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Chevron Phillips
announces
management changes

Chevron Phillips Chem-
ical Company LP today 
announced that Craig 
Lemons, currently plant 
manager at the Orange 
Plant, has been named 
transition manager, Gold-
en Triangle Polymers.  
Golden Triangle Polymers 
is the recently announced 
integrated polymers facili-
ty to be constructed in 
Orange.  Carrie Phillips, 
currently environmental 
manager at The Wood-
lands, has been named 
plant manager of the cur-
rent Orange Plant.

Lemons has over 27 
years of experience with 
Chevron Phillips in vari-
ous roles of increasing re-
sponsibility including 
technical manager in Qa-
tar, operations manager in 
Port Arthur, and plant 
manager at Conroe and 
Orange facilities.  Lemons 
holds a BS in chemical en-
gineering from Texas Tech 

University.
Phillips has over 22 

years in the industry with 
11 years of experience 
with Chevron Phillips and 
has held roles of increas-
ing responsibility includ-
ing environmental advisor 
in The Woodlands, envi-
ronmental superintendent 
and operations logistics 
and compliance supervi-
sor in Sweeney.  Phillips 
holds a BS and MS in envi-
ronmental engineering 
from Texas A&M Univer-
sity.

Chemical plant opera-
tors are making $200,000, 
Orange Mayor Larry 
Spears Jr. said at a plan-
ning meeting last week. 

More of those high-pay-
ing jobs are coming to Or-
ange County in the near 
future, along with thou-
sands of construction jobs 
needed to build the new 
$8.5 billion Chevron-Phil-
lips plant. Also, the coun-
ty is working on tax incen-
tives for an $850 million 
ethane terminal on the 
Neches River.

Even thousands of more 
jobs will be added as the 
U.S. Army Corps of Engi-
neers builds a 26-mile line 
of levees and seawalls 
complete with gates and 
pump stations. In addition 
to the construction jobs, 
the projects will be need-
ing a variety of engineers.

Orange County is in line 
to see its biggest job and 
economic boom since the 
World War II shipbuilding 
effort.

But booms can bring big 
changes and problems, 

Orange 
Planning 
Director 
Kelvin 
Knauf said. 
He gave a 
presenta-
tion to the 
Orange City 
Council, 

along with the Orange 
Planning and Zoning 
Commission, about what 
to expect, including more 
demand on city services 
like police, fire, and sani-
tation. 

Another problem could 
be the demand on rental 
property causing prices to 
go up, making housing 
unaffordable for some 
people already living here.

Mayor Spears, who 
works for Dow Chemical, 
mentioned the pay rate af-
ter a comment from Dis-
trict 1 Councilor David 
Bailey. Bailey, a retired 
Orange County Sheriff ’s 
deputy, said the big in-
crease in home construc-
tion was for houses cost-
ing $300,000 or more. He 
questioned how people 

High-paying 
jobs growth 
will bring 
problems too

More than 500 people 
will be attending events 
this weekend for the Blos-
soming Minds MLK Trib-
ute and King’s Ball gala. 

After a hiatus because 
of the pandemic, the com-
munity-wide event is 
growing from a gala hon-
oring local leaders to a se-
ries of lectures and learn-
ing sessions. The ball is 
still on with a pre-dinner 
mixer and a post-event 
jazz mixer.

Marquettia Ledet is the 
event chair. As of Tuesday, 
a handful of tickets were 
still available for the ball.

Most of the events, in-
cluding the ball, will be at 
the Orange County Expo 
Center on FM 1442.

During the gala ball, the 
group will honor local cit-
izens. The Legacy Award 
will go to Thelma Wood-
row, the Bridge Award to 
Father Jim Sichko, the In-
tegrity Award to Curtis 
Ross, the King Impact 
Award to Jackie Mayfield, 
and the Trailblazer Award 
to Tiffany Overstreet.

Overstreet’s business, 
Fashion Amore Boutique, 
is a finalist for business of 
the year along with Mr. 
Burger and Seafood, plus 
Big E’s Barbecue owned by 
Earlton Rogers.

The group will also an-
nounce “Man of the Year” 
and “Woman of the Year.” 

 This year, the group is 
having a silent auction on 
a 20-inch-by-20-inch work 
of art entitled “Caged 
Bird” by famed painter 

Michael Savoie. The pro-
ceeds from the auction 
will be donated to help 
fight ALS to honor local 
businessman and former 
youth leader Tony Dallas, 
who is now in a wheel-
chair because of the dis-
ease.

Dancer Wynter Win-
ston from the University 
of Texas Austin will per-
form a ballet tribute to 
honor the late Essie Bell-
field, Henry Lowe, Karen 
Knolley Martin, and other 
local leaders who have 
passed away during the 
past couple of years.

Saturday morning 
events at the Expo Center 
will include special ses-
sions for teachers and edu-
cators only. Leaders will 
be Alia Pope and Erica 
Sibley. Pope will also be 

one of the presenters of 
sessions called “Interper-
sonal Skills,” “Trama 
Awareness in Students,” 
“Resiliency,” and “Engage-
ment Strategies.” Kriss 
Haynes, a therapeutic spe-
cialist in trauma, will par-
ticipate, too.

The dinner-gala will be-
gin at 5:30 p.m. with a so-
cial hour and networking. 
Then at 6:30 p.m., the din-
ner will begin. The dinner, 
dancing, and awards will 
end at 9 p.m., with a jazz 
remix scheduled to last 30 
minutes.

On Sunday, Empowered 
to Act will begin at 3 p.m. 
at Mount Zion Baptist 
Church, 512 West John 
Avenue. Guest speakers 
will be Michael Booker, 
Madeline Carla Kirksey, 
and Claydra Rhodes.

Spears
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Local barbecue legend J.B. Ar-
rington is closing shop and selling 
out. The last day to get the tinder 
smoked brisket with its tangy sig-
nature fat-free sauce will be Friday 
the 13th. 

Not only is Arrington closing 
the restaurant, he’s selling it with 
all the equipment, plus the land-
scaped 1.5 acres it sits on, along 
with the two-bedroom house next 
to it. 

 “Miss Mary and J.B. are too old 
and too tired,” he is telling people 
through handwritten sign posted 
on the front door. Between the two 
of them, they’ve lived 198 years, 
according to the sign. J.B. turns 98 
this year. But Mary is only 92. 

They’ve been married for 74 years. 
His math may be a bit like his sto-
rytellling, which is as legendary as 
his barbecue.

“I can’t believe this is closing. I 
just can’t believe it,” said longtime 
customer Wayne Outlaw, who 
walked in Tuesday carrying big 
beef roasts to be customed smoked. 

Mary was at the store Tuesday 
afternoon. “It’s time to quit,” she 
said. Not only are she and J.B. get-
ting tired, she said, but “it’s so hard 
to get help.” 

The Covid pandemic closed the 
restaurant for a while and then the 
lack of supplies and workers did 
not help the business. Relatives, in-
cluding neices, grandsons, and 
granddaughters have been helping 

Legendary JB’s Barbecue
closing for good on Friday

Mary Arrington was helping out at the restaurant Tuesday along with workers Cressa Hebert, a relative,  and Tanner 
Lunsford, a longtime family friend who has been cooking and cutting the meats.

MLK events include gala ball, education

Craig Lemons
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J.B. Arrington placed a handwritten 
note on the front door of JB’s Barbe-
cue telling the world he is closing and 
selling the restaurant, equipment 
and adjacent house.
       RECORD PHOTO: Margaret Toal
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If you look up “politi-
cian,” the number one defi-
nition is “one who is in-
volved in politics;” number 
two is “officeholder;” and 
three is “one who manipu-
lates politics for personal 
benefit.”

In a democratic free soci-
ety where we claim the 
right of self-government, 
we should all declare our-
selves to be politicians.  In 
other words, be involved in 
politics.  

If we leave the business of 
political action to others, 
how can we call ourselves a 
free democratic self-gov-
erning nation?  The whole 
idea of the United States of 
America was to escape rule 
by kings and other despots 
and put the political fate of 
individuals in their own 

hands.
Good citizenship and the 

practice of politics are 
much the same.  To make 
yourself into a politician, 

here is a good starting 
point: (1) evaluate each can-
didate, (2) research what 
duty is required of office 
and (3) what are the rules 
and requirements of each 
office.

Under the best definition 
of politician each of us 
could be considered a poli-
tician when we select a 
well-thought-out candidate 
to support or an issue to get 
behind at the polling place.  
If we call those who vote 
politicians, I don’t know 
what we call the more than 

50% of citizens who do not 
take advantage of their 
birthright to go and exer-
cise their discretion at elec-
tion time.  Certainly we 
would all be better off if ev-
eryone did the number one 
definition of politician, it is 
something we should work 
toward.  And should we 
ever reach that goal, our 
country, state and local 
governments would all be 
better off and we could then 
refer to good citizens as 
politicians having lesser 
definitions left behind.

could afford them. That’s 
when Spears gave the salary 
information.

Knauf during his presen-
tation emphasized sticking 
to existing zoning laws and 
regulations. He also said 
Orange needs a new master 
plan for growth and devel-
opment. The last master 
plan was 25 years ago. Mas-
ter plans cost money for 
consultants to conduct sur-
veys and gain statistics to 
use. Knauf said state grants 
are available to help cities 
with master plans.

“Look at the long term. 

What do we want in 30, 40 
years?” Knauf said.

Orange and Bridge City 
are the only cities in the 
county with zoning laws. 
The county as a rural area 
does not have zoning laws. 
The zoning laws can pro-
tect against things like an 
RV park or store being de-
veloped next to residences. 

“We need to pay atten-
tion to what we approve and 
how we go forward,” said 
Mike Hennigan of the Plan-
ning and Zoning Commis-
sion.

Knauf, who has some 

four decades of working for 
cities in Texas, has seen 
some of the problems other 
boom areas have experi-
enced in the past. One of 
his warnings came about 
land speculators buying up 
land and pricing it too high 
for developers.

He used Grapevine as an 
example. Back 50 years ago 
when the Dallas-Fort 
Worth Airport was being 
built, everyone said Grape-
vine would grow. The land 
speculators made the price 
of properties so high that it 
took more than a decade 

before the then-small city 
to start growing.

He warned the city lead-

ers about approving too 
many variances to the zon-
ing and planning maps. A 
developer may ask for a 
variance for one project, 
but that variance could in-
terfere with planned devel-
opment.

“It’s very, very important 
not to make a decision be-
cause they want it,” Knauf 
said.

The areas along Inter-
state 10 and along Highway 
62, particularly near where 
the new hospital is being 
built, will be seeing the big-
gest growth, Knauf predict-
ed. The city in the past few 
years has spent economic 
development sales tax mon-
ey to expand water and 
sewer services to that area, 
including building a new 
water plant and water tow-
er.

People can also plan to 
wait for trains longer at 
railroad crossings. Knauf 
said the addition plant and 
work will increase train 
traffic through the area.

The population growth 
will bring more litter and il-
legal dumping that the city 
will need to deal with, he 
said. There will also be an 
increased demand on the 

services of the police and 
fire departments. Those de-
mands could bring a need 
to hire more personnel.

The increase in industrial 
jobs and construction will 
bring more customers to lo-
cal businesses, making a 
need for the businesses to 
hire more workers. There 
will be a demand for labor 
on all businesses, especially 
for blue-collar workers, he 
said.

Environmental problems 
can be more air pollution 
and more light pollution in 
the night skies. Already, 
people living near the new 
Chevron-Phillips construc-
tion site off Highway 87 
South near the Orange 
County Airport has brought 
complaints. During the dry 
summer, dust from the site 
drifted to houses and cars, 
even though water trucks 
would wet down the roads 
into the site.

The increased population 
will also bring a bigger de-
mand on parks and recre-
ational activities for Or-
ange. The city recently 
opened a new recreation 
center and hired a staff to 
operate it.

Sen. Carl Parker
For The Record

Former State Senator
Carl Parker

Carl Parker is a 1958 
graduate of the Universi-
ty of Texas School of 
Law. Elected to the Texas 
House of Representa-
tives in 1962 and the Sen-
ate in 1976. 

High paying job growth  From Page 1

ARE YOU A POLITICIAN?

The Greater Orange Area Chamber of Commerce held a ribbon-cutting ceremony Monday for the new West Orange-Cove 
CISD transportation center built next to West Orange-Stark High school on Newton Street in West Orange. The covered 
building is paved and houses the buses inside, rather than outdoors on a fenced-in lot. Superintendent Dr. Rickie Harris said 
now the drivers will not have to walk through mud and rain to get to their buses. The construction project was part of the re-
cent bond issue approved by voters.

GOACC cuts ribbon on West Orange-Cove CISD transportation center

Kelvin Knauf
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out to keep it going. 
On Tuesday, relative 

Cressa Hebert and long-
time friend Tanner 
Lunsford, who has been 
cooking, were working the 
counter. Tanner looks 

younger than some of J.B.’s 
boots.

J.B. opened the restau-
rant along Old Highway 
90 at Interstate 10 on June 
13th, 1972. He said he fig-
ured he’d close it on the 

13th, which will be 50 
years and six months after 
the opening.

According to stories J.B. 
has told, he ended up in 
the restaurant business af-
ter a “horse wreck.”  The 
Orange County native had 
gone to college after serv-
ing in World War II and 
became the agriculture 
teacher at the old Stark 
High School. 

One day while working 
at school, he broke his leg 
as he was riding a horse at 
the school’s ag farm. He 
said the school’s principal 
came to his hospital room 
and told him if he didn’t 
get back to work in a week, 
he wouldn’t be paid.

J.B. and Mary at the 
time had three children 
and another was on the 
way. He decided to get out 
of the school and open a 
restaurant. He had lots of 
experience cooking and 
smoking barbecue for 
large groups. The rest is 

local history.
JB had learned all about 

butchering and meat while 
studying and teaching. He 
knew that “prime” and 
“choice” beef made the 
best barbecue and used 
those kinds of meats. He 
created a fat-free, choles-
terol free barbecue sauce 
that drew so many fans he 

bottled it and shipped it 
across the world.

The restaurant was al-
ways a family affair. In 
1978, son-in-law Jay Mat-
thews came aboard and 
became manager. He has 
since retired.

That was the year J.B. 
bought the downtown 
landmark Capistrano on 

Green Avenue. He named 
it JB’s Capistrano and sold 
his barbecue there along 
with traditional Southern 
diner food. He sold the 
Capistrano in 1987.

Now, the jewel of the 
restaurants will also be 
sold. But J.B. Arrington 
and his barbecue will live 
on in local history.

JB’s Barbecue for sale    From Page 1

The Bridge City Chamber of Commerce has announced that the January Student of the 
Month for Bridge City is Isabella Moore.  Isabella is ranked 1 of 181 with a GPA of 4.77Pic-
tured:  Chris Moore, Christine Moore, Isabella Moore , Chloe Tucker, Tim Woolley and Trista 
Leonard.

The Bridge City Chamber of Commerce has announced that the January Student of the 
Month for Orangefield is Kylie Mouton.  Kylie is ranked 3 of 120  GPA 4.77 Pictured are: Shaun 
McAlpin, Bobby Mouton,  Alicia Mouton, Kylie Mouton,  Wanda McGraw, Crissa Bonnin, Luke 
McFarlane.

BCCC names Students of the Month

Handwritten note on the front door of JB’s Barbecue telling 
the world he is closing and selling the restaurant.

RECORD PHOTO: Margaret Toal
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From the Creaux’s Nest
Listen Up Football Fans

TEXANS FIRE “BIG SANDY’S” LOVIE SMITH

Coach Lovie Smith was fired by the Houston Tex-
ans Sunday night after just one season. It was the sec-
ond straight season the Texans have fired a coach af-
ter only one season. Houston won their second and 
last game Sunday, beating the Colts 32-31. That win 
knocked the Texans out of the number one pick 
which probably would have been Georgia’s quarter-
back Stetson Bennett. The first pick now goes to the 
Bears. Both fired coaches, over two seasons, were 
working with roster devoid of any stars or established 
talent. Hall of Fame Tony Dungy, the first Black 
coach to win a Super Bowl, questioned who would 
want to take Houston’s head coaching position mov-
ing forward if you only get one year to implement 
your plan. Lovie, a native of ‘Big Sandy,’ is the second 
Black coach in a row fired by the Texans after giving 
them only one year to prove themselves.

GEORGIA OVERPOWERS TCU 65-7

The Horned Frogs were no match for the Bull-
dogs. No other college team in the nation would have 
been either. The Bulldogs were hitting on all cylin-
ders in Monday night’s college championship game. 
The Bulldogs were head hunters on defense, the of-
fense led by Bennett, set several school records on 
the big win. Georgia’s Bulldogs played at a level that 
might have seen them hold their own against the 
Houston Texans, well maybe not, but no doubt they 
are the greatest college football team in the nation.

HOLD YOUR BREATH—
COWBOYS IN PLAYOFF

The Dallas Cowboy are in their first playoff opener 
on the road in 16 years. Sunday they will take on Tom 
Brady who is hunting for an unprecedented eight Su-
per Bowl title when his Tampa Bay Buccaneers host 
the Cowboys next Monday night. Brady suffered 
through his first losing season in his 23 year career 
but even at 8-9 the Buccaneers won the NFL South. 
It’s been 27 years since Dallas last made it as far as a 
NFC championship game. It’s been a long, dry spell 
for Texas pro-football fans. The reality is that quar-
terback, Dak Prescott, is in a career, seven-game in-
terception streak that’s the longest for a Dallas quar-
terback in 18 years. He threw pick 6’s in the last four 
games. Prescott’s numbers are worse in seven sea-
sons, with a career low 37.8 completion percentage 
(14 of 37) and a season worse passer rating of 45.8. 
Dallas has an eight-game losing streak in the play-
offs. Prescott has a lot to prove. This area of Texas 
has a lot of Prescott fans and locally he has several 
relatives. A win for Dallas would be a great big win 
for Dak. Tom Brady is out to prove at age 46 he can 
still bring a team to the Super Bowl. Tune in next 
Monday night on ESPN.*****I have to move on. I felt 
like talking football. Hop on board and come along, I 
promise it won’t do you no harm.

McCARTHY-SHAKY NEW HOUSE SPEAKER

Republican Kevin McCarthy is the new House 
Speaker, but as bruising as it was for him to seize the 
gavel in a history making election, it may be even 
more difficult for the embattled leader to do much 
with the powerful position, or to even keep it. The 
chaos that erupted in four days of House voting, halt-
ing start of the new Congress, is a prelude to the 
highly uncertain path ahead as McCarthy tries to 
lead an unruly Republican majority to achieve its pri-
orities and confront President Joe Biden’s agenda. 
McCarthy endured a grueling week long fight to get 
here, a speaker’s election like no other since the eve of 
the Civil War. A coalition of 20 holdouts refused to 
support his speakership unless he yielded to their de-
mands to give away some power. In the end, McCar-
thy emerges as a weakened speaker, one with less au-
thority. A key concession was restoring a rule that al-
lows any single lawmaker to make a “motion to va-
cate the chair” a vote to oust the speaker from the 
leadership post. Now it’s showtime. The base that 
controls McCarthy wants plenty of theatrics in the 
next two years, like holding hearings on the border, 
not in Washington, reopening the Hunter Biden, 12 
year old investigation, which the FBI, IRS and four 
years of Trump’s Justice Department were unable to 
fine any criminal violation. It’s the cult-like group’s 
way of dragging the Biden name through the mud. 
Oh yeah, by the way, President Biden and Dr. Fauci 
will be investigated for saving thousands of lives. One 
of former president George W. Bush’s officials said, 
“It will be a two-year clown show.” McCarthy wanted 
the speakership at any cost.

TURNING BACK THE HANDS OF TIME
10 Years Ago-2013

For the first time since Rep. Kinard was our first 
state representative; Orange County will not have a 
local state representative. Louis Dugas was elected 
the youngest in Texas and served four terms. Dugas, 

while a student at Texas, worked in the Austin office 
of state senator Jep Fuller. The liberal wing of the 
Democratic Party, defeated Dugas with Clyde 
Haynes and D. Roy Harrington then defeated Full-
er. Wayne Peveto, a conservative defeated Haynes. 
Ron Lewis, of Newton, ran against Peveto unsuc-
cessfully. He moved to Orange and when Peveto 
didn’t run for reelection, Lewis teamed up with 
Haynes’ liberal forces and was elected. He served 
long and well as a Democrat. When Gov. Rick Perry 
and Tom DeLay gerrymandered the state, Orange 
County was split in two parts. Ron Lewis was ready 
to move on to bigger and better financial security. My 
information is that he recruited Mike Hamilton to 
run as a Republican. It was a safe district for Hamil-
ton. Perry then supported redistricting that removed 
Hamilton from Orange County and took the entire 
county and put it in with Allen Ritter’s Jefferson 
County district. We haven’t had a local state senator 
since Carl Parker. Perry and DeLay’s redistricting 
moved all Southeast Texas power to the Houston 
area. We now have a new state senator Robert Nich-
ols from East Texas. That is a big improvement for 
us. The first senator, Tommy Williams, was another 
Houston politician. Orange County’s vote figured 
little in his reelection. He wasn’t even visible here but 
Sen. Nichols will be. Back to the original topic, Or-
ange County, for the first time in our history, will not 
have a state representative who lives right here among 
us. Orange County once had a lot of stroke in Austin 
and Washington. Citizens need to take off their 
blinders, look back and see just how badly we have 
been screwed.*****Services for longtime friend Don 
Mosier, 80, were held Jan. 5. We got to know Don 
well when he served as a deputy sheriff under Sheriff 
Chester Holts. Don was one of the great guys. ***** 
Looking back, on January 2, 1948, 75 years ago, Ches-
ter Holts, 38, was appointed sheriff to fill the unex-
pired term of the late Sheriff Dick Stanfield. He and 
his wife Iva have a 19 years old son, Morgan Ray, a 14 
years old daughter Nova Dee and a 16 month old baby 
girl Wanda Beth. Holts went on to serve 21 years, the 
longest serving sheriff in county history. Chester, 
Iva, Morgan and Nova are all deceased. Wanda lives 
in Mauriceville. 

20 Years Ago-2003

Ronnie Anderson, longtime baseball coach at 
West Orange-Stark, where the baseball park bares 
his name, gets another honor. This past week, Coach 
Anderson, along with former Snyder baseball coach 
Albert Lewis, were inducted into the Texas Sports 
Hall of Fame at Waco. After coaching two years at 
Orangefield, Anderson coached seven years at West 
Orange and then 14 years at West Orange-Stark. His 
resume includes 444 wins with 14 playoff appear-
ances, 11 in a row, and two state championship ap-
pearances. Sixty-two of his former players got base-
ball scholarships. At the ceremony a great talk was 
given by former major leaguer Tug McGraw. (Editor’s 
note: Tug was the father of singer Tim McGraw.) An-
derson was introduced by Bridge City coach Chuck 
Young. Anderson spoke about his 28 years career. 
His stories kept the crowd laughing. Catcher Dan 
Green, with son Slade were in attendance. Green’s 
son Tony also played at West Orange-Stark. Other 
players were Wade Phillips, who pitched at Texas, no 
kin to coach Wade Phillips; Jimmy Skeeler, Tony 
Dallas, David Fregia, Jay Hall, Sam Moore, Corey 
Gafford and J.E. Lancaster. Jay Cantizaro and 
Bruce Aven, pro ball players, sent email congratula-
tions. *****The Kroger Koffee Klub (KKK) meets ev-
ery weekday, 9 a.m. and 2 p.m. Murphy King, the old 
pawn shop king, is president of the KKK group. 
Wynne Hunt is his secretary. (Editor’s note: The 
Klub still gathers but Murphy and Wynne are no 
longer with us. Norman Berry and the guys invite 
any old timers to join them  for a Kup of Koffee.)

50 Years Ago-1973

District Judge Graham Bruce, Tax Assessor-Col-
lector Louvenia Hryhorchuk and District Attorney 
Jim Sharon Bearden are all sworn into office. Also 
sworn into office New Year’s Day were David Dunn, 
county court at law, Sheriff “Buck” Patillo, Com-
missioners Casey Peveto, Gordon Dunn, and Asa 
Mansfield, constables Morris Collier, John Ford, 
Forrest Hudson and Carl Ward. Also sworn in was 
District Judge Fred Trimble.*****Immediately fol-
lowing the oath District Attorney Bearden an-
nounced that Bill Joyce, former sheriff ’s captain and 
Newton police chief, had been hired as criminal in-
vestigator for the county attorney’s office. Bearden 
also hired Steve Williams as assistant in charge of 
misdemeanor cases. Hard to believe that was 50 years 
ago.

A FEW HAPPENINGS

Times are changing for Orange County in many 
ways, including losing a couple of institutions. J.B. 
Arrington is closing and selling his barbecue restau-
rant after half a century and Van Wade is retiring 
from the Orange Leader. Van has worked in the me-
dia for 30 years, with most of those years covering 
sports. J.B.’s Barbecue and Van will be missed.*****At 
least one local is already running for the 2024 Re-
publican primary. Lawyer Rodney Townsend an-
nounced that County Court-at-Law Judge Troy 
Johnson plans to retire at the end of his term in 2024 
and Townsend will be running. It will be interesting 
to see if any other lawyers decide to run. Unlike the 
justice of the peace position, county court-at-law 
judge requires a law degree.***** The Orange Mardi 
Gras festivities and parade are set for Saturday, Feb-
ruary 11 and the ball is two weeks earlier. The ball is 
where the float krewes and their friends deck out in 
sequins and feathers for a festive kick-off to the sea-
son.***** Friends of student Brooklyn Rasberry, who 
is fighting cancer, are holding a fundraiser on Sunday 
to help her family with expenses. Links, drinks, and 
chips will be sold in front of the Bridge City Wal-
greens, corner of Texas Avenue and Roundbunch 
Road, on Sunday beginning at 11 a.m. until the food 
runs out. Cash donations are also wel-
comed.***** Bridge City certainly has a lot of heart. 
Another fundraiser has been set up on Go Fund Me 
to help a popular worker at the Valero store on FM 
1442. Kimberly Lamoureau organized the campaign 

for “a new heart for the man with the biggest heart.”  
A.J., the worker, had a massive heart attack and now 
needs a heart transplant. *****Once a year, the coun-
ty’s Claiborne West Park has rainbow trout put in its 
big lake off Cow Bayou. This year, the trout drop will 
be on Friday, January 20th. Get kids ready to go drop 
a line because the trout will be hungry. Often, they 
are caught within a day or two.*****Birthdays this 
past week had T’Era Garrett turning 18. The West 
Orange-Stark star athlete and cheerleader had a 
big party at Spanky’s, thanks to her proud parents, 
Bianca and Charles Garrett.***Others who celebrat-
ed birthdays included Trystan Chapman, who turned 
17, and Erin Beard, 20. People who might not publi-
cize their ages were Wendy Falgout Durham, Woody 
Cox, Elaine Reeh now up in the Hill Country,  Mar-
lene Campbell, Hammon Thompson, Ted Arnold, 
Darragh Castillo, Mindy Currie, and Jose 
Hernandez.*****Mike and Kitty Mazzola marked 
their 51st wedding anniversary this past week. Oth-
er anniversaries were Lamar and Pam Hughes, with 
30 years, and Marty and Kenedie Beadle with three 
years. Elvis and Melissa Rushing were married six 
years ago, but have been together for a total of 19 
years. Congrats to all those celebrating their 
relationships.*****County Judge John Gothia was on 
the road Tuesday morning at 4:00 a.m. headed for 
Austin to attend the opening session of the Texas 
Legislature. New commissioner Chris Sowell was 
attending required classes at Texas A&M. Other 
county commissioners were also out of town so no 
Commissioner’s meeting was held Tuesday.*****I 
have been looking around to see if anyone had an ex-
tra deer backstrap. Fried backstrap with seasoned 
white gravy makes for a great breakfast. Keith Wal-
lace says, “We don’t shoot deer any more. We still sit 
in the blind but Logan goes to sleep, he snores so loud 
it scares the deer off and when he’s awake he rattles 
his Frito or chips bag. The buck looks around and gets 
out of dodge. Haven’t had a shot in years.”

BREAUX BIRTHDAYS
 

A few folks celebrating birthdays in the coming week. 
Jan. 11: Olivia Trahan, Ann Olliff, Ashley Rion, 
Davie Thompson, Grant Gilson and Teresa Frank-
lin all celebrate.*****Jan. 12: Happy Birthday today to 
Jill Sherrod, Beth Linder, Donald Edgerton, 
Charles Pou, Dana Sandlin, David Pendergast, 
Jimmie Allen.*****Jan. 13: Commissioner Robert 
Viator, Lyndia Permenter, Ashton Simmons, Rod-
ney Townsend, Jerry Pennington, Kent Hannegan, 
LoLynn Sholmire, Mandy Jaarah and Patricia Cop-
page all celebrate.*****Jan. 14: Happy Birthday to 
Janelle’s pretty daughter Stephanie Hurst, Mel 
Campbell,  Robert Simonton, Chris Williams, 
Brittany Trantham, Rob Fisher, Tommy 
Thompson.*****Jan. 15: A year older today are Paige 
Prejean, Bill Pryor, Don Thompson, Carson Peet, 
Joy Hughes, Tyler Reves and Dee Culpepper.*****Jan. 
16: Today is Martin Luther King Day. Celebrating 
birthdays are Kaitlyn Potter, Jon Mott, Gary Dear-
ing, Clayton Gearhart, Joel Meyers, Jerry Ashby, 
Matthew Lee.*****Happy Birthday wishes to our 
friend Attorney John Cash “Jack” Smith, also to Lo-
retta Stevens, Jeff Overman, Gail Meadows, Tan-
ner Wilson 

CAJUN STORY OF THE WEEK

Boudreaux-Boudreaux and Comeaux Construc-
tion Company were preparing a site for a new rice 
mill in Abbeville. 

Da company hired several new workers for da proj-
ect. One was a young Texas worker who bragged and 
made fun of da Cajun mens.

 “Tex” him, made it a special point to make fun of 
one of the older Cajun workers. He bragged dat he 
was stronger dan any one else, especially da older 
man. 

Finally Clovis Fontenot him, couldn’t take it no 
mo. He had had enough of dat smart mout. Fontenot 
say to him, “Me, I bet you a days pay dat if I can haul 
someting in da wheelbarrow over to dat tool shack, 
dat you won’t be able to wheel it back, you.” 

Paul him, he laughed at old man Clovis and said, 
“You’re on, old man, let’s see wat you got.” 

Fontenot him grabbed da wheelbarrow and put 
boat his hands around da handles. He nodded to da 
young Texas bragger and said, “Get in you.”

C’EST TOUT
CAPITOL RIOT SECOND ANNIVERSARY 

INVESTIGATION GROWING

The largest investigation in the Justice Depart-
ment’s history keeps growing two years after a vio-
lent mob of supporters of then-President Donald 
Trump attacked the U.S. Capitol on January 6, 2021 
and challenged the foundations of American democ-
racy. More than 930 people have been charged with 
federal crimes related to the siege on Jan. 6, and the 
tally increases by the week. Hundreds more people 
remain at large on the second anniversary of the un-
precedented assault that was fueled by lies that the 
2020 election was stolen.  Federal prosecutors have 
a near-perfect trial record, securing a conviction in 
all but one case. At least 538 cases, half brought so 
far, have been resolved through guilty pleas, trials, 
dismissals or the defendant’s death. The number of 
defendants charged with Jan. 6-related federal 
crimes is approaching 1,000. They range from mis-
demeanor charges against people who entered the 
Capitol but did not engage in any violence to sedi-
tious conspiracy charges against members of the 
Oath Keepers and Proud Boys, extremist groups ac-
cused of violently plotting to stop the transfer of 
presidential power. Nearly 500 people have pleaded 
guilty to riot-related charges, typically hoping that 
cooperating could lead to a lighter punishment. More 
than 100 of them have pleaded guilty to felony charg-
es punishable by longer prison terms. The Justice 
Department notched a high-stakes victory in No-
vember when a jury convicted Stewart Rhodes, the 
Oath Keepers’ founder. Federal juries have convict-
ed at least 22 people of Jan. 6 charges. Judges have 
convicted an additional 24 riot defendants. At least 
362 riot defendants were sentenced by the end of 
2022. Roughly 200 have received terms of imprison-
ment ranging from seven days to 10 years.***** Take 
care and God bless.
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 KATE MCGEE
The Texas Tribune

As Texas lawmakers consider what to do 
with an unprecedented $32.7 billion state 
surplus, leaders of the state’s six largest 
public university systems are pitching that 
nearly $1 billion be allocated toward higher 
education.

If lawmakers agree, these university 
chancellors pledge to hold tuition flat for 
all undergraduate students for the next two 
academic years.

In a letter sent to Lt. Gov.  Dan Patrick, 
Speaker of the House Dade Phelan, Senate 
Finance Committee Chair  Joan Huff-
man  and House Finance Committee 
Chair Greg Bonnen in mid-December, the 
university chancellors asked for more gen-
eral-revenue funding as well as more fund-
ing for university employee health insur-
ance and the program that gives free col-
lege tuition to military veterans and their 
children.

“Our education mission is funded almost 
entirely by two sources of funding: state 
support and student tuition and fees,” says 
the letter, which The Texas Tribune ob-
tained Tuesday. “Without increased state 
support, Texas institutions must look to 
additional efficiencies and then tuition and 
fees to be able to continue to maintain high 
quality education. In order to hold tuition 
flat for our students and their families, 
Texas universities seek increased state in-
vestment.”

The letter is signed by six chancellors: 
James Milliken of the University of Texas 
System, John Sharp of the Texas A&M Uni-
versity System, Renu Khator of the Univer-
sity of Houston System, Michael R. Wil-
liams of the University of North Texas Sys-
tem, Tedd Mitchell of the Texas Tech Uni-
versity System and Brian McCall of the 
Texas State University System.

None of the Texas legislators who were 
sent the letter immediately responded to 
requests for comment.

In the letter, the chancellors argue that 
today’s students require more hands-on tu-
toring and advising, increased mental 
health support and better technology ser-

vices at a time when “inflation, sup-
ply-chain delays, and skilled labor shortag-
es” are creating challenges.

The chancellors requested a nearly 7% — 
$352 million — increase in the money allo-
cated through a funding formula for in-
struction, university buildings and re-
search, arguing the state needs to increase 
general funding beyond enrollment growth. 
Last legislative session, lawmakers added 
$380 million to the two-year state budget at 
the last second to fully fund for student en-
rollment growth.

Overall, during the  last legislative ses-
sion,  state lawmakers put $486 million 
more into the funding formulas, which 
provide money for various functions with-
in public universities, health-related insti-
tutions and community colleges, compared 
with the previous session.

But funding per semester credit hour, 
which the Legislature uses to determine 
how much money a public university re-
ceives based on the type of class and enroll-
ment, has continued to decline since 2008. 
Then, universities received $59.02 per 
weighted credit hour. Last session, law-
makers approved a $55.65 weighted credit 
hour for the biennium.

Meanwhile, average semester tuition and 
fees for a full-time student at a public uni-
versity increased by 27% between 2014 and 
2021, according to the Texas Higher Educa-
tion Coordinating Board.

The chancellors also proposed that the 
state put $80 million in funding specifical-
ly toward regional universities, which in-
clude schools such as Texas A&M Interna-
tional University in Laredo and the Univer-
sity of Texas at Tyler in East Texas. Last leg-
islative session, lawmakers created a 
program to put additional funding toward 
the regional public universities and allocat-
ed a year of federal funding toward those 
schools. The chancellors say additional 
funding would enable those schools to help 
at-risk students complete college.

The chancellors also renewed a consis-
tent request each session to get more state 
funding for the Hazlewood Legacy Pro-
gram, which provides free tuition for qual-
ifying military veterans and their families.

According to the letter, universities 
waived $176.4 million in costs for qualify-
ing veterans and their kids in 2021, but the 
state’s reimbursement covered only 13% of 
that cost. Chancellors argued that shifts 
the cost of the program to other students 
who are paying tuition and means that even 
when the state provides the same amount 
of funding as previous bienniums, universi-
ties start off every two years with a funding 
deficit.

They are asking the state to fully reim-
burse universities for the program, an esti-
mated $276 million.

Finally, the chancellors also ask the state 

to fund higher education employee health 
insurance at the same rate as other state 
employees, which would cost an estimated 
$290 million. Currently, the state covers 
less than 80% of the rate for state employ-
ees, according to the letter.

The proposal detailed in the letter ap-
plies only to universities, which are re-
ferred to as general academic institutions, 
and not to health-related institutions with-
in these systems. But the chancellors say 
those who have health-related institutions 
in their systems are also requesting similar 
increases in the funding formulas for those 
school.
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 ZACH DESPART
AND JAMES BARRAGÁN
The Texas Tribune

Texas House of Representatives mem-
bers on Tuesday voted 145-3 to elect state 
Rep.  Dade Phelan, R-Beaumont, to a sec-
ond term as speaker — the most powerful 
position in the lower chamber.

He defeated state Rep. Tony Tinderholt, 
R-Arlington, who was nominated by ultra-
conservative members who feel Phelan is 
unreasonably accommodating of Demo-
crats in the chamber. Tinderholt cast a 
ballot for himself, as did two Republican 
members who nominated him,  Nate 
Schatzline  of Tarrant County and  Bryan 
Slaton of Royce City.

Phelan said he would shepherd bills 
through the chamber that have the sup-
port of a majority of members while also 
ensuring that lawmakers from the minori-
ty party would have a meaningful voice.

He said it is important to preserve this 
Texas House tradition.“Our rules keep the 
game fair, but they do not dictate the out-
come,” Phelan said. “We will have divi-
sions — every session does — But that di-
vision does not have to define us.”

Phelan, a 47-year-old financial broker, 
was  first elected  two years ago. He re-
placed one-term speaker Dennis Bonnen, 

who retired after becoming embroiled in 
a  secret recording scandal  in 2019 in 
which he bashed members of his own par-
ty.

Phelan guided the House through the 
2021 legislative sessions, which some ob-
servers called “the most conservative” in 
state history. Lawmakers passed new laws 
banning almost all abortions and allow-
ing permitless carry of handguns.

But conservative grassroots activists 
said the House had not gone far enough on 
conservative priorities like banning  gen-
der-affirming care  for transgender chil-
dren and have often butted heads with 
Phelan. Critics attacked him for appoint-
ing Democrats to leadership positions in 
the chamber, following a long-held cham-
ber tradition  to appoint members of the 
minority party as committee chairs. Phel-
an has not budged on the issue, indicating 
he once again plans to allow some Demo-
cratic chairs and arguing that the Texas 
House operates better on a bipartisan ba-
sis and eschewing the divisiveness seen in 
Washington, D.C.

He also said conservatives achieved 
their goals despite Democrats holding 
leadership positions. Still, his critics have 
rallied around the issue and on Tuesday, 
activists in the gallery wore red shirts that 
read “BAN Democrat Chairs!”

Rep. Dade Phelan selected as speaker for another legislative session

House Speaker Dade Phelan gavels the House into session.
           PHOTO CREDIT: Jordan Vonderhaar for The Texas Tribune 

Texas universities propose two-year tuition freeze
in exchange for nearly $1 billion in state funding



HARRY’S APPLI-
ANCES - Used ap-
pliances starting at 
$99.95, 302 10th. St. 
(10th. & main) Or-
ange, We also buy 
used appliances, Call 
or come by 409-886-
4111.

For Rent: 2 very 
nice, clean, com-
fortable, spacious 
apartments in 
Bridge City. Both 
updated, 1 or 2 BR, 
1 B, all appliances, 
cathedral ceiling in 
spacious living area, 
ceiling fans, shower 
tub combo and van-
ity with large mir-
rors. Patio and con-
crete parking and 
nice yards. 1 year 
lease, you pay elec-
tric and water. 
Please call 409-626-
1968 or 409-735-
6277.

For Rent 3 bed-
room, 1 1/2 bath in 
Bridge City area.  
$1200 monthly, 
$600 security de-
posit required.  
Please call 409-670-
6255

For Sale: 2017 3/2 
mobile home , 20x20 
porch , 20x20 car-
port. Open concept 
in living room and 
kitchen with 13’ bar. 
Updates throughout. 
10x12 new metal 
shed , Landry room , 
pantry, barn doors. 
409-988-3143

Travel trailer 32 
foot excellent condi-
tion one slide elec-
tric awning sleep six 
extra large bathroom 
with plenty of stor-
age outside kitchen 
with grill 16,000.00 
OBO Ask for DB 
409-289-1748

Lexus 2011 LS 460 
for sale, loaded, 
silver, one owner.  
111,000 miles. Ask-
ing $18,000.  Please 
call 337-302-8897

For sale at Claybar 
Cemetery, 2 plots, 
Lot No. 153, Block B, 
Unit No. 3-4, Section 
No. 1 in Garden of 
Christus.  $5300.00  
Please call Paula at 
409-735-3812.

Closing Business Sale
Restaurant Equip.
for Sale. A Com-
mercial 3 door 
Cooler for back of 
the restaurant.  
Commercial 6 
Burner Gas Stove.  
Commercial Viking 
Convection Oven 
on legs in great 
condition. Catering 
dishes, China, 
Glassware, Silver-
ware and Decora-
tive Trays, Crystal 
items and more!  
TV’s and lots of 
Dining Tables and 
Chairs. Daily can 
be seen 11:00-2:00 
and 4:00-6:30. 
2530 Texas Ave. 
Pink & Navy build-
ing next to Daily 
Donuts in Bridge 
City by the High 
School.

A P P L I A N C E S

R V  F O R  S A LE

B U R I A L  P LO T

FOR SALE

REAL ESTATE

American 
Legion Post 49
409-886-1241

Hall Rental

FIND US  ON   
FACEBOOK

@ TheRecordLive

TRACTOR 
WORK

• Bush Hogging  
• Water 

• Dirt & Shell  
  • Sewer

• Electrical  
• Digging Services

LOCAL
409-670-2040

HELP 
WANTED

FULL TIME &
PART TIME

GROCERY STOCKERS
GROCERY CHECKERS  

DELI WORKERS

APPLY IN PERSON 
ONLY  - NO PHONE 

CALLS PLEASE!

K-DAN”S
SUPER FOODS _ 

9604 FM 105
DANNY’S SUPER 

FOODS
2003 Western

NOTICE TO
CREDITORS
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T R AC T O R  WO R K

HE LP  WA N T E D

L E G A L  N O T I C E

AU T O  F O R  S A LE

• LEGAL NOTICES •  

• ENGAGEMENTS •  

• WEDDINGS  •  

• ANNIVERSARIES •

Please call us at:  
409•886•7183  
or Email us at:  

news@
therecordlive.com

OR 

ads@

the recordlive.com

H O U S E  F O R  R E N T

BUSINESS CARD 
LISTINGS TO 

PROMOTE YOUR 
BUSINESS

409•886•7183

NOTICE TO
CREDITORS

The property commonly known as 315 Mill 
Street, Vidor, TX 77662 is scheduled to be 
sold at public foreclosure auction on 
02/07/2023 at 01:00 PM or no later than 3 
hours thereafter at the back door of the 
Courthouse in Orange County, Texas, or if 
the preceding area is no longer the desig-
nated area, at the area most recently desig-
nated by the Orange County Commission-
er’s Court. The Substitute Trustee will be 
Margie Allen, Kyle Barclay, Tommy Jack-
son, Keata Smith, Stephanie Hernandez, 
Selim Taherzadeh, or Michael Linke, any to 
act. The winning bidder buys “as is” and 
must pay at the auction with certified 
funds.

Notice is hereby 
given that original 
Letters Testamentary 
for the Estate of 
GARY WAYNE ROST, 
Deceased, were i s-
sued on DECEM-
BER 13 , 2022, in 
Cause No. P19568, 
pending in the County 
Court at Law of 
Orange County, 
Texas, to: MICHELLE 
MARIE LEBLANC.

All persons hav-
ing claims against 
this Estate which is 
currently being ad-
ministered are re-
quired to present 
them to the under-
signed within the 
time and in the man-
ner prescribed by 
law.

c/o:
Paul M. Fukuda
Attorney At Law
312 Border Street
Orange, TX  77630

DATED the  1st day 
of June, 2022.

Paul M. Fukuda
Paul M. Fukuda  

           
Attorney for:
Michelle Marie LeBlanc
State Bar No.: 
00789915
312 Border Street
Orange, TX 77630
Phone:(409)883-4357

Fax: (409)883-6263
Email: pfukudalawof-
fice@yahoo.com

Notice is here-
by given that 
original Letters 
T e s t a m e n t a r y 
for the Estate of 
KATHERINE GAY 
BLAKE,  Deceased, 
were issued on 
JANUARY 4, 
2023, in Cause No. 
P19548, pending in 
the County Court 
at Law of Orange 
County, Texas, to: 
Amanda Megan 
DeGraw Jean-
Pierre.

All persons hav-
ing claims against 
this Estate which 
is currently being 
administered are 
required to pres-
ent them to the 
undersigned within 
the time and in the 
manner prescribed 
by law.

c/o:  
James R. Dunaway
Attorney at Law
P.O. Box 100
Orange, TX 

77631-0100

Dated the  9th day 
of January, 2023.

James R. Dunaway
James R. Dunaway

Attorney for: 
 Amanda Megan DeGraw                         

 Jean-Pierre
   State Bar No.: 06208000 

P.O. Box 100                                                        
Orange, TX 77631-0100
jrdunaway@sbcglobal.net

Notice is here-
by given that 
original Letters 
Testamentary for 
the Estate of LINDA 
MARIE BARRAS,  
D e c e a s e d , 
were issued on 
JANUARY 4, 
2023, in Cause No. 
P19549, pending in 
the County Court 
at Law of Orange 
County, Texas, to: 
Troy Jason Barras.

All persons hav-
ing claims against 
this Estate which 
is currently being 
administered are 
required to pres-
ent them to the 
undersigned within 
the time and in the 
manner prescribed 
by law.

c/o:  
James R. Dunaway
Attorney at Law
P.O. Box 100
Orange, TX 

77631-0100

Dated the  9th day 
of January, 2023.

James R. Dunaway
James R. Dunaway

Attorney for: 

   Troy Jason Barras
   State Bar No.: 06208000 

P.O. Box 100                                                        
Orange, TX 77631-0100
jrdunaway@sbcglobal.net

NOTICE TO
CREDITORS

STATEPOINT 
CROSSWORD

THEME: AT THE 
SUPERMARKET

ACROSS

1. Rock bottom
6. Attorneys’ org.
9. Hefty volume
13. Cast ____
14. It’s all the rage
15. Miserable
16. Fit for a king
17. Back then
18. Do like Dem-
osthenes
19. *Checkout 
clerk
21. *Meat profes-
sional
23. “____ the land 
of the free...”
24. Fictional Hi-
malayan
25. Meme move
28. Man Ray’s art 
movement
30. On cloud nine
35. Crude group
37. Seaside bird
39. Formerly 
known as dropsy
40. Make-up art-
ist?

41. Blast from the 
past
43. Bruce Willis’ 
--
44. Chocolate 
substitute
46. Mischievous 
sprites
47. Plaintiff
48. *Advanta-
geous display
50. ____ Spuman-
te
52. Meddle
53. Largest share 
owner
55. “____ to Joy”
57. *Coldest dis-
play
61. *”What’s on 
____?”
65. Main artery in 
the body
66. Feathery 
neckwear
68. Isolated
69. Hipbone-re-
lated
70. Octopus’ de-
fense
71. Espresso plus 
steamed milk
72. Eye contact
73. Word from #32 
Down

74. Goes up or 
down

DOWN
1. D.E.A. agent
2. On a deck, per-
haps
3. Pad
4. Gem State
5. Depended on
6. From a distance
7. *Reusable one
8. Hacienda brick
9. Cleopatra’s 
necklace
10. Moonfish
11. Boundary line
12. Looker or 
ogler
15. Capable of 
movement
20. One of the 
Muses
22. Shoshonean
24. Railyard work-
--
25. Gabbana’s 
partner
26. Relating to 
bees
27. Edward 
Teach’s facial fea-
ture
29. *Prepared 
food department
31. Contributes

32. Get ready to 
drive (2 words)
33. Type of wheat
34. *Ricotta and 
eggs section
36. Semiaquatic 
tetrapod, for 
short
38. Sips from a 
flask?
42. Bar by estop-
pel
45. Novelist Hon-
orÈ de ____
49. Blackbird des-
sert
51. Paragons
54. Galactic path
56. Pomp
57. Be unsuccess-
ful
58. Dramatic part
59. Sportscaster 
Andrews
60. JFK or ORD 
postings
61. Japanese al-
coholic beverage
62. Tiny amount
63. Not in favor of
64. Lecherous 
look
67. *O in BOGO



THE RECORD’S  Sports & More B

District action resumed 
Tuesday, January 3, for the 
Bridge City Cardinals and 
began for the Little Cy-
press Mauriceville Bears 
at the Dr. Pauline Colburn 
Hargrove Gymnasium. 
The Cardinals won a 
thrilling game 63-62 over 
the Bears.

Bridge City participated 
in the LCM/IP Classic at 
Little Cypress Mauricev-
ille the week before. Car-
dinal Coach Randall Rob-
ertson wanted his team to 
become more familiar 
with the gym for Tuesday’s 
game. “We like playing in 
that tournament for a rea-
son because we get a cou-
ple extra games in their 
gym right before we play 
them typically. The Bears 
are a great team and well 
coached, but we knew we 
had a shot coming in,” 
Robertson explained.

The game started like it 
was going to be the Bears’ 
day at their home gym. 
LCM jumped to a 6-0 lead 
on threes by Ben Elliott 
and Alantheon Winn. The 
Cardinals scored ten of 

the next 
twelve 
points and 
took their 
first lead 
10-8 on a 
basket by 
Walker 
Britten.

Ty Black-
mon hit back-to-back 
threes for the Bears to re-
gain the advantage for Lit-
tle Cypress Mauriceville. 
Blackmon’s second trey 
was at the buzzer to make 
the score 14-10 after one 
period.

The Cardinals kept the 
pressure on LCM at the 
start of the second quar-
ter. Jerris Brown made a 
beautiful put back and 
Fernando Rodriguez 
drained a three-point field 
goal to help Bridge City go 
up by one point 15-14 at 
the 5:19 mark of the sec-
ond.

The score seesawed 
back and forth until Ro-
driguez hit his second 
three pointer of the quar-
ter to put the Cardinals on 
top 22-19. Bridge City 
would never trail again in 
the game.

Rodriguez added a field 
goal and two free throws 
as the Bridge City advan-

tage was stretched to six 
points 29-23. Elliott made 
a basket and a free throw 
for the Bears to make the 
score 29-26 at the half.

As the second half start-
ed Britten was fouled 
when shooting a three 
pointer and made all three 

free throws for the Cardi-
nals. Brown hit a jump 
shot followed by tipping a 
rebound back into the 
hoop to spark a 14-4 run 
late in the third quarter to 
give Bridge City a 45-34 
lead. Noah Fuller hit a 
three as the buzzer sound-
ed to pull the Bears within 
eight points going to the 
last quarter.

Little Cypress Mau-
riceville battled back and 
actually tied the game 57-
57 with less than three 
minutes remaining in reg-
ulation. Two free throws 
by Britten and two by Ro-
driguez helped Bridge City 
regain a four-point lead.

Elliott narrowed the 
deficit to one point before 
Jagger Carlin of the Cardi-
nals sank two free throws 
in two separate trips to the 
free throw line to put 

Roberts Ford
ORANGE COUNTY’S FORD DEALER

NEW 2022 FORD
EXPEDITION XLT
$1500
OFF MSRP

2022 ESCAPE SE

Great Selection of
Certified Pre-owned

Vehicles In Stock!

Secure Auto Financing 
Through Roberts Ford

Finance Center

Roberts Ford
Dealer Discounts 

$3,000 OFF
MSRP ON SELECT FORD TRUCKS*

AND NO PAYMENT
FOR 90 DAYS**

1601 GREEN AVENUE • ORANGE, TEXAS • (409) 883-3581

SHOP NOW

Stock No. 8613

CJ WAGNER
SALES EXECUTIVE

GAVIN CALLARMAN
SALES EXECUTIVE

IVY BLANDA
SALES EXECUTIVE

BILLY HILTON
SALES DIRECTOR

Our No-Pressure, Stress-Free
Sales Team Are Here To Help

$1000
DEALER
SAVINGS

Stock No. 8647

$30,100MSRP
$31,100

UP
TO

Example: Stk# 8629 MSRP $65,740 includes $1,500 Dealer 
Discount. Tax, Title and License excluded. Available to qualified 

customers on approved credit. See dealer for details.
Expires 01/03/2023.

IN
STOCK
NOW

2022 FORD EDGE SE
Iconic Silver, Interior Ebony, AWD, Auto Trans. & More
$3,000

MANUFACTURER
INCENTIVE

$38,000
MSRP: $41,000.00

IN
STOCK
NOW

STOCK
No. 8632

IN
STOCK
NOW

*Example: Stk.# 8627.MSRP $47,710 includes Dealer Discount, Tax, title and license fees 
excluded. Available to qualified customers on approved credit. **90 day delayed payment 

options available when you purchase a select new Ford vehicle from dealer stock and 
finance through Ford Credit. Subject to credit approval. Delayed payment and accrual of 

interest begins exactly 90 days from the contract date. Consumer responsible for payment 
of accrued interest. See dealer for details. Expires 01/03/2023.

2022 Ford 
F-150 LARIAT 
STOCK No. 8640

IN
STOCK
NOW

UP
TO

2022 FORD EXPLORER XL

$44,325

Agate black, Interior Light Slate, Automatic Trans & More

$2,000
DEALER SAVINGS

MSRP: $46,325.00

IN
STOCK
NOW

Stock No. 8613

Stock No.
8629

Dan Perrine
For The Record

Keylie Washburn got 
the Little Cypress Mau-
riceville Lady Bears off to 
a great start against their 
cross county rival the 
Bridge City Lady Cardi-
nals in their first district 
game following the 
Christmas break. Wash-
burn scored the initial 
thirteen points of the 
game and the Lady Bears 
prevailed 52-33 at Bridge 
City on Tuesday, January 
3.

The first field goal by 
Washburn set the tempo 
in the opening quarter. 
Keylie added two free 
throws, put a rebound off 
her own shot back in the 
hoop, hit a three pointer, 
made a steal that resulted 
in two more points, and 
then sank another shot to 
make the score 13-0 caus-
ing the Lady Cardinals to 
regroup with Coach Larry 
Sterling after a timeout.

The break may have 
helped as Cambree La-
Comb and MaKenna 
Knight of Bridge City con-
nected on three pointers 
to get the Lady Cardinals 
on the scoreboard. Bridge 
City cut the lead to just 
two points 16-14 on a late 
three by Kaylee Britten at 
the end of the first quar-
ter.

The start of the second 
was not an exact repeat of 
the first quarter but it 
started with Washburn 
scoring the first basket 
and the Lady Bears pad-
ding their lead to 25-16. 
The Lady Cardinals could 
only trim one point from 
the LCM advantage and 
went to the locker room 
down 27-19 at the half.

The third quarter was 
the Keylie Washburn 
show again as she scored 
all but two of the Lady 
Bears points in the period. 
Washburn’s nine points in 
the third gave her 26 for 
the game and put Little 
Cypress Mauriceville up 
38-23 with one quarter 
left to play.

In the final period Key-
lie was satisfied with pass-
ing the ball and got at least 
two clear assists at that 
time. Annabelle Fisher 

scored six points in the 
fourth and Mackenzie 
Clark nailed two threes 
for the Lady Bears as they 
pulled away 52-33 for the 
victory.

Not surprisingly Wash-
burn was the game’s high 
scorer with 26 points. 
Fisher and Clark finished 
with 9 points. Haelee 
Fitzhugh and Eden Fren-
zel were the other Lady 
Bears to score both regis-
tering 4 points.

Ten Lady Cardinals got 
in the scorebook with at 
least a point. LaComb and 
Knight were Bridge City’s 
top point producers with 6 
apiece.

Coach Eddie Michalko 
of the Lady Bears looked 
down the road at their up-
coming opponents. “Ev-
erybody we play is so 
much bigger than we are 
that we just have to work 
as hard as we can to keep 
the basketball much less 
get the rebounds,” Mi-
chalko admitted.

The Little Cypress Mau-
riceville played at home 
against the Vidor Lady Pi-
rates on Friday, January 6. 
LCM captured the win 58-
28 over Vidor raising the 
Lady Bears’ record to 3-1 
in district.

Tuesday, January 10, 
LCM played at Lumber-
ton. The Lady Bears re-
turn home on Friday, Jan-
uary 13, to play the Jasper 
Lady Bulldogs.

The Bridge City Lady 
Cardinals had their first 
half bye on Friday before 
playing on Tuesday, Janu-
ary 10, at Vidor. The Lady 

Washburn key to 
Lady Bears win
over Bridge City

BRIDGE CITY Page 4B
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H FRIDAY NIGHT FOOTBALL PREVIEW INSIDE

Kaz’s Fearless
Football Forecast
H AFC CONFERENCE

• LOS ANGELES CHARGERS (10-7) over
JACKSONVILLE
 (9-8) 7:15 p.m. Sat. at Jacksonville (NBC).
• BUFFALO (13-3) over MIAMI
 (9-8) 12:00 p.m. Sun. at Buffalo (CBS)
• CINCINNATI (12-4) over BALTIMORE (10-7)  
 7:15 p.m. Sun. at Cincinnati (NBC).

H NFC CONFERENCE

• SAN FRANCISCO (13-4) over SEATTLE (9-8)
 3:30 p.m. Sat. at San Francisco (Fox).
• MINNESOTA (13-4) over
NEW YORK GIANTS (9-7-1)
 3:30 p.m. Sun. at Minnesota (Fox).
• DALLAS (12-5) over TAMPA BAY (8-9)
 7:15 p.m. Mon. at Tampa Bay.

Cardinals win thriller at LCM

2022 NFL “Wild Card” Games

OC SPORTS BEAT
DAN PERRINE
For The Record

Dan Perrine

Fernando Rodriguez of 
Bridge City scored 17 
points including three 
three-pointers to help the 
Cardinals in their win over 
LCM

LCM’s Keylie Washburn 
scored 26 points to lead the 
Lady Bears in their win over 
the Bridge City Lady Cardi-
nals.
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The final week of the 
regular National Football 
League season ended Sun-
day with a lot of question 
marks about this week-
end’s wild card playoffs 
being answered and a cou-
ple of head coaches losing 
their jobs.

The Houston Texans 
boldly went for a two-
point conversion trailing 
31-30 with time running 
out and were successful, 
winning only their third 
game of the season 32-31 
over the Colts at Indianap-
olis.

But the victory was 
costly in two different 
ways—the Texans lost the 
Lousiest Team Award 
which was the No. 1 pick 
in April’s 2023 NFL draft 
to the Chicago Bears and 
were also minus their head 
coach Lovie Smith, who 
was unceremoniously 
fired by CEO Cal McNair 
shortly after the game 
ended.

McNair was nervously 
pacing around in the wan-
ing seconds of the game, 
which led fans and Hous-
ton Chronicle sports writ-
ers to believe this was a 
pre-determined action 
planned earlier in the 
week. 

The head man must 
have felt very uncomfort-
able congratulating Smith 
for his great decision to go 
for the win and not the tie 
for an overtime period, re-
membering the first time 
these two teams met in 
the season opener in 
Houston that the overtime 
period didn’t produce any 
points and ended in a 20-
20 tie and then telling him 
“Oh, by the way, you’re 
fired.”

If anyone should have 
gotten canned, my choice 
would have been general 
manager Nick Caserio, 
who signed those 53 inept 
players on the roster and 
then told Lovie Smith to 
“go win with these guys”. 
Vince Lombardi would 
have had a tough time 
matching Smith’s results.

Losing the top draft 
choice shouldn’t hurt the 
team much because there 
are many prospects (espe-
cially quarterbacks) who 
would be eager to lead this 
team.

Caserio’s rebuilding tac-
tics would take the team 
into the 2030’s to even get 
a winning record at the 
rate he’s “improving” the 
team. There was some 
good young talent that 
played well this season, 
but there also were some 
veterans who weren’t cut-
ting it. 

Houston earned some 
additional draft picks—
mainly from the Deshaun 
Watson trade—that 
should be helpful if done 
correctly.

The Dallas Cowboys 
have a good team and a 
good coach plus a med-
dling owner and went into 
Sunday’s game at Wash-
ington with a chance to 
win the East Division title 
with a bye this week and 

the home 
field for 
every game 
leading up 
to the Su-
per Bowl.

Several 
things had 
to take 

place—like 
the Philadelphia Eagles 
losing to the New York Gi-
ants—but more impor-
tantly, the Cowboys tak-
ing care of business 
against the Commanders.

Neither happened, so 
the Cowboys had to settle 
for remaining the NFC’s 
No. 5 seed and having to 
travel to Tampa Bay to 
play the Buccaneers in the 
wild card round Monday 
night.

Quarterback Dak 
Prescott had perhaps his 
worst outing as a Cowboy, 
completing just 14 of 37 
passes for a paltry 128 
yards and threw a pick-6 
that got Washington on 
the scoreboard.            The 
sad part of this scenario is 
that the Commanders 
used third-string rookie 
quarterback Sam Howell, 
who had never played a 
down this season and he 
led his team to an easy 
26-6 victory.

Dallas will play the Buc-
caneers (8-9) Monday 
night at Tampa Bay and 
are expected to win. But 
not so fast—Bucs’ quarter-
back Tom Brady has never 
lost to the Cowboys in sev-
en meetings and Dallas 
has lost the last eight 
post-season games on the 
road.

Kansas City and Phila-
delphia each won the No. 1 
seed of their respective 
conference and will enjoy 
a bye in this weekend’s 
wild card playoff round 
plus the homefield advan-
tage throughout the play-
offs.

The playoffs begin 3:30 
p.m. Saturday when the 
seventh-seeded Seattle Se-
ahawks meet the 49ers in 
San Francisco. 

The Seahawks became 
big Detroit Lions fans 
Sunday night rooting 
them on to an upset victo-
ry over Green Bay which 
eliminated the Packers 
and gave Seattle the final 
spot in the NFC playoffs.

The other game Satur-
day finds the fifth-seeded 
LA Chargers at Jackson-
ville, after the Jaguars 
used a fumble recovery 
late in the game to defeat 
the Tennessee Titans 20-
16 and win the AFC South 
Division.

Three games are on tap 
Sunday when the Buffalo 
Bills host the Miami Dol-
phins at noon, followed by 
the New York Giants at 
Minnesota at 3:30 p.m. 
and Baltimore at Cincin-
nati at 7:15 p.m. in a re-
match of Sunday’s 27-16 
victory by the Bengals.

The wild card round 
concludes Monday night 
when the Dallas Cowboys 
travel to Tampa Bay to 
take on the Buccaneers at 
7:15 p.m.

KWICKIES…

Deion Sanders discov-

ered a slight problem 
when taking over the 
coaching reins for the Col-
orado Buffaloes, pertain-
ing to the clothes he wears. 
The sharp-dressing Coach 
Prime as he is called, has a 
clothing contract with 
Underarmor while Colo-
rado has an exclusive con-
tract with Nike which 
means he will have to wear 
the Nike brand anytime he 
is coaching or practicing 
the team for the next five 
years.

The Denver Broncos re-
ceived permission from 
Fox Sports to interview 
former New Orleans 
Saints head coach Sean 
Peyton for the coaching 
job that is currently open. 
But one stipulation is that 
it can’t happen before Jan. 
17. Peyton said he’s happy 
with the team at Fox and 
the job is much less stress-
ful than coaching, but 
he’ll weigh the options.

The NFC East Division, 
which will have three of its 
four member teams par-
ticipating in the wild card 
playoffs this week, has 
gone 18 straight NFL sea-
sons without having a re-
peat division champion.

ESPN’s “First Take” 
show announced Monday 
that Kliff Kingsbury has 
been fired by the Arizona 
Cardinals. Kingsbury, the 
former head coach at Tex-
as Tech, has delivered only 

one playoff appearance in 
his four years with the 
Cards.

The New England Patri-
ots allowed four touch-
downs of 40-plus yards 
Sunday in the Buffalo 
Bills’ 35-13 win. The Patri-
ots had never even allowed 
two-plus touchdowns over 
40 yards under Bill Beli-
chick.

JUST BETWEEN US…

The Most Valuable Play-
er in the AFC shouldn’t 
even be close as Kansas 
City quarterback Patrick 
Mahomes should have it 
all wrapped up, not only 
for setting the NFL record 
for passing and rushing 
yards in a season, but for 
some of the things he does 
off the field. Last summer, 
before the official training 
camp began, Mahomes 
brought the offensive play-
ers to Dallas and had them 
get to know their team-
mates better off the field 
and let them work on their 
blocking schemes in skull 
sessions, of course with 
the blessing of Head 
Coach Andy Reid.  He fed 
them and housed them 
and entertained them for a 
relaxing week before re-
porting to training camp. 
Reid recognizes Mahomes’ 
value to the team both on 
and off the field.

Here to help life go right.

DONNA GRAY BILL NICKUM CHERYL SQUIRES

Bill Nickum LUTCF
1930 Texas Ave. Bridge City

(409) 735-3595

Texans win then lose, Cowboys
lose but are in the playoffs

Joe Kazmar

KAZ’S KORNER
Joe Kazmar
For The Record

DAN PERRINE
FOR THE RECORD

The Orangefield Lady 
Bobcats played two games 
since the Christmas holi-
day.  The Lady Bobcats 
split the two games played 
but lost the services of one 
of their top players.

Orangefield’s Harleigh 
Rawls has been a leading 
scorer, a good rebounder, 
and a top playmaker for 
the Lady Bobcats during 
the season.  Rawls has an 
arm injury she suffered in 
the Bill Tennison Tourna-
ment the week between 
Christmas and the New 
Year which had her out of 
uniform on the bench for 
both of the last two games.

Coach Eric Girola up-
dated the status of 
Harleigh for games this 
week.  “We’ll see if she’s 
able to get back to play 
this coming week but I 

want to make sure she gets 
as much rest as possible,” 
Girola replied.

On Tuesday, January 3, 
Orangefield played the 
Hardin Lady Hornets.  
The Lady Bobcats got a 
key district win 43-38 in 
Hardin.

Kaylea Gravett had a 
marvelous game for the 
Lady Bobcats.  Gravett 
was the leading scorer for 
Orangefield with 15 
points.  Kaylea made three 
steals, handed out three 
assists, and blocked a shot.

Post Greenlea Oldham 
played a solid game for 
Orangefield with 12 
points, 18 rebounds, 5 
steals, and 3 blocks.  
Brooklyn Wagoner scored 
6 points with two steals.  
Both Steeley Franklin and 
Ava Dyer tallied 4 points 
in the win.

Lady Bobcats lose 
late to Warren

Kaylea Gravett of 
the Lady Bobcats 
was their leading 

scorer in back
to back games
with Hardin
and Warren.

ORANGEFIELD Page 3B
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FOR SALE
Sorry, JB’s BBQ Restaurant is closing January 13 at 2 p.m.

 Miss Mary and JB are too tired and too old. 
Together added ages are 198 years!

FOR SALE:
JB’S BBQ
RESTAURANT -
almost 51 years in
business on  3750 Old Hwy. 
90 and IH 10 with
1 1/2 acres landscaped land.

H Restuarant Includes:

• Smokehouse
• One Walk-In Freezer
• One Walk-In Cooler
• Three Oyler BBQ Pits

•  All facilities and equip-
ment fully stocked with 
seasons, pot/pans only 
lacking the food to cook for 
serving

•  Separate kitchen
•  Seats over 100 with
separate room for meetings
•  Walk-In Cooler
•  Chest Freezer
• Office  • Separate with all 
modern communication 
equipment.

H Home
 
• 2 Bedrooms with glassed 
in patio, plenty of room for 
entertainment, recreation
and  fishing.

H People 

• We have served and en-
joyed the people from 

around the globe and their 
hospitality!

H Happiness 

• If you want to work hard, 
have a nice home on the 
property, this may be for 
you.

By Appointment Only
with JB Arrington:

409-988-4733

If purchased, we will be 
mentors for help.

The following Friday, January 6, the 
Lady Bobcats hosted Warren.  The game 
started like it would be another one in 
the win column for Orangefield.

Three baskets by Gravett and a three-
point basket by Wagoner gave the Lady 
Bobcats a 9-1 lead.  Wagoner added two 
free throws and Orangefield enjoyed an 
11-1 advantage after one quarter.

Warren staged a good comeback in 
the second quarter limiting Orangefield 
to just two free throws made.  The score 
at the half was 13-11 in favor of the Lady 
Bobcats.

The third quarter was another strong 
one for Orangefield as Gravett dropped 

Orangefield Bobcats win third straight in district

The following Friday, 
January 6, the Lady Bob-
cats hosted Warren.  The 
game started like it would 
be another one in the win 
column for Orangefield.

Three baskets by 
Gravett and a three-point 
basket by Wagoner gave 
the Lady Bobcats a 9-1 
lead.  Wagoner added two 
free throws and Orange-
field enjoyed an 11-1 ad-
vantage after one quarter.

Warren staged a good 
comeback in the second 
quarter limiting Orange-
field to just two free 
throws made.  The score at 
the half was 13-11 in favor 
of the Lady Bobcats.

The third quarter was 
another strong one for Or-
angefield as Gravett 
dropped a three as did 

Wagoner to make the 
score 19-13 for the Lady 
Bobcats.  Playing with 
three fouls Oldham made 
her presence felt with her 
first bucket of the game 
late in the period.

Orangefield took a 23-16 
edge into the final quarter.  
Warren cut the lead to two 
points before Oldham 
scored her last basket be-
fore fouling out of the 
game.  The Oldham field 
goal would be the only 
points in the fourth quar-
ter for the Lady Bobcats 
until the final second of 
the contest.

The Lady Warriors took 
their first lead of the game 
on a free throw with just 
30 seconds left to play.  
Warren added a field goal 
to go up 28-25.  Orange-

field’s Brianna Moore was 
fouled in the last second 
and made one of two free 
throws to make the final 
score 28-26 in favor of 
Warren.

The young Lady Bobcats 
were handicapped without 
the ball handling skills of 
Rawls to be able to even 
inbound the ball.  The ab-
sence of Oldham’s senior 
leadership on the court 
because of her foul trou-
bles keeping her on the 
bench was another reason 
for the Orangefield col-
lapse in the final quarter.

Gravett and Wagoner 
both finished the game 
with 9 points.  Oldham 
scored four points and 
four Lady Bobcats each 
made one free throw for 
their only points in the 

game. The Orangefield 

Lady Bobcats played the 
East Chambers Lady Bucs 
on Tuesday, January 10, at 
Winnie.  The final game of 
the first half of district for 

the Lady Bobcats will be 
Friday, January 13, at Or-
angefield against the Ana-
huac Lady Panthers.

Orangefield Lady Bobcats From Page 2B

DAN PERRINE
FOR THE RECORD

Before Christmas the Or-
angefield Bobcats won their 
own tournament.  The week af-
ter Christmas the Bobcats were 
runners-up in the Franklin 
Tournament.  The first week of 
the New Year Orangefield re-
sumed district action and were 
undefeated through three dis-
trict games.

On Tuesday, January 3, the 
Bobcats traveled to Hardin and 
played the Hornets.  The first 
quarter summed up the game 
as Orangefield jumped to an 
18-4 lead and went on to a deci-
sive 77-38 victory.

Pete Ragusa of the Bobcats 
was the high scorer with 28 
points.  Jaden Scales and Zane 
Wrinkle scored in double fig-
ures with 14 and 13 points re-
spectfully.  Scales had eight as-
sists for the Bobcats.  

Post Morgan Sampson play-
ing with a brace on his left knee 

led Orangefield in rebounds 
with six.  Sampson was not ex-
pected to play any more basket-
ball after the Orangefield Tour-
nament.  Coach Jake McDonald 
responded, “Morgan’s had some 
knee trouble, but got a good 
prognosis over the holidays, 
and he’s definitely a big asset as 
a two time all-district player in 
basketball, so getting him back 
is a pretty big deal for us.”

The Bobcats went to 18-5 on 
the season and 3-0 in district 
when they defeated the Warren 
Warriors at the Orangefield 
Gymnasium on Friday, January 
6.  Orangefield again took a big 
lead early and won 76-48 over 
Warren.

After scoring the first four 
points of the game the Bobcats 
played about even with the 
Warriors who pulled to within 
two points 12-10.  Orangefield 
got two late baskets from Pete 
Ragusa and one from Brayden 
Parker the same two Bobcats 
that opened the scoring to lead 

18-10 after the first quarter.
Freshman Jaden Scales 

popped a three-pointer to begin 
the second period that gave the 
Bobcats a double digit advan-
tage.  Orangefield scored 23 
points during the quarter and 
enjoyed a 41-25 lead at the half.

The third quarter was the 
only one of the four in the game 
that was close.  Kane Smith 
went coast to coast to score a 
basket for the Bobcats and then 
made a three-point play later to 
make the score 51-32.  Koen 
Maddox scored on a sweet pass 
from Parker to finish the period 
and give Orangefield an eigh-
teen point advantage going to 
the fourth quarter.

In the final period Orange-
field’s Zane Wrinkle made a 
rare four-point play when he 
was fouled while sinking a 
three-point basket and then 
nailed the free throw.  The Bob-
cats matched their 23 points 
scored in the second quarter in 
the fourth quarter as well to 

conclude the twenty-eight 
point triumph.

Eight Bobcats scored at least 
four points showing great bal-
ance in the scorebook.  “That’s 
really kind of what we strive for, 
it’s one of our goals every night 
to have at least three guys in 

double figures and tonight we 
had some other guys score 
which as we move forward in 
the year we’re definitely going 
to need other guys to step up,” 
McDonald expressed.

Ragusa led the Bobcats with 
15 points.  Three other Bobcats 
were in double figures followed 
by Scales who had 13, Parker 
scored 12, and Wrinkle tallied 
10 points.  Morgan Sampson 
registered 6 points and pulled 
down 8 rebounds to lead Or-
angefield in that statistic.  

The schedule gets much 
tougher in the next two weeks.  
On Tuesday, January 10, the 
Orangefield Bobcats play the 
East Chambers Buccaneers at 
Winnie in one of the key games 
for the first half of district.  The 
Bobcats will play back to back 
home games in the next week.  
Friday, January 13, the Anahuac 
Panthers come to Orangefield 
and on Tuesday, January 17, the 
Kountze Lions visit the Bob-
cats.

Orangefield’s Morgan Sampson 
has been given approval to play 
with a knee brace and is perform-
ing to his previous all-district level 
in recent games.
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Just like the old saying 
“all good things must come 
to an end” the 2022-23 wa-
terfowl season is almost 
over. For plenty of local 
hunters it feels like the sea-
son already ended as this 
crazy weather pattern has 
made staying on the birds a 
challenge. Hunters who 
have been willing to put in 
the scouting time and be 

flexible are 
still shoot-
ing their 
birds but 
they are 
certainly 
working 
for them.

Without 
a doubt the 

hunters who are locked in 
on a freshwater pattern are 
having the most success. 
After the last round of 
thunderstorms and rain the 
saltwater marshes seemed 

to just empty out as the 
birds headed for the prai-
ries and other areas that 
were holding fresh water. 
One of the best bets has 
been along river bottoms 
where water levels took a 
much needed jump after 
the rains. The freshly flood-
ed areas have been magnets 
for good concentrations of 
mallards, gadwall and of 
course wood ducks. Finding 
an area that’s holding these 
concentrations is like find-
ing a gold mine and it cer-

tainly takes some effort so 
don’t think it will be easy. 
Use all the resources avail-
able like satellite photos, 
other maps, and good old 
fashioned burning gas and 
covering ground.

Closer to home it almost 
seems like September as the 
numbers of teal in the area 
have helped fill straps for 
many hunters. Throughout 
the season there have been 
waves of teal come into the 
area for a few days and then 
seemingly over night

vanish. This last big in-
flux of green winged teal 
that showed up has almost 
taken up residence they’ve 
been here so long. With no 
really major cold conditions 
in the immediate forecast 
the teal should hang around 
for a while longer and hope-
fully stay until the season 
ends.

With the final weeks 
staring hunters squarely in 
the eye now may be the 
time to make that hunt or 
try something different you 

have been putting off all 
season. Put standard decoy 
spreads and techniques 
aside and try something 
new like using fewer de-
coys. A simple spread of just 
a few decoys often will pro-
duce some amazing results, 
especially during the last 
weeks of the season when 
the birds get extremely skit-
tish. Going easy on the call-
ing also helps out as well.

Limit yourself to soft 
calls or whistles and leave 
the aggressive hail calls 
alone. Also think about not 
even calling at all when 
birds are headed towards 
your decoy spread, if they 
want in there leave them 

alone, no extra calling nec-
essary. If the ducks pass you 
by then give them a call, 
that’s a much more natural 
presentation.

As we count down the 
days until the season offi-
cially ends it’s hard to be-
lieve how fast it’s gone by. 
Every year is remembered 
for something and this one 
will certainly be no differ-
ent.

Hopefully the final days 
will help us to remember 
that this season was a good 
one. Take advantage of ev-
ery last opportunity be-
cause it will seem like a life-
time until teal season rolls 
back around.

UZZLE Page 6B

Harry’s Appliance
& Service Center

302 North 10th Street • Orange • (409) 886-4111

America’s Leading Brands,
Same Day Delivery!

Latest Models!
Best Prices!
We Service

What We Sell!

LOCALLY OWNED & OPERATED

Bridge City up 63-60 with 
less than 30 seconds to play.

LCM pulled back to one 
point when Elliott made a 
ten-footer from the lane. 
Two missed free throws by 
Bridge City kept the Bears 
chances of the win in regu-
lation alive, and Elliott put 
up a shot at the buzzer that 
stayed out of the hoop giv-
ing the Cardinals the one 
point win.

Britten was the leading 
scorer for Bridge City with 
19 points and was perfect 
from the free throw line 
sinking all ten he took. Ro-
driguez made a strong con-
tribution tallying 17 points. 
Brown scored 8 points for 
the Cardinals, and Aiden 
Gutierrez produced all 7 of 
his points in the fourth 
quarter.

Three Bears scored in 
double figures led by Elliott 
with 20 points. Winn had 
14 and Noah Fuller scored 
13 points.

The game may have been 
decided at the free throw 
line for Bridge City. The 
Cardinals made 21 of 31 
free throws while the Bears 

were successful on 12 out of 
23 shots from the charity 
stripe.

Coach Robertson was 
thrilled with the victory for 
Bridge City. “Our guys 
played four full quarters 
and found a way to pull it 
out something we hadn’t 
done in the past, I’m proud 
of them,” Robertson 
praised.

The Bridge City Cardi-
nals (1-1) had a bye on Fri-
day, January 6, and played 
Vidor on Tuesday, January 
10. The Cardinals play in 
Lumberton on Friday, Janu-
ary 13. Coach Robertson is 
optimistic for Bridge City 
in its upcoming games. 
Robertson predicted, “I 
think we opened with the 
two best teams in the dis-
trict with Silsbee and at 
LCM’s place so we could 
have easily started with two 
losses. I told the guys with 
this win we could carry 
momentum into the rest of 
district to give us a great 
first half of district and be 
in a position to make the 
playoffs.”

The Little Cypress Mau-

riceville Bears (1-1) played 
at Vidor on Friday, January 
6, and defeated the Pirates 
61-44. Ben Elliott led the 
Bears with 30 points and 14 
rebounds. Alantheon Winn 
and Da’Marion Morris both 
scored 9 points against the 
Pirates.

The Bears played at home 
on Tuesday, January 10, 
against the Lumberton 
Raiders. LCM will play the 
Jasper Bulldogs in Jasper on 
Friday, January 13.

Bridge City Cardinals From Page 1B

American Legion host fish fry Jan. 12

The American Legion Post 49, 108 Green Ave will hold a 
fish fry on Thursday, January 12th.  Dinners will consist of 
fried fish, potato salad, cole slaw, green beans, dessert and 
bread.  Orders can be placed all day Wednesday or Thurs-
day morning by calling (409) 886-1241.  We deliver or you 
can pick pick up.

OUTDOORS
Capt. Chuck Uzzle
For The Record

Chuck Uzzle

Waterfowlers looking for rally as the season winds down

Green winged teal have helped fill straps for many local hunters like Hunter Uzzle displays 
here.       RECORD PHOTO: Capt. Chuck Uzzle
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Tommy Mann Jr.
For The Record

A few big shows have 
been announced for 2023 
already as well including 
Aaron Lewis at the Jeffer-
son Theatre on Feb. 4, The 
Mavericks at the Jefferson 
Theatre on Feb. 10 and For 
King and Country at Ford 

Park Arena on May 6. 
Check out the shows below 
and visit the venue websites 
for more details.

IN 2023

• Jan. 13
Air Supply, Golden Nug-

get Casino, Lake Charles, 
La.

• Jan. 19
Eden, House of Blues, 

Houston

• Jan. 20
Cody Johnson, Randy 

Houser, Jesse Raub Jr., Ca-
jun Dome, Lafayette, La.

• Feb. 4
Aaron Lewis, Jefferson 

Theatre, Beaumont

• Feb. 10
The Mavericks, Jefferson 

Theatre, Beaumont

• Feb. 11
Lainey Wilson, Golden 

Nugget Casino, Lake 
Charles, La., Anthrax, Black 
Label Society, Bayou Music 
Center, Houston

• Feb. 12
Danny Ocean, House of 

Blues, Houston

• Feb. 14
Bruce Springsteen & The 

E Street Band, Toyota Cen-
ter, Houston

• Feb. 17
Kenny Wayne Shepherd, 

Golden Nugget Casino, 
Lake Charles, La.

• Feb. 23

 Journey, Toto, Cajun-
Dome, Lafayette, La.

• Feb. 25
John Mellencamp, Smart 

Financial Center, Sugar 
Land

• Feb. 25
Tracy Lawrence, Golden 

Nugget Casino, Lake 
Charles, La.

• March 9
TobyMac, Crowder, Co-

chren & Co., Tasha Layton, 
Jon Reddick, Terrian, Ca-
junDome, Lafayette, La.

• March 12
Static-X, Fear Factory, 

Mushroomhead, Dope, 
House of Blues, Houston

• March 14
Skillet, Theory of a Dead-

man, Saint Asonia, Bayou 
Music Center, Houston

• March 31
Sammy Kershaw, Golden 

Nugget Casino, Lake 
Charles, La.

• April 22
Taylor Swift, NRG Stadi-

um, Houston

• May 6
For King and Country, 

Ford Arena, Beaumont

• June 16
Thomas Rhett, Cole 

Swindell, Nate Smith, Ca-
junDome, Lafayette, La.

• June 30
 Matchbox Twenty, Cyn-

thia Woods Mitchell Pavil-
ion, The Woodlands

• July 8
Blink-182, Turnstile, Toy-

ota Center, Houston

• July 22
Shania Twain, Mickey 

Guyton, Cynthia Woods 
Mitchell Pavilion, The 
Woodlands

Aug. 12
Foreigner, Loverboy, 

Cynthia Woods Mitchell 
Pavilion, The Woodlands

John Green
Orange County
Master Gardeners

Fallen leaves provide 
needed landscape nutrients 
and habitat for over-winter-
ing pollinators (image cour-
tesy TAMU AgriLife). 

As most gardeners know, 
many trees lose their leaves 
during the fall and winter 
months. This is a survival 
mechanism for the tree, in 
which going dormant al-
lows the tree to conserve 
energy and water. Can we 
all agree that raking leaves 
is a chore? Using a lawn 
mower to corral leaves, or 
to shred them into pieces 
like mulch, does not pro-
vide this gardener with the 
aesthetic sought after and 
the process is much too 
noisy! So, let us get started 
and “leaf” through some 
useful tips on the best way 
to gather leaves.   

Autumn leaves were once 
beautiful, bearing vast 
shades of orange, yellow, 
red, and bronze before 
plummeting to the ground. 
Carried by the wind, they 
form into leaf drifts, 
mounds, or cascade into 
thick layers (thatch) in the 
yard. These drifts have the 
capacity to prevent plant 
growth of nearby plants, at-
tract unwanted pests and 
simply look uninviting. For 
most of us, raking leaves 
can easily become an ex-
hausting, tiresome lawn 
maintenance chore. Many 
gardeners may find the task 
of raking leaves tedious, but 
this gardener enjoys taking 
his time outdoors raking 
leaves, listening to the 
sounds of nature, while en-

joying her music!
Many gardening experts 

state allowing fallen leaves 
to remain in place can ben-
efit your yard, local wildlife, 
and the environment, while 
also reducing lawn and gar-
den maintenance. But for 
some of us, it just makes 
sense to rake up some of the 
fallen leaves, especially 
from pathways or an over-
abundance of leaves smoth-
ering other plants. Note 
that thick layers of leaves let 
on lawns can spread disease 
if fallen leaves harbor fun-
gus.

Leaves offer valuable and 
important nutrients which 
replenish the soil. If we 
chose to bag and remove 
them, we are tossing away 
these nutrients every 
healthy garden requires to 
the detriment of our envi-
ronment, as we are filling 
landfills! The debris gener-
ated by trees: leaves, stems, 
seeds, brush, and other 
plant parts are vital for 
overwintering wildlife. Pol-
linators, such as bees, 
moths, and numerous oth-

ers heavily rely on garden 
debris, brush piles and 
leaves to insulate them 
during the colder months.

Is your landscape filled 
with deciduous trees? Tool 
choice and selection can ei-
ther simplify or complicate 
leaf raking. Rakes are made 
from numerous material 
types: steel, polypropylene, 
and bamboo. Some leaf 
rakes are designed for sev-
eral types of leaf removal, 
so it’s important to choose 
the correct one to meet 
your needs. Choosing a 
rake length and tine spread 
is important! A rake with 
the correct handle length, 
which is comfortable for 
your height, means you do 
not have to stoop while us-
ing it. The tines should be 
close to 30-inches across, 
having a no-clog design. 

Before you begin raking, 
locate a comfortable pair of 
shoes, dress for the weather 
and wear heavy-duty leath-
er gloves to prevent blisters, 
and if using machinery 
chose hearing protection 
and safety glasses.

Often gardeners wait for 
leaves to stop falling, I am 
not one of them! Leaves 
continue falling over sever-
al months, meaning the 
lawn is going to look un-
kempt. Raking is not a once-
per-season event, you will 
spend more time outside, 
since thick mats of leaves 
are difficult to remove, be-
coming back-wrenching, 
exhaustive work. 

It never fails, when you 
finally have time to rake, it 
is going to be windy, but 
rather than thinking of this 
as an obstacle, count it as a 
blessing! Utilize Mother 
Natures’ gift (wind) to make 
raking enjoyable. If you 
rake with the wind’s direc-
tion, the process is much 
faster. 

Gardeners short on time, 
wanting “get through” gar-
dening tasks quickly will 
choose lawn equipment op-
tions for leaf removal. A 
leaf blower, when operated 

correctly can certainly cut 
down on the time spent 
raking (corralling) leaves. 
As does a lawn mower with 
mulching blades attached, 
which in turn speeds leaf 
decomposition.

You have mastered the 
art of raking leaves, now 
what are you going to do 
with them?

• If you mow and mulch 
your leaves, you can simply 
leave them in place. This 
fertilizes the lawn over 
time. Or rake the mulched 
leaves around existing 
shrubs, trees, flowers, and 
other garden areas. 

• Create a compost pile if 
you do not already have 
one. Dedicate an area, start 
a compost pile, and incor-
porate leaves with other 
yard debris. Utilize the 
compost to fertilize your 
plants. 

• Compost bags are a 
great option for disposal. 
Many local municipalities 

offer “green waste” collec-
tion, meaning the bagged 
leaves will be composted 
rather than delivered to a 
landfill. Municipalities of-
ten offer compost that you 
can use to enrich your gar-
den’s soil free of charge.

• Burning leaves should 
be the last resort. Burn 
them in small batches, on a 
windless day, away from 
anything which might 
catch fire. Pot ash is gener-
ated from burning leaves, 
which can be utilized as a 
gardening supplement.

If you have specific gar-
dening questions or would 
like more information, 
email me: jongreene57@
gmail.com or contact the 
Orange County Master 
Gardeners Helpline: (409) 
882-7010 or visit our web-
site, or Facebook: Orange 
County Texas Master Gar-
deners Association or  
Email: extension@co.or-
ange.tx.us.

Fallen Leaves: Nutrient rich and pollinator habitats
ORANGE COUNTY MASTER GARDENERS

Entertainment: Going into 2023 and beyond

On Valentine’s Day 2023 Bruce Springsteen & The E Street Band will be performing at the 
Toyota Center in Houston

If you mow and mulch your leaves, you can simply leave them 
in place.
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Abigail Dodds
Regular Contributor
desiringGod.org

If you look at the beginning of 
Proverbs 31, you might find a sur-
prise. The chapter includes not 
simply the famous portrait of an 
excellent wife but also the teach-
ing and influence of a godly moth-
er on her son. Proverbs 31 begins 
with the recitation of a king. And 
what is he reciting? He’s reciting 
“an oracle that his mother taught 
him” (Proverbs 31:1).

What are you doing, my son? 
What are you doing, son of my 
womb? What are you doing, son 
of my vows?

Do not give your strength to 
women, your ways to those who 
destroy kings.

It is not for kings, O Lemuel, it 
is not for kings to drink wine, or 
for rulers to take strong drink, 
lest they drink and forget what 
has been decreed and pervert the 
rights of all the afflicted. (Prov-
erbs 31:2–5)

Verse 10 begins the more fa-
mous portion of Proverbs 31, but 
it’s worth noting that King Lem-
uel is continuing to recite his 
mother’s teaching.

An excellent wife who can 
find? She is far more precious 
than jewels. The heart of her 
husband trusts in her, and he 
will have no lack of gain. (Prov-
erbs 31:10–11)

If our sons were asked about the 
most common teaching of their 
moms, what might their answers 
be? What sort of teaching charac-
terizes our commands?

What Does Mom Say Most?

Our most common commands 
might be mainly safety-oriented: 
“Always wash your hands before 

you eat.” “Wear sunscreen with an 
SPF of 30 or higher.” “Don’t forget 
your bike helmet or seatbelt.” 
Those are not necessarily bad 
commands. But if they are the 
primary teaching of a mother to a 
son, they will not keep a son safe, 
but handicap him.

Perhaps your teaching is mainly 
practical: “Be sure to clean your 
room and make your bed every 
day.” “Finish all the food on your 
plate.” “Always be on time.” 
“Waste not, want not.” These are 
not bad commands; often they’re 
good and helpful. Yet, if those 
commands are left to themselves, 
without a foundation of weightier 
instruction, they will provide only 
earthly help without eternal bene-
fit.

King Lemuel’s mother taught 
him two very important lessons: 
(1) how to avoid temptation so he 
could rule as king, and (2) how to 
find and value an excellent wife. 
In other words, his mother taught 
him how to be a man. And sons 
today still need mothers who can 
help teach them how to be wise, 
just, loving, good men, if not quite 
kings.

Our sons need to learn how to 
be heads of a household — per-
haps also leaders of businesses, 
churches, or governments — and 
men who know what to look for in 
a wife. That means they need 
moms who can instruct them in 
how to judge between right and 
wrong, true and false, good and 
best. And between an excellent 

wife and an evil woman — be-
cause evil women actually exist, 
and our sons need to avoid them.

“There are a lot of sons today 
who need mothers who can help 
teach them how to be wise, just, 
loving, good men.”

Mothers instruct their sons in 
the importance of being a son, a 
boy, a man. Mothers help sons 
know what clothes are fitting for a 
boy versus a girl. They help them 
know what manners and manner-
isms are appropriate for a young 
man. While our sons are young, 
and especially during the teenage 
years, mothers should keep an eye 
out to help their sons become 
godly men — not mom’s protégé, 
not mimicking her femininity. 
Moms remind sons that their 
broad shoulders are not meant to 
slouch, but to carry heavier loads 
for the sake of others.

Guarding from
Sexual Confusion

Mothers need to wisely, 
shrewdly translate the wisdom of 
King Lemuel’s mother to the 
world we live in today, where it’s 
not just a king-destroying woman 
or the dangers of drunkenness he 
needs to avoid — it’s all manner of 
perversity and addiction. We need 
to help our sons avoid the entice-
ments of the LGBTQ+ madness, 
to learn self-control when it 
comes to phones and technology, 
to avoid the deceitful euphemisms 
that have found their way into 

some churches, like “pronoun 
hospitality” or “gender-affirming 
care” or “reproductive freedom.”

Our sons may not be solicited 
on the street by a prostitute, but 
they will likely meet with some 
sinister images or a person who 
tempts them online. Without the 
warnings and cautions and road-
blocks, and the faith-filled prayers 
of their godly mothers restraining 
them, they will be tempted to re-
spond to the sexual advances of 
perverse men and women who 
seek them out in the unseen plac-
es of the Internet. Or, at the very 
least, they will be tempted to 
make light of those who do in-
dulge such perversity — they will 
be tempted to affirm what God 
calls an abomination (Romans 
1:32).

Home as a Mirror
of Mothers

We mothers also need to show 
our children, and perhaps espe-
cially our teenage sons, the re-
spite and safe haven of a Christian 
home, where God’s ways are nor-
mal, and the gospel is for them, 
and repentance and forgiveness 
are quick and ongoing, and God’s 
friendship is for those who fear 
him. We need to be mothers like 
the excellent woman in Proverbs 
31, the one King Lemuel’s mother 
told him about:

Strength and dignity are her 
clothing, and she laughs at the 
time to come. She opens her 
mouth with wisdom, and the 
teaching of kindness is on her 
tongue. She looks well to the ways 
of her household  and does not 
eat the bread of idleness. (Prov-
erbs 31:25–27)

God calls us mothers to look 
well to the ways of our household. 
We make and keep the home, so 
home is often a reflection of us, of 
our own godliness, maturity, sub-
mission to our husband, and con-
formity to Christ — or the lack of 
all those things. The atmosphere 

inside the home can be stale and 
tense and smothering or full of 
clean air and light hearts. The 
rhythms of our home will either 
indulge or discourage idleness.

We can wear the strength and 
confidence and dignity of a moth-
er who fears God and entrusts 
herself to Christ, or we can make 
anxious people-pleasing or selfish 
strife our default setting.

From Teenage Sons
to Godly Men

Remember that our homes are 
testifying and speaking to our 
children. It’s likely that our sons 
will not verbally give us up-to-
the-minute details of all that is in 
their hearts, but their hearts are 
either being softened to God and 
his ways or hardened to them. 
Our home life either authenti-
cates the gospel and the goodness 
of God’s commands, or it misrep-
resents those things and becomes 
a stumbling block through our 
own hypocrisy. We can speak the 
words and warnings of life to our 
sons, or we can prefer safety-ori-
ented rules and practical instruc-
tion over the weightier goal of 
godly manhood.

It’s easy to think that our grow-
ing teenage sons don’t really need 
their mothers. And certainly they 
don’t need us the same way they 
did when they were little. They 
don’t need our constant physical 
care; they need the wise and godly 
oracles of their mom telling them 
how to avoid worldly temptations, 
and what true justice is, and how 
to find a good wife. They need to 
know the respect and love and 
friendship and counsel and 
prayers of their godly mother.

They don’t need to be smoth-
ered or controlled or manipulated 
or used. They don’t need to be pit-
ied or babied or coddled. But they 
do still need their godly mothers 
to offer wise and repeated in-
structions on how to be a man 
while showing them the conta-
gious joy of a woman who fears 
the Lord.

Open Hearts, Open Minds, Open Doors.
Pastor Benny Smith and wife Iberia

(409) 883-4155
Sunday School 9:15 AM / Worship 10:30 AM

Sunday Evening: 6 PM, Wed. Evening 6:30 PM

SUNDAY SERVICE: 8 A.M.
10 A.M. HOLY COMMUNION

In Person or Live Stream On Facebook
Contact Us: (409) 883-2969

Email: st.pauls@stpaulsorangetx.com

Living Word Church
FULL GOSPEL

7403 FM 10006 (Corner of 87 & FM1006)
409-735-6659

COME WORSHIP WITH US
Sunday 10 A.M. & Thursday 6 P.M.

Dr. Rev. Samuel Karunanithi - Pastor
Rev. Ron Richardson, Co-Pastor

“For I know the plans I have
for you,” declares the LORD, 
“plans to prosper you and not
to harm you, plans to give you 

hope and a future.”
Jeremiah 29:11

For Mothers of Future Men

Church Directory

6:30 p.m. Wednesdays: Wednesday-n-the Word Adult 
Bible Study with Pastor Harland, Youth Supper & Bible 

Study (grades 6-12), child care (infants-5th grade)
***NEW OUTDOOR FAMILY MINISTRIES***

TWO
SUNDAY

SERVICES:
9:00 A.M.

AND
10:30 A.M.

Harland
Strother,
Pastor

673 FM 1078 • Orange 
(409) 920-2271

Come be blessed by PASTOR HARLAND’S
ANOINTED MINISTRY  & rockin’ country Gospel

with the COWBOY CROSS BAND
New Ministry & Music Videos weekly on YouTube


