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Orange County Commis-
sioners approved the Texas 
Statewide Opioid Settlement 
Agreement Tuesday, which 
means about a million dol-
lars this year for the county.

It is expected to hit the 
county’s account in six to 
nine months, County Judge 
John Gothia said.

Commissioners have also 
agreed upon how they wish 
to spend about $9.5 million 
of government funds coming 
from the American Rescue 
Plan Act put forth by Presi-
dent Joe Biden and passed by 
Democratic Congressmen in 
2021.

ARPA is a $1.9 trillion 
coronavirus rescue package 
passed after a pandemic 
closed schools and shut 
down the economy.

The pandemic placed a 
new spotlight on the opioid 
crisis. According to the 
CDC, 13 in every 100,000 
people nationwide died of 
opioid abuse.

Attorney Paul Henderson, 
the county’s outside counsel, 
said the amount of Orange 
County’s piece of the state-

wide settle-
ment was 
“confidential 
… but the 
county will 
come out very 
well … it will 
be compen-

sated for the 
damage from the opioid epi-
demic present and in the fu-
ture.”

Gothia reeled off specific 
numbers.

“Our first payment is 
$997,000 and some change, 
almost a million dollars,” he 
said. “That’s the initial pay-
ment without doing any-
thing else.

“And they allocated anoth-
er $70 million plus for our 
region of 16 counties that we 
can go in and ask for specific 
project money out of another 
settlement.”

While it was too soon to 
say how the opioid settle-
ment would be spent, the 
commissioners agreed Feb. 8 
on nine projects on the coun-
ty wish list for the ARPA 
money.

The county received its 
first of two $8 million grant 

Eighty percent of Orange 
County households have a 
broadband subscription that 
gives them access to the in-
ternet.

That’s not good enough.
“What people once may 

have considered a luxury is 
now a necessity,” Jessica Hill, 
director of Orange County’s 
Economic Development Cor-
poration, said.

“Once the pandemic start-
ed, the move to telework, 
telemedicine and distance 
learning for schools showed 
everyone that having access 
to the internet is vital,” said 
Bob Dickinson of the South 
East Texas Regional Plan-
ning Commission.

“This is important.”
Orange County Commis-

sioners have quickly jumped 
on board, pledging at their 
Feb. 8 meeting to spend up to 

$30,000 to 
advertise a 
survey by 
Connected 
Nation Tex-
as.

The survey 
is to clearly 

identify 
unique challenges and op-
portunities for expanding 
high-speed internet in Or-
ange County, so that every 
family, business, and com-
munity organization can ac-
cess the critical resources 
needed to be connected.

The 10-minute survey is 
available online at www.my-
connectedcommunity.org/
orange-county/

The county is joining with 
the Orange County EDC, in 
partnership with the Plan-
ning Commission and Con-
nected Nation Texas, to de-
ploy an initiative to expand 
and improve broadband ac-
cess, adoption, and use 

throughout Orange County.
Broadband is  the most 

common form of internet ac-
cess, a connection that al-
lows you to surf the internet 
at high speeds. With it, your 
internet is always connected 
and doesn’t depend on a 
phone line connection.

This broadband initiative 
will be for the benefit of local 
residents and businesses. 
The partnership will work 
with Connected Nation Tex-
as and their “Connected” 
program to assess the pres-
ent state of broadband in Or-
ange County, as well as es-
tablish a broadband plan-
ning process and plan to ad-
dress current and future 
broadband needs.

The broadband committee 
will be conducting surveys of 
residents, businesses, and 
other organizations across 
the County. Responses to 
these surveys will help Con-
nected Nation better under-

stand the existing resources 
and capabilities to support 
access, adoption, and use of 
broadband technology in 
homes and businesses.

The surveying period is 
relatively short, ending on 
April 6.

“We would like everybody 
to take the survey,” the EDC’s 
Hill said.

“Links to the survey will be 
on EDC website, the county 
website, we’re utilizing the 
Chamber’s website for distri-
bution of the survey. We’ll be 
advertising in the newspa-
pers, billboards, getting the 
school districts involved, 
Facebook, yard signs, fliers 
and Market Basket circulars, 
pizza boxes, a large sign for 
the lobbies of county build-
ings, restaurants, drive-
thrus, a Facebook Boost.

Results from this work will 
be shared with the public 

OC surveys to boost Net access
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Staff Report
For The Record

Becky McAnelley, a staff 
member at Lamar State Col-
lege-Orange for over 35 
years, has been promoted to 
Assistant Dean of Student 
Services and Registrar.

She began as a student as-
sistant and has performed 
roles since such as Recruiter; 
Assistant Registrar; Director 
of Admissions, Recruitment, 
and Registrar; and now, As-
sistant Dean of Student Ser-
vices.  “Becky McAnelley is 
an example of the best of La-
mar State College Orange – 
someone who has invested 
so much of her time, talent, 
and energy into making our 
students successful. We 

thank Becky for her years of 
service and are thrilled to 
see her continue to excel in 
her new role,” said Dr. Tom 
Johnson, President of Lamar 
State College Orange.

“Becky’s dedication over 
the years in service to our 
students is unmatched. She 
provides a very valuable role 
in overseeing several critical 
functions of our college. La-
mar State College Orange is 
better because of her leader-
ship and wise counsel. I 
know as Assistant Dean of 
Student Services, our college 
will continue to benefit from 
her excellence,” said Dr. 
Wendy Elmore, Provost and 
Executive Vice President of 
Lamar State College Orange.

LSCO promotes McAnelly 
to Assistant Dean

County OK’s 
ARPA projects, 
opioid
settlement

Early voting runs from 
Feb. 14-25 for the 2022 Pri-
mary election that will de-
termine the names on the 
ballot for the Nov. 8 midterm 
election

  Early voting locations in 
the county, listed below, will 
be open each day during the 
with varying hours except 
for Monday, Feb. 21, Presi-
dent’s Day.

 Voters may vote in either 
the Republican or Democrat 
Party primary, but only one.

  The ballot in Orange 
County is topped by the race 
for the District 14 House of 
Representatives seat held 
currently by Randy Weber, 

R-Friendswood.
  After the winners are 

sworn in next January, U.S. 
Rep. Brian Babin will no lon-
ger represent Orange Coun-
ty. That’s because of the 2021 
redrawing of district lines 
which are adjusted every 10 
years, after the U.S. Census.

  Because of a slow rate of 
growth in East Texas relative 
to the state average, Weber’s 
District 14, which previously 
ran from Brazoria County to 
the Neches River, now ex-
tends to cover Orange Coun-
ty.

  The state portion of the 
ballot includes Governor, 
Lieutenant Governor, Attor-
ney General, Comptroller of 
Public Accounts, Commis-

sioner of the General Land 
Office, Commissioner of Ag-
riculture, Railroad Commis-
sioner, three seats on the 
State Supreme Court, three 
seats on the Court of Crimi-
nal Appeals, one seat on the 
9th  Court of Appeals, and 
260th  State District Court, 
District 7 State Board of Ed-
ucation, District 3 State Sen-
ate and District 21 State 
House of Representatives.

Orange County offices on 
the Republican primary bal-
lot are County Judge, Judge 
of County Court at Law, Dis-
trict Clerk, County Clerk, 
County Treasurer, Precinct 2 
Commissioner, Precinct 4 
Commissioner and Justices 
of the Peace for Precinct 1, 2, 

3 and 4.
 Only two Orange County 

races drew as many as two 
candidates and the Demo-
cratic Party put forth no 
names for the offices.

 
Orange County

Voting Locations
Primary Election

Early Voting, Feb. 14-25
 
• Orange Public Library
220 N 5th Street, Orange
•Mauriceville Community 

Center, 7441 Cohenour Road 
Orange

 • Orange County Airport
2640 S Hwy 87 – Orange
• Raymond Gould Com-
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Early voting now through Feb. 25 

Pictured, left to right: Brian Hull, Dean of Student Services; Dr. 
Wendy Elmore, Provost and Executive Vice President; Becky 
McAnelley, Assistant Dean of Student Services; and Dr. Tom 
Johnson, President.

The Bridge City Chamber of Commerce has announced that Re/Max One has been named Business of the Month for February 2022.
Candace Mulhollan was presented the award, sponsored by Energy Country Ford, by Ambassador Rani Dillow at the February Network-
ing Coffee hosted by Wellspring Credit Union. Pictured are: BCCC Ambassador Rani Dillow, and ReMax One representatives Chelsea 
Skinner, Candace Mulhollan and Karla Lozano.
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How many times have you 
heard someone running for 
office say, “I am not a politi-
cian”?  The phrase seems to 
suggest that being a politi-
cian is necessarily a bad 
thing.  I disagree.

Anyone hoping to win in 
any game, be it athletics, 
business, cards or even mo-
nopoly must know the rules.  
To me in a free, democratic 
form of government one who 
knows and understands the 
rules and how to apply them 
is a politician.

Washington, Jefferson, 
Benjamin Franklin et. al. 
were all consummate politi-
cians. 

Orange County has re-
cently lost a person I consid-
er the epitome of what a poli-
tician should be like.  That 
person is Essie Bellfield.  She 

knew how to wield influence 
and what government should 
be about.  Essie was a dear 

friend of mine and one of my 
early and loyal supporters of 
my political ventures.  

I recall one way that Essie 
was an influence, not only in 
local politics but even at the 
state level.  She once brought 
to my attention the fact that 
the state of Texas did not 
have a single highway troop-
er of color.  As a result of my 
conversation and on her urg-
ing I was able to gather a del-
egation of state representa-
tives to bring the matter to 

the attention of Governor 
John Connally.  Within 
weeks of my conversation 
with Essie on the subject, 
Texas had its first person of 
color highway trooper.

Unfortunately today, we 
have plenty of showmen, 
snake-oil salesmen, grifters 
and people seeking public, 
some successfully, for all the 
wrong reasons.  

Unfortunately, we are 
short on what I consider true 
politicians.

What Is A Politician?

Carl Parker has practiced 
law in Port Arthur since 
1958. He is a 1958 graduate 
of the University of Texas 
School of Law. Elected to 
the Texas House of Repre-
sentatives in 1962 and the 
Senate in 1976. 
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Free Diabetes Classes
The Texas A&M AgriLife Extension of Orange County 

will be holding free Do Well Be Well with Diabetes classes.   
Join us in learning how to prevent and control your type 2 di-
abetes, eat healthy and much more to control your diabetes.  
The series will last for 5 classes on February 15, 22, March 1, 
8, and 15 and will be from 10:00 AM to 12:00 PM.   They will 
be held at the City of Orange Neighborhood Facilities Build-
ing at 303 N. 8th St, Orange, TX.  To get the full educational 
benefit, you need to attend all 5 classes if possible.  Call the 
Extension Office at 409-882-7010 to sign-up for this series.

CARL PARKER
For The Record

FREE
Hearing

Screening
Call 

today!

Call Monday - Friday • 9 am to 5 pm

1-888-464-8896
Orange • 105 Camellia Ave.
Nederland • 2190 Hwy 365

Beaumont • 6656 Phelan Blvd.

WE ACCEPT MOST MAJOR INSURANCES. ASK ABOUT OUR SPECIAL FINANCING OPTIONS* 

Beaumont • Nederland • Orange • Bay City • Bastrop • Gonzales 
Cedar Park • Kirbyville • Lake Jackson • Lumberton • Trinity

www.BrownHearingCenters.com 
*SUBJECT TO CREDIT APPROVAL. NOT AVAILABLE WITH ANY OTHER DISCOUNTS, OFFERS, OR PRIOR PURCHASES. **$795 BASED ON PURCHASE OF 2 AIDS. CALL FOR DETAILS.

February 21 - 25, 2022 • 9 AM - 5 PM

IF YOU ANSWERED “YES” ON ANY OF THE HEARING TEST STATEMENTS, YOU SHOULD HAVE A FREE HEARING 
SCREENING COMPLETED BY A LICENSED HEARING HEALTHCARE PROFESSIONAL.

Help is now available for
all types of hearing loss!

• No more feedback or squealing 
• Better understanding in noise
• Answer your phone 
• Better TV understanding
• Smallest of its kind
• Long battery life
• Superior comfort and sound quality

1 Minute Hearing Test
1. I can hear, but I have trouble with women’s and children’s voices, bird 

songs and the first letter of words such as dime, time, bake and cake.
2. I have difficulty understanding people unless I’m looking directly at them.
3. I often ask people to repeat words or phrases.
4. I have difficulty understanding conversations in a group of people.
5. I keep the volume on my TV or radio at a level that others say is too loud.
6. I feel left out in group conversations.
7. Sometimes my ears ring, hiss or buzz.

 Yes   No
 Yes   No
 Yes   No
 Yes   No
 Yes   No
 Yes   No
 Yes   No

Mini BTE

for hearing loss up to 35 dba

$795**each

Reg.
$995

Hear Better in Noise!

Visit www.BrownHearingCenters.com/Test to take a free, online hearing test today!
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This is in response to last week’s front-page article in the 
Record Newspapers.  I am baffled how being involved as a 
citizen in county politics can be painted as a bad thing. 

We continually hear how our country is in trouble, how 
our votes matter, and how we should make our voices 
heard.  Yet, in so doing, supporters are called out by name. 
Many folks do not even take the time to research candi-
dates and make an informed decision prior to going to the 
polls, if they vote at all. 

We should all be mindful that a mere four years ago, the 
election for Precinct 2 commissioner came down to two 
votes.  We probably all know more than one person who 
should have gone to the polls, but didn’t realize how impor-
tant their vote was until the election was over.  So it is in-
cumbent on every voter in the county to take our civic re-
sponsibility to heart and cast a vote if they want growth in 
Orange County.

It is my firm belief that as citizens, we must be engaged 
in the process.  My businesses, my family, and many of my 
employees and friends live in Orange County.  I want to see 
the best for all of them and that requires getting involved at 
the local level.  I care enough to not only put my support 
behind a candidate but also to “make it rain,” as Mr. Rogers 
quipped in last week’s paper.  

I have never proclaimed myself to be the “Mayor of Mau-
riceville.” What I have done as a lifelong resident of Orange 
County is heavily invest in our County by locating multiple 
businesses here. These include Top Deck, Inc., Malone and 
Dalton Investments, and Top Deck Flooring. It was also 
emphasized by Mr. Rogers that I donated over $10,000.00 
to the Sowell campaign.  My goal is to see Orange County 
flourish because it is good for all area businesses and resi-
dents if the county is growing.  Therefore, I invested the 
time to research each candidate so I could place my sup-
port behind the candidate that will do the most good for 
both Precinct 2 and the entire county.  

There are several reasons why I have chosen to support 
Chris Sowell.  Firstly, I actually see Chris involved in activ-
ities that benefit our precinct and county.  He has either fa-
cilitated or been present and involved in almost every ma-
jor event in Precinct 2. He has been to commissioner’s 
court, standing up for Pct. 2 residents when game rooms 
became a problem.  He has moderated town halls regarding 
housing and drainage issues in the county.  Chris Sowell 
has proven himself to be a leader by his constant involve-
ment in the community.  His understanding of budgets and 
business made it possible for the Mauriceville Heritage As-
sociation to navigate hurricanes and Covid. In fact, his 
leadership has been vital in MHA staying fiscally sound. 
This fine organization continues to support students 
throughout the county with scholarships, continued sup-
port for disaster relief projects, and many community pro-
grams.  

Chris Sowell treats all individuals with respect, and 
shows a genuine connection with and concern for the resi-
dents of Orange County.  He understands that as commis-
sioner he will work in tandem with the entire court to see 
all Orange County flourish. He will go to work on day one 
as a full time commissioner for Precinct 2.

There are also reasons why I chose not to support other 
candidates in the Pct. 2 commissioner’s race, and I believe 
those are equally important to choosing the right candi-
date.  None of the following are personal. Rather, they are 
merely reasons why I have carefully chosen to support 
Chris Sowell.

One candidate seems like a solid guy, I just don’t know 
him.  He hasn’t been involved with the projects I’ve been 
involved with in the community.   He was well spoken in 
the debate, has experience that would assist in commis-
sioner’s court, and is invested in Orange County.  Honestly, 
I have no doubt he is a fine man. However, he will not be 
able to maintain his current commitments and be a full-
time commissioner.

A second candidate made it clear at the Commissioner’s 
debate that he really had no idea how county government 
operates. He was even confused by the statement that his 
paycheck from the county is paid for with tax dollars.  May-
be most disturbing was the fact that he clearly did not un-
derstand why tax abatements are essential to encouraging 
new businesses to come to Orange County.  These are fun-
damental elements of the work commissioners do on a dai-
ly basis.  

A third candidate is retaining his current job until retire-
ment as well as already sitting on a board whose meetings 
he doesn’t always attend. He will not be a full-time com-
missioner and that is simply unacceptable for Precinct 2.  
We deserve and desperately need full time representation 
on the commissioner’s court.

Finally, we have a candidate who has lived in our precinct 
less than two years and has never chosen to locate a busi-
ness or nonprofit in Orange County until recently.  Of 
those nonprofits, two are now defunct apparently due to 
funding issues. It is my understanding that he currently 
has a tax levy in excess of $10,000.00 against him in St. 
Tammany Parish District Court.  How can he be trusted to 
care for Precinct 2 budget and funding if he can’t budget 
his own affairs? Most of his businesses and endorsements 
are from outside of Orange County which leads me to be-
lieve his priorities lie outside of our county as well.  All that 
aside, he appears as a “hard democrat” according to the 
state Republican database.  If you have the courage of your 
convictions, run in the party you have supported and where 
you have always voted. That is something I can respect, re-
gardless of party affiliation.

In all this, we have candidates who deliberately do not 
follow the voting rules act and have not bothered to turn in 
a treasurer’s report as required by election code 255.001. 
Signs are being placed in right of ways, in front of people’s 
businesses without permission, and with improper label-
ing. How can we expect these people to run the county ef-
ficiently when running a campaign seems to be so diffi-
cult?  Chris has done his due diligence to research and fol-
low all of the rules regarding the election code.

As stated, I’m sure many residents go to the polls with 
the information they have and do the best they can.  I know 
that I want to make a difference in my community, my 
county, and my country.  So for me, my vote is a sacred duty 
and is one of the most important things I will do this year. 
It is incumbent upon all of us to research and choose the 
best candidate for our community.  And it is without reser-
vation that I believe Chris Sowell is that candidate. That is 
why I have proudly given him my support, financially and 
otherwise.

Record reader responds
to recent article 
By JW Dalton - Orange County resident

munity Center
385 Claiborne – Vidor

 
Polls open:
Feb 14 – Feb 18 (Mon – 

Fri) 8:00 am– 5:00 pm Feb 19 
(Saturday) 7:00 am – 7:00 pm

Feb 20 (Sunday) 1:00 pm – 
7:00 pm

Feb 22 - Feb 25 (Tues – Fri) 
7:00 am – 7:00 pm

 
 Orange County

Voting Locations
Primary Election March 1

Polls open:
 7:00 am – 7:00 pm

 
BY VOTING BOXES

1. Cove Baptist Church, 
1005 Dupont Dr., Orange

2. West Orange Cove ISD 
Administration Bldg, 902 W. 
Park Ave., Orange

3. North School, 801 Cor-
drey St., Orange

4. Alexander Homes Se-
nior Citizens Center, 2023 N. 

4th St., Orange
5. West Orange Cove ISD 

Administration Bldg, 902 W. 
Park Ave., Orange

6. North Orange Pentecos-
tal, 7144 N. 16th St. (N. Hwy 
87), Orange

7. St. Francis Catholic 
Church, 4300 Meeks Dr., Or-
ange

8. LCM Administration 
Building, 6586 FM 1130, Or-
ange

9. Sabine River Authority, 
12777 N. Hwy 87, Orange

10. Winfree Baptist 
Church, 19525 Hwy 62 S., 
Orange

11. West Orange City Hall, 
2700 Western Ave., Orange

12. West Orange Stark 
High School, 1400 Newton 
St., Orange

13. Masonic Temple, 3528 
South St., Orange

14. West Orange-Stark El-
ementary, 2605 Martin Lu-
ther King Jr. Dr., Orange

15. Texas Dept. of Trans-

portation Building, 3128 N. 
Hwy 62, Mauriceville

16. Mauriceville Volunteer 
Fire Department, 10691 N. 
Hwy 62, Mauriceville

17. Pine Forest Baptist 
Church, 4800 N. Main St., 
Vidor

18. Vidor Junior High, 945 
Tram Road, Vidor

19. Raymond Gould Com-
munity Center, 385 Clai-
borne St., Vidor

20. Vidor High School, 500 
Orange St., Vidor

21. Rose City City Hall, 370 
Rose City Dr., Vidor

22. Pecan Acres Baptist 
Church, 14795 Duncan 
Woods Lane, Vidor

23. Orangefield Cormier 
Museum, 9908 FM 105, Or-
angefield

24. Bridge City High 
School, 2690 Texas Ave., 
Bridge City

25. Bridge City Public 
Works Building, 220 Nitsche 
St., Bridge City

26. Bridge City Knights of 
Columbus Hall, 495 W. 
Roundbunch Road, Bridge 
City

27. Pine Forest Elementary 
School, 4150 N. Main St., Vi-
dor

28. St. Paul Methodist 
Church, 1155 W. Round-
bunch Road, Bridge City

29. Vidor High School, 500 
Orange St., Vidor

30. Orange County Drain-
age District, 8081 Old Hwy 
90, Orange

31. Precinct 2 Commis-
sioners Office, 11867 Hwy 
62, Orange

32. Orange County Expo 
Center, 11475 Hwy 1442, Or-
ange

33. Vidor Elementary 
School, 400 E. Railroad St., 
Vidor

34. Our Lady of Lourdes 
Catholic Church, 1600 N. 
Main St., Vidor

Early voting underway From Page 1

Orange County survey for broadband From Page 1

County business From Page 1

and will be followed by addi-
tional work to develop a 
Technology Action Plan to 
address identified areas of 
need.

Orange, Hardin and Jeffer-
son County are represented 
in the SETRPC participation 
in the survey, but not Jasper 
County, the Planning Com-
mission’s new member.

Dickinson said that’s be-
cause Jasper County was in-

cluded in a Connected Na-
tion Texas survey already 
conducted for the Deep East 
Texas Council of Govern-
ments.

“I’ve been working on bet-
ter broadband access for a 
long time,” he said.

SETRPC has a Broadband 
Advisory Committee.

Its vision statement says 
it’s to “increase access, avail-
ability, speed, reliability, 

consistency and affordability 
of broadband services to 
large and small businesses, 
local governments, schools, 
institutions of higher learn-
ing, medical facilities, non-
profit organizations and the 
general public in our four-
county South East Texas Re-
gion.”

The survey can be ac-
cessed at  myconnectedcom-
munity.org/orange-county. 

Only one survey per house-
hold will be accepted, but all 
respondents are encouraged 
to complete a survey under 
each category that applies.    

For more information, 
contact Jessica Hill, Orange 
County Economic Develop-
ment Corporation at (409) 
883-7770 or  jhill@orange-
countyedc.com.

payments last year but re-
quired legal advice on what 
expenses were allowed.

The first project is for a $5 
million building to house a 
health clinic services, public 
health emergency prepared-
ness and other services for 
residents disproportionately 
impacted by COVID. Orange 
County.

The estimated costs were 
published in the Feb. 8 meet-
ing agenda.

The second costliest item 
was actually four $850,000 

buildings, one per county 
precinct, to house vaccina-
tion and testing services and 
store PPE and host other di-
saster-related uses. Total es-
timate: $3.4 million.

The third item on the list 
was $575,000 for new elec-
tronic voting machines. 
These would assist in pre-
venting close contact and 
would also go toward the 
county’s goal of modernizing 
voting.

Thirty-five new computers 
costing $60,000 to be used 

by the Emergency Opera-
tions Center to track COV-
ID, as well as other emergen-
cies, are on the list. Also 65 
portable radios for $80,000 
and $6,500 for a portable X-
ray machine for the county 
jail.

Rounding out this list are 
$316,000 for a total update of 
county phones; and two proj-
ects with no cost estimate: a 
PPE storage building for the 
EOC and GIS (Geographic 
Information System) soft-
ware.

“The projects we approved 
went a little over the $8 mil-
lion we already have, but 
none of those would happen 
before we get the second $8 
million payment in June,” 
Gothia said.

“We just proved the steps 
to move forward. Other than 
the architectural fees, some 
of the stuff we’re doing for 
the Sheriff ’s Department, ra-
dios, things like that will 
happen. But that’s just a cou-
ple hundred thousand dol-
lars compared to $9 million.”
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EARLY PRIMARY TO CAUSE 
LOWER TURNOUT

Texas has the earliest primary election day in the nation, 
for a midterm election cycle, March 1. Early voting is set 
from Feb. 14 to Feb. 25.  No other state in the United 
States holds primary elections before May. The new elec-
tion date in Texas was by design by state-wide incum-
bents. The Governor, Lt. Governor and Attorney Gener-
al are all on the ballot. Political experts say the early pri-
maries sneak up on the voters that will likely result in the 
worst voter turnout in the nation. A low turnout always fa-
vors incumbents. Locally, only two precincts have contest-
ed races. Precinct 2 has a county commissioner’s race and 
Precinct 3 has a justice of the peace race. Those two pre-
cincts will get more turnout than the other two. My guess 
is about 23 percent and about 17 percent where there are 
no local races. I hope I’m wrong and the turnout is better. 
Until Orange County gets back to purple we won’t have 
real contested races. Some Democrats are voting in the 
Republican Primary just to vote in a local race. We will 
all be better off when we get back to a two party choice. 
This way you have to take what you can get. I look for those 
voters not to vote in state wide races or vote against the in-
cumbents. By all means you should vote and encourage 
others to do so. We will probably have low state turnout 
both democratic and republican, with the total turnout to 
be about 25 percent.*****I have to move on. Please hop on 
board and come along, I promise it won’t do you no 
harm.

CANDIDATE REQUIRED REPORTS  
DRAWS RESPONSE

In a news report last week, our reporter Dave Rogers, 
submitted a story on the political reports submitted by all 
the candidates. That is required by law. All of the amounts 
reported are public record and factual, open to every citi-
zen and news media. In this week’s issue J.W. Dalton re-
sponded to why he has donated to help Pct. 2 candidate for 
county commissioner Chris Sowell. I’ve known Mr. Dal-
ton and his community involvement over the years. His 
first interest is always for the betterment of Orange Coun-
ty. This is not the first time J.W. has played a vital part in 
the election of the candidate he found to be most qualified 
and I’m sure it won’t be his last.  Others supporters do the 
same thing but are secretive with their funding. J.W. Dal-
ton has always been above board. Others who are not re-
porting their contributions over $50 are violating the law. 
Finally, Dalton has invested a lot of money in the county 
because this is the place he calls home. Example: His two 
million dollar, state of the art, Top Deck Flooring is fit to 
be in Beaumont’s West End but yet he chose to put this top 
of the line structure on IH-10 between Orange and Beau-
mont, in Orange County. Giving to a candidate of your 
choice is a good thing if you can afford to do so. We should 
all help qualified candidates running for public office and 
also encourage the citizens to vote for them.

TURNING BACK THE HANDS OF TIME
15 Years Ago-2007

Wade Phillips,  a native son born at downtown  Or-
ange’s hospital, was named head coach of the Dallas Cow-
boys. Wade’s dad, Bum, former NFL coach of Houston’s 
‘Luv Ya Blue’  fame, was also born in  Orange.  Wade’s 
great-grandfather Parrish  was an  Orange County  pio-
neer. Wade’s roots run deep in Orange County where he 
still has relatives. Everyone should be proud of  the  posi-
tion Wade has achieved, starting with his very first coach-
ing job at Orange Stark High School. Wade has other lo-
cal ties to  the  area; he is married to  the  late  ‘Stinky’ 
Nunez’s  lovely daughter,  Laurie, from Port 
Neches.*****Anna Nicole Smith, age 39, dead. A sad end to 
a troubled life. She was never far from the spotlight. Her 
last few months were tragic, with the death of her 20-year-
old son Daniel. She would never believe the coverage her 
death has received. For several days, wall-to-wall, on all 
24-hour news channels. I bet her life story will be made 
into a movie. This week, we should find out who baby Dan-
nielynn’s   papa is. It won’t be  Zsa Zsa’s husband, Prince 
Frederick, unless Anna Nicole was artificially inseminat-
ed. It’s probably Stern or more likely Larry Birkhead, but 
then, it could be the yardman or stable boy. *****We were 
sorry to learn about the death of Capt. Jack Piediscalzi, 
76, on Feb. 7. The Bridge City entrepreneur, born in New 
Orleans, lived a most interesting life in his world travels. 
He and wife   Anneita, owner of  Remax Real Es-
tate in Bridge City, moved here four years ago.  

45 YEARS AGO-1977

Jarvis A. Buckley, Jr., Melvin Hogan  and Gary John-
son will run as a slate for the West Orange-Cove school 
board. They are running as an anti-merger slate. 
*****The 1977 Chevy El Camino is tough, beautiful to look 
at, and is on sale at Harmon Chevrolet at 3rd and Green 
in Orange, for only $5,217.*****Country western songwrit-
er and vocalist  Mac Davis  will be  the  headliner for  Or-
ange County Night at the Houston Livestock Show and 
Rodeo on Feb. 26. *****Hanks Real Estate now has a full 

crew including pretty  Kim Thrailkille, Edward Patton, 
and  Florence Miller,  who is  Sheila Beeson’s moth-
er. Robert Hanks is owner. *****State Rep. Wayne Peve-
to  has enough backing in  Orange County  to war-
rant the introduction of a bill, which would create Orange 
County’s  third district court. *****‘The  Followers’  have 
just released their first gospel album.  Daryl Segura and 
Charles Hartman, two young Bridge City guys, are part 
of the musical group. *****Orange Savings and Loan opens 
their new location on 16th. St. in Orange.*****Ribbon cut-
ting held at ‘The Shoe Tree’ in Bridge City. City Manag-
er  C.R. Nash  did  the  honors.*****Bill Boren  is fight-
ing the rainy weather as he tries to complete his apartment 
complex on  Patillo Road  near  Bridge City.*****Terry 
Bridges, former Bridge City baseball star, pitched his first 
game for  Lamar  in a tourney held in  Mexico City.  Ter-
ry  won his first game. *****According to  W.T. Oli-
ver  and  Roy Dunn, gumbo captains of  the  Bridge 
City  gumbo team,  Bridge City, Louisiana,  de-
clared  the  ‘Gumbo Capital of  the  World’  by  Governor 
Edwin Edwards, has challenged the B.C. Texas team to a 
gumbo cook off.  The  Texas  team has accepted 
and the cooking duel will take place in Orange, April 30. 
***** Filing as  Bridge City  school board incumbents 
are Bill Townes, Gus Garza and former teacher Barbara 
Landry. *****Rusty Wilson, Bridge City Distributive Ed-
ucation director, has talked several Rotarians  into judg-
ing D.E. competition to be held in  Port Arthur. Judges 
are  H.D. Pate, Tim Lieby, J.R. Wilson, Barry Wise-
man  and  Ken Wyatt.*****The  number one country song 
is  ‘Near You’  by  George Jones  and  Tammy 
Waynette.*****We discovered our old friend and poet, Pat 
Lavernge, who wrote  the  poem  ‘The Sun Rises on Or-
ange County,’ at the Longhorn Casino, where she is man-
ager. Her last name has changed since she sent Jimmy on 
his way with his cardboard sandwiches. (A very funny sto-
ry.) *****Everyone has a story.  Rev. Leo Anderson  has a 
good one about Elvis. While Brother Anderson was work-
ing for a Monroe, Louisiana, funeral home, he was also 
moonlighting as an emergency ambulance attendant. 
About six months or so before Elvis  died, he performed 
in Monroe. After throwing away a few scarves, Elvis start-
ed kissing some of  the  girls lined up at  the  stage. One 
of the females bit his tongue and it was bleeding a gush-
er.  Leo  put two fingers in a glass, got some ice and 
put  the  cubes on  Elvis’ tongue. His doctor, who arrived 
shortly, complimented Rev. Leo for doing the right thing 
to slow the bleeding.*****This is the first year in many that 
no Bridge City  football players were signed on National 
College Signing Day.  Some may still get an offer some-
where but I haven’t heard of any. We do know that Johnny 
Dishon has signed for a full ride in baseball at LSU. They 
might have told him he could go out for football but I 
wouldn’t bet on it. He will be too big a baseball recruit to 
let on a football field.*****Speaking of sports,  Joe Lou-
is’ boxing gloves, worn in his first historical fight with Ger-
man Max Schmeling  in 1936, were donated last week 
to  the  Smithsonian.  *****Frankie Laine, 93, died last 
week. His name may not register with some of you but 
in  the  late 1940’s and through the 1950’s, us kids of that 
day were entertained by  the  big voice singer. He had a 
string of big hits such as ‘That’s My Desire,’ ‘Mule Train,’ 
‘Jezebel,’ ‘Ghost Riders in  the  Sky,’ ‘I Believe,’ ‘That 
Lucky Old Sun’  and many more. My personal favorite 
and  the  theme song for  the  television show  ‘Raw-
hide’  and  Mel Brooks’  comedy western,  ‘Blazing Sad-
dles.’ Laine was one of the last Italian crooner types. He 
sold more than 100 million records and earned 20 Gold Re-
cords. You could understand every word he sang. 

50 YEARS AGO-1972

Specials at Blanda’s Grocery & Market, 202 Cypress, 
Orange. Freezer meat deals: 5 lbs. pork chops; 5 lbs. ham-
burger; 5 lbs. fryers; 5 lbs. stew meat, $10.45.***Soul Food 
Deal: 5 lbs. port bones; 3 lbs. pig feet; 3 lbs. pig tails; 3 lbs. 
hog jowls, $3.60.***Large eggs, 45 cents dozen.***Seaport 
coffee, 59 cents.*****Wedding bells: Charlotte Ann 
Schexnider and Thomas W. Chiasson will be married 
March 3.*****David Dunn is the new County Court at Law 
judge.*****At a convention in Houston Roy Dunn, who was 
on crutches because of a broken left foot visited with his 
longtime friend Heloise Cruise, national column writer of 
“Hints from Heloise.” Heloise was also on crutches due 
to surgery on her right leg. The two tried to dance but it 
didn’t work out.*****Betty Harmon and Levenia Hryhor-
chuck, two Orange ladies listed in “Personalities of the 
South.”  Editor’s note: Levenia, former tax assessor died a 
few years ago but Betty is still going strong although I 
haven’t seen her in some time.)*****Two local artist, Vir-
ginia Gilbeaux and John Ferguson both celebrated birth-
days. (Editor’s note: Orange County has many artist but 
non any better than those two.) 

A FEW HAPPENINGS

Congratulations to Dr. Mark Messer, who was present-
ed the Building Community Award last Thursday night 
by the Bridge City Masonic Lodge #1345. This is the 
highest award a non-Mason can receive. Dr. Messer is one 
of the pillars of the Bridge City area community.*****Nelda 
and Owen Burton are both fighting COVID. Commis-
sioner Burton said he was just sitting at home minding 
his business when Nelda brought home the Pandemic, ap-
parently from school where she teaches. Owen got a lot 
sicker than she did. That figures. *****My two grandsons 
were betting on the Super Bowl Sunday. I said, “Take the 
points.” The Rams were four-point favorites over the Ben-
gals. LA beat Cincinnati 23-20 in the last minute. In a 
way Orange County has connection to the Rams. When 
36-year-old Sean McVey took over as coach of the Rams 
in 2017 he hired Orange native Wade Phillips to set up a 
defense. Wade was replaced in 2019, however, he and Lau-
rie’s son, Wes Phillips, is tight end coach and is the sec-
ond member of the Phillips family to get a Super Bowl 
ring. His granddad Bum was a native of Orange and I still 
believe something should be done to recognize Bum and 
Wade in Orange County.***** Speaking of Super Bowl, 
we tailgated with the seafood special from Peggy’s Place 
on Cow Bayou. It was great and more than four of us could 
eat. Peggy’s Place wants to apologize to those who had to 
wait for service. The response to their ad in The Record 
was overwhelming. Spotted waiting  for their order was 
pretty Jackie Thurman and husband Butch, Jerry McIn-
nis, one of the Fredrick boys from Mauriceville and sever-
al others, including Phyllis Dunn.*****John Dubose, the 
CPA, came down with the crud that is going around. He 
tested negative for COVID but it’s a bad time in the middle 
of tax season for him to be sick. Also he is helping with his 
daughter JP Joy Dubose Simonton’s election 
campaign.*****President Abe Lincoln was born on Feb-

ruary 21. Our first president, George Washington, was 
born on February 22. In the past we celebrated their birth-
days independently but several years ago the birthdays 
were combined and today we celebrate all presidents on 
February 21.*****All’s good that ends good. My buddy, at-
torney Sharon Bearden had a scare last week; he thought 
he was fixing to buy the farm. When 911 got him to the 
hospital all systems were indicating a heart attack ready to 
happen. After medication and a short hospital stay Sharon 
was declared fit to go. This used to happen to my late 
friend Doug and I would kid him about gas pains. It was a 
busy week for the Bearden’s. Liz had to return to Houston 
Friday for the last check up on her thumb and on Sunday, 
Liz and Sharon marked their 20th wedding anniversary.*****I 
was disappointed to learn that Judge Chad Jenkins didn’t 
deer hunt this year. He and Wendi make the best sausage 
I’ve ever eaten. Before I started to cry however, I learned 
that the Judge has bought up the best pork butts he could 
find, along with some beef clods. He is going to put the 
seasoned ingratiates into sausage and smoke it, as soon as 
he can get Wendi to help of course.*****Just wondering 
why did Gov. Greg Abbott make a quick, unannounced 
photo-op in Orange County over the weekend. I also won-
der what his polling is showing. Can he win without a 
runoff.*****I had a question and consulted the tax office. It 
took Assessor Karen Fisher just three minutes to re-
spond. That’s what makes her such a valuable public 
servant.*****I was glad to hear from our friend Phillip 
Welch. He is always good to visit with. He gets around and 
is always on the know.*****I recently visited with longtime 
friend Judge Flo Edgerly, who served 21 years as the Jus-
tice of the Peace in Pct. 3. She and I fought many political 
battles, some together, others against each other. Flo talk-
ed about how we never ran campaigns that were personal, 
they were run on the issues, experience, qualifications or 
lack of. We never involved a candidate’s family. Flo doesn’t 
attend union meetings much anymore, she and Gene are 
just hanging out.  Did you know for many years Flo’s mom 
was secretary for the J.P. in Pct. 3. The small J.P.’s office is 
still standing in Bridge City on Texas Avenue. No one real-
izes what it once was.

 
BREAUX BIRTHDAYS

A few folks we know celebrating birthdays in the next 
few weeks. Feb. 16: Port Commissioner, the Reliable 
Cleaners guy, our buddy Keith Wallace, turns another 
notch. He’s a year older today. Happy Birthday also to Judy 
Brownlie and Gary Stephens, who turns 59.*****Feb. 17: 
Happy Birthday to Kim Harmon, Mellisa Tuttle, Toni 
Edwards and Ashley Floyd.*****Feb. 18: Longtime friend 
Norman Berry is 82-years-old today. It seems like just a 
couple of years ago I wished him his 69th. Also Happy 
Birthday to Justin Broussard, Jeremy Crocker, Leah 
Gunstream and Charlotte North.*****Feb. 19: Today 
Christy Faulk, Darain Havens, Jason Clark and Martha 
Pittman all celebrate birthdays.***Clay Dunn died on this 
day in 1959.*****Feb. 20: Celebrating today are Ty Brous-
sard, Ron Teaff and Allison Gloyd.*****Feb. 21: A beauti-
ful lady, Roy and Laverne McDonald’s daughter and Dr. 
Servet Satir’s wife Beverley celebrates today. Also cele-
brating are Pauline Stevens and Jim Izer. Today is Presi-
dent’s Day.******Feb. 22: Judge Brint Carlton, Chad 
Boatman and John Cuphy celebrate today.*****If you, a 
friend or loved one is having a birthday or anniversary 
please let us know at 409-735-5305 or the news at there-
cordlive.com.

CAJUN STORY OF THE WEEK

Da young widow  Miss Maude  and her little boy 
child,  Tee-Mac, live way out in da country on da bayou 
near Forked Island. Las week, Miss Maude sent Tee-Mac to 
da bayou to get a bucket of water.  Tee-Mac  say, “Okay, 
Mama, I go me.”

Before long he came running back to da house as fas as 
he can him. Out of breath, he say, “Mama, Mama, I didn’t 
got no water me. A big gator done snatched da bucket rat 
ottua my hand him.”

His Mama say, “Son, you know we got to have some wa-
ter us, to cook wit, to wash wit and to drink. Now  Tee-
Mac, you take dat utta bucket and bring youself back down 
dere and get us some water. Dat alligator was probably as 
scared of you as you was of it.”

“Mama,” Tee-Mac say, “If dat dere gator was as scared of 
me as I was of him, dat water, it ain’t fit to use no.”

 
C’EST TOUT

Welcome to the Good Old Days

Do you realize that only five percent of the population 
alive today, several generations that have come and gone, 
and 95 percent of today’s population never heard of Gene 
Autry, never tasted homemade root beer or smoked a 
corn silk cigarette. They can’t imagine what gas and sug-
ar rationing would be like. They never made a rabbit trap, 
never chased an ice truck for the chips, never had Grand-
ma put a mustard poultice on their chest or an asafetida 
bag around their neck, never sent a penny post card, 
hitched a horse, carried a bucket of water or chewed roof 
tar. They never had a milk cow, never had to drag a cot-
ton sack all day hoping to pick 100 pounds to earn 35 
cents. Never wore cardboard shoes, shirts and dresses 
made from feed sacks and underwear made with flour 
sacks. Most of you reading this missed the Good Old 
Days when you could watch a movie at the theater for 5 to 
8 cents and watch it more than once, get a hamburger and 
fountain drink for 10 cents and 5 cents could get a bus 
ride downtown on Saturday to spend the 35 cents you had 
earned. You knew you weren’t the only one to go barefoot-
ed and only wear shoes on Sunday. Never again will the 
Good Old Day return. That may be a good thing. Possibly 
today’s youngsters, 60 years from now, might say, “The 
2020’s were Good Old Days, we had a democracy and 
constitution and we beat a worldwide pandemic.” *****I’ve 
hung around here way too long and I’ve gotta get gone. 
Thanks for your time. I hope you will read us cover to cov-
er. We have stuff you won’t read elsewhere. Take care and 
God bless.
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Bridge City Mayor David Rutledge, in recognition of his commitment to continuing educations, 
was recently awarded the Texas Municipal League Institute (TMLI) Certified Municipal Official des-
ignation. 

The award was presented at the TMLI Awards ceremony at the Texas Municipal League and Tex-
as Association of Mayors, Council members and Commissioners’ Elected Officials’ Conference on 
recently in Sugar Land. The recognition honors individuals who completed 62 or more continu-
ing education units (CEUs) during the 2021 calendar year and is the top award in the TMLI program.  
The required 62 CEUs included two hours of open government training. Only forty-six elected city 
officials from across Texas were honored with the 2022 Certified Municipal Official designation.

  The TMLI program is designed to enhance the leadership and problem-solving capabilities of 
Texas’ elected city officials. 

Orange Mardi Gras This Weekend
The City of Orange Convention and Visitors Bureau, in partnership with the Greater Or-

ange Area Chamber of Commerce, will be hosting the 18th Annual Mardi Gras Weekend – 
February 18 & 19 at the Riverside Pavilion, located at 708 Simmons Drive. For parade appli-
cations or additional information concerning Mardi Gras weekend, please call the Orange 
Convention and Visitors Bureau at 409.883.1011 or the Greater Orange Area Chamber of 
Commerce at 409.883.3536.

  Deaths & Memorials  
Raymond Lee Campbell, 78, BC

Thusnelda “Mickey” Ellen Stanton, 89

Raymond Lee Campbell, 78, of 
Bridge City, passed away on Feb-
ruary 2, 2022, in Port Arthur. 

Funeral services will be 3:00 
p.m., Saturday, February 12, 
2022, at Claybar Funeral Home 
in Bridge City. Cremation will 
follow services.

Visitation will be from 1:00 
p.m. to 3:00 p.m., Saturday, Feb-
ruary 12, 2022, at Claybar Fu-
neral Home in Bridge City.

Born in Zwolle, Louisiana, on 
October 17, 1943, he was the son of Robert 
Lee Campbell and Catherine N. Campbell. 
After being given 6 months to live in 1992 af-
ter suffering a stroke, Raymond defied all 
odds and lived another 30 years. During his 
time on Earth he impacted many lived with 
his faith in God and fighter spirit. His trust 
in his Lord and Savior carried him through 
all of life’s tribulations.

Raymond always stayed busy and loved 
working on cars. On Sunday’s he could al-

ways be seen crossing Texas Avenue in 
his wheelchair dressed up and carry-
ing his American Flag. Raymond will 
be deeply missed by all those who 
loved him. 

He was preceded in death by his 
loving wife, Linda Campbell; and par-
ents, Robert and Catherine Campbell. 

He is survived by his daughters, Lisa 
Mitchell and Brenda Campbell and 
husband Preston Ratley, all of Bridge 
City; grandchildren, James Campbell, 

Brandi Wilson and Sailor Wilson; 
great-grandchildren, Gavin Lionheart Camp-
bell and Renesamae Dawn Campbell; sib-
lings, Glen Campbell of Orange, Buddy 
Campbell of Orange, Donnie Campbell of 
Orange and Kathy Jones of Orange.

In lieu of flowers memorial contributions 
may be made to the Disabled Veterans Na-
tional Foundation https://www.dvnf.org or 
the Paralyzed Veterans of America at https://
pva.org

Thusnelda “Mickey” Ellen 
Stanton, 89, of Silsbee, passed 
away on February 6, 2022, in 
Silsbee. Funeral services will be 
10:00 a.m., Saturday, February 
12, 2022, at Claybar Funeral 
Home in Orange. Officiating 
will be Pastor Sadie Brink. Burial 
will follow at Dorman Cemetery.
Visitation will begin at 9:00 a.m., 
Saturday, at Claybar Funeral 
Home in Orange.

Born in San Antonio, Texas, on 
October 27, 1932, she was the daughter of Jo-
seph Baetz and Elsie (Davis) Baetz. Mickey 
was a dedicated member of 1st United Meth-
odist Church in Silsbee, and a prior member 
of of St. Mark’s Luther Church in Bridge City 
before Hurricane Ike. She devoted her life to 
charity work through the ministerial alliance 
in Bridge City and serving as a prayer warrior 
for all those around her, whether she knew 
them or not. Her favorite down time was 

spent crocheting. Mickey was known 
for her impeccable sense of humor 
and contagious big laugh. She brought 
joy wherever she went and was loved 
by so many. Mickey was the most in-
credible mother, grandmother and 
great-grandmother, and will forever 
be cherished in the hearts of all who 
loved her. 

She was preceded in death by her 
parents, Joseph and Elsie Baetz; hus-
band, Billy G. Stanton; and sister, 

Alma Geyer. She is survived by her 
children, Shirley O. Stanton and husband 
Mike Godfrey of Shepherdstown, Michael L. 
Stanton and wife Tina of Bridge City and 
Glenda S. Delano and husband Roray of Sils-
bee; eight grandchildren; and five great-
grandchildren. 

Serving as pallbearers will be Jason Dela-
no, Wesley “Butch” Arabie, Frank Arabie, 
Gary Sonier, Donnie Stanton and Kevin 
Keen.

Raymond Campbell

Thusnelda Stanton
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Let Orange County know about your church services.
List them here just $10 per week. Call 735-5305 or 886-7183

Orange County Church Directory

LIKE NEW
AUTOMOTIVE

COLLISION SPECIALIST

Patronize ‘The Record’ Church Sponsors
Become A Sponsor And List Your Business Here To Support Local Church News

Cove Baptist Church
1005 Dupont St. • Orange

Sunday School 9:15 AM / Worship 10:30 AM
Sunday Evening: 6 PM

Wed. Evening 6:30 PM / Wed. Youth Meeting 6 PM
Charles Empey - Interim Pastor

We Love You And God Loves You.

Starlight
Church of God in Christ 

2800 Bob Hall Road • Orange • 886-4366
Pastor: Ernest B Lindsey

Sunday School 9:30 a.m. Worship 11 a.m. and 7 p.m.
Wed. Bible Study - 6 p.m. Worship 7:30 p.m. VIM Youth 6 p.m.

Intercessory Prayer Daily 9:00 a.m.
www.slcogicorange.org

TRINITY BAPTIST CHURCH
ORANGE

1819 16th Street • Orange • 886-1333
We Welcome You To Join Us.

Sunday Morning Worship 11 a.m.
Sunday School 9:45 a.m. Nursury Provided

GOOD SHEPHERD
LUTHERAN CHURCH

945 W. Roundbunch • Bridge City • 409-735-4573
Worship Services: Tradition 9 a.m., Sunday School 10:15 a.m., Contempo-

rary Service 11 a.m., Tuesday Bible Study 10 a.m., Wednesday ‘Compas-
sionate Friends’ 10 a.m., Thursday Bible Study 10:00 a.m.

Pastor Paul Zoch 409-988-3003 - golutheran.org
Our church family invites you to join us.

 We are a friendly, caring church of the future. 

Orange First Church
of the Nazarene

3810 MLK Drive, Orange
Lead Pastor Rev. Brad McKenzie
Worship Director: Alyssa Click

Sunday School 9:45 a.m. 
Worship Service 10:45 a.m. / Wednesday Service 7 p.m.

Ofcnazarene.org or find us on Facebook

St. Paul United
Methodist Church

1155 W. Roundbunch • Bridge City • 409.735.5546
Sunday Morning Traditional Worship: 8:30 a.m.,

Sunday school 9:30 a.m., Praise Worship 10:45 a.m.
(Nursery provided)

Wednesday SPICE 5:30 p.m. Includes meal, bible studies,
children and youth activities. (Nursery provided).
Rev. Mark Bunch Email: office@stpaulfamily.org Harvest Chapel

A Full Gospel Church
1305 Irving St. • West Orange •409-238-3056

Sunday Worship 10 a.m. and 11:00 a.m.
Nightly Service 6 p.m.

Wednesday Night Service: 6 p.m.

Pastor: Ruth Burch

First United Methodist Church Orange
502 Sixth Street    886-7466

10:00 A.M. - BLENDED SERVICE IN THE SANCTUARY
All of our services are also available premiered on:

Facebook at 9:00 a.m. (https://www.facebook.com/FUMCOrangeTX)
or online on our Vimeo Page and YouTube.

SUNDAY SCHOOL FOR ALL AGES 9:00 A.M.
www.fumcorange.org

Pastor: Rev. Lani Rousseau
Director of Music and Fine Arts: Caroline Dennis

200 W. Roundbunch
735-3581

www.fbcbc.org
Sunday schedule: Bible study 9:15 a.m.,

Sunday worship: 10:30 a.m.,
Adult, Youth, Children

Discipleship Classes, Sun. 5:30 p.m.
Wednesday Schedule 6:30 p.m.

Prayer Meeting
Youth & Children’s Activities

Pastor: Keith Royal

Triangle Baptist Church
6446 Garrison at Hwy. 408 Orangefield

“Come Worship With Us”
409-920-3891

Sunday School 10 a.m. Worship Service 11 a.m.
Sunday Evening Service 6 p.m.

Wednesday Service 7 p.m.
We are a KJV independent Baptist Church

Winfree Baptist Church 
19525 Hwy 62 S • 409-735-7181 

Jon Brinlee, Pastor  

 

Sunday: 
Sunday School for all ages - 9:15 am 

Morning Worship - 10:30 am 
Evening Worship - 6:00 pm 

Wednesday: 
Mid-Week Service - 6:00 pm                                                                    

Children & Youth Activities - 6:00 pm  

 

Nursery Provided 

Sunday Service 10 A.M.
Also

Sunday Live Stream 10 A.M. Facebook

673 FM 1078 • Orange • 409-718-0269
Distanced Seating Available, Masks Encouraged 
cowboychurchoforangecounty.com

Youth Bible Studies & Activities Wed 6:30 p.m.

In-person
Sunday Worship & 
Children’s Church 

10:30 a.m.

Video Worship 
Services

posted on our
YouTube Channel

Deweyville First United
Methodist Church

153 County Rd. 4145 • Deweyville • (409) 224-6484
Sunday Worship: 9 A.M.

Pastor: Kelly Sharpton
Email: lks454@aol.com

List Your Church Services Here Each Week
JUST $10 PER WEEK
CALL 409-735-5305
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THE RECORD  SPORTS AND MORE B
OC softball teams hit the diamonds for 2022 season

DAN PERRINE
FOR THE RECORD

We’re covering all the bas-
es this week previewing Or-
ange County high school 
softball teams as the 2022 
season gets underway.

• LCM Lady Bears

Winning is a tradition in 
girls softball at Little Cy-
press-Mauriceville.  The 
Lady Bears are expected to 
be a strong contender again 
this year for a district cham-
pionship and to advance in 
the post season.

Last year was another good 
one for the Lady Bears and 
Coach Dena Adkins.  It was a 
season Adkins said goodbye 
to a few girls she had been 
coaching since they were 
eight-years-old including her 
daughter.

Little Cypress-Mauricev-
ille performed well as a team 
making it into the third 
round of the state playoffs 
before being eliminated by a 
very strong Huffman team.  
“I lost some pretty good tal-
ent, some good hitters, good 
infielders, and pitchers, but I 
think this year’s team will do 
them justice, do them proud,” 
Adkins suggested.

The Lady Bears return sev-
eral key players from last 
year’s team.

• BC Lady Cardinals

A new season has begun for 
the Bridge City Lady Cardi-
nals softball team.  The out-
look is positive with a good 
group of young ladies return-
ing this year at Bridge City.
Last year was a very good one 
for Bridge City.  The Lady 
Cardinals did not really fin-
ish the district where they 
wanted to, but they did make 
the playoffs.  An early exit 
was no fault of the Lady Car-
dinals as they played eventu-
al state champion Liberty in 
the first round and gave the 
Lady Panthers as close a con-
test as the champions would 
have throughout their post 
season run.
The playoff battle with Lib-
erty gave Bridge City the op-
portunity to see what it will 
take to reach that higher lev-
el.  “That’s our goal for this 
program is to be one of those 
powerhouse schools like Lib-
erty, so we were very pleased 
with how it went.  We’re hop-
ing to maybe do a little bit 
better this year, get a little 
deeper, but we were pleased 
with how last season went,” 
Coach Raven Harris of the 
Lady Cardinals replied.
A list of returning Lady Car-
dinals for this season starts 
in the circle with ace pitcher 
Carson Fall who is just a 
sophomore.  Fall is one of the 
strongest arms among the 
pitchers of the outstanding 
district in which Bridge City 
competes and for the entire-
ty of southeast Texas.
Several seniors will lead the 

Lady Cardinals including 
Kaylyn Dosch who has re-
habbed from an injury last 
year.  Dosch is excited to be 
on the field again, and Harris 
is glad to have her back be-
hind the plate catching for 
Fall.
Amaris Larkin is a roving 
centerfielder and is a power-
house as the leadoff batter 
for Bridge City.  Hannah 
Murchinson brings back her 
experience on the varsity to 

help the Lady Cardinals.
Junior Makenna Carey is 
moving from leftfield to fill a 
hole in the infield for the 
Lady Cardinals.  “I feel like 
this year we have a really 
great outfield, and I hope to 
get on base and contribute in 
the middle infield, ” Carey 
said.
Olivia Hornsby spent most of 
last season on the junior var-

H Season Preview: Lady Bears, Lady Cardinals, Lady Mustangs and Lady Bobcats H
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Ava Wright

Carson Fall Makenna Carey Brooklyn Droddy

Shae Fontenot

There’s a vehicle
for everyone at

Roberts
Ford

Proud to be partners with you in
the Orange County community.

NEW OWNERSHIP, NEW BUYING
EXPEIRENCE FOR CAR AND TRUCKER

BUYERS IN ORANGE COUNTY
AND SE TEXAS

Roberts

NEW
INVENTORY
ARRIVING
DAILY

Local People Help Make
Roberts Ford Outstanding

Jonathan Tate
Jonathan served our country six 

years in the U.S. Army including 
three tours overseas. After his military 

duty Jonathan began his career in the auto-
motive business in 2014 making Orange, Texas his 
home. He is an excellent mechanic for Roberts Ford.

2022 FORD
MAVERICK

2022 FORD
RANGER

CERTIFIED PREOWNED
VEHICLES IN STOCK

Before you purchase your next 
new or preowned car or truck 

come see us at Roberts Ford.

$2500
Cash Back
& 0.9% APR
For 36-Months

On Select
Ford Edge
Models*

* OFFER GOOD Until 2/28/2022

    Disclaimer: Program #21302: Not all buyers will 
qualify. Ford Credit limited-term APR financing. Take 
new retail delivery from dealer stock by 2022-02-28. 
See dealer for qualifications and complete details.
    (14064) Program #14064: Take new retail delivery 
from dealer stock by 2022-02-28. See dealer for com-
plete details. Truth in Lending Act Disclosure: Down 
payment will vary with APR and credit. For example, 
0.9% APR with $2,500 down payment provides for 36 
monthly payments of $28.16 per $1000 financed for 
qualified buyers.

See Us At Roberts Ford For More Details.

2022 Ford Edge
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SPARTAN RT-HD
• AVAILABLE IN 54” AND 61”
• ENGINE – FX801V
• 11 MPH TOP SPEED
• FRONT AND REAR
 RADIAL TIRES
• 6” DEEP, REINFORCED
 7 GAUGE
• XTF DECK SYSTEM

SPARTAN RZ-C
• AVAILABLE IN 42”
• ENGINE – KAWASAKI     
FR651
• 5 GALLON FUEL TANK
• 4” DEEP DECK
• 1 ½ X 3” TUBULAR
 WELDED FRAME
• VIBRATION CONTROL DECK SYSTEM
• VERSA GUARD PERSONALIZED
 CONTROL PANEL
• TUFF TORQ 300 SERIES
 HYDRAULIC DRIVE

Up To 0%
Financing

For 48-Months
With Approved Credit

3500 WEST IH-10
ORANGE • (409) 886-1995

3-Year
Warranty

sity.  Hornsby is a senior and 
should be a big help this year 
on the varsity running bases 
and playing the outfield. 

The numbers are good 
with plenty of Lady Cardi-
nals to fill any holes in the 
lineup.  Harris announced, 
“I’ve got a lot of those corps 
kids that will go anywhere 
that you need them to go, 
and that’s been very helpful.   
It’s been helpful to have all 
these kids that are just kind 
of willing to do whatever we 
need them to do.”

Some younger Lady Cardi-
nals will be mixed in with 
the veteran girls to improve 
Bridge City for this season.  
Freshman Brooklyn Droddy 
will probably be the starting 
first baseman.  

Droddy swings a good bat 
and is solid defensively.  
Droddy indicated, “I’m a lit-
tle nervous, but I feel like 
we’re going to do good.  I feel 
like I’m going to be able to hit 
some solid balls and get 
some good plays at first.”

A sophomore Lexi Nugier 
has stepped up in the early 
practices working hard and 
putting in the effort to im-
prove.  This has earned Nu-
gier the starting position at 
third base for the Lady Car-
dinals.  Harris was quick to 
point out the addition of 
Droddy and Nugier makes 
Bridge City solid on the cor-
ners at first and third.

A backup pitcher will be 
junior Kaydence Corkran, 
and she will play a little bit at 
first base.  “I really do have a 
good corps group, we are 
kind of still pretty young so 
that’s very helpful for me in 
the next couple of years for 
sure,” Harris evaluated.

In the first four or five 
games to start this season 
the Lady Cardinals hit more 
hard shots than they did all 
of last season.  Offensively 
Bridge City is doing much 
better.

The return of Kaylyn 
Dosch to the Lady Cardinal 
lineup will be a big impact.  
Dosch was a hole Bridge City 
could not fill when she when 

out with an injury last year.  
She has showed up in the 
preseason and has been very 
productive.

One of the best leadoff hit-
ters that Coach Harris has 
ever had is Amaris Larkin.  
She gets the job done reach-
ing base with her super 
quickness running to first to 
beat out slow rollers and 
bunts.

Runs should be more plen-
tiful for the Lady Cardinals 
this season.  Harris predict-
ed, “I really do think that 
we’re going to have a lot of 
productivity at the plate this 
year.  Just a lot of kiddoes 
coming in focused on being 
productive, moving runners, 
and scoring runs.  That’s 
been very, very good for us so 
far this year, I’m hoping we 
keep riding that wave.”

Everybody in the area 
knows that Carson Fall is the 
real deal as far as outstand-
ing pitchers.  Carson re-
vealed, “I’m just working on 
being efficient, just making 
sure nobody gets on base so 
we have a chance to keep 
them from scoring.”  She is 
doing that by striving to in-
crease the speed and the spin 
on her pitches to throw the 
batters off their game.   

Beyond being a phenome-
nal pitcher Fall is the epito-
me of the kind of kid you 
want in your program ac-
cording to Coach Harris.  
Carson shows up every day 
wanting to get better by 
working hard focused on her 
goals.  “She’s got the stuff, 
but she’s also got the work 
ethic to go with it so that’s 
just been a breath of fresh air 
honestly to have her come 
and kind of set the tone for 
the new kids,” Harris praised.

Two new Lady Cardinals 
will backup Fall in the circle.  
Kadence Corkran will prob-
ably pitch a couple of games, 
and Brooklyn Droddy has ac-
cepted the role as a fill in at 
pitcher.

The goal for the Bridge 
City Lady Cardinals this year 
is to show up each day and 
work hard taking every op-

portunity to get better ac-
cording to Harris.  Another 
hope is to provide their 
pitchers with a relaxed envi-
ronment by giving them 
more run support so the 
pitchers have a little cushion 
and do not feel they have to 
strikeout every opposing 
batter.

Winning is important for 
the Bridge City softball pro-
gram, but Harris indicated 
that is just part of what she 
wants for the Lady Cardi-
nals.  “I want to win games 
and I want these kids to be 
successful, but ultimately I 
want them to leave being 
better people understanding 
that it’s not given to you,” 
Harris concluded.

• Orangefield
  Lady Bobcats

This year is already being 
labeled as a rebuilding year 
for the Orangefield softball 
program.  The Lady Bobcats 
do have some very talented 
girls to fill the lineup in their 
effort to claim another dis-
trict championship.

Last season was probably 
the most successful in school 
history for softball at Or-
angefield.  The Lady Bobcats 
went 22-7 and 11-1 in their 
district to capture first place 
against some great district 
opponents.  The playoffs un-
fortunately led to an early 
exit for the Lady Bobcats in 
the first round.

Coach Rebekah Ragsdale is 
very proud of last year’s team 
and especially the six seniors 

that have graduated.  “A very 
impressive group and a 
group that really worked 
hard capturing a district 
championship.   The six se-
niors came in as freshmen 
together and were all start-
ing by the end of their senior 
season.   Super proud of that 
group, they left their legacy 
on our program, and they 
left it better than they found 
it,” Ragsdale reminded.

There are four Lady Bob-
cats returning starters from 
last year’s district champs 
with which Ragsdale can 
start to rebuild a strong 
team.   Two of them are se-
niors, Madison Hughes and 

Joli Ponfick. 
Hughes has been on the 

varsity all four years and will 
be the starting leftfielder.   
Ponfick likewise is in her 
fourth year on the varsity for 
Orangefield and also plays in 
the outfield.   Ragsdale is 
looking for big senior years 
from both girls and expects 
them to fill big roles as lead-
ers for the other Lady Bob-
cats.

The experience of being a 
four-year varsity player for 
Orangefield has prepared 
Ponfick to be a leader this 
year for the Lady Bobcats.  “I 
love leading this team, and I 
can’t wait to see and excited 

to see how we grow through-
out the season,” Ponfick ad-
mitted. 

Sophomore Abigail Cur-
phey played at first base as a 
freshman.   Curphey will see 
a lot of time in the circle as a 
pitcher for Orangefield this 
year.   Ragsdale plans to use 
Curphey in that role to re-
place Codie Sorge who grad-
uated a year ago.

The other returning start-
er is junior Harleigh Rawls at 
second base who was the 
rightfielder previously.   
Ragsdale is not sure where 
Rawls will be this year, but 
she is a really important part 
of the program and can play 
any position she is asked to 
do.   Rawls responded, “It’s 
going to be real hard for me 
to change places like that, 
I’ve changed all through my 
high school career.   One 
more year is not going to be 
easy, but it’ll show that I have 
confidence in myself.”

Ponfick and Rawls are key 
members leading the suc-
cessful Orangefield Lady 

Harleigh Rawls

Coach Rebekah Ragsdale

Brooklyn Droddy

OC Softball Preview From Page 1B
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Sunday’s 23-20 Super 
Bowl victory by the Los 
Angeles Rams was a 
complete reversal of 
how every playoff game 
ended for the Cincinnati 
Bengals.

For the last six weeks it 
was the Bengals that came 
from behind in the game’s 
closing minutes to win, usu-
ally on a clutch field goal by 
their rookie kicker Evan 
McPherson at the end of the 
game or in an overtime peri-
od.

But on Sunday, it was the 
Rams who came up with 
what will be identified as 
“The Drive” --replacing John 
Elway’s drive in Super Bowl 
32 that beat the Green Bay 
Packers 31-24 in 2000-- that 
produced what proved to be 
the winning touchdown with 
1:25 left in the game. It was 
the latest winning touch-
down in Super Bowl history.

That winning drive by the 
Rams was engineered by vet-
eran quarterback Matthew 
Stafford, who was enjoying 
his “divorce” from the medi-
ocre Detroit Lions where he 
toiled for 12 NFL seasons be-
fore being traded to LA at 
this time last year.

However, the grueling 
work done in this final drive 
was keyed by Rams receiver 
Cooper Kupp, who was the 
unanimous choice for the 
game’s Most Valuable Player.

Kupp made some brilliant 
catches in heavy traffic, but 
the key to the victory in my 
opinion, was his seven-yard 
run from scrimmage on a 
critical fourth-and-one situ-
ation that kept the drive 
alive. He also snagged a 22-
yard pass before grabbing a 
one-yard bullet from Staf-
ford for the winning touch-
down.

The Rams defense finally 
figured out how to stop Joe 
Mixon and Cincinnati’s 
rushing game in the second 
half plus picking up six of 
their seven sacks on Burrow 
by applying 55 per cent pres-
sure on the Bengals’ offense.

But not to be overlooked 
was the brilliant effort by the 
Cincinnati Bengals. They 
caught the Rams defense 
asleep on the first play of the 
second half when quarter-
back Joe Burrow heaved a 
bomb that was grabbed by 
Tee Higgins for a 75-yard 
touchdown that put the Ben-
gals ahead for the first time 
17-13. The play took only 12 
seconds.

The two teams exchanged 
field goals later in the third 
quarter, making the score 
20-16 and setting up the 
Rams’ late heroics.

Cincinnati got tired of 
making the playoffs but not 
getting past the first round 
and fired its head coach Mar-
vin Lewis after 15 seasons 
and hired Zac Taylor after 
the Bengals finished as the 
worst team in the NFL in 
2019. 

And if there is any good 

news about finish-
ing dead last it has 
to be that Cincinna-
ti was entitled to the 
No. 1 overall draft 
pick, which turned 
out to be Heisman 
Trophy winner Joe 
Burrow of the LSU 

national champions.
The Bengals won just a 

handful of games in 2020 
with Burrow’s season fin-
ished when he suffered a se-
rious knee injury.

They weren’t expected to 
do much last season but sur-
prised the NFL world by 
winning their division and 
every playoff game until Sun-
day.

My question is this: Can 

the Houston Texans follow 
in Cincinnati’s footsteps af-
ter hiring 63-year-old Lovie 
Smith last week and make it 
to the Super Bowl in two 
years?

After picking themselves 
up off the floor from laugh-
ing so hard, most shook their 
heads negatively and said 
they may have a new head 
coach with much more expe-
rience but they lack a fran-
chise quarterback like Joe 
Burrow, unless Davis Mills 
continues to develop as rap-
idly 

The key to this situation 
lies on the shoulders of gen-
eral manager Nick Caserio, 
who needs to give Lovie 
much more talent than he 
gave to poor David Culley, 
who was fired unceremoni-
ously in my opinion.

Lovie Smith becomes the 
seventh head coach in fran-
chise history following Dom 
Capers (2002-2005 18-460, 
Gary Kubiak (2006-2013 61-
64), Wade Phillips (2013 0-3), 
Bill O’Brien (2014-2020 52-
48), Romeo Crennel (2020 
4-8) and David Culley (4-13).

Caserio and personnel di-
rector Jack Easterby would 
have been ridden out of town 
on a rail if they selected an-
other person without any 
NFL coaching experience. 

So, Lovie Smith appears to 
be the best of the rest and 
has been with the team for a 
season. Let’s give him some 
NFL talent and a chance to 
use it to produce some wins!!!

KWICKIES…
Former Cincinnati Bengals 

quarterback Carson Palmer 
claims his old team will nev-
er be a perennial powerhouse 

like Kansas City or the Green 
Bay Packers because he says 
the owner is a tightwad and 
won’t continue to put out the 
necessary funding to keep 
top-notch players on the 
Bengals roster on a yearly ba-
sis.

Some of the sports buffs 
on ESPN’s First Take pro-
gram don’t believe that the 
Rams have surpassed the 
Lakers as the No. 1 sports 
team in the Los Angeles area. 
“How can the Lakers still be 
the favorite when they’re five 
games under .500 in the 
NBA Western Conference 
standings?” ask the dissent-
ers. Not that I care, but it 
looks like they have a valid 
point. 

While Super Bowl 56 was 
getting ready to kick off, 
Scottie Scheffler and Patrick 
Cantley were locked up in a 
playoff at the Waste Manage-
ment Phoenix Open which 
was won by Scheffler when 
he sunk a 25-foot birdie putt 
on the third playoff hole.

Veteran NFL running back 
Adrian Peterson, who hails 
from Palestine, TX., was ar-
rested Sunday morning in 
Los Angeles on a felony do-
mestic violence charge on 
board a flight at Los Angeles 
International Airport that 
was bound for Houston. The 
plane turned back toward 
the gate and the FBI was no-
tified after a verbal and phys-
ical altercation between him 
and his wife Ashley. Peterson 
was taken into custody at the 
LA Police Department’s Pa-
cific Division and later re-
leased on a $50,000 bond 
and is scheduled for a hear-
ing at LAX Superior Court 
June 16.

Michael Irvin, who has 
been known to do some 
weird pranks as a player, re-
vealed on first Take about 
the time during extended 
halftime in the Super Bowl 

after all of the Dallas Cow-
boys’ second-half adjust-
ments had been made, he 
told his receivers coach he 
had to go to the rest room 
and instead sneaked down 
the runway to watch Michael 
Jackson perform.

JUST BETWEEN US…
The Super Bowl was only 

over for a couple of hours 
when the Las Vegas sports 
books already had the odds 
out on Super Bowl 57. Fa-
vored to win as usual were 
the Kansas City Chiefs at 13-

2, followed closely by the 
Buffalo Bills (7-1), LA Rams 
(10-1), Cincinnati Bengals 
(12-1) and the San Francisco 
49ers (14-1). Better go place 
your bets before the odds 
change.

KAZ’S KORNER
Joe Kazmar
For The Record

Joe Kazmar

Can Texans follow Bengals path to success?

Houston Texan Head Coach Lovie Smith
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Bobcats basketball team who 
were still competing in the 
state playoffs as the softball 
season began.   Ponfick indi-
cated, “I think with us com-
ing from basketball we have 
a lot of experience and we 
know what winning feels like 
so we want to carry it over.” 

Those two ladies are going 
to fit right in when they re-
turn to the softball field.   
Ragsdale advised, “It’s a big 
puzzle right now, we’re all 
just trying to figure out the 
right pieces.”

Some new pieces that the 
coach hopes to fit into the 
Lady Bobcats lineup are 
sophomores Abby Broussard 
and Ryleigh Clarke.   Rags-
dale thinks Taylynn Sher-
man and Paris Becker are 
both going to be solid role 
players for Orangefield this 
season.

Another player coming off 
the Orangefield ladies bas-
ketball squad when the play-
offs conclude is Greenlea 
Oldham.   Ragsdale looks for 
Oldham to make an impact 
on the diamond as well.

Junior Rylee Dougay is ex-
pected to get more playing 
time this season after being 
on the varsity during her 
sophomore year.   Dougay 
could fill some big roles ei-
ther at shortstop or at second 
base.

Sadie Daigle is a senior in 
her fourth year in the Lady 
Bobcat program.  Daigle will 
finally get her opportunity to 
shine this year.

As mentioned previously, 
Coach Ragsdale expects this 
to be a rebuilding year for 
the Lady Bobcats.   Many of 
the players have seen the 
past and been a part of the 
successes from the last three 
seasons, and they know what 
it will take to build on that 
winning tradition.    

Ragsdale admitted her 
Lady Bobcats are pretty 
young for the most part.   
“We’re excited for this group 
and ready for them to really 
fill in some big shoes and 
some big roles, but it’s finally 
going to be their time shine 
and we’re excited to see what 
they do for us,” Ragsdale 
summarized.

Codie Sorge filled the cir-
cle and the strike zone for 
Orangefield the last four sea-
sons, but she has graduated.   
Pitching duties this year for 
the Lady Bobcats probably 
will be split between at least 
two young ladies instead of 
just one as was done with 
Sorge.

Sophomore Abigail Cur-
phey got a little bit of time 
pitching last season behind 
Sorge in the non-district 
games.  Curphey is expected 
to see a lot more innings in 
the circle this year.

A freshman Alysen Vin-
cent  has Ragsdale super ex-
cited to see what she can do 
as a pitcher.  Vincent moved 
into the Orangefield School 
District a year ago when she 
was in eighth grade.  She will 
be a role player for the Lady 
Bobcats and should get some 
innings in the circle as well.

Curphey was hurt 
throughout the early scrim-
mages for Orangefield forc-
ing the Lady Bobcats to use 
other girls to pitch.   Vin-
cent  threw most of the in-
nings with Abby Broussard 
throwing the remainder dur-
ing the scrimmages.

The injury to Curphey 
should mend before the sea-
son gets very far along.  Rags-
dale announced, “I definitely 
expect Curphey and Vin-
cent to be my two mains.”

The top of the lineup for 
Orangefield should be com-
posed of the four returning 
starters from last season.   
Joli Ponfick, Harleigh Rawls, 
Madison Hughes, and Abi-
gail Curphey all swung big 
bats for the Lady Bobcats last 
year and that is expected to 
continue for the new season.

The offensive strategy will 
be a little bit different this 
season.  The homerun num-
bers will not be as plentiful 
as they were with the likes of 
Codie Sorge, Emma 
Humplik, and Olivia Grant 
all gone.

Ragsdale and the other 
coaches are working with the 
Lady Bobcats on how they 
can manufacture more runs 
with good base running, 
good bunting, and doing all 
the little things to move run-
ners around.  “It’s going to be 
fun to watch them and figure 
out what our best combina-
tion is and what we need to 
do to make sure we’re manu-
facturing runs especially in 
the district that we’re in,” 
Ragsdale analyzed.

Rebuilding year or not, 
Coach Ragsdale steps on the 
field as do her Lady Bobcats 
with the expectation they are 
going to win every night.   
The goal does not change ei-
ther, and that is to win an-
other district championship.

The excitement for Rags-
dale is watching this young 
team grow and predicts that 
the Lady Bobcats’ growth 
will be exponential as the 
season progresses.   “There’s 
so much growth that can be 
had within this group.  Once 
again it doesn’t change what 
we’re going for, it doesn’t 
change a district champion-
ship in our eyes, but it’s go-
ing to be fun to watch how 
much better they get 
throughout the season,” 
Ragsdale concluded.

Orangefield will be one of 
the sites during the Little 
Cypress-Mauriceville and 
Orangefield Softball Tour-
nament.   Games will be 
played Thursday through 
Saturday, February 17-19.   
The Lady Bobcats first game 
is against Beaumont United 
at 1:00 PM at the Orange-
field Softball Field.

• West Orange - Stark
  Lady Mustangs

The West Orange-Stark 
Lady Mustangs have a new 
head coach and are adopting 
a more positive attitude for 
the new season.  Matt Rob-
ertson has been in the West 
Orange-Cove School Dis-
trict for eight years and also 
serves as the head coach of 
the ninth grade football team 
for West Orange-Stark.

In this his first year to lead 
the Lady Mustangs, Robert-
son is pumped up.  Robert-
son was excited when he got 
the news of his new job.  “I 
know this group, this is a 
special group we’re super 
athletic, we can run, we can 
hit, we can field, our pitching 
is going to be much im-
proved.  I’m excited to take 
over, I’m excited to see what 
they do,” Robertson ex-
claimed. 

The good news for Robert-
son in his initial season to 
lead the Lady Mustang pro-
gram is he does not have to 
find very many replacements 
for girls who graduated after 
last year.  Almost all of this 
year’s Lady Mustangs played 
on the varsity some last sea-
son.

Four seniors will be the 
leaders for West Orange-
Stark.  Laila Rhodes, Paris 
Overstreet, Katie Hogg, and 
Laila Mims all have varsity 
experience.  Mims returns to 
the varsity lineup after miss-
ing most of last season.  The 
returning seniors should 
make it easier for the Lady 
Mustangs to get into the 
flow of the game according 
to Robertson.

At first base Katie Hogg 
will be a leading contributor.  
She has been working to im-
prove her bunting technique 
and exuded confidence on 
how much West Orange-
Stark has improved on fun-
damentals through team 
work enhancing the Lady 
Mustangs’ ability to play de-
fensively and offensively.  
Hogg added, “In the dugout 
we all, including myself, 
cheer on each other.”  This 
has created great team spirit 
among the girls.   

Two Lady Mustangs Nata-
leigh Sims and T’Era Garrett 
are the battery of pitcher and 
catcher at West Orange-
Stark.  Robertson said the 
two of them feed off of each 
other.

Rayven Gales played on 
the varsity late last season 
and is much improved play-
ing at third base.  Robertson 
believes Ariel Farris is a little 
spitfire at shortstop for the 
Lady Mustangs.  She can 
move well, she can catch the 
ball, and she can hit it.  Rob-
ertson confirmed, “I expect a 
lot of good things from this 
group, I have high expecta-
tions for them, and I told 
them that, so I hope we’ll do 
well.”

Getting Laila Mims back 
will be huge for the Lady 
Mustangs.  Mims missed last 
year and will be an asset for 
West Orange-Stark with her 
ability to cover so much 
ground in the outfield.

There are some young 
Lady Mustangs that should 
see playing time this season 
with the varsity.  Two sopho-
mores Erika Jordan and Jal-
ynn Guillory have a chance 
to see time on the field for a 
significant number of in-
nings.

With the Lady Mustangs 

being so deep with returners 
on the varsity it will be diffi-
cult for more than a couple 
of freshmen to squeeze into 
the lineup.  One of the fresh-
men Trinity Rine will com-
pete for a spot on the West 
Orange-Stark varsity.

The Lady Mustangs are re-
ally deep with so many tal-
ented young ladies as the 
season is beginning.  “We’re 
senior and junior heavy and 
having those seniors and ju-
niors lead and show those 
young ones how to do it is 
going to be huge for us,” Rob-
ertson reiterated.

Any success West Orange-
Stark has had in the past 
started with hitting and that 
should continue for this sea-
son too.  Coach Robertson 
expects his girls to hit the 
ball well and put runs on the 
board. 

The Lady Mustang offense 
starts with the leadoff batter 
Garrett.  T’Era can bunt, hit 
for power, hit for contact, 
and once she gets on base she 
can run.  

Laila Rhodes will be a mid-
dle of the order power hitter.  
Nataleigh Sims can swing it 
and put the ball in play for 
the Lady Mustangs. 

The rest of the West Or-
ange-Stark lineup is still to 
be worked out with the coach 
trying to figure out who will 
fit where in the batting or-
der.  Robertson asserted, 
“Really one through nine 
we’re going to be tough, I 
think we’re going to be good 
offensively this year because 
we can swing it one through 
nine.”

Pitching is so important in 
girls softball and that means 
the focus will be on Nata-
leigh Sims in the circle for 
the Lady Mustangs.  Sims 
will be the workhorse pitch-

ing most of the innings for 
West Orange-Stark.

Nataleigh has gotten her-
self into great shape for the 
start of the season.  During 
the early scrimmages Sims 
would throw five or six in-
nings before telling Coach 
Robertson she was not tired 
and ready to throw more.  
The movement on her pitch-
es has improved, and she is 
throwing the ball harder.

Another big key for West 
Orange-Stark pitching this 
season is the special connec-
tion between Sims and her 
catcher T’Era Garrett.  “They 
trust one another, they can 
see things that I maybe can’t 
see, and T’Era will advise 
Nataleigh about certain 
traits for different batters.”

The expectations are ad-
mittedly very high for this 
season’s Lady Mustangs.  
Outfielder Paris Overstreet 
gave her opinion of their 
chances.  “I think we’re going 
to do good this year.  We’ve 
made more progress than we 
have in the previous years, 
and we have a great coaching 
staff this year.”   

A reality is West Orange-
Stark competes in a very 
strong district with no weak 
sisters among the opposing 
teams.  The Lady Mustangs 
will be playing most of their 
district games as the under-
dog as far as getting a win.  

Coach Robertson expects 
the Lady Mustangs to be bet-
ter this season.  “I expect us 
to win some games, be com-
petitive with those top tier 
teams.  They’re all so good, 
all so well coached, and we’re 
going to be in for some tough 
games, but I think we’re up 
to the challenge,” Robertson 
concluded.

OC Softball Preview From Page 2B
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HARRY’S APPLI-
ANCES - Used appli-
ances starting at 
$99.95, 302 10th. St. 
(10th. & main) Or-
ange, We also buy 
used appliances, Call 
or come by 409-886-
4111.

House for rent NOW, 
2 BR/1 BA w/LR, K, 
DR & AC/H. Hard-
wood floors, freshly 
painted, quiet area, 
LCM Schools, bus 
stops out front & nev-
er flooded. Stove, 
Fridge, water, trash & 
yard work furnished.  
NO Smoking/No 
Pets/NO HUD, call 
409-883-3619

For Rent 2 bedroom, 
1 bath in Orangefield 
School District.  $850 
month, $500 deposit. 
Call for more info 
409-313-4338

3 Bedroom, 2 bath 
home in Mauriceville. 
Water, Lawn Care, 
Trash pickup includ-
ed. No Pets, No Smok-
ing. Deposit required, 
$1250.00 month.  Call 
409-284-4446 

To a good home, 
fenced yard.  Some-
one who is caring, 
loving and mostly pa-
tient.  2 female dogs 
that were abandoned, 
apprx. 2 yrs old, 1 
brindle  and 1 white.  
Please help them, 
409-882-9320 or 409-
313-4914.

FOR  REN T

A P P L I A N C E S

• Garage Sales
• Birthdays
• For Sale 

• Weddings
• Rentals

• Memorials
• Services  

• Engagements
 

THE RECORD
Community Classifieds

Call 735-5305
• Penny Record Office: 333 West Roundbunch, Bridge City

• County Record Office: 320 Henrietta, Orange
Note: Offices Closed On Wednesday

•  Just $10 For A 30 Word Ad In Both Papers And The Web
•  Classified Newspaper Deadline: Monday 5 P.M. For Upcoming Issue
•  You Can Submit Your Ad ANYTIME Online At TheRecordLive.com

Your ads published in both newspapers,
the County Record and the Penny Record
plus on our web site TheRecordLive.com

ORANGE’S OLDEST HOMETOWN APPLIANCE DEALER                            

 HARRY’S
APPLIANCE & SERVICE, INC.

• FREEZERS • DISHWASHERS 
• REFRIGERATORS • WASHERS & DRYERS

• RANGES • AIR CONDITIONERS
We sell parts for all major brands - We service what we sell!

    409•886•4111 302 10th St.
Orange

FREE LOCAL 
DELIVERY

SI NC E  19 6 3

Stakes Electric
COMMERCIAL • RESIDENTIAL
OLD HOMES • LED UPGRADES

ALL UNDERGROUND

409-749-4873
Licensed

Customer: #25151  Master: #14161

PETS

HELP 
WANTED

FULL TIME &
PART TIME

GROCERY STOCKERS
GROCERY CHECKERS 

- DELI WORKERS

APPLY IN PERSON 
ONLY  - NO PHONE 

CALLS PLEASE!

K-DAN”S
SUPER FOODS _ 

9604 FM 105

DANNY’S SUPER FOODS

2003 Western

BIRTHS  
ENGAGEMENTS  

LEGALS
WEDDINGS  

MEMORIALS  
ANNIVERSARIES     

Please call us at 
409-735-5305 

or 
409-886-7183

NOTICE TO
CREDITORS

NOTICE TO
CREDITORS

YOUR CARD AD HERE!
409-886-7183 

NOTICE TO
CREDITORS

BUSINESS CARD LISTINGS  409•886•7183 or 409•735•5305

NOTICE: Vehicle stored at 
Gilbeaux’s Towing and 

Transport Inc. 058449  VSF
16527 Hwy 62 S. 

Orange, TX 77630
PH (409) 886-0007

Total charges cannot be computed until 
the vehicle is claimed, storage charges will 
accrue daily until the vehicle is released. 
Must demonstrate proof of ownership and 

pay current charges to claim vehicle..
www.tdlr.texas.gov

Vin#KNDJD733445275080
04 KIA
OWED $654.14

NOTICE TO
CREDITORS

TRACTOR 
WORK

• Bush Hogging  
• Water 

• Dirt & Shell  
  • Sewer

• Electrical  
• Digging Services

LOCAL
409-670-2040

American 
Legion Post 49
409-886-1241

Hall Rental

VISIT  & READ US AT
T HERECORDL I VE .COM

L E G A L  N O T I C E S

PROCESS BY PUBLICATION (OTHER)

STATE OF NORTH CAROLINA
ROCKINGHAM COUNTY

To:  James Villadsen, the Respondent herein:

TAKE NOTICE that a pleading has been filed against you in 
the above-entitled action.  The nature of the relief being sought is 
as follows:  PETITION FOR LEGITIMATION

  The petition of JARED PARKER ASHLEY, Petitioner, was 
filed in the GENERAL COURT OF JUSTICE SUPERIOR 
COURT DIVISION on December 20, 2021,  against Cristin 
Villadsen, James Villadsen and Liam Alfred Ashley, a minor 
child, numbered 21 SP 171 and entitled Notice of Service of 
Process by Publication.   The suit requests Petition for 
Legitimation.

You are required to make defense to such pleading not later 
than forty days from the date of the first publication and upon 
your failure to do so, the Petitioner will apply to the Court for 
the relief sought.

This the 20th day of December, 2021.
     
                    KHAN LAW FIRM, PLLC

Rachel Stariha, Esq (N.C. Bar #54569)
Shahzad Khan, Esq. (N.C. Bar #53515)

Attorneys for Petitioner
502 S. Scales Street

Reidsville, NC 27320
336-905-4705

shahzad@thekhanlawyers.com

NOTICE TO
CREDITORS

NOTICE TO
CREDITORS

Notice is hereby 
given that original 
Letters Testamentary 
for the Estate of 
SUSAN DUPRIE 
SK IN NER a ka 
SUSAN CLAIRE 
SKINNER,  Deceased, 
were issued on January 
31,, 2022, in Cause 
No. P19202, pending 
in the County Court at 
Law of Orange County, 
Texas, to: KEVIN 
WAYNE SKINNER 
and KYLE MICHAEL 
SKINNER.

All persons having 
claims against this 
Estate which is cur-
rently being adminis-
tered are required to 
present them to the 
undersigned within 
the time and in the 
manner prescribed by 
law.

c/o:  
James R. Dunaway
Attorney at Law
P.O. Box 100
Orange, TX 
77631-0100

Dated the  9th day of 
February, 2022.

James R. Dunaway
James R. Dunaway

Attorney for:
KEVIN WAYNE SKINNER 
and  KYLE MICHAEL 
SKINNER

State Bar No.: 06208000 

P.O. Box 100                                                        

Orange, TX 77631-0100

jrdunaway@sbcglobal.net

Notice is hereby 
given that original 
Letters Testamenta-
ry for the Estate of 
ALICE ODELIA 
COLE, Deceased, 
were i ssued on 
FEBRUARY 8, 
2022, in Cause No. 
P19300, pending in 
the County Court at 
Law of Orange 
County, Texas, to: 
MARY ALICE 
HARTSFIELD.

All persons having 
claims against this 
Estate which is cur-
rently being adminis-
tered are required to 
present them to the 
undersigned within 
the time and in the 
manner prescribed 
by law.

c/o:
Paul M. Fukuda
Attorney At Law
312 Border Street
Orange, TX  77630

DATED the  8th day of 
February, 2022.

Paul M. Fukuda
Paul M. Fukuda  

           
Attorney for:
M A RY A L I C E 
HARSTFIELD
State Bar No.: 00789915
312 Border Street
Orange, TX 77630
Phone:(409)883-4357

Fax: (409)883-6263
Email: pfukudalawoffice@
yahoo.com

Notice is hereby 
given that original 
Letters  Testmentary 
for the Estate of 
JOANN HENSON,   
Deceased, were 
issued on the 
FEBRUARY 8, 
2022, in Cause No. 
P19299, pending in 
the County Court 
at Law of ORANGE 
County, Texas, to: 
TRAVIS HENSON.

All persons having 
claims against this 
Estate which is cur-
rently being adminis-
tered are required to 
present them to the 
undersigned within 
the time and in the 
manner prescribed by 
law.

c/o:  Tommy Gunn
Attorney at Law
202 S. Border Street
Orange, TX 77630

Dated the 8th day of 
February, 2022.

Tommy Gunn
   Tommy Gunn
    
Attorney for: 
TRAVIS HENSON
State Bar No.: 
08623700 
202 S. Border Street                                                         
Orange, TX 77630
Phone: (409)882-9990
Fax: (409)882-0613
Email:tommy@
gunnlaw.org

Notice is hereby given 
that original Letters 
Testamentary for the 
Estate of DARLENE T. 
READ, Deceased, were 
issued on FEBRUARY 
9, 2022, in Cause No. 
P19279, pending in the 
County Court at Law of 
Orange County, Texas, 
to: JERRY D. TENNISON 
and KIRBY W. READ.

All persons having 
claims against this Estate 
which is currently being 
administered are required 
to present them to the 
undersigned within the 
time and in the manner 
prescribed by law.

c/o:  
Barron Law Office, PLLC

P.O. Box 279

Orange, TX 

77631-0279

Dated the  10th day 

of February, 2022.

George B. Barron
George B. Barron   

Attorney for Executors

State Bar No.: 01817500 

P.O. Box 279                                                         

Orange, TX 77631-0279

Notice is hereby 
given that original 
Letters Testamentary 
for the Estate of TED 
NEAL TOWNES, 
Deceased, were issued 
on OCTOBER 25, 2021, 
in Cause No. P19194, 
pending in the County 
Court at Law of Orange 
County, Texas, to: LYDIA 
BETH TOWNES.

All persons having 
claims against this Estate 
which is currently being 
administered are required 
to present them to the 
undersigned within the 
time and in the manner 
prescribed by law.

c/o:  
Barron Law Office, PLLC

P.O. Box 279

Orange, TX 

77631-0279

Dated the  15th day 

of February, 2022.

George B. Barron
George B. Barron   

Attorney for Executrix

State Bar No.: 01817500 

P.O. Box 279                                                         

Orange, TX 77631-0279

NOTICE TO
CREDITORS

Notice is hereby given 
that original Letters of 
Administration for the 
Estate of LUTHER 
LAMAR ANDREWS 
Deceased, were issued 
on FEBRUARY 7, 2022, in 
Cause No. P19234, pend-
ing in the County Court at 
Law of Orange County, 
Texas, to: PAMELA SUE 
ANDREWS.

All persons having 
claims against this Estate 
which is currently being 
administered are required 
to present them to the 
undersigned within the 
time and in the manner 
prescribed by law.

c/o:  
Barron Law Office, PLLC

P.O. Box 279

Orange, TX 

77631-0279

Dated the  10th day 

of February, 2022.

George B. Barron
George B. Barron   

Attorney for Executrix

State Bar No.: 01817500 

P.O. Box 279                                                         

Orange, TX 77631-0279

Notice is here-
by given that 
origina l Letters 
Testamentary for the 
Estate of LONNEY 
L . LAWRENCE 
a ka LON N EY 
LEE LAWRENCE ,  
Deceased, were issued 
on February 7, 2022, 
in Cause No. P18995, 
pending in the County 
Court at Law of Orange 
County, Texas, to: 
BILLY LAWRENCE.

All persons having 
claims against this 
Estate which is cur-
rently being adminis-
tered are required to 
present them to the 
undersigned within 
the time and in the 
manner prescribed by 
law.

c/o:  
James R. Dunaway
Attorney at Law
P.O. Box 100
Orange, TX 
77631-0100

Dated the  8th day of 
February, 2022.

James R. Dunaway
James R. Dunaway

Attorney for:
BILLY LAWRENCE

State Bar No.: 06208000 

P.O. Box 100                                                        

Orange, TX 77631-0100

jrdunaway@sbcglobal.net
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