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Marcelle Adams 
leaves legacy
for women in
public service

The 27th Annual Orange 
County Cops N Kids Picnic 
will be held Friday, June 9, 
at Claiborne West Park.  
The purpose is to allow 
young people a time to in-
teract in a friendly and fun 
atmosphere with law offi-
cers and other first re-
sponders to develop good 
relationships between 
them.

Cops N Kids is a function 
where first responders 
come together to bridge the 
gap between children and 
law enforcement according 
to Orange County Sheriff ’s 
Deputy Richard Guzman.  
“We want to let the kids 
know they have alternative 
means of communicating 

with us, and it allows the 
kids to feel more at home 
with us instead of fearing us 
so they can understand 
we’re actually here to help 
them,” Deputy Guzman re-
minded.

The Orange County 
Sheriff ’s Office is not alone 
in Cops N Kids.  Other 
agencies will participate in-
cluding local police depart-
ments, the county consta-
bles, fire departments, 
wrecker services, and basi-
cally anybody involved in 
first response to emergen-
cies of all kinds.

The first responders will 
have their equipment and 
vehicles with them during 
the picnic.  This will allow 
the kids and the public an 
opportunity to see first 
hand the tools used when 

the first responders are 
called to an emergency.

In addition to first re-
sponders there will be ven-
dors at Claiborne West 
Park.  All sorts of fun free 
souvenirs will be distribut-
ed to those attending in-
cluding corporate sponsors 
like Home Depot and En-
tergy will have booths in an 
effort to help promote safe-
ty at work and around the 
home.

About fifty different ac-
tivities will be available for 
visitors of all ages.  Among 
the activities are a small 
train to ride, bounce houses 
for the kids to jump in, and 
local martial arts schools 
will give demonstrations. 

There will be plenty of re-
freshments for everyone in-
cluding hotdogs, chips, cot-

ton candy, snow-cones, 
popcorn, soft drinks, and 
watermelons.  All the re-
freshments and activities 
are free to the public.

Deputy Guzman added, 
“It is one of the things Sher-
iff Mooney himself has 
pushed to bring the com-
munity closer together.  
We’re looking forward to 
helping the kids out and let-
ting them have a good time 
and just letting them be 
them.”

This year’s Cops N Kids 
Picnic is scheduled for Fri-
day, June 9, from 10:00 AM 
to 2:00 PM at the Claiborne 
West Park located between 
Orange and Vidor off of In-
terstate 10 west bound.  Ad-
mission is free, all the activ-
ities are free, and all the re-
freshments are free.

Two big traffic changes 
are scheduled for Orange 
County, one on Interstate 
10 and the other on High-
way 87 between Bridge City 
and the new Golden Trian-
gle Polymers plant site. 

Orange County Commis-
sioner Johnny Trahan an-
nounced at Commissioners 
Court Tuesday that the 
Texas Department of 
Transportation will be hav-
ing lane closures on the in-
terstate this weekend in Or-
ange. 

The closures will be from 
8 p.m. Friday, June 9, 
through 5 a.m. Monday, 
June 12. The eastbound 

traffic lanes will be closed 
from the Whippoorwill 
Street entrance ramp to 
16th Street. Traffic will be 
down to one lane on the 
feeder road. Also, one lane 
of westbound traffic will be 
closed with lanes alternat-
ed. 

Golden Triangle Poly-
mers, the $8.5 billion petro-
chemical plant being built 
by Chevron Phillips and 
Qatar Energy, is setting 
new traffic routes on High-
way 87 at the Cow Bayou 
Bridge in Bridge City begin-
ning on Monday and going 
through Tuesday.

The company will be 
widening lanes of the high-
way to accommodate the 

Before a Commissioners 
Court meeting began in 
1983, Marcelle Adams, a re-
tiree who became interest-
ed in Orange County gov-
ernment, was seen talking 
sternly to the county engi-
neer, who stood a head tall-
er than her. As she talked, 
she pointed her index finger 
at him and poked him in 
the chest.

Not many women 40 
years ago would have done 
that. But Adams didn’t stop 
with that encounter. She 
decided to run for office 
and later become the first 
woman to join what she late 
called “the Good Old Boys 
Club,” commissioners 
court.

Marcelle Adams, a legend 
in her own time, died Sun-
day at her home in Orange. 
She was 99 years old. Her 
only child, daughter There-
sa Adams Beauchamp, later 

was elected to the same 
Precinct 2 commissioners 
seat and they are the only 
mother-daughter in the 
state to serve as county 
commissioners.

Adams in 1983 was 60 
years old and retired from 
DuPont. In January that 
year, James Stringer be-
came county judge after a 
contentious race against 
the incumbent, Pete Run-
nels. All four of the sitting 
county commissioners were 
at odds with Stringer and 
his new plans, including 
selling the county-owned 
hospital to a private compa-
ny.

Adams began attending 
commissioners court meet-
ings and giving her opin-
ions.

Two commissioners were 
set to run for re-election in 
1984, but the two incum-
bents announced they 
would not run. At the same 

‘Cops N Kids’ scheduled for June 9

Interstate 10,
SH-87 to have
traffic changes

First Presbyterian 
Church in Orange has 
erected a Blessing Box to 
help provide assistance for 
needy residents in the city.  
The box is on the church’s 
property located at the 
corner of Green Avenue 
and Ninth Street in down-
town Orange. 

The idea of a Blessing 
Box came to fruition 
through the efforts of the 
recently created Outreach 
Committee at First Pres-
byterian Church.  The 
committee got strong sup-
port from its Pastor Bobby 
Daniel to create the box, 
then it accepted the per-
mission from the local 
church’s ruling body the 
Session to provide the box, 
and concluded by receiv-
ing the approval of the 
City of Orange to erect it.

Jo Lynn Mott serves on 
First Presbyterian’s Out-
reach Committee, and she 
first got the idea for a con-
tainer to hold donated 
items to be used as an out-
reach to the community 
after seeing a Blessing Box 
at a church where she lives 
in Bridge City and at other 
churches in mid-Jefferson 
County.  Mott said, “Any 
non-perishable food can 
be donated, and I know 
the church in Bridge City 
they also have soaps, 
shampoos, deodorant, and 
any necessities that people 
may not have funds to 
purchase.” 

This provided the impe-
tus for the committee to 
pursue the idea of having 
its own Blessing Box at 
First Presbyterian Church.  
Committee member Ron 
Rehfuss researched for a 
couple of weeks similar 
distribution boxes found 
elsewhere.

Rehfuss shared, “We 
came up with the design 
that Kiwanis International 
uses around the country, 

they probably have a thou-
sand of them at various 
places.  We just kind of ad-
opted their basic design, 
and Kiwanis International 
calls their boxes a Little 
Free Food Pantry.”

The idea of erecting 
small storage containers 
for people to donate items 

for anyone that had needs 
was picked up by several 
Catholic churches that in-
stalled similar boxes for 
helping people in their 
various parishes in the 
United States.  A Catholic 
church in Fayetteville, Ar-
izona is credited with 
probably being the first to 

have a Little Food Pantry 
started in March of 2016.

Assembly of God incor-
porated the idea in several 
of its churches including 
in Ardmore, Oklahoma.  It 
was a church there that 
the term Blessing Box was 

“Blessing Box” locations
found throughout county
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Vanessa Craigue and her husband Bobby constructed the Blessing Box at First Presby-
terian Church in Orange.        RECORD PHOTO: Dan Perrine

The youth group at St. Paul Methodist Church in Bridge City made the Blessing Box 
which its church members fill with items for needy individuals.

    RECORD PHOTO: Dan Perrine
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Orange County’s first woman county commissioner, Mar-
celle Adams, is pictured with here daughter, Theresa Adams 
Beauchamp during her term as county commissioner before 
retiring in 2022.                   RECORD PHOTO: Margaret Toal
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time, the other two incumbents announced 
they would leave their terms after only two 
years and would let their positions also be 
on the ballots. 

When the Precinct 2 incumbent an-
nounced he would leave after two years, 
Adams decided to run. A total of 26 candi-
dates ran for the four open spots. Adams 
lost to Charles McQuade. But two years lat-
er, she beat him.

She would tell people how he talked 
about how she couldn’t handle the rugged 
work of a commissioner because she was 
used to playing bridge and growing roses. 
He should have known better.

Adams was married for decades to Al-
bert “Cowboy” Adams, the descendant of 
pioneering Orange County residents. He 
got his nickname because he could ride and 

rope with the best of cowboys. Marcelle 
Adams didn’t let him leave her behind.

She would recall that after her win, she 
got a pickup truck, put on her pants and 
boots, and went out on the roads to keep an 
eye out in her precinct. She became known 
as an outspoken member of the court who 
did her homework before meetings and 
versed herself on the activities of county 
government.

She lost her seat on the court when she 
made an unsuccessful bid in the 1990s for 
county judge. 

Adams first moved to Orange as a teen-
ager with her parents during the World 
War II shipbuilding boom. Like thousands 
of families at the time, they lived in a house 
in the Riverside housing along the Sabine 
River near the shipyards. She met Albert, 

“My Al,” as she fondly called him. It was 
love and they married.

Albert Adams, who became the county 
animal officer, was elected to the Orange 
County Drainage District board of direc-
tors in the 1990s. He died of cancer in 1998. 

Their daughter, Theresa Beauchamp, 
moved to Orange with her husband, Frank, 
who also grew up in Orange, to be closer. 
Theresa inherited the public service gene 
from her mother and ran for Orange City 
Council.

Beauchamp remembered that her moth-
er advised her the best way to win was to go 

door-to-door knocking to meet people. 
And that’s what she did to win her first 
race.

She later retired as an educator and left 
the city council, only to run for the Pre-
cinct 2 commissioners seat in 2018. She 
won, and did not run for another term.

Precinct 2 has the distinct honor of hav-
ing the only women commissioners in 
county history. In between the years of 
Marcelle  and Theresa, the late Sue Bearden 
won the spot. After her election win, she 
credited Marcelle Adams as being her in-
spiration.
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Marcelle Adams, 99, Orange
Marcelle Adams, 99, of Or-

ange, Texas, passed away on 
June 3, 2023, at her place of 
residence.

Funeral services will be held 
at 11:00 a.m., Wednesday, June 
7, 2023, at Claybar Funeral 
Home in Orange. Officiating 
will be Reverend Lynn Ash-
craft and Reverend Joshua 
Sharp. Marcelle’s grandson, 
Brad Adams Beauchamp, will 
be presenting the eulogy. Burial will follow 
at Hillcrest Memorial Gardens in Orange.

Visitation will be held from 5:00 p.m. to 
7:00 p.m., Tuesday, June 6, at Claybar Fu-
neral Home in Orange.

Born in Shelbyville, Texas, on October 
11, 1923, she was the daughter of William 
O. and Lucille (Beard) Clark. Marcelle was 
a woman of great faith and a member of 
Trinity Baptist Church in Orange, actively 
participating in the Joy Sunday School 
Class. She worked diligently in the lab at 
DuPont for 30 years after traveling abroad 
extensively. Marcelle was later proudly 
elected as the first female County Commis-
sioner of Orange County. A few years down 
the line, Marcelle’s daughter went on to be 
elected as County Commissioner, making 
them the first mother-daughter duo in the 
state of Texas to have both held that title. 
Marcelle was a very independent and deter-
mined woman. She was on the National 
Advisory Board of the Salvation Army and 
was a very active member in the American 
Red Cross. Marcelle was also a member of 
both the Golden Kiwanis Club and the Ivy 
League Garden Club. She was a Master 
Gardener; known to have a green thumb 

and enjoyed working out in her 
yard as much as she could. 
During her free time, Marcelle 
loved to play a good game of 
bridge, visit her great-grand-
children in Houston, and eat 
Dairy Queen with her Lunch 
Bunch after Sunday services. 
Marcelle was an inspiration to 
people everywhere and will be 
fondly remembered by many.

She is preceded in death by 
her husband, Albert “Cowboy” Adams, Jr.; 
parents, William and Lucille Clark; sister, 
Marlene Ward; in-laws, Alan and Inez 
Hubbard; and brother-in-law, Charles Hub-
bard.

She is survived by her daughter, Theresa 
Beauchamp and husband, Frank; compan-
ion and dog, Noelle; grandson, Brad Adams 
Beauchamp and wife, Meagan; great-grand-
children, Mary Merle, Annabelle Marcelle, 
and Georgia Dale; sister, Margie Henry; 
and cousins, Betty James, Shirley Thorn-
ton, and Mike James.

Serving as pallbearers will be Roy Philp, 
Ebb Moore, Van Vandervort, Chipper 
Nance, Mike James, Dan Harris, and Scott 
Hasty. Honorary pallbearer will be Roger 
Walker.

The family would like to extend a special 
thank you to Marcelle’s caregivers, Tresa 
Hebert, Myrna Trahan, Elaina Vickers, 
Rhianna Bullock, and Hospice of South 
East Texas. 

In honor of Marcelle, donations can be 
made to Trinity Baptist Church in Orange; 
1819 North 16th Street, Orange, Texas 
77630.

Marcelle Adams
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The Bridge City school district has hon-
ored teachers and staff for the 2022-23 
school year. Teachers of the Year are Jenni-
fer Fall of Bridge City Elementary, Brittany 
Lee of Bridge City Intermediate, Marty 
Taylor of Bridge City Middle, and Daniel 
Auchenback of Bridge City High.

Fall  was named Elementary Teacher of 
the Year and Auchenback was named Sec-
ondary Teacher of the Year.

Judith Brownlie was named as one of the 
regional winners of the Wayne A. Reaud 
Award for excellence in education. The 
special award, which includes a cash prize, 

goes for educators for their longterm work 
in the field.

The district also honored retirees Judith 
Brownlie, Beverly Delahoussaye, Deborah 
Ellender,  Pauline Hall, Mary Heslep, Gina   
Mannino, Linda Simon, Tammy Stark, and 
Gay Vela.

Superintendent Dr. Mike Kelley also gave 
service awards, with Linda Simon of Bridge 
City Elementary honored for 40 years with 
the district.  Kara Brinson has 30 years of 
service, with Christi Wiegreffe and Edith 
Peet recognized for 25 years of service. 
Those with 20 years of service are Corrin 
Gonzales, Gina Mannino, Sherry Moore, 
Betty Diabo, and Kinnley Rodrigue.

BCISD honors teachers and
staff for career accomplishments
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heavy haul trucks that will 
be transporting the mod-
ule pieces of the new plant, 
which will be barged down 
Cow Bayou. Digital mes-
sage boards have been 
flashing information 
about the traffic for the 
past two weeks. 

The company describes 
heavy haul loads as those 

exceeding 55,000 pounds. 
The company has already 
set Gate 2 along Highway 
87, across from the Orange 
County Airport between 
Bridge City and Orange as 
the entrance for trucks. 
Highway lanes there have 
been widened and one 
lane of traffic has been set 
aside for the trucks by a 

concrete barrier.
The company said heavy 

haul trucks must remain 
in the right lane. In addi-
tion, trucks leaving the 
site at Gate 2 must turn 
right and travel on North 
Highway 87, rather than 
try to cross traffic lanes. 

The time schedule for 
the heavy loads is set for 

October this year until 
April 2025. Chevron Phil-
lips has bought property 
along Cow Bayou and is 
building a barge unload-
ing site. An estimated 200 
barge transfers are ex-
pected for the 350 mod-
ules of the plant.

Orange County Com-
missioners Court Tuesday 
was set to hear a report on 
the needs for setting rules 
and standards for RV park 
developments, but new 
state rules made the court 
delay.

County Engineer Corey 
Oldbury said he was set to 
give his findings and sug-
gestions, but Assistant 
County Attorney Denise 
Gremillion said she still 
needed to study recent 
state laws on what the 
county can do.

The issue is important 
to the county because of 
the influx of construction 
workers to the area for the 
many building projects, 
including the $8.5 billion 
Golden Triangle Polymers 
plant. Many construction 
workers buy RVs with 
their per diem expenses 
pay and bring them from 
job to job. Others find 
renting an RV in a park 
less expensive than long-
term hotel rates or local 
apartments.

County Judge John Go-
thia said he needs to find 
out which parts of pro-
posed legislation on RV 
parks passed in the recent 
session of the Texas Legis-
lature, which ended May 

29 with hundreds of new 
bills passed and hundreds 
others failing or left be-
hind without a full vote.

One of the proposals 
during the session was to 
make all RV parks in the 
state follow national re-
quirements, rather than 
having each county set 
their own rules. 

In other business, the 
court approved spending 
$30,000 a year for a new 
software system for the 
Orange County District 
Attorney’s Office. Assis-
tant District Attorney 

Krispen Walker said the 
new system will allow the 
office to upload and down-
load evidence quicker and 
easier.

The system is iCrime-
Fighter and is being used 
in Jasper County. Judge 
Gothia said MIS Director 
Lisa Reeves studied the 
system and checked with 
other counties using it.

Walker said a 2014 state 
law requires prosecutors 
to share all evidence in 
criminal cases with de-
fense attorneys. The law 
was passed after an inno-

cent man was freed from 
prison years after being 
convicted of murder. A 
judge determined the 
prosecutor in that case 
with held evidence that 
would have helped the 
man show his innocence.

Walker said more and 
more evidence is coming 
from surveillance cameras 
and body cameras on law 
enforcement officers. Un-
der the current system in 
Orange, police depart-

ments have to burn a disc 
and then upload it into the 
computer system. Many 
times problems in the sys-
tem’s load make transmit-
ting videos difficult.

With the new system, 
the videos can be trans-
ferred easily directly on-
line. Walker said some po-
lice departments may get 
the same system and offi-
cers will be able to submit 
all the case interviews and 
evidence directly to the 

DA’s office.
The court also approved 

a budget transfer of 
$79,000 from the contin-
gency fund of the Risk 
Management Department. 
The transfer will allow the 
county to pay a premium 
increase of $92,500 for 
property insurance. Coun-
ty Auditor Pennee 
Schmidt said the insur-
ance has increased 55 per-
cent.

MARGARET TOAL
For The Record

first used to identify the 
container.    

First Presbyterian 
Church in Orange adopt-
ed the same name for its 
box as suggested by Randy 
Branch a member on the 
Outreach Committee.  
Branch is also the mayor 
of the City of West Orange 
and indicated his city is 
working to design a shar-
ing container which they 
plan to call a Blessing Box 
to be located in Seale-Al-
ford Plaza near the city 
hall in West Orange. 

Constructing the Bless-
ing Box was based on ex-
amples found by Rehfuss 
and was handled by com-
mittee members Bobby 
and Vanessa Craigue at 
First Presbyterian Church.  
Bobby Craigue comment-
ed, “At first we thought it 
was going to be kind of 
small and wondered why 
others didn’t build theirs 
any bigger, but when we 
lifted it up on the pole 
empty we thought this is a 
good size.”

The final apparatus is 
24 inches wide, 30 inches 
tall, and 12 inches deep.  
The box sits on a post lift-
ing it 44 inches off the 
ground.

A sign prepared by OC-
ARC is attached to the 
post.  The sign reads 
BLESSING BOX. Take 
what you need.  Give what 
you can.  Above all, be 
blessed.  First Presbyteri-
an Church.  

Donations to the Bless-
ing Box are greatly appre-
ciated.  The door on the 
box can be easily opened 
and items put inside be-
fore closing the transpar-
ent front of the box.

 Blessing Box are any 
product that has been 
opened or partially used, 
has a glass container, or 
has a container with no la-
bels on it.  

The Blessing Box at First 
Presbyterian Church in 
Orange is the first such 
box in the City of Orange.  
It is located near the 
Gillespie Building on 

Ninth Street where the 
church operates a soup 
kitchen between 11:30 
AM and 12:30 PM every 
Tuesday and Friday.   

In Bridge City a Blessing 
Box is at St. Paul Method-
ist Church located at 1155 
W. Roundbunch Road.  
The youth group at the 
church built the container 
over a year ago and mem-
bers do their best to keep 
it filled with non-perish-
able food and other per-
sonal hygiene items. 

Another Blessing Box 
can be found in Pinehurst.  
That Blessing Box is locat-
ed across the street from 
Destiny Church at 3423 
Martin Street.

The Orange Public Li-
brary on Fifth Street in 
downtown Orange does 
have its own Blessing Box 
outside the front of the li-
brary.  Instead of non-per-
ishable food items it holds 
writing paper, pencils, 
pens, and other such sup-
plies.

Blessing Box From Page 1

Traffic changes ahead From Page 1

New RV park rules for Orange County delayed

County Engineer Corey Oldbury said he was set to give his 
findings and suggestions, but Assistant County Attorney De-
nise Gremillion said she still needed to study recent state 
laws on what the county can do.

RECORD PHOTO: Margaret Toal

BCCC hosts scavenger hunt

Fifty-two businesses in 
Bridge City are participat-
ing in a summer scavenger 
hunt that can make the 
winner $500 richer.

The Bridge City Cham-
ber of Commerce is spon-
soring the contest as a way 
to introduce more of the 
public to local businesses 
and what they offer. Be-
sides the grand prize, a 
number of the merchants 
and business services are 
handing out special gifts 
to scavenger hunt players 
who visit them.

Chamber Director 
Mandy Lyda said the scav-
enger hunt, which started 
this week, will run 

through July 31. “We 
wanted to give enough 
time for people to go to all 
the businesses,” she said. 

Anyone can participate 
and there is no age restric-
tions on winning. “It 
would be a fun thing for 
the family to take their 
kids,” Lyda said.

All it takes is to read a 
clue online and start with 
that site. Participants can 
the scan a QR code on 
their cell phone and then 
go to the next business for 
another clue. The person 
who visits the most busi-
nesses at the end of July 31 
will win a $500 gift card. 

Lyda said if people tie 
for the most businesses, a 
drawing of those will be 

held to determine the final 
winner.

“Our goal is just  to get 
people into local business-
es and see what they have 
to offer,” she said. “People 
drive by businesses every-
day and they often don’t 
know what the businesses 
are about.”

The Bridge City Cham-
ber of Commerce is at 150 
West Roundbunch Road. 
More information on the 
scavenger hunt and the 
chamber is available by 
calling 409-735-5671 
during regular business 
hours of 8 a.m. to 3 p.m. 
Mondays through Thurs-
days, and on Fridays from 
8 a.m. to noon.

MARGARET TOAL 
For The Record
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From the Creaux’s Nest
LUNCH BUNCH ANNIVERSARY 

DELAYED ONE WEEK

The Wednesday Lunch Bunch 32nd anniversary 
gathering has been postponed due to the funeral ser-
vice Wednesday, June 7, at 11:00 a.m., for former 
county commissioner Marcelle Adams, age 99, who 
passed away June 3. The Lunch Bunch will celebrate 
its 32rd anniversary this coming Wednesday, June 14. 
For many years Marcelle Adams had attended the 
Lunch Bunch gatherings. Most members will be at-
tending her funeral at Claybar Funeral Home Or-
ange at 11:00 a.m.

REMEMBERING COMMISSIONER
MARCELLE ADAMS

Marcelle Adams was the first woman county com-
missioner in Orange County. She was a 30-year em-
ployee of Dupont. She was highly respected by every-
one who knew her and was very involved in public 
service. Many stories have been told of how Marcelle 
always extended a helping hand to any family in need. 
She and her late husband, Cowboy Adams, were one 
of the better known couples in Orange County be-
cause of their involvement in the community. Un-
known to most, Cowboy was an underwater welder 
and deep sea diver. On land he was a cowboy’s cow-
boy and Marcelle was his Ms. Kitty. They had one 
child, daughter Theresa Beauchamp, who followed in 
her mother’s footsteps and became only the third fe-
male to serve as county commissioner. I will always 
remember when Marcelle called me and said, “There-
sa is going to run for county commissioner, I hope 
you can support her.” Besides knowing Theresa and 
Frank for a longtime, I had been friends of her parents 
and had helped Marcelle in her campaign for county 
commissioner. I had not seen her since we went un-
derground for COVID, but about three years before, 
at age 96, she was still driving herself to the Lunch 
Bunch gatherings. She only had a few dents in her car. 
She was a remarkable lady. The Adam’s left their 
mark. They came, they served and spread goodwill. 
Today, after a long wait she and her Cowboy are re-
joined. May she rest in peace. Condolences to Theresa 
and her family and to all the friends she leaves be-
hind. Please see obituary.

AUDREY LAPEYROLERIE
A PILLAR OF THE COMMUNITY

Audrey McCrory Lapeyrolerie, 98, of Bridge City, 
passed away on June 2, 2023, at her home. A Mass of 
Christian Burial will be 11:00 a.m., Saturday, June 10, 
2023, at St. Henry Catholic Church in Bridge City. 
Officiating will be Father Ernie. Burial will follow at 
Hillcrest Memorial Gardens in Orange, Texas. Visita-
tion will be held from 5:00 p.m. to 8:00 p.m., Friday, 
June 9, 2023, at Claybar Funeral Home in Bridge City. 
The Cursillo Rosary will begin at 6:30 p.m. She and 
her husband moved to Bridge City 70 years ago with 
their first four children. They raised their children in 
the Catholic faith in the Bridge City School District. 
The Lapeyrolerie’s of Bridge City were as much a part 
of the community as the Rainbow Bridge. Audrey, the 
monarch of the family, was a pillar of the community 
she loved and had served. Please see obituary.

 
TURNING BACK THE HANDS OF TIME

10 Years Ago-2013

Kree Harrison, is on a busy schedule. Tuesday 
night, June 4, she sang on the Grand Ole’ Opry with 
Keith Urban and Kellie Pickler. Wednesday, Kree 
will perform during the Country Music Awards. She 
will begin touring with American Idol on July 19. 
The group will perform in Houston July 28. Mean-
while, she will be working on her new album, search-
ing to find just the right songs, many her own. She has 
released her single, “All Cried Out” and even though 
it hasn’t been revealed yet, it’s believed that Kree has 
a record deal waiting to be completed***** “Outlaw” 
a book about Waylon, Willie, Kris and the Rene-
gades of Nashville, written by Michael Streissguth, 
went on sale last week. It’s a look at how the outlaw 
music shook up Nashville in the late 1960’s and 1970’s. 
*****James Comey, a Justice Department official 
under President George W. Bush will be nominated 
by President Obama to replace Robert Muellier as 
head of the F.B.I.*****Judge Derry Dunn is watching 
his diet and has taken up walking in preparation for 
the adventure with his two boys in the Oregon coun-
try. They will kayak four miles, in 300 foot deep wa-
ter. His doctor sons have ordered an oversized kayak. 
*****Our friend, Patsy, at Patsy Peck Travel, tells us 
she has been busy booking trips. She has a couple 
coming up; one will be to New York. Patsy says the 
travelers really like New York.***** We were sorry to 
hear about the death of Fred Cervelli, age 79, who 
died May 29. Services were held at Claybar Funeral 
Home in Orange. Fred was the sports editor at the 
Orange Leader for many years. He had moved to 
Austin in the early 70‘s. He worked for the AFL-CI0 
as a spokesman.*****Jean Stapleton, 89, died over the 

weekend. Edith, or “Dingbat“ as she was called was 
the beloved wife of Archie Bunker on the hit TV 
show, “All in the Family.” *****Also dying in the last 
few days was Father Andrew Greeley who wrote 
more than 100 non-fiction works and over 50 novels. 
One of his last books was titled, “A Stupid, Unjust 
and Criminal War; Iraq 2001-2007.”***** Lannie 
Claybar would be 101 on this day. He died at age 57 
on Sept. 6, 1969.  

17 Years Ago-2006

Chief Deputy John Tarver turned in his letter of 
resignation to Sheriff Mike White, effective June 
16.*****Terry and Ella Steubing, in a surprise move, 
one day before graduation turned in their resigna-
tions from BCISD. Terry was high school principle 
and Ella was intermediate principle. Terry had been 
with BCISD 32 years, Ella 30 years.*****Dr. Darrell 
Myers is the superintendent at BCISD. *****Valedic-
torian at Bridge City High is Angela Evans; Or-
angefield High School Valedictorian is Zena 
Matlock.*****Friends lost but not forgotten. The 183 
graduates at Bridge City planted two sycamore 
trees in remembrance of students who died, Caleb 
Day and James Reeh.*****Sen. Lloyd Bentsen and 
country singer Billy Walker both died last 
week.*****The Bridge City Cardinal baseball team 
faces Cameron Yoe in Regional title game. Only eight 
teams remain. A victory would propel the Cards to 
UIL 3A state championship in Round Rock. The 
Cards ace pitcher is Kevin Angelle. Other seniors 
are Aaron Brougette, Brent Day, Derrick Coleman, 
Broc Haymon, Cody Sparks, Rory Scales, A.J. 
Hecker and Randy Jennings. The Cards swept Cam-
eron Yoe in two games, 9-5 and 6-3. The Cards take 
on Texarkana at Dell Diamond next. Billy Bryant is 
head coach, James Johnson assistant. *****The LCM 
Lady Bears captured the state title in an 11 inning 
game against Dripping Springs, 3-0. On the mound 
for the Bears was Cody Trahan. LCM won the first 
game 3-2 in 12 innings. *****Acadian Ambulance 
Service takes over Orange County Ambulance Ser-
vice on June 12.

 
47 Years-1976

Ray Granger and Louis Reed tried to beat the fast-
est train in the south, the Amtrack Sunset Limited, 
and lost. They were lucky, not many folks walk away 
from a train wreck.*****The first International Gum-
bo Cookoff was a large success. Chamber members 
and Ann McCollum had their stuff together. Around 
7,500 people attended. Ann and Lou Malcolm’s 
gumbo edged out Major Inman and Jim Graves. 
Some of the folks spotted were, “Teddy Bear” Cox, 
Liz Wickersham, Louis Dugas, H.D. Pate, Roy and 
Phyllis Dunn, Barbara Smith, Mrs. Cleo Hogan, 
Nita and Peter Henry, Lynn and Carol Emerson, 
Corky and Betty Harmon and Jerry Wimberly, who 
was being blood tested by M.J. Girlinghouse. M.J. 
said he found no pressure on Jerry at all. Gumbo 
Cookoff champions were Mildred Cobb, grand 
champion, Lennard Carlson, professional class, Mrs. 
Marshall Duhon of Bridge City, was named number 
one in amateur class.*****Bruce Tuppen, a fine young 
man, was killed in an auto accident last week. Bruce 
is the second son Jimmy Tuppen lost in auto 
accidents.*****Benis Lee and his children lost his wife 
and mother, Paula, a few days ago.*****Jim and Diane 
Crossland were in town to attend Mrs. Lee’s funeral. 
Diane will be moving from Canyon, Texas to Newkirk, 
Okla. where Jim, a longtime football coach has pur-
chased a Ford dealership. 

A FEW HAPPENINGS

Anyone who ever met C. Delle Bates will never for-
get him. The longtime businessman-inventor-artist 
died in late April at the age of 79. His family will be 
having a celebration of his life, along with a memorial 
art show at First Presbyterian Church in Orange on 
Friday, June 16, from 5 to 8 p.m. The art show is 
serving as a celebration of his life and will be set up in 
the church’s fellowship hall, 902 Green Avenue. After 
succeeding in business with his creation of an indus-
trial emulsion, Bates turned full time to his passion 
of painting a drawing. He even bought and restored a 
historic commercial building in downtown, turning it 
into a combination home, art studio and gallery. 
The celebration of his life will likely be as colorful as 
his paintings.*****Bassmasters Elite fishing tourna-
ment drew crowds to the Sabine River in Orange 
this past weekend, but no official word has been re-
leased on whether Orange set a new attendance re-
cord, but Tuesday Orange County Judge John 
Gothia said it looks like Orange may beat our previ-
ous record by a few. Two years ago, the county had 
40,000 people attend the four-day even, setting a 
Bassmasters record. The bass here may not be the 
big lunkers as caught in lakes, but the fishing here is 
challenging.  Gothia said some of the bass pros don’t 
get a chance to fish saltwater and stayed extra days 
to catch some red fish and flounder. As pro Greg 
Swindel posted on his Facebook, the anglers love to 
come to Orange because of the hospitality and 
crowds. The crowds even stayed, or came out specifi-
cally for the evening entertainment this year. Of 
course, it’s all free, except for food and drinks. 
Stephanie Roberts was there every day and Orange 
City Councilor Brad Childs was up before sunrise to 
take photographs of the anglers ready to run. Many 
people may not realize he is an accomplished pho-
tographer. Of course his wife, Terri, was there en-
joying the activities and helping out. Brandy 
and    Roderick Robertson, along with Stephanie 
Robinson, took their folding chairs out for the con-
certs. Richard Bonnin, an LCM grad who is a song-
writer and music affectionado, traveled from Hous-
ton to see the Randy Rogers Band. He sat with his 
mom, Della Gallien. Sister Rita Monson is the grant 
administrator for the city of Orange, and like many 
of the city’s employees, was likely out volunteering for 
the event. Of course David Jones of Gopher Indus-
trial was all over. He was instrumental, along with 
Gothia and Ida Schossow of the Greater Orange 
Area Chamber of Commerce, to entice the mam-
moth corporation of Bassmasters to come to 
Orange. Jones this year again sponsored the kids 
fishing tank, plus two of the concerts.*****Summer is 
here and people are traveling. Right now it looks like 

Italy is a popular draw for Orange County folks. 
Karen and Karl Wickham have been traveling 
around the Italian countryside with a group of Tex-
ans including Lucy Terry. One of their activities in-
cluded participating in a cooking school. Lucy’s Cafe 
will likely see some new items on the menu. Michael 
and Angelique Catt also took off for Rome and oth-
er cities and villages there.*****Tommy Mann, who 
helps keep track of the regional music scene for The 
Record, eloped with his companion Dana Skibo, to 
Colorado with friends for a nice honeymoon vacation. 
Heard their flight back to Houston on Monday took 
some strange flight paths as thunderstorms changed 
plans.*****Brandi Griggs of Bridge City likes to take 
off whenever she can and her break last week took her 
and her family to Pensacola, Florida.*****People cel-
ebrating their Gemini birthdays included Ginger 
Lee Veal, who turned 93. Eric Ellison, aka Captain 
Cornmeal, had a birthday to cap off an exciting 
week.*****The local fishing guide traveled with Bass-
master pros and film crews. Parott Captain Jack 
had to stay home. Also, the new barndominium for 
the two captains in the Cove neighborhood is almost 
complete. Monday was a big day for some local birth-
days with LSCO speech and drama teacher Kevin 
Doss marking it, along with musician-singer-song-
writer Britt Godwin, retired Heritage House Direc-
tor Carolyn Rose, and former Orange City Council-
or Tommy Ferguson. Another former Orange Coun-
cilor, Patrick Pullen had a birthday, along with Cory 
Broom, Kody Campbell, Mary Hanauer Sapp, Mar-
iana Gonales, Barbara Jane Hanneman, and Janelle 
Ramsey. Emma Ann Marie Rodriguez turned 5 and 
got spoiled by her grandmother.*****June has tradi-
tionally been the month for weddings, and it appears 
the anniversaries show that’s true. In the first week, 
we’ve seen Jane and Jerry Chesson have their 62nd 
anniversary, with David and Telisa Derosier mark-
ing No. 56. Retired Orangefield principle Jacque-
line Kyle and husband, Dr. Keith Kyle, had a big 
50th anniversary party with lots of out-of-town 
friends and relatives coming to celebrate the mile-
stone. County Commissioner Johnny Trahan and 
wife, Becky, had their 41st,  while their daughter and 
her husband, Cody and Mikah Tant also had an an-
niversary. Others included Becky and Tom Henry 
with No. 29, Carrie and W.T. Bryant with 20 years, 
Charles and Bianca Garrett with 17 years, also John 
and Dena Bean, Kenny and Toni Myers, and Chris 
and Kacey Burnitt.

BREAUX BIRTHDAY

A few folks we know having birthdays in the com-
ing week. June 7: Shirley Zimmerman, Richard 
Granger, Ashley LaRose. Billy Frank Bradberry 
and Logan Smith.*****June 8: Shon Jones, Tana 
Hightower, Walter Riedel celebrate on this 
day.*****June 9: Happy Birthday to Jennifer Reves, 
Dennis Monk, Karli Choate and Paige 
Olive.*****June 10: James Ardoin, Jennifer Turner, 
Tyler Derouen, Caroline Hennigan and Chris 
Riedel.*****June 11: Celebrating today is Judge Man-
dy White Rogers, Harold Adkins, and Lacey 
Wallace.*****June 12: finds Lindsay Hallman, Ron-
da Dishon, Candice Steele, Pam Williams, Caitlyn 
Vellanoueva, and Jesse Walles a year older.***** 
June 13: Celebrating today are Ryan Kelly, Duane 
Anthony, Susan Fisher and Tammy Droddy.  

CAJUN STORY OF THE WEEK

Tee-Neg Comeaux, wat make his living catching 
crawfish and game from da swamp, decided he could 
make more money working in the canning factory in 
Green Bay. While da craw fishing was slow he caught 
a plane out of New Orleans to Wisconsin. A well 
dressed man, carrying a brief case and laptop com-
puter, sit next to him. Tee-Neg introduce himself 
and say, “I catch crawfish for a living me but I’m on 
my way to work in da canning factory up nort.” The 
gentleman said he was a big time attorney from Chi-
cago. Tee-New say, “Boy, wit a job like dat, you must 
be smart you.”

Da man answer, “Yes, I am very intelligent. I have 
a doctorate in finance and a law degree from Yale.”

Tee-New say, “Keyaw!”
The gentleman say, “We can pass the time away 

wit a little game. You ask me a question and if I can’t 
answer it, I’ll give you a hundred dollars. Then I’ll 
ask you a question and if you don’t know the answer, 
you give me a dollar.” 

Tee-Neg said, “Well, I just finished the second 
grade me, all I got is Cajun common sense but I’ll 
play.”

Tee-Neg goes first; he axe, “Wat has ten eyes, 14 
legs, two tails and lives on da bottom of Bayou 
Tech?”

The lawyer say, “I don’t know the answer, here’s 
your hundred dollars. By the way, wat is it?”

Tee-Neg replaied, “Mais, I don’t know me, here’s 
your dollar.”

 
C’EST TOUT

VIOLET BROWN HELPED LAUNCH O.V.N.

When I first met Violet Chapman she was married 
to Fred, 29-years-old and the mother of three, Polly, 
Fred, Jr., and Lia. She was the first type setter we 
hired at the Opportunity Valley News. Fred was an 
employee of K.O.G.T. Radio for Ed Lovelace. Violet 
always looked forward to vacation times when she 
could go home to Florida. Those five people would 
cram into a little car and head out. Violet wasn’t only 
an employee, she was a friend. After 20 years of mar-
riage, she and Fred split up and she married Nor-
man Brown, a newspaper man who worked for the 
Orange Leader. They traveled the country together 
for 30 years. Today, everyone is gone; daughter Polly 
Gamblin is all who remain of the five folks we once 
knew. (Sidenote: Many of you might recall when as 
Progress chairperson Violet brought Don Williams 
and the Oak Ridge Boys to LCM football stadium.) 
She has now passed. A gathering will be held at a later 
date. Violet helped to create the column “Office 
Hound” in the O.V.N. that was a forerunner to the 
column “The Creaux’s Nest.”*****Don’t forget the 
advertisers  who bring you this paper. Take care and 
God bless.
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The Julie Rogers Gift of Life program will 
be giving free health screenings for men 
this Saturday, June 10, at the campus of the 
former Baptist hospital on Strickland 
Drive.

Appointments are necessary for the 
screenings, which will include a PSA for 

prostate cancer, along with testing of blood 
pressure, cholesterol, hepatitis C, and 
blood glucose. A physician will be on-site 
for a consultation. 

Appointments may be made through 
giftoflifebmt.org, or by calling 409-833-
3663.

The Bridge City Public Library will con-
tinue it Widows/Widowers group after the 
success of its opening meeting. The group’s 
purpose is to provide an opportunity for 
those who often lead lonely lives after the 
death of a spouse to have an outlet to share 
with others in the same situation. It is not a 
dating group but a place to gather, share 
with others and to play games as entertain-
ment. Snacks and coffee will be provided. 

We do require participants to call the li-
brary the Monday before the Friday of the 
meeting so that we can know how many to 
plan for.

Planned meetings will be from 10 am to 
noon on the following Fridays, May 5, May 
19, June 2, June 16 and July 7 and July 21. If 
you have any questions, call the library at 
409-735-4242. We look forward to getting 
to know you.

BC Library hosts widows support group

Free men’s health screenings on Saturday

Audrey McCrory Lapeyrolerie, 98 
Audrey McCrory Lapeyrol-

erie, 98, of Bridge City, Texas, 
passed away on June 2, 2023, 
at her home.

A Mass of Christian Burial 
will be 11:00 a.m., Saturday, 
June 10, 2023, at St. Henry 
Catholic Church in Bridge 
City. Officiating will be Fa-
ther Ernie. Burial will follow 
at Hillcrest Memorial Gar-
dens in Orange, Texas.

Visitation will be held from 5:00 p.m. to 
8:00 p.m., Friday, June 9, 2023, at Claybar 
Funeral Home in Bridge City. The Cursillo 
Rosary will begin at 6:30 p.m.

Born in Hobart, Louisiana, on March 18, 
1925, she was the daughter of Prentiss Mc-
Crory and Cora Delaune. Having lost her 
mother as an infant, the youngest of eight 
children, Audrey was raised by her aunt 
and uncle. She attended school at St. Gabri-
el, where she met her future husband, Arlie 
“Buster” Lapeyrolerie. They were married 
June 28, 1944, while Buster was on leave 
from the Navy. After the war they moved to 
Carville, Louisiana. In 1953 they moved to 
Orange, Texas with their first four chil-
dren, when Buster was hired at DuPont. 
The following year, they found a place in 
Bridge City, where they could pursue their 
dream of a “house full of kids, a big garden, 
and a yard full of chickens”. Four more kids 
soon followed.

Audrey Loved homemaking, gardening, 
cooking, sewing, and traveling (which of-
ten involved camping). She was a member 
of the Alter Society at St. Henry Catholic 
Church for many years and also volun-

teered at the Hospitality Center. 
Other favorite pastimes were go-
ing dancing almost every week-
end and attending yearly re-
unions with Buster’s Navy ship-
mates all over the country. Au-
drey will be missed beyond words 
by all who loved her and depend-
ed on her for her unconditional 
love, help, and guidance.

She is preceded in death by her 
husband, A.J. “Buster” Lapeyrol-

erie; parents, Prentiss McCrory and Cora 
Delaune; daughter-in-law, Sheri Fudge Lap-
eyrolerie; grandsons, Brad Lapeyrolerie 
and James Lapeyrolerie; daughters, There-
sa Lapeyrolerie, Nora Lapeyrolerie, and 
Cora Lapeyrolerie; sisters, Dot and Jewel; 
brothers, Edgar, Jimmy, Elegene, Bob, and 
Eldred; and her aunt and uncle who raised 
her, Roberta and Bill McCrory. 

She is survived by her daughters, Ann Li-
eby of Bridge City, Amy King of Bridge City, 
Janice Mahan and husband, Frank of 
Groves, Texas; and Jean Lapeyrolerie of 
Port Neches; sons, Arlie Lapeyrolerie and 
wife, Karen of Bridge City, Brad Lapeyrol-
erie and wife, Brenda of Bridge City, Bill La-
peyrolerie and wife, Shana of Woodville, 
Texas, and Paul Lapeyrolerie and wife, Lisa 
of Bridge City; her 18 grandchildren; her 18 
great-grandchildren; sister-in-law, Ina 
Brownlow; and numerous nieces and neph-
ews.

Serving as pallbearers will be Vince Lap-
eyrolerie, Michael Lapeyrolerie, John Lap-
eyrolerie, John Lewing, Scott Mahan, and 
James Ruggles.

Audrey Lapeyrolerie,

Phillip Benjamin Thompson, 69 
Phillip Benjamin Thomp-

son, 69, of Orange, Texas, 
passed away on June 4, 2023, 
in Beaumont, Texas. His be-
loved family was by his side 
after a bravely fought ten-year 
battle with cancer.

A memorial service will be 
held at 11:00 a.m., Thursday, 
June 8, 2023, at Claybar Fu-
neral Home in Orange. Offi-
ciating will be Deacon Hector 
Maldonado. 

Visitation will take place prior to the ser-
vice beginning at 10:00 a.m., Thursday, at 
Claybar Funeral Home in Orange.

Born in Norfolk, Virginia, on June 16, 
1953, he was the son of Benjamin Crable 
Thompson and Florence (Thibodeaux) 
Thompson. Phillip was a man of great faith 
and a member of St. Mary Catholic Church 
in Orange. He was employed at the Medical 
Center of Southeast Texas as a skilled Li-
censed Vocational Nurse. Phillip was the 
oldest of 6 and was responsible for teaching 
his siblings all about classic rock music and 
Ford Mustang cars. He was a registered 
member of the Boy Scouts of America and 
was recognized as a member of the Order 
of the Arrow. During his free time, Phillip 
enjoyed fishing, barbequing, and watching 
his favorite Houston Astros. He loved tak-

ing trips to the beach and spend-
ing time with his dear family.  
Phillip’s loved ones will treasure 
their memories of him and will 
miss him deeply. 

He is preceded in death by his 
parents, Ben Thompson and 
Florence Thibodeaux; and baby 
sister, Clarisse Thompson. 

He is survived by his wife of 
nearly 47 years, Betty Tallant 
Thompson of Orange; son, James 

Thompson of Orange; daughters, Clarissa 
Thompson of Austin, Texas and Kayleigh 
Thompson and partner, Jay Martinez of 
Austin; siblings, Greg Thompson and wife, 
Susan of Orange, Suzanne Thompson of 
Beaumont, Bruce Thompson and wife, 
Crystal of Orange, and Mark Thompson of 
Beaumont; and brother-in-law, John Tal-
lant and wife, Gwen; all of his many nieces 
and nephews; along with numerous other 
loving family and friends.

Serving as honorary pallbearers are Greg 
Thompson, Mark Thompson, Suzanne 
Thompson, John Tallant, Bruce Thomp-
son, and Jay Martinez.

In lieu of flowers, memorial contribu-
tions can be made to American Cancer So-
ciety: P.O. Box 6704

Hagerstown, Maryland 21741.

Phillip Thompson

Lester Anthony Saucier, Jr., 81

Ralph William Hebert, 85

On May 31, 2023, Lester 
Anthony Saucier, Jr. complet-
ed his masterwork of a life at 
81 years. Crawfish or crab 
boil?? Yea, that’s Lester.

Born on January 7, 1942 in 
Plaucheville, Louisiana at 
home, the culture, and colors 
of Louisiana never left him. 
He attended University of 
Southwestern Louisiana 
holding a Bachelor of Science 
degree in electrical engineering. A large 
portion of his education toward his degree 
was in the fields of mechanical and civil en-
gineering. He practiced professional engi-
neering from 1971 until 1 week before his 
journey. His decades of contribution and 
commitment included the Rotary Club and 
the Chamber of Commerce, just to name a 
few.

Lester’s zest for life extended beyond his 
work. He was a true outdoorsman. There’s 
not a golf course, hunting blind, or bayou 
he didn’t know like the back of his hand. It’s 
amazing how the tides, winds, or seasons of 
life didn’t fool him.  As we bid farewell to 
this exceptional outdoorsman, we take so-
lace in knowing that his spirit will forever 
roam the vast expanses he so dearly loved. 
Though his physical presence may be ab-
sent, his memory will continue to inspire 
us to cherish the moments he taught us - 
how to ‘bait the hook’, ‘breathe out slowly’ 

when pulling the trigger, and al-
ways put your money on LSU/
Saints/ULL.

His infectious laughter and 
unwavering sense of humor 
brought joy to even the most 
challenging moments. He was a 
loyal and compassionate friend, 
always willing to lend a helping 
hand, share a kind word, or tell a 
colorful joke.

He’ll be having a crawfish boil 
in heaven with the following loved ones: 
Lester A. Saucier, Sr. and Marie Saucier, 
daughter Donna Saucier Ferchak, Arlene 
Thibodeaux Saucier, Ryan C. Johnson, Jr., 
and Beau C. Johnson.

He is survived by his loving family: wife, 
Marialeice Jeffcote Saucier; seven children, 
Jade M. Saucier and wife Karen, Dana M. 
Dupuis and husband John, Tammy A. Sauc-
ier, Erron L. Saucier and wife Erika, Marc 
G. Saucier, Dominic J. Colletti, and Adri-
enne Poni Colletti; sister, Alice M. Duncan; 
14 grandchildren; 18 great grandchildren 
with another on the way; 2 great-great 
grandchildren, 5 Sister-in-laws, 5 Brother-
in-laws; nieces, nephews, great nieces, great 
nephews and extended family.

Rest in peace, dear friend.
A celebration of life will be held at the KC 

Hall in Bridge City, TX, Saturday, June 10th 
from 11 am to 2 pm.

Ralph William Hebert, 85, 
of Orange, Texas, passed 
away on May 29, 2023, at Vi-
dor Health and Rehab Nurs-
ing Home.

Funeral services will be 
held at 2:30 p.m., Saturday, 
June 3, 2023, at Claybar Fu-
neral Home in Orange. Offi-
ciating will be Mr. Jeff Bell. 
Burial will follow at Hillcrest 
Memorial Gardens.

Visitation will begin prior to the service 
at 1:30 p.m., Saturday, June 3, 2023, at Clay-
bar Funeral Home in Orange.

Born in Orange, Texas, on March 9, 1938, 
he was the son of Adam Hebert and Willie 
Mae (Parker) Hebert. Ralph served in the 
United States Army Branch. He also retired 
from the Texas Department of Transporta-
tion. Ralph belongs to The American Bowl-
ing Congress. He loved bowling, riding his 
bicycle and traveling. Ralph loved all kinds 
of animals. He was a wonderful person and 
enjoyed being surrounded by his loved 
ones. Ralph will be deeply missed by every-
one who loved him. 

He is preceded in death by his parents, 
Adam and Willie Mae Hebert; wife, Mil-

dred Hebert; son, Gary Sheffield; 
sisters, Joan Pittman and Grace 
Breaux; and nephew, Eddie (But-
ton) Higginbotham

He is survived by his daugh-
ters, Sheila Hebert, Valerie Bailey 
and son-in-law, Charles Bailey, 
Kathy Solly, and Vickie Simon 
and husband, Edward; grandchil-
dren, Colin and Breana Bailey, 
Karla Ward, Kasey Jones, Misty 
Smith and Chad Simon; nine 

great-grandchildren; four great 
great-grandchildren; nieces, Dianne Gib-
bons, Debbie Khan, and Laura Wade; neph-
ew, Lynn Chumley and Dorothy Berry; as 
well as other loving family and friends.

Serving as pallbearers will be Edward Si-
mon, Chad Simon, Charles Bailey, Colin 
Bailey, Sheila Hebert, and Breana Bailey. 
Honorary pallbearer is Mark Goble.

The family would like to say a special 
thank you to Vidor Health and Rehabilita-
tion Center and SETX Hospice in Orange, 
to all of the health care professionals who 
took good care of Ralph during this time, 
thank you to each and every one of you. – 
The Family of Ralph Hebert.

Lester Saucier, Jr.

Ralph Hebert

Wayne Bergeaux, 48, of Orange
Wayne Bergeaux, 48, of Or-

ange passed away on June 2nd 
at St. Elizabeth Hospital in 
Beaumont.

He was preceded in death 
by his father James Earl Shav-
er. He is survived by his girl-
friend Leanne Young; sons 
Cameron Bergeaux and Seth 
Bergeaux, mother Diane 
Shaver, siblings James Earl 

Shaver Jr “JJ”, Joseph Aaron Shav-
er and fiance Bailee Paddock; sis-
ter; April Greer and Shelly Trah-
an,  numerous nieces and neph-
ews.

He will be cremated and no 
service at this time.

Ralph Hebert

  Deaths & Memorials  
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Congratulations to our
BCHS ‘Class of 2023’

• Valedictorian: Marlee Michele Mouton
• Salutatorian: Audrey LeLeaux
• Magna Cum Laude Annalise Renee Briggs
• Magna Cum Laude Katie Renee Carcerano
• Magna Cum Laude Harley Grace Duhon
• Magna Cum Laude Ava Grace Gassen
• Magna Cum Laude Heavan Leigh Lynch
• Magna Cum Laude Isabella Ivelisse Moore
• Magna Cum Laude Aiden Patrick Richey
• Magna Cum Laude William Wallace Walpole
• Cum Laude Justin Anthony Abate
• Cum Laude Brandon Michael Barbosa
• Cum Laude JimSharon Bearden
• Cum Laude Anthony Ray Bellanger
• Cum Laude Ryker Stone Berry
• Cum Laude Tatum Elizabeth Ducote
• Cum Laude Dallas John Powers
• Cum Laude Arleigh Ann Watts
• Cum Laude Keaton Avery Watts
• Mackenzie Lynn May - Amaris Larkin
Antony Abarca
Elisa Azzolina
Laynee Marie Badgett
Alyssa Ann Bland
Kylee Nichole Block
Dina Nicole Boudreaux
Logan Scott Braneff
Bailey Christopher Brannon
Cale Dwayne Breaux
Julie Anne Breaux
Emma Grace Briggs
Lane Davis Brinson
Walker Evan Britten
Kaylen Leigh Broussard
Noah Joseph Broussard
Cadence Ann Marie Brown
Jailyn Elaine Brown
Jovani Alexander Brown
Micah James Christop Brumley
Westin Thomas Bryant
Justin Blake Burchfield
Jake Andrew Buysse
Landon Mark Byers
Christian Jeremiah Cane
Makenna Danae Carey
Leslie Aisha Carranza-Collazo
Kristine Marie Cervantes
Chandler Jean Chaffin
Jacelyn Lea Chapman
Hannah Lynn Chappell
Kristen Jade Chen
Camden Knox Clark
Bowman Keaton Cole
Braylen Jermand Collins
Jacob Brian Cooper
Kaydence Laureen Corkran
Rilee Jo Crouch
Alexis Lorena Dickerson
Ryder Ray Dietz
Grace Marie Dillow
Chadwick Sean Dinkins
Taryn Renee Doiron
Kerwin Israel Dominguez
Keaton James Doucet

Robert Drake
Jaycelyn Raye Duval
Penelope Rae Erpelding
Ryan Christopher Esquivel
MaKaylee Elizabeth Ferrell
Landon Douglas Belk Fincher
Luke Allen Flannigan
Dillon Patrick Fletcher
Gracelon Alane Freeman
Aiden Mamoru Fukuda
Katina Nicole Fuselier
Arturo Belen Garcia
Belle Monique Gaspard
Augustine Adriel Gomez
Chasse Ansley Goodwin
Cody Shane Gross
Kaden Patrick Gross
Kaelyn Hope Guillory
Karsyn Faith Guillory
Grant Christopher Hale
Shaun Austyn Hallman
Hannah Alexis Hardesty
Justyn Brooke Hargrave
Diana Alexandra Heraldez-Guzman
Ava Renee Hersey
Olivia Diana Hodge
Jordan Mathew Hodges
Kandis Jayde Huff
Kaden James Hull
Aamari Symone Kiana Hurst
Emmie Caroline Janckila
Julia Angelique Johnson
Kayden Daniel Kibodeaux
Jayston James King
Serenity Alexis Lane
Amaris Gail Larkin
Nathaniel Gando Lavapie
Thomas Henry Leleux
Kennadie Faith Leonard
Dakota Lynn Linder
Erin Denise Line
Matthew David Livingston
Morgan Ryann Louvier
Angela Jimena Lua Becerra
Mario Antonio Martin
Jaden Isaiah Martinez
Aidan Michael McAllister
Piper Marie McDaniels
Brandon Joseph McGowan
JoLee Kay McGuire
Gabriel Abram Fabricante Mediante
Pauline Adrielle Fabricante Mediante
Geolcy Celina Mena Flores
Brandon Joseph Milstead
Addison Marie Minter
Pacie Adelle Mires
Braleigh Michelle Molin
Saylor Grace Moreau
Alyx Justin Morris
Mason Cain Mosley
Joseph Walter Grindel Mott
Ashley Lizbeth Murphy
Corey Lynn Neil
Keith Ladell Neill

Parker Alan Norwood
Kylie Elizabeth Olive
Gamaliel Ortiz
Lillian Nicole Peet
Shannon Renee Peet
Jaden Lee Perkins
Braeden Daniel Pitre
Mason Cole Pruett
Mason Gaige Pruitt
Angel Manuel Ramirez
Austin Brandon Rayner
Aidan Eric Reeves
Brody Renshaw
Branden Travis Ringham
Daryl Makenzie Roberts
Eduardo Mireles Rodriguez
Fernando Mireles Rodriguez
Ivan Rodriguez Martinez
Haley Leann Ross
Joseph Lloyd Rougeau
James Alan Ruggles
Logan Paul Saltzman
Nabor Alejandro Sanchez
Ayden Cole Sanders
Sebastian Arturo Sandino
Daniela Santana
Emily Nayeli Saucedo
Seth Allen Dwayne Savant
Jordan Alexander Savoy
Kolby Wayne Schuff
Lucas Kal-El Sena
Trinity Ace Silva
Sierra Denae Simien
Zack Robert Soden
Bailey Paige Sonnier
Marissa Ann Soto
Marlie Elizabeth Strong
Brice Kaden Swanton
Paige Noel Michelle Taylor
Landen Mitchell Thomas
Autumn Rae Thomason
Aiden Anthony Trammel
Fox Eric Van Ee
Antonio Vargas Zavala
Jose Manuel Velazquez
Jadyn Elise Warren
Landon Kole Watts
Chloe Grace Wedekind
Caden Zachary Welch
Carolyn Diane Wilhite
Alexia Renai Willingham
Braddock James Willis
Jerry Aleksey Winfrey
Marlee Grace Woodruff
Allyson Lynn Yeaman
Melida Joxabeth
    Zavala Sanchez

Bridge City High School Graduation ‘Class of 2023’ Listed Below:

BCISD
Bridge City Independent School District

‘Best In Texas!’

bridgecityisd.net
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ORANGE, Texas — 
Brock Mosley got the 
monkey off his back and 
put the blue trophy on his 
mantle.

After enduring five sec-
ond-place finishes, includ-
ing the 2021 Elite event at 
the Sabine River, the an-
gler from Collinsville, 
Miss., in his eighth year 
on the Elite Series, tallied 
a four-day total of 44 
pounds, 3 ounces to claim 
his first pro-level win at 
the Folds of Honor Bass-
master Elite at Sabine Riv-
er.

“After five times walk-

ing off the stage and see-
ing my wife crying, I was 
starting to think it would 
never happen,” Mosley 
said with a quaking voice. 
“But I always said, ‘When 
it’s God’s timing, I’ll win 
one of these.’”

Mosley got off to a solid 
start with a 12th-place, 
Day 1 limit of 9-15. De-
spite losing two hours to a 
mechanical issue in the 
second rounds, he added 
11-7 and took over the lead 
on Day 2.

On Semifinal Saturday, 
Mosley anchored his best 
effort — a five-bass limit 
that weighed 12-14 — with 
a 4 1/2-pound kicker and 
expanded his lead to 3-1 

going into Championship 
Sunday. While big bites 
eluded him during the fi-
nal round, Mosley’s limit 
of 9-15 pushed him past a 
charging Clark Wend-
landt of Leander, Texas, by 
a margin of 2-13.

Along with the coveted 
Elite Series trophy, Mosley 
won the $100,000 top 
prize, pushing his career 
earnings with B.A.S.S. 
over $785,000.

“I never dreamed I’d be 
standing here after the 
practice I had,” Mosley 
said. “After the first day, I 
kinda got into a rhythm 
and every day I got a little 
more dialed in.”

Mosley’s strategy con-
trasted his 2021 game 

plan, in which the first 
three days saw him run-
ning 110 miles to fish in 
Clear Creek on Houston’s 
east side. He’d end up 
spending his final day of 
that event in local waters 
near Orange.

This time around, Mos-
ley split his first three days 
between a Sabine offshoot 
a couple miles downriver 
from the takeoff site and 
Taylor Bayou, about 45 
minutes south. His first 
area was an industrial wa-
terway encompassing Or-
ange Harbor Island with 
barges, seawalls and tie-up 
posts.

“I didn’t think it would 
be won in one specific area 
this week,” he said. “I 

thought this year it would 
be won out of a mixture of 
places. I didn’t feel like I 
could catch a big one in 
the Sabine River. So, every 
day I started (in the Har-
bor Island waterway) and 
then ran to Taylor to up-
grade. You gotta have a big 
fish to get you to the end.”

Taylor Bayou delivered 
multiple culls on Days 1 
and 2 but offered nothing 
helpful for Day 3.

“Today, when I started 
out with a quick limit for 8 
1/2 pounds, I said, ‘I’m go-
ing to make them beat me 
today. I’m not going to lose 
it by making a long run 
and wasting a bunch of 
time.’ So, I stuck around 
and grinded it out.”

After enduring a 
mid-morning drought, 
Mosley admittedly strug-
gled with his decision to 
ditch his Taylor Bayou trip 

The Orangefield golf 
team received further rec-
ognition of its outstanding 
achievements at the end of 
this school year during the 
13th Annual Babe Zahari-
as Foundation’s Award 
Ceremony held in Beau-
mont on May 31.  Brothers 
Xander and Lincoln Parks 
tied for Boys Golfers of the 
Year and Todd Trawhon 
was named the Boys Golf 
Coach of the Year.

Xander Parks won the 
Class 3A state golf tourna-
ment held in Austin on 
May 22-23.  Younger 
brother Lincoln Parks 
helped the Orangefield 
golf team coached by Todd 
Trawhon to finish in 
fourth place in the same 
state tournament.

This is the second year 

in a row that the two Or-
angefield golfers and their 
coach have been awarded 
by the Babe Zaharias 
Foundation.  Xander was 
the Boys Player of the Year 
and Lincoln was the Boys 
Underclassman of the 
Year in 2022 while Coach 
Trawhon was also selected 
as the Boys Golf Coach of 
the Year.

As a senior Xander 
graduated in May from 
Orangefield High School 
and will be attending Jack-
sonville College in the fall 
where he plans to contin-
ue to compete in golf.  Lin-
coln will be a junior at Or-
angefield High School 
next fall and is the lone 
Bobcat returning from the 
five-member team for 
Coach Trawhon to build 
his golf team around next 
school year.

Orangefield 
golfers capture 
Babe Zaharias 
Awards

H FRIDAY NIGHT FOOTBALL PREVIEW INSIDE

Mosley wins $100,000 top bass prize in Orange

DAN PERRINE
For The Record

Bassmasters Release
For The Record

Orangefield’s Xander Parks, Coach Todd Trawhon, and Lin-
coln Parks were honored during the Babe Zaharias Awards 
Ceremony with brothers Xander and Lincoln tying for Boys 
Players of the Year and Trawhon being named Boys Golf 
Coach of the Year.       RECORD PHOTO: Dan Perrine

Roberts Ford
ORANGE COUNTY’S FORD DEALER

Roberts

2023 FORD
F-150 XL

$44,261

Agate Black Metallic, Black Interior, 
4X2, , Automatic, V6, Stock No. 8723

MSRP: $47,380

2023 FORD
F-150 XL

$52,005

Avalanche, Black Interior,
4X4, Automatic, V6, Stock No. 8680

MSRP: $53,755

-$1,750
DEALER SAVINGS

2023 FORD
F-150 XL

$47,295

Antimatter Blue Metallic, Black Interi-
or, 4X2, Automatic, V6, Stock No. 8755

MSRP: $48,045

-$750.00
DEALER SAVINGS

-$3,119
DEALER SAVINGS

-$3,000
DEALER SAVINGS

NEW 2022 FORD
EDGE SE

$38,000

Iconic Silver, Ebony Interior, AWD 
Automatic, Engine: I4, 21 CITY / 28 

HWY, Stock No. 8632
MSRP: $41,000

Get $2,000
DEALER SAVINGS

-$3,547
DEALER SAVINGS

$52,403

2023 FORD
F-150 XLT

Area 51 Blue, Black Interior, 4X2, 
Automatic Trans., V6, 18 CITY / 25 

HWY, Stock No. 8738
MSRP: $55,950

-$3,936
DEALER SAVINGS

$59,789

2023 FORD
F-150 XLT

Hot Pepper Red Metallic Tinted 
Clearcoat, Black Interior, 4X4, Au-
tomatic Trans., V8, Stock No. 8730

MSRP: $63,725

1601 GREEN AVENUE • ORANGE, TEXAS • (409) 883-3581

GAVIN CALLARMAN
SALES EXECUTIVE

“Orange You Glad You Chose ROBERTS!”

2023 FORD
EDGE
MODELS

ON
THE
LOT!

ON
THE
LOT!

ON
THE
LOT!

ON
THE
LOT!

ON
THE
LOT!

ON
THE
LOT!

$2000 Retail Bonus Cash Program #11034: Take new retail delivery from dealer stock by 2023-07-05. $1,000 Reatil Bonus 
Cash Program #11034: Take new retail delivery from dealer stock by 2023-07-05. $1500 Retail Bonus Cash Program #11024: 
Take new retail delivery from dealer stock by 2023-07-05. $750 Reatial Bonus Cash Program #11024: Take new retail delivery 

from dealer stock by 2023-07-05. See dealer for complete details. 

0%  APR
FINANCING

FOR 36 MONTHS RETAIL CUSTOMER CASH

$3,000Plus
Get!

SUMMER
SAVINGS

Buy In Orange, Save More!

Brock Moseley took the $100,000 top prize at the Bassmas-
ters Elite fishing tournament held in Orange and received 
the big, blue trophy in front of thousands of fans this past 
Sunday. Waters in Louisiana were off-limits to the competi-
tors and Moseley took to bayous in the region.

PHOTO: Bassmasters MOSLEY WINS  Page 3B
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• Sabine Lake

GOOD. 80 degrees. 
Limits of trout can be had 
in the jetties with live 
shrimp under a popping 
cork against the rocks. 
Slot redfish are biting in 
the jetties on red crank-
baits or glo chartreuse 
1/16 ounce jig heads. 
When the winds are blow-
ing fish inland. Sabine 
Lake shell flats and rocks 
piles in 3-6 feet of water 
are holding trout and red-
fish on long drifts. This 
week the artificial bite was 
outperforming live 
shrimp. Shrimp continue 
to trickle out of the bayous 
and there is lots of bait in 
the system. Sabine Chan-
nel holding redfish and 
trout. Limits of flounder 
limits can be on plastics 
tipped with shrimp on the 
bulkheads in outgoing 
tides. The mudflats in the 
marsh are good for redfish 
and flounder. North Levee 
continues to boast good 
limits of trout early in the 
morning live shrimp un-
der a popping cork and 
topwater lures, then mid-
day on crankbaits and 
plastics. Neches River lim-
its of redfish on live mullet 
or live shrimp Carolina 
rigged, with some trout 
mixed in near buoys in 4-8 
feet of water. Report by 
Captain Randy Foreman, 
Captain Randy’s Guide 
Service Sabine Lake.

• Bolivar

GOOD. 74 degrees. The 
surf is starting to hold 
black drum, pompano, 
small sharks and the occa-
sional redfish. The gulf 
side of the north jetty is 
holding limits of sheeps-
head and trout against the 
rocks at the end using a 
popping cork with shrimp, 
free-line shrimp or croak-
er. Channel side holding 
some nice trout and big 
redfish on the bottom. Re-
port provided by Captain 
Raymond Wheatley, Tail 
Spotter Guide Service 
LLC.

• Trinity Bay

SLOW. 82 degrees. East-
ern shoreline of Trinity 
bay has begun to clear. 
Best catches are coming 
from the northwest end of 
the bay over shell reefs. A 
mix of speckled trout and 
redfish on live shrimp and 
soft plastics. Report by 
Captain David Dillman, 
Galveston Bay Charter 
Fishing.

• East Galveston 
Bay

FAIR. 83 degrees. De-
cent numbers of speckled 
trout being caught over 
open bay reefs, such as 
Hanna’s and Deep Reefs, 
using live shrimp and soft 
plastics. Birds working in 
the eastern end of the bay. 
Report by Captain David 
Dillman, Galveston Bay 
Charter. Surface water 

temperatures are 84 de-
grees and the water clarity 
is good in most places. 
There continues to be a 
large amount of freshwa-
ter in the Bay system, how-
ever trout can be caught 
without running too far 
from the launch spot in 
Stingaree Canal. Winds 
have been less than 15 
mph for the most part, 
this creates the opportu-
nity to fish most anywhere 
increasing success rates 
over the past week. There 
is a good number of bait-
fish or shrimp over shell 
and grass lines attracting 
the predator fish. Trout, 
redfish and black drum 
are biting live shrimp un-
der a popping cork, as well 
as purple with chartreuse 
paddle tails and 1 ⁄ 4 ounce 
jig heads. Fish close to the 
shoreline, with larger 
catches coming off open 
water reefs. Tide move-
ment as well as major 
feeding times are produc-
ing the best catches. Re-
port by Captain Jeff Bran-
don, Get the Net Guide 
Services, LLC. Yates Bay-
ou drain and Siever’s Cut 
are holding redfish against 
grass line on popping cork 
and shrimp. Hanna’s is 
great early on the same, or 
a twitching artificial. Look 
for birds, moving bait, and 
small slicks. Slicks have a 
fishy watermelon smell, so 
be sure to let your nose 
help guide you to fish. 
Deep Reef, Pepper Grove 
Cove to Moody’s Pass 
holding fish. Smith Point 
to Moody National Wild-
life. Look for schools of 
redfish under birds. Pearl, 
Chartreuse, big papa pure 
Pearl, and Strawberry are 
great colors. Report pro-
vided by Captain Ray-
mond Wheatley, Tail 
Spotter Guide Service 
LLC.

• Galveston Bay

FAIR. 80 degrees. Good 
numbers of speckled trout 
coming from the gas wells 
and rocks located in the 
middle of Galveston Bay. 
Still a few fish being 
caught along the shore-
lines near Eagle Point. 
Lots of black drum being 
caught on any type of 
structure. Best bite is on 
live shrimp and croaker. 
Report by Captain David 
Dillman, Galveston Bay 
Charter Fishing. The Surf 
is on fire from Pleasure 

Pier to Surfside is for 
speckled trout, pompano, 
jack crevalle on live 
shrimp under a popping 
cork, or croaker on an 
OCTO Circle with small 
chatter weight. The South 
Jetty holding big redfish, 
with some nice sharks on 
the end. Gulf side is on fire 
for speckled trout, sheeps-
head, pompano and red-
fish close to rocks on pop-
ping cork with live bait, 
free-lined shrimp, Caroli-
na rigged float with 
shrimp, or chatterweight 
and croaker. Channel side 
holding trout close to 
rocks popping cork with 
live shrimp. 61st Pier has 
some bulls being caught 
on spoons as well as bait. 
A few jack crevalle mixed 
in. The causeway and Peli-
can Island Bridge are hold-
ing redfish. Report provid-
ed by Captain Raymond 
Wheatley, Tail Spotter 
Guide Service LLC.

• West Galveston  
   Bay

GOOD. 84 degrees. 
Birds are working over 
schools of speckled trout 
in the upper end of the 
bay. Structure on the east-
ern side of the causeway 
bridge holding speckled 
trout along with a few red-
fish. Live shrimp under 
popping corks working 
best. Report by Captain 
David Dillman, Galveston 
Bay Charter Fishing. 
Greens Lake holding red-
fish against grass lines and 
by sandy shores early. 
Wade anglers are having 
success for speckled trout 
and the occasional redfish 
on and around the south 
shoreline where there is 
hard sand. The east side of 
Oyster Creek is holding 
some redfish for wade an-
glers. Mecom Reef will 
have fish on it early up by 
rocks with artificial or live 
bait free-line or under 
cork. As the winds pick up 
fish in protected waters 
with bait moving around. 
Fish are under birds 
around Confederate and 
Carancahua Reefs. Ease in 
on the birds for fish at 
least 75 yards riding a drift 
that will get you there 
quickly. Report provided 
by Captain Raymond 
Wheatley, Tail Spotter 
Guide Service LLC.

• Houston
FAIR. Water stained; 78 

degrees; 0.15 feet above 
pool. Fishing patterns are 
holding steady. Catfish are 
biting in 15-20 feet of wa-
ter on shad. Crappie are 
good in 8-16 feet of water 
in open water and on 
brush piles using black 
and chartreuse or blue and 
white jigs off the bottom. 
Bass have pushed out to 
6-10 feet of water using 
chatterbaits, or Texas 
rigged worms. White bass 
are good under the lights 
at night with rattletraps 
and double rigged jigs. Re-
port by Jason Machala, JM 
Fishing Guide Service.

• Texas City

FAIR. 82 degrees. Gal-
veston beachfront and jet-
ties good for speckled 
trout on live shrimp and 
croakers. Lots of big 
sharks being caught along 
with bull redfish. A 60 
inch tarpon was caught 
and released a few miles 
from the beach. Texas City 
Dike is good at night for 
speckled trout. Report by 
Captain David Dillman, 
Galveston Bay Charter 
Fishing. The Dike is good 
for trout at night under 
lights, and the SWP is 
good day and at night free 
lining shrimp or shrimp 
under popping cork near 
the rocks. Campbell hold-
ing fish under birds. Lim-
its of trout near the rocks 
early live shrimp. Mosqui-
to Island holding trout 
and occasional red early. 
Moses Lake holding fish 
under birds early. Fish 
holding near the piers 
from top water grill to Ea-
gle Point. Gas Wells has 
trout action on croaker. 
Halfmoon shoal holding a 
few redfish and black 
drum. Report provided by 

Captain Raymond Wheat-
ley, Tail Spotter Guide 
Service LLC.

• Freeport

FAIR. 76 degrees. Trout, 
redfish, pompano and 

whiting are good in the 
surf. Trout, redfish, 
gafftop and catfish are 
good in the bay under the 
birds. Flounder are good 
in cuts coming into the 
bay. Report by Captain 
Jake Brown, Flattie Daddy. 

OC SOFTBALL Page 3B

Gulf Coast Fishing Reports
This week’s Texas Gulf Coast Fishing Reports was compiled by Texas Parks and Wildlife Department

Redfishing is heating up in Gulf Coast  saltwater estu-
aries and bays.

The Lakes
• Toledo Bend Fishing Report

GOOD. Water stained; 75-79 degrees; 0.62 feet below 
pool. The water level is 171.37 with no generators run-
ning. Water temperature at the Dam is 77 degrees. 
North of the three-mile Pendleton bridge, temperatures 
have been running 75-79 degrees. The shad spawn is 
winding down, and now the bluegill spawning beds will 
be the key for that big bass bite using swim jigs in blue-
gill colors with a short trailer in green pumpkin and wa-
termelon red with just a little tail dip in chartreuse. 
Look for a hard sandy bottom where the Bluegill can 
spawn on shallow points close to deep water. Some big-
ger bass are being caught on the main lake using Caroli-
na rigs with a 10-12-inch old monster worms in colors 
watermelon red, watermelon red candy, black/red flake 
and tilapia gold over brush piles and edges of the river 
channel. Pay close attention to your thermocline as this 
can make or break your fishing day. Crappie bite is still 
heating up offshore using minnows and jigs. While fish-
ing deep for Crappie using minnows you might catch 
several types of fish like Catfish, White Bass, Bluegill, 
and Gaspergou. The frog bite has been producing on 
popping frogs and hollow body frogs late in the evenings 
over vegetation. Flyrodders are catching quality Bass 
over vegetation using 8 and 10 weight fly rods. Top flies 
this week have been a weighted spoon fly black with red 
glitter, a Stealth Goober, and shad imitation topwater 
popper fly. Safety reminder: sunscreen, sunscreen, sun-
screen! Remember, it is always better to play it safe by 
telling a loved one or friend the area you will be fishing, 
how many people are in your party and the expected re-
turn time. Good luck and keep casting forward! Report 
from Master Captain Steve “Scooby” Stubbe, Mudfish 
Adventures LLC, Orvis Endorsed Fly Fishing Guide, and 
Mudfish Custom Rod Shop.

• Sam Rayburn Fishing Report

GOOD. Water stained; 77 degrees; 0.63 feet above 
pool. Bass topwater bite is picking up, and wacky worms, 
spinnerbaits and Carolina rigs are good on offshore 
ridges and humps. Crappie are good with mostly smaller 
sized fish being caught on brush piles and timber using 
minnows and jigs. Blue and channel catfish are good off 
points in 20 feet of water with cut bait. White bass are 
roaming on humps and points. Report by Captain Lynn 
Atkinson, Reel Um N Guide Service.
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and stick with local wa-
ters. Sensing he needed 
more weight and watching 
his fishing time dwindle, 
he pondered his options.

“At 11 o’clock, I was 
starting to question my-
self and I almost pulled 
the plug and made the 
run,” he said. “But I made 
myself stay and it wasn’t 
long after I caught one 
that helped. That calmed 
me down, and I ended up 
culling two or three times 
this afternoon.”

Mosley started his 
mornings with an old Reb-
el Pop-R that required ret-
rofitting.

“I pulled it out of my 
tackle box and the hooks 
were rusted, so I changed 
them to Trokar treble 
hooks,” Mosley said. “I 
didn’t lose any fish on that 
bait.”

After the morning top-
water window, he turned 
to a 4-inch Yamamoto 
Senko in black/blue and 
junebug. He Texas-rigged 
the plastic bait for flipping 
Taylor Bayou’s natural 
shorelines and rigged it on 
a power shot when he tar-
geted seawalls with sub-
surface rails.

Placing second with 41-
6, Wendlandt improved 
daily with weights of 10-3, 
8-13, 10-6 and 12-0. 
Wendlandt anchored his 
final limit with a 4-2 that 
bit around 9:10 and rock-

eted him into the unoffi-
cial second-place spot on 
BassTrakk.

“When I set the hook on 
that fish, I said, ‘This is 
the one I need,’” Wend-
landt recalled. “I broke 
one off late in the day. 
Where I was fishing, there 
were a lot of abrasions and 
it just happens.”

Spending most of his 
time in Hildebrandt Bay-
ou, Wendlandt caught his 
bass on a 1/2-ounce Strike 
King tungsten jig with a 
Strike King Baby Rage 
Craw trailer and a 
5/16-ounce Strike King 
spinnerbait with double 
Colorado blades.

Matty Wong of Honolu-
lu, Hi., finished third with 
39-8. Making his first Top 
10 appearance, Wong 
turned in daily weights of 
6-7, 13-13, 8-13 and 10-7.

Also fishing the Orange 
Harbor Island waters, 
Wong caught his fish on a 
Megabass Super-Z Z3 
spinnerbait, a Megabass 
Super-Z Z2 crankbait and 
a flipping rig comprising a 
Megabass Rock Hog on a 
3/0 Gamakatsu G-Finesse 
flipping hook with a 
1/4-ounce Freedom Tung-
sten weight.

“When (Bassmaster 
Emcee Dave Mercer) an-
nounced the Top 10 on 
Day 3, it made me start to 
cry,” Wong said. “Less 
than two years ago, I was 

driving a 1991 Ranger 
with one working graph 
and one working gas tank. 
The fact that I get to chase 
these little green monsters 
across the nation as a job 
completely blows my 
mind.”

Mosley took home an 
additional $3,000 for be-
ing the highest-placing en-
trant in the Toyota Bonus 
Bucks program while 
Wong earned $2,000 for 
being the second-highest 
placing entrant

As part of the Yamaha 
Power Pay program, 
Wendlandt earned an ad-
ditional $2,500 as the 
highest-placing entrant 
and ninth-place angler 
Kenta Kimura of Japan 
claimed an additional 
$1,500 for being the sec-
ond-highest placing en-
trant. 

Day 1 leader Chad Pip-
kens of DeWitt, Mich., 
won the $2,000 Phoenix 
Boats Big Bass of the Tour-
nament award with the 
5-12 largemouth he caught 
on Day 1.  

Pipkens also won the 
$2,000 VMC Monster Bag 
award with his opening 
limit of 14-7.

Clifford Pirch of Payson, 
Ariz., won the $1,000 
BassTrakk Contingency 
award for the most accu-
rate weight reporting.

Alabama pro Kyle 
Welcher finished seventh 

with 36-6 and leads the 
Progressive Insurance 
Bassmaster Angler of the 
Year standings with 511 
points. Brandon Cobb of 
Greenwood, S.C., is in sec-

ond with 499 points, fol-
lowed by John Cox of De-
Bary, Fla., with 483, Tyler 
Rivet of Raceland, La., 
with 467, and Drew Cook 
of Cairo, Ga., with 456.

Will Davis Jr. of Syla-
cauga, Ala., finished 39th 
with 21-6 and leads the 
Dakota Lithium Bassmas-
ter Rookie of the Year 
standings with 449 points.

Everybody likes a little “lagniappe” sometime

For most of us who have 
spent time around the Ca-
jun French way of life or 
culture the word “la-
gniappe” usually brings a 
smile to your face because 
it means “a little some-
thing extra”. I could not 
think of a better word to 

describe 
how things 
are going 
in my little 
part of the 
world at 
the mo-
ment, it fi-
nally feels 
like a cor-

ner has been turned and 
the destination, even 
though it may be farther 
than we think, is actually 

beginning to come into 
view. After more days 
than I care to recount it 
appears that some of the 
old reliable patterns that 
we counted on for so long 
to catch fish are finally 
starting to produce again 
and make things resemble 
something normal.

I am personally trying 
to temper my enthusiasm 
with caution because it 
could all disappear as fast 

as it showed up. Until that 
time comes lets all enjoy 
it.

Looking back at many 
years of notes it’s not hard 
to put a plan together 
based on all that historical 
data accumulated. Several 
patterns jump out to be 
noticed right from the 
start. Consistent weather 
does nothing but increase 
every anglers odds be-
cause every inch of water 

becomes fishable, from 
offshore to the shallowest 
of marshes, and that 
means every angler can 
pursue their favorite fish 
like they prefer. A couple 
of patterns that usually 
grab the lions share of at-
tention are hustling big 
trout off the jetty systems 
and near shore rigs before 
daylight as well as working 
flocks gulls picking brown 
shrimp in the open bay. 

Both of these patterns are 
paying big dividends right 
now and that should do 
nothing but get better as 
we get deeper into the 
summer months.

The pre dawn topwater 
bite is one that no angler 
should miss down on the 
rocks, it can be absolutely 
epic in every sense from 
numbers of fish to the size 

UZZLE Page 4B

Along with the coveted Elite Series trophy, Mosley won the $100,000 top prize, pushing his 
career earnings with B.A.S.S. over $785,000.             RECORD PHOTO: Dan Perrine

OUTDOORS
Capt. Chuck Uzzle
For The Record

Chuck Uzzle

Mosley wins top bass prize
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Summers here, okay, well 
maybe not officially! It’s easy to 
tell when summer arrived and 
not just by wiping away sweat 
while working outdoors as our 
daytime temperature rapidly in-
creases, surpassing 90F on sev-
eral occasions. I’m talking about 
the weed population, it seems to 
have exploded exponentially, 
over a very short period. 

Gardeners, if I were to ask you 
your least favorite gardening 
task, the resounding response is 
always ‘weeding’.  Weeds are 
‘sneaky’, destructive, and often 
obscure, growing quickly by 
robbing water and nutrients 
from the soil which beneficial 
plants require. 

Believe it or not, there are 
‘right’ and ‘wrong’ ways to re-
move weeds from our garden ar-
eas, so let’s ‘dig’ into a few of the 
best ways to extricate weeds 
from our garden and free-up 
some time to relax and enjoy our 
outdoor spaces!

Weed Now (Just Do It)- allow-
ing weeds to tower over benefi-
cial plants and vegetables makes 
matters far worse when it’s time 
to remove them. 

Get the Root- grasp the base 
of the weed, take your time, and 
grasp all leaves around the base 
and the stem, gently tug the 
weed from the soil, Ensure the 
roots are removed, otherwise 
the weed will break into two 
pieces with the roots remaining 
in the soil which means it will 
return! Note: there are weeds 
which are stubborn, such as 
thistle varieties, grow deep roots 
but are extremely difficult to 
pull because they have prickly 
stems and foliage that can pierce 
most gardening gloves, so use 
heavy leather gloves. 

Use the Right Tools- using 
the right tool for the job can 
speed up the weed removal pro-
cess. Chose ergonomic tools 

that are crafted well, including 
solid handles with comfortable 
grips. Kneeling, standing, and 
stooping repetitive motion plac-
es stress on a gardener’s legs, 
shoulders and lower back. 
Choose wisely before investing 
in gardening tools to keep you 
from ‘pulling’ something other 
than weeds! 

Prevention- stop the weeds 
from germinating by using a 
pre-emergent herbicide. Sprin-
kle the granular herbicide on the 
soil surface and water, as the 
granules dissolve, they pene-
trate the soil creating a barrier 
surrounding the seeds.

The Burn- for large areas of 
weeds or areas which are ‘out of 
control’, along fence lines, or 
around raised garden beds , one 
method to consider is burning 
them out of existence using a 
torch. Weeds should be actively 
growing and ‘green’ (not brown), 
so be careful and don’t start a 
fire!  Another method, (my pre-
ferred method) uses “boiling” 
water multiple times during the 
seasons to reduce weed popula-

tions without fire risk! Fill a ket-
tle with water, then carefully 
pour the hot water on the weeds, 
but take care not to allow the 
water to splash onto your feet. 
Landscape Fabric- are woven 
fabrics, such as polypropylene, 
which are placed on the soil sur-
face. Often used in flower beds, 
borders, walkways, around 
trees, shrubs, roses, and other 
garden applications creating a 
physical barrier, and then cov-
ered with mulch materials. The 
fabric allows water to permeate 
the soil. 

Damp Soil- the best time to 
weed garden areas is after it 
rains. The next best time is after 
watering flower beds, vegetable 
gardens or the lawn. Moist soil 
makes removing the entire weed 
(including the root) more likely 
to occur. Some gardening ex-
perts recommend placing weeds 
in compost bins, I’m not one of 
them! In fact, I’m completely 
against the practice of adding 
weeds to compost bins. 

 Herbicides- can be used to 
control weeds and for many gar-

deners, it simply makes garden-
ing easier for them. In case you 
missed my comments earlier, 
this gardener doesn’t advocate 
the use of herbicides, ever, under 
any circumstance! Yes, I would 
agree using an herbicide is easy 

but at what cost to our local en-
vironment?  No sugar coating 
today readers, herbicides are 
highly toxic substances, and my 
recommendation is and will al-
ways be to find an environmen-
tally friendly alternative.

Getting a ‘grip’ on reducing the weed population in lawns, flower beds 
and vegetable gardens can seem a daunting task, even for seasoned gar-
deners. It only takes a few weeds producing seeds before weeds get the 
upper hand.

ORANGE COUNTY MASTER GARDENERS
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Best Prices!
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LOCALLY OWNED & OPERATED

One Gardeners’ Arch Nemesis

of some these brutes, it’s impres-
sive. Topwater plugs and swim 
baits rule the roost down there so 
be prepared to do battle when you 
arrive.

The open water program of 
chasing the flocks of feeding gulls 
is a bit less technical but just as 
much fun and action packed. A 
vast assortment of baits work un-
der these conditions from topwa-
ter plugs to soft plastics and virtu-
ally everything in between, it’s re-
ally your preference when the fish 
are feeding. Perhaps the most 
consistent producer under these 
circumstances is a rattling cork 
and plastic shrimp imitation 
rigged on a 2 foot leader with 1/4 
ounce jig head. The rattling cork 
is hands down the great equalizer 
under the birds. 

Now earlier we mentioned “la-
gniappe” and the fact that it meant 
“a little something extra”. As a 
guide, or just people for that mat-
ter, we tend to get in ruts and stay 
there for periods of time until 
something snaps us out of that 
and we either get refocused or 
find something to renew our en-
thusiasm. Easily one of the things 
that I consider lagniappe is when I 
get to help new anglers learn more 
and catch more fish. So many of 
the things we take for granted ev-
ery day as a “ho hum” experience 
are really big occasions for some 
young or novice anglers. I enjoy 
talking fishing with young anglers 
and helping them to understand 
some of the methods so they can 
be successful. Many times after 
sharing a few tips or techniques 
I’ll get a text with some pictures 
from a young angler or their par-
ent showing off their catch and 
saying how excited they are to 
keep getting better. Few things 
are more satisfying than helping 
others to enjoy something that 
you care about and seeing them 
succeed as a result of just sharing 
some knowledge with them. Each 
and every time this happens I 
make it a point to stop and take 
things in, appreciate the opportu-
nities, and be thankful for the ex-
periences.

Get out and enjoy the great con-
ditions and be sure when possible 
to bring a kid fishing.

Uzzle
From Page 3B
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For years, my husband 
and I each prayed for God’s 
timing and the right oppor-
tunity to move overseas to 
work among the unreached.

For many reasons, God 
did not open doors while we 
were single. And for many 
reasons, he did not open 
them in the first years of 
marriage either. The door 
finally opened when we had 
the most to lose, humanly 
speaking — a home, young 
children, unique education-
al opportunities for them, 
stability and favor in an in-
teresting career, and a 
church family we loved and 
gladly gave ourselves to. 
That was when God called 
us to go.

My husband had visited 
the country once before, 
but I knew almost nothing 
of the place we were moving 
to except that the need was 
great and that the culture 
was both suspicious of for-
eigners and hostile to 
Christ. Some loved ones 
questioned our judgment, 
our value system, even our 
sanity. Do you have to go to 
such a risky place? Should 
you be doing this when you 
have a young family?

Some even sought me in 
private, appealing to my 
mother’s heart. Why make 
the kids suffer? Why are 
you throwing away so 
much? Indeed, why? We 
asked the same questions of 
ourselves and of God in 
prayer. Father, is this really 
what you are calling us to 
do? As we searched Scrip-
ture and wrestled in prayer, 
we sensed God asking us in 
return, Do you trust me? 

Am I worth what it will 
cost?

Will You Trust Me?

When I was in high 
school, my uncle took my 
brother and me backpack-
ing in a beautiful alpine 
mountain range. On our 
way back, unbeknownst to 
us, we took a trail that re-
quired us to cross a ravine. 
The only way forward was 
across a fallen tree high 
above a river rushing with 
snowmelt. The trunk was 
narrow and its strength un-
tested. If we fell in, espe-
cially with our heavy back-
packs buckled to us, we 
could have showed up in 
the local obituaries. But we 
had little fear. We accepted 
the challenge and ambled 
across.

Motherhood has changed 
the way I think about that 
tree. I probably would not 
take the same risk today 
with young children who 
depend on me (much less 
ever lead them across it) — 
unless God himself prom-
ised to go with us.

Some gospel risks feel 
like this tree, suspended 
above real dangers and yet 
the only path between 

where we stand and where 
we think obedience lies. Ev-
ery mother who has been 
reconciled to Christ and 
entrusted with “the minis-
try of reconciliation” (2 
Corinthians 5:18–19) feels 
at times the tension be-
tween fear and gospel obe-
dience.

God, how can I move to 
that part of town, even if it’s 
for a church plant? How can 
I open the safety of my 
home to complete strang-
ers? Don’t you know how 
difficult life will be if my 
husband takes on more 
ministry? What if my 
neighbor never speaks to 
me again after I share the 
gospel with her? Do you 
know how messy the fos-
ter-care system is? Why 
would we walk alongside 
that troubled family, and 
invite trouble into our 
home?

Even believing mothers 
can want to shield their 
families from all risk, but 
only a false gospel preaches 
that we can follow Jesus and 
avoid pain and loss in this 
world.

Christ requires that his 
followers (yes, even moth-
ers) deny themselves and 
take up their crosses (Mat-

thew 16:24). Only those 
who fully trust his next 
words would dare to follow: 
“For whoever would save 
his life will lose it, but who-
ever loses his life for my 
sake will find it” (Matthew 
16:25). Even if obedience re-
sults in immediate loss, do 
we trust its end will be life 
and gain, as he said?

The greatest question in 
the face of risk is not what 
we might lose but whom we 
will believe. And our trust 
has no better — no other — 
resting place than “our Fa-
ther, our Redeemer from of 
old” (Isaiah 63:16). He is 
good and does good (Psalm 
119:68). With him is wis-
dom, might, counsel, and 
understanding (Job 12:13). 
He holds the outcome of 
the dice and the whims of 
the king in his hands (Prov-
erbs 16:33; 21:1).

And she who hopes in 
God will not be found cow-
ering in the basement, 
shielding her children. She 
will be in armor out on the 
battlefield, asking in the 
face of danger, “Who shall 
separate us from the love of 
Christ? Shall tribulation, or 
distress, or persecution, or 
famine, or nakedness, or 
danger, or sword?” (Romans 

8:35). Whether she is in a 
tree-lined suburb, a con-
crete city, or some foreign 
country, she will teach her 
children not to run from 
the risks of serving Christ, 
but instead to pray, “When I 
am afraid, I put my trust in 
you” (Psalm 56:3).

Am I Worth Your Risks?

Before our move, I ac-
knowledged with convic-
tion God’s worth and, by 
extension, the worth of his 
gospel message and church. 
I trembled, but I confessed 
he was worth all we were 
about to risk.

Over a year in, as the real 
stresses of living in a for-
eign culture took their toll 
(and as I hoped to shut the 
chapter on the sickest year 
of our lives), I found myself 
nursing my family through 
even more rounds of severe 
illness. I found myself in 
the emergency room again, 
holding my smallest child, 
with no answers as to what 
was ailing her. Listening to 
the doctor try to explain to 
me that she might also have 
a problem with her kidneys, 
I lost sight of his worth.

In 2 Corinthians 11:23–
27, Paul describes some of 
what he suffered as a ser-
vant of Christ: labors, im-
prisonments, bodily injury, 
deprivation of basic needs, 
and the dangers he faced 
from both people and na-
ture. In Philippians 3:3–6, 
he further details what he 
lost for the sake of Christ: 
birthright, pedigree, identi-
ty, education, accomplish-
ments, and the commenda-
tion of men. 

Even when the Holy Spir-
it testified to him that “im-
prisonments and afflic-
tions” awaited him in every 
city, he declared, “I do not 
account my life of any value 

nor as precious to myself, if 
only I may finish my course 
and the ministry that I re-
ceived from the Lord Jesus, 
to testify to the gospel of 
the grace of God” (Acts 
20:24). In Christ, the apos-
tle saw such a magnitude of 
worth that even his very life 
was worthless by compari-
son.

Your Next Risky Yes

We cannot dismiss Paul’s 
choices as less practical or 
easier just because he was 
an apostle (and a single 
man with no dependents). 
Paul’s valuation of Christ 
transcended his season of 
life and calling in life.

Holding my child in the 
hospital, I was looking only 
to things seen and had lost 
sight of Jesus, “the founder 
and perfecter of our faith, 
who for the joy that was set 
before him endured the 
cross, despising the shame, 
and is seated at the right 
hand of the throne of God” 
(Hebrews 12:2). I had to 
pray — and ask others to 
pray — that God would en-
lighten the eyes of my heart 
(Ephesians 1:18) so that I 
could endure “as seeing him 
who is invisible” (Hebrews 
11:27).

How then do our risks 
weigh against the worth of 
Christ? They are but light, 
momentary afflictions pre-
paring for us an eternal 
weight of glory beyond all 
comparison (2 Corinthians 
4:17)..

Fellow mom, though I 
may be oceans away, nei-
ther of us raises our family 
in the country of our citi-
zenship. You also face many 
risks as you serve Christ. 
Do you trust him? Is he 
worthy? If so, what is a 
faithful, risky yes you can 
say to him today?

Open Hearts, Open Minds, Open Doors.
Pastor Benny Smith and wife Iberia

(409) 883-4155
Sunday School 9:15 AM / Worship 10:30 AM

Sunday Evening: 6 PM, Wed. Evening 6:30 PM

SUNDAY SERVICE: 8 A.M.
10 A.M. HOLY COMMUNION

In Person or Live Stream On Facebook
Contact Us: (409) 883-2969

Email: st.pauls@stpaulsorangetx.com

Living Word Church
FULL GOSPEL

7403 FM 1006 (Corner of 87 & FM1006)
409-735-6659

COME WORSHIP WITH US
Sunday 10 A.M. & Thursday 6 P.M.

Dr. Rev. Samuel Karunanithi - Pastor
Rev. Ron Richardson, Co-Pastor

Bethel Baptist Church 
2906 Western Ave. • Orange

Pastor Dr. Hershell Garner 
(409 782 5352)

Opportunities for Worship and Fellowship 
Sunday School...9:30am Worship 10 :30 am

Jeremiah 29:11-13
“For I know the plans I have for you, declares 

the Lord, plans for welfare[a] and not for evil, to 
give you a future and a hope. 12 Then you will 

call upon me and come and pray to me, and I will 
hear you. 13 You will seek me and find me, when 

you seek me with all your heart.”

Welcome new Pastor Darryl Smith and wife, Debi

Lead Pastor Shane Weaver
Sunday School: 9:45 a.m. Worship Service 10:45 a.m.

Wednesday Service 6:30 p.m.

www.ofcn.church

What Risks Can Moms Take?

Church Directory

6:30 p.m. Wednesdays: Wednesday-n-the Word Adult 
Bible Study with Pastor Harland, Youth Supper & Bible 

Study (grades 6-12), child care (infants-5th grade)
***NEW OUTDOOR FAMILY MINISTRIES***

TWO
SUNDAY

SERVICES:
9:00 A.M.

AND
10:30 A.M.

Harland
Strother,
Pastor

673 FM 1078 • Orange 
(409) 920-2271

Come be blessed by PASTOR HARLAND’S
ANOINTED MINISTRY  & rockin’ country Gospel

with the COWBOY CROSS BAND
New Ministry & Music Videos weekly on YouTube


