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LSCO president
reports growth
to Texas Senate

AUSTIN, TX - Lamar 
State College Orange 
(LSCO) President Dr. Tom 
Johnson testified last week 
before the Texas Senate Fi-
nance Committee. Presi-
dent Johnson shared the 
wonderful progress the col-
lege has made over the past 
year and sought additional 
funding for the next bienni-
um.

  “At Lamar State College 
Orange, we’re dedicated to 
the goals of a Talent-Strong 
Texas,” President Johnson 
said.

 Dr. Johnson shared with 
the Committee that three-
fourths of LSCO graduates 
are first-generation, “just 
like [him].” He also shared 
that LSCO’s enrollment 
grew last Fall by approxi-
mately 12%. He thanked the 

It’s Trash-Off time once 
again! The 28th annual 
Community Trash-Off is 
scheduled for Saturday, 
February 25, 2023 from 8 
a.m. to 12 p.m. at the City of 
Orange Riverside Pavilion, 
located at 709 Simmons 
Drive in Orange, Texas, 
with a rain date of March 4, 
2023. This year’s Commu-

nity Trash-Off is generous-
ly presented by INVISTA 
and hosted by Shangri La 
Botanical Gardens and Na-
ture Center, in collabora-
tion with the City of Or-
ange.

 Orange County residents 
are encouraged to come 
out, take pride in their com-
munity, and help clean up 
trash from area neighbor-
hoods and waterways. Show 
your community spirit and 
join us for a morning of 

good CLEAN fun!
  Participating teams and 

individuals will enjoy a free 
pizza lunch after the event. 
To register a team or indi-
vidual, visit shan-
grilagardens.org to com-
plete registration and waiv-
er forms. Teams are limited 
to 3-5 members, but groups 
are encouraged to register 
several teams. For more in-
formation, contact Melinda 
Jackson at mjackson@shan-
grilagardens.org or at 

409.670.9113. Please take 
note that this year’s Com-
munity Trash-Off location 
has been moved to The City 
of Orange Riverside Pavil-
ion at 709 Simmons Drive, 
beside the boat ramp to the 
south.

 Shangri La Gardens As-
sociate Director Katie 
Krantz shared her excite-
ment for the event stating, 
“Trash-Off is the perfect 

Orange County is already 
getting money from the 
ChevronPhillips plant un-
der construction. County 
Judge John Gothia said the 
company has paid nearly 
$2.4 million for a build-
ing-drainage permit on the 
acreage where the $8.5 bil-
lion plant is being built.

Gothia said the county 
had put the money in re-
serves, or savings, and it is 
not included in the 2022-23 
budget. However, that is 
changing.

Commissioners Court 
Tuesday voted unanimous-
ly to move $500,000 of the 
money to the current bud-
get’s contingency fund, 
which pays for unexpected 
needs and expenses. The 
money will be available to 
be spent, with a final ap-
proval from the court.

Gothia said the develop-
ment permit also covers 
county expenses for the 
on-going inspections that 
will be needed throughout 

the con-
struction. 
The plant is 
being named 
Golden Tri-
angle Poly-
mers and is 
off Highway 
87 South be-
tween Or-

ange and Bridge City. 
New industry took up an-

other part of the court’s 
business Tuesday.  Late last 
year, the county made a tax 
abatement deal with Enter-
prise Products Operating 
for a possible $850 million 
ethane terminal along the 
Neches River on the west 
side of the county. The 
company requested some 
changes.

Gothia said the main 
changes are for the name of 
the company and the dates 
the terms of the abatement 
will begin. Corporations of-
ten make adjustments in le-
gal names for large projects 
as they acquire more part-
ners in the venture. The 

28th annual Community Trash-Off Feb 25

Pete Runnels, one of the 
most colorful local politi-
cians in modern Orange 
County history, died Satur-
day at the age of 79. Offices 
he served in were Orange 
County judge and Pine-
hurst mayor. 

He was known for his 
easy-going personality and 
his quick smile. Besides 
serving in public office, he 
worked with local civic 
groups through the years 
and he started the annual 
Pinehurst Labor Day Picnic 
for senior citizens.

“He was a good guy in ev-
erything he did,” Orange 
County Commissioner 
Kirk Roccaforte said during 
Tuesday’s Commissioners 
Court meeting. County 
Judge John Gothia added, 
“He did a lot of great work 
for Orange County.” 

Claybar Funeral Home of 
Orange is handling his ar-
rangements. Visitation will 
be Thursday, February 16, 
froom 6 to 9 p.m. at the fu-
neral home. Services will be 
10 a.m. Friday at the funeral 
home with burial to follow 
at Orange Forest Lawn 
Cemetery.

Runnels’ political back-
ground came from his fa-
ther, Joseph Runnels Jr., 
who was Orange County 
Clerk in 1947-1950. He then 
was elected as city of Or-
ange mayor in the early 
1950s during the days of 
the “strong” mayor before 
the city manager system 
was adopted. 

Pete Runnels served as 
Orange County Democrat-
ic Party chairman before 
running successfully for 
county judge. He lost 
re-election in 1982 against 

Funeral will be Friday for 
former leader Pete Runnels
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Orangefield seniors, Jackson Humplik, Gavin Perry-Koci, and Landon DeLaet, are dual-enrolled students with Orangefield 
High School and Lamar State College Orange.  These students will not only graduate with their high school diploma from 
Orangefield ISD but a Process Operating Technology Certificate from LSCO. They are working on their resumes to submit 
with their apprenticeship program application. These young men are hoping to get picked for the apprenticeship program 
so they can work for DOW as they earn an Associate Degree in Process Operations from LSCO.
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court agreed to the chang-
es, including moving the 
beginning of the abatement 
from 2023 to 2024.

Assistant County Attor-
ney Denise Gremillion said 
she has concerns about the 
amended contract’s defini-
tion of a “satellite” office. 
The abatement agreement 
requires Enterprise to hire 
local contractors and em-
ployees, if available. That 
would include local satellite 
offices of another company.

Gremillion said a lot of 
companies will have a head-
quarters in a city like Aus-
tin and offices in other cit-
ies. She said the companies 
with a legitimate branch are 
fine. But she is concerned a 
company may rent office 
space in Orange County 
and then claim to be a “lo-
cal” vendor. Commission-
ers said they can address 
that in the future.

In other business, the 
court agreed to extend the 
county judge’s disaster dec-
laration made after a torna-
do outbreak in January that 
included an F-2 tornado 
traveling 25.6 miles across 
the county. The vote made 

the declaration without a 
set end.

Gothia said the county is 
working with the state to 
see if individuals with dam-
age can get help. The coun-
ty has been keeping its trash 
collecting station open ev-
ery day of the week for de-
bris, but regular hours will 
go back after Saturday. 

He said the county has a 
grapple truck out picking 
up the vegetative debris. 
Precinct 1 Commissioner 
Johnny Trahan, whose area 
had widespread damage, 
said the ground has been 
too wet for some people to 
haul out things like down 
trees to the side of the road. 

Gothia said property 
owners with insurance 
should have that cover re-
moving the building debris, 
however the county will 
have to deal with picking up 
building debris from 
non-insured property own-
ers. He said residents with-
out damage to their houses 
may still need to have con-
struction debris removed 
because it blew on their 
land from some place else.

The court accepted a 

$29,345 Community and 
Rural Health Grant from 
the National Environmen-
tal Health Association of 
the U.S. Food and Drug Ad-
ministration. Health In-
spector James Scales said 
the grant will be used to up-
date computer equipment 
and help pay salaries.

Bills approved by com-
missioners  included 
$45,752 for a 2023 Ford 
F150 pickup truck along 

with $36,000 for a 2022 
Ford F150 pickup, both 
from Silsbee Ford. The 
trucks were purchased from 
a regional “buy board” 
which coordinates bids for 
government entities in this 
part of the state. Also, the 
court approved paying 
$371,581 to Amegy Bank of 
Texas for 2016 bonds 
through the Texas Public 
Property Finance.

County business From Page 1

Legislature for providing 
funds to purchase a genera-
tor, for the increased tui-
tion formula rate that has 
allowed LSCO to reduce tu-
ition by 50%, and for funds 
for a new academic build-
ing – all requests that were 
granted in the previous 
Legislative session.

  Dr. Johnson then re-
quested a modest tuition 
formula increase to main-
tain reduced tuition rates 
for students, funds to devel-
op a technical training ini-
tiative, and funds for disas-
ter mitigation.

 After his testimony, Sen-
ators asked Dr. Johnson 
about the success of LSCO’s 
Commercial Driver’s Li-
cense program, where 
classes begin each Monday, 
about LSCO’s nursing pro-
grams, and about teacher 
training initiatives that 
prepare teachers to work in 
rural areas.

  Senator Robert Nichols, 
whose district includes La-
mar State College Orange, 
complimented Dr. Johnson 
on how LSCO is meeting 
needs throughout South-
east Texas.

The Bridge City/Orangefield Rotary Club awarded their Orangefield January Student of the Month to Britney Kilgore.  Britney 
ranks number 12 out of 121 seniors.  She plans to attend Lamar University to pursue a Bachelor of Science in Nursing  Pic-
tured with Britney are her parents Bryan and Jennifer Kilgore, Ray Wrinkle, OFHS principal, Crissa Bonnin, Counselor, Dr. 
Mark Messer, Rotary President, and Shaun McAlphin, OFHS Superintendent.

LSCO From Page 1

The Texas A&M AgriLife Extension of Orange County 
will be holding free Do Well Be Well with Diabetes classes.  
Join us in learning how to prevent and control your type 2 
diabetes, eat healthy and much more to control your diabe-
tes. 

The series will last for 5 classes on March 9, 16, 23, 30, 
and April 6 and will be from 6 PM to 8 PM.   They will be 
held at the Orange County Extension Office in the Orange 
County Convention and Expo Center on 11475 FM 1442, 
Orange, TX.  To get the full educational benefit, you need 
to attend all 5 classes if possible.  Call the Extension Office 
at 409-882-7010 to sign-up for this series.

‘Do Well Be Well’ Diabetes classes

Trash-Off From Page 1

opportunity for individuals 
of this community to come 
together and work towards 
the common goal of making 
Orange a cleaner place to 
live and work.  We encour-
age all of our neighbors to 
take a few hours to join us 
for the 28th Annual Com-
munity Trash-Off and 
showcase the pride and re-
silience we have as a com-
munity. We hope everyone 
takes a little time from their 
day to help achieve this 
common goal. We are deep-
ly grateful to INVISTA for 
supporting Trash-Off again 

this year as our Presenting 
Sponsor, along with Orange 
Mayor Larry Spears, the 
City of Orange staff and all 
of those great volunteers 
who contribute to this im-
portant effort.”

  Located at 2111 West 
Park Avenue in Orange, 
Texas, Shangri La is open to 
the public Tuesday through 
Saturday from 9 a.m. - 5 
p.m. Entry to the gardens is 
free of charge. For more in-
formation call 409-670-
9113 or visit shan-
grilagardens.org.
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MARGARET TOAL
For The Record

What is now Orange County had an unusual start in that 
some of its original settlers were members of a free Black 
family, the Ashworths. Records show they first moved 
across the Sabine River from Calcasieu Parish, Louisiana, 
in 1831.

 William Ashworth was the first to come to Texas, fol-
lowed by brothers Aaron and Abner. Their father, James, 
who was also free, had been in Louisiana since the 1700s. 

In the hardscrabble life of the pioneers, they had to work 
all the time to provide food, grow crops, and build houses. 
With few settlers around, some Ashworth men married 
White women, and some of the Ashworth women married 
White men.

The historian and law professor Jason A. Gilmer gives us 
a 21st Century look at the family by researching court re-
cords, deed records, state, and local records. He has writ-
ten about the Ashworths for the Minnesota Journal of Law 
and Inequality in a 75-page paper called “Shades of Gray: 
The Life & Times of a Free Family of Color on Texas Fron-
tier.” He also included the Ashworth story in a book, “Slav-
ery and Freedom in Texas.”

Gilmer wrote “Race has never been a biological or natu-
ral fact;  it is instead  a social construct.”

The Ashworth brothers and their children became suc-
cessful ranchers and farmers here. They amassed hun-
dreds of acres of property, thousands of heads of cattle, and 
even a few slaves. 

In the 1830s, Mexico forbid slavery and slaves could not 
enter its territory, which included Orange County at the 
time. Part of the Texas rebellion against Mexico, which be-
gan in 1835, was the fight for the incoming U.S. settlers to 
own slaves. The Ashworths, despite their background, 
fought for Texas independence from Mexico. 

William Ashworth fought with the Texians against the 
Mexican cavalry outside San Antonio in November 1835, 
known as the “grass fight.” He was honorable discharged. 
He and brother Aaron later paid subsitute soldiers to fight 
for them against Mexico. One Ashworth died at Goliad.

After Texas gained independence from Mexico as the 
Republic of Texas, the congress passed laws forbidding free 
people of color or those of mixed race to live in the new 
country. It did not apply to the ones already living here.

Friends and neighbors of the Ashworths petitioned the 
government and Texas in 1840 passed the Ashworth Law, 
giving special attention to allow the family and descen-
dants to stay and live free. 

As background to this, what is now Orange County was 
part of Jefferson County in the 1830s. Orange County was 
split off in 1852, seven years after Texas joined the United 
States. It was called Orange County, either from orange 
trees George Patillo grew, or because of some native orange 
groves.

The only town in the county had been called “Green’s 
Bluff” and it was renamed Madison in honor of the U.S. 
President James Madison, and became the county seat. 
However, Madison, Texas, was confused with Madison-
ville, Texas. The city’s name was changed to Orange to 
match the county.

The changes to what is now Orange County means that 
we do not have census records for the county or for the 
town in 1850 and local population counts first come out in 
the 1860 census.

Orange County War of 1856

As the town grew and prospered, new White settlers 
were not fond of the Ashworths and their prosperity. Twen-
ty-five years after the Ashworths moved across the Sabine, 
disputes grew to violence in what was called “The Orange 
County War of 1856,” pitting the Ashworths and their 
friends against others. 

The Orange County War broke out in the middle of June 
1856, at the same time a new national political party, the 
Republicans held their first convention in Philadelphia and 
called for an end to slavery. Kentucky was the only South-
ern state to send a delegate.

The late historian W.T. Block wrote that in 1856, Madi-
son was a thriving timber-producing center with about 600 
people. A newspaper writer praised its “fairy tale appear-
ance” of 150 white clapboard cottages encircling the cres-
cent of the river. With its timber mills, Orange didn’t have 
old-fashioned log cabins.

The town had five sawmills, two shipyards, numerous 
stores, a cotton warehouse, and six steamboats that trav-
eled up and down the river. Numerous sailing boats and 
ships were also here.

Sons and daughters of the original Ashworth brothers 
married Whites and the family was truly one of mixed rac-
es. Even though the Ashworths were allowed to live freely, 
inter-racial marriages were illegal. As early as the 1840s, 
Jefferson County officials began filing charges against 
Ashworths for their so-called illegal marriages. There are 
no records that anyone was convicted of the charges.

Law professor Gilmer wrote that an agriculture census 
in 1850 included six members of the Ashworth family with 
Aaron the primary rancher in all of then-Jefferson County 
with 2,570  heads of cattle and an estimated 14,000 acres. 
Abner had 925 head of cattle, William had 900, Joshua had 
550, and David and Aaron Jr. had 170 each.

The family also owned cows producing milk to make 
butter, along with pigs and sheep for wool.

As the Northern United States talked about banning 
slavery, secession talk across the Southern states, including 
Texas, grew. And so did talk around the town of Madison. 
With more white people coming, tensions increased 
against the Ashworths. 

W.T. Block said the sentiments against the Ashworths 
were “steeped in jealousy and hatred.” 

Gilmer wrote that about the time that Orange County 
was formed, Aaron Ashworth hired a private school teach-
er to educate his children. That was another thing that 
made his neighbors jealous.

After Orange County was formed, a sheriff filed charges 
against William Ashworth and his nephew for playing 
cards, which was illegal, but likely not enforced because 
playing card games was a popular past time. Records show 
they each paid a $10 fine.

“The closer to the civil war, the less tolerance” the com-
munity showed for the Ashworths, Gilmer wrote.

On May 15, 1856, the tolerance ended. A deputy sheriff 
named Samuel Deputy arrested Clark Ashworth for steal-
ing his hog. The details of the accused theft are unknown, 
but some historians question whether Clark needed to 
steal a hog because his family members owned dozens. 

Also, there was a question of whether the hog may have 
been one of the feral ones that roamed then, and even to-
day.

Clark was released on bond secured by his cousin, Sam. 
Later that day, Sam encountered Deputy and challenged 
him to a gun fight outside of Madison. Many would call 
this a duel.

Deputy refused, and arrested Sam for violating the law of 
“abusive lan-
guage” from a 
Black. Deputy 
took Sam before 
the local justice of 
the peace, who 
could not deter-
mine Sam’s race 
by sight. Witness-
es were called to 
show Sam had 
Black blood and 
therefore, could 
have broken the 
law.

After being 
found guilty, Sam 
was sentenced to 
receive 30 lashes 
from a whip on 
his bare back. 
That is the same 
punishment often 
given to slaves. 
Sam and other 
Ashworths were 
not happy. 

What happened 
next is disputed because records are not available, though 
newspapers across the country reported on the happen-
ings. Did Sam get released before his punishment, or did 
Sheriff Edward C. Glover let him escape?

Deputy ambushed on Cow Bayou

Sam and another Ashworth cousin, Jack Bunch, am-
bushed Deputy. Deputy lived on a shellbank outside of 
town near Cow Bayou. In those days, most people traveled 
by boat, and Deputy was going home in a boat with a friend, 
A.C. Merriman.

Sam had changed clothes and disguised himself. He  and 
cousin Jack were in a boat and came up to Deputy. Sam 
shot Deputy with a double-barrel shotgun and then 
smashed his head with the butt. Merriman had jumped 
overboard and held to the side of the boat and was left un-
harmed. Some accounts say the Ashworths were not mad 
at him and did not hurt him. He became a witness.

Sheriff Glover plays an important role in the story, 
though he had a checkered past. He had been arrested 
years earlier in Nacogdoches for passing counterfeit bonds, 
but was not convicted. 

Glover was sympathetic to the Ashworths, but he had a 
job to do. He formed an eight-man posse and appointed 
Joshua Harmon as his deputy. The posse went through the 
county and were unable to find Sam and Jack Bunch. 

Others in the town were angry at the sheriff and formed 
the “Moderators” as “friends of law and order.” Sixty White 
men became vigilantes as the “committee of safety.” 

Those citizens sympathetic to the Ashworths became 
known as the “Regulators.” For the next few weeks, Madi-
son and Orange County were involved in their own civil 
war. Looking back, there were no good guys.

R.E. Russell, who moved to Madison as a boy with his 
family in 1854, wrote a memoir in 1911. He recalled that 
people living in town were afraid of the violence and did 
not burn candles at night. There were no lanterns at the 
time, and people were even afraid to sleep in their own 
beds.

The Moderators for “law and order” got infamous gun-
fighter Jack Cross of West Texas to fight on their side. On 

June 15, 1856, Cross got into an argument in town with 
Burwell Alexander and shot him in the neck. Dr. Mairs saw 
the shooting and went to help his friend. Cross shot the 
doctor in the head.

The Moderators kicked Glover out of office and took 
over. They told all the Ashworths and their supporters to 
leave the county or be killed. 

During the war, houses were burned. The Moderators 
set the largest sawmill in 
town, along with the cut 
lumber, on fire when they 
thought Sam might be hid-
ing there.

The fighting went on for 
two months and at least 12 
men were killed.

Posse gunning for 
Glover discovers
counterfeiters

Finally, a posse of Moder-
ators on horses traveled 
north of town and tracked 
down Glover. He was found 
hiding in a house next to a 
house where his uncle, Jack 
Moore lived. Turns out his 
uncle was an accomplished 
counterfeiter of bills, bonds 
and land deeds. Jack Moore’s 
printing plates and other 
equipment were also found.

Accounts vary on wheth-
er Glover knew his uncle was breaking the law. The posse 
shot and killed the counterfeiters and then shot and killed 
Glover. Finding the counterfeiters made the Moderators 
heroes in some news accounts.

Their effort to get rid of the mixed-race people of Or-
ange County was successful. Some Ashworths went back 
to Louisiana.  Others tried to stick it out, but their fortunes 
dwindled. Some of their land and cattle could have been 
taken illegally.

In 1860, the once wealthy Aaron had only a few acres and 
20 head of cattle. Jefferson County, which included Or-
ange, had 63 free people of color in the 1850 census. By 
1860, Jefferson and Orange counties had only 27 free peo-
ple of color.

Sam escaped west and reportedly joined the Confederate 
army when the U.S. Civil War broke out. He was said to be 
killed at the Battle of Shiloh.

18-year-old Jack Bunch, his cousin, was arrested near 
Columbus, Texas, and brought back for trial. The trial was 
moved to Beaumont on a change of venue. Jack was found 
guilty and executed by a cruel hanging.

He was atop a ladder with the rope around his neck. The 
ladder was twisted around many times and then removed. 
He spun as he was choked to death.

One famous writer about the Orange County War of 
1856 was Frederick Law Olmstead. In 2022, the country 
celebrated the 200th anniversary of his birth. He was the 
country’s first landscape architect and is famous for de-
signing New York’s Central Park and the Chicago World’s 
Fair of 1893, where Frances Ann Lutcher bought the first 
stained glass windows for the future First Presbyterian 
Church in Orange. 

Keanu Reeves has been cast to play Olmstead in a Martin 
Scorsese production of the best-selling book,  “Devil in the 
White City” about the fair and a serial killer.

Olmstead traveled through Texas on horseback in 1856 
for the New York Times and published a book of his travels 
in the book “A Journey through Texas: Or a Saddle-Trip on 
the Southwest Frontier.” Though he did not come to Or-
ange County, he heard stories of the Ashworths and the 
“Orange County War of 1856” and wrote about Regulators 
and Moderators.

Orange County had ‘civil war’ in 1856

1862 map of Orange County, Texas
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From the Creaux’s Nest
SUPER BOWL LVII

Patrick Mahomes was magical when the Kansas 
City Chiefs desperately needed him to pull off anoth-
er Super Bowl comeback. Playing on an injured an-
kle, Mahomes threw two touchdown passes in the 
fourth quarter and scrambled 26 yards on the go-
ahead drive before Harrison Butker kicked a 27-yard 
field goal with 8 seconds left to give the Chiefs a 38-
35 victory over the Philadelphia Eagles on Sunday 
night. Coach Andy Reid, who couldn’t win the big 
game in Philadelphia, beat his former team to earn 
his second ring with Mahomes and the Chiefs. With 
the score tied at 35-35, the Eagles tried to let the 
Chiefs score a touchdown with under two minutes 
left so they could get the ball back after a defensive 
holding call on cornerback James Bradberry on 
third-and-8 gave Kansas City a first down. But Jer-
ick McKinnon slid at the 2, forcing the Eagles to use 
their last timeout. “It was holding. I tugged his jer-
sey. I was hoping they would let it slide,” Bradberry 
said. After Mahomes took a knee twice, Butker 
nailed his kick, sending thousands of red-clad Chiefs 
fans into a frenzy. The Chiefs’ All-Pro tight end 
Travis Kelce and Eagles All-Pro center Jason Kelce 
became the first set of brothers to play against each 
other in the Super Bowl. Their mom, Donna Kelce, 
wore a half-red, half-green jersey with No. 87 on the 
front for Travis and No. 62 on the back for Jason. 
Reid, who turns 65 next month, ended any specula-
tion about his potential retirement. “If they’ll have 
me, I’ll stick around,” he said. Reid won more games 
than any coach in team history during 14 seasons 
with the Eagles but the one knock against him was 
that he couldn’t win the big one. 

JUST ONE “PETE”

J.L. “Pete” Runnels passed away Saturday, Febru-
ary 11, 2023. Services will be Friday, February 17 at 
10:00 a.m. at Claybar Funeral Home in Orange. Visi-
tation will be held Thursday from 6:00 p.m. to 9:00 
p.m. For me to tell the entire Pete Runnels story 
would take the full column and more. We go back to 
when he was 7-years-old and I was his senior by at 
least 10 years. A lot of water has run under the bridge 
since then. I had a special bond with his family, dad, 
mom, two sisters and “Granny” Runnels. In 1971, at 
age 27, Pete was hired as sports editor of the new Op-
portunity Valley Newspaper, owned by the Dunn 
family. That got him to the 1972 Super Bowl in New 
Orleans as a guest of the N.F.L. For years he spoke of 
being served caviar in the press box. He got lots of 
great interviews and pictures in the locker room. 
Name recognition, through his sports column, sprung 
him into politics. He ran for Democratic Chairman 
against Jim Morris, a very popular district attorney. 
No one believed he had a chance against the incum-
bent but Pete won by a large margin. County Judge 
Grover Halliburton created a position as assistant to 
the county judge. The rest is history. He and Judge 
James Stringer defeated each other for county judge 
several times. Pete first won with the help of Charlie 
Wickersham. Charlie later helped defeat him when 
they fell out over how bids should be worded for coun-
ty vehicle purchases. Judge Pete Runnels’ dad Joe was 
a former county clerk and mayor of Orange. He had 
run for county judge three times and lost. Pete’s 
grandfather also ran against Judge Sid Caillavet and 
lost. His dad and grandfather were Pete’s motivation 
to be county judge. It was something they couldn’t ac-
complish. The former Pinehurst city manager and 
mayor made friends in high places. A book could be 
written of he and James Stringer’s exploits. Besides 
the few who called Stringer “Stick” Pete never under-
stood why folks called James “Judge” and referred to 
him as “Pete.” He had been given the name of the 
family mule or so I was told. It is befitting at times as 
he could be stubborn. His loss hits close to home. He 
took some great life stories with him. May he rest in 
peace. Please read Margaret’s story and also see obit-
uary on our website at www.therecordlive.com.

TURNING BACK THE HANDS OF TIME
10 Years Ago-2013

Recognizing Valentine Sweethearts 10 years ago

 What these women have in common is that they 
are all upbeat, friendly, smile a lot and truly care 
about people. Here they are in no particular order. 
Joy Scarbourgh, a longtime educator now retired. 
Always on the go, Joy has been slowed by a bad acci-
dent that affects her walking but she manages. She 
makes the world’s best pecan fudge. I hoard it when 
I get some.***Patsy Peck is a great friend to have. 
She’s always available to help anyone who needs it. 
She stays on the go. No one makes better banana 
pudding and I’ve been the recipient of several gallons 
of it.***Sherlynn Blackshear, is not only easy to look 
at, she’s a great baker. You just can’t beat her pie 
making. She always has a smile for the next customer 
at Bridge City Branch Bank.***Pearl Burgess, at age 
92, is like Betty White, spreading joy and entertain-
ment. Pearl touches a lot of lives with her poetry. 
She’s so up beat you would never know she’s had a bad 

day. She also a master chef.***Donna Scales, always 
full of it, she is great to be around and she tells unbe-
lievable stories. As head of Orange County Parks 
she’s a great ambassador and boy can she cook. No 
one makes better cakes, all varieties. My favorite is a 
ten pound pan full of Almond Joy cake.***Peggy Al-
bair. What a gal. She was born to work in the public. 
A reality show should be done on her and Richard’s 
place, Peggy’s on the Bayou. She’s really cute in her 
baseball cap. She keeps me fed, plus I’m the guinea pig 
for new items and I’m good at that. She sends me 
home with the areas best seafood gumbo and craw-
fish pistolets. Gives me a hug and says 
“Enjoy.”***Lyndia Permenter, what a nice lady, very 
caring and always has a kind word. She’s a special 
kind. She was the first to remember me for Valen-
tine’s Day. She sent me some goodies, delivered by 
our friend T.W. Lyndia is a proud great-grandmother 
who always wears a smile.***Well, there are my beau-
tiful people for one more year. We wish them and all 
of you wonderful ladies a very Happy Valentine’s 
Day. (Editor’s note: I used to make a sweetheart list 
but haven’t in the last few years. I believe the above 
mentioned ladies are still with us, all but Pearl and 
Joy.)*****Speaking of that, our friend Glen Oliver or-
dered he and I a hardback copy of the new book by 
Woody Guthrie, called “House of Earth.” It’s a novel 
that was discovered and edited by a Rice University 
professor Douglas Brinkley and actor Johnny Depp. 
It was finished in 1947 but lost to readers until now. 
It’s a powerful portrait of the Texas Panhandle Dust 
Bowl. In many ways it’s a companion piece to Guthe-
rie’s folk anthem, “This Land is Your Land.” It’s a 
powerful tale from one of our greatest artists. Even 
the book cover is a copy of a painting by Woody. On 
Sunday, April 1, 1935, Palm Sunday, Woody Guthrie 
thought the Apocalypse was knocking on the door of 
Pampa, Texas, when an immense dust cloud blew in. 
Bob Dylan says he was surprised by the genius of the 
writing of “House of Earth,” which told about how 
poor people searched for love and meaning. Wood-
row Wilson Woody Guthrie, 1912- 1967. The dis-
covery of “House of Earth,” reinforces Guthrie’s 
place among the immortal figures of American let-
ters. The book went on sale last week. Thanks to 
Glen for this special novel. Anyone who loves history 
and learning about the hard times endured by ordi-
nary people to plant roots in the arid land of the Pan-
handle should certainly read this book. (Editor’s 
note: My friend Glenn left us last year. What a great 
guy. I still treasure the book he gave me, “House of 
Earth.”)*****We were sorry to learn about the death 
of our longtime friend Beuford Herford, age 72, who 
died Sunday, Feb. 10. Visitation will start at 6 p.m. 
Wednesday, Feb. 13 at Memorial Funeral Home in Vi-
dor. Beuford was a retired Boilermaker, Local 587 
in Orange with over 50 years of service. He was a 
close ally of Dewey “Teddy Bear” Cox and served as 
Business Agent of the Local. Our sincere sympa-
thies to son Clay, daughters Rita and Monica and 
their families. He was a good man who helped 
many.*****Texas A&M racked up on talent signing 
day. The only area recruit for A&M is Alex Sezer Jr. 
5 foot, 9 inch, 180 pounder from Little Cypress-
Mauriceville. Aggie coach Sumlin says about Alex, 
“I had to check my timer twice to make sure it was 
working correctly when I clocked the speedster. He’s 
a sleeper who will get a chance to contribute in our 
return game.”

73 Years Ago-1950

Jimmy Conn was MC for the Tiger Grid Banquet. 
Twenty lettermen received special recognition. 
Thomas Jefferson coach Clarence Underwood was 
special guest.*****Bridge City fighter Dow Gene An-
derson, a flashy welterweight, failed to record his 
fifth knockout in a row but did hammer out a decision 
over Harmon Miller to win the 147-pound class in 
Port Arthur Golden Gloves tournament.

75 Years Ago-1948

A hard freeze continues holding at 24 degrees 
bringing a fuel crisis. *****Sid Caillavet and Jimmy 
Conn create a big public scene in the New Orleans 
depot after Conn stole Sid’s overcoat. Sid took his 
belt off and started whipping Jimmy after Sid’s coat 
was found being worn under Jimmy’s coat. Conn 
sends card and toy skunk to Joe Blanda. The card 
read, “Thinking of you.”*****Orange fighters, 
coached by Crip Trahan, win five of seven Golden 
Gloves bouts. The show opened with exhibition by 
Orange’s battling twins, Robin and Roddy Tolar. 
Winners were Ray Duley, Red Lindsey, Don Ste-
phenson, Earnest Casnino and Jack Dennis. Unde-
feated Kid Henry fought an exhibition with Charles 
Booty.

A FEW HAPPENINGS

The Wednesday Lunch Bunch meets every 
Wednesday at noon at Robert’s Restaurant. The 
group is attempting to rebuild the Bunch after a to 
year layoff because of COVID. Each week old mem-
bers are returning and The Bunch is also trying to 
recruit new members to come out and share fellow-
ship and gain insight into what’s going on around the 
county. Pete Runnels was one of the early members 
20 years ago.***** Looks like spring is starting early 
with some of our warm recent days. Azaleas and brid-
al wreath are starting to bloom already. They usually 
don’t come out until March. However, as every South-
east Texan knows, it’s too early to think winter is 
over. We never know around here when another 
freeze might hit.*****James and Jackie Jeffcoat of 
Mauriceville marked their 65th wedding anniversa-
ry on Sunday by renewing their marriage vows during 
the service at Cowboy Church of Orange County. 
Friends and family watched and a few eyes grew misty 
with the sweet sentimental occasion.*****Orange’s 
Mardi Gras week was a busy time for lots of people 
with all the events going on. The Spazmatics drew a 
lot of singing along during their concert at the River-
side Pavilion as part of the Together Thursdays 
concert sponsored by Dow and the Orange County 
United Way. The group did covers of ‘80s popular 
songs.  Lanie Brown, Michelle Tubbleville, Brandy 
and Roderick Robertson, plus Gary and Angie Stel-
ly were among those loving the music. Of course, 
Maureen McAllister with United Way was 

there.*****  The Stellys returned to the pavilion the 
next night for a special event. Mayor Larry Spears Jr. 
presented the longtime KOGT radio station owner 
with the ceremonial “key to the city” in recognition 
of his decades of community service. Gary wore a 
colorful Mardi Gras jacket for his special day and 
posed for lots of photos with friends and former co-
workers. The mayor had to leave before the zydeco 
concert. Spears and his wife, Trisha, participated in 
the Samaritan Counseling fundraiser the “not-so 
newlywed game.” Local supporters at the games in-
cluded Sherry Hommel, Glynis Gothia, and Becky 
Trahan.*****Saturday was the big day culminating in 
the lighted Mardi Gras parade through downtown 
Orange. The Spears were royalty on their krewe’s 
float. The Stellys also rode with their krewe dressed 
in Bavarian style costumes. Gary made an adjust-
ment to the traditional lederhosen shorts. His were a 
capri-pant length. Over on the Krewe C’est LaVie 
float, Stump Weatherford dressed as an alligator 
and Michael Washburn wore a giant chicken cos-
tume.  The Krewe L’Orange started out with a gath-
ering at the historic district home of Carol and Rob-
ert Sims. That krew includes Beth and Kenneth 
Wheeler plus Susan and Jerry Pennington. Al 
Granger served as parade marshal and drove a 
Granger Chevrolet pickup truck before the West 
Orange-Stark Mustang band, which set a good beat 
for the floats that followed. King Johnny and Queen 
Becky Trahan’s float was at the end and was decorat-
ed all in the royal colors of white and gold. Even all 
the beads their krewe threw were pearl-colored or 
gold. And speaking of beads, kids walked off with 
enough bling to make Mr. T jealous. David C. Clay-
bar of Old Orange Cafe once again held a private 
party as the parade passed by the restaurant on Divi-
sion Avenue. Heritage House Director Charlotte 
Alford cooked tons of food for board members and 
guests there for a pre-parade party. Board member 
Geralyn Vine drew rave reviews for her bread pud-
ding made with old king cakes. Board members Adam 
Conrad and Jody Chesson rode in the parade as Vi-
king royalty for their krewe before leaving on a win-
ter break cruise.*****Birthday celebrations have in-
cluded Nuno Catano, who turned 65. Robert Pate 
had No. 70 with a party at the Garden District. Oth-
ers included Mike Combs, Sarah Cruse, Christy 
Reves, Tricia Gordon, and Jennifer Restauri Dick-
inson. And we can’t forget David Ibarra Jr., 17. Bohn 
and Susan Dorman marked their 45th wedding an-
niversary in an apartment with new furnishings. 
They lost their home and belongings to a fire.

BREAUX BIRTHDAYS

Folks celebrating their special day in the following 
days. Feb. 15: Mary Ann Reid, Robert Montagne, 
Drew Domas*****Feb. 16: Clint Britt, Keith Wal-
lace, Gary Stephens, Patricia Davis and Vicky 
Stanley.*****Feb. 17: Kim Harmon, Mellisa Tuttle 
and Alayna George.*****Feb. 18: Norman Barry, 
Justin Broussard, Jeremy Crocker and Leah 
Gunstream.*****Feb. 19: Tammy Temple, Christy 
Faulk, Darrin Havens, Jason Clark and Martha 
Pittman.*****Feb. 20: Today is President’s Day. Cel-
ebrating birthdays are Ryan Brack, Ty Broussard, 
Nathan Dickman, Ron Teaff, Allison Floyd.*****Feb. 
21: John Nickum, Pauline Stevens, Erin Boren, Jeff 
LaPoint, Brian Amy, Beverley Satir, Jim Izer. Hap-
py Birthday to all. 

CAJUN STORY OF THE WEEK

   Clotile and Felix Morceaux were dressed and 
ready to go to da big Mardi Gras ball. Dey turned on 
da nightlight, da answering machine, covered da pet 
parakeet, put the cat in the backyard and dey called 
Comeaux’s Yellow Cab Company. 

   Da taxi arrived but wen dey opened da front door 
to leave da darn cat ran in da house. Not wanting to 
leave da cat in da house because she would eat da bird, 
Clotile goes to da cab and Felix went back in da house.  
Da cat ran upstairs wit Felix in hot pursuit.

   Clotile doesn’t want da cab driver to know dat da 
house will be empty so she tells da cab driver that Fe-
lix will be out soon, him, he’s jus going upstairs to say 
goodbye to her mother. 

   A few minutes later Felix gets in da cab, “Sorry I 
took so long; dat stupid bitch was hiding under da 
bed. I poked her in da butt wit a coat hanger to get her 
to come out. She tried to take off so I grabbed her by 
da neck, wrapped her in a blanket so she couldn’t 
scratch me, den I hauled her downstairs and threw 
her out in da backyard.” 

   Boudreaux, da cab driver, him, hit a parked car.

C’EST TOUT
FOSTER OF ORANGE 

WORLD BOXING CHAMP

O’Shaquie Foster’s boxing career began as an 
8-year-old at King’s Gym in Orange. Coach C.L. 
Richard was the first to train with Foster, helping 
him become a rising star in the youth ranks. Foster, 
who attended West Orange-Stark High School, was 
an alternate for the 2012 United States Olympic 
Team in London. He has been training at Houston’s 
Main Street Boxing Gym for the past six years and 
dealt Rey Vargas (36-1, 22 KOs) the first loss of his 
career with a convincing 119-109, 117-111, 116-112 
decision to claim the previously vacant title at 130 
pounds Sunday night. “It’s just an unbelievable feel-
ing to be champion of the world,” Foster said. “I’ve 
dreamed about this my whole life.” After a promising 
amateur career, Foster’s time in the sport seemed to 
be in peril. He suffered a couple early defeats and lost 
focus while still living in his hometown. Since mov-
ing to Houston and teaming up with Main Street 
Boxing’s trainer Bobby Benton, Foster has won 10 
fights in a row and is the first boxing world champi-
on from Orange. Foster (20-2, 11 KOs), wearing 
trunks that read “Shock the World” on the back, 
used his quickness and defense to frustrate Vargas, 
who already had claimed world titles at 120 and 126 
pounds. Vargas entered the late rounds with swelling 
under both eyes and a busted nose, while Foster still 
appeared fresh. Now that he has his first world title, 
Foster wants to get greedy and attempt to unify the 
belts at 130 pounds. *****My time is up, thanks for 
yours. Check us our also on the web at  www.there-
cordlive.com. Take care and God bless.
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  Deaths & Memorials  
Marie Theresa Bourque, 93

Marie Theresa Bourque, 93, 
of Beaumont passed away on 
February 9, 2023, at Calder 
Woods in Beaumont.

Mass of Christian Burial 
will be held at 2:00 p.m. Friday, 
February 17, 2023, at St. Henry 
Catholic Church in Bridge 
City. Officiating will be Father 
Ernie Carpio. Burial will fol-
low at Hillcrest Memorial Gar-
dens in Orange.

Visitation will be from 5:00 p.m. – 7:00 
p.m., Thursday, February 16, 2023, at 
Claybar Funeral Home in Bridge City. A 
rosary will begin at 7:00 p.m. on Thurs-
day.

Born in Abbeville, Louisiana, on Sep-
tember 11, 1929, she was the daughter of 
Philogene Bourque and Clomire (Romero) 
Bourque. Marie was a longtime member 
of the St. Henry Catholic Church and 
their choir and stayed involved with ev-
erything in the church. Marie had a pas-
sion for taking care of little ones, especial-

ly her grandbabies, who called her 
“Granny”. She enjoyed embroidery 
in her free time. Marie was a loving 
wife, mother, grandmother, and 
friend. She was very loved by her 
nursing home family and will be 
deeply missed by all.

She is preceded in death by her 
parents, Philogene and Clomire 
Bourque; and husband of 66 years, 
Sidney John Bourque, Sr; and six 

siblings.
She is survived by her son, Sidney “Son-

ny” Bourque, Jr, and wife Yolanda; daugh-
ter, Jo Ann Davis and husband Harry; 
grandchildren, Sidney Bourque, III and 
wife Crystal, Alicia Hamilton and hus-
band Blaine; great-grandchildren, Aspen 
Hamilton and Ashton Bourque; brother, 
Peterman Bourque; and sister-in-law, Eve 
Bourque; as well as numerus nieces, neph-
ews and other loving family and friends.

In lieu of flowers, memorial contribu-
tions can be made to Bridge City Public 
Library.

Marie Bourque

Floyd Lester Teal, 94, Orange
Floyd Lester Teal, 94, of Or-

ange, passed away on February 
9, 2023, at Spanish Trails As-
sisted Living in Silsbee. 

Funeral services will be held 
at 10:00 a.m., Saturday, Febru-
ary 18, 2023, at Claybar Funer-
al Home in Orange. Burial will 
follow at Hillcrest Memorial 
Gardens in Orange.

Visitation will be from 5:00 
p.m. – 7:00 p.m., Friday, February 17, 2023, 
at Claybar Funeral Home in Orange.

Born in Orange, Texas, on April 19, 
1929, he was the son of Felix Teal and 
Theodcie (Cassel) Teal. Floyd was a veter-
an of the United States Army, and he 
worked as a heavy equipment operator for 
Local 450 Operators for many years. He 
was an outdoorsy man and enjoyed work-
ing in his garden. Floyd was a simple kind 
of man and loved being able to help any-

one in need. He loved his wife and 
children very much and would do 
anything for them. Floyd will be 
deeply missed by all. 

He is preceded in death by his 
parents, Felix and Theodcie Teal; 
wife, Dora Teal; sons, Ronald Teal 
and Richard Billiot; and brothers, 
Charles Teal, Jack Teal, Jesse Teal, 
and Lloyd Teal.

He is survived by his sons, Mi-
chael Teal and wife Suzann of Buna, Ran-
dall Teal and wife Roseanna of Athens, 
Glenn Teal and wife Rhonda of Sourlake, 
and Wilson Ewing, Jr. of Baytown; daugh-
ters Deborah Hopson and husband Eu-
gene of Merryville, Louisiana, and Brenda 
Killen and husband Keith of Steel Town, 
Missouri; 10 grandchildren; and numerus 
great-grandchildren; as well as other lov-
ing family and friends.

Floyd Teal

James Stringer in the most heated county 
election during the past half century.

Runnels would run again for county 
commissioner and as county judge 20 years 
later against Carl Thibodeaux, losing both 
bids. Stringer later would endorse Runnels 
in those races.

Runnels was successful at winning in the 
city of Pinehurst, where he served several 
terms as mayor. One stint was in the late 
1990s, and then he beat the incumbent 
mayor in 2012. He held the office until he 
resigned in 2019 because of health reasons. 
Altogether, he served as mayor 12 years.

Besides being a politician, Runnels 
owned several businesses during his career. 
While county judge, he owned a janitorial 
service along with the Quarter Deck in the 
former K-Mart Shopping Center. The 
Quarter Deck was a video arcade popular 
with area teenagers in the early 1980s be-
fore the advent of home video games. In ad-
dition, he once was a franchise owner for 
Sears, and also sold insurance. 

He signed his official name as “Joseph L. 
‘Pete’ Runnels,” but everyone knew him as 
“Pete.” He once said his childhood nick-
name came from a donkey named “Pete.”

Pete grew up in Orange and graduated 
from the old Stark High School before go-
ing to Sam Houston State University, earn-
ing a degree in business before returning 
home.

Roy Dunn, owner of The Record newspa-
pers, remembered Runnels as being one of 
the founders in 1968 of the old weekly 
newspaper, Opportunity Valley News. 
Dunn ended up owning the paper outright 
and later sold it.  

Runnels’ first try at running for office 
was for Orange County Democratic chair 
in the days when only Democrats ran for 
local offices. Runnels unseated the incum-
bent  chair, lawyer Jim Morris, who was a 
former district attorney. 

Runnels got a job with Orange County 
Judge Grover Halliburton as an adminis-
trator, which included overseeing grants. 
When Halliburton left office, Runnels be-

came judge and was successfully elected.
One of his projects was the creation and 

initial development of Claiborne West Park 
off Interstate 10 between Orange and Vi-
dor. 

James Stringer, a former justice of the 
peace, challenged Runnels in 1982 for the 
Democratic primary for county judge in a 
headline-grabbing race that drew accusa-
tions being thrown from both sides. Ob-
servers in the media called it the “car wars” 
election.

At the time, Orange County Commis-
sioners Court bought cars, including those 
for the sheriff ’s office, from local dealers. 
Now, most public entities use regional “buy 
boards” with competitive bidding overseen 
by regional operators.

When Runnels was judge, the Commis-
sioners Court’s car purchases drew stiff 
competition from local dealers vying 
against each other. Dunn said Runnels 
drew the ire of Ford dealer Charlie Wicker-
sham. Wickersham supported Stringer in 
the election and the four county commis-
sioners supported Runnels.

Runnels at one point held a news confer-
ence saying he had a tape recording of 
Wickersham threatening. However, the re-
cording ended before any actual threats 
were heard. The story goes that when a TV 
news crew went to Wickersham to get a 
comment from him, Stringer was hiding in 
the bathroom of Wickersham’s teak-pan-
eled office.

The election was held in May 1982 in the 
days when each county voting precinct 
counted paper ballots by hand before deliv-
ering them in locked boxes to the county 
clerk’s office. It was nearly 3 a.m. before the 
boxes were finished, with Stringer coming 
out the winner. The county then began the 
search for scanners to count the paper bal-
lots.

Runnels was a lifelong resident of Orange 
and Pinehurst. He moved in 2019 to live 
near relatives because of health problems 
and he died at a relative’s residence. Survi-
vors include his longtime, wife, Charmaine.
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Here to help life go right.

DONNA GRAY BILL NICKUM CHERYL SQUIRES

Bill Nickum LUTCF
1930 Texas Ave. Bridge City

(409) 735-3595

Staff Report
For The Record

Nederland native Tim Foust is return-
ing “home” with his fellow all-vocal 
Country entertainers Home Free. Home 
Free will perform one show only on Sun-
day, February 19 at 7 p.m. at the Lutcher 
Theater.

Home Free is an American country a 
cappella group of five vocalists: Austin 
Brown, Rob Lundquist, Adam Rupp, 
Adam Chance and Foust. 

With praise rolling in from the likes 

of  “Billboard,”  “Rolling Stone,”  “FOX & 
Friends” and “American Songwriter,” the 
extraordinary showmen have continued 
to build a loyal fan-base with their har-
mony-laden versions of hits by John May-
er, Blake Shelton, Keith Urban, Maren 
Morris, the Oak Ridge Boys and 
more.  The performance will be mixed 
with upbeat, Nashville-dipped pop hits, 
country and western standards, incredi-
ble harmony and quick witted humor.

Tickets for Home Free are available at 
lutcher.org or by calling the Lutcher Box 
Office at 409.886.5535.

Nederland native Tim Foust is returning “home” with his fellow all-vocal Country enter-
tainers Home Free.

Lutcher Theater presents 
Home Free, native Tim Foust

Pete Runnels From Page 1



HARRY’S APPLI-
ANCES - Used ap-
pliances starting at 
$99.95, 302 10th. St. 
(10th. & main) Or-
ange, We also buy 
used appliances, Call 
or come by 409-886-
4111.

Steveson Appliances 
and Refurbished 
washers & dryers. 
Located in Bridge 
City, Texas. We offer 
fully cleaned units 
for a reasonable cost, 
repair work, and haul 
off of unwanted 
washers/dryers. Call 
979-330-3145

For Rent: 2 very 
nice, clean, com-
fortable, spacious 
apartments in 
Bridge City. Both 
updated, 1 BR, 1 B, 
all appliances, ca-
thedral ceiling in 
spacious living area, 
ceiling fans, shower 
tub combo and van-
ity with large mir-
rors. Patio and con-
crete parking and 
nice yards. 1 year 
lease, you pay elec-
tric and water. 
Please call 409-626-
1968 or 409-735-
6277.

For Rent 3 bed-
room, 1 1/2 bath in 
Bridge City area.  
$1200 monthly, 
$600 security de-
posit required.  
Please call 409-670-
6255

Lexus 2011 LS 460 
for sale, loaded, 
silver, one owner.  
111,000 miles. Ask-
ing $18,000.  Please 
call 337-302-8897

2 Four Wheel 
Scooters, light 
weight, perfect con-
didion.  Used one 
time in the mall.  
Will sell one or 
both.  Sacrifice for 
$750 each.  Please 
call 409-670-6050

A P P L I A N C E S

S C O O T E R  F O R  S A L E

American 
Legion Post 49
409-886-1241

Hall Rental

TRACTOR 
WORK

• Bush Hogging  
• Water 

• Dirt & Shell  
  • Sewer

• Electrical  
• Digging Services

LOCAL
409-670-2040

HELP 
WANTED

FULL TIME &
PART TIME

GROCERY STOCKERS
GROCERY CHECKERS  

DELI WORKERS

APPLY IN PERSON 
ONLY  - NO PHONE 

CALLS PLEASE!

K-DAN”S
SUPER FOODS _ 

9604 FM 105
DANNY’S SUPER 

FOODS
2003 Western

NOTICE: Vehicle stored at 
Gilbeaux’s Towing and 

Transport Inc. 058449  VSF
16527 Hwy 62 S. 

Orange, TX 77630
PH (409) 886-0007

Total charges cannot be computed 
until the vehicle is claimed, storage 
charges will accrue daily until the 
vehicle is released. Must demonstrate 
proof of ownership and pay current 

charges to claim vehicle..
www.tdlr.texas.gov

Vin#1UYVS2537K2546124
19 UTILITY TRL
OWED $640.02
Vin#1FMCU03138KE82805
08 FORD
OWED $389.35
Vin#NO VIN/NO PLATE
LOAD OF VOLKSWAGON PTS
OWED $59,422.22
Vin#5V8VC5326PT303894
23 VANGAURD
OWED $5,218.87
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T R AC T O R  WO R K

Visit us at 
therecordlive.com

SCAN BELOW!
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Notice is hereby 
given that original 
Letters Testamentary 
for the Estate of 
BARBARA ANN 
S A U N D E R S , 
Deceased, were 
issued on FEBRUARY 
14, 2023, in Cause 
No. P19546, pending 
in the County Court at 
Law of Orange County, 
Texas, to: STEPHEN 
LESLIE SAUNDERS 
and KEVIN LEE 
SAUNDERS.

All persons having 
claims against this 
Estate which is cur-
rently being adminis-
tered are required to 
present them to the 
undersigned within the 
time and in the manner 
prescribed by law.

c/o:  
Barron Law Office
P.O. Box 279
Orange, TX 
77631-0279

Dated the 13th day 
of February, 2023.

George B. Barron
George B. Barron   

Attorney for Executors

State Bar No.: 

01817500

P.O. Box 279                                                         

Orange, TX 

77631-0279

Email:

george@barronlawoffice.net

The property commonly known as 
3396 Martha Dr., Orange, TX 77632 is 
scheduled to be sold at public 
foreclosure auction on 03/07/2023 at 
01:00 PM or no later than 3 hours 
thereafter at the back door of the 
Courthouse in Orange County, Texas, 
or if the preceding area is no longer the 
designated area, at the area most 
recently designated by the Orange 
County Commissioner’s Court. The 
Substitute Trustee will be Margie 
Allen, Kyle Barclay, Tommy Jackson, 
Keata Smith, Stephanie Hernandez, 
Selim Taherzadeh, or Michael Linke, 
any to act. The winning bidder buys “as 
is” and must pay at the auction with 
certified funds.

CITATION BY PUBLICATION

The State of Texas
To any and all Unknown Heirs and all 
Persons Interested in the Estate of

MARILYN JEAN MASON, Deceased
Cause No. P19631

in County Court at Law, Orange County, Texas

The alleged heir(s) at law in the above num-
bered and entitled estate filed AN APPLICATION 
TO DETERMINE HEIRSHIP in this estate on 
FEBRUARY 2, 2023, requesting that the Court 
determine who are the heirs and only heirs of 
Marilyn Jean Mason, Deceased, and their 
respective shares and interests in such estate.

The court may act on this application at any 
call of the docket on or after 10:00 a.m. on the 
Monday next after the expiration of 10 days from 
the date of publication of this citation, at the County 
Courthouse, 801 W. Division., Orange, Texas 
77630.

All persons interested in this case are cited 
to appear before this Honorable Court by filing 
a written contest or answer to this Application 
should they desire to do so.  To ensure its con-
sideration, you or your attorney must file any 
objection, intervention or response in writing 
with the County Clerk of Orange County, Texas.

Given under my hand and the seal of the County 
Court at Law, Orange County, Texas at the office 
of the Orange County Clerk in Orange, Texas on 
February 3, 2023.

                    BRANDY ROBERTSON, 
                   County Clerk, Orange County, Texas        

         
By: Samantha McInnis, Deputy

      
     Samantha McInnis

NOTICE OF PUBLICATION
THE STATE OF TEXAS

To:  Adam Lee Johnson, Respondent:

You have been sued. You may employ an attorney.  If you or your 
attorney do not file a written answer with the clerk who issued this 
citation by 10:00 A.M. on the Monday next following the expiration of 
Twenty days after you were served this citation and petition, a default 
judgement may be taken against you. 
In addition to filing a written  answer with the clerk, you may be 
required to make initial disclosures to the other parties of this 
suit.  These disclosures generally must be made no later than 30 
days after you file your answer with the clerk.  Find out more at 
TexasLawHelp.org.
  The petition of Jacqueline Cockerham, Petitioner, was filed in 
the County Court At Law #2 of Orange  County, Texas on 
October 13, 2022, against Adam Lee Johnson, Respondent, 
numbered 220613-D and entitled “In the Interest of S. M. C., a 
child.”
The suit requests the Termination of the parental rights and 
granting of the adoption of a stepchild.  The date and place of 
birth of the child who is the subject of the suit:
       Name of Child               Date of Birth                Place of Birth

               S.M.C.                           09/06/2007                Beaumont, TX

The court has authority in this suit to render an order in the 
child’s interest that will be binding upon you, including the 
term i nat ion o f  t h e  P a r e nt- C h i l d  r e l a t i o n s h i p ,  t h e 
d e t e r m i nation of paternit y, and the appointment of a 
conservator with authority to consent to the child’s adoption.

ISSUED AND GIVEN under my hand and seal of said Court 
at Orange, Texas, this February 9, 2023.

     
Anne Reed

  Clerk of the County Court at aLaw, Number 2
Orange County, Texas

By     Ashley Brady, Deputy

CITATION BY PUBLICATION

The State of Texas
To any and all Unknown Heirs and all 
Persons Interested in the Estate of

JERRY GLENN HUGHES, JR, Deceased
Cause No. P19640

in County Court at Law, Orange County, Texas

The alleged heir(s) at law in the above num-
bered and entitled estate filed AN APPLICATION 
TO DETERMINE HEIRSHIP in this estate on 
FEBRUARY 9, 2023, requesting that the Court 
determine who are the heirs and only heirs of Jerry 
Glenn Hughes, Jr., Deceased, and their respec-
tive shares and interests in such estate.

The court may act on this application at any 
call of the docket on or after 10:00 a.m. on the 
Monday next after the expiration of 10 days from 
the date of publication of this citation, at the County 
Courthouse, 801 W. Division., Orange, Texas 
77630.

All persons interested in this case are cited 
to appear before this Honorable Court by filing 
a written contest or answer to this Application 
should they desire to do so.  To ensure its con-
sideration, you or your attorney must file any 
objection, intervention or response in writing 
with the County Clerk of Orange County, Texas.

Given under my hand and the seal of the County 
Court at Law, Orange County, Texas at the office 
of the Orange County Clerk in Orange, Texas on 
February 9, 2023.

                    BRANDY ROBERTSON, 
                   County Clerk, Orange County, Texas        

         
By: Samantha McInnis, Deputy

      
     Samantha McInnis
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U.S. PRESIDENTS

. . . . . .
1. Biased perspective
6. Male sibs
10. Monday Night Football 
audience
14. Tapiridae representa.
tive
15. Rock opera version of 
“La BohËme”
16. Object of worship
17. Opposite of alpha
18. ____ Spumante
19. Novice
20. *Unanimously elected 
President
22. Gusto
23. Eggy drink
24. Jig music, pl.
26. Stashed in a hold
30. Penniless
32. Wood turning device
33. Toll payment, e.g.
34. Not slouching
38. Like nay-sayers
39. Of many years
40. Malaria symptom
41. Instagram post
43. River, in Spanish
44. Bell-bottoms bottom
45. Dodge
47. Unexpected
48. The Cat in the Hat’s 
headgear (2 words)
51. Campbell’s container
52. International Civil Avia.
tion Organization
53. *President Hayes’ first 
name
60. “Through” in a text?
61. Pelvic bones
62. Plural of #54 Down
63. Andrew Sean Greer’s 
2018 Pulitzer Prize winner
64. Reverse action
65. Mother-of-pearl
66. *Lake off Ohio, the 
state known as “the 
Mother of Presidents”
67. Baseball’s “The Say 
Hey Kid”
68. Navigate

DOWN
1. *Present tense of #26 
Across
2. Tibetan priest
3. “Singes” in “La PlanËte 
des singes”
4. Nearly
5. Apprentice
6. Name on apple cider 
vinegar bottle
7. R in R&R
8. Cognizant of
9. “Sophie’s Choice” 
protagonist
10. *F in JFK
11. Bye, to Emmanuel 
Macron
12. Relating to Scandinavia
13. Casino bandits
21. Sign of assent
25. *Civil Rights Act of 
1957 signer
26. Dueler’s blow
27. Hyperbolic tangent
28. Football great Graham
29. *Executive Mansion, 
colloquially (2 words)
30. Misrepresent
31. Make over
33. *One of four presidents 
to have never been elected
35. “Goodness gracious!”
36. “Kiss Me, Kiss Me, Kiss 
Me” band, The ____
37. High school student, 
usually
42. Spermatozoa coun.
terparts
44. Not marathons, pl. (2 
words)
46. Central court in domus
47. Certain frat house 
letters
48. Ownership document
49. Autumn color
50. Zoroaster follower
51. Pandemonium
54. Elbow-wrist connec.
tion
55. Not a slob
56. Like certain Stanley
57. A third of thrice
58. Steak choice
59. Whitetail, e.g.
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The Or-
angefield 
Bobcats 
rebounded 
from two 
consecu-
tive losses 
with a re-
sounding 
victory over the Kountze 
Lions. The Bobcats beat 
the Lions 82-56 at Koun-
tze on Friday, February 10.

The win improved Or-
angefield’s record to 10-3 
in District 22-3A. The 
Bobcats needed a win at 
home on Tuesday, Febru-
ary 14, which was Senior 
Night against the Kir-
byville Wildcats to secure 
the second seed going into 
the playoffs.

The Bobcats took a 14-
10 lead after the first quar-
ter against Kountze. Or-
angefield then pulled away 
from the Lions by outscor-
ing them by 12 and 13 
points in the second and 
third quarters respectful-
ly.

The star of the game 
was the Bobcats’ Pete Ra-
gusa with 40 points which 
included seven three point 
baskets. Ragusa grabbed 6 
rebounds, made 4 assists, 
and had 3 steals in the 
game.

Also in double figures 
for Orangefield were Jaden 
Scales who tossed in 14 
points and Brayden Parker 

with 12 points. Cameron 
Dischler was the top re-
bounder with 8, and he 
added 6 points to the Bob-
cat cause.

Orangefield lost its sec-
ond straight game on 
Tuesday, February 7, to 
drop into a tie for second 
place in the district with 
the Anahuac Panthers. 
The Bobcats dropped 
their game 50-46 at Ana-
huac.

The Panthers grabbed 
the lead in the first quar-
ter 14-10 and added to the 
advantage in the second 
quarter to lead 24-20 at 
the half. Orangefield crept 
back to within two points 
after the third but were 
outscored 14-12 in the fi-
nal period to lose by four 
points.

The big difference ap-
peared to be rebounding 
as the Anahuac Panthers 
grabbed 33 boards and the 
Bobcats had less than half 
that many with 15 re-

bounds. A bad night at the 
free throw line did not 
help Orangefield as the 
Bobcats shot only 44 per-
cent sinking 4 of 9 from 
the line.

Roberts Ford
ORANGE COUNTY’S FORD DEALER

2022 FORD
ESCAPE MODELS

NEW 2023 FORD
EDGE MODELS

PLUS

Zero APR Financing
Plus Dealer Savings

1601 GREEN AVENUE • ORANGE, TEXAS • (409) 883-3581

Stock No. 8613

SHOP NOW!
www.RobertsFord.com

0% APR
FINANCING

FOR 36 MONTHS

0% APR
FINANCING

FOR 36 MONTHS

Stk # 8632. VIN: 1FMCU0G66NUCOO680. $3,000 Retail Bonus 
Cash on 2023 Edge Models. Not all buyers will qualify for Ford 
Credit financing. 0% APR financing for 36 months at $27.78 per 

month per $1,000 financed regardless of down payment.
Residency restrictions apply. Must take new retail delivery.

See dealer for details. Expires 02/28/23.

$3,000
RETAIL BONUS CASH

+DEALER
SAVINGS!

ON
THE
LOT!

PLUS

Stk # 8649. VIN: 1FMCUOG66NUC00680. $1,000 Retail Bonus Cash 
on 2022 Ford Escape Models. Not all buyers will qualify for Ford 
Credit financing. 0% APR financing for 36 months at $27.78 per 

month per $1,000 financed regardless of down payment. Residency 
restrictions apply. Must take new retail delivery.

See dealer for details. Expires 02/28/23.

0% APR
FINANCING

FOR 36 MONTHS

$1,000
RETAIL BONUS CASH

ON
THE
LOT!

0% APR
FINANCING

2023 FORD F-150 XLT 

Stk # 8692. VIN: 1FTFW1E80PFA41409. $1,000 RETAIL CUSTOMER CASH ON 2023 F-150 
MODELS. Not all buyers will qualify for Ford Credit financing. 0% APR financing for 36 

months at $27.78 per month per $1,000 financed regardless of down payment. Residency 
restrictions apply. Must take new retail delivery. See dealer for details. Expires 02/28/23.

FOR 36 MONTHS

PLUS $1,000
RETAIL CUSTOMER CASH

ON
THE
LOT!

0% APR
FINANCING

2022 EXPLORERS

Stk# 8613. VIN: 1FMSK7DH2NGC38177. $1,00 Retail Bonus Cash on 2022 Explorer models. 
Not all buyers will qualify for Ford Credit financing. 0% APR financing for 36 months at 

$27.78 per month per $1,000 financed regardless of down payment. Residency restrictions 
apply. Must take new retail delivery. See dealer for details. Expires 02/28/23.

FOR 36 MONTHS

PLUS $1,000
RETAIL BONUS CASH

ON
THE
LOT!

ORANGE YOU GLAD YOU CHOSE ROBERTS

ATHENS – Lake Alan 
Henry joined O.H. Ivie 
and Nacogdoches on the 
list of waterbodies to pro-
duce a Legacy Class fish 
during the  2023 Toyota 
ShareLunker  collection 
season.

Ross Gomez of Lubbock 
reeled in a 13.22-pound 
largemouth bass Friday, 
netting ShareLunker 641 
and the ninth overall fish 
submitted by anglers this 
season. But unlike many 
former ShareLunker par-
ticipants, Gomez wasn’t 
angling for a trophy bass 
strike.

 Gomez, an avid crappie 
angler, was jigging for that 
species on one of the docks 
Friday, not expecting to 
land a largemouth bass. 
Nothing was biting so he 
decided to change up his 
lure by tying a baby shad 
glow to the dark soft bait. 
After a few more tries with 
no results, he cast the bait 
out farther into the center 
of the crappie “house” and 
let it sink.

“As I was pulling up the 
bait, where it comes out of 

the darker part of the wa-
ter, I saw the mouth of the 
fish coming up right be-
hind the jig,” said Gomez. 
“She just grabbed it and 
immediately went down 
with it. I was using a 4-foot 
micro crappie fishing rod 
with 4-pound test line, so I 
just loosened the drag and 
let her take, take, take un-
til she tired herself out and 
I could reel her in. I wasn’t 
even bass fishing; it was 
just the right place at the 
right time.”

Gomez usually brings a 
scale, but Friday night had 
left it at home. That omis-
sion proved fortunate, as 
Gomez said he would have 
taken some pictures and 
just put the bass back in 
the water.

“A guy was there on a 
boat and so I asked him if 
he had a scale,” said Go-
mez. “He saw that it was 
over 13 pounds and said, 
‘This is a ShareLunker, do 
you want to enter it?’ I 
didn’t know about the pro-
gram, so he told me about 
it and made a call up to 
Bubba’s Marina to say we 
had a Lunker.”

Crappie fisherman
lands ShareLunker
largemouth bass
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H FRIDAY NIGHT FOOTBALL PREVIEW INSIDE

Orangefield Bobcats
win big over Kountze

OC SPORTS BEAT
DAN PERRINE
For The Record

Dan Perrine
Cameron Dischler led Or-
angefield in rebounds while 
also scoring 6 points in the 
Bobcats’ win over Kountze.

Orangefield’s Pete Ragusa 
poured in 40 points as the 
Bobcats clawed the Koun-
tze Lions 82-56.

TPWD- Release
For The Record

The Orangefield boys varsity golf team 
traveled to Chambers County on Wednes-
day, February 8, to compete in the Anahuac 
Athletic Booster Club Tournament. The in-
clement weather caused the tournament to 
be reduced to fifteen holes.

Orangefield finished in the top spot for 
the third straight week. The Bobcats had 
the top three medalist positions as brothers 

Lincoln Parks and Xander Parks took first 
and second places with teammate Alex 
Montz grabbing the third spot. Other mem-
bers for the Orangefield varsity were se-
niors Reese Johnson and Ethan Gunter.

The Orangefield golfers will be taking off 
for a winter break. The Bobcats will return 
to action on Friday, February 24, at the Hen-
ry Homberg Golf Course in Beaumont.

ORANGEFIELD GOLFERS WIN AGAIN

Ross Gomez of Lubbock reeled in a 13.22-pound largemouth 
bass Friday, netting ShareLunker 641 and the ninth overall 
fish submitted by anglers this season.But Gomez wasn’t an-
gling for a trophy bass strike. Gomez was jigging for crappie.

(TPWD Photo)
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 When I was a kid grow-
ing up in New York, Green 
Bay’s Bart Starr was the 
best quarterback in the 
NFL and the Packers’ 
Vince Lombardi was re-
garded as the best head 
coach. That must be true 
because the Super Bowl 
winners are presented the 
Vince Lombardi Trophy 
just like the Kansas City 
Chiefs were awarded after 
Sunday’s 38-35 victory 
over Philadelphia.

The Starr-Lombardi 
tandem remained promi-
nent until the turn over 
the century when Bill Beli-
chick and Tom Brady re-
placed them at New En-
gland. This head 
coach-quarterback team 
combined for many Pats’ 
wins and was considered 
the best combo until Beli-
chick unceremoniously 
dumped Brady as he ap-
proached 40 years old.

 Five years ago, Kansas 
City Chiefs head coach 
Andy Reid started an un-
known name to NFL war-
fare at quarterback named 
Patrick Mahomes who 
came on the scene like a 
ball of fire and remains 
the best quarterback in 
the league, being named 
the NFL’s Most Valuable 
Player for the 2022 season 
and also was the MVP in 
Super Bowl LVII.

Mahomes is the 13th 
quarterback with multiple 
Super Bowl wins and is 
just the sixth to win multi-
ple MVPs, joining Brady, 
Joe Montana, Peyton 
Manning, Terry Bradshaw 
and Starr.

Mahomes tied Brady as 
the only quarterbacks to 
bring their teams from 
double-digit deficits to 
victory in the Super Bowl.

This Reid-Mahomes 
combination is now re-
garded as the best tandem 
in the NFL and promises 
to stay that way for years 
to come.

After Sunday night’s 
game Reid told the media, 
“Mahomes strives to be 
the greatest player ever. 
That’s the way he works 
and he goes about his 
business humbly.”

Despite playing the Su-
per Bowl on only one good 
ankle, Mahomes connect-
ed on 21-of-27 passes for 
182 yards and three touch-
downs plus he rushed for 
44 yards and had an al-
most perfect Quarterback 
Rating with 99.4 in the 
second half when he 

brought 
his team 
from a 
10-point 
deficit.

He is the 
first quar-
terback in 
NFL histo-

ry to lead 
the NFL in passing and to 
win the Super Bowl. The 
others are 0-6 in Super 
Bowl wins with Brady be-
ing the last to do it in 2017 
but lost to these same 
Philadelphia Eagles in the 
Super Bowl.

Reid out-schemed and 
out-executed the Eagles, 
especially in the second 
half when the tight ends 
and running backs would 
chip the defensive linemen 
before going out on their 
pass routes.

I believe the Eagles’ de-
fense lost the game by pay-
ing too much attention to 
tight end Travis Kelce and 
single-covering the rest of 
the receivers, who ended 
up beating them.

A defensive holding 
penalty by Eagles’ corner-
back James Bradberry on a 
third-and eight with less 
than two minutes left in 
the game spelled the dif-
ference. Some say the call 
was controversial while 
Bradberry, himself, admit-
ted grabbing the jersey.

The Eagles had to use 
their final two time outs 
after that and Mahomes 
scrambled for a first down 
and then knelt down three 
times and Harrison But-
ker calmly kicked a chip-
shot field goal as time ran 
out to secure the 38-35 
victory and the Lombardi 
Trophy for the Chiefs.

Channelview native Ja-
len Hurts played as well as 
Mahomes and probably 
would have been the MVP 
if the Eagles didn’t blow 
that 10-point halftime 
lead. He was 27-for-38 
passing for 304 yards and 
15 rushes for 70 yards and 
three touchdown which 
tied a Super Bowl record 
for the most rushing 
touchdowns by a quarter-
back.

Andy Reid, who has now 
coached two black quar-
terbacks to Super Bowl 
wins (Donovan McNabb 
was the other when Reid 
was with the Eagles) says 
he plans on returning for 
the 2023 NFL season “if 
they’ll have me”.

He’ll have most of his 
team back plus will have 
11 draft picks so he should 
pick up right where the 
team left off Sunday and 
be strong for another five 

seasons.

KWICKIES…

Scottie Scheffler suc-
cessfully defended his 
Waste Management Phoe-
nix Open title at TPC 
Scottsdale .and regained 
his No. 1 spot in the world. 
He fired a six-under 65 
Sunday to defeat Nick Tay-
lor by two strokes. He took 
the No. 1 ranking from 
Rory McIlroy with his 
fifth PGA Tour victory.

And while on the sub-
ject of PGA Tour golfers, 
Tiger Woods will play in 
his first Tour event tomor-
row at Riviera Country 
Club in Los Angeles for 
the Genesis Invitational. 
He has not played compet-
itively since July, 2022 in 
the British Open.

I hate to brag, but the fi-
nal thing I said in last 
week’s column was that 
Kansas City would beat 
Philadelphia in Super 
Bowl 57 with a field goal 
winning the game.

The Houston Texans 
new head coach DeMeco 
Ryans has already brought 
in Arizona’s Matt Burke 
and San Francisco’s Bobby 
Slowik—both young 
coaches-- to his staff. For-
mer Texans defensive star 
J.J. Watt said he’d be avail-
able to help out but has no 
desire to be a coach.

The Texas Longhorns 
and Oklahoma Sooners 
have reached an agree-
ment in principle to leave 
the Big 12 after the 2023-
24 athletic year allowing 
the two schools to join the 
Southeastern Conference 
a year ahead of schedule.

The Houston Astros last 
week signed pitcher Cris-
tian Javier to a five-year, 
$64 million extension that 
will tie him to the team 
through the 2027 season.

JUST BETWEEN US

Spring training is begin-
ning in Florida and Arizo-
na for players reporting 
early ahead of the World 
Baseball Classic with 
pitchers and catchers two 
days behind them. Players 
will be introduced to three 
new rules that will be in 
effect this season: 1. Two 
infielders will be required 
on either side of second 
base and all infielders 
must be within the outer 
boundary of the infield 
when the pitcher is on the 
rubber; 2. Base size will 
increase to 18-inch square 
from 15 inches causing a 
decreased distance of 4 ½ 
inches. 3. A pitch clock 
will be used set at 15 sec-
onds with no runners on 
base and 20 seconds with 
runners on.

Reid, Mahomes should be best 
QB-Head Coach combo ever

Joe Kazmar

KAZ’S KORNER
Joe Kazmar
For The Record

The local girls high 
school basketball season 
has come to an end for the 
local Orange County 
schools except Little Cy-
press Mauriceville. Coach 
Eddie Michalko and his 
Lady Bears advanced as 
the number two seed for 
District 19-4A to the first 
round of the post season 
which was played Tuesday, 
February 14, against the 
Hamshire-Fannett Lady 
Longhorns at East Cham-
bers.

Little Cypress Mau-
riceville dropped its final 
regular season game on 
Tuesday, February 7, at 
Jasper. The Lady Bulldogs 
edged the Lady Bears 44-
43 to earn the third seed 
in the district when the 
playoffs started.

The West Orange Stark 
Lady Mustangs and the 
Bridge City Lady Cardi-
nals played their final 
games of their seasons on 
the same Tuesday as the 
Lady Bears faced Jasper. 
The Lady Mustangs fell 
74-41 to the district cham-

pion Silsbee Lady Tigers. 
West Orange Stark fin-
ished district in fifth place 
at 4-8 in district games. 
The Lady Cardinals lost to 
the fourth place Lumber-
ton Lady Raiders 54-46 on 
the road.

The Orangefield Lady 
Bobcats battled down to 
the last game of the regu-
lar season for a berth in 
the post season. The Lady 
Bobcats played at Ana-
huac on Tuesday, Febru-
ary 7, needing a win and 
for the Warren Lady War-
riors to lose against the 
Hardin Lady Hornets.

Orangefield completed 
its end of the bargain with 
a 27-24 victory over the 
Anahuac Lady Panthers. 
Kaylea Gravett scored 11 
points and Greenlea Old-
ham contributed 7 points, 
6 rebounds, a steal, and a 
blocked shot to help the 
Lady Bobcats win.

Unfortunately, Warren 
halted Hardin 52-44 last 
Tuesday. The triumph 
earned the Lady Warriors 
sole possession of fourth 
place in District 22-3A 
and the final playoff berth 
in the district.

LCM Lady Bears 
start playoffs

Coach Eddie
Michalko has the 

Little Cypress Mau-
riceville Lady Bears 

in the playoffs.
The only girls team 
in Orange County 

to make the
post season.

DAN PERRINE
For The Record

Harry’s Appliance
& Service Center

302 North 10th Street • Orange • (409) 886-4111

America’s Leading Brands,
Same Day Delivery!

Latest Models!
Best Prices!
We Service

What We Sell!

LOCALLY OWNED & OPERATED

DAN PERRINE
The Orangefield boys 

varsity golf team traveled 
to Chambers County on 
Wednesday, February 8, to 
compete in the Anahuac 
Athletic Booster Club 
Tournament. The inclem-
ent weather caused the 
tournament to be reduced 
to fifteen holes.

Orangefield finished in 
the top spot for the third 
straight week. The Bobcats 
had the top three medalist 
positions as brothers Lin-
coln Parks and Xander 
Parks took first and second 
places with teammate Alex 
Montz grabbing the third 
spot. Other members for 
the Orangefield varsity 
were seniors Reese John-
son and Ethan Gunter.

Bridge City entered two 
teams in the Anahuac 
tournament. The pair of 
Tyler Fults and Grant Hale 
led one Bridge City team 
while Brody Hairston and 
Kevin Cullums did well on 
the other team. Leaders for 
Little Cypress Mauriceville 
were Cohen Arney and 
Gavin Laffitte.

The Orangefield golfers 
will be taking off for a win-
ter break. The Bobcats will 
return to action on Friday, 
February 24, at the Henry 
Homberg Golf Course in 
Beaumont.

The Lady Bobcat golf 
team finally got to play 
their first tournament 
Thursday, February 9, as 
they traveled to the Brent-
wood Country Club for the 
Vidor Invitational. The 
round was cut short be-
cause of course conditions 
from the heavy rains earli-

er in the week.
Orangefield team mem-

bers Rylie Kethan, Lela 
Francis, Gracie Bickham, 
Emma Prouse, and Emma 
Perriotte all played well. 
Alyssa Wiley and Jordyn 
Rucker also competed as 
medalists. Kethan finished 
in the top eight of an im-
pressively large field of 
girls.

The Orangefield Lady 
Bobcat golfers will not play 
again until May. Their next 
tournament will be May 20 
at Wildwood.

OC golfers win in Chambers County

The Orangefield girls golf team took a selfie after they played 
their first tournament on February 9
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Five years ago, Kansas City Chiefs head coach Andy Reid 
started an unknown name to NFL warfare at quarterback 
named Patrick Mahomes who came on the scene like a ball 
of fire and remains the best quarterback in the league, being 
named the NFL’s Most Valuable Player for the 2022 season 
and also was the MVP in Super Bowl LVII.
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LCM Bears beat Bulldogs on Senior Night

The Little Cypress Mau-
riceville Bears solidified 
their position of second 
place in the district on 
Tuesday, February 7. The 
Bears had a late surge to 
beat the Jasper Bulldogs 
78-58 at the Dr. Pauline 
Colburn Hargrove Gym-
nasium on the Little Cy-
press Mauriceville High 
School campus.

The game was played on 
Senior Night and seven 
Bears were recognized be-
fore the game. Da’Marion 
Morris, Noah Fuller, 
Brooks Pattillo, Ty Black-
mon, Hunter Lackey, 
Cayden Dunwoody, and 
Ben Elliott were each hon-
ored in a pre-game cere-
mony.

LCM Coach Brad Jeff-
coat then gave all of the 
seniors playing time start-
ing five of them and work-

ing the other two on the 
court as the game pro-
gressed. The gesture defi-
nitely met with the ap-
proval of the Bears’ fans at 
The Grove.

The Bears led much of 
the first quarter using the 
altered lineup. Lackey 
scored four points includ-
ing a three pointer and 
Pattillo scored a beautiful 
basket for another two 
points.

Normal starters and se-
niors Morris and Elliott 
chipped in with a com-
bined six points as the 
Bears led 12-10 with nine-
ty seconds left in the first 
quarter. Jasper scored the 
last four points the final 
three coming on a shot by 
Kam Ferrell with eight 
seconds remaining to give 
the Bulldogs a 14-12 lead 
at the end of one.

After an opening bucket 
by the Bulldogs to start 
the second quarter the 

Bears went on a thirteen 
point run. Elliott tied the 
game 16-16 a hundred sec-
onds into the second peri-
od, and Alantheon Winn 
made a free throw to put 
the Bears ahead 17-16 a 
lead they would never re-
linquish. Little Cypress 
Mauriceville held a four-

point lead at the half 28-24 
when Ferrell made a steal 
followed by a slam dunk at 
the buzzer that had the 
visiting fans on their feet.

In the third quarter an-
other senior Noah Fuller 
made his presence felt. 
Fuller scored eight points 

in the third one more than 
Morris as the Bears 
opened their lead to nine 
points 46-37 with a quar-
ter to play.

The Bulldogs refused to 
fold and scratched back to 
be down 54-50 with less 
than four minutes re-
maining. Senior Black-

mon ripped a three and 
Morris answered a basket 
by Ferrell for Jasper with 
one of his own to make the 
score 57-52 in favor of the 
Bears.

Then it became the Ben 
Elliott show for about two 

The lucky 
angler weighed his catch 
on Bubba’s official scale 
and then made the call to 
the ShareLunker program 
to submit the fish.

“They kept the fish in a 
holding tank and then 
Texas Parks and Wildlife 
Department staff arrived 
to get the fish,” said Go-
mez. “Everyone was great 
to work with — it’s excit-
ing to be a part of the 
ShareLunker program.”

Alan Henry has a sto-
ried history when it comes 
to generating Legacy 
Class ShareLunkers, 
boasting 29 all-time en-
tries into the program. 
The lake enjoyed a solid 
run of Lunkers in 2005 
and 2006, delivering nine 
in back-to-back seasons. 
Bill Greason’s ShareLunk-
er 414 caught March 31, 
2006, still holds the wa-
terbody record at 15 
pounds. Gomez’s catch 
was the first since 2020 
when Blake Cockrell of 
Lewisville boated two 
Legacy Class fish: 
14.36-pound ShareLunker 
582 on Feb. 9 and 
13.28-pound ShareLunker 
584 on March 1.

“While largemouth bass 
13 pounds or larger are 
rare, Lake Alan Henry 
has  regularly produced 
Legacy Class ShareLunk-
ers,” said Natalie Gold-
strohm, Toyota Share-
Lunker program coordi-
nator.

“This catch is a great 
example that Legacy Class 
bass can be caught 
throughout the state. This 
season, ShareLunkers 
have been caught in West 
Texas and East Texas.”

During the first three 
months of the season (Jan-
uary through March), an-
glers who reel in a 13-plus 
pound bass can loan it to 
TPWD for the Share-

Lunker se-
lective breeding and 
stocking program. These 
anglers call the Share-
Lunker hotline at (903) 
681-0550 to report their 
catch 24/7 through March 
31.

Anglers who catch and 
donate a 13-plus pound 
Lunker earn Legacy Class 
status, a catch kit filled 
with merchandise, a 13-
plus pound Legacy decal 
for their vehicle or boat, 
VIP access to the Toyota 
ShareLunker Annual 
Awards event and a 
high-quality replica 
mount of their Lunker 
fish from Lake Fork Taxi-
dermy. These anglers will 
also receive entries into 
two separate contests — a 
Legacy Class drawing and 
the year-end Grand Prize 
drawing. First place in ei-
ther wins a $5,000 Bass 
Pro Shops shopping spree 
and a resident (or non-res-
ident) annual fishing li-
cense.

The year-round Toyota 
ShareLunker program of-
fers four levels of partici-
pation for catching bass 
over eight pounds or 24 
inches in Texas. In addi-
tion to Legacy Class (13-
plus pounds between Jan-
uary and March), Share-
Lunker entry classes in-
clude the Lunker Class 
(8-plus pounds), Elite 
Class (10-plus pounds), 
and Legend Class (13-plus 
pounds from April to De-
cember).

Anglers who enter data 
for any Lunker they catch 
(greater than eight pounds 
or 24 inches) during the 
calendar year 2023 also 
receive a catch kit, a decal 
for their vehicle or boat 
and an entry into the year-
end Grand Prize drawing 
to win a $5,000 Bass Pro 
Shops shopping spree and 
annual fishing license.

Once a 
Lunker is reeled in, an-
glers need to enter the 
catch data on the Toyota 
ShareLunker mobile app – 
available for free from 
the  Apple App 
Store  and  Google Play  — 
or on the Toyota Share-
Lunker online app at Tex-

as-
Sharelunker.com. In addi-
tion to basic catch 
information, anglers can 
also provide a DNA scale 
sample from their Lunker 
bass to TPWD research-
ers for genetic analysis.

A new procedure is in 
effect for the 2023 season. 

Legend Class ShareLunk-
ers no longer need to be 
weighed on a certified 
scale for entry. Anglers 
must include a photo of 
their Lunker on a digital 
scale to qualify for Legend 
Class.

The Toyota ShareLunk-
er Program is made possi-
ble in part by the generous 
sponsorship of Toyota. 
Toyota is a longtime sup-

porter of the Texas Parks 
and Wildlife Foundation 
and TPWD, providing 
major funding for a wide 
variety of fisheries, state 
parks and wildlife proj-
ects.

Prize donors such as 
Bass Pro Shops, Lake Fork 
Taxidermy, American 
Fishing Tackle Company, 
Stanley Jigs and 6th Sense 
Fishing provide support.

TAX SERVICES

John Dubose
Certified Public Accountant

345 W. Roundbunch • Bridge City • (409) 735-7163
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Ty Blackmon nailed a pair of 
three pointers and scored 7 
points on Senior Night for 
LCM.

Hunter Lackey started the 
game and scored 4 first 
quarter points on Senior 
Night at LCM.

Senior Cayden Dunwoody 
started on Senior Night at 
LCM as the Bears beat Jas-
per.

Brooks Pattillo scored 4 
points for the Bears on Se-
nior Night at LCM.

DAN PERRINE
For The Record

Jigging for crappie gets big bass From Page 1
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You ever wonder what a 
64 pack of Crayola crayons, 
31 flavors of ice cream at 
Baskin Robbins, or bags of 
assorted candy have in 
common? The answer is 
they offer something for ev-
eryone because we all don’t 
have the same taste. If ev-
eryone did things exactly 
like everyone else then life 
would be ridiculously bor-
ing and mundane. It’s 
choices and options that 
give each individual the op-
portunity to succeed and 
sometimes those options 
and choices are a little dif-
ferent than what some peo-
ple consider to be the best 
or only way to go about 
things. Taking a quick 
glance at the calendar right 
now means different things 
to different people, espe-
cially fishermen. If you flip 
through the pages of most 
fishing magazines it won’t 
be hard to figure out what 
the prevailing thought on 
most people’s minds is this 
month, its big trout. More 
often than not its pursuing 
big trout while wade fishing 
and throwing artificial 
lures. I’ll be one of the first 
to raise my hand and say 
“I’m all for that”. I will, on 
the other hand, also be one 
of the first to say “that’s not 
the only way to catch those 

big fish” 
and that’s 
where 
choices 
and op-
tions come 
in to play.

One year 
I was at 

one the fish-
ing shows standing around 
with a group of guides and 
tournament anglers having 
a great conversation and 
swapping stories on various 
subjects and inevitably the 
style or different methods 
of fishing became the topic. 
I listened intently and heard 
basically the same story 
over and over of how this 
group of anglers spent their 
time on the water. After 
several stories it was more 
than apparent that these 
guys took it for granted that 
everyone fished exactly like 
they did and the thought 
that someone wouldn’t was 
just borderline blasphemy. I 
can understand why they 
would think like this, espe-
cially when all the other 
fishermen they routinely 
hung out with did the same 
things they did. I can re-
member the look on their 
faces when I told them “you 
realize you are a very small 
fraction of the fishing pop-
ulation and 10 times as 
many people fish different-
ly than you do”. Contrary to 
their beliefs there would 
way more folks buying ter-

minal tackle, cast nets, and 
“fresh dead” shrimp than 
ultra high end gear. Now, 
regardless of which end of 
the spectrum you may re-
side at there are some out-
standing options for you to 
choose from in order to 
catch both numbers of fish 
and better quality fish. For 
many folks the thought of 
climbing out of a sleek bay 
boat to wade a pristine flat 
in search of that career fish 
is about as close to perfect 
as one can imagine. For my-
self I can honestly say I en-
joy both fishing out of the 
boat and staying in, makes 
me no difference as long as 
I’m fishing. However, I must 
admit that in my career on 
the water I have been fortu-
nate enough to put me 
hands on several true 30 
inch speckled trout and ev-
ery one of them was caught 
while the angler was still in 
the boat. Perhaps that’s be-
cause here on Sabine and 
Calcasieu we tend to spend 
a little more time in water 
that’s too deep to wade un-
like other venues down the 
coast. The early spring is a 
fantastic time to locate 
those better fish in a little 
deeper water outside of the 
shallow flats. We spend 
much of our time in 4 to 6 
feet of water making really 
long drifts that are usually 
parallel to structure or the 
shoreline. Often times we 
are in even deeper water as 

we probe the breaks along 
the Sabine River and ICW 
where some magnum trout 
and redfish stage up and 
avoid any traffic or pres-
sure.

Making the most out of 
water that’s too deep to 
wade requires a certain set 
of skills, tools and a little bit 
of thought. Perhaps the 
most important is good 
electronics and the ability 
to read them. Finding and 
interpreting bottom struc-
ture is an art that pays big 
dividends to those who un-
derstand how to do it. For 
years I’ve watched 2 of the 
best, Dickie Colburn and 

Johnny Cormier, take skills 
they learned locating fish 
on freshwater lakes early in 
their careers and apply 
them to fishing in saltwa-
ter. Subtle changes in depth 
or bottom contour can 
make all the difference and 
these guys certainly know 
how to find them. Having 
the ability to hold your lo-
cation with either a manual 
anchor, Power Pole, Talon, 
or some sort of stake out is 
another factor to be consid-
ered. Once you get on a 
drift and locate fish it’s 
much better to be able to sit 
in one position and see if 
there are more in the area.

Waders and folks who 
fish from the boat will share 
common lure choices for 
the most part but there will 
be few advantages for both 
sides. Waders will obviously 
be more quiet while boat 
fishermen can cover more 
water. Both types have pro’s 
and con’s and they each of-
fer the angler an outstand-
ing opportunity to catch 
fish. Neither method is 
right or wrong at this time 
of the year either. By being 
open to other options an-
glers will certainly put not 
only more odds in their fa-
vor but certainly catch 
more fish.

JOHN GREEN
ORANGE COUNTY
MASTER GARDENERS

The foundation of a 
hügelkultur raised bed be-
gins by selecting a sunny lo-
cation. Next dig into and 
remove several inches of 
garden soil, followed by 
digging a shallow trench. 
Add logs and branches to 
the trench. Grass clippings, 
shredded paperboard box-
es, leaves, fresh manure and 
other organic materials 
called “green waste” are 
then added, filling in the 
spaces between the log and 
limbs (courtesy Farmer’s 
Almanac). 

We seem to be stuck in a 
somewhat dreary weather 
“holding” pattern of sorts, 
it’s SETX normal for late 
winter! Afterwards, the 
“icky” days (clearly not a 
meteorological term) are 
followed by a couple days of 
balmy, spring-like days 
where temperatures ap-
proach 80 degrees or so. 
Our “environmental shifts” 
are confusing as the sea-
sons transition from one to 
another, sending mixed sig-
nals to trees, plants, and 
yes-even gardeners! Most 
gardeners are ready for 
spring to return (so am I), 
and fortunately, we don’t 
have too much longer to 

wait. You’ll want to contin-
ue preparing vegetable and 
flower beds for planting, as 
now is a good time to top-
dress planting areas with 1 
or 2-inches of composted 
manure. 

Today’s topic is part one 
of a three-part series fea-
turing a gardening tech-
nique which has been used 
in Germany and many East-
ern European countries for 
several hundred years, 
though the word “hügelkul-
tur” (pronounced “who-
gull culture”), was not in-
troduced until 1962, refer-
enced in a German garden-
ing booklet written by 
Hermann Andrä. Hügelkul-

tur’s literal translation 
means “hill culture” or its 
also known as “mound cul-
ture”. Okay gardeners, this 
now completes the history 
portion of today’s topic-side 
note: sometimes, curious, 
and inquiring minds want 
to know! 

SO, is building a 
hügelkultur raised bed 
right for you? Speaking 
from personal experience, 
this is the method I utilized 
when building eight, large, 
raised beds more than a 
year ago, during the month 
of August (guarantee I 
wasn’t complaining about 
cold weather)! Using this 
method of  filling raised 

beds employs environmen-
tal conservation, initiates 
carbon sequestration, and 
provides financial benefits 
as well, so what’s not to 
like? Well, let’s “dig deeper” 
(pun intended-sorry, I 
couldn’t help myself) and 
answer a few questions that 
may come to mind, such as 
exactly is hügelkultur? Is it 
a benefit to raised garden 
beds? Are there drawbacks 
to using the method? 

Hügelkultur, initially was 
a trench, long and narrow, 
filled with logs left to decay. 
The logs were “mounded 
over” with soil, making a 
lengthy, tall vertical struc-
ture.

The large structure in-
creases the amount of avail-
able surface planting area, 
more so than a typical hori-
zontal garden provides.  
Placing logs into the beds 
provides bulk which decays 
gradually over several years 
yet can be detected as the 
mound slowly sinks over 
time. The mound becomes 
a micro-ecosystem.

A hügelkultur raised bed 
is an excellent way to utilize 
large limbs and branches, 
as well as other yard debris 
to make up to half of the 
material needed to fill a 
raised bed. Numerous oth-
er materials such as grass 
clippings, leaves, hay, rice 
hulls, and paperboard box-
es can be used to fill in the 
areas between the tree 
limbs and logs, speeding 
the decomposition process. 
For the final layers, add a 
mixture of garden soil, leaf 
mold, composted livestock 
manure, and compost. This 
gardening technique reduc-
es the materials needed to 
fill a garden bed, provides 
gardeners an avenue to re-
duce lawn and garden, or 
pasture debris responsibly 
without burning materials 
or adding to a landfill, 
which saves money as this 
technique reduces the 
amount of soil needed to fill 
each raised bed by half! 

So, what are the benefits 
of building a hügelkultur 
garden bed you ask? In my 
experience, some of the 
benefits include:

• They are cost-effective 
and efficient to build.

• Provide gardeners an 
outlet to utilize yard debris 
and other materials, i.e...
branches, small logs, un-
treated scrap lumber, 
woody shrub limbs, leaf lit-
ter, grass clippings, hay, pa-
perboard boxes, etc.

• Increase the organic 
matter availability within 
each bed while materials 
slowly decompose.

• Reduction in soil vol-
ume needed to build raised 
beds.

• Soil water retention 
slowly increases, initially 
insignificant until wood 
components begin to de-
compose.

The hügelkultur method 
utilized in a raised bed set-
ting is not miraculous when 
initially installed but the 
benefits become pro-
nounced over time! Note 
that using nitrogen-rich 
“green wastes”, such as 
grass clippings as filler 
around the limbs and 
branches mitigate nitrogen 
theft by decomposing wood 
components. Naturally, ni-
trogen is carried away 
during watering events.. 

A German Gardening Technique: Hügelkultur Gardening Method

OUTDOORS
Capt. Chuck Uzzle
For The Record

Chuck Uzzle

It’s Not for Everybody

UZZLE Page 5B
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TOMMY MANN JR.
FOR THE RECORD

A multitude of excellent 
live music opportunities are 
on tap for the next several 
weeks offering a variety of 
musical styles for nearly ev-
eryone. Big events such as 
the annual Houston Live-
stock Show and Rodeo, as 
well as regional concerts 
have set 2023 off to a fren-
zied pace.

• Feb. 17
Kenny Wayne Shepherd, 

Golden Nugget Casino, 
Lake Charles, La.

• Feb. 23
Journey, Toto, Cajun-

Dome, Lafayette, La.
• Feb. 25
John Mellencamp, Smart 

Financial Center, Sugar 
Land

• Feb. 25
Tracy Lawrence, Golden 

Nugget Casino, Lake 
Charles, La.

• Feb. 28
Parker McCollum, Rodeo 

Houston, NRG Stadium, 
Houston

• March 1
Brooks & Dunn, Rodeo 

Houston, NRG Stadium, 
Houston

• March 2
Lauren Daigle, Rodeo 

Houston, NRG Stadium, 
Houston

• March 3
Bun B’s Southern Take-

over, Rodeo Houston, NRG 
Stadium, Houston

• March 4
Walker Hayes, Rodeo 

Houston, NRG Stadium, 
Houston, Colt Ford, L’Au-
berge Casino Resort, Lake 
Charles, La.

• March 5
Zac Brown Band, Rodeo 

Houston, NRG Stadium, 
Houston

• March 6
Jason Aldean, Rodeo 

Houston, NRG Stadium, 
Houston

• March 7

New Kids on the Block, 
Rodeo Houston, NRG Sta-
dium, Houston

• March 8
Jon Pardi, Rodeo Hous-

ton, NRG Stadium, Hous-
ton, Aaron Lewis, Cajun-
Dome Convention Center, 
Lafayette, La.

• March 9
TobyMac, Crowder, Co-

chren & Co., Tasha Layton, 
Jon Reddick, Terrian, Ca-
junDome, Lafayette, La., 
Ashley McBryde, Rodeo 
Houston, NRG Stadium, 
Houston

• March 10
The Chainsmokers, Ro-

deo Houston, NRG Stadi-
um, Houston, Queensry-
che, Marty Friedman, Trau-
ma, Scout Bar, Houston

• March 11
Turnpike Troubadours, 

Rodeo Houston, NRG Sta-
dium, Houston, Third Eye 
Blind, Coushatta Casino 
Resort, Kinder, La.

• March 12
La Fiera de Ojinaqa, Ro-

deo Houston, NRG Stadi-
um, Houston. Static-X, Fear 
Factory, Mushroomhead, 

Dope, House of Blues, 
Houston

ª March 13
Cody Jinks, Rodeo Hous-

ton, NRG Stadium, Hous-
ton

• March 14
Machine Gun Kelly, Ro-

deo Houston, NRG Stadi-
um, Houston, Skillet, Theo-
ry of a Deadman, Saint Aso-
nia, Bayou Music Center, 
Houston

• March 15
Kenny Chesney, Rodeo 

Houston, NRG Stadium, 
Houston

• March 16
Chris Stapleton, Rodeo 

Houston, NRG Stadium, 
Houston, LT and The 
Zydeco Mob, Mardi Gras 
Southeast Texas, Beaumont

•March 17
Uncle Kracker, Sons of 

Bocephus, Mardi Gras 
Southeast Texas, Beau-
mont, Cody Johnson, Rodeo 
Houston, NRG Stadium, 
Houston

• March 18
Paul Wall, Slim Thug, 

Baby Bash, Lil Keke, Mardi 
Gras Southeast Texas, 
Beaumont, Powerman 
5000, Scout Bar, Houston, 
Brad Paisley, Rodeo Hous-
ton, NRG Stadium, Hous-
ton

• March 19
Tropa Estrella, Grupo 

Ma$$oro, Mardi Gras 
Southeast Texas, Beau-
mont, Luke Bryan, Rodeo 
Houston, NRG Stadium, 
Houston

• March 25
Newsboys, Adam Agee, 

Jefferson Theatre, Beau-
mont

• March 31
Sammy Kershaw, Golden 

Nugget Casino, Lake 
Charles, La., Smile Empty 
Soul, Horizon Theory, Fire 
Follows, Scout Bar, Hous-
ton

• April 1
New Edition, Keith 

Sweat, Guy, Toyota Center, 
Houston

• April 6
Charlie Robison, Courvi-

lle’s, Beaumont
• April 15
Wynona, Christus 40th 

Annual Gala, Beaumont 
Civic Center, Beaumont

• April 22
Taylor Swift, NRG Stadi-

um, Houston
• May 6
For King and Country, 

Ford Arena, Beaumont
• May 26
Morgan Wallen, Hardy 

Ernest, Bailey Zimmerman, 
Minute Maide Park, Hous-
ton

• June 3
Janet Jackson, Ludacris, 

Cynthia Woods Mitchell 
Pavilion, The Woodlands

June 16
Thomas Rhett, Cole 

Swindell, Nate Smith, Ca-
junDome, Lafayette, La.

June 30
Matchbox Twenty, Cyn-

thia Woods Mitchell Pavil-
ion, The Woodlands

minutes. Ben scored ten 
straight points off of re-
bounds and layups to boost 
the Bear bulge to seventeen 
points. Winn put an excla-
mation point on the LCM 
rally with a dunk and Black-
mon canned another three 
to make the score 74-52 be-
fore the two teams ex-
changed baskets to bring 
the final score to 78-58 for 
the Bears.

Senior Cayden Dun-
woody started on Senior 
Night at LCM as the Bears 
beat Jasper

Four Bears scored in dou-
ble figures led by Elliott 
with 20, Morris finishing 
with 15, and Winn matched 
Fuller at 14 points. Zikeice 
Simmons led the Bulldogs 
with 20 points followed by 
Ferrell with 16 points.

Coach Jeffcoat was 
pleased that his seniors all 

got some good court time 
in the win. “We prepare 
them just like the starters. I 
was pleased to get them in 
there, they were excited to 
have an opportunity to 
start the game, and they 
came out and held their 
own as well as took the lead 
for us. I’m really happy for 
those guys. They work as 
hard or harder than any-
body else and they don’t get 
that reward quite as much. I 
have a really good feeling 
for them and I’m proud of 
those guys,” Jeffcoat re-
plied.

The Little Cypress Mau-
riceville Bears go crosstown 
to play the West Orange 
Stark Mustangs on Friday. 
The Bears close the regular 
season at home on Tuesday, 
February 14, against the 
first place Silsbee Tigers.

LCM Bears From Page 3B

ABOVE:
Members of the OHS UIL 

Academic Team traveled to 
Port Neches Groves High 
School for an academic invi-
tational.

Results are listed: Editori-
al Writing; 6th Place Jada 
Greiner, sponsor - Mrs. Tay-
lor, Headline Writing;  4th 
Place Jada Greiner, sponsor 
- Mrs. Taylor, LD Debate; 5th 

Place Gracie Bickham, 
sponsor - Ms. Trawhorn, 
Computer apps; 3rd Place 
Brianna Moore, sponsor - 
Mrs. Bellard, Social Studies; 
sponsor - Mr. Block, 1st 
Place  Alyx Valentinis-Dee, 
4th Place Preston Myers and 
1st Place Team - Alyx Val-
entinis-Dee, Preston Myers, 
Jackson Droddy and Paxton 
Skibo, sponsor - Mr. Block.

Mrs. Wolfford’s 3rd grade Wolff Pack presented their annual Valentine’s Day Play, Chipper 
and Friends, to OES 2nd graders this week. Students learned, and helped others learn, that 
being kind is a wonderful attribute. It was another great day of being a Bobcat.

OHS UIL Academic Team

Entertainment: Music events firing up in 2023

John Mellencamp will be performing Febuary 25 at the Smart Financial Center in Sugarland.

 

Knights of Columbus 
 

Bridge City Knights of Columbus 
Sacred Heart Council #3406 

 

LENTEN FISH DINNERS 
Fried Fish, French Fries, Cole Slaw & Hush Puppies 

 

E A C H  F R I D A Y   
D U R I N G  L E N T  
DINE-IN OR TAKE-OUT 
&  D E L I V E R I E S   
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Through 
FRIDAY, MARCH 31, 2023  

 
For deliveries, call orders in before 9:00AM on Fridays 

 

KC Hall (409-735-5725)  

 

$12.00 
P E R  

D I N N E R   
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In times when the love of many 
grows cold, we will do well to 
pause over an overlooked Chris-
tian virtue that warms against the 
chill.

Not only is such a trait designed 
by Christ to be increasingly true 
of all Christians; it is required to 
serve in the church’s lead office.

To be clear, what Christ re-
quires of his pastor-elders (1 Tim-
othy 3:1–8; Titus 1:5–9) is not 
simply for qualification to enter 
the office. Rather, these virtues 
are the ongoing, daily graces 
needed to serve well in the office. 
Yet these too are the qualities 
Christ means to grant in growing 
measure to his whole church. Pas-
tor-elders are examples to the 
flock (1 Peter 5:3). They not only 
labor at teaching and governing, 
to feed and lead the church, but 
they model, as a team, the Chris-
tian maturity toward which we 
hope all Christians will progress.

So, in days that seem embattled 
and divisive, it might be freshly 
helpful, if not convicting, to re-
member that Christians, with 
their pastors leading the way, are 
not to be known for circling wag-
ons and battening down hatches. 
Rather, we are to be wide- and 
warm-hearted, maturely mag-
nanimous, “lovers of good” (Greek 
philagothos), as Titus 1:8 obliges 
church leaders. That is the oppo-
site of how Paul characterizes the 
last days in 2 Timothy 3:3: “not 
loving good” (aphilagathos).

What, then, might lead to, 
mark, and accompany such “lov-
ers of good,” that we might dis-
cern whether we ourselves, and 
our leaders, embody what Christ 
designs?

1. Believe in good.
First, let it not go unsaid that 

those who love the good believe in 
good. In distressed days, such 
pastors and Christians still be-
lieve in good. They know their 
God — who is Goodness himself 
and the source and standard of all 
good — made this world and 
called it good. Good came first 
and is deeper than evil. And we 
know, in Christ, that whatever 
devastations evil has wrought, 
one day the sin and death which 
so pervade and pain us will be no 
more.

Lovers of good believe that true 
good is older, deeper, and will 
outlive the bad. And even outside 
the church, in the darkest of plac-
es, still the light of good flashes 
for those with eyes to see. They 
believe it. And so too they look for 
it.

2. Look for good.
Those Christians who genuine-

ly believe in good become the 
kind of people who are hopeful for 
good. Knowing Christ and his 
promises, they know that good is 
to come — it’s only a matter of 
time. They cannot long entertain 
cynicism, or stand to become 
Chicken Littles nervous that the 
sky is falling. Rather, they consid-
er the present moment, with all its 
uncertainty, turbulence, and 
change, to be a great time to speak 
the gospel, press for conversion, 
plant churches, and pour fresh 
energy into global mission.

Philippians 4:8, addressed to 
the whole church, well captures 
what good pastor-elders model for 
their congregations in relation to 
their surrounding unbelieving so-
ciety:

Whatever is true, whatever is 
honorable, whatever is just, what-
ever is pure, whatever is lovely, 
whatever is commendable, if there 

is any excellence, if there is any-
thing worthy of praise, think 
about these things.

Far from being a call to remove 
ourselves from the world and 
bunker down to think Christian 
thoughts in isolation, Paul’s 
charge is to engage the world, 
looking for the good, as argued by 
commentators Moisés Silva (Phi-
lippians, 196–98) and Gordon Fee 
(Philippians, 413–21).

Paul selects the verb consider 
(logizomai, to count or compute; 
rather than, as we might assume, 
phroneo, to set one’s mind). So 
also he chooses six adjectives and 
two nouns that are more typical 
of the first-century pagan society 
than the church. 

Pastor-elders, as “lovers of 
good” (Titus 1:8), are to be men 
like this, who see the world with 
realistic yet hopeful eyes and can 
spot and point out the good, even 
as they warn of and reject sin and 
deception. But such leaders will 
not be content with looking for 
the good. Quite naturally (and su-
pernaturally), their belief in the 
good, and hope for the good, will 
lead to their commending the 
good, and their own doing of 
good.

3. Do good.
Lovers of good are eager to “do 

good to everyone, and especially 
to those who are of the household 
of faith” (Galatians 6:10). Chris-
tians in general, and pastor-elders 
in particular, are to be the kind of 
people, according to commenta-
tor Robert Yarbrough, who are 
“zealous to see that what is good 
flourish in and out of the church,” 
noting “a connection between 
this pastoral quality and the ‘good 
works’ enjoined on Titus and the 
congregations elsewhere in the 
letter” (Letters to Timothy and 
Titus, 486–87). This is a conspic-

uous thrust in Paul’s short letter 
to Titus:

In contrast to false teachers 
who are “unfit for any good work” 
(1:16), Titus is to “be a model of 
good works” (2:7) and so lead the 
church to be “a people . . . who are 
zealous for good works” (2:14).

Expressly in relation to their 
unbelieving society, Christians 
are “to be ready for every good 
work, to speak evil of no one, to 
avoid quarreling, to be gentle, and 
to show perfect courtesy toward 
all people” (3:1–2). It’s a charge 
that many of us today can scarcely 
rehearse too often.

And if that weren’t striking 
enough, Paul lays it on even thick-
er still: pastors will insist on the 
glories of the gospel (3:4–7) “so 
that those who have believed in 
God may be careful to devote 
themselves to good works” (3:8).

Finally, note that Paul himself 
does not commend faithfulness 
without any concern for fruitful-
ness. Rather, he says, “let our peo-
ple learn to devote themselves to 
good works, so as to help cases of 
urgent need, and not be unfruit-
ful” (3:14).

Pastors — and increasingly 
their churches with them — are to 
be doers of good, not mere 
self-proclaimed lovers, deceiving 
themselves. Genuinely loving the 
good leads them to dream up 
ideas, take fresh initiatives, and 
do good that benefits all, especial-
ly those of like faith.

Love good.
Lest we conclude with the 

wrong emphasis, however, we re-
turn to the particular verbal con-
cept Paul commends in Titus 1:8: 
love. A certain kind of heart is the 
heart of this requisite. As John 
Piper writes about “lover of good” 
as a pastoral qualification,

He should love to see good done 
and love to be involved in doing 
good. This is more than doing 
good. This is a bent and love to 
see it done. A kind of expansive 
person.

As much as we clarify that ac-

tually rising to do good, not arm-
chair quarterbacking, will be the 
observable effect, the require-
ment is a condition of the inner 
man: he loves good. He believes in 
it, looks for it with a tangible 
hopefulness, commends it, and 
does it because he loves it — both 
good things and good people, in 
the church and beyond.

Such lovers of good are not irri-
table or resentful; they do not re-
joice at wrongdoing, but rejoice 
with the truth. In their very per-
son, they are, and are becoming, 
the kind of people who embody 
the distinctively Christian love 
that bears all things, hopes all 
things, believes all things, en-
dures all things (1 Corinthians 
13:5–7). They demonstrate the 
wide hearts and capacious, ex-
pansive souls that, in time, be-
come bracing evidence of a sin-
ner’s supernatural encounter with 
God himself in Christ.

Love the Good First

In times that shrink some 
hearts, remember that hatred is 
not the heart of Christian ethics. 
We are first lovers of good, on 
God’s terms, and then, as a func-
tion of such love, are we righ-
teously haters of evil. As Scott 
Swain observes,

The opposite of an error is not 
the truth. It’s the opposite error. 
Passionate resentment of false-
hood is unlikely to make one the 
next Athanasius “contra mun-
dum.” It’s more likely to make one 
the next Apollinaris or Eutyches 
(famous heretics).

There is a place for righteous 
anger in the Christian life. But it 
has to follow the right “order of 
operations.” Love of what is good 
breeds an appropriate abhorrence 
of what is evil. Hate, by itself, 
breeds no virtues, intellectual or 
otherwise.

And so we hear the apostle 
afresh in our day. The goal for ev-
ery Christian — and a require-
ment for every pastor — is that he 
be a lover of good.

Open Hearts, Open Minds, Open Doors.
Pastor Benny Smith and wife Iberia

(409) 883-4155
Sunday School 9:15 AM / Worship 10:30 AM

Sunday Evening: 6 PM, Wed. Evening 6:30 PM

SUNDAY SERVICE: 8 A.M.
10 A.M. HOLY COMMUNION

In Person or Live Stream On Facebook
Contact Us: (409) 883-2969

Email: st.pauls@stpaulsorangetx.com

Living Word Church
FULL GOSPEL

7403 FM 10006 (Corner of 87 & FM1006)
409-735-6659

COME WORSHIP WITH US
Sunday 10 A.M. & Thursday 6 P.M.

Dr. Rev. Samuel Karunanithi - Pastor
Rev. Ron Richardson, Co-Pastor

Bethel Baptist Church 
2906 Western Ave. • Orange

Pastor Dr. Hershell Garner 
(409 782 5352)

Opportunities for Worship and Fellowship 
Sunday School...9:30am Worship 10 :30 am

Lovers of Good
Eyes of Hope in a World Gone Bad

Church Directory

6:30 p.m. Wednesdays: Wednesday-n-the Word Adult 
Bible Study with Pastor Harland, Youth Supper & Bible 

Study (grades 6-12), child care (infants-5th grade)
***NEW OUTDOOR FAMILY MINISTRIES***

TWO
SUNDAY

SERVICES:
9:00 A.M.

AND
10:30 A.M.

Harland
Strother,
Pastor

673 FM 1078 • Orange 
(409) 920-2271

Come be blessed by PASTOR HARLAND’S
ANOINTED MINISTRY  & rockin’ country Gospel

with the COWBOY CROSS BAND
New Ministry & Music Videos weekly on YouTube


