
Experience walked in Or-
ange County Precinct 3 and 
money talked in Orange 
County Precinct 2.

Joy Dubose-Simonton won 
her third term as Precinct 3 
Justice of the Peace Tuesday 
night, squeaking past parale-
gal Candice Conroy Steele, a 
two-time challenger.

In the other contested Or-
ange County race, Chris 
Sowell was not just the top 
vote-getter in a five-man 
race for the County Com-
missioner job representing 
Precinct 2. He avoided a run-
off with an overwhelming 
59.7 percent of the 2,846 
votes cast.

Dubose-Simonton beat 
Steele by 150 votes out of a 
total of 2,676 votes cast, 
1,413 to 1,263, or 52.8 per-
cent to 47.2.

Sowell spent more money 
than all his opponents com-
bined and his saturation ad-
vertising, detailed planning 
and steady campaigning saw 
him gain more votes than all 
his opponents combined.

Tuesday night’s totals in 
the Republican Primary were 
1,698 votes for Sowell, and 
1,148 for the rest.

Sowell avoided a runoff 
with 59.7 percent of the vote 
and a 46-point win over run-
nerup Matt Chandler, a for-

mer Pinehurst Mayor Pro-
Tem who garnered 13.5 per-
cent of ballots cast.

Orange County roadwork-
er Robert “Robby” Lunsford 
finished third with 10.8 per-
cent of the vote, while ranch-
er Shawn Hare finished with 
9.8 percent and plant opera-
tor Jude Graffagnino got 6.3 
percent.

The 45-year-old president 
of the Mauriceville Heritage 
Association, Sowell raised 
$18,000 in contributions and 
spent at least $20,000 on his 
campaign, according to the 
latest candidate finance re-
port dated a week ago.

Hare raised $6,000 and 
spent $9,000 while Lunsford 
reported contributions of 
$5,000 and expenses of 
$4,000.

Chandler’s Jan. 31 filing, 
his last timely filing, showed 
$600 in fund-raising, $5,000 
in spending. Graffagnino’s 
Feb. 21 report, his only filing 
of the campaign, showed 
zero contributions and 
$1,300 of expenses.
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The city of Orange is start-
ing the new year with a con-
tinuation of new construc-
tion and remodeling. Build-
ing permits issued during 
the first month included an 
$8.6 million new building for 
a medical center plus the city 
spending $285,000 for the 
HVAC system in the new 
recreation center under con-
struction at 1405 Orange Av-
enue, the site of the former 
natatorium.

The construction for the 
Gisela Houseman Medical 
Campus is ongoing in the Ea-
gle Point development area 
at the southeast area by the 
intersection of Interstate 10 
and Texas Highway 62.  
Houseman donated land and 
the City of Orange Economic 

Development Corporation 
has helped with incentives, 
including laying water and 
sewer lines to the area.

The city is paying for con-
struction of the $2.9 million 
new recreation center and 

has announced it should be 
open in the summer. The 
city has advertised to hire a 
recreation director.

The company SHC LLC re-
ceived a permit for $125,000 
in remodeling for a motel at 

4402 27th Street off Inter-
state 10 West.

Businessman Ron D.  
McAnelly received a permit 
for an interior build-out val-
ued at $81,000 for Triangle 
Rescue, 3875 Interstate 10. 
That is another business that 
has continued to expand af-
ter the cities EDC helped it 
start with an earlier grant.

Other commercial permits 
include $20,000 for remodel-
ing at 603 16th Street, a for-
mer lube shop between 
Green Avenue and Park Ave-
nue. The company is 7th 
Street Grocery, which is 
based in the Golden Triangle 
and has tobacco stores in 
other cities.

Starlight  Church of God, 
2800 Bob Hall Road, received 

Building permits project growth

In the last half of 2021, 
Dade Phelan, Orange Coun-
ty’s State representative, 
raised $1.5 million in cam-
paign funds and spent about 
every penny of it on cam-
paign expenses.

But the Beaumont-based 
Republican has no one run-
ning against him in 2022.

Talk about money for 
nothing.

But don’t pine for Phelan, 
who hasn’t had an opponent 
since 2014, the first of his 
now five elections to the 
Statehouse.

He is still sitting on nearly 
$5 million in political con-
tributions, according to 
year-end filings with the 
Texas Ethics Commission.

Phelan has raked in $6.9 
million in donations since 
Nov. 4, 2020, when he an-
nounced he had secured 
enough pledges to be elected 
Speaker of the House of Rep-
resentatives for last year’s 

87th Texas 
Legislature 
session.

As the 
third most 
powerful 
person in 
state govern-
ment, Phelan 

received $4,299,203 in polit-
ical donations in the final six 
weeks of 2020.

He bagged up 914 dona-
tions from Nov. 20, 2020 
through Dec. 31 of that year, 
with more than half the 
money -- $2.4 million – 
coming from 417 donations 
by businesses or political ac-
tion committees.

Of course, no one can keep 
up with Gov. Greg Abbott as 
he goes for a third four-year 
term in November. He has 
collected $58.3 million since 
July of 2021 and had $49.8 
million on hand in mid-Feb-
ruary, his last report avail-
able on the Ethics Commis-
sion website.

Abbott had no fewer than 

Opponent-less
Phelan campaign 
raises $6.9M

Sowell wins 
big, JP cuts
it close

The previous occupant’s 
University of Texas Long-
horns golf bag has been re-
placed by a Texas A&M di-
ploma belonging to a man 
who used to be a golf pro.

Brent Walker’s course to 
being the new city manager 
for the City of Bridge City 
has been full of doglegs and 
tricky reads.

But the Panhandle native 
who grew up on the grass-
lands beneath Kansas’ Flint 
Hills, thinks he has found his 
sweet spot in Southeast Tex-
as.

“I’ve really been looking 
for a place to call home and I 
like fishing and being out-
side,” he said. “Bridge City 
has been great.”

Walker is replacing Silsbee 
native Jerry Jones, who had 

worked for Bridge City for 
about two decades before re-
cently retiring.

When hired by Bridge City 
in January, Walker was in his 
fourth year as assistant city 
manager in Dalhart, Texas, a 
city of 8,000 located near the 

borders of Oklahoma and 
New Mexico.

The five previous years, he 
served as Dalhart’s finance 
director.

His parents were high 
school sweethearts in Dal-
hart, Walker said, and he has 

a large number of relatives 
there.

But his father was a 
preacher and the family 
moved around a lot until his 
father went to work at Man-
hattan Christian College in 
Manhattan, Kansas.

Walker spent most of his 
youth in what some call the 
Little Apple. He attended 
Kansas State and Manhattan 
Christian College.

“What I really wanted to 
be was a golf pro,” he said.

And he was.
He was assistant pro and 

course superintendent, 
teaching golf lessons at the 
Thorncreek Golf Course 
outside of Denver, Colorado. 
He also worked with the First 
Tee program for junior golf-
ers, which was run by Denver 
Parks & Rec.

The construction for the Gisela Houseman Medical Campus is 
ongoing in the Eagle Point development area.
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New BC manager follows winding course

Brent Walker, the new city manager for Bridge City, said he is 
looking to retire here after a life of twists and turns.
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Orangefield ISD held their February board meeting this week and Dr. McAlpin presented Bravo Awards to band and choir students that 
are advancing to state. Pictured with Dr. McAlpin are: Grant Valka, Cain Hawthorne, Josh Eckerle, Camden Harrelson, Madeleine Wer-
nig, Sadie Prouse, Owen Meyer and Jeanna Ingram. (Not Pictured: Winnie Ou, Adam Tsan and Josh Gossett)

H Orangefield band members advance to state  H
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All politicians have egos, 
particularly after winning a 
hard-fought election battle.  
I must confess, I too was 
pumped up quite a bit after 
winning my election to the 
state Senate. It was enforced 
by the fact that I had been in-
vited to be the parade mar-
tial at the pre-rodeo festivi-
ties in Liberty, Texas. 

I was told to dress western; 
so I put on my finest cowboy-
looking coat, hat and cowboy 
boots.  As I arrived in Liber-
ty for the parade, I was as-
signed to sit atop a Cadillac 
convertible and lead the pa-
rade.

 It is truly ego boosting to 
ride through a crowd of peo-
ple wishing you well, waving 
high-fives and obviously 
feeling you are an important 

person.  A little later, howev-
er, I had a serious come-

down.
As we reached the end of 

the parade route, I was to 
exit my ‘chariot’ and ascend 
the platform of the reviewing 
stand for my final farewell to 
my new-found fame in Liber-
ty.  As I crossed the court-
house grounds, I was ap-
proached by beautiful young 
lady who was very provoca-
tively dressed. 

Having a pretty face and 
huge blue eyes, she looked at 
me and asked, “Are you really 
Senator Parker?”  Puffed up 
beyond belief, I filled my 
chest with pride and said, “I 
sure am.” 

Expecting some adoring 
conversation from this new-
found fan, I was shocked 
when she looked up at me 
and said, “You sure look a lot 
fatter in person than you do 
in your pictures.”

Carl Parker has practiced 
law in Port Arthur since 
1958. He is a 1958 graduate 
of the University of Texas 
School of Law. Elected to 
the Texas House of Repre-
sentatives in 1962 and the 
Senate in 1976. 

FREE
Hearing

Screening
Call 

today!

Call Monday - Friday • 9 am - 5 pm

1-888-464-8896
Orange • 105 Camellia Ave.
Nederland • 2190 Hwy 365 

Beaumont • 6656 Phelan Blvd.
*SUBJECT TO CREDIT APPROVAL. NOT AVAILABLE WITH ANY OTHER DISCOUNTS, OFFERS, OR PRIOR PURCHASES. **$795 BASED ON PURCHASE OF 2 AIDS. CALL FOR DETAILS. 

. . .Where  techno logy  meets  t rad i t ion .

brown
HEARING CENTERS

Beaumont • Nederland • Orange • Bay City • Bastrop • Gonzales 
Cedar Park • Kirbyville • Lake Jackson • Lumberton • Trinity

www.BrownHearingCenters.com 

WE ACCEPT MOST MAJOR INSURANCES. ASK ABOUT OUR SPECIAL FINANCING OPTIONS* 

During this special hearing care event, you will receive a FREE Otoscopic Exam.

Is it HEARING LOSS or just EARWAX?

You will be able to find out if any conditions, such as wax buildup or 
eardrum damage, are affecting your hearing. If you currently own hearing 
instruments, we will clean and check them in our office FREE OF CHARGE.

This FREE Otoscope 
exam could reveal such 
common problems as:

• Excessive wax build-up
• Damage to eardrum
• Other conditions

NOW
 YOU SEE IT! NOW

 YOU DON’T

Life sounds better with clear hearing
Dear Neighbor,
You have been selected to participate in this Special Hearing Care Event 
at Brown Hearing Centers. For a limited time, you can preview the next 
generation in hearing instrumentation with professional and personalized 
care from a licensed hearing aid specialist.
Call today and schedule your no-risk, complimentary hearing screening!
During Brown Hearing Centers’ Special Hearing Care Event, you will receive 
a FREE Video Otoscope Exam to look inside your ear canal using the latest 
Fiber-Optic technology.
See for yourself if any conditions, such as wax or eardrum damage, are 
affecting your hearing.
You will also receive a FREE Hearing Screening to assess your current 
hearing situation and find out if you are a candidate for the latest in digital 
hearing devices.
If you currently own hearing instruments we will clean and check them in our 
office FREE OF CHARGE.

Relax and enjoy 
every detail.

Stylish to wear.
Convenient to use.

Easy to hear.

Texas residents may
qualify for a FREE

Tablet • Smartphone • Amplified Phone

For hearing loss up to 35 dba

$795**each

Reg.
$995

WE ACCEPT MOST MAJOR INSURANCES. ASK 
ABOUT OUR SPECIAL FINANCING OPTIONS* 

Mini 
BTE

American Legion, Post #49 Fish 
Fry Lunch set for Thursday

The American Legion, Post #49 located at 
108 Green Ave. in Orange will be having a 
fish Fry lunch on Thursday, March 3rd.  The 
meal will consist of Fish, Potato Salad, Cole-
slaw,  Green Beans with Pickles, Onions, 
Bread and Dessert for $10.00 each.

If you wish to place an order, please do so 
on Wednesday, March 2nd or for orders to go 
on Thursday, March 3rd call before 9 am.  
The number to call is 409-886-1041.

Donations of used books for 
AAUW booksale

Donate your used books to the “AAUW”, 

American Association of University Women, 
Booksale.  All proceeds will fund local schol-
arships for High School girls in Orange 
County.  Drop-off locations are Mann Insur-
ance located at 1505 W. Park Ave., Maximil-
lian Hair Designs at Northway Shopping 
Center or call Barbara at 409-745-1833.  
Books may be dropped off until March 15th.

Dementia Support Group 
The Dementia Care Givers’ Support Group 

meets at St. Francis of Assisi Catholic 
Church, Canticle Building, 4300 Meeks 
Drive in Orange on the following days and 
times: Second Wednesday of every month at 
10:00 a.m., and Second Thursday of every 
month at 6:30 p.m..

TheRecordLive.com
Round The Clock Hometown News

Offices Closed On Wednesday. 
Didn’t Get Your Paper? Call 735-5305.

The Record
Newspapers

The Record Newspapers- The County Record 
and the Penny Record- are published on Wednes-
day of each week and distributed free throughout 
greater Orange County, Texas. The publications 
feature community news, local sports, commen-
tary and much more. Readers may also read each 
issue of our papers from our web site

TheRecordLive.Com. 

County Record: 320 Henrietta St., Orange, Texas 77630
Penny Record: 333 W. Roundbunch, Bridge City, Texas 77611

News Tips and Photos
886-7183 or 735-5305

E-mail: news@therecordlive.com

of Orange County, Texas

CARL PARKER
For The Record

Politicians Watch Your Ego  Deaths & Memorials  
Kenneth P. Ruane, 80, Orange

Kenneth P. Ruane, 80, passed 
away on February 20, 2022.

 Ken leaves three children: 
David Ruane of Shaker Heights, 
OH, Denise Ritossa and Robert 
of Kirtland, OH, and Dan Ruane 
of Nashville, TN, and two 
grandsons, Ryan and Nicholas 
Ritossa of Kirtland, OH.

 Ken was an avid marathon 
runner. He qualified and com-
peted in the Cleveland and Bos-
ton races and many races in Houston, TX. 
Ken always enjoyed a top rung finish in his 
age group. He also qualified and competed in 
the Senior Olympics in track and field in CA. 
Ken’s favorite sport was golf. He was a mem-

ber of the Sunset Grove Country Club 
for over 40 years, and served as an of-
ficer for the golf league.

 Ken worked at Dupont from the age 
of 18 until 1998. Ken achieved an en-
gineering degree from Fenn College of 
Cleveland State University in 1973.

 Ken graduated with honors achiev-
ing magna summa cum laude status. 
He was stationed at plants located in 
Cleveland, Nashville, and Orange. Af-

ter retirement from Dupont, Ken 
rounded out his professional career as an ad-
junct instructor in LIT-Technology at Lamar 
University.

 Cremation will be under the direction of 
Claybar Funeral Home in Orange.

Kenneth Ruane

Richard John Dartez, 84, Bridge City
Richard, 84, of Bridge City, 

passed away on February 24, 
2022.

He was a devoted husband, fa-
ther, and grandfather. He was 
born August 13, 1937, in New 
Iberia, Louisiana, to Mildred 
and Joe Dartez. Richard held 
tight to his cajun roots all of his 
life, enjoying everything associ-
ated with it.

He lived in Bridge City, Texas 
over 40 years and created a life with his wife 
and two daughters. He was a proud dad who 
supported his children by engaging in their 
activities. Richard worked as a pipefitter and 
welder in a local refinery. He retired to enjoy 
life on his ranch raisingcattle and gardening. 
He was an avid people person and would en-

gage anyone in conversation. He en-
joyed the cajun joke of the day and 
shared it with others.

He was preceded in death by his fa-
ther, mother, sisters, brothers, and 
son-in-law.

Left to cherish his memory are his 
loving wife of 54 years, Marilyn; 
daughters, Aimee and Alana; grand-
daughters, Peyton and her husband 
Hunter (honorary grandson), Nicole 

and Marilyn; grandson, Phillip; and 
son-in-law, Charles. A celebration of life will 
be held at a later date.

In lieu of flowers, the family is asking for 
donations to an organization very dear to 
Richard, Catholic Charities Hospitality Cen-
ter at 2780 Eastex Freeway, Beaumont, Texas 
77703

Richard Dartez

Free diapers
at ‘First
Saturday’
FBC 

First Saturday at First Bap-
tist of Bridge City will again 
be giving away all sizes of di-
apers Saturday, March 5th 
from 10 to 11 a.m. in the 
church parking lot located at 
200 W. Roundbunch Rd. in 
Bridge City.  Children and 
adult Bibles will also be avail-
able free. 

We want to pray with you 
about your concerns and es-
pecially for you and your 
baby. Diapers will be avail-
able for expectant moms as 
well.  We hope to see you 
there.

“Everybody 
Reads

The Record!”
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a permit for a $94,000 re-
roofing project. And a per-
mit for a $40,000 cell tower 
upgrade at 2910 Enner Road 
was issued. 

After recent major hurri-
canes and tropical storms 
have led to power outages, 
people in Orange have been 
installing generators at their 
homes. The city in January 
gave 13 permits for electrical 
hook-ups to generators and 
11 permits for gas hook-ups 
to generators.

Solar power continues to 
grow and every month more 
people are using the clean 
energy.  Four residents re-
ceived permits in January to 
install solar systems to their 
electrical systems.

New houses are being built 
at 2205 Sixth Street, 1410 S. 

Hart Avenue, 1902 11th 
Street, 1602 Second Street, 
and 745 Old Timers Road.  
More new houses are being 
occupied as electrical ser-
vice was added to new homes  
at 3302 Rolling Ridge Drive, 
2720 Allie Payne Road, 2740 
Allie Payne Road,  2202 
Westway, and 1410 S. Hart 

Avenue.
Orange has also worked at 

removing dilapidated build-
ings that have become eye-
sores. Demolition permits 
were issued for 208 College, 
2308 Oak Lane, 1410 Hart, 
802 Bilbo, and 333 Echo 
Loop.

Building permits project growth From Page 1

New BC manager Brent Walker From Page 1

Political campaign financing From Page 1

But golf is not a year-round 
sport in Colorado, because of 
the weather.

Walker took a part-time 
job in banking with Wells 
Fargo.

Eventually, he became li-
censed to sell securities and 
worked for Wells Fargo for 
eight years, at stops from 
Texas to the East Coast.

When Wells Fargo and 
Wachovia banks merged, his 
bosses sent him on the road 
to teach Wachovia bankers 
“the Wells Fargo system.”

A yearn for family brought 
Walker back to Dalhart to 
work for a small bank. The 
city’s finance department 
found him there.

“A career has a mind of its 
own,” he said.

Walker has a master’s de-
gree in public administra-
tion from Texas A&M, a cer-
tificate in public finance 
from Texas Tech and a Class 
C water license.

He’s a member of the Tex-
as City Management Associ-
ation and is the current Pres-
ident of the Government Fi-
nance Officers Association 
of Texas.

Walker says windblown 
fires caused the big disasters 
in the Panhandle.

“We didn’t have hurri-
canes,” he said. “I’m not sure 
what six feet of water is like. 
It only rains about eight 
inches a year in West Texas.

“But the procedures, how 
you set up emergency man-
agement, is all the same 
thing. All cities are different, 
but there are a lot of similari-
ties as well.”

Walker says he like the way 
Orange County city manag-
ers work together.

“When COVID happened, 
and the federal money start-
ed coming in, they all called 
each other to figure out the 
best ways to deal with that.”

The new city manager has 

been busy meeting city em-
ployees and familiarizing 
himself with city policies 
and ordinances.

“I know water wells are a 
big part of what we’re look-
ing at. Drainage is priority in 
the future, along with some 
of the infrastructure and 
some of the growth and de-
velopments lined up to come 
in.”

Walker believes in being 
proactive.

“I want to put together a 
new master plan for the city,” 
he said. “With the growth 
happening now and continu-
ing to happen.

“Chevron Phillips coming 
in over the bridge could 
mean 500 jobs and 5,000 
construction jobs and a lot of 
sales tax up and down Texas 
Avenue.

“Of course, that’s a good 
problem to have.”

seven opponents in the 
March 1 Republican Primary 
but -- if money talks -- ap-
peared headed past them for 
a likely date with El Paso 
Democrat and former U.S. 
Representative Beto 
O’Rourke in November.

State Sen. Robert Nichols, 
the Jacksonville Republican 
who represents Orange and 
18 other East Texas counties 
in his District 3, has taken in 
$505,000 in this election cy-
cle while spending $523,000, 
according to TEC.

Nichols has a $2 million 
war chest from funds un-
spent in previous campaigns.

A Lamar University-
trained engineer who’s a for-
mer mayor of Jacksonville, 
Nichols spent about $1.5 
million in winning his first 
election in 2006, garnering 
54 percent of the vote in a 
four-man Republican prima-
ry.

About half of that $1.5 
million came from his per-
sonal loans to his 2006 cam-
paign, since repaid.

Nichols has never had op-
ponents for both the primary 
and general elections in the 
same year and he’s won his 
four elections since 2006 by 
at least 38 points. Nichols is 
running unopposed in the 
Republican Primary but fac-
es Democrat Steve Russell in 
November.

U.S. Representative Randy 
Weber (R-Alvin) is running 
for his sixth two-year term 
in Congress representing 
District 14, which was re-
drawn this year to include 

Orange County. Weber has 
raised $453,328 for this elec-
tion cycle, spending 
$443,605.

He reported $483,113 on 
hand Feb. 9, reports opense-
crets.org.

He had two challengers in 
Wednesday’s Republican 
Primary, Nederland’s Keith 
Casey and Ruben Landon 
Dante. Weber will face either 
Eugene Howard or Mikal 
Williams in November.

Phelan’s big cash infusion 
in late 2020 was driven by in-
terest groups and business 
owners looking for sway with 
bills before the 2021 Legisla-
ture.

Six of the top 10 givers 
were PACs, two in health-
care, one in communications 
and three in construction. 
The four individuals among 
the top 10 donors were presi-
dents or CEOs of entities 
with state business.

The 2020 list was topped 
by Border Health PAC of 
McAllen with a $100,000 do-
nation, followed by nine 
$50,000 donations and the 
11th  was a $49,698 in-kind 
donation of air travel by Wil-
liam “Bill” Scott, president of 
Trans-Global Supply of Ned-
erland, who is also Phelan’s 
campaign treasurer.

According to campaign 
filings, the Texas House 
Speaker picked up just over 
$1 million in contributions 
in the first half of 2021 to go 
with the $1.5 million donat-
ed in the second half of that 
year.

In October 2021, former 

President Donald Trump 
threatened to back a primary 
opponent against Phelan for 
not acting fast enough on a 
bill that would trigger an au-
dit of the 2020 election in 
parts of the state.

Trump called Phelan a 
RINO (Republican In Name 
Only) and Allen West, then 
the state Republican Chair-
man and now a challenger to 
Gov. Abbott on the primary 
ballot, called Phelan “a trai-
tor” for reaching across the 
aisle to court Democratic 
House members to support 
his election as Speaker.

In Orange County, an on-
line petition unsuccessfully 
tried to recruit support for 
former County Judge Dean 
Crooks to run against Phel-
an.

Candidates had until early 
December to file for a place 
on the 2022 state ballot, 
which should explain how or 
why Phelan’s campaign spent 
$1.5 million in the final half 
of 2021 and $2.4 million 
overall.

After spending more mon-
ey on furnishings at Pottery 
Barn than for staff salaries in 
the fall of 2020, Phelan’s 
campaign paid $731,000 in 
salaries and benefits to a 
staff of 11 in 2021.

It also spent $563,000 on 
polling, nearly $200,000 on 
consulting, $180,000 on 
travel, $80,000 on advertis-
ing, $52,000 on events, 
$43,000 on food and $30,000 
on gifts.

In the second half of 2021, 
Phelan made political dona-

tions of $208,000, with 
checks for $54,000 and 
$25,000, respectively,   going 
to the campaigns of John Lu-
jan and Ryan Guillen, two 
Republicans “flipping” South 
Texas red. He paid for a 
$27,000 ad buy for Reggie 
Smith, a North Texas Repub-
lican.

He sent a $100,000 dona-
tion to the Associated Re-
publicans of Texas, a PAC 
run by John Nau, Abbott’s 
campaign treasurer.

Nau donated $50,000 to 
Phelan.

Al Granger, owner of 
Granger Motors, was the top 
Orange County donor to 
Phelan, passing along 
$10,000. Casey Crenshaw, 
owner of Beaumont’s Mod-
ern Group, and his wife Sta-
cey each donated $20,000.

Border Health PAC donat-
ed another $100,000 to Phel-
an’s campaign in 2021. Also 
on the $100K donor list for 
2021 is Arch Aplin III, the 
president of Buc-ee’s, and the 
Michael Porter Family Trust, 
Hill Country heirs to the 
Weather Channel founder.

Nichols is no stranger to 
big money donors. He was a 
Texas Transportation Com-
missioner for eight years – 

it’s the board that oversees 
the Texas Department of 
Transportation – before his 
election and he’s now Chair-
man of the Senate’s Trans-
portation Committee.

In his last two election cy-
cles (2018 and 2022 elec-
tions), Nichols has received 
$315,000 in donations from 
the Associated General Con-
tractors of America and 
$300,000 from Doug Pit-

cock, the CEO of Williams 
Brothers Construction of 
Houston, which advertises 
that 95% of its $12 billion in 
completed highway con-
struction projects were for 
TxDOT.

Johnny Weisman, owner of 
Hunter Industries rock and 
asphalt provider in San Mar-
cos, has donated $180,000 to 
Nichols.

The total number of Or-
ange County’s 54,000 regis-
tered voters taking part in 
this election was just over 
11,000, or 20 percent.

Nearly 12 percent – 6,276 
– took advantage of the 11 
days for early voting. Of 
those, 468 voted absentee or 
by mail.

Republican Primary early 
voters outnumbered Demo-
cratic Primary early voters 
more than a 5 to 1 margin, 
but more Democratic voters 
than Republican voters – 275 
to 193 -- cast their mail-in 
ballots by mail or dropped 
them off at the Elections Ad-
ministration Office.

Dubose-Simonton, daugh-

ter of former Bridge City 
mayor and County Commis-
sioner John Dubose, earned 
a 53-47 percent edge in the 
early voting over Steele with 
737 votes to 649.

Sowell won one vote less 
than 60 percent of the 1,592 
votes cast early in the Pre-
cinct 2 race, according to re-
sults released by the Elec-
tions Administration after 
the Election Day polls closed 
at 7 p.m. Tuesday.

His total from the Feb. 14-
25 voting was 955, with 
Chandler (225 votes) at 14.2 
percent, Lunsford (183) at 
11.5 percent, Hare (148) at 
9.3 percent and Graffagnino 
(81) at 5.1 percent.

OC election results From Page 1
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LOCAL POLITICS TURNS DARK

I can’t remember at anytime when we had just two local 
races. In this case, only one party participated. I’m turning 
this column in before the polls close so the outcome will 
have to be in our news section. The races were well fought 
in the commissioner’s race but I was disappointed by the 
personal attacks in the J.P. race. It was meant to hurt a can-
didate but it also hurt the entire family. One’s record of 
service is open for review and criticism but not a candi-
date’s personal family life. Waiting to drop a last minute 
dirty trick is a rotten thing to do. There is no place for that 
in local politics and those involved should be ashamed of 
themselves. I hope you took time to vote. If so, you are to 
be congratulated.*****I have to move on. Come along, it 
won’t do you no harm.

WHAT LOW VOTER TURNOUT PROVES

Elections in Texas for the mid-term has come and gone 
at 7 p.m. Tuesday, March 2, and as of this writing I don’t 
know the full results yet. What we do know is that the Ab-
bott administration’s trial run on voter suppression has 
worked to their favor as planned.  The real test will come 
in November. A record number of voters stayed away from 
the polls due to Republican laws that have made it more 
difficult for the elderly, handicapped and minorities to 
vote. With new nit-picking voter ID requirements, stricter 
rules regarding voter assistance, sowing confusion, being 
spied on by partisan poll watchers convinced many they 
were the problem with voter fraud being rampart. This is 
strictly propaganda. Most voters want ethical elections. 
The above is to scare voters away and it worked. On early 
voting it was made very difficult for the elderly. My ballot 
was returned. I did everything right, put my drivers li-
cense number inside like instructed but didn’t put it on the 
outside envelope. Why it’s needed twice is just another ha-
rassment. Abbott and Company have stacked the deck, 
screwing voter map lines in their favor, securing an unfair 
advantage in congressional races. However, in November, 
voters can make amends in statewide races if they just get 
by all the intimidation. Come hell or high water, let noth-
ing stop you from voting in November.

REMEMBERING TERRY LANDRY

Terry Landry was only 63 years old when he passed 
away Friday, February 25. I had known him since his Little 
League days in Bridge City where he was coached by his fa-
ther Donald, a friend, just like others of Terry’s relatives, 
Cherry Stout, Jay and the late Ray Trahan, who loved that 
boy. I bought a lot of clothes from Terry at Terry’s Men’s 
Wear at MacArthur Shopping Center. I was fond of him. 
He loved baseball and coached many youngsters in Little 
League. His sons learned the game from their dad. Shea 
and Shon went on to play college ball and entered the 
coaching ranks. Terry moved to West Lake 10 years ago 
where his funeral services were held Tuesday, March 1, 
2022. Our condolences to his wife Danika and the entire 
family. May he rest in peace.

TURNING BACK THE HANDS OF TIME
15 Years Ago-2007

The Bush Administration announced plans to allow 
Mexican trucks to haul freight into the United States. Boy, 
what a calamity that will be. Have you ever seen Mexicans 
who are paid $12.50 a day, drive trucks? Old substandard 
trucks at that, accidents waiting to happen. I wonder if the 
Feds will reimburse states for the extra DPS officials and 
extra inspectors it will take, if not, they will haul pot by the 
truckload. *****Our longtime friend, Franklin Scales, who 
has battled a bad heart for several years, keeps on moving 
on. He celebrates another birthday on March 3. (Franklin 
died several years ago.) *****Airlines who hold passengers 
on planes for 10 to 12 hours should have to supply De-
pends diapers. Three hundred passengers, trying to use 
two holes just don’t fit; someone is bound to pee in their 
clothes. *****Vice-president Dick Cheney said in Japan last 
week that the United States will not relent in Iraq. He add-
ed that Nancy Peloski wanting to pull out was embellish-
ing the terrorist.  That’s a cop out. They gave him a 19-gun 
salute as he boarded the USS Kitty Hawk. They all missed. 
*****Health care to skyrocket in the next 10 years. Twenty-
cents on every dollar will be spent on health care. Its big 
business since all hospitals have been privatized and no 
longer owned by local entities I’m not for socialized medi-
cine but the time is fast coming when we will have to take 
a hard look at it or an alternative. *****No Lovie: Lovie 
Smith’s negotiations for a new contract with the Chicago 
Bears are at a stalemate. In a three-year contract, Lovie is 
the lowest paid head coach in the NFF at $1.35 million. 
His agent Frank Bauer says barring a breakthrough, a deal 
wouldn’t get done. *****Dancing with the Stars will start 
again on March 19. Muhammad Ali’s daughter Laila, who 
is a boxer, is one of the contestants. Sports star Clyde 
Drexler, former Houston Rocket, will be one of the male 
contestants. Emmitt Smith represented the sport’s world 
in the last contest. *****Two of the Golden Girl’s at Bridge 
City Bank, Joyce and Patty, were left behind last week 
when the third one, Shirley, attended Mardi Gras at 
Fred’s Lounge in Mamou. Most folks I saw returning 

from Fred’s looked ragged last Wednesday. I didn’t see 
Shirley but Kebble looked like a bunch of bad nights out. 
*****Gayle Meadows, a great lady who really cares, has an-
nounced that after many years she will not run for reelec-
tion for Pinehurst City Council. We wish her the best. 
Government needs more people like Ms. Meadows. 
*****Cheney went to Pakistan to apply pressure. Boy, don’t 
you know catching bin Laden would be like catching a 
22-pound, big mouth bass at Toledo Bend. They should 
take a clue from Tony Blair’s pull out of Iraq and head to 
the border. The Pakistan/Afghanistan border.***** The 
cost of a postage stamp is bad enough but will be going up 
to at least 41 cents. A plan is in the works however, for the 
sale of a stamp that you buy up front and the price never 
goes up. No telling what it will cost. *****David Clark, 
owner of Clark Chemicals, was in town Monday with his 
mom Helen. You may remember her; she was a gospel 
singer with a great voice. Anyway, David and Teresa 
moved to Woodville about four years ago and started a 
church there. His business is still in Orange. Good 
folks.***** Neighbor Cox is ready to start gardening and 
we are ready to get back to bucket farming. We just need 
spring to come and stay.

45 Years Ago-1977

The H. D. Pate family moves into their newly acquired 
home in Sylvanglades. *****Hank Thompson and the Bra-
zos Valley Boys played at the Beaumont Knights of Co-
lumbus Hall. Several Orange County folks in attendance. 
Thompson has sold over 30 million records. *****Judge 
Sid Caillavet says, “The reason young people sew wild 
oats is because you gotta sew’em while you’ve got’em.” (Ed-
itor’s note: I know 45 years later what he meant.)*****Howard 
and Evelyn Morse, along with Bill and Elaine Townes 
are in Dallas making final grocery preparations for the big 
grand opening of Big Red’s Pantry. The new supermarket 
will replace the one destroyed by fire. *****Debbie Har-
mon came home from Houston with a large Afghan dog. 
She said the fellow that gave it to her guaranteed it would 
keep the lions away from her apartment. After a few days 
at her parent’s home Corky asked if it was true the dog is a 
lion hunter. Debbie replied, “You ain’t seen any lions 
around since I’ve been here have you?”*****Frank Man-
shac is lost somewhere in Florida. His wife Athelene says 
she’s not buying that he’s been kidnapped and held hostage 
for a week. *****Harold Beeson writes a feature story on 
Huey Simon and his hunting exploits. Huey has just re-
turned from Alaska where he paid $2,500 to shoot an 
eight-foot bear. He took Harold to his place to show him 
his many hunting trophies, including lions, moose, Kodiak 
bear, panthers and at least 50 other mounted game. (Edi-
tor’s note: Both died many years ago, Huey in a car acci-
dent and Harold of heart problems.)*****Dennis Hall 
writes about appliance storeowner, Harry Stephens, who 
ran down a man who had abducted and abused a woman. 
The man ran into a store to elude capture. Hall says Harry 
the old Marine, gave chase without any reluctance of get-
ting involved. He just did it on instinct and hopes some 
other man would do the same if it were his wife. When 
captured, the man was armed. Harry had never given that 
a thought. *****Barbara Williams, Bridge City girl’s bas-
ketball coach, who led her girls to district playoffs this sea-
son, gave birth to a baby girl shortly after her last game. 
*****Pretty Julia Fudge celebrates a birthday this week. 
*****Jerry McInnis is selected as president of Bridge City 
Little League, Olan Richard vice-president, Doreen Al-
len, secretary, Mrs. Charles Uzzle, player agent.

 
50 Years Ago-1972

Marriage license issued to Stephen Hardy, 21, and Mrs. 
June Saperstein, 26. (Editor’s note: I wonder if they are 
still together. They are in their 70’s today. I remember 
June, she was manager of Payless and had been married to 
Fred. By the way, what became of him. They had a 
son.)*****L.C.M. high school athletic director and head 
football coach Jim Crossland has a weekly column in the 
O.V.N. Other columnists are Betty Drake, Louis Dugas, 
Pete Runnels, Virginia Gilbeaux, Gordon Baxter, Lee 
Grimsley and Ear to the Ground by the Office 
Hound.*****Around Town: Larry Bergeron is manager of 
McLaury’s.***Tommy Nichols is owner of Park Avenue 
Conoco service station on 15th and Park.***C.R. ‘Buddy’ 
Rhodes, longtime owner of the Bengal Café on Green 
Ave. that was destroyed by fire, has opened the ‘County 
Restaurant’ at Brown Bowling Alley.***Barbara Waits 
and Gary Savoy both celebrate birthdays on March 6. Also 
Happy Birthday to Moe Litton and Henry 
Stanfield.*****Harmon Chevrolet, 3rd and Green, owned 
by Jackie, Corky and Don Harmon, features a new 1972 
Monte Carol Coupe, loaded for $3,798, Chevy ½ ton 
pickup, $2,488.*****Charlie Wickersham Ford is featur-
ing a 1972 Gran Torino Coupe for $2,756, four door Gal-
axie 500 for $3,189, Ford 100 pickup, $2,438. (Editor’s 
note: Those prices wouldn’t even make a down payment 
now a days.)

75 Years Ago-1947

Deputies Ray Robinson and Alva Griffith, alone with 
city policeman Bob Henderson, aided by bloodhounds, 
captured Ezekiel Sly, a suspected burglar, after a three 
hour manhunt. (Editor’s note: I remember Alva, a great 
guy. He was Edna Lusignan’s father.)

100 Years Ago-1922

Sheriff Helton arrested seven men in connection with 
the murder of Ben Clemens, in the heart of the oilfield 
gambling den. He then took charge of the Petroleum 
Club, piled the gambling devices outdoors, lit a match and 
destroyed them, claiming the stuff encouraged 
murder.*****C.C. Kanter and J.W. Ratcliff, were charged 
with murder in the deaths of Henry Griffith and Deputy 
Sheriff Luke Hailey during a shootout at the corner of 
Fifth and Front, in Orange. Officers said there was no ap-
parent reason for the shootings. (Editor’s note: Pretty 
rough place back then.)

A FEW HAPPENINGS

It’s a small world. I discovered this week that longtime 
friend Millie Harper, who Ed Bacon nicknamed ‘Tall 
Boy,’ is still around. We go back to the old Jack Tar days 
where Millie was one of the great waitresses at the Sugar 
and Spice restaurant and later at the Ramada. She lived at 
Harper Valley, just out of Mauriceville, in a family com-
mune where I attended several parties. I think of all those 
great folks every time I drive past the place. What I learned 
that was surprising is that Millie’s pretty daughter Becky, 

is married to J.W. Dalton, who now owns all of Harper 
Valley and everything across Hwy. 62. In this case both 
married well. She comes from good stock and he will do to 
ride the range with.*****I’m glad to hear that my buddy 
Quincy Procell, who has been very ill and in the hospital 
for three weeks, is home now and improving. He nearly 
bought the farm. We are all praying for him.*****I was 
thinking that it’s a little ironic that the initials of the first 
three men on earth, Adam, Able and Cain, are identical 
with those of the first three men on the moon, Armstrong, 
Aldin and Collins.*****On February 25, 58 years ago, 
Judge Sid Callivet, Sheriff Chester Holts, Joe ‘The Bar-
ber’ Blanda and Roy, drove to Lake Charles to view on the 
big screen a fight between a young Black Cassus Clay, 21 
years, 10 months and five days old, who was fighting heavy 
weight champion ‘The Bear’ Sonny Liston for the World 
Championship. The odds were against Clay. He upset Lis-
ton and became the youngest champion ever. In this 
week’s Down Life’s Highway column, Roy wrote about 
the ‘Battle of New Orleans,’ and how Ali, (Cassus Clay) 
recaptured the world title for the third time, winning over 
Leon Spinks, who had previously beat him. Cassus had 
become Mohammed  Ali years earlier and was the only 
fighter to capture the Heavy Weight Championship three 
different times.*****A Sure Bet: Starting this week, Ab-
bott will start moving away from Trump. Between now 
and November he will put a motor on his wheelchair to get 
as far away from Trump as he can. By the November elec-
tion he’ll be asking, “Donald Who?” By then Trump will 
have so much baggage it will fill several dump trucks. He 
and his ‘Genius’ will be found to be morons by more peo-
ple than Mitt Romney. Most clear minded people will 
come to recognize a couple of buffoons, acting out their 
narcissistic personalities, when they see them.*****Playboy 
Playmates who didn’t reach 50. Anna Nicole’s death at 
age 39 puts her in a group of other Playmates who didn’t 
make it to age 50. Elisa Bridges, 28, died of a drug over-
dose, 2002; Ellen Louise Maligo, 40, killed in Florida, 
1997; Dorothy Stratten, 20, killed by husband, 1980; 
Claudia Jennings, 29, died in auto accident, 1997; Eve 
Meyer, 46, airline collision, 1977; Paige Young, 30, drug 
overdose, 1974; Willy Rey, 23, drug overdose, 1973; Carol 
Willis, 20, auto accident, 1971; Jayne Mansfield, 34, auto 
accident, 1967; Tonya Crews, 28, auto accident, 1966; 
Marilyn Monroe, 36, sleeping pill overdose. 1962. Mon-
roe was the cover girl for Playboy in its first issue.*****I 
can’t get over the debacle at the CPAK gathering in Orlan-
do where Trump continued to praise Putin. The master-
of-ceremonies called for three cheers for Russia at the 
same time they were invading a free democracy and killing 
its citizens. I’m ashamed and every Republican should be 
also. 

BREAUX BIRTHDAYS  

A few folks we know celebrating in the next few days. 
March 2: Happy Birthday to Amy Taylor, Graig Nugent, 
Tommy Andrus, Apryl Carter and Kay Butler.*****March 
3: Celebrating today are Lori Bonds, Joan Broussard, 
Donna Sullivan and Carolyn Miller.*****March 4: Pretty 
Cassie Caillouet Bearden celebrates today. She is the 
bride of our buddy Jim Sharon and comes from a long list 
of Bridge City pioneers, ‘The Caillouets.’ Also celebrating 
today are Colby Richard, Carolyn Sheppard, Travis 
Reeves and Darrell Evans.*****March 5: Jennifer Byrd, 
Chris Slaughter, Lenzi Childress, Cathy Kimbrow and 
Carolyn Hillsten all celebrate birthdays.*****March 6: 
Coach Sam ‘Bucket’ Moore celebrates a birthday wherev-
er he’s hanging out these days. Also having a birthday on 
this date are Marie Benson, Trubie Beebe, Kristen Ruck-
er, John Philps and Glyndon Childress.*****March 7: 
Happy Birthday to former sheriff Mike White and also to 
Sharon Crumpler, Libby Mitchell, Misty Thurman, 
Dana Bourque, Leisa Miller and Rick Trahan.*****March 
8: Christi Wiegreffe, Shelly Granger and David 
Thibodeaux all share birthdays today.*****Happy Birthday 
to a couple of special ladies, longtime friends Pat Pate and 
Liz Weaver. (They’ll do to waltz with.)***Happy Birthday 
to everyone having one. 

Having a birthday or anniversary let us know, call 
409-735-5305 or email therecordlive.com.

CAJUN STORY OF THE WEEK

Tree friends were sitting at Black’s Oyster Bar, across 
from da St. Mary Magdalene church, wat sits on a hill 
overlooking Abbeville. A funeral possession was jus un-
loading poor Joe Breaux’s body from da hurst to take him 
into da church. Da men’s looking out da big window at 
Black’s start talking about dying.

Clovis Boutte, him axe, “Wen you in you casket and you 
friends and family are mourning over you, wat would you 
like dem to say?”

Elwood Marceaux spoke up, “I would like dem to say El-
wood him, was a good man, a good husband to Agnes and 
always kept his family supplied with crawfish.”

Rene’ Oubre say, “Me, I would like dem to say, Rene’ him, 
he served his church and God and made a difference in 
people’s lives.”

Den day turned to Clovis and axe him, “Wat about you?”
“Well, while everybody is looking at me in dat casket, 

wearing my new suit, someone starts hollowing, “Look, 
Look, Clovis him is moving.”

C’EST TOUT
THE STATE OF OUR UNION

President Biden gave his State of the Union speech 
Tuesday evening. He had a lot of bases to cover. Remem-
ber, he was dealt a bad hand coming in, the pandemic com-
plicated things and also the movement of products led to 
rations and increased prices at the gas pump. The econo-
my is strong but inflation will have to be dealt with. No 
one could have done a better job dealing with NATO and 
our partners countries over the Russia invasion of 
Ukraine. Biden’s long suit is his expertise on foreign pol-
icy. I hope his speech turns the tide for him at home. My 
bet is that time will prove that Joe Biden was the right per-
son at just the right time in our history. No one ever came 
to the presidency better prepared. He’s a good man who 
will always put the country first.*****Let’s all pray for the 
citizens of Ukraine. Many will be killed by Russia but 
they are brave people standing their ground. Most likely 
Russia will overrun the small country and President Zel-
enskyy, who bravely led his people, will be killed. Take 
care and God bless America and the people of Ukraine.
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Here to help life go right.

DONNA GRAY BILL NICKUM CHERYL SQUIRES

Bill Nickum LUTCF
1930 Texas Ave. Bridge City

(409) 735-3595

I turned down Larry 
Messier’s offer to be his 
guest at the Ali-Spinks 
heavyweight fight in Ve-
gas and made my annual 
trek to Rising Star’s Sipe 
Spring cemetery, that 
dates back to the Civil 
War, where my dad Clay, 
his parents and siblings 
are buried.

Leon Spinks shocked the boxing world and 
accomplished, against great odds, what he 
had told me a few days earlier he would do. 
He defeated world champion Muhammad 
Ali for the heavy weight crown. Ali was un-
able to knock him out and the younger 
Spinks, true to his plan, had worn the cham-
pion down in a 15-round bout, by letting him 
punch himself out.

Shortly after the fight, I received a call 
from Larry. This amazing guy, who repre-
sented Ali’s manager, Hubert Muhammad, 
was already in Spinks’ dressing room. He 
said Leon was beaten up pretty badly and 
couldn’t talk, but he would have him call me 
later. The dressing room, he said, was in elat-
ed chaos. He said the Spink win wasn’t bad 
money-wise; the rematch would be the big-
gest fight ever

 Larry who was also a friend of Butch Lew-
is, who managed Spinks, said the problem 
now was that the promoters, managers and 
sanctioning bodies who for so long had to 
bow to the will of Herbert Muhammad, were 
in a position to “freeze Ali out.” It seemed 
like Ali would never have the opportunity to 
make history and become the first heavy 
weight to win the crown for a third time. 
Spinks had made history by becoming the 
only man to win the world heavy weight 
championship in only his eighth fight.

The public wanted a rematch, but Spinks 
was stripped of the WBC belt when he re-
fused to fight Ken Norton instead of Ali. The 
WBC belt, promoted by Don King, would be 
disputed between Ken Norton and Larry 
Holmes. According to Larry Messier, who 
had ties to both sides, Ali had given Lewis, 
Leon’s manager, his start in the boxing game 
and Lewis felt obligated to return the favor to 
Ali. Spinks and Lewis held firm and signed to 
fight Ali for the WBA belt and linear cham-
pionship.

My partner in Triangle Press, attorney 
Gene Wright, was the overseer of the con-
tract drafting, making necessary changes. 
He let me know that the rematch would take 
place in New Orleans on Sept. 15, 1978. His-
tory was made again that year when Leon’s 
brother Michael, beat Larry Holmes for the 
WBC belt. Michael and Leon became the 
first brothers to win the WBC belt in the 
same year.

I was pursuing the pioneering of the Com-
munity Post in Port Arthur. This newspaper 
was an overnight success and ultimately led 
to the sale of three newspapers, Opportunity 
Valley News, Community Post, and Con-
sumer Beacon and all Triangle Press hold-
ings to Cox Communications, owners of the 
Port Arthur News. I was practically working 
around the clock; days and sleepless nights 
often ran together. The tiger’s tail I was hold-
ing didn’t allow for entertainment time, so 
when Gene called and said Larry had six 
ringside tickets to the big fight in New Or-
leans, I was reluctant to accept because of the 
work load.

A few days before the fight I accepted the 
available tickets. It would be Phyl’s birthday 
and a great way to celebrate it. The only 
problem was that by then, lodging in New 
Orleans was impossible to come by. Larry ex-
hausted every connection he had to no avail. 

I had just one more string to pull. Paul Har-
dy, a Cajun boy from Cecilia, near Breaux 
Bridge, was the Louisiana Secretary of State 
at the time. I contacted him and he called 
back to say he had us two previously unavail-
able rooms in the French Quarters. We had 
met Paul earlier when he was running for Lt. 
Governor and had flown to Orange County 
for a secret Texas fundraiser at W.T. and Ann 
Oliver’s home. Phyl and I had taken him to 
Brown Airport after the event for his return 
trip to Cajun Country. His Cajun supersti-
tion wouldn’t allow us to leave the airport 
until the private plane was out of sight.

Lucky, Gert, Butch and Edna Lusignan, 
Phyl and I motored to New Orleans. Lucky 
and Gert sponsored a couple of birthday par-
ties for Phyl, one at the Hilton Rainforest, 29 
stories up, overlooking downtown New Or-
leans and also a dinner party at Hooligans.

Describing the extravagant surroundings 
of the ‘Battle of New Orleans’ is virtually im-
possible. The thought of Ali becoming the 
first man to win the heavyweight champion-
ship for a third time really caught the public’s 
imagination and 64,000 fans packed into the 
Superdome. People were lavishly dressed in 
formally attire.

It was Ali’s show. No one else seemed to 
matter at ringside, where super stars includ-
ing John Travolta, Sylvester ‘Rocky’ Stallone, 
who wore a pure white suit with no shirt be-
neath, Liza Minnelli, Hugh O’Brian, Lorne 
Greene, Johnny Cash, Red Fox, Kris Kristof-
ferson, Waylon Jennings, Joe Namath, WBC 
heavyweight champion Larry Holmes, for-
mer champs Joe Frazier and Ernie Terrell, 
and more than I have space to name. Howard 
Cosell was calling the fight for ABC.  Later at 
the Hilton, ‘Sly’ was seen sweet-talking Or-
ange beauty, Diane Hill. Husband Brooks 
was cool, he took it good naturedly and gen-
tly steered her away.

Spinks’ manager, Butch Lewis, had his 
hands full controlling his champion while 
preparing for the Ali fight. Spinks had been 
arrested for possession of cocaine and had 
broken training camp rules. Mr. T was one of 
Spinks bodyguards. Ali was not in the poor 
condition he had been in for the first fight. 
By round five he began to find his range, 
stayed in the middle of the ring, teeing off on 
Spinks. When he charged, Ali simply grabbed 
hold of him until the referee broke them 
apart. The fight was slow, but Ali gave Spinks 
a lesson on ring craft. History was made 
when Ali took a clear decision and the title 
for the third time. Nine months later, he an-
nounced his retirement from boxing.

Messier had told us to come to the Hilton 
after the fight to meet Ali, who had taken 
over an entire floor. That was impossible be-
cause the lobby and elevators were jammed. 
Everywhere you looked was a big star. Boxing 
champion Sugar Ray Leonard had a bigger 

entourage than Ali did. I had never seen so 
many stretch limousines. Rolls Royce’s were 
even common.

As we milled around the lobby we visited 
with many interesting people and took a 
birthday picture of Phyl in front of a large ice 
sculpture. It was impossible to get food or 
drinks. After midnight a long white van from 
Tony’s backed up to the front door and two 
men dressed in chef outfits got out and asked 
where to deliver the Italian food for Ali’s par-
ty. I cleaned some room and told them to set 
it down, we would get it delivered. I signed 
the ticket and wrote a $100 tip on it and then 
shared the Italian bread and food with every-
one around, who made finger food out of it. 
We all shared the food but Phyl, who was ex-
tremely nervous over what I had done. Need-
less to say, my wife had an interesting birth-
day.

The years have gone by; Lucky, Gert and 
Butch have all died; Edna has remarried and 
lives in Beaumont. Our friend Larry Messier 

died of a heart attack, Paul Hardy lost his bid 
for Lt. Gov. in a runoff. My partner Gene lost 
his wife, child and mother-in-law in Mis-
souri when a tour boat capsized. He is now 
semi-retired and still has his law office in 
Cleveland. Spinks, died Feb. 5, 2021. Ali for 
many years had been afflicted with Parkin-
son’s Disease. He died June 3, 2016, at age 74.

So it is, another chapter Down Life’s High-
way. I have a bag full of stories to tell, one is a 
never before brought to light story of nation-
al interest that warrants a better writer than 
me to tell. Only my old black friend, Jessie 
Jerkings, and I are left to tell it.

I spoke with him this week.  He celebrated 
his 87th birthday, Tuesday, March 1. Over 
the years, I’ve mostly written about my hum-
ble childhood. I had avoided today’s type of 
stories in fear that they would be viewed by 
some as self-serving. My plans were to tell 
my tales in a book. I realize now I will prob-
ably never write it so I’ve taken the privilege 
of going this column route. I’ve lived a very 
charmed life and I’m proud of the fact that 
I’ve spent most of it with one wife. I’ve taken 
her for quite a ride, way more than she bar-
gained for.

Now that we have gotten into our latter 
years, we can fully appreciate the trip, the 
people we’ve met and the friendships we hold 
so dear. Most of our kin are gone now, but we 
treasure each day with our remaining small 
family.

Phyl and I mostly just hang out together at 
the house reminiscing about the last 67 
years. I can still make her laugh. What a trip.

DOWN LIFE’S HIGHWAY
ROY DUNN
For The Record

Roy Dunn

The rematch: Ali regains title
“The Battle of New Orleans”
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LIKE NEW
AUTOMOTIVE

COLLISION SPECIALIST

Patronize ‘The Record’ Church Sponsors
Become A Sponsor And List Your Business Here To Support Local Church News

List Your Church Services
Here Each Week

Just $10 Per Week Call 409-735-5305

Let Orange County know about your church services.
List them here just $10 per week. Call 735-5305 or 886-7183

Orange County
Church Directory

Cove Baptist Church
1005 Dupont St. • Orange

Sunday School 9:15 AM / Worship 10:30 AM
Sunday Evening: 6 PM

Wed. Evening 6:30 PM / Wed. Youth Meeting 6 PM
Charles Empey - Interim Pastor

We Love You And God Loves You.

Starlight
Church of God in Christ 

2800 Bob Hall Road • Orange • 886-4366
Pastor: Ernest B Lindsey

Sunday School 9:30 a.m. Worship 11 a.m. and 7 p.m.
Wed. Bible Study - 6 p.m. Worship 7:30 p.m. VIM Youth 6 p.m.

Intercessory Prayer Daily 9:00 a.m.
www.slcogicorange.org

TRINITY BAPTIST CHURCH
ORANGE

1819 16th Street • Orange • 886-1333
We Welcome You To Join Us.

Sunday Morning Worship 11 a.m.
Sunday School 9:45 a.m. Nursury Provided

GOOD SHEPHERD
LUTHERAN CHURCH

945 W. Roundbunch • Bridge City • 409-735-4573
Worship Services: Tradition 9 a.m., Sunday School 10:15 a.m., Contempo-

rary Service 11 a.m., Tuesday Bible Study 10 a.m., Wednesday ‘Compas-
sionate Friends’ 10 a.m., Thursday Bible Study 10:00 a.m.

Pastor Paul Zoch 409-988-3003 - golutheran.org
Our church family invites you to join us.

 We are a friendly, caring church of the future. 

Orange First Church
of the Nazarene

3810 MLK Drive, Orange
Lead Pastor Rev. Brad McKenzie
Worship Director: Alyssa Click

Sunday School 9:45 a.m. 
Worship Service 10:45 a.m. / Wednesday Service 7 p.m.

Ofcnazarene.org or find us on Facebook

St. Paul United
Methodist Church

1155 W. Roundbunch • Bridge City • 409.735.5546
Sunday Morning Traditional Worship: 8:30 a.m.,

Sunday school 9:30 a.m., Praise Worship 10:45 a.m.
(Nursery provided)

Wednesday SPICE 5:30 p.m. Includes meal, bible studies,
children and youth activities. (Nursery provided).
Rev. Mark Bunch Email: office@stpaulfamily.org Harvest Chapel

A Full Gospel Church
1305 Irving St. • West Orange •409-238-3056

Sunday Worship 10 a.m. and 11:00 a.m.
Nightly Service 6 p.m.

Wednesday Night Service: 6 p.m.

Pastor: Ruth Burch

First United Methodist Church Orange
502 Sixth Street    886-7466

10:00 A.M. - BLENDED SERVICE IN THE SANCTUARY
All of our services are also available premiered on:

Facebook at 9:00 a.m. (https://www.facebook.com/FUMCOrangeTX)
or online on our Vimeo Page and YouTube.

SUNDAY SCHOOL FOR ALL AGES 9:00 A.M.
www.fumcorange.org

Pastor: Rev. Lani Rousseau
Director of Music and Fine Arts: Caroline Dennis

200 W. Roundbunch
735-3581

www.fbcbc.org
Sunday schedule: Bible study 9:15 a.m.,

Sunday worship: 10:30 a.m.,
Adult, Youth, Children

Discipleship Classes, Sun. 5:30 p.m.
Wednesday Schedule 6:30 p.m.

Prayer Meeting
Youth & Children’s Activities

Pastor: Keith Royal

Triangle Baptist Church
6446 Garrison at Hwy. 408 Orangefield

“Come Worship With Us”
409-920-3891

Sunday School 10 a.m. Worship Service 11 a.m.
Sunday Evening Service 6 p.m.

Wednesday Service 7 p.m.
We are a KJV independent Baptist Church

Winfree Baptist Church 
19525 Hwy 62 S • 409-735-7181 

Jon Brinlee, Pastor  

 

Sunday: 
Sunday School for all ages - 9:15 am 

Morning Worship - 10:30 am 
Evening Worship - 6:00 pm 

Wednesday: 
Mid-Week Service - 6:00 pm                                                                    

Children & Youth Activities - 6:00 pm  

 

Nursery Provided 

Sunday Service 10 A.M.
Also

Sunday Live Stream 10 A.M. Facebook

673 FM 1078 • Orange • 409-718-0269
Distanced Seating Available, Masks Encouraged 
cowboychurchoforangecounty.com

Youth Bible Studies & Activities Wed 6:30 p.m.

In-person
Sunday Worship & 
Children’s Church 

10:30 a.m.

Video Worship 
Services

posted on our
YouTube Channel

Deweyville First United
Methodist Church

153 County Rd. 4145 • Deweyville • (409) 224-6484
Sunday Worship: 9 A.M.

Pastor: Kelly Sharpton
Email: lks454@aol.com

Wesley United
Methodist Church
401 N. 37th St., Orange (409) 886-7276

We welcome our new pastor
Benny Smith & his wife Iberia

Join Us For Sunday Service at 11 AM
Also Streamed Live On Facebook

PLEASE PRAY FOR
THE PEOPLE & NATION

OF UKRAINE

The Record • Week of Wednesday, March 2, 2022• 6A
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THE RECORD  SPORTS AND MORE B
Orange had major league baseball 100 years ago

MARGARET TOAL
FOR THE RECORD

One hundred years ago 
this month, people in Or-
ange had a choice spot for 
Major League Baseball 
spring training. The St. Lou-
is Cardinals were in town for 
their second time to practice 
for the upcoming season. 

The two years in Orange 
were good for Hall of Fame 
player Rogers Hornsby, a na-
tive of Winters, Texas. After 
his first spring training camp 
in Orange in 1921, he led the 
majors in batting with a .397 
average. The next year, in 
1922, Hornsby won a rare 
triple crown in the National 
League. He finished at the 
top in home runs, batting av-
erage, and runs batted in.

The two spring training 
years in Orange weren’t as 
good for the Cardinals. They 
finished third in the Nation-
al League pennant race both 
times.

Cardinals Manager Branch 
Rickey had created farm 
teams and developed spring 
training into an organized 
system, according to Bleach-
er Report.com. In 1919 and 
1920, Rickey had spring 
training for the Cardinals in 
Brownsville, Texas, on the 
Mexico border.

Rickey biographer Lee 
Lowenfish wrote “Rickey de-
cided to move away from the 
border town of Brownsville, 
probably because he did not 
want the players unnecessar-
ily tempted by nocturnal dis-
tractions.” So Rickey moved 
the Cardinals to Orange.

Timber heir and developer 
H.J. Lutcher Stark was 33 
years old in the spring of 
1921 and formed the Orange 
Athletic League to build a 
baseball park for attracting a 
professional team. Rickey 
chose Orange.

West End Park was con-
structed behind Orange 
High School, which faced 
14th Street at Green Avenue. 
The new baseball field was 
along 14th Street between 
Pine and Cypress avenues. It 
was originally surrounded by 
a wooden fence and covered 
wooden grandstands were 
built behind home plate. 
Players had real “dugouts” 
built into the ground with 
steps leading to the benches.

 The park and baseball 
field remained for some 80 
years and generations of high 
school and youth league 
players used it. The West Or-
ange-Cove school district, 
which ended up owning the 
field, tore down the bleach-
ers in the late 1970s. The last 
dugouts were removed and 
the field was covered in 2010. 
A Texas Historical Marker 

installed in 2016 is dedicated 
to the field and can be seen 
at the entrance to West Or-
ange-Stark Middle School on 
Green Avenue.

The St. Louis grounds 
manager arrived in Orange 
on February 4, 1921, to in-
spect the new field, the Or-
ange Daily Leader reported. 
Workmen were making ad-
justments on the batting cag-

es after orders from Rickey.
The team gathered in Or-

ange on February 28, 1921, 
with players arriving at the 
Southern Pacific train depot 
on Green Avenue. Their first 
pre-season game was against 
the New York Yankees, 
which has led to tales of Babe 

Harrison Gauthier broke a 
48 year old pole vault record 
at the Orangefield Bobcat 
Relays that was held on Feb-
ruary 24th.  Bridge City High 
School’s Raymond (Bubba) 
Ridley held the previous pole 
vault record of 14’6” since 
1974.   Gauthier, a senior at 
Bridge City High School, 
now holds the new school re-
cord of 15’.

BC vaulter
breaks
school’s
48-year
record

In 1974 Raymond Ridley won 
state in the pole vault for the 
Bridge City Cardinals. Ridley 
has held the school record of 
14-fett and six inches until last 
week when Harrison Gauthier 
broke the school record at 15-
feet. (See Photo Next Page)

ORANGE ONCE HAD  Page 3B

NEW
INVENTORY
ARRIVING
DAILY

There’s a vehicle
for everyone at

Roberts
Ford

Proud to be partners with you in
the Orange County community.

Roberts Ford

Our People Make The
Difference At Roberts Ford

Jerry
Lummus
   A 2010 graduate,
Jerry began his career 
as an automotive
mechanic in 2014 and 
is proud member of 
our mechanics crew 
here at Roberts Ford. 
   He is a Houston Texans  fan and a fan of his two dogs, a 
husky and a pitbill. He says that he loves hunting, fishing and 
being outdoors.
   Jerry recently got engaged to a “wonderful woman,” 
Bethannie Isaacs and looks forward to the future.

2022 FORD
F-250 PICKUP

2022 FORD
F-150 PLATINUM 

PREOWNED & CERTIFIED
VEHICLES IN STOCK

2022 Ford Escape

CUSTOM ORDER
YOUR FORD, YOUR WAY

You shouldn’t have to settle. Custom order any of these 
vehicles and choose the available features that fit your 

life. If you’re looking for something else, we offer
convenient, dealer-direct custom ordering.

NEW CARS & TRUCKS IN STOCK & IN TRANSIT

2022 Ford Mustang
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PROTECT YOURSELF AND THOSE YOU LOVE.

Covid Vaccines
Safe. Effective. Easy.

There is no better time than now.
CALL TO MAKE YOUR APPOINTMENT

(409) 550-2536
Moderna or Johnson & Johnson ORANGE COUNTY

Bridge City Cardinal senior Harrison Gauthier broke a 48 year old pole vault record at 
the Orangefield Bobcat Relays that was held on February 24th. Gauthier now hold the 
new Bridge City School record at 15-feet.

BC’s Gauthier sets new school record

Orangefield JV Golfers Take Top Spots
The Orangefield boys JV golf team traveled to Wildwood Country Club this week and 

finished in the top spot.  Alex Montz (86) led the Bobcats and captured the 2nd place 
medalist. The rest of the team consisted of Jackson Humplik (93), Aiden Feidler (96), 
Zack Morrow (97), and Santiago Bacca (111).

AUSTIN – Texas Game 
Wardens are currently ac-
cepting applications for 
summer internships across 
the state. The Texas Parks 
and Wildlife Department 
encourages college students 
of all backgrounds and fields 
of study to apply for these 12 
available openings.

“This is a great opportuni-
ty for individuals who are 
curious about conservation 
law enforcement and inter-
ested in a higher level of 
community engagement,” 
said Lt. Rachel Kellner, Texas 
Game Warden program co-
ordinator. “We provide col-
lege students with a realistic 
view of a game warden’s day-
to-day activities including 
time spent on patrol.”

While an internship is not 
necessary to become an offi-
cial Texas Game Warden, Lt. 
Kellner noted the experience 
can be a helpful first step. 
“Successfully completing an 
internship may booster a ca-
det applicant in the long run, 
but more importantly, it will 
enable students to under-
stand the level of commit-
ment that is required to pro-
tect the state’s wildlife and 
wild spaces.”

The application, eligibility 
requirements, specific loca-
tions, compensation and ad-
ditional information can be 
found on the TPWD website. 
This year, applicants may 
only apply to a single posi-
tion in a single county. The 
counties of Angelina, Aran-
sas, Bexar, Brown, Cameron, 
Dallas, Ft. Bend, Galveston, 
Harris, Potter, Nueces and 
Tom Green all have available 
positions.

The application deadline 
is March 31, 2022.

Interested applicants seek-
ing more information may 
contact Texas Game Warden 
Recruiter Chelsea Bailey at 
(361) 571-9877.

Texas Game 
Wardens
Accepting
Applications 
for Paid
Summer
Internships
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Ruth playing at West End 
Park. But he did not.

That first game of the Car-
dinals and Yankees was 
played in Lake Charles, ar-
ranged by Connie Mack, who 
was owner-manager of the 
Philadelphia Athletics. The 
Athletics had spring training 
in nearby Lake Charles, Lou-
isiana.

Southern Pacific Railroad 
ran a special train from Or-
ange to Lake Charles for the 
game, according to the news-
paper. It was an exciting 
match for baseball fans. Ruth 
had led the American League 
batting average in 1920 and 
Hornsby had led the Nation-
al League.

The Yankees won 14-9 

with Ruth getting a home 
run in five trips to the plate. 
Hornsby walked once, had a 
sacrifice, hit a fly for an out,  
and hit a single. Nearly 2,200 
people attended the game.

The Cardinals stayed at 
the grand Holland Hotel in 
downtown Orange and were 
treated like royalty, especial-
ly Rickey and Hornsby. They 

were guests of the Rotary 
Club.

Spring training went well 
in Orange for the Cardinals 
in 1921 with nice spring 
weather and clear skies. The 
next year was different.

Again, the team arrived on 
February 28. But the weather 
across the region was cold 
and rainy. The Daily Leader 

said night temperatures were 
so low films of ice formed on 
top of puddles and mud. The 
Cardinals even had to cancel 
a scheduled pre-season game 
in New Orleans that first 
week because of weather.

Also, oil had been discov-
ered 10 miles west of town in 
the Orange Oil Field. Orange 
had become a boom town 
with a different atmosphere 
than in 1921.  One night, a 
man shot his wife to death in 
Fifth Street a few yards from 
the hotel.

The Rotary Club held a 
luncheon for the Cardinals 
and Connie Mack’s Athletics 
at the Holland Hotel that 
year. Rotary members then 
used their personal cars to 
drive members of both teams 
across the wood-plank roads 
into the Orange Oil Field so 
they could see the sites of the 
wells being dug and the land-
scape of wooden oil derricks.

The biggest news in 1922 
came on March 24 when 
Baseball Commissioner 
Kenesaw Mountain Landis 
arrived by train to see the 
Cardinals play. Mayor W.E. 
Lea even declared a half-hol-
iday in Landis’s honor.

Landis was a federal judge 
when he was appointed the 
first baseball commissioner 
after the 1919 Black Sox 
scandal of the World Series.

After he arrived in town, 

he had what the newspaper 
described as a “hearty break-
fast.” Then he wanted to play 
golf. That request led to him 
making local history. He was 
in the first foursome to play 
at Sunset Grove Country 
Club.

Lutcher Stark had built the 
Donald Ross-designed 
course and private club-
house, but it had not opened, 
yet. Who was going to deny 
one of the most famous men 
in America a chance to play 
on a course by a legendary 
designer?

Landis, along with Rickey, 
joined with local business 
leaders F.H. Farwell and 
George Holland to play the 
18-hole Sunset Grove course.

The commissioner appar-
ently enjoyed his stay in Or-
ange and said  the Cardinals 
would be back the next year. 
However, Rickey decided dif-
ferently. The March 24, 1922, 
game at West End Park was 
the last the Cardinals had in 
Orange. They never re-
turned.

Hornsby, Rickey, Mack, 
and Landis all are in base-
ball’s Hall of Fame and were 
at West End Park. Also play-
ing on the field was George 
“Specs” Toporcer of the Car-
dinals, credited as the first 
player to wear eyeglasses 
during a game.

• Sabine Lake
GOOD. 55 degrees. Jetty 

fishing is producing good 
drum and sheepshead with 
some redfish near the rocks 
using dead shrimp. In the 
channel trout fishing is good 
over shell off points and 
drops live shrimp under pop-
ping corks, and morning glo-
ry chartreuse Z-Man paddle 
tails. The south end of the 
lake is holding trout on the 
reefs using a �¾ ounce jig 
heads with red shad in 4-15 
feet of water. Bank fishermen 
along the North Levee Road 

bringing in trout to 5 pounds 
on the first and second pipes 
using live shrimp under pop-
ping corks and artificials. 
North Sabine lake holding 
trout in 2-4 feet of water. 
Drift Sydney Island to East 
Pass with live shrimp under 
a popping cork. Neches River 
has slot redfish and slot 
flounder in 8-14 feet of water 
off points and drops on the 
flats. Key on mullet and 
you’ll find the fish. Drum 
and sheepshead in the cuts in 
11-14 feet of water on live or 
dead shrimp.

Report by Captain Randy 

Foreman, Captain Randy’s 
Guide Service Sabine Lake.

• Bolivar
GOOD. 51 degrees. Han-

na’s Reef Catching a few 
trout on soft-dine, fat boy 
and other twitchers. Jetties 
are holding redfish and black 
drum on the channel side. 
Whichever jetty allows the 
calm is producing speckled 
trout on popping corks with 
live shrimp. With another 
cold front coming look for 
fish to switch from 5-7 feet of 
water to 7-9 feet of water.

Reported by Captain Ray-
mond Wheatley, Tail Spotter 
Guide Service LLC.

• Trinity Bay
GOOD. 61 degrees. Bur-

nett Bay, San Jacinto Bay and 
Sylvan Beach are good for 
sheepshead, a few oversized 
drum, keeper black drum, 
and fair catches of speckled 
trout. Best bite is on live 
shrimp fished underneath 
popping corks. Report by 
Captain David Dillman, 
Galveston Bay Charter Fish-
ing.

• East Galveston 
Bay

GOOD. 61 degrees.

Sheepshead are dominating 
the catches. A few bull reds 
being landed in deeper wa-
ter, around channels and the 
gas wells using live shrimp. 
Report by Captain David 
Dillman, Galveston Bay 
Charter Fishing.

• Galveston Bay
GOOD. 55 degrees. 

Sheepshead are dominating 
the catches. Best on live 
shrimp. Report by Captain 
David Dillman, Galveston 
Bay Charter Fishing. Galves-
ton Bay holding trout at the 
reefs along the shoreline 
from April Fool Reef to Eagle 
Point. Reported by Captain 
Raymond Wheatley, Tail 

Spotter Guide Service LLC.

• West Galveston  
    Bay

GOOD. 62 degrees. Best 
fishing is over deeper shell, 
in the mud streaks using 
dark colored lures. Report by 
Captain David Dillman, 
Galveston Bay Charter Fish-
ing.

• Texas City
GOOD. 61 degrees. Big 

black drum are good at night 
on cut bait. Dollar Bay has 
redfish and black drum by 
the grass on dead shrimp. 
Wade Fishing near the flood 
gate. 

Open: Tuesday-Friday: 9 AM - 6 PM 
Saturday: 9 AM - 3 PM Closed: Sunday and Monday

SPARTAN RT-HD
• AVAILABLE IN 54” AND 61”
• ENGINE – FX801V
• 11 MPH TOP SPEED
• FRONT AND REAR
 RADIAL TIRES
• 6” DEEP, REINFORCED
 7 GAUGE
• XTF DECK SYSTEM

SPARTAN RZ-C
• AVAILABLE IN 42”
• ENGINE – KAWASAKI     
FR651
• 5 GALLON FUEL TANK
• 4” DEEP DECK
• 1 ½ X 3” TUBULAR
 WELDED FRAME
• VIBRATION CONTROL DECK SYSTEM
• VERSA GUARD PERSONALIZED
 CONTROL PANEL
• TUFF TORQ 300 SERIES
 HYDRAULIC DRIVE

Up To 0%
Financing

For 48-Months
With Approved Credit

3500 WEST IH-10
ORANGE • (409) 886-1995

3-Year
Warranty

Orange once had major league baseball From Page 1B

Gulf Coast Fishing Reports . . .
This week’s fishing reports were compiled by Texas Parks and Wildlife Departent.
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Tommy Mann Jr.
For The Record

With only a few weeks of 
winter remaining, the spring 
concert schedule and festival 
season begins to build as 
seasons change. Big events 
have been added at venues in 
Southeast Texas and South-
west Louisiana, so check out 
the list of events below and 
make plans now.

 
March 2 Tim Mc-

Graw, Houston Rodeo, NRG 
Stadium, Houston

 
March 3 For King and 

Country,  Houston Rodeo, 
NRG Stadium, Houston

 
March 4 Ricky Mar-

tin,  Houston Rodeo, NRG 
Stadium, Houston

 
March 4 Maxwell, An-

thony Hamilton, Joe, Toyota 
Center, Houston

 
March 4 Johnny 

Mathis, Golden Nugget Ca-
sino, Lake Charles, La.

 
March 5 John Par-

di,  Houston Rodeo, NRG 
Stadium, Houston

 
March 6  Los Tucanes de 

Tijuana,  Houston Rodeo, 
NRG Stadium, Houston

 
March 7 Luke Bry-

an,  Houston Rodeo, NRG 
Stadium, Houston

 
March 8 Marren Mor-

ris,  Houston Rodeo, NRG 
Stadium, Houston

 
March 8 Sevendust, Tet-

rarch, Dead Poet Soci-
ety, House of Blues, Houston

 
March 9 Kane 

Brown,  Houston Rodeo, 
NRG Stadium, Houston

 March 10 Journey, Hous-
ton Rodeo, NRG Stadium, 
Houston

  March 10 The Dear 
Hunter,  White Oak Music 
Hall, Houston

 
March 11 Doug 

Stone, The Oaks Event Cen-

ter, Vidor
 
March 11 Bun B, Slim 

Thug, Lil Flip, Lil Keke, 
Z-Ro, Houston Rodeo, NRG 
Stadium, Houston

 
March 11 Candle-

box, Golden Nugget Casino, 
Lake Charles, La.

 
March 12 Parker Mc-

Collum,  Houston Rodeo, 
NRG Stadium, Houston

 
March 12 Casey Dona-

hew Band,  Golden Nugget 
Casino, Lake Charles, La.

 
March 12 Dua Lipa, Toy-

ota Center, Houston
 
March 13 Dierks Bent-

ley,  Houston Rodeo, NRG 
Stadium, Houston

 
March 14 Sam 

Hunt, Houston Rodeo, NRG 
Stadium, Houston

 
March 15 Gwen Ste-

fani,  Houston Rodeo, NRG 
Stadium, Houston

 March 16 Khalid, Hous-
ton Rodeo, NRG Stadium, 
Houston

 
March 17 Chris Staple-

ton,  Houston Rodeo, NRG 
Stadium, Houston

 
March 17 Meshuggh, 

Torche,  Warehouse Live, 
Houston

 
March 18 Marshmel-

lo,  Houston Rodeo, NRG 
Stadium, Houston

 
March 18 Cannibal 

Corpse, WhiteCha-
pel,  White Oak Music Hall, 
Houston

 
March 19 Brad Pais-

ley,  Houston Rodeo, NRG 
Stadium, Houston

 
March 19 Chris Brown, 

Monica, Bryson Til-
ler, Toyota Center, Houston

 
March 19 Buddy Guy, 

Colin James,  House of 
Blues, Houston

 
March 20 George Strait, 

Ashley McBride,  Houston 
Rodeo, NRG Stadium, Hous-
ton

 
March 25 Johnny Riv-

ers,  Golden Nugget Casino, 
Lake Charles, La.

 
March 25 Daugtry, 

Tremonti,  Revention Music 
Center, Houston

 
March 25 New Edi-

tion,  Toyota Center, Hous-
ton

 
March 26 Tracy Law-

rence, Golden Nugget Casi-
no, Lake Charles, La.

 
March 27 Tyler the Cre-

ator,  Toyota Center, Hous-
ton

 
March 27 Matthew 

West, Hannah Kerr, Jor-
dan Feliz, Jefferson Theatre, 
Beaumont

 
March 28 The Flaming 

Lips, House of Blues, Hous-
ton

 
March 29 Ministry, Mel-

vins, Corrosion of Confor-
mity, House of Blues, Hous-
ton

 
April 1 Sepultura, Ware-

house Live, Houston
 
April 6 Fit for a King, Si-

lent Planet, White Oak Mu-
sic Hall, Houston

 
April 7 Hillsong United, 

Chris Tomlin, Toyota Cen-
ter, Houston

 
April 7 Eric John-

son,  House of Blues, Hous-
ton

 
April 9 Ricardo Arjo-

na, Toyota Center, Houston

 
April 9 Drowning Pool, 

(hed)pe, Inner Im-
age, Warehouse Live, Hous-
ton

 
April 10 Apocalypti-

ca, House of Blues, Houston
 
April 14 Carvin Jones 

Band,  Jefferson Theatre, 
Beaumont

 
April 15 Megadeth, 

Lamb of God, Trivium, In 
Flames,  Cajundome, Lafay-
ette, La.

 
April 15 Band of Hea-

thens,  White Oak Music 
Hall, Houston

 
April 16 Dragon-

force,  Warehouse Live, 
Houston

 
April 16 Dustin 

Lynch,  L’Auberge Casino 
Resort, Lake Charles, La.

 
April 20 Testament, Ex-

odus, Death Angel,  White 
Oak Music Hall, Houston

 
April 22 Candlemass, 

Dark Angel,  White Oak 
Music Hall, Houston

 
April 23 John May-

er, Toyota Center, Houston
 
April 23 Jerry 

Cantrell,  House of Blues, 
Houston

 
April 23 Morgan Wal-

len, Hardy, Larry Fleet, Ca-
junDome, Lafayette, La.

 
April 26 Bon Jovi, Toyota 

Center, Houston

 
April 29 Justin 

Bieber,  Toyota Center, 
Houston

April 30 Wayne Toups, 
Port Neches Riverfest, Port 
Neches

 
April 30 All That Re-

mains, Miss May I, Vari-
als, Tallah,  Scout Bar, 
Houston

 
April 30 Deftones, Goji-

ra,  White Oak Music Hall, 
Houston

May 14 T. Graham 
Brown, Layne Allen, The 
Oaks Event Center, Vidor

 
May 14 Eagles,  Toyota 

Center, Houston
 
May 19 New Kids on the 

Block, Toyota Center, Hous-
ton

May 28 “BUZZFEST” 
feat. Papa Roach, Seether, 
Bush, The Nu, Dead Sara, 
10 Years, Cynthia Woods 
Mitchell Pavilion, The 
Woodlands

 

June 2 38 Special, Arena 
Theatre, Houston

June 9 Brooks and Dunn, 
Jordan Davis, Dillon Car-
michael, Cajundome, Lafay-
ette, La.

 
June 10 Tony Jack-

son, The Oaks Event Center, 
Vidor

June 17 Crystal Gayle, 
Jefferson Theatre, Beaumont

 
June 25 Tom Keifer, L.A. 

Guns, Faster Pussy-
cat,  Warehouse Live, Hous-
ton

July 8 Hank Williams 
Jr., Golden Nugget Casino, 
Lake Charles, La.

 
July 12 Hanson, House of 

Blues, Houston
 
July 15 The Kenny 

Wayne Shepherd 
Band, House of Blues, Hous-
ton

 
July 24 Styx, REO Speed-

wagon, Loverboy,  Cynthia 
Woods Mitchell Pavilion, 
The Woodlands

The Cult returns to Southwest Louisiana this spring for a performance at the Golden Nugget Casino 
in Lake Charles, La., on April 29. Tickets are available now through the venue website for ages 21 
and older.
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Entertainment Guide:

Upcoming area concerts

BUY HERE! PAY HERE! OPEN: MONDAY-FRIDAY 9 A.M. TO 5 P.M. CLOSED SATURDAY & SUNDAY.
CORNER OF MACARTHUR AND HENRIETTA STREET, ORANGE, 409-670-0232

All Prices Plus TT&L. Photos For Illustration Purposes Only

FREEDOM SALEVintage & Hard To Find Autos 

Harmon Used Cars 

WAS
$13,500

NOW

‘78 Oldsmobile
Toronado XS

A Restorable Classic
$3750 CASH

$7500 CASH

White Lincoln Town Car Limo - 10 Passenger
Lincoln Town Car Limousine

Ready To Ride
$7500 CASH

Harmon: “Famous For Fairness!”

‘94  Chevrolet Corvette

2008 Nissan Quest

Sale $4500

$9800 CASH

$1750 CASH
Gray, Air, Power,  
Auto. Trans. Very 

Clean,
Good Condition,

A Good Point A To
Point B Vehicle.

129K Miles.

White, Hard Top AT, AC, 
Loaded, Red Leather,

Interior, 72K Miles,
Stk. No. 980P

‘79 Chrysler Cardoba
A Restorable Classic

1979 Cadillac Eldorado
A Little Touch Of Hollywood!

Must See. Cut Top, Stardust Paint,
Flame Car. Restorable Classic!
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HARRY’S APPLI-
ANCES - Used appli-
ances starting at 
$99.95, 302 10th. St. 
(10th. & main) Or-
ange, We also buy 
used appliances, Call 
or come by 409-886-
4111.

House for rent NOW, 
2 BR/1 BA w/LR, K, 
DR & AC/H. Hard-
wood floors, freshly 
painted, quiet area, 
LCM Schools, bus 
stops out front & nev-
er flooded. Stove, 
Fridge, water, trash & 
yard work furnished.  
NO Smoking/No 
Pets/NO HUD, call 
409-883-3619

For Rent 2 bedroom, 
1 bath in Orangefield 
School District.  $850 
month, $500 deposit. 
Call for more info 
409-313-4338

3 Bedroom, 2 bath 
home in Mauriceville. 
Water, Lawn Care, 
Trash pickup includ-
ed. No Pets, No Smok-
ing. Deposit required, 
$1250.00 month.  Call 
409-284-4446

RV Space available.  
High and dry, private 
property off Hwy 87 
N.  $35 for 30 amp, 
$400 for 50 amp.  
Price includes water, 
sewer and electricity.  
Call 409-779-1492

To a good home, 
fenced yard.  Some-
one who is caring, 
loving and mostly pa-
tient.  2 female dogs 
that were abandoned, 
apprx. 2 yrs old, 1 
brindle  and 1 white.  
Please help them, 
409-882-9320 or 409-
313-4914.

Garage Sale this Sat. 
March 5th from 7 am 
to 2 pm at 17403 FM 
105 in Orange, by 
sharp curve.  Two 
Families, lots of stuff. 

FOR  REN T

A P P L I A N C E S

• Garage Sales
• Birthdays
• For Sale 

• Weddings
• Rentals

• Memorials
• Services  

• Engagements
 

THE RECORD
Community Classifieds

Call 735-5305
• Penny Record Office: 333 West Roundbunch, Bridge City

• County Record Office: 320 Henrietta, Orange
Note: Offices Closed On Wednesday

•  Just $10 For A 30 Word Ad In Both Papers And The Web
•  Classified Newspaper Deadline: Monday 5 P.M. For Upcoming Issue
•  You Can Submit Your Ad ANYTIME Online At TheRecordLive.com

Your ads published in both newspapers,
the County Record and the Penny Record
plus on our web site TheRecordLive.com

ORANGE’S OLDEST HOMETOWN APPLIANCE DEALER                            

 HARRY’S
APPLIANCE & SERVICE, INC.

• FREEZERS • DISHWASHERS 
• REFRIGERATORS • WASHERS & DRYERS

• RANGES • AIR CONDITIONERS
We sell parts for all major brands - We service what we sell!

    409•886•4111 302 10th St.
Orange

FREE LOCAL 
DELIVERY

SI NC E  19 6 3

Stakes Electric
COMMERCIAL • RESIDENTIAL
OLD HOMES • LED UPGRADES

ALL UNDERGROUND

409-749-4873
Licensed

Customer: #25151  Master: #14161

R V  S PA CE  F O R  R E N T

PETS

HELP 
WANTED

FULL TIME &
PART TIME

GROCERY STOCKERS
GROCERY CHECKERS 

- DELI WORKERS

APPLY IN PERSON 
ONLY  - NO PHONE 

CALLS PLEASE!

K-DAN”S
SUPER FOODS _ 

9604 FM 105

DANNY’S SUPER FOODS

2003 Western

BIRTHS  
ENGAGEMENTS  

LEGALS
WEDDINGS  

MEMORIALS  
ANNIVERSARIES     

Please call us at 
409-735-5305 

or 
409-886-7183

GARAGE SALE 

YOUR CARD AD HERE!
409-886-7183 

BUSINESS CARD LISTINGS  409•886•7183 or 409•735•5305

TRACTOR 
WORK

• Bush Hogging  
• Water 

• Dirt & Shell  
  • Sewer

• Electrical  
• Digging Services

LOCAL
409-670-2040

American 
Legion Post 49
409-886-1241

Hall Rental

V I S I T  &  R E A D  U S  A T
T H E R E C O R D L I V E . C O M

LEGALS

NOTICE TO
CREDITORS
Notice to all 

persons having 
claims against the 
Estate of CHARLIE 
BELL BROWN,   
Deceased.  PLEASE 
TAKE NOTICE that 
on MARCH 05, 
2021, administra-
tion of the Estate 
of Charlie Bell 
Brown, Deceased, 
was commenced 
by the issuance 
of original Letters 
Testamentary for 
an independent 
a d m i n i s t r a t i o n 
of that Estate, to 
Sharon Hendrix, 
I n d e p e n d e n t 
Executrix by the 
Clerk of the Court 
in the captioned 
p r o c e e d i n g , i n 
Cause No. P18946, 
pending in the 
County Court at 
Law of Orange 
County, Texas.

All persons hav-
ing claims against 
the Estate are 
notified to present 
those claims within 
the time prescribed 
by law, in writing, to 
the attorney for said 
Estate representa-
tive shown below.

Respectfully submitted,
Law Office of Alan 
Sanders

Alan Sanders
P. Alan Sanders

Attorney for Sharon Hendrix

Texas Bar No. : 
17602100
527 21st Street, # 27
Galveston, TX 77550
(409)497-4173
Email:  Alan@
AlanSanders.com
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Let Orange County know about your church services.
List them here just $10 per week. Call 735-5305 or 886-7183
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BC Middle School ‘springs’ into 2022
Students are off and running as UIL spring events and contests get underway

8TH GRADE GIRLS TRACK TEAM
Top Row (left to right): Kaylee Britten, Isabel Potter, Darbi Carpen-

ter, Kinsley Cammack, Allie Posey, MaKenna Knight, Emma Buysse, 
Kailey Nelson, Anna Kelly, Trinity Peveto

Middle Row (left to right): Briley Cockerham,  Jayden Hawkins, Ka-
mryn Landry, Brooklyn Tregre, Marleigh Boyd, Ava Anderson, macken-
zie Baker, Gabby Moore

Bottom Row (left to right): Kyler Dupuis, Adia Romero, Alexa Soto, 
Leanna Davidson

8TH GRADE BOYS TRACK TEAM
Top Row (left to right): Atticus Moore, Slade Herman, Jonah McEl-

roy, Ethan Hernandez, Aaden Bush, Hunter Silveria, John Smart, 
Brayden Denison, Owen Tucker, Ayden Rico, Christian Sanchez,

Second Row Standing (left to right): Landon LeLeaux, Abraham 
Munguia, Landon Gutierrez, JJ Rougeau, Ethan Pridemore, Austin Ha-
thaway; Middle Row (left to right): Brayden Warner, Koby Dean, Hunter 
Ford, Collin Moody, Kevin Cordova, Jaidyn Simmons, Adison Woods

Bottom Row (left to right): Judson Carlin, Kolby Leblanc, Carson 
Sauceda, Dylan Bradley, Grant O’Quinn, Braxton Lynam, Dane Shaffer

7TH GRADE GIRLS TRACK TEAM
Top Row (left to right): Maiya Ezell, Kinsley Conner, Peyton Dupuis, 

Ellie Latiolais, Ella Droddy, Charley Gauthier, Blakely Hornsby
Middle Row (left to right): Kourtney Winfrey, Alex Ney, Mai Spell, 

Peyton Melancon, Kenzie Fontenot, Kaitlyn Hebert, Madeleine Doyle, 
Hailey Ford

7TH GRADE BOYS BASKETBALL RED TEAM
Top Row (left to right): Hudson Hoffman, Bryce Breeden, Joel Wil-

liams, Caleb Heraldez, Coach Spell
Middle Row (left to right): Luke Nelson, Jayden Dodge, Keegan Tra-

han, Luke Boudreaux
Bottom Row (left to right): Tanner Moore, Davin Sutherland

7TH GRADE BOYS TRACK TEAM
Top Row (left to right): Hayden Holden, Reece Skinner, Carson 

Bounds, Cashius King, Luke Nelson, Keagan Trahan, Davin Suther-
land, Bryce Breeden, Collin Butler, Alex Chappell

Middle Row (left to right): Isaiah Del Hierro, Ryder Melanson, Jayden 
Dodge, Jackson Richey, Ricky Kelly, Joel Williams, Keaton Snell

Bottom Row (left to right): Carson Richey, Cole Norwood, Anthony 
Rinehart, Malachi Lyda, Case Norwood

7TH GRADE UIL CONTESTANTS
Top Row (left to right): Carter Gassen, Wyatt Watson, Evan Hull, Dak 

Sims,Colt Melton, Tai Le, Corey Delcambre, Kayson Morris, Xavier 
Snell, Caden Evans, Ben Mott, Kade Gassen, Kanaan Bell

Middle Row (left to right): Taylor Tran, Audrey Bailey, Andraya Bia-
gas, Madelyn Van Ee, Austin Steele, Mackenzie Cook, Madeline Doyle, 
Kenzie Fontenot, Karissa Ogea

Bottom Row (left to right): Arabella Varnon, Erin Tran, Kourtney 
Winfrey, Alex Ney, Uyen Ly, Currie Jones, Jordan Rodriguez, Kennedy 
Smith

8TH GRADE UIL CONTESTANTS
Top Row (left to right): Carter Gassen, Wyatt Watson, Evan Hull, Dak 

Sims,Colt Melton, Tai Le, Corey Delcambre, Kayson Morris, Xavier 
Snell, Caden Evans, Ben Mott, Kade Gassen, Kanaan Bell

Middle Row (left to right): Taylor Tran, Audrey Bailey, Andraya Bia-
gas, Madelyn Van Ee, Austin Steele, Mackenzie Cook, Madeline Doyle, 
Kenzie Fontenot, Karissa Ogea

Bottom Row (left to right): Arabella Varnon, Erin Tran, Kourtney 
Winfrey, Alex Ney, Uyen Ly, Currie Jones, Jordan Rodriguez, Kennedy 
Smith

GO BIG RED!

Be a part of all that’s offered!

6TH GRADE UIL CONTESTANTS
Top Row (left to right): Caleb Woodard, Jaydon Garcia, Carson 

Moore, Camilo Mendoza, Cael Flatt, Duc Le, Gavin Williams
Bottom Row (left to right): Jackson DeShazo, Zain Chuchwalkha, 

Kendal Krailo, Flora Acosta, Kate Buysse, London Kennedy, Aiden Er-
win, Angel Garcia

7TH GRADE BOYS BASKETBALL WHITE TEAM
Top Row (left to right): Carson Young, Braylyn Atia, Coach Austin 

Spell, Slade Landry, Alex Chappel
Bottom Row (left to right): Collin Butler, Lane Blackwell, Maddox 

Campbell, Miles Campbell, Garrett Worthy

7TH GRADE GIRLS BASKETBALL WHITE TEAM
Top Row (left to right): Paisley Brown, Kylie Whatley,  Abigail 

Stephenson,Kaylee Brown?? Coach Haynes, Maiya Ezell,  Maggie 
Gilleland,Charley Gauthier

Bottom Row (left to right): Kourtney Winfrey, Peyton Melancon, Ella 
Droddy

7TH GRADE GIRLS BASKETBALL RED TEAM
Top Row (left to right): Madeleine Doyle, Hailey Ford, Karina Win-

frey, Karsen Bock, Coach Mulhollan, Reagan Perritt, Gracie Pelier, El-
lie Latiolais

Bottom Row (left to right): Landry Theriot, Blakely Hornsby

8TH GRADE BOYS BASKETBALL WHITE TEAM
Top Row (left to right): Ayden Rico, Coach Shelly Smart, Coach Alex 

Spell, Hunter Silveria, Brady Havard
Bottom Row (left to right): Hayden Sleeman, Asher Richardson, Kol-

by Leblanc, Nolan Leblanc, Keaton Mitchuka, Jacob Maldonado

8TH GRADE BOYS BASKETBALL RED TEAM
Top Row (left to right): Ethan Hernandez, Aaden Bush, Coach Alex 

Spell, Coach Shelly Smart, Juan Garcia, John Smart
Middle Row (left to right): Braxton Lynam, Judson Carlin, Braydon 

Denison, Abraham Munguia
Bottom Row (left to right): Landon Leleaux, Landon Gutierrez

8TH GRADE GIRLS BASKETBALL WHITE TEAM
Top Row (left to right): Darbi Carpenter, Kaylynne Christian, Emily 

Jones, Coach Quarles, Emma Buysse, Kinsley Cammack, Presley Du-
cote

Bottom Row (left to right): Ava Anderson, Briley Cockerham, Kim-
berly Mendoza, Isabel Potter

8TH GRADE GIRLS BASKETBALL RED TEAM
Left to right: Cambree Lacomb, Kaylee Britten, Bailee Jacobs, Ken-

nedy Campbell, Gabby Moore, Coach Wiegreffe, Kailey Nelson, McK-
enna Knight, Kennedy Sheffield, Presley Newton

BCISD
Bridge City Independent School District

‘Best In Texas!’ bridgecityisd.net

“Be A Part Of All That’s Offered”


