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Permit issued for 
interior of new 
hospital complex

Orange County is anoth-
er step closer to getting a 
new hospital-medical cen-
ter as the city of Orange has 
issued a $6.95 million per-
mit for the interior work. 
The exterior has been un-
der construction for more 
than a year. 

The permit was issued to 
Arch-Com Corporation, a 
national construction com-
pany that has a division 
specializing in healthcare 
facilities.

The new medical com-
plex is being developed by 
NexCore and Christus 
Southeast Texas Health 
Services. It is set to include 
a 24-hour emergency room 
operated by Christus, along 
with diagnostic services.  
The complex will have a to-
tal of 55,000 square feet 
with the top floors leased to 
independent physicians.

When the ground-break-
ing ceremony was held in 
2021, the projected timeline 
for the opening was in the 
spring of 2023. However, 

with the interior permit 
having been issued in De-
cember, that date will likely 
need to be delayed.

Orange County has not 
had an in-patient hospital 
since 2015 when Baptist 
Hospital of Southeast Texas 
closed the 122-patient room 
hospital on Strickland 
Drive. The next year, 2016, 
Baptist closed the emergen-
cy room at the hospital, 
though it has maintained 
some out-patient medical 
service.

A group of citizens in 
2017 organized a county 
election to establish a 
countywide hospital dis-
trict with taxing powers to 
build and maintain a new 
hospital, but voters over-
whelmingly rejected the 
proposal.

Since then, the effort to 
get a new hospital has been 
a united effort. Longtime 
Orange physician Dr. Mar-
ty Rutlege has been instru-
mental in helping to put to-
gether the project. 

The new hospital will be 

Single mothers with un-
planned pregnancies will 
now have a Christian-based 
support group as the Bridge 
City-Orangefield Ministe-
rial Alliance teams up with 
the international Embrace 
Grace program.

Melissa Isaacs, director 
of the Ministerial Alliance, 
said the 12-week course 
will begin on Wednesday, 
January 25, in the evening 
and continue on Wednes-
day evenings until complet-
ed. The pregnant women 
will have mentors who have 
faced similar situations. 
The courses will include 
practical and spiritual ad-
vice for pregnancy and tak-

ing care newborn children.
At the end of the courses, 

each expectant, or mother 
of a newborn, will have a 
baby shower with local 
churches and members do-
nating gifts to help. 

The group also supports 
adoption, Isaacs said. “If the 
mother chooses adoption, 
we will hold a celebration of 
life” party for her, she said. 

The Embrace Grace pro-
gram, Isaacs said, is “Bibli-
cally based” and lessons in-
clude  “no matter what 
you’ve done and what you’ve 
been, God’s grace is with 
you and He loves you.”

Expectant mothers may 
sign up for the program 
through the Ministerial Al-
liance office during work-
ing hours of 9 a.m. to noon 

on Mondays and Wednes-
days. Phone call registra-
tion may also be made 
during those hours at the 
number 409-735-8296.

The Alliance office is on 
West Roundbunch Road 
Bridge City. The office 
space is in a building set up 
in the parking lot of First 
Baptist Church of Bridge 
City. The expectant mother 
classes will be held in the 
Ministerial Alliance offic-
es. 

Isaacs said Embrace 
Grace Bridge City was 
started by Lynette Davis 
and first had space in an-
other church. However, the 
Ministerial Alliance agreed 
to help with the program. 

“We already take care of 
people who need help,” she 

said. So the single expect-
ant mothers program fit 
into the group’s mission.

The Bridge City-Orange-
field Ministerial Alliance is 
one of the faith-based char-
ity services in Orange 
County and serves that 
area, though the expectant 
mothers classes are open to 
everyone with a need.

The Ministerial Alliance 
is supported by churches 
and individuals. Issacs said 
the non-profit group helps 
people having financial dif-
ficulties with food, utilities, 
and rent, if needed. In 2022, 
the group provided food for 
4,120 people and gave toys 
to 605 children at Christ-
mas.

If Orange County had an 
anthem, it would be played 
as Economic Development 
Director Megan Romero 
Layne receives a silver med-
al for having one of the top 
development deals of 2022 
with the new ChevronPhil-
lips chemical plant.

Chevron Phillips, along 
with partner QatarEnergy, 
announced in November 
the new $8.5 billion poly-
mers plant would be built 
here.  Business Facilities 
magazine and website gave 
the Orange County Eco-
nomic Development Cor-
poration a silver medal for 
being the No. 3 best devel-
opment deal of the year. 
The first two awards were 
for technology-related fa-
cilities.

The Southeast Texas 
Workforce has started ad-
vertising to fill the jobs for 
the new plant. People may 
apply through the job por-
tal at the website setworks.
org. The Orange County 
Workforce Solutions office 
is in Orange at 2415 North 

16th Street 
and the 
number is 
409-882-
0302.

The Busi-
ness Facili-
ties plati-
num award 
went to Em-

pire State Development in 
New York state for a $100 
billion deal for MIcron 
Technology. In second 
place with the gold award 
was JobsOhio for a $20 bil-
lion Intel campus. The 
bronze award for fourth 
was  to Savannah Har-
bor-Interstate 16 Joint De-
velopment in Georgia for a 
$5.5 billion Hyundai Mo-
tors plant. 

Chevron Phillips has an-
nounced the name of the 
new plant, which is along 
Highway 87 South between 
Orange and Bridge City, is 
named Golden Triangle 
Polymers. 

The county’s economic 
development board led the 
way to help attract the 
plant’s construction proj-

New support for single expectant mothers

The description of Or-
ange’s new hospital in 1921 
sounds like a peaceful re-
treat for anyone, not just 
those needing medical 
care.

“This delightful hotel for 
the sick is situated in one of 
Texas’ oldest towns—Or-
ange—looking out over the 
gardens and housetops to 
wide flat distances fringed 
by tall pines, while just out 
of sight the Sabine River 
winds towards the Gulf of 
Mexico and is an inland 
waterway of great commer-
cial value,” said a slick bro-
chure booklet printed for 
the opening of the Frances 

Ann Lutcher Hospital. 
The hospital was one of 

the city’s bragging points 
and was a gift from the wid-
ow of timber baron Henry 
Jacob Lutcher. The late his-
torian Dr. Howard Wil-
liams said in his book “Pic-
turing Orange” that Mrs. 
Lutcher had seen horrible 
accidents at the lumber 
mills that once lined the 
Sabine River. Two of those 
mills were owned by the 
Lutcher and Moore Lumber 
Company, founded by her 
husband.

Mrs. Lutcher used her 
fortune to make her name-
sake hospital full of 
then-modern equipment 

Hospital was modern for 1921

County EDC 
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Hiring is starting online
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Frances Ann Lutcher Hospital was built in Orange in 1921 at 
a cost of $300,000 and featured modern equipment and lux-
uries for patients and staff. The four-story red brick building 
was north of Green Avenue..
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Little Cypress Mauriceville High School hosted a special signing ceremony for senior football defensive lineman Amier 
Washington on Wednesday. Washington will be graduating from Little Cypress Mauriceville this spring and will play college 
football with Texas Tech University beginning in the fall. PHOTO ABOVE: Amier Washington is backed by the coaches at Lit-
tle Cypress-Mauriceville as he prepares to go to Texas Tech to play college football next season.      • SEE STORY PAGE 4B

H LCM’S WASHINGTON SIGNS TO PLAY AT TEXAS TECH H
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I hope you all had a very 
Merry Christmas and a safe 
and happy New Year. The 
new year brings a new legis-
lative session, so I’ll be 
spending time in Austin 
working on your behalf 
over the next 140 days.

Here are five things hap-
pening around your state: 

1. Legislature convenes 
for 88th Legislative Ses-
sion  

The Texas Legislature is 
officially back in session! 
Both the Texas Senate and 
Texas House of Representa-
tives gaveled their respec-
tive chambers into session 
on Tuesday, January 10, 
opening the 88th Legisla-
tive session. The entirety of 
all the House and Senate 
members were sworn in on 
opening day, as every mem-
ber was elected in Novem-
ber following redistricting. 
Work now begins on a mul-
titude of issues ranging 

from the state’s 
budget, educa-
tion, transporta-
tion, and more.  

2. Senators 
draw lots for 
term lengths 
following re-
districting

On the second day of ses-
sion, each senator took part 
in a once-a-decade event. 
Every ten years, the US 
Census is released and 
states go through redis-
tricting. As such, every 
member of the Senate must 
run for re-election regard-
less of when their four year 
term would end. When 
members are elected and 
sworn in, the Texas Consti-
tution dictates that sena-
tors are divided by lot into 
two classes. Half the mem-
bers will be given a two year 
term and the other half will 
serve a normal four year 
term. The members who 

have two year terms 
will, upon re-elec-
tion, serve four year 
terms. This is to en-
sure that only half 
the senate member-
ship is up for 
re-election in any 
given election year. 

I’m happy to report 
that I drew a four 

year term and am honored 
to continue to serve the 
people of East and South-
east Texas. 

3. Comptroller Hegar 
releases Biennial Reve-
nue Estimate

Texas Comptroller Hegar 
released the Biennial Reve-
nue Estimate earlier this 
month, which is a projec-
tion of how much money 
the state has to spend over 
the next two years. He said 
the state has $188.2 billion 
available to spend for the 
2024-2025 biennium. The 
estimate includes a $32.7 

billion surplus from the last 
two years, which is credited 
to economic growth, gas 
prices, inflation, and other 
economic elements. This is 
the largest budget projec-
tion legislators have ever re-
ceived. However, the Legis-
lature will only spend what 
is necessary after careful 
consideration. It is also 
more than the Texas Con-
stitution will legally allow 
legislators to appropriate 
without bypassing the 
spending cap. Last session, 
we passed Senate Bill 1336 
which limits increases of 
state expenditures by tying 
the cap to population 
growth and inflation. The 
legislature can only exceed 
the spending cap by adopt-
ing a resolution that identi-
fies an emergency and is 
passed by 3/5th of the mem-
bers.  Texas’ budget surplus 
comes at the same time that 
other states are battling se-
vere budget deficits. Cali-
fornia is facing a $22.5 bil-

lion deficit and will be 
forced to make cuts in the 
coming year. 

4. New laws took effect 
January 1 

Starting January 1 of this 
year, several new laws that 
were passed during the 
2021 legislative sessions 
took effect, including laws 
on property tax reform and 
reforms to the judicial 
branch, among others. The 
property tax bill, Senate Bill 
12 authored by Sen. Betten-
court, provides school dis-
trict tax rate reduction for 
homesteads owned by el-
derly or disabled persons. 
Texans statewide received a 
similar reduction after the 
86th Legislature, but that 
effort inadvertently left out 
elderly or disabled home-
steads. 

Another provision going 
into effect creates 10 dis-
trict courts, five statutory 
county courts, one statuto-
ry probate court, and one 
criminal magistrate court. 
It revises jurisdiction of 
certain courts and the du-
ties of other courts. Addi-
tionally, the law, House Bill 
3774 authored by Rep. Jeff 

Leach, makes revisions to 
the Forensic Science Com-
mission, specialty court 
programs, and the protec-
tive order registry.   

5. Legislature to take 
up redistricting again to 
ensure constitutionality 

As you may recall, the 
Legislature passed newly 
drawn district maps during 
a special session in 2021 
based on the Census. How-
ever, the Texas Constitu-
tion states in Article 3 Sec-
tion 28 that “the Legislature 
shall, at its first regular ses-
sion after the publication of 
the each United States’ de-
cennial census, apportion 
the state into senatorial and 
representative districts.” 
The Census was released 
later than usual in 2021 due 
to COVID-19. Therefore, 
the 88th legislative session 
is technically the first regu-
lar session after the publi-
cation of the census. So, out 
of an abundance of caution, 
the Senate has voted to take 
up redistricting once more 
to ensure the Legislature 
has met its constitutional 
requirements. 

My 5-Cents      By State Sen. Robert Nichols

Sen. Nichols

Last Tuesday the Texas 
Legislature began to solve 
problems that accumulated 
for 730 days in a 140-day 
session.  Our state’s consti-
tution which has been 
amended dozens of times 
requires that the Legisla-
ture meet not more than 
140 days every other year.  

History gives us several 
reasons that our state’s con-
stitution requires the Legis-
lature to meet only every 
other year.  And, limits it to 
a certain period of time.  
The original requirement 
put a 120-day limit but was 
amended in the late 60s to 
increase the time to 140 
days. 

In the 1870s there was 
still much to do about the 
result of the Civil War plus 
the fact that the Legislature 
was an agrarian state and it 
was not easy to travel far for 
the sake of politics.  Obvi-

ously, in the 1970s you 
could not get Southwest 
Airlines from El Paso to 
Austin.  From the begin-
ning of our constitution 
there has always been a 
mistrust of the Legislature.  
For example, when the 
amendment passed chang-

ing the session from 120 
days to 140 it only autho-
rized pay for the legislators 
for 120 of those days. 

Our state’s constitution is 
crammed full of useless and 
out-of-date provisions, 
many of which are ignored 
more than observed.  There 
have been several attempts 
to cure this failing includ-
ing the Constitutional Con-
vention of 1970 when a new 
constitution was created 
and submitted to the voters 
of Texas.  It was roundly de-
feated.  In my opinion, the 
primary reason for its de-
feat was the fact that there 
was a great deal of publicity 
of what was contained in 
the new constitution but 
people were unaware of 
how bad the old one was.

There are still many ad-
vocates for leaving the Leg-
islature meetings on a 
Bi-Annual basis.  Texas has 
a powerful lobby, most of 
whom support every other 
session, primarily because 
meeting that infrequently 

increases the power of not 
only the executive branch 
of government including 
the attorney general, gover-
nor, lieutenant governor 
and speaker but also greatly 
enhances the power of spe-
cial interest lobbyists.  We 
should recall for all the 
time our legislature is not 
meeting, our representative 
government is being han-
dled by someone whom we 
have never had the oppor-
tunity to vote on or select.  
In other words, the state is 
being run by bureaucrats.  I 
know of no one who would 
favor having our school 
board meet every other year 
and yet Texans seem to tol-
erate the billions dollars of 
its tax money and solutions 
to major problems being 
addressed only for 140 days 
in each odd number of 
years. 

Although we tried to 
write a new constitution 
and failed; that’s no good 
reason we should not try 
again.

Sen. Carl Parker
For The Record

Former State Senator
Carl Parker

Carl Parker is a 1958 
graduate of the Universi-
ty of Texas School of 
Law. Elected to the Texas 
House of Representa-
tives in 1962 and the Sen-
ate in 1976. 

ARE YOU A POLITICIAN?
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ect, which included tax 
abatements. The city of 
Orange also disannexed 
some of the land so it 
could be made into a rein-
vestment zone. 

The county’s tax abate-
ment agreement includes 
that the company and con-
tractors try to hire local 
people first. The plant is 
expected to create 500 
permanent, high-paying 
jobs, along with 4,500 
construction jobs that will 
pay in the range of $20 an 
hour or more, plus many 
jobs including per diem 
allowances for living ex-
penses.

Chevron Phillips has 
had a chemical plant in 
Orange for a number of 
years on FM 1006, known 
locally as “Chemical Row.” 
The south end of the acre-
age for the new plant will 
be near the current plant.

The current Chevron 
Phillips petrochemical 
plant was built in 1954 by 
Spencer Chemicals and it 
was purchased by the old 
Gulf Oil Company in 
1963. Gulf merged with 
Chevron in 1984, and 
Chevron later merged 
with Phillips.

Chevron
Phillips
deal From Page 1

New hospital complex From Page 1

named the Gisela House-
man Medical Complex in 
honor of the local philan-
thropist who has donated 
the land. 

The site is in the Eagle 
Point Development acre-
age along the southeast 
corner of Interstate 10 and 
Highway 62, which is 
owned by the Houseman 
Companies of Orange 
County. 

Mrs. Houseman donat-
ed 20 acres for the medical 
complex and the boule-
vard that will lead into the 
acreage. In addition, she 
gave the city another five 
acres of right-of-way for 
utilities to be installed.

The City of Orange Eco-
nomic Development Cor-
poration has given grant 

money for the construc-
tion of the boulevard and 
the infrastructure for wa-
ter and sewer services. 

In addition, the city 
built a new water plant 
with water storage tower 
nearby. The water facili-
ties will provide services 

to the Eagle Point Devel-
opment acreage along 
with continued new devel-
opments along Highway 
62 north and south of In-
terstate 10.

Orange County is plan-
ning to give $200,000 to 
the project from money 

received rom the federal 
American Rescue Plan for 
economic stimulus during 
Covid-19 pandemic.

In August, the Sabine 
River Authority of Texas, 
based in Orange County, 
donated $220,000 for the 
new medical complex.

and luxuries for the staff 
and patients. The Lumber 
World Review Magazine 
in 1921 reported on her 
hospital and said it cost 
$300,000. According to 
the U.S. Bureau of Labor 
Statistics inflation calcu-
lator, that would be about 
$4.7 million today.

“This hospital was con-
structed with the sole pur-
pose of building a thor-
oughly modern hospital 
for surgical and medical 
patients,” the booklet said. 
“In the building and 
equipment of the hospital 
no expense was spared.”

For the grand opening 
of the hospital, Mrs. 
Lutcher had a slick-page 
booklet printed with more 
than a dozen photographs 
and pages of descriptions 
of the furnishings and ser-
vices. The Orange Public 
Library has a copy of the 
booklet in the reference 
section for viewing, but it 
cannot be checked out.

The four-story hospital 
was built between Second 
and Third streets, yards 
south of Green Avenue. 
The building was consid-
ered fireproof because it 
was constructed of rein-
forced concrete with sid-
ing of red brick. It was also 
equipped with an auto-
matic elevator that 
reached all floors.

But most important, the 
hospital had modern 
equipment, including 
electricity. “Edison  him-
self would be delighted at 
the effective use of elec-
tricity,” the hospital book-

let said.
That was especially im-

portant for surgeries. Old-
timers in Orange years 
ago recalled a small hospi-
tal-clinic that had a sky-
light in the surgical room 
to let in light. Surgeries 
were difficult for doctors 
having to use gaslight or 
candlelight at night or on 
cloudy days.

Frances Ann Lutcher 
Hospital had two operat-
ing rooms, both fitted 
with electricity. One had a 
skylight, the other had a 
“Noshado” light system 
light “so that the emergen-
cy operations at night or 
on cloudy days can be car-
ried on with perfect safe-
ty.”

The operating complex 
had a surgeons’ dressing 
room with lockers, a 
“shower bath of porce-
lain,” and lavatories cus-
tom-made with “knee and 
foot controls.”

The landscaped grounds 
included a residence for 
the chief physician plus a 
spacious, two-story house 
built for the nurses who 
were studying and work-
ing at the hospital. After 
three years of courses and 
work, a woman earned the 
title of “registered nurse.” 

The booklet pictured 
the nurses in white dress-
es with capes and the stiff, 
white old-fashioned nurs-
es caps. The furnishings 
in the house included a pi-
ano and a Victrola. The 
house burned in the late 
1970s, but by then was not 
used for nurses and had 

been sold to a private own-
er. 

Physicians included the 
late Dr. Wynne Pearce,  
who delivered thousands 
of babies during his nearly 
60 years of medical prac-
tice here. The doctors 
were treated like kings. Dr. 
Williams, who was also a 
physician, who moved to 
Orange in 1953, once re-
membered the physicians 
dining room having gour-
met meals served on china 
with silverware.

The grounds had side-
walks between the main 
hospital and the two resi-
dential buildings. Patients 
in wheelchairs could be 
pushed on the sidewalks 
to get sunshine and fresh 
air among palm trees and 
live oak trees that were 
planted.

Orange was the only 
city in the county in 1921 
and had a population of 
9,212. The county’s total 
population was 15,379, 

showing  that 6,167 people 
lived outside the city lim-
its.

The hospital had an 
emergency room with 
X-Ray machine, along  
with 60 rooms. In those 
days of racial segregation, 
44 rooms were for white 
patients and 16 were for 
“colored.” The booklet 
said all linens were sani-
tized through a special-
ly-designed laundry. But 
because of the racism at 
the time, the booklet as-
sured white people the lin-
ens used by “colored” had 
an embroidered red mark  
and would not be used for 
them.

Each floor had a glassed-
in sunroom and the book-
let shows the sunrooms 
furnished in stylish wicker 
chairs and tables. The 
booklet described it as 
“reed furniture, cretonne 
covered.” 

“Artistic bird cages 
filled with canaries who 
vie in trills with the mock-
ingbird and cardinals in 
the beautiful grounds give 
a touch of hominess that is 
very comforting,” the 
booklet spoke about the 
porches. 

But like any medical fa-
cility, Frances Ann Lutch-
er Hospital grew outdated. 
The influx of defense 
workers during World 
War II led the federal gov-
ernment to quickly build 
“City Hospital”  and it be-
came the city’s communi-
ty center after the Orange 
Memorial Hospital 
opened in 1958. Orange 

Memorial was a joint com-
munity-industry project 
with the hospital owned 
by the county and operat-
ed by a non-profit com-
munity board. The county 
sold Orange Memorial to 
the Baptist Hospital sys-
tem in 1988 and it closed 
for in-patients in 2015.

Frances Ann Lutcher 
Hospital stayed open until 
1966 and was closed. It 
was demolished in 1972 

and later a nursing home 
was built on the site. The 
nursing home has since 
closed and is now in disre-
pair. 

Huge, century-old live 
oak trees, though, still line 
the block along Pine Ave-
nue and Second and Third 
streets. They are the re-
mainders of the original 
trees planted for the land-
scaped Frances Ann 
Lutcher Hospital.

Expectant mothers
From Page 1

The expectant mothers classes will help the partici-
pants “learn life-changing skills needed to get through 
pregnancy and being a mother,” Isaacs said. Other 
mothers who have faced similar situations will be there 
to guide the participants through what they can expect.

“I’m very excited about this,” Isaacs said.
After the first 12 weeks of classes, the group will be-

gin another 12-week session.
The Embrace Grace website says the group was start-

ed in 2008 and has spread internationally.  “Embrace 
Grace exists to help inspire and equip the church to love 
and  encourage single and pregnant women and their 
families,” the site says. 

The group says it is “pro-life” and “the church should 
be the first place they (single mothers) run, not the last 
place they are welcomed due to shame/guilt.”

Orange’s 1921 modern hospital From Page 1

The hospital was one of the 
city’s bragging points and 
was a gift from the widow of 
timber baron Henry Jacob 
Lutcher
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From the Creaux’s Nest
        COWBOYS ELIMINATE BRADY 

AND BUCCANEERS

The NFL’S third annual “Super Wild Card Week-
end,” so dubbed when the playoff field expanded 
from 12 to 14 teams starting with the 2020 season, 
concluded Monday night as the Dallas Cowboys 
eliminated Tom Brady and the Tampa Bay Bucca-
neers, 31-14. The Cowboys advance to face the NFC 
West champion San Francisco 49ers at Levi’s Stadi-
um next Sunday night. While “America’s Team” is 
obviously the big victor, so is Dak Prescott. The crit-
ics, this one included, had harped on his seven-game 
streak throwing an interception during a season when 
Prescott had a league high 15 INTs. No picks Mon-
day, when Prescott turned in one of the great individ-
ual playoff performances by a Dallas quarterback. 
He became the fifth player in postseason history to 
pass for at least four TDs in a game while rushing for 
another—and the first Cowboy player to do so. He 
also completed 11 straight passes at one point, 
breaking Troy Aikman’s team record for consecutive 
connections in a playoff game. Beat the Niners, and 
Prescott’s playoff record evens at 3-3, make it to the 
Super Bowl and the Cowboys will again be truly 
“America’s Team.”

RAY FONTENOT-102-REMEMBERED
SERVICES TO BE HELD SATURDAY

Ray. Joseph Fontenot, of Orange, passed away 
peacefully on January 9, 2023, at his home. Mass of 
Christian burial will be 10:00 a.m., Saturday, January 
21, at St. Mary Catholic Church. Visitation will be 
from 4:00 to 7:00 p.m., Friday, January 20, at Claybar 
Funeral Home in Orange. Ray Fontenot had voted in 
20 Presidential elections. “Every president from Roos-
evelt to Biden. I voted for Franklin Roosevelt twice.” 
Born on Jan. 5, 1921 and raised in Grand Prairie, Lou-
isiana, near Opelousas, the World War II vet and Du-
Pont retiree was actually alive during the final days of 
the Woodrow Wilson administration, just after the 
ends of World War I (1918) and the Spanish Flu pan-
demic (1920). Warren G. Harding, Calvin Coolidge 
and Herbert Hoover were others who won presiden-
tial elections during Fontenot’s youth. In 1999 he be-
came the oldest Texan to have a heart valve replace-
ment? He only needed a one-night stay in the hospi-
tal. Same with his recent surgery to remove a salivary 
gland tumor. “He’s a tough old bird,” said his daugh-
ter, Belinda Cormier. She says only Covid-19 changed 
his lifestyle. A longtime fan of Houston Astros base-
ball, George Springer, Jose Altuve, Joe Morgan and 
Nolan Ryan, are all time favorites of Fontenot. Grow-
ing up on a farm in Louisiana meant Fontenot wasn’t 
immediately aware of the Great Depression. He had 
plenty of food, and he had a roof over his head. He was 
part of a graduating class of seven at Grand Prairie’s 
school and spent two-plus years in the Civilian Con-
servation Corps before marrying Virgie, his wife of 70 
years until she passed away in 2011. He enlisted in the 
Army Air Corps in 1942 and was discharged in 1946. 
“I’ve had pretty good health all these years and I’ve 
made history on my father’s side of the family, the 
first one to reach 100,” Fontenot said. “But by 2020 I 
had lost many of my friends my age.” When asked to 
name the favorites of all the presidents his life has 
seen he didn’t hesitate, “Roosevelt, Eisenhower and 
Clinton,” he said. I last visited with Ray just before 
COVID drove us all home. He’s one of the great guys 
I’ve known as well as his late brother James Fontenot. 
Please see obituary. May this good man and great 
American rest in peace. 

TURNING BACK THE HANDS OF TIME
10 Years Ago-2013

Last Sunday, Jan. 13, at 3 p.m., Community Church 
filled with mourners who came to say their goodbyes 
to five-year-old West “Indy” Parkhurst, who lost his 
battle to inoperable brain tumor. Throughout his ill-
ness, diagnosed in early 2011, “Indy” remained ac-
tive and fun loving. Everyone who knew him and the 
compassionate community, who heard of his plight, 
loved him. A wise, elderly woman, once told me that 
she had learned in her long life that God sometimes 
loans us special little Angels who bring sunshine 
into our lives until it’s time to go home. “Indy” was a 
little treasure who brought joy to a loving family 
while he was on loan. His stay will never be forgotten 
by those who loved the little guy so much. “Indy” has 
gone home now, to rejoin the Angels. We are truly 
blessed that he came and brought special meaning to 
the lives of so many. Since than his grandfather Judge 
Joe Parkhurst has joined him and his dad Steve has 
become a District Judge. May he rest in peace.***** 
The Bridge City Chamber banquet was a big suc-
cess with an overflow crowd in attendance. The large 
Scales family alone can fill a community center. 
Congrats to Jimmie Scales, Donna‘s longtime hus-
band, who was named “Citizen of the Year.” 
”*****Best wishes to Vidor High School teacher Mis-
ti Dotson, who recently underwent brain surgery and 

is on the road to recovery. Misti is our friend Marilou 
Gunn’s granddaughter.*****We were saddened to 
learn about the death of Betty Lou Womack, age 75, 
who passed away Jan. 10, 2013, formally a resident of 
Orange, who recently had moved back to her home-
town of Madisonville. For over 30 years she was a 
school teacher at West Orange-Stark. Married to 
Phil Womack until his death she made the best of life 
and was liked by everyone who knew her. She was a 
caring, compassionate person. She and her friend 
Cal Broussard enjoyed great times together until Cal 
started battling cancer. Betty Lou stayed by his side 
and slept in his hospital room in Houston every night 
for nearly a year until Cal died at her home. She en-
joyed people and liked her times with her Mardi Gras 
krewe and her group travels. I personally treasure the 
friendship my family and I shared with this kind lady. 

20 Years Ago-2003

Ray Trahan, 63, suffered a massive heart attack 
and died Sunday, Jan. 19. Services were held Jan. 22. A 
native of Kaplan, in Vermillion Parish, he had been 
a resident of Orange County 51 years. He was an ac-
count executive for the Record Newspapers. He had 
retired as director of advertising for the Leader, 
where he worked for 45 years. Record editor, Glenda 
Dyer had known Ray many years as a co-worker at 
the Leader, where she was the editor, said about Ray, 
“He was one of the best read people I knew. Very in-
telligent, well versed in many languages and was 
working on learning languages of the Middle East 
and about the Muslin religion. Nancy Vincent 
called him a longtime friend, and was well versed 
on any subject and had a true wit. Roy Dunn, pub-
lisher of The Record, wrote a Down Life’s Highway 
column about Ray and their similar Cajun back-
ground. He and Ray had breakfast together every 
morning with Ray often bringing boudian from Vet-
erans Grocery. Ray furnished the daily newspapers 
and they discussed the items of the day, in national 
and world affairs. “Boo Boo was one of a kind,” 
Dunn said. “He had read the complete Bible twice 
and had just completed reading the Quran. Ray could 
recall every family he had known and their offspring. 
He had total recall. He often spoke of the old times. 
He was good at playing tennis, loved his family and 
was very generous.” (Editor’s note: Even though Ray 
has been gone 20 years, his next door neighbor, 
Anabel Rost, who died last year, recalled him fondly 
as do so many others.)*****Jace Tyler Belk Bruney 
celebrates a first birthday Jan. 17. His mother is pretty 
April Belk Bruney.  He’s Linda and Clint Belk’s first 
grandchild and a great grandchild of Richard, who 
has set quite a trail for young Jace to follow. (Editor’s 
note: He’s 20 today.)*****Bridge City High School 
retires football jersey #99. That was the number 
worn by kicker for Bridge City High, Matt Bryant. 

50 YEARS AGO-1973

A snow storm blew into Orange County last week. 
The highway froze, and some people were left strand-
ed and had to walk from the Rainbow Bridge back to 
Bridge City. Meanwhile, some of the partying folks 
at Albert’s Inn, on Division Street, walked across the 
street and built two large snowmen at Attorney Bill 
Sexton’s law office yard.*****Joe Runnels ordered a 
steak at the Jack Tar Restaurant when Delia, the 
cute, sexy waitress, asked him, “How did you find 
your steak sir?” Joe replied, “Oh, I just moved the po-
tato and there it was.”*****Sue Vercher is the restau-
rant manager and Catherine and Millie “Tallboy” 
Harper are two other waitresses.*****Doug Perry, 
longtime employee of the Jack Tar Barber Shop, 
owned by Joe Blanda, is the new shop owner. The 
hairless barber invites all of his fair-haired friends to 
come by and let him clip them. *****The district at-
torney’s staff is working six days a week rather than 
five. New County Attorney Sharon Bearden is set-
ting up new record keeping in order to get higher ef-
ficiency and production. Bearden, a mover and shak-
er, works hard and expects his staff to do the same. 
*****President Lyndon B. Johnson (1908-1973) died 
Monday, Jan. 22, in the Texas hill country, the land 
of his birth. 

A FEW HAPPENINGS

Neal Ford has been named Orange County Drain-
age District’s new general manager. Meanwhile Don 
Corona will be GM of special projects.***** Looks like 
Orange County may have another naked azalea 
spring. The sub-freezing weather around Christmas 
killed the leaves on the old azalea bushes around the 
area, but people shouldn’t prune back their bushes. 
Two years ago when the statewide hard freeze hit in 
February, the azalea leaves turned brown and fell off, 
but the buds still bloomed in March on the “naked” 
bushes. Let’s hope the flowers bloom again this 
year.*****Sheila Parks Faske of Rose City, who is a 
regent with the Texas State University System, was 
in Austin this past weekend for the inauguration cer-
emony for Governor Greg Abbott. She’s a former 
Orange County Republican chair and also sits on 
the Rose City City Council.*****The King’s Ball gala 
drew a big crowd at the Expo Center on Saturday 
night with hundreds of ladies dressed in sequins and 
gowns. The men weren’t too shabby, either. Congrat-
ulations to event chair Marquettia Ledet for suc-
cessful gala. This year the celebration of Dr. Martin 
Luther King’s birthday expanded to include profes-
sional seminars and a church service.*****January 
seems to be the month for lawyers to be born. Last 
week local lawyers Rodney Townsend, Jack Smith, 
and Jerry Pennington celebrated birthdays. Other 
birthdays included redheads Stephen Kovatch and 
Greg Gravett, and both have redheaded children. 
Kovatch even has redheaded grands. Bridge City’s 
fisherman extraordinaire Robert Vail had a birth-
day last week, as did former Pinehurst First Lady 
Lyndia Permenter, who is the First Lady of many 
people’s hearts.*****Susan Bonnin Dorman had a 
birthday on the 12th, but Friday the 13th was a bad 
day for her and her husband, Bohn. Their home in 
West Orange was destroyed by a fire officials believe 
started with the water heater. They and their dog es-
caped, but they have been left with nothing. Friends 
have been helping, though. Bridge City business-
woman Candace Aras Mulholland is letting her 
space at 315 Texas Avenue serve as a drop-off spot for 

donations of clothes, household goods, gift cards or 
money. Clothing sizes are women’s size 16 L for pants 
and large for tops, plus size 8 shoes. Bohn wears pants 
of 40/36 and 2XL shirts, along with size 12 
shoes.*****Brandy and Roderick Robertson celebrat-
ed Roderick’s birthday a couple of days early with a 
date night to see comedian Jeff Dunham at Ford 
Park. Stephanie Roberts was among those from Or-
ange County who also attended.*****Super Car Man  
Al Granger is bragging about the Chevrolet Tahoe 
his friend florist Scott Hasty bought in 2008. Scott 
bought the SUV new at the grand opening of Grang-
er Chevrolet and has put more than 500,000 miles on 
it. He’s not ready for a new vehicle, yet, even though 
the Granger brand has 
expanded.*****Congratulations to Bridge City High 
School sophomore McKinlee Carpenter for being 
selected as a model next year for Cheryl Taylor Pho-
tography. McKinlee will be representing the BCHS 
fishing team.*****Roy and Phyl welcomed grand-
daughter Jenna and family from Royalton, MA over 
the weekend. Jenna, husband Robby, Delilah, 15, 
Willow, 7 and Chase 4, drove straight through after 
a stop in Vero Beach, FL for a visit with her sister 
Amber and family. They plan to leave Tuesday for an-
other straight through drive back to Florida and 
then on to Massachusetts. It was a real reunion with  
cousins and kinfolk. Everyone enjoyed the visit.*****I 
noticed that my friend Roderick Robertson turned 
55 on Jan. 16. That used to be the old speed limit but 
since the limit as been raised to 70, he’s a young 
55.*****I’m working on a special project and in need of 
an outside air conditioner, 3 or 4 tons. If you have a 
used one in a shed or in your way, I would like to have 
it at a reasonable price. Please call 409-886-7183 
with information and I will get back with you.***** 
Penny LeLeux informed us that the cast and crew of 
“Shhh” had  won Best Editing, Best Color and Best 
Song for Mike Magnuson’s “Dig a lotta dirt” at the 
MLC Awards in Little Rock, Ark. The editing and 
color treatment is a credit to Travis Myers. Penny, 
Mike and Travis are from Orange County. Congrats 
guys.*****The Wednesday Lunch Bunch returns 
starting next Wednesday Jan. 25. The Lunch Bunch 
will meet every Wednesday at 11:30 at Robert’s Res-
taurant.  If  you come at 12:00 you won’t be consid-
ered late. Keith Wallace, David Bailey and Judge 
Derry Dunn will head up the Bunch. Logan will be 
secretary, not treasurer. Y’all come. Happy days are 
here again.

BREAUX BIRTHDAYS

A few folks celebrating birthdays in the next few 
days. Jan. 18: Brenda Oliver, Bonny Sarver, Dylan 
Huckebay, Misti Jagoe, Tara Thompson.*****Jan. 
19:  Happy Birthday to Judge Hershel Stagner, Can-
dance Clark, Jimmy Whittle, Lis Costilla and Bren-
na Manasco.*****Jan. 20: Celebrating today are Me-
lissa Berry Beth fisher, Steve Griffith, Beverly 
Delahoussaye.*****Jan. 21: Charles Arceneaux, Sar-
ah Bonds, Millagro Foster and David 
Doucet.*****Jan. 22: A year older today are Cris An-
derson, Julian Meadows, Don Collins, Gary Baker, 
Myra Sherwood, Nancy Sieck and Suzanne 
Pittard.*****Jan. 23: Happy Birthday to Sandra Pe-
veto, Caitlyn Lindner, Cindy Cain, Harold Collins, 
Jennifer Grizzaffi, Logan Mitchell, Stephanie 
Smith, Sue Harris, Karen Anthony.*****Jan. 24: Ce-
leb rating are Larry Gray, Randy Franklin, Toni 
Robertson and Eric Shuford.

CAJUN STORY OF THE WEEK

A note from Sostan
Cuzz,
  I just wanted to drop you a note to let you know 

I bought me a Porsche. Sugar Bee like it too. Boy, I 
made a good buy me. I was reading da paper when 
an ad caught my eye what read, $500 Porsche, 2009 
model, low mileage, like new. I’m tinking me, dat 
mus be a joke, but I go to see da lady wat is selling 
it anyway.

  She was lawyer Felix Harrington’s wife. She 
took me to her garage and sure nuff, dere sit an al-
most brand new Porsche. Boy, I got excited me. I ax 
Mrs. Harrington if I can take it for a test drive, me.

  “Sure,” she answer.
  Man, dat car run perfect and still got da new 

smell in it. Wen I got back I ax Mrs. Harrington, 
“Why you selling me this great Porsche for only 
$500, hanh?”

  Mrs. Harrington her, she laugh den say, “My 
husband Felix him, ran off with his little huzzy 
secretary and he told me, “Velma, you can have da 
house and da furniture, just sell my Porsche and 
send me da money.”

  Cuzz, that’s how I got dis nice Porsche me.
Your Cuzzin, Sostan.

C’EST TOUT
STATE OF THE UNION SET FOR FEBRUARY 7

President Joe Biden will deliver his second State 
of the Union speech Feb. 7, even as he faces an im-
proving economy, an aggressive House controlled by 
Republicans and an investigation into the possible 
mishandling of classified information. Speaker Kev-
in McCarthy officially invited Biden to inform Con-
gress of the state of the union in a letter Friday, part 
of a mandated process that brings the president to 
Capitol Hill each year. Biden has had the most suc-
cessful two first years of any president before him. No 
one has ever come to the presidency with more legis-
lative experience, both domestic and foreign.  In the 
almost fifty years in public service, President Biden 
hasn’t been marred by scandal and has always been 
known by those he serves with as a man of his word. 
Republicans, in an attempt to damage the Biden 
name, has made it clear that they will open an inves-
tigation and committee hearings against his son, 
Hunter Biden. Over the past dozen years, the FBI, 
IRS and former president Trump’s Justice Depart-
ment have not found evidence or criminal intent by 
Hunter. At age 80, President Joe might face some 
hesitation from independent voters but his health and 
mind seems to be equal to much younger politicians. 
On Feb. 7 Biden might give a hint of his future 
plans.*****Gotta go. Please shop our advertisers. Take 
care and God bless.
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BCISD
Bridge City

Elementary
School

BRIDGE CITY INDEPENDENT
SCHOOL DISTRICT

BRIDGECITYISD.NET    BCISD ‘BEST IN TEXAS!’

 December was a fun and event-
ful month at BCE.  The students 
had dress up days, pictures with 
Santa and Christmas parties, 
all while learning ABC’s, read-
ing, writing and math.

Our 2nd Graders also per-
formed for their parents and 
the student body, a Christmas 
program. 

Our PTO also provided our 
students with a silent disco 
where they got to dance to mu-
sic the student could pick from 
in their headphones. 

“Be a Part of All That’s Offered”
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JOHN GREEN
ORANGE COUNTY
MASTER GARDENERS

Gardeners, another cold 
snap has quickly come and 
gone, fortunately for us! 
How lucky we are to live in 
an area which doesn’t re-
main severely cold for 
weeks or months at a time. 
The few days of frigid tem-
peratures we receive is 
more than enough for this 
gardener and makes me 
long for springs’ arrival. 
Many of you (like me) pur-
chase seeds from numerous 
seed catalogues you’ve been 
“leafing” through the past 
couple of months, or per-
haps harvested seeds from 
lasts years flowers and veg-
etables (as I did) and begun 
the process of germinating 
seeds in trays filled with 
seed starting mix, posi-
tioned on warming matts to 
aid in germination. And 
just as a thoughtful remind-
er, it’s time to germinate to-
mato and pepper seeds now 
so they can be ready for 
transplanting into your gar-
dens by mid to late March. 
The anticipated last frost 
date for our area, according 
to the Farmer’s Almanac is 
March 16th (give or take a 
week), just remember to 
keep frost protection avail-
able for sensitive plants, es-
pecially tomatoes and pep-
pers which have a tough 
time rebounding from tem-
peratures below 40 degrees 

F.
The local weather pattern 

this week will warm consid-
erably, into the 80’s or even 
higher in some areas. Sev-
eral spring-like things are 
most certainly going to oc-
cur in the upcoming week’s: 
trees will begin setting 
buds to flower and form 
leaves, lawns are breaking 
dormancy and will slowly 
become green and the mos-
quito population of South-
east Texas will explode, 
growing exponentially! 
Many of us will be working 
outdoors over the next few 
weeks cleaning up, raking 
the yard, or simply remov-
ing the mess caused by cold 
weather. It’s still a bit too 
soon to be removing dam-
aged limbs or cutting 
shrubs and perennials 
plants back. 

Spring will be upon us 
before you know it and I 
want to get a head start 
with topics of discussion!  
One of my personal favorite 
gardening tasks is tree and 
shrub pruning which I per-
form every year. Each year, I 
also have gardeners request 
me to review how to prune 
Crape Myrtles in particu-
lar. A Crape Myrtle is a 
small, multi-trunked tree 
(or large shrub) which un-
fortunately, way too many 
gardeners adhere to the 
practice of crepe myrtle 
butchery.  It is more com-
monly known as crepe myr-
tle “murder”, and before 

spring arrives each year, I 
write an article to address 
the unfortunate massacre. 

 Drive around any neigh-
borhood and you most cer-
tainly will find “butchered” 
Crepe Myrtle trees. The 
image uses an auto’s igni-
tion key placed into the 
trees’ trunk to highlight 
trunk damage. This tree 
has been repeatedly 
“cropped” over many years 
with black fungus growing 
around the gnarled knots, 
setting the stage for disease 
progression and most defi-
nitely an early demise. 
(North Carolina Coopera-
tive extension).

The phrase “crepe myrtle 
murder” was coined in 1997 
Southern Living Magazine 
article, referring to late fall 
and winter practice of se-
verely cutting crape myrtles 
down to stubs. Disappoint-

ingly, any of us can drive 
through the Golden Trian-
gle (towns and neighbor-
hoods), witnessing first-
hand the effects of this hor-
rendous pruning style. Peo-
ple Wake up-(landscapers 
& gardeners) severely prun-
ing crepe myrtles are de-
stroying the integrity of the 
tree and will provide it a 
slow death due to disease or 
structural failure. Structur-
al weakness is caused  by 
“cropping” the tree with a 
chainsaw. Crepe myrtles 
are trees, and they shouldn’t 
be forced into being some-
thing they cannot become 
(also one of life’s lesson)! 
Using a chainsaw to prune 
crepe myrtles, and remov-
ing all top growth, while 
the fastest pruning tech-
nique is by far the most de-
structive and disastrous. 
The tree will suffer extreme 

damage and most likely will 
never fully recover!  Butch-
ering crepe myrtles’ trunks 
or cutting their trunks to 
the same height forces the 
tree to grow from where the 
pruning occurred. Utilizing 
the “cropping” technique 
year-after-year, the tree 
forms mangled knots, di-
minishing its aesthetic, and 
destroying its inherent 
beauty for many years. Fur-
ther, by “cropping” the 
trees’ trunks and limbs, its 
life is shortened. Slender, 
weak branches will grow 
from cut areas, which are 
unable to support the 
weight of its’ blooms, mean-
ing they will break with 
wind gusts. The knots 
formed grossly detract from 
what should be a large, 
graceful, billowy, vase-
shaped tree structure lend-
ing a profusion of blooms 

for the spring and summer 
months. 

Follow the tips below to 
prune Crepe Myrtles:

• The best time to prune 
is now (Winter).

• Start by removing 
shoots from around the 
base of the tree (called 
suckers).

• Remove dead and 
crossed branches (branches 
which are rubbing against 
each other).

• Remove skewed branch-
es (branches that are incon-
gruous with trees’ vase 
shaped form).

• Remove branches grow-
ing inward towards the cen-
ter (maintain vase-like 
structure and circulation.

• Never leave partial 
branches, cut branches 
back to the trunk.

So long for now fellow 
gardeners, let’s go out and 
grow ourselves a greener, 
more sustainable world, 
one plant at a time! Remem-
ber the Orange County 
Master Gardeners Plant 
sale is March 18th at Jewel 
Cormier Park between 8am 
-1pm. There will be 25+ cit-
rus tree varieties as well as 
numerous other fruit trees 
and berry plants. To have 
your gardening questions 
answered or for more infor-
mation: email me: jon-
greene57@gmail.com or 
contact the Orange County 
Master Gardeners Helpline: 
(409) 882-7010 or visit our 
website: https://txmg.org/
orange, Facebook: Orange 
County Texas Master Gar-
deners Association.

The Bridge City/Orangefield Rotary Club invited RYLA (Rotary Youth Leadership Awards) 
students they sponsored for a recent leadership conference to share their experiences with 
the club.  Pictured are - (front row Student’s ) Emily Wallers, Brianna Moore, Abigail Brous-
sard, Ashley Hale, Gabby LeBlanc, Elizabeth Bunch, Raema Lyda, Grant Hale and Rotarian - 
Eric Andrus. ( Back row) Rotarian -Mark Bunch, Student’s - Mary Wernig, Zack Bourque, 
Kaitlyn Jenkins, Ava Dyer, Stephen Stone, Carson Fall, Camden Kelly, Victor Hernandez, 
Jackson Pachar, Rotarians-Mark Messer and Ronnie Hutchinson.

Rotarians host RYLA members

First Baptists First Saturday
give-aways postponed until Feb. 4

First Saturday at First Baptist Church, Bridge City skipped the month of January giving 
away items, but will be back in the parking lot Saturday, Feb 4th giving away cans of Chili 
for the cold weather. With the chili will be rice, beans, crackers and Kool Aid. We’re excit-
ed to be back.  Be looking for the blue canopy in the church parking lot at 200 West Round-
bunch Rd.    Hours will be from 10:00 a.m. until 12 noon.

The Crape Myrtle correctly pruned are beautiful, multi-trunked trees that are visually capti-
vating.

Winter Garden Cleanup: Anticipation of Spring



THE RECORD’S  Sports & More B

The second week of De-
cember the Bridge Cardi-
nals played the Vidor Pi-
rates at the Orangefield 
Tournament and were 
pummeled 72-46 by the 
hot shooting Pirates. This 
past Tuesday, January 10, 
the Cardinals got some re-
venge by clipping Vidor 
43-40 at Bridge City in an 
important district game.

Bridge City improved its 
district record to 2-1 with 
a second straight win fol-
lowing the victory at Little 
Cypress Mauriceville the 
week before. “Two in a row 
in district that’s huge. I 
said that LCM game can 
give us some momentum 
especially leading to these 
next four games in dis-
trict. Every game is going 
to go down to the wire like 
this, we’re not going to 
blow anybody out but 
we’ve got to find ways to 
continue to get it done in 
the end especially at 
home,” Cardinal Coach 
Randall Robertson ex-
pressed.

The contest started like 
it might be a repeat of the 
tournament game the 

month be-
fore. Vidor 
jumped to 
a 7-1 lead 
until three-
point bas-
kets by 
Rayburn 
Hebert and 

Walker 
Britten got the Cardinals 
close 13-9 before the first 
quarter ended.

Post Bryce Linder tied 
the game 13-13 for Bridge 
City with the first two 
buckets of the second 
quarter. Britten gave the 
Cardinals their first lead 
of the game with a field 
goal less than two minutes 
into the period.

Vidor tied the score. 
Bridge City’s Fernando 
Rodriguez hit a three 
pointer followed by two 
points from Britten to put 
the Cardinals up 20-15 
their largest lead of the 
night.

The Pirates found their 
hot shooting guard Jose 
Guerro-Evans who hit two 
threes offset by another 
three pointer and a beauti-
ful underhanded layup by 
Rodriguez. The final 
points of the quarter were 
made by Vidor’s Camden 
Young, and the two teams 

went to their locker rooms 
tied 25-25 at the half.

The third quarter saw 
the Pirates take a four-
point lead on a three by 
Zander Lindsey. Hebert 
got the Cardinals back on 
top 31-30 with a basket 
and then seconds later the 

completion of a three-
point play with four min-
utes left in the third.

The advantage was short 
lived as Vidor’s Bryce Lof-
tin who had 28 points 
against Bridge City in the 
earlier tournament game 
dropped a three point 
bomb from near midcourt. 
The Cardinals tied the 
score, and the teams ex-
changed baskets sending 
the game even 35-35 to the 
fourth quarter.

The Pirates’ got a three-
point play from Young to 
begin the final period. A 
free throw by Aiden Guti-
errez and Rodriguez’s 
third three of the game 
gave Bridge City the lead 
again 39-38 with 6:17 to 
go.

Two minutes later the 
advantage was increased 
on a short shot by Linder 

Roberts Ford
ORANGE COUNTY’S FORD DEALER

NEW 2022
FORD EDGE XLT

Great Selection of
Certified Pre-owned

Vehicles In Stock!

Secure Auto Financing 
Through Roberts Ford

Finance Center

0% APR
FINANCING

2022 F-150 XLT 4X4

PLUS

0% APR

Zero APR Financing
Plus Dealer Savings

FINANCING

2022 EXPLORER XLT

PLUS

1601 GREEN AVENUE • ORANGE, TEXAS • (409) 883-3581

SHOP NOW

Stock No. 8613

CJ WAGNER
SALES EXECUTIVE

GAVIN CALLARMAN
SALES EXECUTIVE

IVY BLANDA
SALES EXECUTIVE

BILLY HILTON
SALES DIRECTOR

Our No-Pressure, Stress-Free
Sales Team Are Here To Help

Stock No. 8632. MSRP $41,000. Includes Retail Bonus Cash. Tax, 
title and license fees excluded. Financing available on Tier 1+ - Tier 

1 credit approval. 0% APR, $0 down payment, and 36 monthly 
payments of $27.78 per $1,000 borrowed. Must finance through 

Ford Credit Financing. In lieu of other offers.
See dealer for full details. Expires 01/31/2023.

Stock No.
8632

Stock No. 8627. MSRP $62,230. Includes $1,000 Retail Incentive. Tax, title and license fees 
excluded. Financing available on Tier 1+ - Tier 1 credit approval. 0% APR, $0 down pay-

ment, and 36 monthly payments of $27.78 per $1,000 borrowed. Must finance through Ford 
Credit Financing. In lieu of other offers. See dealer for full details. Expires 01/31/2023.

 
STOCK No. 8627

 
STOCK No. 8613

0% APR
FINANCING

PLUS
FOR 36 MONTHS

$1,000 OFF MSRP

FOR 36 MONTHS

$3,000
OFF MSRP

ON
THE
LOT!

ON
THE
LOT!

Stock No.8613. MSRP $46,325. Includes $2,000 Dealer Discount and $1,000 Retail Bonus 
Cash. Tax, title and license fees excluded. Financing available on Tier 1+ - Tier 1 credit 
approval. 0% APR, $0 down payment, and 36 monthly payments of $27.78 per $1,000 

borrowed. Must finance through Ford Credit Financing. In lieu of other offers.
See dealer for full details. Expires 01/31/2023.

 
Agate Black

Oxford White

FOR 36 MONTHS

$3,000 OFF MSRP

ON
THE
LOT!

DAN PERRINE
FOR THE RECORD

The Orangefield Bob-
cats suffered their first 
loss in district last week 
but rebounded with a 
good win at home. The 
Bobcats occupied second 
place in the standings en-
tering the final week of 
the first half in the district 
schedule.

On Tuesday, January 10, 
Orangefield traveled to 
Winnie and played the 
East Chambers Bucca-
neers. The game was tied 
27-27 at the half then East 
Chambers had a big third 
quarter outscoring the 
Bobcats 19-5 to take a lead 
that proved insurmount-
able. The final score was 
62-48 with the margin of 
difference being the third 
period.

The following Friday 
night Orangefield played 
the Anahuac Panthers at 
the Orangefield Gymnasi-
um. It would be a battle 
between two of the top 
teams in District 22-3A.

Off the opening tip the 
Panthers took the first 
lead with a quick basket. 
The Bobcats got field 
goals from Pete Ragusa 
and Zane Wrinkle to take 
a 4-2 lead. Two free throws 
by Wrinkle had Orange-
field up 6-3 and a second 
basket by Zane restored 
the three-point lead 8-5 
for the Bobcats.

Anahuac hit two three 
point shots and scored ten 
points in the closing min-
utes of the first quarter. 
The Bobcats could only 
manage two free throws 
by Brayden Parker during 
the streak and trailed 15-
10 after one quarter.

The Bobcats responded 
or more correctly Ragusa 
and Morgan Sampson re-
plied with tremendous ef-
forts in the second quar-
ter. Sampson made multi-
ple steals and scored five 
points. Pete scored twelve 
points in the second in-
cluding a three pointer, a 
length of the court dribble 
and driving layup, con-
cluding with a steal and a 
basket to put Orangefield 
up 28-23 at the half.

Wrinkle answered a 
three by Anahuac with a 
three of his own to begin 

the third quarter. Ragusa 
ripped two more threes in 
the third and Koen Mad-
dox alternating with 
Sampson as the Bobcat 
post scored two buckets, 
the last one to give Or-
angefield a ten point lead 
45-35 after three quarters.

Neither team shot very 
effectively in the final pe-
riod as the Bobcats and 
Panthers evenly divided 
sixteen points. Orange-
field won the game 53-43 
to improve to 4-1 in dis-
trict.

The high scorer was Ra-
gusa with 26 points. Wrin-
kle produced a dou-
ble-double scoring 12 
points and grabbing 10 re-
bounds. Sampson and 
Maddox combined for 11 
points.

The result for Orange-
field was a big win against 
a much bigger Anahuac 
team. “I’m so proud of 
how our Bobcats respond-
ed. That was a big gut 
check for us. We lost a big 
one on Tuesday kind of in 
a tough way. It would have 
been real easy for us to 
hang our heads and let 
one slip tonight, but our 
guys were all about the 
fight and they were ready 
to go. They knew if we just 
handled business we could 
get right back where we 
need to be which is in the 
district championship 
race,” Orangefield Coach 
Jake McDonald expressed.

Another tough test was 
expected for the Bobcats 
when they played the 
Kountze Lions in Orange-
field on Tuesday, January 
17. Orangefield’s next 
game will be Friday, Janu-
ary 10, at Kirbyville end-
ing the half of district.

Bobcats bounce 
back after first 
district loss
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H FRIDAY NIGHT FOOTBALL PREVIEW INSIDE

H AFC CONFERENCE

• KANSAS CITY (14-3) over
     JACKSONVILLE (10-8) 3:30 p.m. Saturday at 
Arrowhead Stadium in Kansas City, MO.—KAZ’S 
PROJECTED SCORE—Kansas City 37-, Jack-
sonville 28.
 • BUFFALO (14-3) over CINCINNATI 
(13-4) 2 p.m. Sunday at Bills Stadium in Orchard 
Park, N.Y. –KAZ’S PROJECTED SCORE—Buffa-
lo 41-, Cincinnati 38.

H NFC CONFERENCE

• DALLAS (13-5) over SAN FRANCISCO (14-4)
     Upset Special-- 5:30 p.m. Sunday at Levis 
Stadium in Santa Clara, CA.—KAZ’S PROJECT-
ED SCORE-- Dallas 24, San Francisco 20.
• PHILADELPHIA (14-3) over NEW YORK GI-
ANTS (10-7-1) 7:15 p.m. Saturday at Lincoln Fi-
nancial Field in Philadelphia, PA.—KAZ’S PRO-
JECTED SCORE—Philadelphia 33. New York Gi-
ants 24.

BC Cardinals clip Pirates
NFL Division Playoff Games

OC SPORTS BEAT
DAN PERRINE
For The Record

Dan Perrine

Bridge City’s Bryce Linder 
scored 8 points and 
grabbed 8 rebounds to help 
the Cardinals win their dis-
trict game 43-40 with the 
Vidor Pirates.

Pete Ragusa scored 26 
points to lead Orangefield 
in its win over Anahuac.

Kaz’s Fearless
Football Forecast
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Whenever the National 
Football League owners 
get together to make some 
changes, one an be rest as-
sured it is merely a means 
for them to line their 
pockets even more.

But I have to admit, the 
expansion of the Wild 
Card Playoffs from 12 
teams to 14 teams proba-
bly dumped more curren-
cy into their pockets, but it 
also resulted in football 
games that you were afraid 
you’d miss something if 
you went in the kitchen to 
crack a beer during a time 
out.

It took a bunch of com-
promising for the owners 
to agree on just two more 
teams in the 2023 playoffs, 
because many wanted that 
number up to 16 or even 
18, like it’s done in the 
NBA.

Proponents of the 14-
team format believed that 
a division loaded with 
quality teams could have 
one or even two that 
wouldn’t make the wild 
card playoffs.

And that’s exactly what 
would have happened in 
the NFC East where divi-
sion champion Philadel-
phia, the Dallas Cowboys 
and New York Giants all 
had dazzling won-lost re-
cords. Even last place 
Washington was in con-
tention for a wild card 
spot until the final week of 
the regular season.

The games last weekend 
were exciting to watch on 
TV and proved that even 
huge underdogs had a 
chance to win in the 
fourth quarter of most 
games. Strangely, every 
wild card game was a re-
match from the regular 
season. So, everyone was 
familiar with their oppo-
nent.

The Jacksonville Jag-
uars, who needed an over-
time field goal to win their 
division from the Tennes-
see Titans, looked like 
they were overmatched 
when the LA Chargers 
jumped out to a 27-0 half-
time lead.

 But Head Coach Doug 
Pederson kept injecting 
encouraging words to his 
team during the halftime 
and the Jags came out 
looking like a new team in 
the second half and gave 
young quarterback Trevor 
Lawrence a script of plays 
he thought would work.

As Jacksonville began 
reducing the deficit, it in-
spired the defense to step 

up their 
game and 
before long 
the Jags 
trailed by 
only one 
point, 30-
29 after 
scoring a 

touchdown 
with eight seconds left in 
the game.

It looked like overtime 
for everyone but Pederson, 
who called for a two-point 
conversion that was good 
and Jacksonville recorded 
one of the greatest come-
backs in NFL playoff his-
tory, winning 31-30 and 
live to play another day—
even though it’s against 
No. 1 seed Kansas City.

The same thing hap-
pened to last-seeded Mi-
ami as the Dolphins found 
themselves on the wrong 
end of a 17-0 score to Buf-
falo in the second period. 
But they whittled the lead, 
trailed only 20-17 at the 
half and then took the lead 
24-20 early in the third 
stanza.

Buffalo quarterback 
Josh Allen, who had two 
interceptions and three 
fumbles (lost only one) 
came to life and threw for 
three touchdowns and led 
the Bills to a nail-biting 
34-31 win.

Cincinnati had a rela-
tively easy time against 
the Baltimore Ravens a 
week ago in the regu-
lar-season finale, but it 
was a different story Sun-
day when it took a 98-yard 
fumble return by Sam 
Hubbard to spell the dif-
ference in the Bengals’ 24-
17 win. The Ravens failed 
to connect on a Hail Mary 
pass in the end zone as 
time expired.

In another repeat meet-
ing, the three-point un-
derdog New York Giants 
scored on five of their sev-
en possessions to elimi-
nate the third-seeded 
Minnesota Vikings 31-24 
behind the running of Sa-
quon Barkley and the 
passing and running of 
quarterback Daniel Jones. 
Now the Giants must con-
tend with top-seeded Phil-
adelphia at 7:15 p.m. Sat-
urday.

And last, but not least, 
our Dallas Cowboys broke 
a pair of jinxes that have 
been hounding the fran-
chise for several decades 
Monday night when they 
traveled to Tampa Bay and 
whipped the Buccaneers 
and quarterback Tom 
Brady 31-14 to conclude 
the six Wild Card Playoff 
games of last weekend.

Dallas had not won a 

playoff game on the road 
since Jan. 17, 1995 when 
they beat the 49ers in San 
Francisco. They also reg-
istered their first win over 
a Tom Brady-quarter-
backed team on their 
eighth try.

The Cowboys beat the 
Bucs in every phase of the 
game after being held to a 
single field goal in a 19-3 
Tampa Bay upset victory 
in the season opener.

Quarterback Dak 
Prescott, who was virtual-
ly shut down before suffer-
ing a broken thumb in the 
first meeting, was nearly 
unstoppable Monday 
night, connecting on 23 of 
33 passes for 305 yards 
and four touchdowns—
one being a quarterback 
keeper—and zero inter-
ceptions. 

Tight end Dalton Schul-
tz hauled in two touch-
down passes and wide re-
ceiver Michael Gallup 
caught another. The Cow-
boy defense had one of its 
finest games.

Dallas led 18-0 at half-
time which was only the 
second time in his 23-year 
career that Brady had been 
shut out in the first half of 
a playoff game. The other 
time was in his first play-
off in 2001.

The Cowboys will meet 
the red-hot 49ers in San 
Francisco 5:30 p.m. Sun-
day and try to snap the 
49ers’ 11-game winning 
streak.

KWICKIES…

Rockwell Heath High 
School head football coach 
John Harrell was put on 
administrative leave Fri-
day for allegedly working 
out players so vigorously 
without a break in the 
strenuous workout that 
several were hospitalized. 
A third party currently is 
investigating the incident.

Chicago Bears’ quarter-
back Justin Fields’ three 
touchdown runs of more 
than 50 yards are the most 
by an NFL quarterback 
since 1925. And he did it 
all in one month against 
the Detroit Lions, Green 
Bay Packers and Miami 
Dolphins.

The last time the Pitts-
burgh Steelers and New 
England Patriots both 
missed the NFL playoffs 
was in 2000. The last time 
the Steelers, Patriots, Indi-
anapolis Colts and Denver 
Broncos missed the post-
season was in 1990. And 
the last time Buffalo and 
the Miami Dolphins met 
in the playoffs the quar-
terbacks were Dan Marino 

and Doug Flutie.
Stephen A. Smith, host 

of ESPN’s “First Take” 
commented Monday 
about Jacksonville’s come-
from-behind 31-30 win 
over the LA Chargers. “If 
the Chargers don’t fire 
head coach Brandon Sta-
ley for blowing a 27-0 half-
time lead before this show 
ends, I’ll be totally sur-
prised.”

Kevin Barbay who 
served as the offensive co-
ordinator for Appalachian 
State last season was hired 
for that same position at 
Mississippi State last 
week. Look for the Neder-
land native to slow down 
coach Mike Leach’s “Air 
Raid Offense” and focus 
more on ball control.

JUST BETWEEN US…

The Houston Astros 
avoided arbitration with 
six of their players eligible 
for the process with lefty 
Framber Valdez happy 
with his $3.8 million raise. 
The new pact more than 
doubles what the All-Star 
earned last season. Players 
with no less than three 
and no more than six years 
of major league service 
time are eligible for arbi-
tration, Five of the Astros 
eight arbitration-eligible 
players went through the 
process for the first time. 
Starter Jose Urquidy 
agreed to a $3.025 million 
deal in his first year of eli-
gibility and relievers Ryne 
Stanek, Blake Taylor and 
Phil Maton each received 
raises along with utility-
man Mauricio Dubon.

New Wild Card format produced 
great weekend games

Joe Kazmar

KAZ’S KORNER
Joe Kazmar
For The Record

DAN PERRINE
FOR THE RECORD

The Orangefield Lady 
Bobcats welcomed the re-
turn of Harleigh Rawls to 
the lineup on Friday, Janu-
ary 13, for their game with 
the Anahuac Lady Pan-
thers. Rawls injured her 
right forearm during the 
Bill Tennison Tourna-
ment the last week of De-
cember, and she missed 
the next three district 
games to start the New 
Year.

The Lady Bobcats split 
the first two games with-
out Rawls beating Hardin 
and then losing a tough 
one to Warren. A second 
straight loss 32-16 was 
suffered to East Chambers 
on Tuesday, January 10. 
Orangefield’s Greenlea 
Oldham was the lone 
bright spot for the Lady 
Bobcats with a dou-
ble-double tallying 12 
points with her 11 re-
bounds.

Orangefield began its 
game with Anahuac like it 
might be three losses in a 

row as the Lady Panthers 
jumped ahead 5-0 and in-
creased their lead to 8-2 
on a three point basket. 
After that is when 
Harleigh Rawls made her 
presence felt.

Rawls converted a three 
point play and then made 
a layup to keep the Lady 
Bobcats within shouting 
distance of Anahuac at 12-
7. Greenlea Oldham made 
the last basket of the first 
quarter to tie the game 13-
13 for Orangefield.

Neither team could 
hardly buy a basket in the 
second quarter. Kaylea 
Gravett sank a short shot 
for the Lady Bobcats first 
points of the period to 
make the score 15-15 with 
3:40 left before the half.

Anahuac had a three 
pointer nullified when a 
referee said the Lady Pan-
ther took the shot after 
she traveled. Charlee 
Sanches made one of two 
free throw attempts in the 
final minute of the first 
half to pull the Lady Bob-

Rawls returns as 
Lady Bobcats
rally past Anahuac

Harleigh Rawls 
missed three games 
with an arm inju-
ry but her return 
sparked the Lady 
Bobcats to a win 
over Anahuac.

Harry’s Appliance
& Service Center

302 North 10th Street • Orange • (409) 886-4111

America’s Leading Brands,
Same Day Delivery!

Latest Models!
Best Prices!
We Service

What We Sell!

LOCALLY OWNED & OPERATED

Food Managers 
2-Day 
Certification Training 
with Test 

How can this course help you? 
• Understand the major causes of foodborne illness and 

how to prevent them 

• Increase the food safety knowledge of your employees 

• Improve relationships with health officials 

• Upon passing the certification exam, you will fulfill state 
requirements for Certified Food Manager status. 

• Topics covered include: 

• Foodborne illnesses and how they are caused 

• Food safety hazards 

• Sanitation regulations 

• HACCP 

• AND MORE! 

Taught by 
Fallon White,  M.P.H. 
County Extension Agent 
Family & Community Health 

Pre-register by obtaining the 
 registration form from 

http://foodsafety.tamu.edu 

Must submit payment of $125 per person    
payable to: 

AgriLife Extension Acct. # 230100-60041 

along with registration form to FPM prior to 
deadline dates. 

 
February 27—28, 

2023 
 

Deadline to register: 
February 10th 

 
 

Classes are held  
9 am—4 pm 

each day 
 

Texas A&M AgriLife Extension 
Office-Orange County 

11475 FM 1442 
Orange, TX 

409-882-7010 

The members of Texas A&M AgriLife will provide equal opportunities in programs and activities, education, and employment to all persons    regardless of 
race, color, sex, religion, national origin, age, disability, genetic information, veteran status, sexual orientation or gender identity and will strive to achieve full 

and equal employment opportunity throughout Texas A&M AgriLife. 
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The following Friday, January 6, the 
Lady Bobcats hosted Warren.  The game 
started like it would be another one in 
the win column for Orangefield.

Three baskets by Gravett and a three-
point basket by Wagoner gave the Lady 
Bobcats a 9-1 lead.  Wagoner added two 
free throws and Orangefield enjoyed an 
11-1 advantage after one quarter.

Warren staged a good comeback in 
the second quarter limiting Orangefield 
to just two free throws made.  The score 
at the half was 13-11 in favor of the Lady 
Bobcats.

The third quarter was another strong 
one for Orangefield as Gravett dropped 

LCM  Lady Bears tally wins in district action
DAN PERRINE
FOR THE RECORD

A scheduling conflict caused the game 
between the Little Cypress Mauriceville 
Lady Bears and the Jasper Lady Bulldogs 
to be postponed one day. The Lady Bears 
beat Jasper 55-46 on Saturday, January 
14, at the Dr. Pauline Colburn Hargrove 
Gymnasium.

The game marked the halfway point of 
district action for both teams. LCM and 
Jasper entered the game with 4-1 records 
in district thus the win by the Lady Bears 
gives them a one game lead over the Lady 
Bulldogs and sole possession of second 
place in the District 19-4A standings be-
hind the only undefeated team in district 
the Silsbee Lady Tigers.

Three of the Lady Bears were unable to 
play in Saturday’s game including Chris-
sy Joseph who was out because of con-
cussion protocol. Deniah Sibley was 
called up from the junior varsity and 
played well for Little Cypress Mauricev-
ille.

Freshman Eden Frenzel got the scoring 
started for the Lady Bears. After the Lady 
Bulldogs got a three point basket Frenzel 
sank two free throws to regain the lead 
4-3 for LCM.

The free throws by Eden sparked the 
Lady Bears on a 15-point run that includ-
ed eight points by Keylie Washburn, two 
free throws by Aubrey Smith, and culmi-
nated with a three point basket by Anna-
belle Fisher. Haelee Fitzhugh canned the 
last two baskets of the first quarter to 
give Little Cypress Mauriceville a 21-7 
lead.

Somebody put a lid on the Lady Bears 
basket in the second quarter as they went 
scoreless until the 2:53 mark when Wash-

burn made a bucket to go into double fig-
ures. Frenzel managed to sink two shots 
which were the only other points for 
LCM in the period. Little Cypress Mau-
riceville went to the half leading 27-16 
over Jasper.

The second half started like a repeat of 
the first quarter. The Lady Bears got an 
opening layup from Fisher. Washburn 
sank two field goals, one of them for 
three points, Frenzel added another bas-
ket, and Mallory Russell scored to give 
LCM a 16-point lead at 39-23 with about 
three minutes left in the third quarter.

After Washburn nailed her fourth 
three of the game the victory looked pret-
ty secure for Little Cypress Mauriceville. 
Keylie then took her fourth foul followed 
shortly thereafter by Fisher committing 
her fourth personal forcing both to sit on 
the bench.

Then the Lady Bulldogs began showing 
their athleticism in the latter portion of 
the third quarter and were beating the 
Lady Bears down the court with the bas-
ketball. Jasper scored 17 points in the 
third to cut the LCM lead to nine points 
with one quarter to play.

The momentum stayed with Jasper at 
the start of the final period. Mackenzie 
Clark and Deniah Sibley of LCM scored 
their lone baskets of the game to stem the 
tide momentarily before the Lady Bull-
dogs went on a seven point run to even-
tually cut the lead to just three points 47-
44 in favor of the Lady Bears.

Washburn and Fisher returned to the 
court and that proved the stopping point 
for the Jasper rally. Fisher sank three free 
throws the last two in a clutch one-and-
one situation. Washburn rebounded a 
missed free throw by a Lady Bear and put 
it back in the hoop for two points. Keylie 

closed out the 
scoring with four 
free throws in the 
final minute to se-
cure the 55-46 tri-
umph.

The leading 
scorer for the Lady 
Bears was Wash-
burn with 25 
points. Frenzel fin-
ished in double fig-
ures with 10 
points. Fisher 
scored 8 in the 
game.

Lady Bear Coach 
Eddie Michalko 
evaluated the big 
win for his girls. 
“We knew it was 
going to be a battle 
coming in. I’m so proud of the Lady 
Bears, whether they play good or bad 
they always play hard,” Michalko re-
sponded.

The win by Little Cypress Mauriceville 
came on the heels of another solid victo-
ry on Tuesday, January 10, at Lumberton 
53-37 against the Lady Raiders. Keylie 
Washburn was the high scorer for LCM 
with 20 points followed by 10 points from 

Eden Frenzel and 8 by Haelee 
Fitzhugh.

The second half of district 
began on Tuesday, January 
17, when the Lady Bears trav-
eled to play the West Orange 
Stark Lady Mustangs. Little 
Cypress Mauriceville won 
44-40 in the first meeting 
with the Lady Mustangs back 
in December.

West Orange Stark won its 
next two district games after 
the loss to LCM, but have 
fallen on hard times since 
then. The Lady Mustangs 
completed the first half with 
a record of 2-4 in district. 
The Bridge City Lady Cardi-
nals have struggled and were 
still looking for their first 
win in district when they 

played Jasper on Tuesday, January 17, to 
open the second half of the district 
schedule.

Games this Friday will find the Little 
Cypress Mauriceville Lady Bears playing 
first place Silsbee in the Dr. Pauline Col-
burn Hargrove Gymnasium. The West 
Orange Stark Lady Mustangs and Bridge 
City Lady Cardinals play in the Competi-
tion Gym at Bridge City High School.

Here to help life go right.

DONNA GRAY BILL NICKUM CHERYL SQUIRES

Bill Nickum LUTCF
1930 Texas Ave. Bridge City

(409) 735-3595

Marlie Strong of the Bridge City Lady Cardinals signed a scholarship to play softball at Ote-
ro Junior College. Send here at with her family at the signing ceremony.

RECORD PHOTO: DAN PERRINE

Strong signs with Otero JC

DAN PERRINE
FOR THE RECORD

Bridge City’s Marlie Strong signed a 
scholarship to play softball at Otero Ju-
nior College. The signing ceremony was 
held in the Competition Gym at Bridge 
City High School on Wednesday, January 
11.

Strong has played on the Bridge City 
varsity softball team the last three years. 
Marlie is expected to be the starting 
shortstop for the Lady Cardinals in this 
her senior year.

As a junior Strong was second team 
All-District in the infield. Marlie was se-
lected to the first team on the All Orange 
County Team and was the Defensive 
Most Valuable Player on the same select 
team.

Playing the key defensive position of 
shortstop and swinging a consistent bat 
Strong helped the Bridge City Lady Car-
dinals set a school record with 27 wins 
last season. The Lady Cardinals were the 
undefeated district champions and ad-
vanced to the third round of the Univer-
sity Interscholastic League state softball 
playoffs before being eliminated by the 

eventual state champion Liberty Lady 
Panthers two games to one in a very dra-
matic series.

Lady Cardinal softball coach Raven 
Harris said Strong has been a leader for 
her team. “Marlie set the tone for the 
kids that she’s leaving behind which is 
the only thing I could ask for as a coach. 
The kid can swing the bat, she plays a 
mean middle infield, and she’s just been a 
great addition these last four years,” Har-
ris praised.

Otero Junior College is located in La 
Junta, Colorado. The Rattlers’ softball 
team is coached by Little Cypress Mau-
riceville graduate Kassie James. Harris 
commented, “It’s awesome and exciting 
to see how those things kind of connect. 
I expect Marlie to be a great addition for 
them. There’s no way that she couldn’t go 
up there and make a difference in that 
program too.”

Marlie Strong and the Lady Cardinals 
began workouts with Coach Harris for 
the upcoming softball season on Friday, 
January 13. The season gets underway on 
January 28 as Bridge City will be working 
to win another district softball champi-
onship.

Eden Frenzel scored 10 points in 
the Lady Bears’ win over Jasper 
that gave LCM sole possession of 
second place at the halfway point 
of district.
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Now for most people the 
thought of chasing fish in 
the months of January and 
February seems a little on 
the foreign side, even crazy 
at times. The cold water 
and dreary days don’t really 
motivate the casual angler 
like bright skies and spring-
time conditions when ev-
erybody wants get on the 
water. Well the calendar 
has now become our friend 
and the good days are out-
numbering the bad.

 If you are thinking about 
tackling trout or redfish 
any time soon you need to 
be properly armed with an 
assortment of proven fish 
producing lures. Along with 
the lures it’s paramount 
that you also dress appro-
priately and take all the 
necessary precautions to 
stay safe in the unpredict-

able spring 
time con-
ditions. 
Here’s a 
list of 
some of 
the proven 
big fish 
producing 

plugs that 
no late winter or early 
spring fisherman should 
leave the dock without.

Perhaps the most famous 
plug along the gulf coast for 
early spring fishing is the B 
and L Corky, this plug is re-
sponsible for the state re-
cord trout on rod and reel 
caught by Jim Wallace 
which tipped the scales at 
13 pounds and 11 ounces. 
The legend of the Corky has 
spread with each huge trout 
that falls for this super sub-
tle and ultra life-like bait. 
The standard Corky is 
made of rubber and has a 
wire body inside that con-
nects the two treble hooks. 

The density of  the rubber 
gives the plug a slow sink 
rate that tantalizes saltwa-
ter fish much in the same 
way that a whacky worm 
works on largemouth bass; 
they just can’t stand to see it 
flutter through the water 
column. The Corky comes 
in different sizes, colors, 
and variations so each an-
gler undoubtedly has a fa-
vorite model. My personal 
choice is the Corky Devil; 
this plug has the same front 
half of the regular Corky 
with a smaller back half 
that turns into a tail. The 
Corky Devil also has only 
one treble hook which 
makes unhooking fish a lit-
tle bit easier, especially 
when they really crush the 
lure and get it down in their 
throat. You can work this 
plug with slow steady re-
trieves or violent shakes 
then letting the plug flutter 
down towards the bottom, 
both styles work. The Corky 

is definitely a first team 
member of the spring fish-
ing squad.

Another potent plug you 
can add to the list is the 
Mirrolure Catch 2000 and 
the Catch 5, these plugs are 
also slow sinking plugs that 

imitate mullet and catch 
their share of fish. The 
Catch series of plugs are 
hard plastic bodies, which 
make them durable, and 
there is no tuning neces-
sary to keep them running 
true. The catch series of 
plugs are great for folks who 
lack the confidence or tech-
nique to throw the Corky 
because they are really user 
friendly and produce some 
outstanding catches.

Speaking of cold weather, 
you can bet that it’s not 
gone for good, especially in 
Texas. This time of the year 
it is a must that you dress 
correctly and take into ac-
count all the different con-
ditions. Just because it’s 
sunny doesn’t mean it’s go-
ing to stay that way all day. 
How many times have seen 
a wild spring front roll into 

an area and drop the tem-
peratures dramatically and 
leave folks in shorts or 
bathing suits scampering 
for shelter and heavier 
clothes. Many anglers I 
know have gone from neo-
prene waders to breathable 
models for the ease of mo-
tion they provide, that’s 
well and good but they offer 
no insulation from the cold 
water so be sure to layer 
your clothing underneath. 

Thermal underwear, fleece, 
or wool are the best bets to 
stay warm while wearing 
breathable waders.

Another tip for this time 
of the year is to bring along 
a whole spare set of clothes 
in case you get wet for what-
ever reason. The effort it 
takes to bring them will 
seem small when you can 
put them on and shed the 
wet ones. Also some sort of 
wind proof jacket, slicker 
suit, or poncho is always 
handy to have on the boat 
in case someone gets wet 
and doesn’t have extra 
clothes. The heavy slicker 
or poncho will help keep 
you warm and keep wind 
off of you during the boat 
ride. 

Late winter and early 
spring fishing is an experi-
ence that can certainly 
change the way you think 
about this time of the year 
as long as you are prepared 
and take the necessary pre-
cautions. I promise if you 
catch that big fish you will 
certainly know what I 
mean.
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for the Cardinals. Points 
were hard to come by in the 
closing minutes for both 
teams.

Lindsey for the Pirates 
cut the lead to one with 2:43 
left in regulation. Jerris 
Brown made a huge bucket 
with 42 seconds left to give 
Bridge City a three point 
lead.

As the clock ticked down 
Vidor had the ball with the 
hopes of getting it into the 
hands of one of their out-

standing outside shooters. 
A three pointer was put up 
by Lindsey which was 
missed.

The rebound was grabbed 
by the Cardinals who 
passed the ball up court to 
Hebert with about five sec-
onds left. Inexplicably He-
bert with no Pirates near 
him threw up a shot from 
near midcourt that missed 
and was rebounded by Vi-
dor which immediately 
called a timeout leaving 1.6 

seconds for a possible mira-
cle ending.

Fortunately, the miracle 
did not happen. The Pirates 
inbounded the ball and a 
desperation shot from near 
the side line failed to hit 
anything but the court 
when it came down secur-
ing the 43-40 victory for 
Bridge City.

Cardinal guard Rodri-
guez has been a positive 
force in their last two wins. 
Coming off his 17 points 

against Little Cypress Mau-
riceville Rodriguez led 
Bridge City with 13 points 
against Vidor.

Three Cardinals Linder, 
Britten, and Hebert each 
scored 8 points. Linder was 
strong on the boards grab-
bing 8 rebounds.

Coach Randall Robertson 
encourages the Bridge City 
Cardinals in their 43-40 
district win over Vidor

Balance was the key for 
Bridge City to achieve the 
win. Robertson responded, 
“It was great bench play. 
Rayburn Hebert and Jerris 
Brown again played hard 

off the bench and hit some 
timely shots. Fernando Ro-
driguez is playing out of his 
mind right now. We’re get-
ting to the rim and that 
opens up our threes and ob-
viously sets up other things 
which makes us dangerous 
offensively.”

Even more important 
than the balanced offense is 
the more intense defense 
the Cardinals are playing 
now. “Our defense was 
pretty good tonight. We re-
ally stressed this week to 
play defense against these 
guys and we worked a whole 
lot to key in stopping Loftin 

and Lindsey. I think our 
guys bought in, they lis-
tened to the game plan, and 
they executed it,” Robert-
son concluded.

Bridge City played at 
Lumberton on Friday, Janu-
ary 13. The Cardinals (2-2) 
dropped the game 68-52 to 
the Raiders.

The Bridge City Cardi-
nals played at home on 
Tuesday, January 17, against 
the Jasper Bulldogs. Their 
next game will be Friday, 
January 20, at West Orange 
Stark which concludes the 
first half of district play for 
the Cardinals.

cats to within one 17-16 as 
the ladies went to the locker 
room.

Sanches made a field 
goal, and Rawls sank a free 
throw to even the contest 
19-19 at 5:15 of the third 
quarter. Gravett made the 
final points of the period 
and Orangefield trailed by 

one point 23-22 going to the 
fourth quarter.

Steeyle Franklin gave the 
Lady Bobcats their first lead 
of the game just over a min-
ute into the fourth quarter. 
Anahuac retook the lead 
but Rawls made a steal and 
drove for a layup that put 
Orangefield up 26-25 with 

5:17 on the fourth quarter 
clock.

Oldham played the 
fourth quarter for the Lady 
Bobcats with four fouls and 
still was a force inside. Her 
free throw expanded the 
Orangefield advantage to 
two points with less than 
four minutes remaining in 

regulation.
The only Lady Bobcat to 

score in each quarter was 
Gravett and she made her 
fourth basket of the game to 
stretch the lead to four 
points. About thirty sec-
onds later Brooklyn Wag-
oner hit a three that put Or-
angefield up 32-25 with 
3:25 left to play.

Franklin made two free 
throws to give the Lady 

Bobcats ten straight points 
and a 34-25 lead. Wagoner 
scored her seventh point of 
the fourth quarter and 
Rawls tacked on a final free 
throw in the final 46 sec-
onds to conclude the 39-28 
victory for Orangefield.

Seven Lady Bobcats con-
tributed to the scoring with 
Rawls the leader tallying 9 
points while also position-
ing herself to take the brunt 

end of three charges by the 
Lady Panthers. Gravett 
scored 8 points, assisted on 
2 baskets, and made 2 steals 
plus deflected several Ana-
huac passes.

Orangefield Coach Eric 
Girola remembered how 
good it was to get a victory. 
“I was starting to forget 
how that felt, but it feels 
pretty

DAN PERRINE
FOR THE RECORD

Little Cypress Mauricev-
ille High School hosted a 
special signing ceremony 
for senior football defensive 
lineman Amier Washing-
ton on Wednesday. The 
event was held adjacent to 
the Dr. Pauline Colburn 
Hargrove Gymnasium and 
the school’s theater.

Washington will be grad-
uating from Little Cypress 
Mauriceville this spring 
and will play college foot-
ball with Texas Tech Uni-
versity beginning in the fall. 
The official signing be-
tween Washington and the 
university was held previ-
ously during the holiday 
school break, and LCM 
wanted to hold another op-
portunity to allow students 
and the public to congratu-
late Amier on his moving 
on to play college football.

Eric Peevey the head foot-
ball coach for the Little Cy-
press Mauriceville Bears in-
troduced Washington 
during the ceremony. 

Peevey said Amier as a 
sophomore was coincident-
ly the first Bear football 
player he met when the 
coach took the position at 
LCM.

This past football season 
was a culmination of an 
outstanding high school ca-
reer for Washington. In his 
senior year Amier was the 
District Defensive Most 
Valuable Player.

He was selected as a fi-
nalist for the Willie Ray 
Smith Award after his ju-
nior year and could repeat 
that again this year.

Peevey expressed his ad-
miration for Washington 
and his devotion to the Lit-
tle Cypress Mauriceville 
football program. “Any pos-
itives that we’ve had in our 
football program come 
from guys like Amier. I’m 
just very honored to be able 
to coach a young man like 
this, and one that has really 
set a cornerstone in our 
program of this is how 
things need to be,” Peevey 
responded.

Obviously, Washington is 

a great football player. Ami-
er also excels in track and 
field. Coach Peevey men-
tioned that Washington 
was at the school every day 
during the winter break 
practicing throwing the 
shot and the disc.

Amier’s goal is to go to 
the state finals in the shot 
put and the discus. Peevey 
added, “Here he is a senior 
that’s already signed to play 
at Texas Tech University, 
and it is just amazing that 
he still has goals for his 

high school and for his 
teammates. Amier is always 
wanting to do great for his 
teammates.”

In his own words a 
change in attitude and 
working harder is what got 
Washington in the position 
to receive a scholarship to 
play football at a top school 
like Texas Tech. “I never 
thought I would get here. I 

used to be a really lazy kid 
and didn’t do anything to 
help myself. Then I saw 
football as a way out and 
wanted to keep working on 
it to try to get better. My 
sophomore year I did terri-
ble then my junior year is 
when I really broke out and 
scouts started noticing me,” 
Amier reminded.

OUTDOORS
Capt. Chuck Uzzle
For The Record

Chuck Uzzle

Don’t leave home without them

Bridge City Cardinals From Page 1B

Orangefield Lady Bobcats From Page 1B

Washington signs to play at Texas Tech

TAX SERVICES

John Dubose
Certified Public Accountant

345 W. Roundbunch • Bridge City • (409) 735-7163

Amier Washington is backed by the coaches at Little Cy-
press Mauriceville as he prepares to go to Texas Tech to 
play college football next season.

Speaking of cold weather, you 
can bet that it’s not gone for 

good, especially in Texas.
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I grew up singing about God’s 
glory. Now I sometimes wonder 
what, if anything, went through 
my head and heart as I mouthed 
those words.

In church, we sang the major 
chords with gusto: “To God be the 
glory, great things he has done.” 
And I remember the more prayer-
ful, “Father, we love you, we wor-
ship and adore you. Glorify thy 
name in all the earth.”

Such is the unspeakably pre-
cious, yet also challenging, heri-
tage of being raised in a Christian 
home and in a faithful church — a 
gift I would not trade for any al-
ternative. Many of God’s greatest 
gifts in this present age come with 
dangers. One danger in singing 
such (literal) glories from an early 
age is that priceless phrases like 
“the glory of God” can become 
mere religious slogans and 
church-talk — empty, in an im-
mature mind, of the content that 
has led others, in generations be-
fore us, to take up such language 
with wonder and delight.

I was almost 20 years old when 
God opened my eyes (in a new 
way, if not altogether) to the 
meaning of his glory: its centrali-
ty in his creation and providence 
and in all the Scriptures, and the 
privilege and joy it is, in Christ, to 
daily consecrate one’s human life 
to glorify his name.

WHEN YOU PRAY
Luke 11:1 tells us that, after ob-

serving Jesus praying, one of the 
disciples said to him, “Lord, teach 
us to pray, as John taught his dis-
ciples.” Don’t let the weight of this 
moment be lost on you. The disci-
ples have seen and heard him 
pray. They have observed his life, 
his manifest normalcy as human 
and yet his striking holiness that 
almost seems otherworldly. The 

request to receive Jesus’s instruc-
tion on “how to pray” must have 
rung in the disciples’ ears as a 
stroke of genius. Yes! Why didn’t 
we ask him sooner?! What will he 
say? Perhaps a few, picking up on 
his pattern of answering ques-
tions in surprising ways, braced 
themselves for some unexpected 
angle — and then found them-
selves surprised again that this 
time he would answer so immedi-
ately and directly.

How thrilled might they have 
been when he opened his mouth, 
with no delays or rabbit trails or 
disclaimers, and simply began to 
answer: “When you pray, say . . .” 
(Luke 11:2).

Matthew 6 reports another in-
stance when Jesus modeled the 
same essential prayer, but this 
time in the context of his famous 
Sermon on the Mount. Here too 
his introduction had the same 
wonderful directness and imme-
diacy: “Pray then like this . . .” 
(Matthew 6:9).

UNIQUE FIRST PETITION
Before making any request or 

plea, Jesus first startles them with 
his address: “Our Father in heav-
en.” He is indeed modeling prayer 
for us, saying not “my Father” but 
“our Father.” And he draws to-
gether two seemingly opposite re-
alities in doing so: the nearness 
and tenderness of God as Father, 
alongside the majesty and power 
of a Father who is in heaven. We 
might see here an anticipation of 

the six requests to come (Mat-
thew 6:9–13) — in heaven, the 
magnificence of the first three 
pleas (verses 9–10), and in Father, 
the mercy of the final three (vers-
es 11–13). A kind of three-and-
three structure follows Jesus’s 
striking address.
HALLOWED BE
YOUR NAME.
To clear away the Old English 

word hallowed and put it more di-
rectly into the modern tongue, 
“Father, let your name be made 
holy.” It’s an odd construction, 
though more typical in Greek 
than English: a third-person im-
perative, and in the passive voice. 
That is, instead of saying, “Father, 
make your name holy,” Jesus says, 
“Father, let your name be made 
holy.” It’s a request for God to see 
to it that others take action for the 
sake of God’s name.

So, this first petition includes 
two actors: not only the explicit 
one (God himself) but also im-
plicit ones (the countless humans 
who will “sanctify him” or “make 
him holy” in their minds, hearts, 
mouths, and lives).

HIS NAME HOLY
What, then, of this word holy? 

How do we think about that, and 
does it relate, or not, to God’s glo-
ry?

Holiness, it is often summa-
rized, relates to God’s separate-
ness or otherness. He is separate 
from his creation and people, 
even apart from sin, and all the 
more with sin in view. As God, he 

is not common to our world and 
race, but holy. He is not just dis-
tinguished and different, but oth-
er — other, as Creator, from his 
creation and creatures, and other, 
as God, from sinners. In a sense, 
holy is an adjective for this unique 
otherness and distinct separate-
ness of God the creator in relation 
to everything he has made.

But beware, holiness is not 
mere separateness from creation, 
creatures, and sin. Holy implies 
other and better. Our God is not 
just different from us, but we 
adore him for it. He is distinct and 
marvelous.

The way his holiness, then, re-
lates to his glory, is that his holi-
ness is who he is as separate from 
us and better, and his glory is the 
visible and audible making known 
of his intrinsic value and infinite 
worth. Which means that to pray, 
as Jesus does, for God’s name to 
be made holy is to pray, in es-
sence, for him to be glorified. “Fa-
ther, may you be glorified! 

MADE HOLY HOW?
This petition not only is the 

first out of Jesus’s mouth, in his 
model prayer, and thus assumes a 
kind of priority and importance, 
but it’s also distinctive in an im-
portant sense. Piper continues,

In this petition, we hear the one 
specific subjective response of the 
human heart that God expects us 
to give — the hallowing, reverenc-
ing, honoring, esteeming, admir-
ing, valuing, treasuring of God’s 
name above all things. None of 
the other five requests tells us to 
pray for a specific human re-
sponse of the heart.

Jesus’s prayer, and ours, that 
our heavenly Father’s name be 
hallowed doesn’t mainly refer to 
his glory in the skies above, or as 
seen in mountains and oceans be-
low, or in plants and animals. 
Rather, the main referent is hu-
mans — thinking, feeling, willing 
humans. May his name be made 
holy, be glorified, in human minds 
and hearts and mouths and lives, 
beginning with the one who is 
praying, and extending into all 
the earth, across mountains and 

oceans, to all who dwell beneath 
the sky.

So, this first petition is both for 
the Father’s glory and for us to be 
instruments of his glory — that 
our Father in heaven be made holy 
first in our thoughts of him and 
our feelings about him. That we 
know him truly and enjoy him 
duly. That he be honored as holy 
in our mental perceptions of truth 
and in our emotional receptions 
of his beauty and worth. 
MAY IT NEVER GROW OLD
One way to keep our daily 

prayers fresh and real, and partic-
ularly Jesus’s “pray this first” ex-
ample of our hallowing the divine 
name, is to avail ourselves of the 
great breadth and depth of bibli-
cal and modern language at our 
disposal for both God’s objective 
value and glory as well as our own 
subjective God-honoring re-
sponses to him.

So, we press into service a 
breadth of language for his glory: 
his honor, his praise, his name, 
his fame, majesty, splendor, do-
minion, power, strength, and 
beauty. We reach and stretch for 
words and concepts, from Genesis 
to the Psalms to the Gospels to 
Revelation, and in our own expe-
rience of God’s created world and 
redeeming grace. His glory — the 
shining radiance of his 
out-streaming holiness — is far 
more precious than our repetition 
of the word glory can adequately 
account for.

So too, in seeking to honor him, 
we press into service a depth of 
language for our joy in him: we 
adore him, marvel at him, stand 
in awe of him, delight in him, en-
joy him, treasure him, cherish 
him, even hallow his name.

And as our hearts align with 
this plea — the hallowing of God’s 
name, which Jesus said to pray for 
first — the rest of our prayers (for 
both material and spiritual goods) 
will begin to fall into their proper 
place and proportion. God will in-
deed see to it that his name be 
made holy, that he and his Son be 
glorified, and that it begins in us, 
even as we pray.

Open Hearts, Open Minds, Open Doors.
Pastor Benny Smith and wife Iberia

(409) 883-4155
Sunday School 9:15 AM / Worship 10:30 AM

Sunday Evening: 6 PM, Wed. Evening 6:30 PM

SUNDAY SERVICE: 8 A.M.
10 A.M. HOLY COMMUNION

In Person or Live Stream On Facebook
Contact Us: (409) 883-2969

Email: st.pauls@stpaulsorangetx.com

Living Word Church
FULL GOSPEL

7403 FM 10006 (Corner of 87 & FM1006)
409-735-6659

COME WORSHIP WITH US
Sunday 10 A.M. & Thursday 6 P.M.

Dr. Rev. Samuel Karunanithi - Pastor
Rev. Ron Richardson, Co-Pastor

“For I know the plans I have
for you,” declares the LORD, 
“plans to prosper you and not
to harm you, plans to give you 

hope and a future.”
Jeremiah 29:11

PRAY THIS FIRST

Church Directory

6:30 p.m. Wednesdays: Wednesday-n-the Word Adult 
Bible Study with Pastor Harland, Youth Supper & Bible 

Study (grades 6-12), child care (infants-5th grade)
***NEW OUTDOOR FAMILY MINISTRIES***

TWO
SUNDAY

SERVICES:
9:00 A.M.

AND
10:30 A.M.

Harland
Strother,
Pastor

673 FM 1078 • Orange 
(409) 920-2271

Come be blessed by PASTOR HARLAND’S
ANOINTED MINISTRY  & rockin’ country Gospel

with the COWBOY CROSS BAND
New Ministry & Music Videos weekly on YouTube



HARRY’S APPLI-
ANCES - Used ap-
pliances starting at 
$99.95, 302 10th. St. 
(10th. & main) Or-
ange, We also buy 
used appliances, Call 
or come by 409-886-
4111.

For Rent: 2 very 
nice, clean, com-
fortable, spacious 
apartments in 
Bridge City. Both 
updated, 1 or 2 BR, 
1 B, all appliances, 
cathedral ceiling in 
spacious living area, 
ceiling fans, shower 
tub combo and van-
ity with large mir-
rors. Patio and con-
crete parking and 
nice yards. 1 year 
lease, you pay elec-
tric and water. 
Please call 409-626-
1968 or 409-735-
6277.

For Rent 3 bed-
room, 1 1/2 bath in 
Bridge City area.  
$1200 monthly, 
$600 security de-
posit required.  
Please call 409-670-
6255

For Rent 360 Lake 
Street in Bridge 
City, 3 bedroom 2 
bath mobile home 
with large add on 
addition $750 plus 
deposit (409)351-
5511

Lexus 2011 LS 460 
for sale, loaded, 
silver, one owner.  
111,000 miles. Ask-
ing $18,000.  Please 
call 337-302-8897

Closing Business Sale
Restaurant Equip.
for Sale. A Com-
mercial 3 door 
Cooler for back of 
the restaurant.  
Commercial 6 
Burner Gas Stove.  
Commercial Viking 
Convection Oven 
on legs in great 
condition. Catering 
dishes, China, 
Glassware, Silver-
ware and Decora-
tive Trays, Crystal 
items and more!  
TV’s and lots of 
Dining Tables and 
Chairs. Daily can 
be seen 11:00-2:00 
and 4:00-6:30. 
2530 Texas Ave. 
Pink & Navy build-
ing next to Daily 
Donuts in Bridge 
City by the High 
School.

A P P L I A N C E S

FOR SALE

American 
Legion Post 49
409-886-1241

Hall Rental

FIND US  ON   
FACEBOOK

@ TheRecordLive

TRACTOR 
WORK

• Bush Hogging  
• Water 

• Dirt & Shell  
  • Sewer

• Electrical  
• Digging Services

LOCAL
409-670-2040

HELP 
WANTED

FULL TIME &
PART TIME

GROCERY STOCKERS
GROCERY CHECKERS  

DELI WORKERS

APPLY IN PERSON 
ONLY  - NO PHONE 

CALLS PLEASE!

K-DAN”S
SUPER FOODS _ 

9604 FM 105
DANNY’S SUPER 

FOODS
2003 Western
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HE LP  WA N T E D
• LEGAL NOTICES •
• ENGAGEMENTS •  

• WEDDINGS  •  
• ANNIVERSARIES •

Please call us at:
  409•886•7183  

 Email at:  news@therecordlive.com

L E G A L  N O T I C E

AU T O  F O R  S A LE

• LEGAL NOTICES •  

• ENGAGEMENTS •  

• WEDDINGS  •  

• ANNIVERSARIES •

Please call us at:  

409•886•7183  

or Email us at:  

news@
therecordlive.com

OR 

ads@

the recordlive.com

H O U S E  F O R  R E N T

BUSINESS CARD 
LISTINGS TO 

PROMOTE YOUR 
BUSINESS

409•886•7183

 Visit us at 

therecordlive.com

for classifieds, 

news and sports!

FOR SALE
409-886-7183

The property commonly known as 315 Mill 
Street, Vidor, TX 77662 is scheduled to be 
sold at public foreclosure auction on 
02/07/2023 at 01:00 PM or no later than 3 
hours thereafter at the back door of the 
Courthouse in Orange County, Texas, or if 
the preceding area is no longer the desig-
nated area, at the area most recently desig-
nated by the Orange County Commission-
er’s Court. The Substitute Trustee will be 
Margie Allen, Kyle Barclay, Tommy Jack-
son, Keata Smith, Stephanie Hernandez, 
Selim Taherzadeh, or Michael Linke, any to 
act. The winning bidder buys “as is” and 
must pay at the auction with certified 
funds.

CITATION BY PUBLICATION (OTHER) - COPUBWD

THE STATE OF TEXAS

To:  Unkown Heirs of Wayne Joseph Prosperie, Jr.

                                                         Respondent, NOTICE:

YOU HAVE BEEN SUED.  You may employ an attorney.  
If you or your attorney do not file a written answer with 
the clerk who issued this citation by 10:00 A.M. on the 
Monday next following the expiration of 42 days after 
the date of issuance of this citation and petition, a 
default judgement may be taken against you. 

  The petition of Freedom Mortgage Corporation, 
Petitioner, was filed in the 128th District Court of 
Orange County, Texas on 7th day of December, 2022, 
against Unknown Heirs of Wayne Joseph Prosperie, Jr., 
Respondent, numbered 220484-C.  The suit requests: 

  This proceeding concerns the foreclosure of a lien  
  on the following realy property and improvements
  commonly known as 2032 Monterrey Drive, 
  Ora nge, TX 77630, a nd more par t icu larly 
  described as LOT NO. TWENTY (20), IN BLOCK
   NO. TWO (2), OF CHARLEMONT PLACE, A
   SUBIDIVISION IN THE CITY OF ORANGE, 
  ORANGE COUNTY, TEXAS, ACCORDING TO 
  THE MAP THEREOF OF RECORD IN VOLUME 5,
  PAGE 61, MAP RECORDS OF ORANGE COUNTY,
  TEXAS.

  The court has authority in this suit to enter any 
judgment which will be binding on you.

   ISSUED AND GIVEN under my hand and seal of said 
Court at Orange, Texas, this January 9th, 2023.

     
                    ANNE REED, District Clerk
                     Orange County, Texas
                                  Anne Reed

STATEPOINT 
CROSSWORD

THEME: 
THE GRAMMYS

ACROSS

1. Spencer of Hol-
lywood’s Golden 
- --
6. Eyeball, e.g.
9. “Tosca” song, 
e.g.
13. Theater pas-
sage
14. Bovine call
15. “____ came a 
spider...”
16. *Univision’s 
____ Grammy 
Awards
17. Barley bristle
18. Turning token 
taker
19. *President 
with a Grammy
21. Diabolical
23. Sold at the 
pump
24. Russian mon-
arch
25. Back of a boat
28. *”Shallow,” 
2018 recipient 
from “A ____ Is 
Born” movie
30. *Camila Ca-
bello and Ed 
Sheeran’s nomi-
nated song
35. College dwell-
ing
37. Footnote note
39. Shade of violet
40. Huron’s neigh-
bor
41. Head of the 
abbey
43. Done in a pot
44. City in Bolivia
46. Not manual
47. Mend, health-
wise
48. Eye cover
50. Egghead
52. Four quarters
53. Dog in yoga
55. Triple ____
57. *____.com Are-
na
60. *”Vegas” and 
“Woman” nomi-
nee (2 words)
64. Unit of electri-
cal energy
65. Hoover’s 
agency, acr.
67. Discompose
68. Shade of yel-
low
69. I in T.G.I.F.
70. Small, olive-
gray bird
71. “Cheers” reg-
ular
72. Inquire

73. Open up
DOWN

1. Bath powder
2. Iranian coin
3. ____ Spumante
4. Be needy
5. Gossipy ones
6. Arabian Penin-
sula country
7. Column’s coun-
terpart
8. Holiday sur-
prise for employ-
--
9. Palo ____, CA
10. Agitate
11. Inwardly
12. *1970 two-time 
winner “The ____ 
of Aquarius”
15. Hindu retreat
20. Ancient 
Rome’s neighbor
22. Nail a criminal
24. Popular news-
paper name
25. *”30” perform-
--
26. Pillage
27. Beef ___, dim 
sum choice
29. *”Don’t Shut 
Me Down” group
31. Alan Alda’s 
classic TV show
32. Type of hawk
33. Type of flu
34. Multi-colored 
dog coat
36. One of three 
square ones
38. Shower with 
affection
42. Human trunk
45. Sliding fasten-
--
49. Part of “i”
51. Past-life expe-
rience? (2 words)
54. Capital of Bul-
garia
56. Airbnb option
57. Chanel of fash-
ion
58. German in-
dustrial valley
59. Big Bang’s 
original matter
60. Disc, alt. sp.
61. Popular diet-
er’s foe
62. Between ports
63. Chris Hems-
worth’s superhe-
--
64. *Award-win-
ning Bon Jovi’s 
lead singer
66. *Coldplay’s 
collaborators


