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Bark in the Park,
clean-up planned
in West Orange

West Orange is having a 
special spring weekend 
with a citywide clean-up 
plus a chance for people to 
help clear out the city’s ani-
mal shelter.

The residents-only clean-
up will be from 9 a.m. to 3 
p.m. behind the West Or-
ange Volunteer Fire De-
partment building. 

Bark in the Park, a festi-
val to show off dogs avail-
able for adoption, will be 
Saturday from 11 a.m. to 3 
p.m. at Alford-Seal Plaza 
park next to city hall on 
Western Avenue. 

For the city clean-up, res-
idents may take their metal 
trash, green wastes, and 
discarded appliances to un-
load or place at the special 
dumpsters by the fire sta-
tion. Appliances with freon 
must have the gas removed 

and tagged by someone 
qualified to discard the 
waste. Hazardous wastes 
like tires, paints, batteries, 
and insecticides will not be 
accepted.

People taking debris and 
wastes to the dumpsters 
will be checked for a proof 
of West Orange residency 
and show a photo ID.

This will be the third 
year for Barks in the Park, 
which has grown each time. 
Saturday’s event will in-
clude several vendors, in-
cluding some with baked 
goods plus Big Daddy’s food 
truck. Kids will have a 
chance to play on inflatable 
bounce sets and get their 
faces painted. Music will be 
provided by a professional 
DJ.

But most importantly, 
the West Orange Animal 
Shelter, along with volun-

People in Southeast Tex-
as will have a chance to le-
gally and safely dispose of 
those old tires, paint cans 
and insecticides in the ga-
rage on Saturday, April 15, 
in Beaumont.

The Southeast Texas Re-
gional Planning Commis-
sion along with local indus-
tries, is sponsoring the 

spring hazardous house-
hold waste collection from 
8 a.m. to 1 p.m. at the Ford 
Park Pavilion parking lot at 
5115 South Interstate 10.

People will be able to 
drive up and leave their 
hazardous household prod-
ucts for proper disposal. 
Items that will be accepted 
include automotive producs 
like antifreeze, used oil and 
oil filters, brake fluid, and 
car batteries.

Up to six small and regu-
lar tires will be taken free of 
charge with a $1 each 
charge after the first six.

Also allowed are old 
painting supplies, solvents, 
varnishes, paint strippers, 
and wood preservatives. 
Gardening supplies like 
pesticides, insecticides, fer-
tilizers, weed killers, and 
rat poisons. 

Cleaning materials to be 
collected include polishes, 

drain cleaners, oven clean-
ers, moth balls, cleaning 
concentrates, and batteries.

The hazardous waste col-
lection site, though, will not 
allow appliances, electron-
ics, oversized tires, scrap 
metal, explosives, ammuni-
tion, garbage, medications 
and pharmaceuticals, 
smoke detectors, exit signs, 
medical wastes, or mercury.

Early voting for city 
council and school board 
races across Orange Coun-
ty will begin Monday, April 
24. Election Day is Satur-
day, May 6.

This year, the only elec-
tions are for city councils in 
Orange, Bridge City, Vidor, 
and Rose City. School board 
elections will be for West 
Orange-Cove CISD and Vi-
dor ISD. 

Other cities and school 
districts were able to cancel 
elections because of no 
contested races. Orange-
field ISD, however, has its 
board election in Novem-
ber. Orange County Port 
District and the Orange 
County Drainage District 
have elections in even-num-
bered years.

Early voting will be set up 
at three different boxes. , 
Any registered Orange 
County voter may go to any 
of the three boxes to vote in 
their assigned elections.

On May 6, the Orange 
County Elections Adminis-
tration will have open box 
voting for the first time. 
The county will have five 
voting boxes with regis-

tered county voters able to 
go to any one of the boxes.

The early voting boxes 
will be at the Orange Public 
Library, 220 Fifth Street in 
Orange; Orange County 
Airport conference room, 
2640 South Highway 87, 
and the Raymond Gould 
Community Center, 385 
Claiborne Street in Vidor.

The early voting hours 
are from 8 a.m. to 5 p.m. on 
Monday, Tuesday, Wednes-
day, Thursday, and Friday. 
Extended early voting hours 
will be Monday, May 1, and 
Tuesday, May 2, from 7 a.m. 
to 7 p.m.

The contested Bridge 
City Council seat is for the 
vacated Place 3 with Bryant 
Champagne facing Kenneth 
Prosperie. All voters in the 
city will be able to cast a 
ballot in the race.

For the Orange City 
Council, the At-Large Posi-
tion 6 incumbent Paul 
Burch is being challenged 
by Old Orange Historic 
District neighbor Henry Ju-
nior Leger. Any qualified 
registered voter in the city 
may vote for the position.

The West Orange-Cove 
school board has two in-
cumbents and one chal-

Regional hazardous waste collection Sat.

Lamar State College Or-
ange is the leading example 
of how industrial growth in 
the county is leading to 
building expansions to  ac-
commodate the influx of 
newcomers and the need 
for trained workers.

Wednesday morning at 
10, LSCO will have a 
ground-breaking ceremony 
for the new construction of 
a 55,000 square foot aca-
demic building. The two 
story brick building with 
wide windows will cost 
about $38.1 million.

In addition, LSCO is 
opening its first satellite 
campus outside of Orange 
County. The college, under 
President Dr. Tom Johnson, 
has purchased a 3,000 
square foot on Main Street 
in Lumberton, which is in 
Hardin County. 

The building is being 
renovated with classes ex-
pected to be held there by 
Spring 2024.

The growth is coming af-
ter the official announce-
ment late last year that the 
Chevron Phillips had cho-
sen Orange as the site for 
its new $8.5 billion petro-
chemical plant. The con-
struction of the Golden 
Triangle Polymers Plant off 
Highway 87 South is ex-
pected to create up to 4,500 
construction jobs and 500 
permanent jobs.

At the ground-breaking 
ceremony in March for the 
new plant, Chevron Phil-
lips announced a $1.3 mil-
lion grant to LSCO to buy 
professional-grade equip-
ment to train process oper-
ators and instrument tech-
nicians for the petrochemi-
cal industry.

According to Dr. John-
son, president of LSCO, the 
college has drawn more 
students in recent years 
and a study showed more 
than 10 percent were com-
ing from the Lumberton 
area in Hardin County. 
Opening a satellite center 
will make it easier for Har-

din County residents to go 
to LSCO classes.

Dr. Johnson has also 
been touting the cuts in tu-
ition the Texas Legislature 
has approved for LSCO, 
along with the number of 
scholarships available for 
students of all ages.

Last week, Dr. Johnson 
was Vidor ISD Superinten-
dent Dr. Jay Killgo and the 
Lamar University president 
to announce a program to 
help Vidor school parapro-
fessionals get an education 

to become a certified teach-
er. Teachers will be needed 
as workers come to the area 
with their families for the 
new jobs.

The new academic build-
ing will be replacing the 
original building the col-
lege used in downtown Or-
ange nearly 50 years ago af-
ter starting in a World  War 
II-era elementary school. 
That original building was 
once a bowling alley and 
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The Bridge City Chamber of Commerce has announced that the April Student of the Month for Orangefield is Christanna 
“Rosie” Kovatch.  Rosie is ranked 20 of 121. Pictured Are: Wanda McGraw, Rea Wrinkle, Rosie Kovatch, Christi Kovatch, 
Chris Kovatch, Shaun McAlpin.

BCCC names Orangefield ‘Student of the Month’
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There are only 
39 days left in the 
Legislative ses-
sion and it cer-
tainly shows. The 
days at the Capi-
tol are getting 
longer and bills 
are making their 
way through the 
process. 

Here are five things hap-
pening around your state:

1. Broadband grant
applications due in May

 
The Comptroller’s Office 

is now accepting grant ap-
plications to the Bringing 
Online Opportunities to 
Texas (BOOT) program, 
which focuses on funding 
broadband infrastructure 
projects. The state was allo-
cated $363.8 million 
through the federal Coro-
navirus Capital Projects 
Fund to build critical infra-
structure projects that 
would expand access to 
high-speed internet. The 
Broadband Development 
Office will distribute the 
funds through a competi-
tive grant process. Appli-
cants may include a com-
mercial service provider, 
including electric or tele-
phone cooperatives,  a 
non-commercial service 
provider, or a partnership 
between any of those enti-
ties. Applications are due 
May 5 and must be submit-
ted through the Broadband 

Development Of-
fice’s online appli-
cation system.

2. Teachers Bill 
of Rights passes 
Senate

Last week the 
Senate passed Sen-

ate Bill 9 by Senator 
Brandon Creighton. The 
bill is designed to support 
teachers and add a salary 
bonus for teachers over the 
next year. Teachers in larg-
er districts would receive a 
$2,000 raise while teachers 
in smaller, generally more 
rural areas would receive a 
$6,000 raise. It establishes 
and provides funding for 
mentor programs and the 
Texas Teacher Residency 
Partnership Program, 
which would provide resi-
dency positions to student 
teachers to work with class-
room teachers. It provides 
for a grant program to re-
imburse districts who want 
to rehire a retired teacher. 
It increases funding for the 
Teacher Incentive Allot-
ment and provides bouses 
of up to $36,000 for 
high-performing teachers. 
The bill provides access to 
pre-kindergarten classes 
for children of educators if 
the district offers those 
classes. Senate Bill 9 pro-
vides protections for teach-
ers and supports them in 
handling students who have 

been removed from their 
classroom. The Teacher Bill 
of Rights is designed to help 
and support Texas teachers 
who dedicate their time, 
energy, and effort to edu-
cate the next generation of 
Texans. We appreciate 
them and all the work that 
they do.

3. Senate passes bill to 
enhance education on 
living donor registry 
passes

Senator Kelly Hancock 
filed Senate Bill 1249 in 
part based on his personal 
experience. The bill would 
establish and provide edu-
cational resources to Tex-
ans regarding the living or-
gan donor registry. Senator 
Hancock has personal ex-
perience as a recipient of a 
kidney transplant. Senator 
Hancock was diagnosed 
with a rare kidney disease 
that he has lived with for 
more than half his life. Last 
summer, his condition be-
came more critical and 
members of his family got 
tested to see if they were a 
match. His son-in-law was 
the best fit for surgery and 
donated his kidney. The bill 
would allow Texans to ac-
cess information regarding 
registering with a living do-
nor registry at driver’s li-
censes offices and other fa-
cilities as well as establish-
ing the Living Organ Donor 

Education program at the 
Department of State Health 
Services. The bill passed 
unanimously out of the 
Senate, and I was proud to 
support the bill.

4. Ban on teaching
Critical Race Theory 
passes Senate

This week the Senate 
passed Senate Bill 16, by 
Senator Hughes, which 
would ban the teaching of 
Critical Race Theory in any 
form in higher education 
institutions. Last session, 
the legislature passed a 
measure to ensure that 
Critical Race Theory was 
not being taught in K-12 
public schools. It became 
apparent that elements of 
CRT were being taught at 
Texas’ universities as well. 
The bill would prohibit fac-
ulty from compelling or at-
tempting to compel student 
to adopt a belief that any 
race, sex, or ethnicity or so-
cial, political, or religious 
belief is inherently superior 
to any race, sex, ethnicity, 
or belief. It is important 
that our institutions are 
committed to fostering an 
environment that promotes 
intellectual diversity and 
academic freedom.
5. Bill requiring ALER-
RT training for peace of-
ficers coming to the 
floor

Senate Bill 1852 by Sena-
tor Pete Flores will be com-

ing to floor in the next few 
days, and it will greatly en-
hance our public safety. 
The bill would require all 
new peace officers in the 
state to complete 16 hours 
of active shooter response 
training developed by the 
Advanced Law Enforce-
ment Rapid Response 
Training Center (ALERRT) 
at Texas State University in 

San Marcos. ALERRT 
training is considered the 
gold standard in active 
shooter response, and it is 
imperative that all our law 
enforcement officers are 
equipped with the neces-
sary training for those situ-
ations. Minutes save lives in 
active shooter scenarios 
and the proper training is 
essential.

lenger running for the two 
at-large position openings. 
Voters in the district may 
vote for one or two of the 
three candidates. The two 
candidates receiving the 
most votes will be seated. 
The incumbents are Ruth 
Hancock and Tommy 
Wayne Wilson Jr., with 
Donny Teate Jr. challenging 
them.

The Vidor City Council 
has one open challenged 
position with Ward 6 can-
didates Victoria M. Jones, 
Kathryn Weldon, and Lisa 
M. Harris.

The Vidor ISD board has 
three positions with chal-
lengers. Position 4 candi-
dates are Billy Jordan and 
Natalie Martinez Long.  
Brooke Hoosier Gilthorpe 
and Rodney White are run-
ning or Position 5. The Po-
sition 7 candidates are Mi-
chael Helms, Ben Howard, 
and Jeremiah Harrington.

May 6 voting will be 7 
a.m. to 7 p.m. at the Orange 
Public Library, St. Francis 
Catholic Church in Orange, 
the Salvation Army in Or-
ange, the Bridge City 
Knights of Columbus Hall, 
and the Raymond Gould 
Community Center in Vi-
dor.

Early
voting
From Page 1

The Bridge City Public 
Library will continue it 
Widows/Widowers group 
after the success of its 
opening meeting. The 
group’s purpose is to pro-
vide an opportunity for 
those who often lead lonely 
lives after the death of a 
spouse to have an outlet to 
share with others in the 
same situation.

Planned meetings will be 
from 10 am to noon on the 
following Fridays, May 5, 
May 19, June 2, June 16 and 
July 7 and July 21. If you 
have any questions, call the 
library at 409-735-4242.

BC Library
widows and
widower
support
group
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had a few sloping hall-
ways. 

The new building will 
on Fourth Street and the 
Gatemouth Brown Plaza 
LSCO opened in 2022, and 
take up the south block of 
Green Avenue between 
Fourth and Fifth Streets. 
Part of the block was the 
old Orange National Bank 
neo-Greek designed 
building that was demol-
ished in the 1970s for a 
modern multi-storied 
mirrored glass building. 
Through the years, the 
band went through a vari-
ety of owners and was a 
Capital One bank before 
closing a decade ago. It  
was vacant for several 
years before LSCO ac-
quired the land and began 
demolishing the building 
two years ago. 

The new academic 
building will have lecture 
classrooms, computer 
classrooms, science labo-
ratories, student gathering 
places, and faculty rooms.

The state-supported 
college under Dr. Johnson 
has worked to help train 
people to meet the needs 
of the population and jobs 
across Southeast Texas. 
Those jobs include the 
fields of nursing, pharma-
cists, and medical tech-
nology, along with jobs in 
the petrochemical indus-
try. The school has even 
developed a bus-driving 
course to help school dis-
tricts get drivers.

Bridge City High School held a job fair last week for seniors and juniors so they could talk 
with a variety of professionals to discuss a future career. Local law enforcement officials 
who participated included, from left to right, Constable Jeremiah Gunter, Constable Brad 
Frye, BCISD  Police Chief Cliff Hargrave, Assistant District Attorney and 2024 District Attor-
ney candidate Krispen Walker, Officer Tommy Henry, and Constable Lannie Claybar.

teers, will show off the 
dogs available for adop-
tion. However, families 
need to realize they will 
not be able to take their 
new pet home on Satur-
day. 

Every family will be 
screened before they are 
allowed to take a dog 
home. They will be able to 
fill out an application at 
the park, then they will be 
contacted to get their new 
family member as early as 
Monday afternoon. The 
adoption fee is $50.

Shelters across South-
east Texas have been full 
as unspayed and non-neu-
tered dogs roam and re-

produce, leaving unwant-
ed puppies left at the shel-
ter, or worse, dumped in a 
rural site. 

The West Orange shel-
ter has a variety of dogs of 
varying ages. Sometimes 
owners cannot keep the 
dogs any longer because of 
housing or health. Or per-
haps the owner dies and 
none of their friends or 
family want the adult dog.

 Lacey Gunn Hale, a re-
tired West Orange-Stark 
communications teacher, 
has been volunteering as a 
photographer for the ani-
mal shelter. She takes por-
traits of the dogs dressed 
up and smiling as they 

pose, hoping to get a real 
home.

In addition to seeing the 
dogs up for adoption, peo-
ple attending the festival 
can help the shelter take 
care of the unwanted and 
abandoned pooches. 

The shelter will be col-
lecting donations during 
Bark in the Park. Request-
ed items include bleach, 
puppy pads, Odeban, cat 
litter, paper towels, small 
and medium blankets that 
may be gently used, collars 
of all sizes, leashes but no 
retractable ones, and dog 
biscuits. The shelter is 
also asking for premium 
dog foods canned and dry.

Bark in the Park From Page 1

LSCO
becomes
example
of local
economic
boom
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For the first time in sev-
eral years, sales tax collec-
tions in February were up 
across Orange County for 
all entities. The cities, 
along with the county and 
Emergency Services Dis-
trict 3 collect sales taxes. 
According to payments 
from the Texas Comptrol-

ler’s Office, the sales taxes 
had increased from Febru-
ary 2022 to February 2023, 
and the entities were col-
lecting more in four pay-
ments for the year-to-date 
than they collected last 
year at the same time.

The comptroller’s office 
sends sales tax collections 
for each month about six 
weeks after the end of the 
month, meaning the Feb-
ruary returns were sent in 
April. The year-to-date 
collections are for the 
money sent during the 
first four months of Janu-
ary, February, March, and 
April.

The U.S. Department of 
Labor reports the country 
had a 6 percent increase in 

the rate of inflation from 
February 2022 to Febru-
ary 2023.

Bridge City has a 1.5 
percent sales tax and col-
lected $158,469 for Febru-
ary, up 6.89 percent from 
February last year. The 
city is now at $738,880 for 
the year to date, an in-
crease of 0.43 percent rom 
$735,659 last year.

The city of Orange has a 
1.5 percent sales tax. The 
February 2023 collection 
was $727,297, up 33.53 
percent from $544,646 
from last year. Orange has 
$2.8 million for the year to 
date, a 10.75 percent in-
crease from $2.53 million 
last year.

Pinehurst has a 1.5 per-
cent sales tax with the 
February return at 
$55,787,  up 8.52 percent 
from February 2022 with 
$51,551. The city now has 
collected 1.61 percent 
more for the year to date 
with $221,627,  compared 
to $218,114 last year.

Vidor has a 1.5 percent 
sales ta and collected 
$268,705 for February, 

compared to $241,551 last 
year, an increase of 11.24 
percent. The city now has 
$1.44 million for the year 
to date, an increase of 0.21 
percent from the $1.42 
million last year.

West Orange has the 
lowest city tax rate with 
1.25 percent. The city was 
up 10 percent for February 
with $112,325 compared 
to $102,081 for February 
2022. The city is now up 
5.19 percent for the year to 
date with $486,912 col-
lected, compared to 
$467,862 for the same 
time last year.

Orange County has a 
sales tax rate of 0.5 per-
cent. For February, the 
county collected $585,020, 
a 10.98 percent increase 
from $527,140 for Febru-
ary 2022. The county is up 
5.96  percent for the year 
to date with collections at 
$2.5 million, compared to 
$2.35 million last year.

Orange County Emer-
gency Services District 
No. 3 supports the Little 
Cypress Fire and Rescue 
Department with a 1.5 
percent sales tax. It is the 
only special district in the 
county with a sales tax. 
The district had $27,158 in 
returns for February and 
is now at $111,137 for the 
year to date, an increase of 
29.58 percent from the 
$85,764 collected for the 
first four months of 2022.

Sales tax income 
rising across county
MARGARET TOAL
For The Record

For the first time in several 
years, sales tax collections 

were up across Orange 
County for all entities.
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From the Creaux’s Nest
DOMINION/FOX PROCEEDINGS SETTLED

Fox News has disputed the damages it may have to 
pay if the company is found liable in a highly antici-
pated defamation trial over the spread of misinforma-
tion after the 2020 presidential election. Late Sunday, 
Judge Eric M. Davis said the proceedings would con-
tinue on Tuesday. Dominion Voting Systems, which 
brought the suit against Fox set the financial penalty 
in the case at $1.6 billion. A dispute over that num-
ber erupted after Fox questioned the elections tech-
nology company’s worth. Fox has handed over tens 
of thousands of emails and text messages exchanged 
among its hosts, producers and executives. Many of 
them revealed that there was widespread doubt inside 
the network over former President Donald Trump’s 
false claims that he had been cheated of victory. A 
new trove of documents released last week from Do-
minion Voting Systems defamation lawsuit against 
Fox includes texts and emails in which Tucker Carl-
son shares his candid feelings about the former presi-
dent. “I hate him passionately,” Carlson wrote, call-
ing his presidency “a disaster to which there isn’t re-
ally an upside.” Carlson “has been caught out of char-
acter,” said Arwa Mahdawi in The Guardian, but his 
viewers won’t know or care. Fox has avoided all but 
passing mentions of the Dominion suit. The case is 
considered a landmark test of First Amendment 
protections for the news media and has been closely 
watched by legal and media analysts. (NOTE: Tues-
day, April 18, Fox settled with Dominion Voting Sys-
tems in the amount of $787.5 million. In the settle-
ment Fox admitted to telling lies about the 2020 
election.)

TERROR IN BOSTON REAWAKENS WORST 
FEARS, “EXACTLY THE WAY I WROTE IT 10 

YEARS AGO”

On Patriots’ Day, the day that marks the beginning 
of United States independence, at the world famous 
Boston Marathon, April 18, 2013, two well placed 
Iraq-style bombs hurled shrapnel, jagged glass and 
ball bearings at marathon runners and onlookers. 
Over 180 people were injured, 17 critically and 
three killed. My guess is the bombs were the work of 
domestic terrorists, not the sophisticated plastic 
bombs of foreign terrorist groups. Like the other at-
tacks, the bombings came as a surprise. How do you 
protect the 26 mile route of the marathon? It’s im-
possible to safeguard every place people gather. You 
can’t protect everything all the time. Even places full 
of weapons are vulnerable. Nidal Hasan proved that 
when he shot and killed 13 military personnel at 
Fort Hood. In 1995, the Oklahoma City bombing 
was done by homegrown terrorist Timothy McVeigh, 
the Atlantic Olympics, in 1998, was by a white su-
premacist. Since 9-11, the Heritage Foundation has 
counted more than 50 terrorists plots, 42 of them 
homegrown. We’ve had luck at foiling them. Six years 
ago, April 16, it was the campus of Virginia Tech. 
Last July a movie theater in Colorado and in Decem-
ber, an elementary school in Newtown, Conn., and 
now the finish line of the Boston Marathon. How 
do we wrap our heads around it. It is incomprehen-
sible. I came up in a country where we feared only 
our foreign enemies, now we have to fear each other. 
American crack pots, hell bent on doing harm to 
America.*****A side bar: Mark Dunn picked up his 
daughter Jenna and grandchildren, 10 years old 
Nate and 5 year old Delilah at Houston Hobby Mon-
day. They had arrived from Boston Logan airport. 
While in flight, the Boston bombing took place. Jen-
na had passed up a later flight for the early one. Good 
thing, because Boston was on lock down and they 
couldn’t have left that day. Also at the scene of the 
bombing in Boston were the Brittnel’s from Or-
ange. Amanda ran in the marathon and Brad was a 
bystander. Will attacks in our future become inevita-
ble, a way of life. (Editor’s note: Today we know the 
answer.)

TURNING BACK THE HAND OF TIME
10 Years Ago-2013

It’s always so distressing to me when a young per-
son, full of life, is suddenly, without notice taken 
from us. I’m told there is no greater hurt than the 
loss of a child. We were deeply saddened to learn of 
the auto accident that took the life of 16-yearold 
Blair Nicole Ray last Thursday, April 11. She was the 
daughter of Lt. Tom Ray Jr., of the Orange County 
Sheriff’s Dept. and his former wife, Nichole Landry 
Sexton. I understand she also had lost a son, Tyler, in 
an auto accident. He was Lt. Ray’s stepson.***** Also 
killed in an auto accident Saturday on IH-10 was Brit-
tany Lewis, 20, of Vidor. Four other passengers, 
ranging in age from 4 to 16 received only minor inju-
ries. It’s life that is so uncertain and can be over so 
quickly. A constant worry to all parents anytime a 
youngster is on the road. Our deepest sympathies to 
both families.*****Our condolences to Margie Ste-
phens and her family on the death of her dad, Dan 
Redding, 74, who died Saturday in Winchester, Ky. 
Dan was retired from the West Orange School Dis-
trict. A native of Kentucky he moved back after the 

death of his wife, Margie’s mother. Harry and Mar-
gie had just returned from Kentucky and his death 
came sooner than she had expected.***** The big 
crawfish festival at Mauriceville is coming up this 
weekend starting Friday till Sunday. It’s a fun week-
end for the entire family. Plenty of food, games, 
rides and entertainment.*****Speaking of Mauricev-
ille, Nova Dee Strickland was out of the house early 
Saturday morning. I bet there was a great garage sale 
somewhere and she wanted to be the early 
bird.*****On April 21, 2010, Mickey McNamera 76, 
was murdered at his insurance office.***** I hear our 
friend attorney Jim Sharon Bearden has proposed to 
pretty Cassie Caillouet and she said yes.*****County 
Clerk Karen Jo Vance was nominated as “County 
Clerk of the Year,” last Thursday in Huntsville. She 
did not win but was thrilled and pleased to be nomi-
nated two years in a row.***** Our girl Kree Harri-
son, on American Idol, will perform Wednesday 
night to make it to the top four. Last week Kree was 
in the top two. Should she make it through this week, 
she will reach my prediction when the show started 
that she would be in the final three. This girl could 
win it all. She’s had great support from South East 
Texas. She attended school in Bridge City as an 
eighth grader and was a member of the Cardinal 
Singers. American Idol will visit the Dam B, Wood-
ville area where Kree spent ten years as a child.

20 Years Ago-2003

Attorney Louis Dugas says, “You know you need a 
new lawyer when the prosecution team sees who your 
lawyer is and high-fives each other.”*****Louis B. 
“Chubby” Blanchard, 74, died Sunday, April 13. He 
was retired from Texaco and the Orangefield resi-
dent was a member of the Cajun French Music Asso-
ciation. Services at St. Helen Catholic Church, 2 
p.m., Tuesday, April 15.*****The Opportunity Valley 
News, born on St. Patrick’s Day, March 17, 1971, 
came to its death April 9, 2003. The newspaper, 
founded by Roy Dunn, was sold to Cox Enterprise 
on Dunn’s birthday June 5, 1980. The first issue of 
the OVN featured on the front page a photo sport’s 
editor Pete Runnels presenting Texas All American 
Steve Worster with a painting of number 30 running 
the ball. The painting was by artist Virginia Gil-
beaux. (Editor’s note: It was a great painting. I won-
der if it was lost with Ike. So many art works and 
collectibles went the way of that great 
storm.)*****Bridge City cancels election. The three 
council members unopposed are Place 1, Kirk Roc-
caforte; Place 2, George Navarro; Place 3, H.N. 
“Moe” Litton.

45 Years Ago-1978

Shelia Beeson makes history by becoming the first 
woman elected to a city council in Orange County. 
Shelia was elected at Rose City last 
Saturday.*****Lannie McMillon rolled a perfect 300 
game She is on the Ball and Chain Bowling 
team.*****Bridge City/Orangefield Community 
Center holds mock beauty pageant. Bill Dryden, 
“Miss Willowy Willoment,” was crowned queen. 
Jess, “Jessia Just Luscious” Freemont, was runner-
up. Other brave contestants were Bobby Cormier, 
Fred Broussard, J. Lawson, Gene Edgerly, Jim 
O’Cliff, Hank Eckhardt and Lawrence Helton. 
Richard Corder was Master of Ceremonies.*****West 
Orange native Dolores Cantu is featured in “Mod-
ern Screen” magazine. She appears in a movie, as well 
as a television series. She appeared in “Saturday 
Night Fever” and “Class of 1967.” She is a 1968 grad 
of West Orange High.*****Jo Amodeo and artist 
Tim Finnell were top winners in the Art League’s 
art show. Jo took top amateur category. Tim won as 
best professional for a pen and ink of the old Stark 
home.*****Pat Garrett has been appointed district 
coordinator for the 1978-79 Projects Division of Pi-
lot International. Mrs. Garrett served as local club 
president in 1972 and 1975. She has played a major 
role in developing programs for Pilot Clubs through-
out Texas. She is a member of the Volunteer Associ-
ation for Retarded Children, past state president 
for Jaycettes, past president of March of Dimes. 
She will attend her 10th annual Pilot International 
convention at Washington, D.C. in July. She is mar-
ried to G.L. “Red” Garrett. (Editor‘s note: Both Pat 
and Red have long been gone.)***** Monthly supper 
club gathers. Ace and Jo Amodeo were hosts. The 
group took in Chez OCA Restaurant in Lake 
Charles. Attending were Bill and Martha Hughes, 
Louis and Beth Dugas, Corky and Betty Harmon, 
James and Janet Fontenot, Beverly and Wilson Rob-
erts, Bob and Doris Jones, Roy and Phyllis Dunn 
and Mike and Terri Pasternak.*****Harold and 
Sheila Beeson host a gathering at their Rose City 
pad. Unique artistic people attended. Gordon and 
Diane Baxter, along with baby Jenny, Betty Em and 
Bernard Giarratano, Don and Patsy Jacobs, Phyl 
and Roy Dunn,  Earl Newlin, John Palmer, Dennis 
and Lynn Hall, Jerry Wright, Bill McKay and a doz-
en or so others.

A FEW HAPPENINGS

I asked newly elected commissioner Kirk Rocca-
forte if his new bride Christy is a good cook. “Great, 
he said, if you like broccoli, cauliflower, beets and 
carrots.” She’s just trying to keep the old boy healthy. 
He was raised in an Italian family, by a Cajun lady. 
That’s a lot of starch, pasta and rice dishes. Good luck 
with that Christy.***Most areas of Orange County 
escaped the bad thunderstorm with hail that hit 
Southeast Texas Saturday, but some residents were 
over in Jefferson County when the hail hit. The 
Bridge City Strutters were having their spring revue 
at the Julie Rogers Theatre in Beaumont. Members 
of the audience report the hail got so loud at one point 
it was almost drowning out the dance team’s music. 
Audience members included Ida Schossow, Ruth 
Wallace, and Kathy Fuqua.***Sending out congratu-
lations as the Bridge City Cardinal Band announced 
Jackson Pachar as next year’s drum major. Assistant 
drum majors will be Addison Woolley, Caitlyn Yost, 
and Elizabeth Bunch.***During this time of recog-
nizing the BC students, we can’t forget Saylor 
Moreau hitting her first hole-in-one in Huntsville 
Monday during the regional tournament.*****Steve 
Maddox will have a tough time topping the flowers 

his wife, Gail, got to experience for her birthday this 
year. The world-traveling couple is at it again, this 
time touring Amsterdam and taking a river cruise 
to Belgium. They have seen spectacular displays of 
fields of tulips, hyacinths, lilies, and other blooming 
bulbs along the way.*****Michael and Angelique 
Catt spent the weekend relaxing in Austin and get-
ting a new family member. This one is a furry puppy 
named Frankie.*****Ron Sigler is about to be a genu-
ine grandpa to go with the grumpy one he’s been por-
traying for years. He celebrated the new baby with 
family, plus some beer and crawfish, at a shower for 
daughter Cameron Sigler Henderson and son-in-law 
Russell Henderson.*****Music writer Tommy Mann 
and fiance Dana Snyder took in the Styx concert at 
the Golden Nugget in Lake Charles.*****Local couples 
enjoying baseball at Minute Maid Park on separate 
nights including Scott and April Goodman, and 
Gina and Skipper Yeaman. *****Dan and Lue Harris 
were our longest couple celebrating anniversaries this 
past week. The local legends marked No. 55 this 
past week. Dan learned long ago not to complain 
about what Miz Lue cooks for supper.*****The musi-
cal couple of Russ and Theresa Cronin, he’s a retired 
school band director and she’s a retired school choir 
director, marked 49 years of making their own melo-
dies, along with producing some talented musical 
grandkids.*****Michelle Tubbleville and her family 
also had a double celebration this week with two 
birthdays. Son William turned 18 and son Konner 
turned 16.*****Pat Cook is now 71 and his best pres-
ent was a pedicure from his daughter.*****Leslie Wil-
liams, the ‘Doc’s daughter,’ was surprised for her 
birthday by friends at the VFW on the performance 
night of Britt Godwin acoustic. Of course, Gina and 
Skipper were there, along with Denisha and Matt 
LaFleur.*****Devin Nolan was feted with a lovely lay-
er cake decorated with a dachshund. Little blonde 
girls Stella and Indy Jaymes with their grandmother 
Donna Scales were among the well-wishers at par-
ty.***** Others celebrating birthdays this past week 
included Karen Wickham, Carolyn Mello, Cindi 
Gipson, Kahil Gibran Akram, and Shelby 
Eason.*****Sending best wishes to Pinehurst Poet 
Laureate John Zerko after he fractured his shoulder 
during a fall. The former Pinehurst city councilor re-
portedly at least did not have a concussion. *****Bob-
by Hoosier, former Bridge City resident, drove in 
from California where he has been living for the last 
40 years. He says from time to time he has this urge to 
return home to Bridge City where his roots are. His 
parents are both gone now but he has relatives still 
living in the area. His sisters, uncle, aunt, cousins and 
a few friends he was raised with. Bobby’s life is an in-
teresting one. He’s a survivor of an oil rig explosion in 
the Gulf in the 70’s. He has done well, lives good and 
enjoyed his visit home. 

BREAUX BIRTHDAYS

A few folks we know celebrating their special day 
this week. April 19: Our longtime friend, who many 
years ago married a beauty queen from Rye, TX, in-
surance man Bill Nickum celebrates today.  Also cel-
ebrating is former chief deputy, longtime lawman, 
Orange city councilman David Bailey. Happy Birth-
day to Jamie Moore, Barbara Sarver, Dustin Gibbs, 
Shirley Bonnin, Mandi Nugent and Cheryl 
Patterson.*****April 20: A former West Orange 
beauty, longtime Bridge City school teacher, Ms. 
Pearl Burgess’ youngest daughter and Jody’s better 
half, Beverly Raymer, celebrates today. Also sharing 
birthdays on this date are Dr. Wilbur Hah, Brad 
Williams, Bill Broussard, and our buddy Kenny 
Brown.*****April 21: Theresa Lieby celebrates today 
along with Courtney Williams, Dana Hill and 
Christian Dubose.*****April 22: Happy Birthday to 
Frances Shoemaker, Scott Fisher and Allison 
Rendall.*****April 23: Jason Smalley, Brandon Fish-
er, Paul Zoch, Samantha Briggs and Jeremie Breaux 
all celebrate today.*****April 24: Today would have 
been our late friend Capt. Dickie Colburn’s birthday. 
He left us way too young. Some great folks celebrating 
today are Allison Small, Shaun McAlpin, Sean Edg-
erton, Barbara Fuselier, Crystal McCarthy and 
Peggy Granger. Happy Birthday to all. (To publish 
birthdays or anniversaries email us at therecordlive.
com or call us at 409-886-7183.)

CAJUN STORY OF THE WEEK

  A long time ago, during World War Twice, I ever 
will forget dat me, I was in Kaplan, Looziana, about 
10 or nine mile from a li’l town wat dey call Abbev-
ille. 

  A whole bunch of us mens and boys too were in 
Leblanc’s bar and saloon havin’ a meeting, us., 
drinking buttermilk, wen Clovis Abshire, him, came 
runnin in an he say, “Hurry! Hurry! We got to leave 
here rat now, us. Me, I just hear on da raydio dat dem 
German was all over Abbeville, dem. Com on, let’s 
got ourselves outta here.” 

  “Wait jus’ a minute, Clovis, slow down. Dat’s not 
Abbeville, Looziana no; dat’s Abbeville, France, 
wat Abbeville in Looziana was name after,” Alcid 
Thibodaux say. 

  Boy, everybody say poo-yai, wit’ relief dem, and 
sat demself back down to start de meeting over again. 

  “I feel so sorry fo dem Frenchman, me. I don’t 
know what to did,” Harry leBoeuf say. 

  “Not me, no” Otis Mouton piped up. “I ain’t got 
no sympathize for dem no. Dem crazy fool never 
should have left Looziana and gone over dere in de 
first place.”

C’EST TOUT
JOHNSON SETS UP SHOP IN LUMBERTON

You never know what Dr. Tom Johnson is up to. He 
must stay up nights trying to figure out new way to 
grow his college LSCO. About three weeks ago I was 
talking to him on the phone when he said he was in 
Lumberton looking at a new building to expand La-
mar College there. Monday night I saw where he had 
succeeded in that endeavor. Give Dr. Johnson enough 
time and he will double the enrollment of the Orange 
college. It’s his wish that every poor child can get some 
higher education schooling. He will even bring the 
school to them.*****Happy trails to you until we meet 
again. Thanks to all the good folks who make us possi-
ble. Gotto go. Take care and God bless.
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  Deaths & Memorials  
James Earl Shaver Sr., 64 of Orange

James Earl Shaver Sr., 64 of Orange 
passed away on April 7th at St. Elizabeth 
Hospital in Beaumont. He was preceded in 
death by his parents Lawrence & Daisy 
Shaver. 

He is survived by his loving wife of 43 
years Diana Shaver; sons Wayne Bergeaux 
and wife Leanne, James Earl Shaver Jr “JJ”, 
Joseph Aaron Shaver and fiance Bailey Pad-
dock; daughters; April Greer and Shelly 
Trahan, 11 grandkids and numerous great 
grandkids. 

He will be cremated and no service at 
this time. James Shaver Sr.

THE RECORD HOMETOWN NEWS
“A Little Something For Everybody”

IN PRINT & ONLINE

An immigrant woman who moved to 
Orange in 1901 became one of the most re-
spected citizens in town and set an exam-
ple as a medical doctor in a world domi-
nated by White men.

Dr. Karen Peterson Mitchell was one of 
the first women physicians licensed in 
Texas and like many prominent people in 
local history, moved here because of the 
Lutcher and Moore Lumber Company. 
Her new husband at the time was offered a 
job as an engineer with the company, ac-
cording to a story in the Las Sabinas His-
torical Journal written by Dr. Mitchell’s 
daughter.

The story was printed in July 1976, the 
first year of the journal published by the 
Orange County Historical Society and 
told of the great adventures of the young 
daughter treating members of the infa-
mous Dalton Gang and other outlaws hid-
ing in the hills and mountains of Indian 
Territory, later Oklahoma.  

Today, families would brag about a 
daughter working to become a physician. 
But in the Nineteenth Century, Mitchell’s 
parents disowned her and left her to pay 
for her education herself. 

“Karen’s family were horrified and con-
sidered that she had disgraced them by 
choosing this profession,” Marie, the 
daughter, wrote about her mother’s admis-
sion to medical school. “As a result, her 
family refused to help her financially or 
recognize her socially.”

Karen Inena Peterson was born in Co-
penhagen, Denmark, on November 26, 
1872. Her parents immigrated to the Unit-
ed States when she was still a baby and 
moved to a Danish settlement in Iowa. The 
family bought a farm and worked it.

But as a girl, Karen dreamed of becom-
ing a medical doctor in the days when she 
was expected to become a wife and moth-
er.

Her daughter wrote that Dr. Mitchell 
went to a one-room school. After graduat-

ing at the age of 18, she taught school in a 
log cabin for two years to save money for 
medical school.

Even after being admitted to medical 
school, the young Dr. Mitchell had to work 
to pay for her education. She took jobs like 
being a companion to the elderly and even 
housekeeping. 

Her last year in med school, one of the 
members of the faculty let her live in his 
home and help take care of his blind wife, 
according to her daughter Marie. In addi-
tion to the room and board for work, Dr. 
Mitchell received a “bit of money” to pay 
for books and sometimes new clothing.

Dr. Mitchell attended the Iowa Universi-
ty medical school, starting in 1892. Her 
daughter wrote that as the only woman in 
the class, she became “an object of great 
curiosity and speculation.” 

In those days, medical students did not 
have hospital internships, but would often 
be assigned to learn skills from a practic-
ing physician. Perhaps because men doc-
tors did not want a woman, Dr. Mitchell 
found herself working with one from Iowa 
University who was in what is now Musk-
ogee, Oklahoma. 

At the time, it was U.S. Indian Territory 
and outlaws would hide. The Las Sabinas 
story reported stories Dr. Mitchell would 
tell about treating the outlaws, including 
members of the Dalton Gang, when they 
were shot or sick. The gang members were 
careful and didn’t let the doctor drive her-
self in the fear that she might lead law offi-
cers to them.

Dr. Mitchell would have someone ap-
pear at her house in the dark to summon 
her if she was needed. She would get her 
horse and buggy, then the outlaw would 
blindfold her and drive her up to the hide-
out.  

If she stayed overnight, she had to wait 
again until the next night to return as they 
always traveled in the dark. Once again, 
she was blindfolded while someone drove 
her back home in her own horse and bug-
gy.

Her daughter wrote that the outlaws ap-

preciated Dr. Karen so much they gave her 
a pair of chestnut thoroughbred horses for 
her buggy.

A disaster, though, made the young doc-
tor move to Texas. A fire destroyed the 
town of Muskogee in 1899 and Dr. Mitch-
ell lost all her belongings, including her 
books and her gifted horses. She moved to 
Houston and set up a practice on the sec-
ond floor of the Rice Building. 

One of her patients was a young engi-
neer from Austria. His birth name had 
been Alexander Loeffler, but Americans 
could not pronounce his name. He had it 
legally changed to Alexander Loeffler 
Mitchell. The doctor and patient fell in 
love and married in May 1900.

The couple moved to Orange in 1901 af-
ter Alexander Mitchell got  a job with the 
Lutcher and Moore Lumber Company. Dr. 
Mitchell set up a practice here and the 
community, even in those Victorian Days 
of sexual segregation, accepted her and she 
drew many patients. 

Like many doctors at the time,  some pa-
tients could not afford to pay her cash, but 
she didn’t refuse to help. Her daughter 
wrote that Dr. Mitchell accepted chickens 
and produce for her services. The physi-
cian also made sure her patients were 
cared for in other ways besides medicine. 
She would often pack baskets of preserves 
and other foods, plus clean linens to take 
to patients.

Alexander Mitchell belonged to the 
Madison No. 126 Masonic Lodge, where 
he was a 32nd-degree Mason. Dr. Mitchell 
was an original member of the local Order 
of the Eastern Star Lodge. The Masonic 
Hall at that time was on Water Street, 
which went along the south and east bank 
of the Sabine River and was the address of 
the earliest fine homes in Orange, includ-
ing the Lutcher mansion.

Patsy Phillips in a 2001 edition of Las 
Sabinas Historical Journal about the lodge 
that she learned Dr. Mitchell was “quite 
the character.” 

The members would have to walk, ride 
horses or buggies to the night meetings. At 
the time, the only street lights in Orange 
were on Front Street. In addition, the city 
did not have any livestock ordinances. 
Cows and other animals roamed the 
streets and sidewalks.

Dr. Karen recalled stepping “in foreign 
matter” during those walks. The member-
ship fee for the Eastern Star Lodge that 
first year was $1.50.

The Mitchell family joined St. Paul Epis-
copal Church and ended up living in a 
house at 410 15th Street, off Main. In those 
days, nearby Green Avenue ended at 15th 
Street. 

Alexander Mitchell died in 1930 and 
was buried in Jett Cemetery. Dr. Mitchell 
continued her medical practice until her 
death. Even after learning she had termi-
nal cancer, she continued to see patients at 
her home. She died on October 4, 1945, 
with her death making local headlines in 
the local daily newspaper. She died a few 
weeks before her 73rd birthday and left be-
hind a colorful legacy.

Orange County had woman doctor a century ago
MARGARET TOAL
For The Record

Dr. Karen Peterson Mitchell was one of the 
first women physicians licensed in Texas 
and like many prominent people in local his-
tory, moved here because of the Lutcher 
and Moore Lumber Company. Her new hus-
band at the time was offered a job as an en-
gineer with the company

Here to help life go right.

DONNA GRAY BILL NICKUM CHERYL SQUIRES

Bill Nickum LUTCF
1930 Texas Ave. Bridge City

(409) 735-3595

Staff Report
For The Record

The annual Depot Day 
festival to support the his-
toric Orange Train Depot is 
getting help this year from 
the Little Cypress-Mau-
riceville High building 
trades class.

The students in teacher 
Matthew Huckaby’s class 
made wooden cutouts of a 
miniature train that will al-
low families at the festival 
to take photographs as they 
look out the windows of the 
train. Carrie Woliver, 
founder of the non-profit 
Friends of the Orange De-

pot, said local artist Lauren 
Leigh will paint the train in 
time for Depot Day on Sat-
urday, May 6.

Woliver said Alicia Book-
er, president of the Friends 
board of directors, thought 
a train for posing would be 
a good idea. Board member 
Paul Burch, who also is a 
member of the Orange City 
Council, contacted Hucka-
by at LC-M, where Burch 
graduated. She said the 
building trades teacher and 
students enthusiastically 
volunteered for the project.

LC-M students working 
on the train cutouts were 
Marshall Oldbury, Zane 

Lopez, Richard Ammean, 
Blake Huckaby, Blake Kay, 
and Alec Westbrooks.  

Depot Day will be from 
10 a.m. to 2 p.m. on Satur-
day, May 6, at the grounds 
of the restored early 20th 
Century Southern Pacific 
train depot in the 1100 
block of Green Avenue. The 
family-festival is free with 
minimum charges for some 
rides. Vendors and food 
trucks will participate. The 
annual fundraiser helps 
keep up with the mainte-
nance and care of the de-
pot-museum.

Related article & photo
Page 5B

Annual Depot Day festival May 6



HARRY’S APPLI-
ANCES - Used ap-
pliances starting at 
$99.95, 302 10th. St. 
(10th. & main) Or-
ange, We also buy 
used appliances, Call 
or come by 409-886-
4111.

R.V. For Rent in 
Bridge City Quiet 
RV Park $625.00 
a l l bi l ls paid. 409-
259-9892

Rooms for rent: 
Near Walmart in 
Orange. Includes 
a l l uti l it ies/refrig-
erator/microwave 
in every room. No 
pets - No Smoking 
washer/dryer are 
avai lable. Rent 
$650-$700 per 
month. Refund-
able deposit is 
$300. Please ca l l 
409-221-0071

Moving Sale   this 
weekend, Thur., 
4/20 thru Sat., 
4/22 from 8 am to 
4 pm at 10707 Bes-
sie Heights Rd in 
Orange. Farm 
Equipment, tools, 
barn items, craw-
f ish supplies, sa lt 
water f i lter sys-
tem, furniture, 
hunting, f ishing,   
pool table, too 
much to l ist .  Cash 
Sales Only

    

A P P L I A N C E S

R V  F O R  R E N T

TRACTOR 
WORK

• Bush Hogging  

• Water 

• Dirt & Shell  

  • Sewer

• Electrical  
• Digging Services

LOCAL
409-670-2040

HELP 
WANTED
FULL TIME &

PART TIME
GROCERY 
STOCKERS
GROCERY 

CHECKERS  DELI 
WORKERS
APPLY IN 

PERSON ONLY   
NO PHONE 

CALLS PLEASE!

K-DAN”S
SUPER FOODS _ 

9604 FM 105
DANNY’S SUPER 

FOODS
2003 Western

NOTICE: Vehicle stored at 
Gilbeaux’s Towing and 

Transport Inc. 058449  VSF
16527 Hwy 62 S. 

Orange, TX 77630
PH (409) 886-0007

Total charges cannot be computed 
until the vehicle is claimed, storage 
charges will accrue daily until the 
vehicle is released. Must demonstrate 
proof of ownership and pay current 

charges to claim vehicle. 
www.tdlr.texas.gov

Vin#3GTUUGED0NG685890
22 GMC
OWED $1,521.70
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CREDITORS
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CREDITORS

T R AC T O R  WO R K

Visit us at 
therecordlive.com

SCAN BELOW!

HE LP  WA N T E D

NOTICE TO
CREDITORS

NOTICE TO
CREDITORS

• LEGAL NOTICES •  

• ENGAGEMENTS •  

• WEDDINGS  •  

• ANNIVERSARIES •
Please call us at:  

409•886•7183  
or Email us at:  

news@
therecordlive.com

OR 
ads@

the recordlive.com

R O O M F O R  R E N T

NOTICE TO
CREDITORS

BUSINESS CARD LISTINGS
You can advertise your business, services or craft here for only $25.00 a week.

Contact us at ads@therecordlive.com or call at 409•886•7183

NOTICE TO
CREDITORS

NOTICE TO
CREDITORS

409-749-4873

NOTICE TO
CREDITORS

FOR SALE
409-886-7183

CITATION BY PUBLICATION

The State of Texas
To any and all Unknown Heirs and all 
Persons Interested in the Estate of

OSCAR JOSEPH LEBLANC, SR., Deceased
Cause No. P19564

in County Court at Law, Orange County, Texas

The alleged heir(s) at law in the above num-
bered and entitled estate filed AN APPLICATION 
TO DETERMINE HEIRSHIP in this estate on 
the 10th day of April, 2023, requesting that the 
Court determine who are the heirs and only heirs 
of OSCAR JOSEPH LEBLANC, SR, Deceased, 
and their respective shares and Interests in such 
estate.

The court may act on this application at any 
call of the docket on or after 10:00 a.m. on the 
Monday next after the expiration of 10 days from 
the date of publication of this citation, at the County 
Courthouse, 801 W. Division., Orange, Texas 
77630.

All persons interested in this case are cited 
to appear before this Honorable Court by filing 
a written contest or answer to this Application 
should they desire to do so.  To ensure its con-
sideration, you or your attorney must file any 
objection, intervention or response in writing 
with the County Clerk of Orange County, Texas.

Given under my hand and the seal of the County 
Court at Law, Orange County, Texas at the office of 
the Orange County Clerk in Orange, Texas on the 
10th day of April, 2023.

                    BRANDY ROBERTSON, 
                   County Clerk, Orange County, Texas        

         
By: Samantha McInnis, Deputy

      
     Samantha McInnis

MOVING  SALE

Notice is here-
by given that 
original Letters 
Testamentary for the 
Estate of PEGGY 
JOYCE CARAWAY, 
Deceased, were 
issued on the 
10/05/22, in Cause 
No. P19487, pending 
in the County Court 
at Law of Orange 
County, Texas, to: 
JUDY KELLY.

All persons having 
claims against this 
Estate which is cur-
rently being adminis-
tered are required to 
present them to the 
undersigned within 
the time and in the 
manner prescribed by 
law.

Judy Kelly
27 Knotty Pine
Orange, TX  77630

DATED the  18th day 
of April, 2023.

JimSharon Bearden
JimSharon Bearden

Attorney for: 
Judy Kelly
State Bar No.: 01983000

116 Border Street                                                         

Orange, TX 77630

Phone: (409)883-4501
Fax: (409)883-0259
Email:

jsb116@beardenlawfirm.net

Notice is hereby 
given that original 
Letters Testamentary 
for the Estate of 
HUGH DEAN 
RAY, Deceased, 
were issued on the 
02/01/22, in Cause 
No. P19187, pending 
in the County Court 
at Law of Orange 
County, Texas, to: 
ELLEN L. RAY.

All persons having 
claims against this 
Estate which is cur-
rently being adminis-
tered are required to 
present them to the 
undersigned within 
the time and in the 
manner prescribed by 
law.

Ellen L. Ray
1805 Westwood Drive
Orange, TX  77630

DATED the  11th day 
of April, 2023.

JimSharon Bearden
JimSharon Bearden

Attorney for: 
Ellen L. Ray
State Bar No.: 01983000
116 Border Street                                                         
Orange, TX 77630
Phone: (409)883-4501
Fax: (409)883-0259
Email:
jsb116@beardenlawfirm.net

Notice is hereby 
given that original 
Letters Testamentary 
for the Estate of 
BENNIE J. ANDING, 
Deceased, were 
issued on the 
05/15/22, in Cause 
No. P19141, pending 
in the County Court 
at Law of Orange 
County, Texas, to: 
ELIZABETH DIANNE 
RAYBORN.

All persons having 
claims against this 
Estate which is cur-
rently being adminis-
tered are required to 
present them to the 
undersigned within 
the time and in the 
manner prescribed by 
law.

Elizabeth Dianne Rayborn

2591 Glenda Street

Orange, TX  77632

DATED the  11th day 
of April, 2023.

JimSharon Bearden
JimSharon Bearden

Attorney for: 
Elizabeth Dianne Rayborn

State Bar No.: 01983000

116 Border Street                                                         

Orange, TX 77630

Phone: (409)883-4501
Fax: (409)883-0259
Email:

jsb116@beardenlawfirm.net

Notice is hereby 
given that original 
Letters Testamentary 
for the Estate of 
PHILOMENE KATE 
BLOCK, Deceased, 
were issued on the 
05/25/22, in Cause 
No. P19356, pending 
in the County Court 
at Law of Orange 
County, Texas, to: 
DAVID WAYNE 
BLOCK.

All persons having 
claims against this 
Estate which is cur-
rently being adminis-
tered are required to 
present them to the 
undersigned within 
the time and in the 
manner prescribed by 
law.

David Wayne Block

290 Yeager Road

Vidor, TX  77662

DATED the  11th day 
of April, 2023.

JimSharon Bearden
JimSharon Bearden

Attorney for: 
David Wayne Block

State Bar No.: 01983000

116 Border Street                                                         

Orange, TX 77630

Phone: (409)883-4501
Fax: (409)883-0259
Email:

jsb116@beardenlawfirm.net

Notice is hereby 
given that original 
Letters Testamentary 
for the Estate of 
BETTY WHITE, 
Deceased, were 
issued on the 
06/23/2022, in Cause 
No. P19059, pending 
in the County Court 
at Law of Orange 
County, Texas, to: 
LISA KATHLEEN 
L O Z A N O -
WILLIFORD.

All persons having 
claims against this 
Estate which is cur-
rently being adminis-
tered are required to 
present them to the 
undersigned within 
the time and in the 
manner prescribed by 
law.

Lisa Kathleen Lozano-

Williford

4933 Ivy Lane

Orange, TX  77630

DATED the  11th day 
of April, 2023.

JimSharon Bearden
JimSharon Bearden

Attorney for: 
Lisa Kathleen Lozano-

Williford

State Bar No.: 01983000

116 Border Street                                                         

Orange, TX 77630

Phone: (409)883-4501
Fax: (409)883-0259
Email:

jsb116@beardenlawfirm.net

Notice is hereby 
given that original 
Letters Testamentary 
for the Estate of 
SAMUEL MILTON 
BONNER, Deceased, 
were issued on the 
05/13/2022, in Cause 
No. P19290, pending 
in the County Court 
at Law of Orange 
County, Texas, 
to: RUBY FAYE 
BONNER.

All persons having 
claims against this 
Estate which is cur-
rently being adminis-
tered are required to 
present them to the 
undersigned within 
the time and in the 
manner prescribed by 
law.

Ruby Faye Bonner

8405 Stratford Drive 

Orange, TX  77632

DATED the  11th day 
of April, 2023.

JimSharon Bearden
JimSharon Bearden

Attorney for: 
Ruby Faye BonnerState 

Bar No.: 01983000

116 Border Street                                                         

Orange, TX 77630

Phone: (409)883-4501
Fax: (409)883-0259
Email:

jsb116@beardenlawfirm.net

Notice is hereby 
given that original 
Letters Testamentary 
for the Estate of 
JESSE CRAVEN, 
Deceased, were 
issued on the 
05/26/2022, in Cause 
No. P18973, pending 
in the County Court 
at Law of Orange 
County, Texas, to: 
JESSICA GOODWIN.

All persons having 
claims against this 
Estate which is cur-
rently being adminis-
tered are required to 
present them to the 
undersigned within 
the time and in the 
manner prescribed by 
law.

Jessica Goodwin

305 W. Decatur Avenue

Orange, TX  77630

DATED the  11th day 
of April, 2023.

JimSharon Bearden
JimSharon Bearden
Attorney for: 
Jessica Goodwin

State Bar No.: 01983000
116 Border Street                                                         
Orange, TX 77630
Phone: (409)883-4501
Fax: (409)883-0259
Email:

jsb116@beardenlawfirm.net

Notice is hereby 
given that original 
Letters Testamentary 
for the Estate of 
RAYMOND LEE 
C A M P B E L L , 
Deceased, were 
issued on the 
05/26/2022, in Cause 
No. P19357, pending 
in the County Court 
at Law of Orange 
County, Texas, 
to: BRENDA KAY 
CAMPBELL.

All persons having 
claims against this 
Estate which is cur-
rently being adminis-
tered are required to 
present them to the 
undersigned within 
the time and in the 
manner prescribed by 
law.

Brenda Kay Campbell

305 Warner

Bridge City, TX  77611

DATED the  11th day 
of April, 2023.

JimSharon Bearden
JimSharon Bearden
Attorney for: 
Brenda Kay Campbell

State Bar No.: 01983000
116 Border Street                                                         
Orange, TX 77630
Phone: (409)883-4501
Fax: (409)883-0259
Email:

jsb116@beardenlawfirm.net

STATEPOINT
CROSSWORD

THEME: EARTH DAY

ACROSS
1. Blood-related problem
5. Econ. measure
8. Blue
11. A perch for Christmas 
partridge?
12. Domain
13. Fill college entrance 
form
15. Archaic preposition
16. Chili seed
17. Ski run
18. *Swedish environmen-
tal activist
20. Makes lace
21. Pi meson, pl.
22. Digital map marker
23. *Rachel Carson’s “____ 
Spring”
26. Heater
30. “Wheel of Fortune” 
vowel request
31. Trouble, in Yiddish
34. Epochs
35. Type of single-story 
house
37. Noble title
38. Sandler and Driver
39. Not “out of”
40. Advice on shampoo 
bottle
42. *Pollinator of plants
43. ____ Cray, a.k.a. the 
father of supercomputing
45. *Earth Day founder
47. Benatar or Boone
48. Lacking clarity
50. Singer-songwriter Tori
52. *1969 Santa Barbara 
disaster
55. To some degree
56. Dig like a pig
57. Honoree’s spot
59. Apartments, e.g.
60. Swine and avian 
diseases
61. Primary source for 
Nordic mythology
62. Cash machine
63. It’s all the rage
64. Swallow’s house

DOWN
1. PC “brain”
2. Christian fast
3. The Hippocratic one
4. Group of minstrels, e.g.

5. *Environmentally-
friendly
6. Draws close
7. Spasm of pain
8. See him run?
9. “The Sound of Music” 
backdrop
10. Yellow #5 in list of 
ingredients
12. Highly-ranked eccle-
siasts
13. On the move
14. Arranged in advance
19. Usually the last inning
22. Wound fluid
23. Delhi dresses
24. Absurd
25. Like a dryer trap
26. *Cuyahoga River 
disaster, Clean Water Act 
precursor
27. Omani and Yemeni
28. Tarantino in his own 
movie, e.g.
29. Ruhr’s industrial 

center
32. ____-friendly
33. Mourner’s wish
36. *Refuse turned fertil-
izer
38. Consumed (2 words)
40. Monotonous routine
41. Teenagers’ emotions
44. A mirage?
46. City in Netherlands
48. Between violin and 
cello
49. Not silently
50. Polly to Tom Sawyer
51. Disfigure
52. ____ Approach, music 
education
53. Serve soup
54. *Plastic tops of coffee 
cups
55. Sine ____ non
58. College entrance 
exam, acr.



THE RECORD’S  Sports & More B

The West Orange Stark 
Mustangs are looking for 
their first win in district 
this season, but played a 
good game against the 
Silsbee Tigers on Tuesday, 
April 11, at Ronnie Ander-
son Park. Silsbee prevailed 
11-5 over the Mustangs.

The weather had an ef-
fect on the game. Officials 
called weather delays 
three separate times be-
cause of lightning strikes 
in the vicinity or actual 
precipitation falling down.

The Mustangs started 
Diego Ibarra on the 
mound. The freshman 
left-hander retired the 
first seven Tiger batters he 
faced striking out four of 
them. Ibarra had to pitch 
through the worst of the 
weather with the delays 
disrupting his rhythm and 
then he threw in a steady 
downpour during the 
third inning when Silsbee 
scored its first six runs.

The Tigers took a 7-0 
lead adding a run in the 
top of the fourth off of 

Ibarra. 
West Or-
ange Stark 
staged a 
rally in the 
bottom 
half of the 
same in-
ning. Ty-

rone Wil-
son reached on a single to 
get things started. Ibarra 
walked before both cour-
tesy runner Cortez Rob-
ertson and Wilson ad-
vanced a base on a wild 
pitch.

With one out Noah Ro-
bles walked to load the 
bases with Mustangs. 
Grayson Gregory sliced a 
hit to left field that rolled 
all the way to the fence 
driving in all three run-
ners. Silsbee turned a soft 
liner to first base into a 
double play to limit the 
Mustangs’ damage to 
three runs.

West Orange Stark 
scored without the benefit 
of a hit in the sixth. Robles 
walked for the second 
time, advanced to second 
on a ground out, and even-
tually came home on two 

wild pitches to make the 
score 7-4 in favor of Sils-
bee.

Gregory replaced Ibarra 
on the mound for the 
Mustangs in the fifth in-
ning and retired six of the 
first seven Tigers he faced. 
Silsbee got to Gregory for 
four runs on four hits in 
the seventh to open up an 
11-4 lead.

The Mustangs did not 
go quietly into the night. 
Christian Anderson bunt-
ed for a base hit and Will 
Lee reached on a Tiger er-
ror. Tyrone Wilson hit a 
bullet to centerfield but 
right at the Silsbee out-
fielder for the first out.

Anderson scored on a 
wild pitch to narrow the 
gap to 11-5 for the Mus-

tangs. Ibarra and Andrew 
Wilson walked to load the 
bases with one out but no 
further scoring occurred 
in the seventh.

Coach Sergio Espinal 
commented that his Mus-
tangs are battling every 
game. “We’ve been playing 
pretty tough. We’ve just 
haven’t gotten the right 
breaks at times, and we’ve 

kind of fallen apart in one 
inning that kills us. I think 
once we learn how to han-
dle adversity we should be 
okay,” Espinal explained.

The Mustangs and the 
Tigers played again on Fri-
day, April 14, at Silsbee. 
The Tigers won 11-0 over 
WOS with Tiger pitcher 

Orangefield survived 
the three game gauntlet 
when it recently played the 
three other leaders in the 
District 22-3A softball 
standings over an eight-
day period and now the 
Lady Bobcats are sitting in 
the catbird seat of first 
place.  The Lady Bobcats 
(11-2) completed the tri-
fecta this past week win-
ning three games in four 
days and can claim the 
district championship 
with a win in their final 
game with Hardin.

Orangefield beat Buna 
4-3 in the earlier meeting 
between the two teams 
played at Orangefield in 
March.  The Lady Bobcats 
went to Buna on Friday, 
April 14, and took a big 
step closer to clinching 
the district title with a 4-0 
win over the Lady Cou-
gars.

Lady Bobcat pitcher Ab-
igail Curphey threw a 
complete game shutout to 
earn the victory.  Curphey 
surrendered three hits, no 
walks, and struck out five 
in a gem of a pitching per-
formance for Orangefield.

Senior Harleigh Rawls is 
on a tear at the plate for 
the Lady Bobcats.  Rawls 
went three for four which 
included a homerun in her 
third straight game and 
she scored two runs.

The Becker sisters Hal-
lee and Paris combined for 
a pair of hits.  Charlee 
Sanches added two hits 
and drove in a run while 
Rylee Dougay had a hit 
and knocked in a run for 
Orangefield.

The Lady Bobcats’ bats 

were booming in their two 
previous games last week.  
Orangefield blasted the 
Warren Lady Warriors 
and the East Chambers 
Lady Bucs by scores of 
16-1 and 16-0 respectfully 
on Tuesday and Wednes-
day.  The game with East 
Chambers played at Or-
angefield only lasted three 
innings and the game at 
Warren was shortened to 
five innings both because 
of the fifteen-run rule.

Orangefield Coach Re-
bekah Ragsdale used two 
pitchers in each of the two 
games.  Abigail Curphey 
started the games and 
Charlee Sanches finished 
in the circle for the Lady 
Bobcats.  

Curphey pitched a total 
of four innings allowing 
two hits, no runs, and 
striking out six.  Sanches 
was very effective too 
yielding just one run in 
her four innings of work 
while striking out seven 
opposing batters.

There were hitting stars 
throughout the Lady Bob-
cat lineup.  Harleigh Rawls 
hit a homerun in both 
games and drove in seven 
runs.  Alysen Vincent 
drove in five runs against 
Warren and two against 
East Chambers.  Sanches 
smashed a homerun in the 
game with the Lady Bucs.

Lost in all the offense 
and great pitching was 
solid fielding by Orange-
field.  The Lady Bobcats 
made no errors in the two 
games, and left fielder 
Paris Becker made a sen-
sational running catch of a 
fly ball to rob an East 
Chambers hitter of extra 

Roberts Ford
ORANGE COUNTY’S FORD DEALER

Roberts

NEW 2023 FORD
F-150 XL

$45,380

EXTERIOR: Agate Black Metallic, 
DRIVETRAIN: 4X2, INTERIOR:, 

Black, TRANSMISSION: Automatic 
ENGINE: V6, Stock No. 8723

MSRP

NEW 2023 FORD
F-150 XL

$45,750

EXTERIOR: Iconic Silver Metallic, 
DRIVETRAIN: 4X2, INTERIOR: 

Black, TRANSMISSION: Automat-
ic, ENGINE: V6, Stock No. 8654

MSRP

NEW 2023 FORD
F-150 XL

$45,850

EXTERIOR: Oxford White, DRIVE-
TRAIN: 4X2, INTERIOR: Black, 

TRANSMISSION: Automatic EN-
GINE: V6, Stock No. 8722

MSRP

NEW 2022 FORD
ESCAPE SE

$29,900

EXTERIOR: Oxford White,
DRIVETRAIN: FWD, INTERIOR: 

Ebony TRANSMISSION: Automat-
ic, FUEL EFFICIENCY: 28 CITY / 34 

HWY, Stock No. 8647

MSRP: $31,100

After $1,200 Dealer Savings*

NEW 2023 FORD
EDGE SEL

$41,850

EXTERIOR: Rapid Red, DRIVE-
TRAIN: AWD, INTERIOR: Ebony, 

TRANSMISSION: Automatic, 
ENGINE: I4, FUEL EFFICIENCY: 21 

CITY / 28 HWY, Stock No. 8716

MSRP: $42,850

After $1,000 Dealer Savings*

NEW 2023 FORD
BRONCO

$34,870

EXTERIOR: Hot Pepper Red Tinted 
Clearcoat, DRIVETRAIN: Four 
Wheel Drive, INTERIOR: Navy 

Pier, TRANSMISSION: Automatic, 
Stock No. 8736

MSRP

SPORT HERITAGE

0%Financing

APR

NEW 2023 FORD EDGE MODELS

1601 GREEN AVENUE • ORANGE, TEXAS • (409) 883-3581

GAVIN CALLARMAN
SALES EXECUTIVE

“Orange You Glad You Chose ROBERTS!”

Ford
F-150
Trucks
On Sale

ON
THE
LOT!

ON
THE
LOT!

ON
THE
LOT!

ON
THE
LOT!

ON
THE
LOT!

ON
THE
LOT!

Retail Bonus Cash $1000: Program #11034: Take new retail delivery from dealer stock
by 2023-07-05. See dealer for complete details. All vehicles are subject to prior sale.

Price does not include applicable tax, title, and license charges.

For 36 Mos.

Retail Bonus Cash
Plus $3,000

2023 FORD EDGE SUV

‘On The Lot’ Dealer Savings!

 Charlee Sanches pitched well in two of the Orangefield wins 
last week and hit a homerun in one game while Harleigh 
Rawls hit a homer in all three games for the Lady Bobcats. 
                                    RECORD PHOTO: Dan Perrine

Lady Bobcats 
hope to clinch 
district title

LADY BOBCATS Page 3B

H FRIDAY NIGHT FOOTBALL PREVIEW INSIDE

OC baseball teams focus on district finales

DAN PERRINE
For The Record

DAN PERRINE
Orange County Sports
For The Record

Dan Perrine

OC BASEBALL Page 3B
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• Sabine Lake

GOOD. 71 degrees. 
April showers have mud-
died the water clarity in 
the lake, subsequently 
slowing the bite in the 
lake. Sabine Pass Jetties 
will be a good place to 
start this week. ICW is 
producing good catches of 
redfish, sheepshead, and 
drum on the rock piles 
and bulkheads using live 
shrimp under a popping 
cork. Neches River and 
Bessie Heights are holding 
nice limits of redfish with 
trout mixed in, in the ca-
nals off the marsh in 2-6 
feet of water. Sheepshead 
and drum are good in the 
ditches with six feet of wa-
ter with live shrimp under 
a popping cork or Caroli-
na rigged. North Levee is 
good for limits of speckled 
trout with live shrimp un-
der a popping cork, or top-
water baits early in the 
morning. Forecasted 
north winds will concen-
trate fish to the North Le-
vee. Flounder are good at 
the North Levee on mullet 
and live shrimp carolina 
rigged. Report by Captain 
Randy Foreman, Captain 
Randy’s Guide Service Sa-
bine Lake.

• Bolivar

GOOD. 70 degrees. The 
surf is starting to hold 
some black drum, pompa-
no, small shark and occa-
sional redfish. The North 
Jetty surf side holding 
sheepshead and trout 
against rocks look for bait. 
Redfish in the channel on 
Carolina rigged mullet, 
shad, and crab. The end 
holds nice schools of trout 
and sheepshead. Report 
provided by Captain Ray-
mond Wheatley, Tail 
Spotter Guide Service 
LLC.

• Trinity Bay

SLOW. 68 degrees. 
There has been an in-
creased amount of water 
flowing downstream from 
the San Jacinto and Trini-
ty Rivers, so the upper end 
of Trinity bay and north-
ern end of Galveston Bay 
is off colored. Scattered 
catches of speckled trout 
and black drum and an oc-
casional redfish are being 
caught off live shrimp. Re-
port by Captain David 
Dillman, Galveston Bay 
Charter Fishing.

• East Galveston 
Bay

GOOD. 70 degrees. 
Nagging strong to moder-
ate northeast winds have 
limited the open bay reef 
fishing. Those fishing 
along the protected shore-
lines and back marshes 
catching scattered redfish 
and speckled trout. Report 
by Captain David Dill-

man, Galveston Bay Char-
ter. This week we fished a 
number of areas in the 
marsh, as well as a quite a 
few drains on a stout in-
coming tide. Water tem-
peratures in East Galves-
ton Bay were in the low 
70s, and we had winds that 
were for the most part, 10-
20 mph out of the North 
to North East. Water clar-
ity is good up around 
Stingaree Marina to Elm 
Grove and once you get 
past Big Pasture Bayou 
and East, the water gets 
darker. The redfish caught 
were up along the grass 
lines and around pinch 
points of drains. These ar-
eas also produced Black 
Drum, and Flounder, with 
the majority of fish com-
ing on Live Shrimp, under 
a popping cork with an 18 
-30” leader. We also caught 
several fish in the same ar-
eas on �¼ ounce jig heads 
and artificial tails, with 
White Ice achieving the 
most consistent bites. 
Most of Speckled Trout 
came on artificials 
bounced off shell beds on 
protected shorelines, and 
in channel bends, depend-
ing upon the time of day 
we were fishing, and the 
top water bite is beginning 
to heat up in the early 
mornings. Mosquitos 
were not as bad this week, 
but the Gnats were brutal 
when we were fishing ar-
eas up in the marsh. Re-
port by Captain Jeff Bran-
don, Get the Net Guide 
Services, LLC. Yates Bay-
ou (Drain) holding redfish 
against grass line on pop-
ping cork and shrimp. 
Then Hanna’s is great ear-
ly on same bait or twitch-
ing artificials. Look for 
birds and slicks, and mov-
ing bait. Pepper Grove 
Cove to Moody’s Pass 
holding fish. Smith Point 

to Moody National Wild-
life. Redfish look for 
schools and birds. Report 
provided by Captain Ray-
mond Wheatley, Tail 
Spotter Guide Service 
LLC.

• Galveston Bay

GOOD. 68 degrees. 
Fishing has not been con-
sistent while the winds are 
blustering. Scattered re-
ports of speckled trout 
and redfish coming from 
protected areas like Moses 
Lake and Dickinson Bay. 
Black drum being caught 
along rocky areas on the 
east side of the ship chan-
nel. Even a few redfish 
from the same area. Live 
shrimp accounting for the 
catches. Report by Cap-
tain David Dillman, Gal-
veston Bay Charter Fish-
ing. The South Jetty still 
holding Trout, sheepshead 
and redfish close to rocks 
free-lined shrimp, or Car-
olina rigged float with live 
shrimp or soft plastic. 
SWP Holding redfish 
from Pier and from rocks. 
Sheepshead in front of the 
concrete Seawall. The 
drains out of Swan Lake 
and Campbell’s Slough 
holding sheepshead with 

an occasional Redfish. Re-
port provided by Captain 
Raymond Wheatley, Tail 
Spotter Guide Service 
LLC.

• West Galveston  
   Bay

GOOD. 71 degrees. An-
glers using live shrimp 
around the Causeway 
bridge catching a mixed 
bag of black drum, redfish, 
and speckled trout. Wad-
ers are fishing with live 
croaker or soft plastic 
lures. Report by Captain 
David Dillman, Galveston 
Bay Charter Fishing. 
Greens lake holding red-
fish against grass lines and 
by sandy shores early. ICW 
holding fish through 
greens cut and Caranca-
hua cut holding trout and 
redfish with the amount of 
wind wind we are getting. 
Mecom Reef will have fish 
on it early up by rocks with 
artificial or live bait free-

line or under cork. You’ll 
need to find protected wa-
ters with bait moving 
around as the winds pick 
up. Report provided by 
Captain Raymond Wheat-
ley, Tail Spotter Guide 
Service LLC.

• Houston

FAIR. Water stained; 60 
degrees; 0.88 feet above 
pool. Water runoff has 
lowered the water tem-
perature. Catfish are bit-
ing in 15-20 feet of water 
on shad. Some catfish are 
staying close to bulkheads 
waiting for the shad spawn 
to resume. Crappie are 
good in 8-16 feet of water 
in open water fishing black 
and chartreuse or blue and 
white jigs off the bottom. 
Structures are holding 
smaller fish. Bass have 
pushed out to 6-10 feet of 
water using chatterbaits, 
or Texas rigged worms. 
White bass are good un-
der the lights at night with 
rattletraps and double 
rigged jigs. Report by Ja-
son Machala, JM Fishing 
Guide Service.

• Texas City

GOOD. 69 degrees. Bet-
ter numbers of bull redfish 
being taken off the Gal-
veston jetty rocks on fresh 
dead shad and blue crab. 
Still catches of oversized 
black drum, along with 
sheepshead, puppy drum, 
and a few speckled trout 
for those anglers using live 
shrimp. Report by Captain 
David Dillman, Galveston 
Bay Charter Fishing. The 
Dike is holding bull red-
fish along the rocks with 
scattered drum and floun-
der. Dickinson Bayou, 
holding some redfish and 
drum on popping cork and 
shrimp or soft plastics. 
The Rock shoals south of 
the dike holding fish on 
popping cork with live 
shrimp. Millers Point 
holding a few trout and 
occasional Redfish. Look 
for slicks and birds this 
time of year. Report pro-
vided by Captain Ray-
mond Wheatley, Tail 
Spotter Guide Service 
LLC.

OC SOFTBALL Page 3B

Gulf Coast Fishing Reports
This week’s Texas Gulf Coast Fishing Reports was compiled by Texas Parks and Wildlife Department

The Record’s Capt. Chuck Uzzle displays a nice Sa-
bine Lake redfish.

Harry’s Appliance
& Service Center

302 North 10th Street • Orange • (409) 886-4111

America’s Leading Brands,
Same Day Delivery!

Latest Models!
Best Prices!
We Service

What We Sell!

LOCALLY OWNED & OPERATED

KAZ’S KORNER Page 5B

FISHING Page 3B
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Lady Bears and Lady Cardinals top softball standings

With two games to play 
before the post season 
Bridge City and Little Cy-
press Mauriceville were 
tied for first place in the 
District 19-4A softball 
standings. There is a very 
good chance the Lady Car-
dinals and the Lady Bears 
will be co-district cham-
pions when the regular 
season ends later this 
week.

Little Cypress Mau-
riceville won both its 
games last week. On Tues-
day, April 11, the Lady 
Bears defeated the Lady 
Raiders 7-3 at Lumberton.

Ella Stephenson was the 
winning pitcher for LCM. 
She walked six batters but 
limited Lumberton to 
three runs only one of 
which was earned.

The Lady Bears jumped 
to a three-run lead in the 
top of the first inning be-
fore tallying a single run 
in the third and three 
more in the fifth. The hit-
ting stars for LCM were 
Eden Frenzel going three 
for five, Tessa Erickson 
with two hits, and Ava 
White with two runs bat-
ted in.

On Friday, April 14, Tes-
sa Erickson threw a one-
hit shutout for Little Cy-
press Mauriceville in a 4-0 
victory over the Jasper 
Lady Bulldogs. Erickson 
only walked one Lady 
Bulldog and struck out six 
in the win. “Tessa was 
looking strong tonight, 

hitting her spots, doing 
what we asked her to do, 
and she brought her 
A-game just like she does 
every time she steps in the 
circle and not much 
phases her,” Lady Bear 
Coach Dena Adkins com-
mented.

There was some defense 
by the Lady Bears too. Ava 
Wright made a wonderful 
running catch in center-
field for the first out of the 
seventh inning and then 
went to the fence to pull 
down the final out of the 
game. Coach Adkins told 
Wright after the game she 
earned the “golden glove” 
for the night with the two 
late catches to preserve 
the shutout.

The only hit for Jasper 
was a triple but the Lady 

Bears got the ball quickly 
back into catcher Jillian 
Brown who rifled a throw 
to third base to nip the 
Lady Bulldog diving back 
to the bag after rounding 
it with thoughts of an in-
side the park homerun. 
LCM also pulled off a dou-
ble play in the first inning 
on an attempted sacrifice 
bunt by Jasper.

As they did on Tuesday 
the Lady Bears took the 
lead in the first inning 
with two runs. The rally 
started with two outs as 
Lexis Moss singled, 
Wright walked, before Ja-
celyn Cook and Ansley 
Moore both delivered 
clutch hits to drive in the 
pair of runs for a 2-0 Little 
Cypress Mauriceville lead.

Two more Lady Bears 

scored in the fifth inning 
to make the score 4-0 in 
favor of LCM. Moss and 
Wright had the runs bat-
ted in that inning.

Coach Adkins was 
pleased with twice getting 
two-out rallies and the 
Lady Bears’ defense. “It’s 
always nice when we come 
out in the first inning and 
put a couple runs on the 
board, and then when my 
defense plays solid as they 
did tonight so that a cou-
ple more runs scoring late 
just secures the win for 
us,” Adkins concluded.

The Lady Cardinals got 
shutout pitching last week 
as Bridge City won its two 
games. On Tuesday, April 

11, Carson Fall was fan-
tastic pitching a one hitter 
with sixteen strikeouts as 
Bridge City beat a very 
good Lady Pirates (6-4) 
team by the score of 3-0 at 
Vidor. Brooklyn Droddy 
swung a big stick going 
three for three with two 
runs batted in for the Lady 
Cardinals.

Friday night the Lady 
Cardinals clobbered the 
Lumberton Lady Raiders 
10-0 in Bridge City. Fresh-
man Cambree LaComb 
pitched the five-inning 
shutout yielding four hits 
in the game that was 
shortened because of the 
10-run rule.

LaComb was a hitting 

star as well with two runs 
batted in. Haley Munoz, 
Nicole Sasser, and Amaris 
Larkin each had two hits 
for the Lady Cardinals.

The Little Cypress Mau-
riceville Lady Bears and 
the Bridge City Lady Car-
dinals were both 9-1 with 
two games to play this 
week. The Lady Bears 
played at West Orange 
Stark on Tuesday and will 
close out the regular sea-
son on Friday at Silsbee. 
The Lady Cardinals trav-
eled to Jasper on Tuesday 
and will celebrate Senior 
Night at Bridge City on 
Friday against the West 
Orange Stark Lady Mus-
tangs.

Taylor Wise throwing a 
perfect game during the 
shortened five innings be-
cause of the 10-run rule 
being invoked.

The Bridge City Cardi-
nals split their two games 
last week with the Lum-
berton Raiders. The two 
teams both won on their 
home fields.

The Raiders won on 
Tuesday at Lumberton 
scoring nine runs in the 
first two innings and tak-
ing the victory 11-1 in five 
innings. The Cardinals 
used five pitchers in the 
loss.

On Friday at Chuck 
Young Field in Bridge City 
pitcher Braylen Collins 
was the star with his arm 
and his bat. Collins struck 
out eight Raiders and lim-

ited them to one run to get 
the 8-1 win on the mound 
for the Cardinals. He also 
hit a three-run double to 
spark the offense.

A split in two games is 
what Little Cypress Mau-
riceville did in its two 
games with Jasper this past 
week. In their games the 
road team won each con-
test.

The Bears got a strong 
pitching performance 
from starter Dean Reyn-
olds who got the win 4-3 in 
Jasper with Landon Rich-
ards picking up a save in 
relief. Clay Raney reached 
base three times and drove 
in a run. LCM’s Marco 
Bandiero and Justin Mc-
Carver both had two hits 
in Tuesday’s game at Jas-
per.

The second game was 
played on Friday at Don 
Gibbens Field on the LCM 
campus and the Bears took 
the initial lead with a run 
in the first inning. The 
Bulldogs got a two-run ho-
mer in the top of the sec-
ond to grab the lead briefly 
but the Bears scored again 
to tie the game 2-2 in the 

bottom half of that inning.
Pitchers Parker Seago 

and Landon Richards of 
the Bears combined to 
shutout Jasper over the 
next five innings. Unfortu-
nately, the Bulldogs took 
advantage of three Bear er-
rors in the top of the eighth 
to score five runs to win 
the game 7-2 to gain the 
split in the two games.

Little Cypress Mau-
riceville (2-6) plays West 
Orange Stark (0-8) this 
week. Tuesday’s game be-
tween the Bears and the 
Mustangs was played at 
Don Gibbens Field on the 
LCM campus and Friday’s 
game will be at Ronnie An-
derson Park on the WOS 
campus.

The Bridge City Cardi-
nals (5-3) face the Jasper 
Bulldogs (4-4) twice. Tues-
day’s game was at Chuck 
Young Field and on Friday 

DAN PERRINE
For The Record

 Lady Cardinal Carson Fall pitched another great game against third place Vidor allowing 
one hit and striking out 16 Lady Pirates in the 3-0 win for Bridge City.
                   RECORD PHOTO: Dan Perrine

Tessa Erickson pitched a one-hitter for the Lady Bears 
against Jasper and centerfielder Ava Wright made two great 
catches to preserve the shutout.
      RECORD PHOTO: Dan Perrine
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Braylen Collins of Bridge 
City pitched great and hit 
well too as the Cardinals 
defeated Lumberton last 
week 8-1 at Chuck Young 
Field.

bases.
Needing to win the last 

game on the schedule to 
clinch a district champi-
onship has Coach Re-
bekah Ragsdale proud of 
her Lady Bobcats.  “We’ve 
set ourselves up well, and 
we’ve set ourselves up for 
success, a championship is 
doable at this point.  I 
think at this point where 
we are at in our heads is 
it’s doable and it’s right 
there like almost we can 
taste it,” Ragsdale de-
scribed.

A district championship 
will be icing on the cake 
for the Orangefield Lady 
Bobcats as they are defi-
nitely in the playoffs in 

their first season having 
moved down from Class 
4A to be one of the biggest 
schools in Class 3A.  
Coach Ragsdale analyzed, 
“We’re going to have a tar-
get on our back and every 
game is going to be tough 
from here on out.” 

The Orangefield Lady 
Bobcats played their final 
game of the regular season 
on Tuesday, April 18, at 
Paul Cormier Field against 
the Hardin Lady Hornets.  
The game was Senior and 
Youth Night at Orange-
field.  Playoff details for 
the Lady Bobcats will be 
forthcoming probably 
next week.

• Freeport

GOOD. 70 degrees. Fishing patterns are starting to 
move from mud and shell to the spring pattern on the 
rocks and sand. Check the wind forecast before head-
ing out. Spanish mackerel, pompano, sheepshead and 
big redfish at the jetties with live shrimp. Sheepshead 
are spawning anywhere with moving water, so target 
the pass, river, and jetties. Redfish are in the river, back 
lakes, river and bays with live shrimp under a popping 
cork or soft plastics in new penny, chartreuse, Texas 
roach or red/white. Flounder are showing up in the 
bays mixed in with trout and redfish. River holding 
flounder and trout.
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The Orangefield express 
is still rolling with just 
three games left before the 
start of the post season and 
the playoffs. The Bobcats 
were undefeated in first 
place of the District 22-3A 
baseball standings with a 
week left in the regular sea-
son.

The Orangefield Bobcats 
won 8-2 on Friday, April 14, 
at Buna. The Bobcats im-
proved their district record 
to 11-0 with three games re-
maining.

Bobcat pitcher Jason Bo-
din threw seven innings 
giving up two runs on six 
hits and striking out nine 

Cougars to get the win. Bo-
din appears to be over some 
earlier soreness in his right 
arm and is fitting back into 
the regular pitching rota-
tion for Orangefield.

The Bobcat bats pounded 
out thirteen hits in the 
game led by Morgan Samp-
son and Bodin with three 
hits apiece. Sampson got 
the scoring started with a 
double in the first inning to 
put Orangefield on top 1-0.

Orangefield scored four 
more runs in the third with 
Sampson driving in a run 
with a single. Adam Tran 
had a key single and Bodin 
doubled during the rally for 
the Bobcats.

Orangefield has really 
only been challenged in a 

couple of their eleven dis-
trict wins. One of those 
contest was Tuesday, April 
11, at Warren where the 
Bobcats were victorious 5-2 
over the Warriors.

As he has done during 
much of the district sched-
ule Orangefield Coach Tim 
Erickson threw multiple 
pitchers during the game. 
Brycen Tait got the win 
hurling the first three in-
nings allowing two runs on 
three hits and striking five 

Warren batters. Garrett 
Rawls threw four shutout 
innings in relief to earn the 
save.

The Bobcats took the 
lead in the first inning on a 
single by Matthew Johnson. 
Morgan Sampson homered 
in the third inning for Or-
angefield. Kane Smith and 
Jason Bodin both had two 
hits to lead the Bobcats’ of-
fense against the Warriors.

Orangefield is 20-3 on 
the season. The Bobcats 
played at home this week on 
Tuesday against the Hardin 
Hornets. The next game for 
the Bobcats will be Friday, 
April 21, at Paul Cormier 
Field in Orangefield against 
the Kountze Lions.

Orangefield Bobcats remain undeafted

Tommy
Gunn

H ATTORNEY AT LAW H

When you need
trusted, experienced 

legal solutions.

CONSULT NOW: (409) 882-9990

PROFESSIONAL LEGAL SERVICES
• DOMESTIC & FAMILY LAW
 Divorces, Adoptions
• PERSONAL INJURY
• ESTATES
 Wills, Powers of Attorney, 
 Probate of Wills
• REAL ESTATE
 Deeds, Contracts
• CORPORATIONS
• GENERAL CONSULTATIONS

202 S. BORDER ST. ORANGE, TEXAS

Tommy Gunn graduated West Orange High School as Valedictorian.
After graduating top of his class at Baylor Law School, Orange native 
Tommy Gunn begin practicing law in Orange County in 1976. As an at-
torney he has devoted his life to providing legal assistance to Orange 
County residents and businesses in virtually every aspect of general law.

Advocating for the good of the Orange County community, Tommy is a 
former President of the Bridge City Independent School District school 
board and a past President of the Bridge City-Orangefield  Rotary Club. 
He is also a former Director of the Orange Chamber of Commerce and 
serves as City Attorney for the City of Pinehurst since 1988.  At present, 
Tommy is a former director and Chairman of the Board of Orange
Savings Bank and First Financial Bank.

DAN PERRINE
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(Left) Orangefield’s Kane 
Smith had two hits in the 
Bobcats’ win over Warren 
last week.

RECORD PHOTO:
Dan Perrine

Pest Management Defined
JOHN GREEN
ORANGE COUNTY
MASTER GARDENERS

Gardeners, today’s dis-
cussion is defining Inte-
grated Pest Management 
(IPM), which is a compre-
hensive approach to man-
aging garden pests which 
include pathogens, insects, 
nematodes, mites, weeds, 
and numerous other pests 
utilizing science-based 
practices and techniques. 
While researching this top-
ic, I reviewed the US Envi-
ronmental Protection 
Agency’s website, and ac-
cording to the USEPA, “In-
tegrated Pest Management 
is an effective and environ-
mentally sensitive approach 
to pest management that 
relies on a combination of 
common-sense practices”, 
they further state “IPM 
programs use current, com-
prehensive information on 
the life cycles of pests and 
their interaction with the 
environment”.  Utilizing 
this information, in combi-
nation with available pest 
control methods, is how to 
manage pest damage 
cost-effectively, reducing 
hazards posed to people, 
property, and the environ-
ment. 

Gardeners, my takeaway 
from the USEPA’s website is 
the IPM approach can be 
applied to both agricultural 
and non-agricultural set-
tings, i.e., home gardens. 
IPM is an all-inclusive man-
agement strategy which 
takes advantage of appro-
priate pest management 
options including, though 
not limited to, the cautious 
use of pesticides. Readers a 
side note here as this con-
trasts with  organic  food 
production which applies 
numerous similar concepts 
as IPM yet limits the use of 

pesticides, to those which 
are produced from natural 
sources, versus synthetic 
chemicals. These tech-
niques are implemented 
throughout the entire 
growth cycle and produc-
tion period of flowers and 
vegetable crops. Integrated 
is the key word, focusing on 
a combined, cohesive ap-
proach which combines a 
variety of pest management 
techniques and practices. 

IPM practices were de-
veloped to prevent and 
eradicate pests by reducing 
their populations cost ef-
fectively, in an environmen-
tally friendly manner while 
maintaining plant quality. 
Most all IPM systems in-
clude preventative methods 
utilizing appropriate sani-
tation that includes weed 
control, removal of plant 
debris, and disinfecting 
garden tools. Additional 
practices include fertiliza-
tion, irrigation, and prun-
ing. Supplemental practic-
es, such as the introduction 
of beneficial insects, are 
employed specifically to 
manage existing pest prob-
lems. The management 
portion of IPM centers 
around activities that affect 
pests and diseases encom-
passing a broad range of 
measures that can include 
the application of biological 
control agents to preserve 
beneficial organisms while 
reducing environmental 
impact through contamina-
tion.

How do IPM Programs 
Work?

It’s important to note 
IPM is not an individual 
method of control but a se-
ries of pest management 
evaluations, decisions, and 
controls. Gardeners and 
growers practicing IPM are 
aware of the potential for 
pest infestation follow a hi-

erarchical or tiered ap-
proach, which include four 
steps:

• Predetermined Mini-
mum Action Thresholds-a 
point at which pest popula-
tions or environmental 
conditions indicate that 
pest control is necessary. 
Initial detection of a single 
pest does not always mean 
control is needed.

• Identify Pests and Mon-
itor-remember not all in-
sects, weeds, and other 
pests require control, since 
many are harmless and of-
ten beneficial. IPM pro-
grams work by monitoring 
and accurately identifying 
pests before exercising con-
trol decisions, which are 
made in conjunction with 
predetermined action 
thresholds, so know your 
foe!

• Deterrence-for vegeta-
ble gardens, crop rotation 
will always be the first line 
of defense for your IPM 
strategy to prevent pests 
from becoming a threat. 
Rotating between different 
crops, choosing pest-resis-
tant varieties, and planting 
pest-free rootstock are very 
effective control methods 
that are cost-efficient, pos-
ing no risk to people or the 
environment.

• Control-once the pre-
ceding approaches are ex-
hausted, indicating pest 
control is warranted as pre-
ventive methods are not ef-
fective, evaluate the proper 
control method both for ef-
fectiveness and risk. Effec-
tive, yet less risky pest con-
trols are initially selected, 
these include highly target-
ed chemicals, such as pher-
omones to disrupt pest 
mating, or mechanical con-
trol, such as trapping, 
weeding, or simply using 
your fingers to ‘pluck’ the 
critters from plants and de-

stroying them!  If further 
monitoring, identification, 
and action thresholds indi-
cate less  invasive  controls 
are not adequate, the use of 
more targeted pest control 
methods can be exercised, 
such as targeted spraying of 
pesticides, the absolute last 
resort would be broadcast 
spraying of non-specific 
pesticides, which kills all 
pests indiscriminately, even 
beneficial insects!

IPM is best described as a 
continuum and many gar-
deners identify their pests 
before determining the best 
course of action to reduce 
and manage pests. Every 
gardener’s goal should be to 
move further along the IPM 
continuum by using all ap-
propriate stepped IPM 
techniques. The principles 
stated above are used by 
commercial growers and 
large farms but can also be 
applied to your own garden 
by following the four-tiered 
approach outlined above. 
For more specific informa-
tion on practicing IPM in 
your garden, you can con-
tact your local state Exten-
sion Services for the ser-
vices of a Master Gardener. 
So long for now fellow gar-
deners, let’s go out and 
grow ourselves a greener, 
more ‘pest-free’ world, one 
plant at a time! 

To have gardening ques-
tions answered in detail: 
Contact me by email: jon-
greene57@gmail.com or 
extension@co.orange.tx.us.  
Phone the Orange County 
Master Gardeners (OCMG) 
Helpline: (409) 882-7010. 
Interested in becoming an 
OCMG, visit our website: 
https://txmg.org/orange or 
see us on Facebook: Orange 
County Texas Master Gar-
deners Association.

ORANGE COUNTY
GARDENING:

Orangefield High School’s Tennis Singles star player Sum-
mer Hackbarth competed in the Regionals tennis tourna-
ment in College Station on April 10-11. Hackbarth had an 
outstanding performance bringing home the silver 2nd 
place medal. She swept her first two competitors with 
scores of 6-0 and 6-0. The semifinals brought a more chal-
lenging match against Franklin, but Hackbarth again deliv-
ered the victory. In the championship match, Summer played 
New Waverly, the 3A state singles runner up from last year, 
and went to deuce nearly every game with her opponent. 
Her back-and-forth championship battle came to an end af-
ter long and tough sets, one of them going to a tiebreaker. 
As the regionals silver medalist. She will advance to the 
state tennis tournament in a few weeks.

The Orangefield FFA Land team traveled to Huntsville to 
compete in the Area IX CDE competition. Out of 16 teams, 
they placed 2nd in the area and 1st in district and will ad-
vance to the state contest on April 26-27. The team consists 
of Kylie Newman (4th High Point Individual), Blaine Lenard 
(6th High Point Individual), Bryce Blacksher, and Ethan 
Welch (10th High Point Individual).

Pictured from left to right: Ethan Welch, Bryce Blacksher, 
Blaine Lenard, and Kylie Newman.
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Most any fisherman who 
spends time on our local wa-
ters has a theory about how  
the tides work and where 
they need to be to catch fish 
during those tides. 

Surprisingly enough there 
are plenty of people who 
don’t understand how im-
portant  the tides really are, 
or for that matter what a tide 
is. According to Webster’s  
dictionary, tide is the peri-
odic variation in the surface 
level of the oceans, bays, 
gulfs, inlets, and estuaries 
caused by gravitational at-
traction of the moon and 
sun.

The influence the moon 
has over the tides is extreme 
to say the least. During the 
the first and third quarters 
of the moon phase the tides 
are the weakest and have the 
smallest differences be-
tween the highs and the 
lows. These small tide 
changes are called “neap 

tides”. On 
the other 
end of the

spec-
trum are 
the “spring 
tides”, 
these occur 
when the 
moon is 

new or full. 
During the spring tides the 
differences between the 
high and low tides are the 
greatest. By thinking about 
these patterns you can un-
derstand why so many peo-
ple plan fishing trips around 
the moon phases. The full or 
new moon phases mean 
more moving water because 
the tides are more extreme, 
this translates into more ac-
tive fish.

Now that we have estab-
lished what the tides are and 
how they get there energy 
we need to know what effect 
they have on the fish. During 
certain periods of the year 
the tides mean different 
things. For example, in the 
spring most fishermen like 
strong incoming tides be-

cause they tend to bring in 
good saltwater from the 
gulf. During the fall it is op-
posite, outgoing tides help 
bring the bait into the lake 
as they empty the marshes. 
Either tide will help you 
catch fish, the main thing is 
to at least have some tidal 
movement.

The periods between the 
tides are referred to as 
“slack”, during these times 
the fishing tends to be much 
slower. The tides trigger 
most fish into becoming 
more active, it is almost like 
ringing the dinner bell so to 

speak.
Now the tide schedules 

you see in the newspapers 
and magazines will give you 
an idea when the tides will 
occur. These schedules do 
not take into account what 
kind of weather or wind 
conditions may be present 
so you need to use a little 
common sense.

For example, if the sched-
ule calls for a weak outgoing 
tide and the wind is blowing 
strong from the south you 
may not see any change in 
the water level. The big 
south wind will essentially 

hold the water up from leav-
ing. The exact opposite hap-
pens in the winter months 
when you have an out going 
tide and a strong north 
wind, the water levels fall 
dramatically. There are dif-
ferent factors to take into ac-
count, just be aware of the 
conditions.

One other important 
piece of the tide puzzle deals 
with correction factors for 
the tides. Your evening news 
may call for tides at Sabine 
Pass to take place at 1 a.m, 
that time will be different if 
you fish in another part of 
the Sabine area. What you 
need to know is what is the 
correction factor for your 
area. The time difference 
between Sabine Pass and 
Sydney Island is just over an 
hour depending on the con-
ditions. So if the tide is sup-
posed to change at 1 a.m. at 
Mesquite Point it should 
start to change at Sydney Is-
land around 2:00 a.m. under 
normal conditions.

Now the visible move-
ment may not be evident but 
the influence is there. The 
marshes on the other hand 
are tougher to gauge when it 
comes to tides, things like 
wind and runoff can make it 

almost impossible to calcu-
late the tides correctly. All 
you can do is keep good re-
cords and watch the condi-
tions in order to get a better 
feel for how the water will 
react to certain conditions.

The tides are not difficult 
to understand as long as you 
find some reliable informa-
tion. My own personal 
choice for tide information 
comes from Texas Saltwater 
Fishing Magazine. The 
tides,  moon phases, feeding 
times,  and other informa-
tion is in there in great sup-
ply.  The correction factors 
and tide schedules are listed 
for the entire Texas coast. 

Along with the tide chart 
there  are also some great 
forecasts for feeding 
times all on one graph, very 
helpful when planning trips 
for both fishermen 
and hunters. There are oth-
ers out there as well, all you 
can do is look at some 
of  them and see if they 
match what you see on the 
water.  Having confidence in 
one over another takes time, 
but it is time well spent. 
Hopefully some of this in-
formation will help you 
make your next trip more 
successful.

Staff Report
Lots of new attractions 

will fill the grounds at the 
family festival, DEPOT 
DAY 2023, presented by the 
Friends of the Orange De-
pot at the Orange Train De-
pot, 1210 Green Avenue, 
Saturday, May 6, 10AM to 
2PM. Entry is free.

Special featured attrac-
tion will be the exhibition 
of art cars from the Hous-
ton area. Owners will be on 
hand to answer questions 
about the cars, which all 
have unusual names, such 
as Paisley Chaos and 
Whimzee. In addition to 
the car show, new offerings 

will include a kiddie air-
plane ride, mechanical bull, 
dunking booth, a corn hole 
game, and an arts and crafts 
table. A photo op area will 
feature a new wooden train 
car constructed by the Lit-
tle Cypress High School 
woodworking shop.

Returning this year are 

always popular attractions 
such as balloon sculpting, 
pony rides, bouncy house, 
and, of course, the trackless 
train.  Inside the depot will 
be model trains, cotton 
candy and other vendors.  

Plenty of food will be avail-
able from vendors Model 
Train BBQ, The Pink Lady, 
and the Ice Cream Shack.

Entertainment on the 
stage during the event will 
be music by the Orange 

Community Players singers 
and dancing on the street 
by the Orange Blossom 
Dancers.

Chances for the drawings 
will be $1 each or $5 for six.  
.

OUTDOORS
Capt. Chuck Uzzle
For The Record

Chuck Uzzle

Solving the tide mystery

A photo op area will feature a new wooden train car constructed by the Little Cypress High 
School woodworking shop.

Orange Depot Day festival set for May 6

 The tides trigger most fish into becoming more active.
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Lord, if you had been 
here, my brother would not 
have died. (John 11:21, 32)

To me, this passage from 
John 11 is one of the most 
poignant in all the Gospels. 
It reflects the heartbreak of 
sisters who had been sure 
Jesus would save their 
brother — women who 
loved Jesus and sacrificed 
for him, a family that need-
ed his help and called to 
him in their distress. Yet Je-
sus did not respond to his 
friends’ urgent request. He 
sent no answer, but simply 
showed up after their broth-
er was dead.

On the surface, this story 
is shocking. It doesn’t fit 
with our definition of love. 
To us, love rescues and 
runs. Love doesn’t wait. 
Love does everything possi-
ble to keep the beloved from 
pain. Yet in understanding 
how Jesus loved this family, 
I have seen the depth of his 
love for me in my own suf-
fering.

Lazarus’s Last Breath

Days before the words 
above were spoken, Mary 
and Martha had sent a mes-
sage to Jesus that their 
brother, Lazarus, was ill 
(John 11:3). They likely ex-
pected that Jesus would 
leave immediately to see his 
dear friend, or perhaps even 
heal him right there with a 
word. They knew he was 
the coming Christ, the Son 
of God, and that God would 
give him whatever he asked 
(John 11:22, 27). They had 

witnessed Jesus heal count-
less strangers, responding 
without delay to their re-
quests for help. Surely he 
would show up for his 
friends.

Yet Jesus didn’t respond 
to their urgent need, choos-
ing to stay where he was for 
two whole days (John 11:6). 
He told the disciples that 
Lazarus’s illness was for the 
glory of God, that he him-
self would be glorified 
through it, and that others 
would believe because of it 
(John 11:4, 14–15). At the 
same time, Jesus knew his 
intentional delay would be-
wilder his friends.

I imagine the sisters wait-
ing by the window where 
Lazarus lay dying, straining 
to see if Jesus was coming. I 
picture them reassuring 
each other that Jesus would 
surely arrive in time to heal 
Lazarus. I wonder what 
each was thinking as 
Lazarus took his last breath. 
Were they disappointed 
and disillusioned with Je-
sus, even questioning their 
relationship with him? Did 
they wonder if Jesus even 
cared? Did they doubt 
whether Jesus was the Sav-
ior they hoped him to be?

Whatever inner turmoil 

they were feeling, the sis-
ters had to go on. They 
needed to bury Lazarus and 
prepare their home, which 
would be flooded with peo-
ple who would come to con-
sole them. 

Jesus with the Sisters

In the middle of their 
grieving, Jesus arrived. The 
sisters independently met 
him and uttered the same 
plaintive words: “Lord, if 
you had been here, my 
brother would not have 
died” (John 11:21, 32). 
Though they had lost hope 
of ever seeing their brother 
again, neither ran from Je-
sus in their despair, or 
stayed aloof to protect 
themselves, or pretended 
his inaction hadn’t hurt 
them. Instead, they went to 
Jesus, directly telling him 
how they felt.

Jesus responded differ-
ently to each sister, know-
ing what each needed. Mar-
tha needed truth; she need-
ed to understand and reaf-
firm her belief in Jesus as 
God’s Son. Jesus told her 
that he was the resurrection 
and the life, and that who-
ever believed in him would 
never die (John 11:25–26). 

And later, he assured her 
that if she believed, she 
would see the glory of God 
(John 11:40). Mary, on the 
other hand, needed tears 
and comfort, and she wept 
at Jesus’s feet as soon as she 
saw him (John 11:32). Jesus 
wept with her (John 11:35).

Then, of course, Jesus 
told them to remove the 
stone, and he commanded 
Lazarus to come out. And 
Lazarus walked out of the 
grave (John 11:38–44)!

Following Mary
and Martha

I remember reading the 
Bible one night when my 
world was splintering. I had 
been crying in the dark, 
wondering how I could go 
on. The unthinkable had 
happened, and I couldn’t 
understand why God hadn’t 
stopped it. I had been faith-
ful. I loved Jesus and knew 
he loved me. So why hadn’t 
he rescued me from my 
nightmares?

I got up, pulled on my 
robe, and opened my Bible 
to John 11. As I reread this 
familiar story, I identified 
with Mary and Martha’s 
words to Jesus. If Jesus had 
shown up for me, this never 

would have happened. 
Since he didn’t respond to 
my pleading, my begging 
him to fix it, it seemed like 
he had abandoned me when 
I needed him most.

Yet I saw that even in 
their despair, the sisters 
went directly to Jesus, their 
words intimating their un-
spoken question: Why 
didn’t you come? I realized 
that I needed to go to him 
too. I told him my frustra-
tions and fears, my utter 
disappointment that he 
hadn’t shown up for me. I 
asked him to help me, to 
meet me as he met these 
sisters, that I might see the 
glory of God as well.

Glory in My Grief

I approached Jesus feel-
ing desperate, full of raw 
emotion, terrified of the 
free fall I was experiencing. 
Nothing felt stable or famil-
iar. And yet, in that mo-
ment, God came near. I felt 
the unmistakable sense of 
his presence and love, cou-
pled with the absolute as-
surance that everything 
was under control. There 
was purpose to my pain, 
even when I couldn’t under-
stand it, even when all I 
could see was loss.

I realized that God was 
giving me a sight of his glo-
ry. I sat in the stillness of 
the night, bent over my Bi-
ble, tears streaming down 
my face. This glimpse of 
God’s glory was far better 
than a pain-free life.Being 
with God, having his guid-
ance, knowing he will one 
day receive me into glory 
was all I needed. I finally 
saw why letting Lazarus die 
was the most loving thing 
Jesus could do for this fam-
ily. He knew that helping 
them see the glory of God 
firsthand was the greatest 

gift imaginable. It would 
cement their belief in him, 
their certainty that he was 
indeed the Son of God, and 
their assurance that Jesus 
had power over death.

God’s Greatest
Act of Love

The most loving thing 
God can do is to show us his 
glory. All physical healing is 
temporary since we will 
eventually die (unless he re-
turns first). But anything 
that helps us see and expe-
rience God’s glory will last 
throughout eternity. It will 
change us. It will help us 
treasure Christ and will 
give us lasting joy. Believing 
in Christ, seeing the glory 
of God, is a gift. Not every-
one sees it. Those who have 
experienced it will view 
their life and their suffering 
with new eyes, in light of 
the knowledge of God’s glo-
ry in the face of Christ (2 
Corinthians 4:6).

From this story, we see 
that God’s love does not 
shield us from suffering. 
The pain of Mary, Martha, 
and Lazarus, people whom 
Jesus dearly loved, was real 
and intense. They had to 
wait in the dark, wondering 
why Jesus hadn’t shown up. 
He cared about their pain, 
weeping with them as he 
saw their grief, all the while 
certain that their grief 
would turn to joy.

Our grief will also turn to 
joy — on earth, as we see 
and are satisfied in God, 
and ultimately in heaven, 
when we see him face to 
face.

The most loving thing 
that God can do is to in-
crease our faith in him, to 
show us his glory, to help us 
find our satisfaction in him. 
Truly, if we believe, we will 
see the glory of God.
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