manager 
for HUD/Senior Citi-
zen apartment com-
plex in Orange.  Must 
have managment ex-
perience.  Fax resume 
to 409-886-0374 or 
email to heritagecen-
ter100@sbcglobal.
net.  Salary on DOE.

Did your plants 
freeze?  Replenish 
now.  Huge Plant Sale 
on Sat., 6/12 from 8 
am to 5 pm at 900 
Dawnwood, Orange, 
77632.  Staghorn 
Ferns, Squirrel Foot 
Ferns, begonias, bro-
meliads, tecoma 
stans, jade, china doll,
trumpet plants, dra-
cenas, walking iris, 
night/day blooming 
cereus, mexican petu-
nias, blooming coral 
sedam, azelea bushes 
and lots of other 
plants.

Garage Sale this Fri., 
6/11, Sat., 6/12 and 
Sun., 6/13 from 8 am 
to 5 pm at 3 Lutcher 
Circle B in Orange, 
77630.   Household 
goods, clothes, shoes, 
air compressor, fish 
fryer, car collectors 
welcome have Die 
Cast model cars and 
much more.  Rain or 
Shine.

Garage Sale this Fri., 
6/11 & Sat., 6/12  from 
8 am to 3 pm at 1380 
Matt in Bridge City.  
Tools, printers, pro-
pane cookers & pots, 
tents, cooler, canopys, 
cast iron kitchenware, 
new queen size sheet 
sets, clothes, lots of 
odds and ends and 
much more.
Multi-family garage 
sale this Sat., 6/12 
from 8 am to 4 pm at 
5260 Fairview Drive, 
Orange, 77630. 
Housewares, bedding, 
toys, doll collection, 
etc. 

Indoor Estate Sale  
this Sat., 6/12 starting 
at 7 am - until at 905 
Connecticut Street in 
Bridge City.  Furni-
ture, kitchenware, 
knick knacks, clothes 
and much more.

FOR  REN T

A P P L I A N C E S

• Garage Sales
• Birthdays
• For Sale 

• Weddings
• Rentals

• Memorials
• Services  

• Engagements
 

THE RECORD
Community Classifieds

Call 735-5305
• Penny Record Office: 333 West Roundbunch, Bridge City

• County Record Office: 320 Henrietta, Orange
Note: Offices Closed On Wednesday

•  Just $10 For A 30 Word Ad In Both Papers And The Web
•  Classified Newspaper Deadline: Monday 5 P.M. For Upcoming Issue
•  You Can Submit Your Ad ANYTIME Online At TheRecordLive.com

Your ads published in both newspapers,
the County Record and the Penny Record
plus on our web site TheRecordLive.com

HELP  WA N T ED

ORANGE’S OLDEST HOMETOWN APPLIANCE DEALER                            

 HARRY’S
APPLIANCE & SERVICE, INC.

• FREEZERS • DISHWASHERS 
• REFRIGERATORS • WASHERS & DRYERS

• RANGES • AIR CONDITIONERS
We sell parts for all major brands - We service what we sell!

    409•886•4111 302 10th St.
Orange

FREE LOCAL 
DELIVERY

SI NC E  19 6 3

Stakes Electric
“GENERAC GENERATORS”

COMMERCIAL • RESIDENTIAL
OLD HOMES • LED UPGRADES

ALL UNDERGROUND

409-749-4873
Licensed

Customer: #25151  Master: #14161

TRACTOR 
WORK

• Bush Hogging  
• Water 

• Dirt & Shell  
  • Sewer

• Electrical  
• Digging Services

LOCAL
409-670-2040

NOTICE: Vehicle stored at 
Gilbeaux’s Towing and 

Transport Inc. 058449  VSF
16527 Hwy 62 S. 

Orange, TX 77630
PH (409) 886-0007

Total charges cannot be computed until 
the vehicle is claimed, storage charges will 
accrue daily until the vehicle is released. 
Must demonstrate proof of ownership and 

pay current charges to claim vehicle..
www.tdlr.texas.gov

Vin#WDBUF56X48B263236 
08 MERCEDES
Owed $593.13
Vin#1GDY7RF73M1216718 
21 GMC
Owed $1005.06
Vin#1FTRX12WX8FB87699 
08 FORD
Owed $1551.00

ESTATE SALE

HELP 
WANTED

FULL TIME &
PART TIME

GROCERY STOCKERS
GROCERY CHECKERS 

- DELI WORKERS

APPLY IN PERSON 
ONLY  - NO PHONE 

CALLS PLEASE!

K-DAN”S
SUPER FOODS _ 

9604 FM 105

DANNY’S SUPER FOODS

2003 Western

FOR SALE
409-886-7183
409-735-5305

GARAGE SALE 

American 
Legion Post 49
409-886-1241

Hall Rental

BUSINESS CARD LISTINGS  409•886•7183 or 409•735•5305

NOTICE TO
CREDITORS

NOTICE TO
CREDITORS

“Everybody 
Reads

The Record!”

NOTICE TO
CREDITORS

Notice is hereby 
given that original 
Letters Testamentary 
for the Estate of BRIAN 
HITCHCOCK, Deceased, 
were issued on JULY , 
2020, in Cause No. 
P18782, pending in the 
County Court at Law of 
Orange County, Texas, to: 
PATRICIA TAYLOR.

All persons having 
claims against this Estate 
which is currently being 
administered are required 
to present them to the 
undersigned within the 
time and in the manner 
prescribed by law.

c/o:  Cimron Campbell

Attorney at Law
P.O. Box 279
Orange, TX 
77631-0279

Dated the  7th day of
June, 2021.

Cimron Campbell
Cimron Campbell   

Attorney for Patricia Taylor

State Bar No.: 03696000 

P.O. Box 279                                                         

Orange, TX 77631-0279

Phone:  409-651-4300

ccampbell.law@gmail.com

Notice is hereby given 
that original Letters 
Testamentary for the 
Estate of MARK JULIAN 
OLDBURY, Deceased, 
were issued on JUNE 
7, 2020, in Cause No. 
P19001, pending in the 
County Court at Law of 
Orange County, Texas, to: 
JUDY LYNN OLDBURY.

All persons having 
claims against this Estate 
which is currently being 
administered are required 
to present them to the 
undersigned within the 
time and in the manner 
prescribed by law.

c/o:  Cimron Campbell

Attorney at Law
P.O. Box 279
Orange, TX 
77631-0279

Dated the  7th day of
June, 2021.

Cimron Campbell
Cimron Campbell   

Attorney for Executrix

State Bar No.: 03696000 

P.O. Box 279                                                         

Orange, TX 77631-0279

Phone:  409-651-4300

ccampbell.law@gmail.com

NOTICE TO
CREDITORS

Notice is hereby 
given that original 
Letters of Testmentary 
for the Estate of 
TRISHA-LEE M. 
SHARP,   Deceased, 
were issued on the 
JUNE 7, 2021, in 
Cause No. P19057, 
pending in the County 
Court at Law of 
Orange County, Texas, 
to: ROBERT WILSON 
PRUITT.

All persons having 
claims against this 
Estate which is cur-
rently being adminis-
tered are required to 
present them to the 
undersigned within the 
time and in the manner 
prescribed by law.

c/o:  Tommy Gunn
Attorney at Law
202 S. Border Street
Orange, TX 77630

Dated the 8th day of
June, 2021.

Tommy Gunn
Tommy Gunn    
Attorney for: 
Robert Wilson Pruitt
State Bar No.: 
08623700 202 
S. Border Street                                                         
Orange, TX 77630
Phone: (409)882-9990
Fax: (409)882-0613
Email:tommy@gunnlaw.org

Notice is here-
by given that 
original Letters 
Testamentary for the 
Estate of AVANELL 
C. CALLAHAN 
aka AVANELL 
C A L L A H A N ,   
Deceased, were 
issued on April 13, 
2021, in Cause No. 
P18949, pending in the 
County Court at Law of 
Orange County, Texas, 
to: Deborah Gail 
Callahan Morgan.

All persons having 
claims against this 
Estate which is cur-
rently being adminis-
tered are required to 
present them to the 
undersigned within the 
time and in the manner 
prescribed by law.

c/o:  
James R. Dunaway
Attorney at Law
P.O. Box 100
Orange, TX 
77631-0100

Dated the  26th day 
of May, 2021.

James R. Dunaway
James R. Dunaway

Attorney for:

Deborah Gail Callahan Morgan

State Bar No.: 06208000 

P.O. Box 100                                                        

Orange, TX 77631-0100

jrdunaway@sbcglobal.net

Notice is hereby 
given that original 
Letters Testamentary 
for the Estate of 
SUSAN NIMMO aka 
SUSAN LEE NIMMO,  
Deceased, were 
issued on April 12, 
2021, in Cause No. 
P18963, pending in the 
County Court at Law of 
Orange County, Texas, 
to: David Nimmo.

All persons having 
claims against this 
Estate which is cur-
rently being adminis-
tered are required to 
present them to the 
undersigned within the 
time and in the manner 
prescribed by law.

c/o:  

James R. Dunaway

Attorney at Law

P.O. Box 100

Orange, TX 

77631-0100

Dated the  18th day 
of April, 2021.

James R. Dunaway
James R. Dunaway

Attorney for:

David Nimmo

State Bar No.: 06208000 

P.O. Box 100                                                        

Orange, TX 77631-0100

jrdunaway@sbcglobal.net

NOTICE TO
CREDITORS

NOTICE TO
CREDITORS

NOTICE TO
CREDITORS

Notice is here-
by given that 
original Letters of 
Testmentary for the 
Estate of DOYLE 
WAYNE McCAMEY,   
Deceased, were 
issued on the JUNE 
2, 2021, in Cause No. 
P19026, pending in 
the County Court at 
Law of Orange County, 
Texas, to: Mary 
Frances McCamey.

All persons having 
claims against this 
Estate which is cur-
rently being adminis-
tered are required to 
present them to the 
undersigned within the 
time and in the manner 
prescribed by law.

c/o:  Tommy Gunn
Attorney at Law
202 S. Border Street
Orange, TX 77630

Dated the 2nd day of
June, 2021.

Tommy Gunn
Tommy Gunn    
Attorney for: 
Mary Frances McCarney
State Bar No.: 
08623700 202 
S. Border Street                                                         
Orange, TX 77630
Phone: (409)882-9990
Fax: (409)882-0613
Email:tommy@gunnlaw.org

Notice is hereby 
given that original 
Letters Testamentary 
for the Estate of 
NEISHA MICHELE 
H A M I L T O N ,  
Deceased, were 
issued on JUNE 4, 
2021, in Cause No. 
P19060, pending in the 
County Court at Law of 
Orange County, Texas, 
to: George Timothy 
Hamilton.

All persons hav-
ing claims against this 
Estate which is cur-
rently being adminis-
tered are required to 
present them to the 
undersigned within the 
time and in the manner 
prescribed by law.

George Timothy Hamilton

c/o: Stephen C. Howard
Attorney at Law
903 W. Green Avenue
Orange, Texas 77630

DATED the  4th day of 
June, 2021.

Stephen Howard
Stephen Howard 
                                  
Attorney for:
George Timothy Hamilton
State Bar No.:10079400
903 W. Green Avenue                                                                        
Orange, TX 77630
Phone: (409)883-0202
Fax: (409)883-0209
Email: steve@stevehoward.

lawyer

PLANT SALE

THE AMERICAN LEGION
LLOYD GRUBBS POST 49

108 GREEN AVENUE
ORANGE, TX  77630

409•886•1241
Presents 

Saturday • June 12th • 7 to 11 pm

CASH BAR • NO BYOB • ATM AVAIL.

50/50 RAFFLE • BRING  OWN  TABLE SNACKS

SUPERHEROES

ACROSS
1. Golf club handle
5. Aviation safety agency
8. Although, for short
11. “Give me your tired, your 
____....”
12. Homecoming guest
13. PhD in Great Britain
15. Legendary NFL quarter-
back Graham
16. Like Old Mother Hubbard’s 
cupboard
17. Propelled like Argo
18. *Batman’s romantic interest
20. Wildebeests
21. Use the other end of a pencil
22. Cherry middle
23. *Thor’s weapon
26. Brays like a donkey
30. Another word for Tokyo
31. Makes a sum (2 words)
34. *Like The Joker
35. Without self-control
37. Black gold
38. Buddy
39. Site of Leaning Tower
40. Canvas ceiling fan
42. *____man, one of original 
X-Men
43. Comes to the fore
45. *____ Woman, first female 
in the Justice Society of Ameri-
ca
47. “Rub A Dub Dub” vessel
48. Paralysis-causing disease, 
for short
50. Smoothie berry
52. *a.k.a. the Caped Crusader
55. “Encore!”
56. Pupil’s place
57. Like Arizona in summer
59. *Ben Grimm of “It’s clob-
berin’ time!” fame, with The
60. Eyeglasses glass
61. Buggy terrain
62. Gingerbread creation
63. *Superhero creator, Stan 
____
64. Eurasian duck

DOWN
1. Government Printing Office
2. Campus military acronym
3. Letter before kappa
4. For the time being, Latin (2 
words)
5. Basic drumming pattern, pl.
6. Saints’ crowns
7. End of grace
8. Through, for short
9. Hie, third person singular
10. Not new or borrowed or 
blue
12. “All ____!”
13. Motherless calf
14. *Wakanda’s Black ____
19. Make havoc
22. Coach’s locker room speech
23. Oodles
24. ____ one, on a pass
25. *Mighty ____
26. *Known to say: “You 
wouldn’t like me when I’m an-
gry”
27. Steer clear
28. Grimace in pain
29. More cunning
32. Make pretty, two words
33. Break a commandment
36. *America’s title
38. Vienna Boys’ group
40. Public house, for short
41. Devoid of reverence
44. Seeking damages
46. Wondering ones
48. Put through a blender
49. Offer two cents
50. Turkish honorific
51. Jealous biblical brother
52. Perfect houseplant spot
53. Bob ____, famous boxing 
promoter
54. Cat o’how many tails?
55. Cash dispenser
58. Morning condensation
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