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Volunteers live at 
Bassmasters site 
keep event running

Orange County has an 
elite group that gets to stay 
at the big fishing tourna-
ment and river festival all 
weekend long. All they have 
to do to reach the status is 
work as a volunteer 20 
hours a day for at least four 
days, plus dozens of more 
hours during the week.

They set up what is now 
called “Camp Bass,” which 
is a group of six or seven 
RVs that the volunteers 
bring so they can spend the 
night at the Boat Ramp and 
Riverside Park for the four-

day long Bassmasters Elite 
tournament.

This year will be the fifth 
time Orange County has 
hosted the national profes-
sional tournament, and 
through the years, the local 
volunteers keep improving 
their methods of handling 
crowds. The tournament 
and Sabine River Festival 
two years ago drew 40,000 
people.

Volunteer Steve Jones 
said local business owner 
David Jones dubbed the 
group of RVs as “Camp 

It is elementary, my dear 
Watson, that you would not 
want to miss the Summer 
Reading Festival this year. 
British writer Sir Arthur 
Conan Doyle’s famous 
sleuth, Sherlock Holmes, is 
the theme of The W.H. 
Stark House’s Fourth An-

nual Summer Reading Fes-
tival on June 10 from 10 
a.m. to noon. The event is 
free of charge and open to 
children ages 0-18 and their 
grown-ups, but advance 
registration is required. 
Register at whstarkhouse.
org by May 26.

  “Each year we choose a 
book from Miriam Lutcher 
Stark’s extensive library to 

be the theme of the festi-
val,” said The W.H. Stark 
House Programming and 
Site Manager Tabitha Hen-
derson. “It’s going to be a 
wonderful celebration of 
reading and fun for the 
whole family.”

 A highlight of the event 
is that each registered child 
will be given an age-appro-
priate version of a Sherlock 

Holmes book. At the event, 
guests will meet characters 
from Sherlock Holmes’ ad-
ventures, visit activity sta-
tions, solve a mystery and 
receive their book.

 The W.H. Stark House is 
located at 610 Main Avenue 
in Orange, TX. For more in-
formation visit  whstark-
house.org or call (409) 883-
3513, ext. 2031

Orange and the Sabine 
River will be the focus of 
the nationwide Bassmasters 
Elite professional fishing 
tournament this weekend 
as the county hosts its fifth 
tournament and River Fes-
tival.

The tournament will run 
Thursday, Friday, Saturday, 
and Sunday, with the pro-
fessional weigh-in from the 
exclusive Bassmasters stage 
will be each day at 3 p.m.  at 
the Orange Boat Ramp off 
Simmons Drive.

Besides the fishing at-
tractions, families will find 
local food booths, a kids 
fishing tank, kids activities, 
and evening concerts. En-
trance is free.

Two years ago, the tour-
nament drew 40,000 people 
to the four-day event, a na-
tional record for Bassmas-
ters. It will be the fifth Sa-
bine River Bassmasters 
tournament in 10 years.

Local entities and spon-
sors help to raise the money 

to attract the event. Cities 
and the county use the ho-
tel occupancy tax, charged 
by hotels for each night 
spent in a room, to help. 
And each previous tourna-
ment has filled hotels across 
the county, generating even 
more of the taxes. 

Visitors include the pro-
fessional anglers and the 
Bassmasters organization 
personnel. In addition, the 
professional circuit’s na-
tional sponsors like Toyota, 
Mercury, Yamaha, Ranger 
Boats, Bass Pro Shops, 
Skeeter Boats, Humming-
bird, and Minn Kota, set up 
booths and displays.

The professional anglers 
have been in the county for 
days as they launch at the 
boat ramp and scout the 
waters practicing. They 
also  make appearances 
across town, attracting fans 
young and old who are ex-
cited to meet the heroes 
they have come to love 
through television, Inter-
net, and magazines.

W.H. Stark House’s Summer Reading Fest

Pro fishing
returns to
OC this
weekend
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The two major rivers, 
along with Sabine Lake, 
and several bayous have 
provided centuries of in-
digenous people and set-
tlers a way to travel, eat, 
and relax. 

Orange County’s water-
ways are now drawing na-
tional attention through 
professional fishing tour-
naments, but fishing has 
always been important to 
residents. The indigenous 
Attakapa ate fish, shell-
fish, and alligators, along 
with lotus and cattail 
roots.

To pay tribute to the wa-
terways and the long his-
tory of fishing and water 
sports, the Heritage House 
Museum has a small ex-
hibit featuring old photo-
graphs and fishing memo-
rabilia on display.

The exhibit includes a 
collection from the late 
fishing guide Dickie Col-
burn, plus photos and ar-
tifacts from the Aqua De-
mons and Debs, an acro-
batic ski team. Also a dis-
play has information and 
photos of the Bailey family 
of Bridge City and their 
fish camps.

Vintage fishing poles 
and lures are part of the 
exhibit, that also includes 
an old boat motor and 
1950s pair of water skies.

Adam Conrad, presi-
dent of the Heritage House 
board of directors, said 
the museum wants to 
showcase the long history 
of the county’s love, and 
dependence on the water-
ways.

Richard ‘Dickie’ Col-
burn was a descendant of 
a longtime Orange family 
and grew up fishing along 
the waterways. He was a 
football star at Stark High 
School and then McNeese 
State University.

 After spending time as 
a teacher-coach, he re-
turned to Orange in 1977, 
when he and his wife, Kar-
en, opened The Fishing 
Hole tackle shop. He be-

came a fishing guide and 
boat captain, renowned 
for his expertise in know-

ing the biting patterns of 
various fish and what baits 
or lures to use. 

He shared his knowl-

Heritage House Museum 
pays tribute to water sports

WATER Page 3A
MARGARET TOAL 
For The Record

STAFF REPORT
For The Record

BASSMASTER    Page 3A

PRO FISHING   Page 3A

MARGARET TOAL
For The Record

MARGARET TOAL
For The Record

Heritage House Museum of Orange County is having a special exhibit of ‘On the Water: 
Our Favorite Pastime’ featuring stories, old photos and memorabilia about fishing and 
water sports. The exhibit features items and pictures of the Aqua Demons and Debs, a 
local 1950s-1960s water-ski stunt team that put on public shows in the Sabine River that 
drew crowds. Hubert and Margaret Spradline, along with Charles and Joette Webb, were 
among the members.

Russell Bottley and Karen Colburn show one of Dickie’s photo albums of fishing through 
the years.
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How and why has there 
has been such a shift in pol-
itics in Southeast Texas?  
When I was growing up and 
running for office, South-
east Texas was the bright 
spot.  The capitol income in 
Jefferson and Orange Coun-
ties was the highest in the 
state and near the top in 
teacher pay.  Unemploy-
ment was virtually unheard 
of.  Much of this prosperity 
was due to the strong 
unionization of wage earn-
ers in the state.  Almost all 
local elected officials were 
Democrats.

During this period of 
time, winning an election, 
local or otherwise without 
union support was nigh to 
impossible.  Now winning 
an election requires run-
ning as a Republican.  With 
the number of high wage 
earners in these counties I 
find it difficult to under-

stand why there was such a 
quick change in party loyal-
ty. The shift is hard for me 
to understand, particularly 
because there exists so 
many reasons that mem-
bers of labor would change 
as they have.

The Republican party has 
fought so many things con-
sistent with benefits to 
working Texans that it is 
difficult to believe. As an 
example, the minimum 
wage in Texas is $7.25 per 
hour and has been that for 
over thirty years. Texas is 
one of the most difficult 
states in which to form a 
union and acquire added 
benefits such as family 
leave, time off to be able to 
cast ballots and many other 
provisions favorable to 
workers existing in most 
other states.

Industrial deaths and in-
juries are the highest than 
any state in the union as 
well as deaths related to en-
vironmental concerns and 
yet our state Republican 
leaders still refuse to ad-
dress health care even 
though Texas leads the na-
tion in citizens without 
medical insurance.

The shift in politics not 
only surprises me, it causes 
me to question whether I 
knew as much about poli-
tics as I have always thought 
I did.

Stark Museum of Art previews bass art for Bassmaster Series
Staff Report
For The Record

The Stark Museum of Art 
has installed a new acquisi-
tion just in time for the in-
flux of professional anglers 
and fishing fans to the area 
for the Bassmaster Elite 
Tournament on the Sabine 
River, the highest level of 
professional bass fishing 
tournament.

Artist Tom Windham’s 
painting, “Trophy Room,” is 
a beautiful depiction of a 
largemouth bass, with a 
twist.

Windham transposed the 
concept of a “trophy 
room.” In this painting, the 
largemouth bass is not a 
taxidermied mount. This 
wily fish has avoided the 
hooks of countless an-
glers. It collected a wide ar-

ray of colorful lures and 
now exhibits them as tro-
phies in its underwater 
home.   

“We at the Stark Museum 

of Art are delighted to add 
this work of art to the col-
lection,” said SMA Curator 
Sarah Boehme. “The sub-
ject will have relevance to 

many anglers and hunters 
in our audience who have 
pursued elusive quarry, and 
the painting brings a little 
humor into our galleries. 
We invite those attending 
the Bassmaster Elite Series, 
as well as the public, to 
come enjoy our air condi-
tioning and view “Trophy 
Room.”

Windham, a native of Or-
ange, TX, studied art at La-
mar University and Stephen 
F. Austin University and 
then worked as a staff artist 
at “American Angler” mag-
azine.  Later he devoted 
himself to his fine art ca-
reer.  

The painting was a gift to 
the Museum from the art-
ist’s family. It is on view in 
Gallery 3, which features 
other works by 20th and 
21st century American 

Western artists.
  Along with the new ac-

quisition, visitors to the 
museum can also see the 
Guinness World Record 
Largest Published Book in 
the World “I Am Texas,” “A 
Noble Pastime: Hunting 
Pictures from the Collec-
tion of the Sarah Campbell 
Blaffer Foundation,” “Steu-
ben Glass: Stories Engraved 
in Crystal,” selections of 
American Western art from 
the SMA collection and the 

new “Welcome to Color: 
Stark Cultural Venues Col-
oring Book,” as well as pick 
up coloring sheets to work 
on at home.

  The Stark Museum of 
Art is located at 712 Green 
Avenue in Orange, Texas 
and is open to the public 
Wednesday through Satur-
day from 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. 
Admission is free. For more 
information visit starkmu-
seum.org or call (409) 886-
2787.

Tom Windham (1952 – 2022), “Trophy Room,” c. 2017, oil on 
canvas, 15 7/8 × 19 7/8 inches, Stark Museum of Art, Orange, 
Texas, Gift of the Artist’s Family, 2022, 2022.3.1

Staff Report
For The Record

Shangri La Botanical 
Gardens and Nature Center 
invites the public to experi-
ence the gardens af-
ter-hours during their Sip 
and Stroll event series on 
May 11, May 25 and June 15 
from 5-8 p.m. This event is 
a collaboration with Free 
State Cellars. All Sip and 
Stroll events are free of 
charge.

 Discover all the gardens 
have to offer during this 
unique, after-hours experi-
ence. Visitors may pre-or-
der picnic boxes and bottles 
of wine from Free State pri-
or to the event. A limited 
supply of picnic boxes will 
be available for purchase on 
site. Visitors may also enjoy 
drinks by the glass and 

non-alcoholic selections 
from Gin Atomic Traveling 
Cocktails camper. This eve-
ning event takes place 
during golden hour at Shan-
gri La Gardens, which pro-
vides an excellent opportu-
nity to capture all Mother 
Nature has to offer.

  “We invite the public to 

experience Shangri La in a 
different light. This sum-
mer, we are opening the 
garden on three different 
dates after-hours for our 
guests to enjoy being out-
doors,” said Angie Mason, 
executive director of Shan-
gri La Botanical Gardens 
and Nature Center. “We are 

thrilled for Free State Cel-
lars to be a part of these 
special evenings.”

  Visitors are welcome to 
bring a blanket to sit on 
while they enjoy local artis-
anal wines, craft sangrias 
and delicious charcuterie. 
The last entry is at 7:30 p.m.

 Shangri La is a 250 plus 

acre outdoor oasis in Or-
ange, Texas, located along 
the waterways of Adams 
Bayou that combines bo-
tanical gardens and an edu-
cation nature center in a 
unique way. Visitors are en-
couraged to stroll along 
garden paths surrounded 
by fragrant flowers, bird 

watch and take in the beau-
ty of the grounds. On Tues-
days and Saturdays, visitors 
can take a naturalist-led ex-
cursion along Adams Bayou 
to see the wonders of na-
ture, learn about the envi-
ronment and its care, dis-
cover animals in their natu-
ral habitats and spend time 
with friends and family. En-
joy the Children’s Garden 
that delights the young and 
young-at-heart and gain a 
new sense of environmental 
stewardship.

  Located at 2111 West 
Park Avenue in Orange, 
Texas, Shangri La Botanical 
Gardens and Nature Center 
is open to the public Tues-
day through Saturday from 
9 a.m. - 5 p.m. (last entry at 
4:30 p.m.). Entrance to 
Shangri La Gardens is free 
of charge. 

Carl Parker is a 1958 
graduate of the Universi-
ty of Texas School of 
Law. Elected to the Texas 
House of Representa-
tives in 1962 and the Sen-
ate in 1976. 
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Shangri La to host Sip and Stroll summer series

This event is a collaboration with Free State Cellars. All Sip 
and Stroll events are free of charge.

Visitors may also enjoy drinks by the glass and non-alcohol-
ic selections.
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edge in newspaper columns 
in The Record newspapers 
and magazines. Roy Dunn, 
owner of The Record news-
papers, said people from 
Jefferson County would 
drive to Orange County to 
pick up the paper just to 
read Colburn’s column. He 
was that renowned among 
avid anglers.

In addition, Colburn was 
an accomplished artist. The 
exhibit features a pen and 
watercolor work he did of 
an old fishing camp shack 
along the East Pass.

Colburn died at the age of 
75 in 2021.

The Aqua Demons and 
Debs trick skiing group was 
formed in the early 1950s 
by Hubert Spradling and 
Charles Webb after they 
handmade a pair of water 
skis after seeing a pattern in 
Popular Mechanics maga-
zine. Their wives, Margaret 
Spradling and Joette Webb, 
along with some other local 
residents formed the team 
that became renounced 
across the region. 

 The crescent of the Sa-
bine River in downtown 
Orange for many years had 
a ski ramp in the middle for 
the team to display their 
trick jumps. A pyramid for-
mation of the women riding 
on the top of the shoulders 
of the men on skis was a big 
stunt. 

The Aqua Demons and 

Debs would often put on 
shows in the river down-
town with crowds of people 
lining the riverbanks to 
watch.

The Bailey family in what 
is now Bridge City played 
an important role in the 
fishing history of Orange 
County. 

Back in 1926, when the 
area was known as Prairie 
View, Henry and Mary Bai-
ley opened a roadhouse-bait 
shop at the end of Ferry 
Road, where a ferry was the 
only way across the Neches 
River to Jefferson County. 
Henry and Mary were sur-
vivors of the 1900 Galves-
ton hurricane and had 10 
children. 

Their business served 
fried fish, gumbo, and other 
foods to people waiting for 
the ferry. They also sold 
gasoline, beer, and bait for 
people wanting to fish 
along the waterways. 

After the Rainbow Bridge 

opened in 1938, the Baileys 
continued with their road-
house and added an up-
stairs dancehall. Eventually, 
son Rob Bailey opened his 
own fish camp with boat 
launches at the end of the 
road, and son Fred Bailey 
ran a bar and a fishing pier. 
Rob didn’t sell beer, and 
Fred didn’t sell bait. How-
ever, their brother, Joe Bai-
ley, sold both beer and bait 
from his fish camp on Cow 
Bayou. Though he was in 
the same town, he was too 
far away to compete with 
his brothers.

The exhibit is on display 
in the Heritage House Mu-
seum’s Williams Building, 
behind the 1902 Sims 
house. Heritage House Mu-
seum complex is at 901 
West Division Avenue, west 
of the Orange County 
Courthouse.

The exhibit will be open 
during regular operating 
hours of 8:30 a.m. to 3 p.m. 
Tuesdays through Thurs-
days through the end of 
June. Visitors should check 
in to the administration 
building in the back. For 
more information or to ar-
range a tour, call 409-886-
5385. With an advance res-
ervation for groups, the 
board can open the exhibit 
during non-regular hours. 
The museum has a small 
fee to tour the historic 1902 
house.

sponsored by entergy
sponsored by gopher industrial

randy rogers band
saturday • june 3

ORANGETEXASCHAMBER.ORG

orange boat ramp Free Concert
Weekend

sponsored by gopher industrial 

sponsored by dow

saturday • june 3  

thursday • june 1  

food booths • daily weigh-ins
kid zone & kids fish tank

friday • june 2

Bass.” 
“I don’t get to bed until 1 

a.m. and then I have to get 
up at 4 a.m.,” he said. “It just 
makes sense to stay here.”

Jones is a retired Orange 
Police Department major. 
The Greater Orange Area 
Chamber of Commerce, 
which helps sponsor and 
organize the four-day event, 
asked him in 2013 to help 
with the first tournament. 
He used his police knowl-
edge to help organize park-
ing and traffic patterns for 
the tournament. 

For Jones, it’s a family af-
fair. His wife, Kay, along 
with their grown daughter 
and teenage granddaughter 
also volunteer during the 
week, though Kay said she 
goes home at night to sleep.

Others who will camp 
there include Jones, whose 
Gopher Industrial is spon-
soring two concerts and the 
kids fish tank, was in the 
original group to stay. Oth-
ers include Chamber Presi-
dent Ida Schossow, her late 
husband, Tim, and County 
Judge John Gothia. 

Gothia was still working 
in the private sector when 
Orange County held its first 
Bassmasters. He and Schos-
sow were instrumental in 
getting the professional or-
ganization here.

Jones on Tuesday morn-
ing was with his family rid-
ing through the grounds in 
a golf car. He was waiting 
for the tent company to de-
liver and set up the needed 
tents for the tournament 
and festival. Also, portable 
toilets were scheduled to be 
delivered.

 “We’ve got this down to a 
well-oiled machine,” he 
said.

For the core volunteers, 
sleeping on the grounds is 
the only way they can grab a 
couple of hours of shut-eye. 
Jones said by time the 
nightly concert ends and 
the band packs up, then the 
trash is gathered, it’s 1 in 
the morning.

The volunteers get up at 4 

a.m. to be able to assist and 
direct the more than 100 
professional anglers who 
will be launching and then 
taking off in the water at 6 
a.m. Jones said 90 fishing 
marshals will be accompa-
nying the anglers in their 
boats. The marshal, who 
ride with the anglers to as-
sure rules are followed, 
need to be directed to their 
parking area. Then volun-
teers drive them to the 
launch ramps in golf cars or 
ATVs. The vehicles are 
loaned by individuals for 
the event.

Jones praised the city of 
Orange for helping develop 
the Boat Ramp area to ac-
commodate more activities. 
The city built a covered pa-
vilion with stage area and 
back loading area at the site 
for the bands to play, even 
in the rain. The covered 
Riverside Pavilion also has 
a concrete floor for audi-
ences to place their lawn 
chairs.

In addition, the city built 
air-conditioned bathrooms, 
and Camp Bass is set up 
nearby. Even though the 
bathrooms are close, the 
volunteers in the camp 
shower in the RVs. Though 
those bathrooms are open 
to the public, Jones said the 
crowds are so large that 
portable toilet stalls are 
needed to be set up around 
the grounds.

The city also took down 
the fences at the old Sim-
mons Field Park across 
Simmons Drive from the 
Boat Ramp to make more 
room for parking nearby.

Tuesday morning, volun-
teers Butch Campbell, John 
Semien, and Russell Bottley 
were already there helping 
where they could. Jones 
said Bottley, who is a West 
Orange-Stark High athletic 
coach whose duties include 
coaching the schools bass 
fishing team, works at the 
tournament before dawn, 
then will go to the school to 
open the weight room for 
students, and then go back 

to the tournament.
Volunteers are needed to 

help with many aspects of 
the local tournament and 
festival. People interested 
in volunteering may con-
tact the chamber of com-
merce or go to the Boat 
Ramp grounds before 
Thursday. Not everyone is 
expected to put in a 20-
hour day, but a few hours on 
one day will help.

Bassmasters volunteers From Page 1

Water sports in history From Page 1

Pro fishing returns From Page 1

Dickie Colburn

The professional anglers 
wear colorful shirts full of 
sponsor logos and their 
boats are also as colorful.

With the fishermen and 
their support teams, plus 
all the Bassmasters per-
sonnel and out-of-town 
sponsors’ personnel, they 
spend their money across 
the county on things like 
gasoline, restaurants, and 
stores, adding more in-
come to the local econo-

my.
Bassmasters Elite are 

the top anglers from pre-
vious year’s different Bass-
masters tournaments like 
open entry ones and the 
Bassmasters Classic. For 
2023, the Elite series will 
have nine tournaments 
with a total prize payout of 
$6.9 million. The angler 
with the most weight for a  
four-day tournament will 
win cash in six figures.

Bassmasters Bob 
Downey has made his fan-
tasy fishing predictions 
for the Sabine River tour-
nament this year with 
Mike Iaconelli coming in 
first, with other winners 
Greg Hackney, who won in 
Orange’s last summer 
tournament, Brock Mose-
ly,  Caleb Kuphall, and 
Bradley Hallman.

More than 100 pro fish-
erman will launch from 

the Boat Ramp each morn-
ing at 6 a.m., or first viable 
light. The National 
Weather Service’s forecast 
calls for sunny, warm days, 
with maybe a slight chance 
of showers. 

However, even rain 
doesn’t stop the fishing 
and the fans. One year 
here, some seven inches of 
rain fell during the tour-
nament, but hundreds of 
fans came out in their 
boots and rain gear to 
watch the weigh-ins.

The Bassmaster stage is 

the center of attention ev-
ery afternoon at 3 p.m. as 
each angler goes up to 
weigh their catches and 
find the standings. Fans 
bring folding chairs and 
sit to watch and cheer 
their favorites.

The organization has a 
catch-and-release policy, 
with the fish put in a spe-
cial tank after they are 
weighed. The fish are later 
released back into the riv-
er.

In the evenings, live 
bands will be performing 

at the city of Orange’s cov-
ered Riverside Pavilion. 
Thursday at 7 p.m. will 
feature Casey Chesnutt 
with country music. At 8 
p.m. Friday, The Molly 
Ringwalds, a band that 
plays retro-’80s music, 
will play. Saturday’s lineup 
has two concerts, Cole 
Whittlesey will perform at 
6:30 p.m. and then the 
Randy Rogers Band at 8:30 
p.m.

The Orange County 
River Festival will official-
ly open at 1 p.m. Thursday. 
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From the Creaux’s Nest
EFFORT TO IMPEACH KEN PAXTON

LED BY FELLOW REPUBLICANS

The years of alleged misconduct by Paxton raise the 
question: Why now? House leaders have said the 
committee’s investigation was prompted by a $3.3 
million settlement that Paxton reached with the 
whistleblowers in February. Paxton needed the Leg-
islature to approve the use of state funds to settle 
the lawsuit — and quickly encountered resistance. 
House Speaker Dade Phelan was the first Republi-
can in the Legislature to come out against using tax-
payer dollars to pay for the settlement. Republicans 
have chosen to remain largely silent during years of 
alleged misconduct and lawbreaking by the attor-
ney general. Now they will have to take a public 
stand. For nearly a decade, Texas Republicans large-
ly looked the other way as Attorney General  Ken 
Paxton’s  legal problems piled up. Twenty articles of 
impeachment have been filed against Paxton, who 
has closely aligned himself with Donald Trump 
over the years, but the former president has yet to 
come to the attorney general’s defense. And in  an in-
terview Thursday with WFAA, Lt. Gov. Dan Pat-
rick declined to stick up for Paxton, pointing out 
that he may have to preside over a Senate trial. To 
send the matter to a trial in the Texas Senate, a ma-
jority of the 149-member House must approve a res-
olution containing the articles of impeachment. 
While all 64 House Democrats can be expected to 
vote to impeach Paxton, early reaction among 
House Republicans was mixed Thursday night and 
Friday morning. Paxton’s wife is a state senator. She 
knows about his misdeeds and mistress, this could 
affect her vote. It will be interesting to see what Sen. 
Robert Nichols does.

REMEMBERING JOE PAYNE
“A PRINCE OF A GUY”

Our Friend Joseph Daniel Payne, Sr., age 90, passed 
away on May 24, 2023. A memorial service will be 
held Saturday, June 17, 10:00 a.m. at Ninth and Elm 
Church of Christ. I was sad to learn of Joe’s passing. 
In the past, at least three days a week we worked out 
of the same building on Henrietta, Street, he for Don-
nie Harmon and me for this newspaper. A visit with 
Joe was like attending a class. I always learned some-
thing new from him, plus I loved his stories. We old 
folks went underground because of the COVID scare 
and those years saw our health declining.  The Payne 
family came to Orange about 1940, and Joe graduated 
from Stark High. Sometime between those years the 
family lived in San Antonio. One of his neighbors just 
around the corner was comedian Carol Burnett, who 
was a couple years younger than Joe. He could recite 
her home address even in later years. I don’t recall his 
wife Dee’s maiden name but during the time she and 
Joe went out together and after their marriage, her fa-
ther operated the movie theaters in Orange. Joe said 
he got to see all the movies free, plus he learned to op-
erate the projector. This was in the early 50s when the 
film would break and had to be spliced together. He 
learned a lot and recalled a lot about the movies. Dee 
was an operating room nurse and Joe a car salesman, 
a good one who was so low pressure Corky Harmon 
said the customer had to almost ask Joe to please sell 
him that car. Besides golf, he and Dee played Tourna-
ment Bridge. They raised a great family. Our condo-
lences go out to Dee and their offspring. A good man 
has left us. May he rest in peace. Please see obituary.

BILL “THE OLD ENGINEER” IS GONE

After completing the column and turning it in, I 
learned that my friend Bill Smith had passed away on 
May 28, at age 93. I didn’t want this issue to go to 
press without expressing my condolences for the one 
time publisher of The Penny Record. William Elmer 
Smith, a native of Wilton, Arkansas, was an old-
school KCS railroad locomotive engineer. Bill always 
reminded me of the old railroad break-man singer, 
Jimmie Rogers, who sang songs about the time in Bill 
Smith’s youth, times of the depression. “All around 
the water tank just waiting for a train.” The song was 
also about those who got caught trying to free-ride 
across the country. “Get off, get off you railroad bums 
and the conductor slammed the boxcar door.” I loved 
Bill’s railroad stories. He was a good man who did a 
lot for our little town along with his wife Betty. Bill 
will be laid to rest at the place of his birth. I’m so 
thankful I got to know him. The old engineer is gone. 
May he rest in peace. Please see obituary.

TURNING BACK THE HANDS OF TIME
10 Years Ago-2013

The 50th anniversary of President John F. Kenne-
dy’s death will bring months of tributes, ending with 
the saddest of all November anniversaries on Novem-
ber 22. Many speeches, books, magazines, news sto-
ries, television specials and admirers will pay tribute 
to the forever youthful president who inspired mil-
lions and was cut down in his prime in Dallas on 
Nov. 22, 1963. He’s frozen in the minds of all of us 

who recall the event. To some degree, the JFK legacy 
has affected some presidents who followed him. That 
includes President Obama, whose name will be in-
voked in three anniversaries to be celebrated next 
month, June 10, June 16, and a trip Obama will make 
to Berlin ahead of the 50th anniversary of Kenne-
dy’s “Ich bin cin Berliner” speech. Get ready to know 
JFK again. (Editor’s note: To us old enough, Kennedy 
and his murder 60 years ago, was brought into our 
homes by television just minutes after the fact. That 
vision has never left our consciousness. You can also 
expect the conspiracy theorists to come with a slew of 
books. Forgotten in the six month celebration will be 
that Nov. 22 which also marks 60 years since LBJ 
become United States president.*****Our friend 
Mildred Lemoine, who is Judge Janice’s sister, has 
been in a Houston hospital since February, nearly 
four months. (Mildred and Janice are both gone 
now.) *****May 30 is a very important day in the Dunn 
family. It’s the day Roy and Phyl’s first grandchild 
and Mark’s first daughter came along. Happy birth-
day to Dr. Amber Dunn. *****The Wednesday 
Lunch Bunch will dine at Novrozsky’s this week and 
will be at Robert’s next week when Roy celebrates his 
79th birthday. 

24 Years Ago-1999

 Attorney Sharon Bearden held his annual bar party 
last week outside, behind he and Wayne Peveto‘s of-
fice building. Pickup trucks were used for sitting. 
Lawyer friends accused Bearden of making a wind-
fall he wasn’t telling about. Sharon is known to be the 
most conservative liberal in these parts. Come De-
cember he will be saving a bunch when he quits send-
ing money to Texas Tech. That’s where Jim Sharon 
is attending law school. *****While Judge Pat Clark is 
home recovering, a lady district judge from Houston, 
named Judge Dunn, will take his place. Two Judge 
Dunn’s at the courthouse this week,*****Lester 
“Buckshot” Winfree was named “Small Business-
man of the year” by the Bridge City Chamber and 
Scored Chapter 521. He owns Winfree Rice and 
Cattle Company. The son of Lawrence and Gladys 
Winfree was born June 24, 1939.*****In the 4A base-
ball playoffs, after LCM lost game 1 at home 5-4, se-
nior left-hander Josh Grey pitched a shutout in game 
2 to give the Bears a 6-0 win and another chance in 
the playoffs. The Bears dealt the death blow to Car-
thage’s hopes in game 3 with an 11-5 victory. Grey 
pitched three scoreless innings. The Bears meet 
Brenham next in the quarter finals.*****Meanwhile, 
the Orangefield Bobcats squeezed by Huntington 
5-4. Jeff Smith is Bobcat coach. They play powerful 
Lufkin Hudson next in a winner take all game. Or-
angefield was District 23-3A champions.
 

49 Years Ago-1974

Granny Harper’s birthday was celebrated in style 
with a big gumbo--35 gallons. The whole gang showed 
up at Millie’s Harper Valley place in Mauriceville. 
These are great folks. *****Jack King is elected zone 
chairman of the Lions Club at the district convention 
in Galveston.*****Wally Fowler, gospel singer, for-
merly with the Oak Ridge Quartet, visits Orange. He 
and Roy Dunn spend a day exchanging stories about 
when they both traveled with Dudley J. LeBlanc’s 
Hadacol Caravan. Wally was at the height of his ca-
reer and many of his songs were recorded by other 
artists. He was the first to bring Hank Williams to 
Nashville and was responsible for much of Eddie Ar-
nold’s success. Fowler gave Roy an autographed copy 
of his new album, “Jesus.”*****The McCullums 
open a music store on short Sixth Street in downtown 
Orange.*****Plans are all made for the big annual Wa-
ter Festival to be held next weekend.*****Orange 
Rainbow Assembly No. 48 installs officers. Alicia 
Annette Young is installed as Worthy Advisor; 
DeDe Phillips, Worthy Associate; Kellie Hogg, 
Charity; Sunny Phillips, Hope; Kim McCauley, 
Faith; Hostesses, Vivian Powell, Theda Ladd, Max-
ine Williams, Carolyn Calvo and Betty 
Hinson.*****Coach Arien “Bubba” Moye, WO train-
er, is leaving. Coach Glen Green says, “We’ll miss 
him.”

LUNCH BUNCH CELEBRATES 32 YEARS

On June 7, the Wednesday Lunch Bunch will gather 
at Robert’s to celebrate a reunion and also to observe 
Roy Dunn’s 89th birthday. He was one of the found-
ers, along with Judge Grover Halliburton and Judge 
Claude Wimberly. Dunn celebrated his 69th and 79th 
birthdays with the Bunch. Robert’s has photos of the 
past reunion events. A group photo is planned. Pass 
the word, old or new, everyone is welcome. This will 
be the first opportunity for some to meet in over two 
years. All WWII Veterans are invited and will be the 
guest of the Lunch Bunch. It’s one of the Bunch’s 
ways to show appreciation to these great men.  Y’all 
come.

A FEW HAPPENINGS

With Father Jim Sichko, a stop in Orange came first 
before flying off to Rome to meet again with Pope 
Francis. Father Sichko, who grew up here, came 
back for three special masses to mark the 25th anni-
versary of his ordination. Last week’s County Re-
cord featured a story about the famous priest’s 
homecoming and the three masses. At St. Mary 
Catholic Church, where Father Sichko grew up, the 
parish priest Father Antony Paulose held up a copy 
of the paper from the pulpit showing off the article 
about Father Sichko and how he has brought the 
pope bourbon. Pope Francis appoint Father Sichko 
as a special Papal Minster of Mercy.*****Memorial 
Day weekend kicked off the summer season and trav-
eling for a number of people. Felica Conway and son 
Noah visited San Antonio, taking in the sights and 
restaurants.***County Commissioner Johnny Trah-
an and wife, Becky, had their friends and family up to 
their lake house, including their daughter and son-in-
law, Cody and Michal Tant. Little grandson Case 
likes the water, but not the mud***Longtime friends 
Rosalie Eason and Cindy Claybar enjoyed their fam-
ily time at Lake Sam Rayburn.***Hammon and 
Glenda Thompson went to see their grands in Cy-
press, then took in an Astros game at Minute Maid 
Park.***Country music songwriting legend Dean 

Dillon performed at The Oaks in Vidor on Friday 
with the crowd including Rodney and Dr. Amy 
Townsend, and Gary and Angie Stelly.*****Lots of 
graduation ceremonies were held for the high schools 
across the county last week. Margie Stephens re-
ports she made it through the ceremony at Bridge 
City High without tears as granddaughter Jacelyn 
Duval walked across the stage for her 
diploma.***Probably no one in the county is prouder 
than Bianca Garrett as her daughter, T’Era graduat-
ed from West Orange-Stark. T’Era was a star athlete 
and is going to Blinn College on a softball scholar-
ship. In addition, T’Era was a member of the Nation-
al Honor Society and prom queen this year.*****The 
extended Colburn family attended the reception 
opening at Heritage House Museum’s “On the Wa-
ter, Our Favorite Pastime” exhibit. Karen Colburn, 
the widow of the late fishing guide and Record news-
papers columnist Dickie Colburn, loaned some of 
his fishing collection for the exhibit, timed to go with 
the big Bassmasters Elite tournament this week. 
Dickie’s brother, Jeep and wife, Carolyn, came, as 
did his sister, Pauline Hargrove. Angler extraordi-
naire Russell Bottley stopped by, as did the Record’s 
Dan Perrine with wife, Marcia, and son, Matthew. 
Orange chamber president Ida Schossow took in 
the local history that includes the 1950s ski team the 
Aqua Demons and Debs. Shari Spradling, whose 
late parents Hubert and Margaret Spradling, who 
started the group, loaned some of her collection. Mu-
seum Director Charlotte Alford oversaw the exhibit 
and refreshments. Museum board members Kim-
berly Manning, Peggy Wells, and Geralyn Vine 
helped to set up the exhibit. Board member Lori Ar-
doin greeted guests during the reception and mar-
veled at displays. Of course, everyone has a fishing or 
boating story to tell.*****Jacque Phelps celebrated 
her 95th birthday this past week as the end of May 
seems to have been a popular time to have babies. 
Lots of people were blowing out candles.***JoJo Har-
ris of Farmers Mercantile marked the big 5-0 and as 
a birthday wish, collected donations for the Special 
Angels Rodeo for special needs children and adults. 
It’s the Harris family’s gift to Orange.*****State 
District Judge Rex Peveto finished another trip 
around the sun.*****Anniversaries this past week  in-
cluded Barry and Mauren Bates celebrating No. 22, 
and Babette and Mark Philpott with another 
year.*****Phillip Welch has nothing but praise for his 
new county commissioner Chris Sowell. “That guy 
gets the job done,” says Phillip.*****Since retiring for-
mer sheriff Keith Merritt and Marlene have been 
busy helping their boys. One is starting a new busi-
ness in Midland-Odessa, the other building a new 
home at Sam Rayburn. Hope to see the Merritt’s 
soon.
 

BREAUX BIRTHDAYS THIS WEEK

A few folks celebrating birthdays in the next few days. 
May 31: Haley Duhon, Brad Spooner, Rebecca 
Cartwright, Jeannette Foster, Macey 
Joubert.*****June 1: Gabrielle Smith, Linda Wolf-
ford, Shirley Griffin, Rollie Gardner.*****June 2: 
Shilo Carr, Debbie Crews, Peter Modica Jr., Julie 
Lummus, Kayla Hickey, Miranda McClure.*****June 
3: Tanya Thibodeaux-Molley, Herman Dupuis, Da-
vid Lopez, Harold Trantham.*****June 4: Barbara 
Hangman, Brittany Yu, Glenn Fisher, Paige Ous-
ley, Jade Ousley, Sandra Hoke, Donna 
Benefield.*****June 5: Tim Hughes, Joyce Dowdle, 
Roy Dunn, Carrie Prouse, Trey Wild, Chris Andes, 
Matt Ortega, Hunter Puckett, Brenda Howard, 
Gena Guyote.*****June 6: Sonia Smith, Amanda 
Rainwater, Ryan Gunstream, Lorrie LeBlanc, Ed 
Worthy Jr., Sherilyn Brister, Gail Griffith, Kelsey 
Miller.   
 

CAJUN STORY OF THE WEEK

   Every night right after it got dark Leroy Deso-
meaux, a bird lover, would go out in da backyard and 
hoot like an owl, hoping to attract one. After a few 
days, Leroy’s plan worked. One night an owl, wit a 
deep voice, started answering him. For a year, every 
night Leroy an dat owl hooted back and forth to one 
an utta. Leroy him, even kept a log of dere nightly 
conversations. 
   Leroy tought he was on da verge of a breakthrough 
in interspecies communication wen his wife, Marie, 
had a chat wit her neighbor Mary Lou. 
   “My husband Leroy him, spends his night calling 
out to da owls,” Marie said. 
   “Mais, dat’s odd, so does my husband Sustan. For 
bout a year, every night he talks to an owl him.”
 

C’EST TOUT
The Soldier’s Truth: 

Ernie Pyle and the Story of World War II
A beautiful reckoning with the life and work of the 
legendary journalist Ernie Pyle, who gave World 
War II a human face for millions of Americans even 
as he wrestled with his own demons At the height of 
his fame and influence during World War II, Ernie 
Pyle’s nationally syndicated dispatches from com-
bat zones shaped America’s understanding of what 
the war felt like to ordinary soldiers, as no writer’s 
work had before or has since. From the beaches of 
Anzio to the beaches of Normandy, and on to the war 
in the Pacific, where he would meet his end, Ernie 
Pyle had a genius for connecting with his beloved 
dogfaced grunts. A humble man, himself plagued by 
melancholy and tortured by marriage to a partner 
whose mental health struggles were much more acute 
than his own. While never defeatist, his stories left no 
doubt as to the heavy weight of the burden soldiers 
carried. In The Soldier’s Truth, acclaimed writer 
David Chrisinger brings Pyle’s journey to vivid life 
in all its heroism and pathos. Drawing on access to all 
of Pyle’s personal correspondence, his book cap-
tures every dramatic turn of Pyle’s war. A moving 
tribute to an ordinary American hero whose impact 
on the war is still too little understood, and a power-
ful account of that war’s impact and how it is remem-
bered, The Soldier’s Truth takes its place among the 
essential contributions to our perception of war and 
how we make sense of it.  My thoughts turn to my 
many WWII friends now gone. A great book to col-
lect, to pass on to the next generation, far removed 
from Granddad’s great war. ***** Take care  and 
God bless.
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The Bridge City Public Library will con-
tinue it Widows/Widowers group after the 
success of its opening meeting. The group’s 
purpose is to provide an opportunity for 
those who often lead lonely lives after the 
death of a spouse to have an outlet to share 
with others in the same situation. It is not a 
dating group but a place to gather, share 
with others and to play games as entertain-
ment. Snacks and coffee will be provided. 

We do require participants to call the li-
brary the Monday before the Friday of the 
meeting so that we can know how many to 
plan for.

Planned meetings will be from 10 am to 
noon on the following Fridays, May 5, May 
19, June 2, June 16 and July 7 and July 21. If 
you have any questions, call the library at 
409-735-4242. We look forward to getting 
to know you.

BC Library hosts support group
for Widow/Widowers

Here to help life go right.

DONNA GRAY BILL NICKUM CHERYL SQUIRES

Bill Nickum LUTCF
1930 Texas Ave. Bridge City

(409) 735-3595

THE RECORD HOMETOWN NEWS
“A Little Something For Everybody”

IN PRINT & ONLINE

William “Bill” Elmer Smith, 92, BC
William “Bill” Elmer 

Smith, beloved husband, fa-
ther, grandpa, and 
great-grandpa, dedicated vet-
eran, esteemed community 
member, and successful en-
trepreneur, passed away on 
Sunday, May 28, 2023. His 
loss is deeply felt by all who 
had the privilege of knowing 
him. He leaves behind a lega-
cy of love, service, and re-
markable achievements that will be cher-
ished forever.

  Funeral services will be held at 10:00 
a.m., Friday, June 2, 2023, at Claybar Funer-
al Home in Bridge City. Officiating will be 
Reverend Brandon Hansen. A graveside 
service will be held at 10:00 a.m., Saturday, 
June 3, 2023, at Wilton Cemetery in Wil-
ton, Arkansas.

 Visitation will take place from 5:00 p.m. 
to 7:00 p.m., Thursday, at Claybar Funeral 
Home in Bridge City.

 Born on August 11, 1930 in Wilton, Ar-
kansas, William was destined for a life of 
purpose and impact. In 1952, he embarked 
on a lifelong journey with his beloved wife, 
Betty Ruth Smith, whom he cherished and 
adored. Their union was a testament to the 
enduring power of love, as they shared over 
57 years of unwavering commitment and 
devotion until Betty’s passing in 2009.

 William served his country with honor 
and distinction during the Korean War 
Conflict. From 1948 to 1951, he valiantly 
stood alongside his comrades along the Pu-
san Perimeter, displaying courage and 
bravery in the face of adversity. William 
was very proud of time he served defending 
our country, and shared his many stories 
with anyone he met.

 Throughout his life, William was an ac-
tive and engaged member of his communi-
ty.

He was a lifelong member of St. Paul’s 
Methodist Church.

 William had many contributions to the 
Bridge City area, and was recognized in 
2013 as the Bridge City Chamber of Com-
merce Citizen of the Year for his exception-
al service.  As a lifelong ambassador of the 
Bridge City Chamber of Commerce, Wil-
liam actively supported and promoted local 
businesses and economic growth. His 
long-standing membership was a testa-
ment to his unwavering commitment to the 
betterment of the community he loved.

 William dedicated 33 years of his life to 
the KCS Railroad where he was a locomo-
tive engineer which was his dream job, re-
tiring in 1989.

 For 42 years, William was an 
esteemed member of the Bridge 
City-Orangefield Rotary Club, 
where he received numerous 
awards and accolades for his out-
standing contributions. His ded-
ication to the club’s mission of 
service above self was unwaver-
ing, and his impact on the com-
munity through Rotary initia-
tives was immeasurable. He 
looked forward with eagerness to 

his Thursday lunch meetings with his fel-
low rotarians.

  Additionally, he was a respected mem-
ber of the Mason 1345, embodying the Ma-
sonic values of brotherhood, morality, and 
charity. He was also in the El Mina Shri-
ners.

 Bill Smith also served as a Council mem-
ber on the Bridge City City Council for a 
number of years.

  In 1975, Bill embarked on a new entre-
preneurial venture, establishing Central 
Office Supply, which has since become 
COS Printing. Together with his wife Betty 
and their children, they built a successful 
business that has, and still serves the com-
munity for decades. Their dedication and 
hard work have left an enduring imprint on 
the local business landscape.

 William also owned and operated Bridge 
City’s local newspaper, The Penny Record 
for several years.

  Bill Smith will be remembered for his 
warm smile, kind heart, and unwavering 
love for his family, friends, and community. 
His legacy of love, service, and dedication 
will continue to inspire all those who had 
the privilege of knowing him.

 William is preceded in death by his par-
ents Vance and Callie Smith, brothers Don-
ald Gene Smith, Levan Smith and Jimmy 
Smith and one sister Hazel Smith Fowler.

  William is survived by his two sisters, 
Geraldine Smith Shelby of Texarkana, and 
Lynda Smith Cox; husband Eddie of Ft 
Worth, two loving children Bruce Smith; 
wife Renee Parker Smith of Orange, Caro-
lyn Andrus; husband Thomas Andrus of 
Orange, three grandchildren, Jeremy 
Smith; wife Holly Obenhaus Smith, Justin 
Smith and Eric Andrus; wife Caitlin An-
drus all of Orange. Four great grandchil-
dren Cooper Smith, Jada Smith, Walker 
Smith and Diana Andrus, and a host of rel-
atives and friends who will forever cherish 
his memory. He will be deeply missed and 
forever remembered.

  You’re with your Creator now. May his 
soul rest in eternal peace.

William Smith

Joseph Daniel Payne, Sr., 89, Orange
Our Dad, Joseph Daniel 

Payne, Sr. died on May 24, 
2023. Joe Payne believed in 
honesty, hard work, loving his 
family and following God’s 
Word and he lived it. He was 
the son of Oscar F. and Alva 
Myrel Payne. He was born in 
Jacksonville, Texas on No-
vember 16, 1933. At age 6 Joe 
began what was the start of a 
successful career in sales. 
Wanting to help his family, Joe went to the 
local candy factory where he bought the 
cut-off corners from their candied peanut 
patties. He brought the candy, along with 
pencils and note pads to the Jacksonville 
train station and sold his wares to passen-
gers. Joe had a memory for numbers. He 
could remember exactly how much the 
candy, pencils and notebooks cost and what 
profit he made.

  Joe Payne was a salesman and a great 
one. He owned and operated Payne Motors 
on Simmons Drive and was later the New 
Car Manager at Harmon Chevrolet. When 
he lived in Georgetown, Texas, he was in 
the top-sales tier year after year at Don 
Hewlett Chevrolet Buick. Joe had many re-
peat customers because they knew he was 
honest, and they knew he cared about 
them. He loved selling cars and talking 
with friends and making new acquaintanc-
es. That love kept him going to the office at 
Harmon Enterprises every day until two 
years ago when his health began to fail.

 Joe and his wife Dee were married for 70 
years. They met at Lutcher Stark High 
School. He was the motorcycle guy in a 
leather jacket. And she was the girl who 
was caught sliding down the school fire es-
cape slide. They were made for each other. 

For many years Joe and Dee were 
avid golfers. There were usually 
sets of clubs and golf shoes in the 
trunks of their cars ready for the 
next game. They loved playing 
and spending time together on 
the course.

  Joe and Dee have four chil-
dren. He never failed to tell each 
one, “Hey kid, I love you and I’m 
proud of you.” Joe adored his sev-
en grandchildren. He and Dee 

now have 17 great-grandchildren and two 
great-great- grandchildren. Joe was preced-
ed in death by his ray of sunshine, grand-
daughter Bliss Payne, and by his brother 
and sister-in-law, Richard and Pat Payne. 
He is survived by his wife Dee and his sister 
Shirley Owens, his daughters Kristin and 
her husband, Jimmy McWilliams; Lynn 
and her husband Steve Bittinger and his 
sons Daniel and his wife Jeanne and Jon 
and his wife Leah. Grandchildren are Alan 
and Dondi Cherry, Jason and Felicia Green, 
Kimberly Tidwell, Alicia Green, Alex Payne 
and Emily Varnell, and Dakota and Kristal 
Payne. Joe was fond of his nieces Cheryl 
Bowie, Rhonda Shaffer, Valerie Loewer, Jo-
anna Hambrick, and nephew Mike Payne.

 Ninth and Elm Church of Christ was his 
church family. He felt honored to have 
served as an elder there for over 20 years. 
Many sought his counsel because of his 
kind and thoughtful demeanor. A memori-
al service will be held there on Saturday, 
June 17 at 1 o’clock. The Payne family is 
thankful for the staff at Harbor Hospice for 
caring for Joe in his last days, especially Dr. 
Lavalais. Our hearts are heavy because he 
is gone, but joyful in knowing Our Dad is 
with Christ.

Joseph Payne

Charles Edward Billeaud, 56, Orange
He was born in Baltimore, 

Maryland and after living in 
several places in the United 
States, he settled in Orange 
County, Texas over 40 years 
ago. He was a U.S. Air Force 
veteran. Charles enjoyed 
playing pool and was a former 
APA pool player. 

Survivors include his wife 
of nine years, Suzan Billeaud 
of Orange, Texas; his 
step-children, Trisha Rubero of Vidor, Tex-
as and Joseph Hodges and wife, Rebecca of 
Willow Creek, North Carolina; his siblings, 
Debra Verrett of Bridge City, Texas, Jimmy 
Billeaud of Kentucky, Rose Wiley and hus-
band, Ken of Mauriceville, Texas, and Mi-
chelle Billeaud of South Carolina; his moth-
er-in-law, Marie Weeks of Orange, Texas; 
six grandchildren, Adreanah Rubero, Zach 

Rubero, Jimmy Mizell, Michael 
Hodges, Ellieanna Hodges, and 
Isabella Hodges; and numerous 
nieces, nephews, great-nieces, 
and great-nephews.

He is preceded in death by his 
parents, Charles and Mary Lou 
Billeaud; his sister, Charlene 
Hanna; his father-in-law, Sher-
man Weeks; and his beloved dog, 
Jaxs.   

Cremation arrangements were 
entrusted to Hixson-Sulphur Memorial 
Funeral Home. In lieu of flowers, the family 
asks that memorial donations be made to: 
Well Spring Credit Union in Orange, Texas 
(Benefit for Charles Edward Billeaud). 

Words of comfort and expressions of 
sympathy may be shared with the family at 
www.hixsonfuneralhomes.com.

Charles Billeaud

  Deaths & Memorials  



HARRY’S APPLI-
ANCES - Used ap-
pliances starting at 
$99.95, 302 10th. St. 
(10th. & main) Or-
ange, We also buy 
used appliances, Call 
or come by 409-886-
4111.

RV for Rent in 
Bridge City, located 
in quiet neighbor-
hood. $750, a l l 
bi l ls paid. Please 
ca l l 409-272-0792

Rental:  now tak-
ing applications 
for very nice 3 BR, 
2 Bath home Man-
ufactured Home 
w/ porch, carport 
and wheelchair 
ramp.  Must be 55 
year of age or old-
er, 55 and up com-
munity $900 
month.  Includes 
garbage pickup 
and lawn mainte-
nance.  Please ca l l 
409-504-9296

Tiny poodle pup 
will be only 3-4 
pounds fully 
grown.   1 white 
male, adorable with 
CKC papers, all 
shots, potty trained 
$1500.  Email me or 
call for pics at dkp-
too@aol.com or 
409-504-8879.

German Shepherd
pups born March 
21st ready for a 
loving home. $400 
Call 409-553-1053

    

A P P L I A N C E S

R V  F O R  R E N T

American 
Legion Post 49
409-886-1241

Hall Rental

TRACTOR 
WORK

• Bush Hogging  

• Water 

• Dirt & Shell  

  • Sewer

• Electrical  

• Digging Services

LOCAL
409-670-2040

HELP 
WANTED
FULL TIME &

PART TIME
GROCERY 

STOCKERS
GROCERY 

CHECKERS  DELI 
WORKERS
APPLY IN 

PERSON ONLY   
NO PHONE 

CALLS PLEASE!

K-DAN”S
SUPER FOODS _ 

9604 FM 105
DANNY’S SUPER 

FOODS
2003 Western

NOTICE: Vehicle stored at 

Gilbeaux’s Towing and 
Transport Inc. 058449  VSF

16527 Hwy 62 S. 

Orange, TX 77630

PH (409) 886-0007

Total charges cannot be computed 
until the vehicle is claimed, storage 
charges will accrue daily until the 
vehicle is released. Must demonstrate 
proof of ownership and pay current 

charges to claim vehicle..
www.tdlr.texas.gov

Vin#5NMSG73D38H203181

08 HYUNDAI

OWED $886.24

Vin#1BABNC0AX4F211577

04 BLUE BIRD BUS

OWED $668.87

Vin#4XAAAH2A0WA052033

98 POLARIS

OWED $309.85
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GARAGE SALE

Visit us at 
therecordlive.com

SCAN BELOW!

HE LP  WA N T E D

• PUBLIC NOTICES •
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S E R V I CE S

F O R  R E N T

NOTICE TO
CREDITORS

BUSINESS CARD LISTINGS
You can advertise your business, services or craft here for only $25.00 a week.

Contact us at ads@therecordlive.com or call at 409•886•7183

NOTICE TO
CREDITORS

409-749-4873

DO G S  F O R  S A LE

FOR SALE
409-886-7183

Legal Notice
Application has 
been made with the 
Texas Alcoholic 
Beverage Commis-
sion for a Wine and 
Malt Beverage 
Retailer’s On-
Premise Permit, 
Application ID 
204148 by Robert 
R. Enterprises 
Incorporated dba 
Robert’s Meat 
Market & Steak-
house, to be located 
at 3720 W. Park 
Avenue STE B, 
Pinehurst, United 
States, Orange 
77630. Owners of 
said corporation 
are Roberto 
R a m i re z  a nd 
Re becca Ramirez, 
Owners.

CITATION BY PUBLICATION (OTHER) - COPUBWD

The State of Texas

TO: The Unkown Heirs at Law of Chase Miller, Deceased

Respondent, NOTICE

You have been sued. You may employ an attorney.  If you or your 
Attorney do not file a written answer  with the clerk who issued this 
citation by 10:00 A.M. on the Monday next following the expiration of 
42 days after you were served this citation and petition, a default 
judgement may be taken against you. 

In Addition to filing a written answer with the clerk, you may be 
required to make initial disclosures to the other parties of this suit.  
These disclosures generally must be made no later than 30 days after 
you file your answer with the clerk.  Find out more at TexasLawHelp.
org.

     The petition of Freedom Mortgage Corporation, Petitioner, 
was filed in the 128th District Court of Orange County, Texas 
on 26th day of April, 2023, against Unkown Heirs of Chase 
Miller, Respondent, numbered 230118-C.  The suit re-
quest:

This proceeding concerns the foreclosure of a lien   
on the following real property and improvements 
commonly known as 2948 El, St, Orange, TX, 
77632, and more particularly described as LOT 
NO. ONE HUNDRED SEVEN (107), OF 
RIDGECREST ADDITION NO. 2, A SUBDI-
VISION IN OR ANGE COU NT Y, TEX AS, 
ACCORDING TO THE MAP OR PLAT OF 
R ECOR D IN VOLUME 5, PAGE 87, M AP 
R ECORDS OF ORANGE COUNTY, TEXAS.

The Court has authority in this suit to enter any 
judgment which will be binding on you.

ISSUED AND GIVEN under my hand and the 
seal of said Court at Orange, Texas this MAY 11th, 
2023. 

   ANNE REED, District Clerk
Orange County, Texas     

By: Anne Reed

Inside or outside 
home repairs. Give 
Mike a call: painting, 
woodwork, fencing, 
roofing, lawn care 
and more.    Give 
Mike a ca l l at 
409-719-3992

Your Business can advertise here

Call us at 409-886-7183

Notice is here-
by g i ven tha t 
o r i g ina l  Letters  
T e s t a m e n t a r y 
for the Estate of 
HELEN PALMER 
B U R F O R D ,   
Deceased, were 
issued on the 
JANUARY 17, 
2023,  in Cause No. 
P19529, pending in 
the County Court 
at Law of Orange 
County, Texas, 
to: RANDOLPH 
C A L V I N 
BURFORD.

All persons hav-
ing claims against 
this Estate which 
is currently being 
administered are 
required to pres-
ent them to the 
undersigned within 
the time and in the 
manner prescribed 
by law.

c/o:  
Randolph Calvin 
Burford
PO Box 491
Vidor, Texas  77662

Dated the 17th day 
of January, 2023.

Notice is here-
by g i ven tha t 
o r i g ina l  Letters  
Testamentary for 
the Estate of MARY 
LOVEDA EVANS,   
Deceased, were 
issued on the 
DECEMBER 12, 
2022,  in Cause No. 
P19524, pending in 
the County Court 
at Law of Orange 
County, Texas, to: 
CATHY D. EVANS 
HANDFORD.

All persons hav-
ing claims against 
this Estate which 
is currently being 
administered are 
required to pres-
ent them to the 
undersigned within 
the time and in the 
manner prescribed 
by law.

c/o:  
Cathy D. Evans 
Handford
3004 Ginn Point Road
Huntsville, Alabama  
35763

Dated the 12th day 
of December, 2022.

DOMESTIC CITATION BY PUBLICATION/PC - CDVPCWD

THE STATE OF TEXAS

To:  CHAD ALLEN DAVIS., Respondent,

You have been sued. You may employ an 
attorney.  If you or your attorney do not file a 
written answer with the clerk who issued this 
citation by 10:00 A.M. on the Monday next 
following the expiration of 20 days after you were 
served this citation and petition, a default 
judgement may be taken against you. 
   The petition of JESSICA LYNN ROME, Petitioner, 
was filed in the 128th Disctrict Court of Orange 
County, Texas on 17th day of May, 2023,  against 
CHAD ALLEN DAVIS, numbered 140571-D and 
entitled IN THE MATTER OF JESSICA LYNN 
DAIVS and CHAD ALLEN DAVIS. 
  The suit requests PETITION TO MODIFY 
PARENT-CHILD RELATIONSHIP.
    The date and place of birth of the child/ren who 
is/are subject of the suit:

 Madison Paige Davis  09/17/2011   Jefferson County, Texas

The court has authority in this suit to enter any 
judgment or decree in the child/ren’s interest 
which will be binding upon you, including the ter-
mination of the parent-child relationship, the de-
termination of paternity and the appointment of a 
conservator with authority to consent to the 
child’s adoption.

ISSUED AND GIVEN under my hand and seal 
of said Court at Orange, Texas, this May 24, 2023.

     
                    ANNE REED, District Clerk
                     Orange County, Texas

             Anne Reed

Garage Sale this 
Sat., from 7am - until 
at 211 Shadowdale 
in Bridge City. 
Major cleaning out 
of 2+ households. 
Girls clothes age 
6-10, tons of house-
hold items, kids 
toys, bicycles, com-
puter monitors/
keyboards. Too 
much to list.
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A year that started with 
great expectations, was 
plagued by an injury along 
the way, and ended with 
exaltation for Xander 
Parks the last week and a 
half of May.  The Orange-
field senior won the Class 
3A individual state cham-
pionship for golf during 
the two-day tournament 
held May 22-23 in Austin.

The winning of the gold 
medal by Parks a senior at 
Orangefield helped his 
five-member team also do 
quite well.  The Bobcats 
captured fourth place 
among the twelve teams 
competing in Class 3A at 
Austin.

Xander and his younger 
brother Lincoln joined 
with three other senior 
Bobcats Ethan Gunter, Re-
ese Johnson, and Alex 
Montz to give Orangefield 
one of the top high school 
golf teams in southeast 
Texas.  Coming into this 
year the Parks brothers 
were expected to help lead 
the Bobcats to a district 

championship.
Finally getting healthy 

propelled Xander to fulfill 
his potential and become 
the top golfer in his classi-
fication this year.  A back 
injury hampered Parks 
through the first five or 
six tournaments of the 
year.

Visits to a chiropractor 
during that time helped 
Parks work out the dis-
comfort in his back.  “Now 
I’m finally healthy back to 
a hundred percent.  Ever 
since that I started swing-
ing the driver like what I 
used to and got everything 
clicking,” Parks remem-
bered.

In late April during the 
regional tournament Xan-
der was tied for third one 
stroke behind his brother 
Lincoln and another golfer 
after the first day.  Xander 
shot a 74 over the final 
eighteen holes on the sec-
ond day for the best round 
by anybody during the two 
days and leaped to a three-
stroke victory qualifying 
him and his Orangefield 
teammates for a trip to the 
state finals in Austin.

The finals for Class 3A 
were played on May 22-23 
at Austin’s Jimmy Clay 
Golf Course.  The par for 
the eighteen holes is 72 on 
the public course.

Day one the weather 
was great with no wind 
and the scoring was good 

except Xander said hon-
estly he played terrible.  
Xander elaborated, “I 
drove the ball good, my 
wedges were horrible.  I 
had greens within easy 
reach no problem, but 
then my wedges just failed 
me.”

Parks played consistent 
for the day.  He had no 
three putts for the round, 
made several chips fol-
lowed by one putts after 
missing a few greens, and 
finished with four birdies 
against two bogeys.

The obvious highlight 
during the round was 
scoring three straight 
birdies late on his second 
nine holes.  Parks drove 
over trees which no one 
else had done that day to 
setup a great approach to 
the green for the last bird-
ie at his seventeenth hole 
played.  A bogey at the fi-
nal hole did cost him a 
stroke though.

As unhappy as Parks 
was with his wedge play 
the first day he still shot a 
two-under par 70 to be in 
contention just one stroke 
out of first place.  “The 
first day I kept myself in it 
just to have a chance the 
second day to go out and 

win,” Parks recalled.
The top three players on 

the leaderboard composed 
the final group on the sec-
ond day.  This set up what 
amounted to a match play 
situation for Xander.  
Parks thought, “Just best 
them.  I am going to be 
playing with them so just 
beat them.”

Winds picked up on the 
second day in Austin.  
This made the scoring 
more difficult for the golf-
ers.    

It may not be fair to 
compare Parks to another 
great golfer like Arnold 
Palmer yet, but Xander 
copied a feat done by 
Palmer who drove the first 
hole in the final round to 
make a birdie during his 
come from behind victory 
at the 1960 U.S. Open.  
Parks started his second 
round by driving the green 

Less than three months 
before the start of the high 
school football season the 
Bridge City Cardinals had 
their athletic director and 
head football coach resign.  
Cody McGuire’s resigna-
tion was accepted by 
Bridge City School Super-
intendent Dr. Mike Kelly 
the last week of May.

Filling the vacancy of 
head football coach will be 
longtime Bridge City 
coach and the head base-
ball coach Chad Landry 
on an interim basis.  Dr. 
Kelly will serve as the in-
terim athletic director un-
til after the football sea-
son concludes when the 
school district will begin 
an extensive search to the 
fill the positions of athlet-
ic director and head foot-
ball coach.

McGuire said he was 
called into a meeting with 
school officials including 
the superintendent on 
Wednesday, May 24, 
during which they asked 
him to resign.  McGuire 
handed in his resignation 
on Thursday.

The reason his resigna-
tion was requested ac-
cording to McGuire was 
he had taken his personal-

ly owned vehicle to sell 
sno-cones at a local refin-
ery for about two hours a 
day during nine school 
days.  McGuire said he 
should have taken either 
sick leave or vacation time 
for the trips but he did not.

The Cardinals were 5-15 
in McGuire’s two years as 
the head football coach 
here.  Bridge City almost 
made the playoffs his first 
season as coach before 
stumbling to a 1-9 record 
this past year when inju-
ries caused him to shuttle 
four different players at 
the quarterback position.

BC baseball’s
Landry becomes
new Cardinal
football coach

H FRIDAY NIGHT FOOTBALL PREVIEW INSIDE

Orangefield’s Xander Parks wins state golf

DAN PERRINE
Orange County Sports
For The Record

DAN PERRINE
For The Record

 Cardinal baseball coach 
Chad Landry has been ap-
pointed the interim head 
football coach at Bridge 
City following the resigna-
tion of Cody McGuire from 
that position the last week 
of May.

Roberts Ford
ORANGE COUNTY’S FORD DEALER

Roberts

2023 FORD
F-150 XL

$44,261

Agate Black Metallic, Black Interior, 
4X2, , Automatic V6, Stock No. 8723

MSRP: $47,380

2023 FORD
F-150 XL

$52,005

Avalanche, Black Interior,
4X4, Automatic, V6, Stock No. 8680

MSRP: $53,755

-$1,750
DEALER SAVINGS

2023 FORD
F-150 XL

$50,669

Oxford White, Black Interior,
4X4, Automatic, V8, Stock No. 8704

MSRP: $54,125

-$3,475
DEALER SAVINGS

-$3,119
DEALER SAVINGS

MSRP:

-$1,000
DEALER SAVINGS

-$3,000
DEALER SAVINGS

NEW 2022 FORD
EDGE SE

$38,000

Iconic Silver, Ebony Interior, AWD 
Automatic, Engine: I4, 21 CITY / 28 

HWY, Stock No. 8632
MSRP: $41,000

$32,490$53,660
Get $2,000
DEALER SAVINGS

NEW 2022 FORD
ESCAPE SE

Iconic Silver Metallic, Ebony Inte-
rior, FWD, Automatic, 28 CITY / 34 

HWY, Stock No. 8649
MSRP: $33,490

NEW 2023 FORD
MUSTANG GT

FASTBACK
Oxford White, Ebony Interior, 

RWD,Automatic Trans, V8, 15 CITY 
/ 24 HWY, Stock No.  8717

Come See It!

1601 GREEN AVENUE • ORANGE, TEXAS • (409) 883-3581

GAVIN CALLARMAN
SALES EXECUTIVE

“Orange You Glad You Chose ROBERTS!”

2023 FORD F-150

Truck Sale

ON
THE
LOT!

ON
THE
LOT!

ON
THE
LOT!

ON
THE
LOT!

ON
THE
LOT!

ON
THE
LOT!

$2000 Retail Bonus Cash Program #11034: Take new retail delivery from dealer stock by 2023-07-05. $1,000 Reatil Bonus 
Cash Program #11034: Take new retail delivery from dealer stock by 2023-07-05. $1500 Retail Bonus Cash Program #11024: 
Take new retail delivery from dealer stock by 2023-07-05. $750 Reatial Bonus Cash Program #11060: Take new retail delivery 

from dealer stock by 2023-05-31. See dealer for complete details. 

RETAIL CUSTOMER CASH
0%  APR

FINANCING
FOR 36 MONTHS

$1,000Plus
Get!

2023
F-150
XLT

Buy In Orange, Save More!

Xander Parks of Orangefield flashes a rare smile while wear-
ing his gold medal after winning the state golf championship 
May 23 in Austin.                      RECORD PHOTO: Dan Perrine 

The Orangefield golf team with Xander Parks, Reese John-
son, Lincoln Parks, Coach Todd Trawhon, Alex Montz, and 
Ethan Gunter at the state tournament in Austin.

ORANGEFIELD  Page 5B
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• Sabine Lake

GOOD. 78 degrees. Box-
es of trout, sheepshead, 
and drum are good with 
live shrimp under a pop-
ping cork fishing jetty 
rocks. When the jack cre-
valle show up, it is time to 
move locations. Fish the 
ship channel in 4-7 feet of 
water on bulkheads and 
rocks. Sabine Lake is good 
for trout and redfish mak-
ing slow drifts over shell 
in 4-7 feet with popping 
cork, or artificial 1/16 
ounce jigheads with five 
inch swimbaits. Shrimp 
are fleeing the bayou so 
catches of redfish, trout 
and flounder are good in 
the cuts. Coffee Ground 
Cove is good for trout and 
redfish making long drifts 
with live shrimp under a 
popping cork, or morning 
glory chartreuse tail or glo 
chartreuse artificials. 
Birds are starting to work 
out going tides. North Le-
vee trout bite is still on fire 
with live shrimp with a 
popping cork and swim-
baits. Report by Captain 
Randy Foreman, Captain 
Randy’s Guide Service Sa-
bine Lake.

• Bolivar

GOOD. 74 degrees. The 
surf is starting to hold 
some pompano, small 
shark and the occasional 
redfish. The gulfside of 
the North Jetty Gulf is 
holding sheepshead and 
trout against rocks. Look 
for bait up close to rocks. 
Channel side holding 
some nice trout close and 
Big Reds on the bottom. 
Report provided by Cap-
tain Raymond Wheatley, 
Tail Spotter Guide Service 
LLC.

• Trinity Bay

SLOW. 80 degrees. 
Speckled trout being 
caught along the lower 
portion on the east shore-
line. Upper reaches of the 
bay remain off-colored 
due to runoff. Best bite has 
been on soft plastics and 
live shrimp. Report by 
Captain David Dillman, 
Galveston Bay Charter 
Fishing.

• East Galveston 
Bay

FAIR. 82 degrees. Drift 
fishing open bay reefs has 
been good for speckled 
trout on soft plastics and 
live shrimp under popping 
corks. Wading early morn-
ing and late evening is best 
for speckled trout and the 
occasional redfish. Report 
by Captain David Dill-
man, Galveston Bay Char-
ter. Surface water tem-
peratures are 80 degrees 
and the water clarity is de-
cent in most places for 
East Galveston Bay but as 
you progress further east 
the water clarity decreas-
es. The large amount of 
freshwater that entered 
the bay system due to all 
the rains up north of us 
did not seem to hamper 
the overall bite, so we were 
able to fish our regular 
spots in East Bay. Winds 
have been westerly over 
the past few days limiting 
the areas we have been 
able to target effectively. 
Good number of baitfish, 
and shrimp can be found 
so the predators have been 
close by. Grass lines up in 
the marsh and in and 
around drains have pro-
duced redfish, flounder, 
and black drum utilizing 
live shrimp, under a pop-
ping cork, as well as purple 
and chartreuse paddle 
tails and �¼ ounce jig-
heads. When the winds al-
low open water reefs pro-
duce some trout action 

and this bite should only 
improve as we progress 
into the summertime pat-
tern. Report by Captain 
Jeff Brandon, Get the Net 
Guide Services, LLC. Yates 
Bayou drain and Siever’s 
Cut still holding redfish 
against grass line on pop-
ping cork and shrimp. 
Hanna’s Reef is great early 
in the morning for redfish 
on same or twitching arti-
ficials. Look for moving 
bait and birds and slicks, 
small slicks could be just 
getting started. Deep Reef, 
Pepper Grove Cove to 
Moody’s Pass holding fish. 
Smith Point to Moody Na-
tional Wildlife. Look for 
schools of redfish under 
birds. Pearl, Chartreuse, 
big papa pure Pearl, and 
Strawberry are great col-
ors. Report provided by 
Captain Raymond Wheat-
ley, Tail Spotter Guide 
Service LLC

• Galveston Bay

FAIR. 80 degrees. Good 
catches of speckled trout 
coming from the shore-
lines around Eagle Point 
on live croakers or shrimp. 
Open bay rocks, reefs, 
good for black drum, a few 
redfish, and speckled trout 
on live shrimp. Report by 

Captain David Dillman, 
Galveston Bay Charter 
Fishing. The Surf is on fire 
from Pleasure Pier to Surf-
side, and Seawall is hot 
also using live shrimp un-
der a popping cork, croak-
er on an OCTO Circle 
with small chatterweight. 
The South Jetty gulf side 
on fire speckled trout, 
sheepshead, pompano and 
redfish close to rocks on 
popping cork with live 
bait, free-lined shrimp, or 
Carolina rigged float with 
shrimp, or chatterweight 
and croaker. Channel side 
holding trout close to 
rocks popping cork with 
live shrimp. 61st Pier has 
some bulls being caught 
on spoons as well as bait. 
A few jack crevalle mixed 
in. The causeway holding 
redfish under the Pelican 
Island bridge. Report pro-
vided by Captain Ray-
mond Wheatley, Tail 
Spotter Guide Service 
LLC

• West Galveston  
   Bay

GOOD. 83 degrees. 
Good catches of speckled 
trout coming from the 
causeway bridge, Camp-
bell’s Bayou and near Swan 
Lake. Live shrimp and 

croakers working best, but 
fish can be caught on soft 
plastics. Open reefs in 
west Galveston bay fair for 
speckled trout, redfish, 
and black drum. Those 
wading near the pass are 
rewarded with speckled 
trout and a few redfish. 
Report by Captain David 
Dillman, Galveston Bay 
Charter Fishing. Greens 
Lake holding redfish 
against grass lines and by 
sandy shores early. Look 
for fish on and around 
hard sand for a while lon-
ger down West Bay’s South 
Shore holding a lot of 
speckle trout, and an oc-
casional redfish for Wade 
Fisherman. The east side 
of Oyster Creek also hold-
ing some redfish for wade 
anglers. Mecom Reef will 
have fish on it early up by 
rocks with artificial or live 
bait free-line or under 
cork. Fish in protected wa-
ters with bait moving 
around as the winds pick 
up. Fish are under birds 
around confederate and 
Carancahua Reefs. Ease in 
on the birds for fish at 
least 75 yards. Get where 
the best drift will put you 
in that spot the soonest. 
Report provided by Cap-
tain Raymond Wheatley, 
Tail Spotter Guide Service 
LLC.

• Houston

GOOD. Water stained; 
78 degrees; 0.28 feet above 
pool. Catfish are good in 
15-20 feet of water on cut 
bait. Crappie are good on 
brush piles with minnows 
and jigs. Bass are good on 
topwaters early in the 
mornings, transitioning to 
deeper water with soft 
plastics as the day pro-
gresses. White bass are 
good under the lights at 
night, or trolling with 
slabs.

• Texas City

FAIR. 80 degrees. Good 
night time catches of 
speckled trout for those 
anglers setting up lights 
on the dike. Bull redfish 
and sharks are in the Gal-
veston jetties. Speckled 
trout being caught on light 
tackle and free lined live 
shrimp. Galveston surf is 
good for speckled trout, 

along with pompano. Re-
port by Captain David 
Dillman, Galveston Bay 

Charter Fishing. The Dike 
is holding bull redfish 
along the rocks. with live 
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Gulf Coast Fishing Reports
This week’s Texas Gulf Coast Fishing Reports was compiled by Texas Parks and Wildlife Department

Sabine Lake is good for trout and redfish making slow 
drifts over shell in 4-7 feet with popping cork.

RECORD PHOTO: Capt. Chuck Uzzle

The Lakes
• Toledo Bend Fishing Report

GOOD. Water stained; 76-83 degrees; 0.35 feet below 
pool. The water level is 171.62 with both generators run-
ning 24 hours daily. Water temperature at the dam is 78 
degrees. North of the three-mile Pendleton bridge, tem-
peratures have been running 76-83 degrees. Bass are 
good on zoom speed craws and creature baits rigged 
Texas style and a u-tail swimming worm in all white and 
white with a dipped chartreuse tail have been producing 
in shallow water. Some bigger bass have been caught on 
senkos and flukes in black/blue flake, watermelon red, 
watermelon red candy, black/red flake and motor oil col-
ors rigged wacky or Texas style. The spinnerbait bite for 
bass has been hot this week around buck brush and lay-
downs on the edges of grass up in the creeks. Popping 
and hollow body frog bite has been producing late in the 
evenings over vegetation. Flyrodders are catching quali-
ty bass over vegetation using 8 and 10 weight fly rods. 
Top flies this week have been a weighted spoon fly black 
with red glitter, a Stealth Goober, and shad imitation 
topwater popper fly. Crappie bite is heating up offshore 
with quality catches around the lake. Bluegill are start-
ing to show up in the shallow flats and around boathous-
es. Report from Master Captain Steve “Scooby” Stubbe, 
Mudfish Adventures LLC, Orvis Endorsed Fly Fishing 
Guide, and Mudfish Custom Rod Shop.

• Sam Rayburn Fishing Report

GOOD. Water stained; 77 degrees; 1.31 feet above 
pool. The water has been calm, and this still water is an 
indicator that summer is around the corner. Water is 
off-colored. Bass are good on topwater frogs and senkos 
shallow. Crappie are coming out of the spawn with lots 
of small fish on piles biting minnows. White bass are 
good using jigs and minnows. Fish are starting to run on 
points, with a few on piles. Catfish are near the piles, 
deeper points and creek channels. Report by Captain 
Lynn Atkinson, Reel Um N Guide Service.

Tommy
Gunn

H ATTORNEY AT LAW H

When you need
trusted, experienced 

legal solutions.

CONSULT NOW: (409) 882-9990

PROFESSIONAL LEGAL SERVICES
• DOMESTIC & FAMILY LAW
 Divorces, Adoptions
• PERSONAL INJURY
• ESTATES
 Wills, Powers of Attorney, 
 Probate of Wills
• REAL ESTATE
 Deeds, Contracts
• CORPORATIONS
• GENERAL CONSULTATIONS

202 S. BORDER ST. ORANGE, TEXAS

Tommy Gunn graduated West Orange High School as Valedictorian.
After graduating top of his class at Baylor Law School, Orange native 
Tommy Gunn begin practicing law in Orange County in 1976. As an at-
torney he has devoted his life to providing legal assistance to Orange 
County residents and businesses in virtually every aspect of general law.

Advocating for the good of the Orange County community, Tommy is a 
former President of the Bridge City Independent School District school 
board and a past President of the Bridge City-Orangefield  Rotary Club. 
He is also a former Director of the Orange Chamber of Commerce and 
serves as City Attorney for the City of Pinehurst since 1988.  At present, 
Tommy is a former director and Chairman of the Board of Orange
Savings Bank and First Financial Bank.
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West Orange-Cove Event Center hosts graduation

A magnificent new fa-
cility at the West Or-
ange-Stark High School is 
close to completion but 
was the site of an import-
ant activity on Friday, May 
26.  The West Or-
ange-Cove Event Center 
hosted its first event with 
the graduation ceremony 
for the senior class of 2023 
at West Orange-Stark.

The project to build the 
new West Orange-Cove 
Event Center has been 
about three years in the 
making.  Funding for the 
center is from the 2018 
school bond approved by 
voters at that time. 

The COVID pandemic 
caused supply shortages 
which resulted in exten-
sive delays during con-
struction of the building.  
Window curtains for the 
outside of the event center 
and the new press box at 
Dan R. Hooks Stadium 
were put on hold as back 
orders for months until 
workers were able to catch 
up on the demand when 
the pandemic was lifted.

G&G Enterprises Con-
struction Corporation 
based out of Orange has 
been the contractor on the 
project and is expected to 
complete the final phases 
by this summer.  The over-
all project is about 80 per-
cent completed with work 
to continue after the grad-
uation ceremony to finish 
the offices and other areas 
in the event center as well 
as the press box at the 
football stadium.

Superintendent Dr. 
Rickie Harris of the West 
Orange-Cove Consolidat-
ed Independent School 
District stated G&G En-
terprises has exceeded all 
his expectations for the 
new center.  “It is looking 
amazing!  It is what I envi-
sioned when we started 
the process talking to the 
board of school trustees 
about going out for the 
bond, when we presented 
it to the bond committee, 
and what we tried to tell 
the public when we went 
out for the bond.  Our goal 
was to give the taxpayers 
what we told them we 
would give them and then 
some.  I think we did that,” 
Harris replied.

The first event in the 
event center being the 
graduation ceremony was 
what drove the whole proj-
ect.  Dr. Harris explained, 
“As a district we had been 
struggling with having to 
go outside to do gradua-
tion.  When the weather is 
good it’s fine, but the last 
week of May and the first 
week of June I’m a meteo-
rologist having to watch 
the sky and we have been 
forced inside.  I’ve been 
here eight years and we’ve 
had to come inside many 
times to hold graduation 
because of the weather.”    

In addition to building 
the beautiful new facility 
G&G Enterprises made a 
generous donation of one 
million dollars to the West 

Orange-Cove CISD.  The 
school district’s board of 
trustees has in turn grant-
ed G&G Enterprises ex-
clusive naming rights to 
the newly constructed 
center for the next ten 
years.

Dr. Harris responded to 
the million dollar dona-
tion from G&G Enterpris-
es.  “We are thrilled to re-
ceive this substantial do-
nation from G&G Enter-
prises.  We are grateful for 
G&G’s commitment to in-
vesting in education and 
fostering community de-
velopment,” Harris indi-
cated.

Executives with G&G 
will announce the official 
name of the event center 
at a later date.  Chief Op-
erating Officer Colin Gar-
rett of G&G Enterprises is 
a 1994 alum of West Or-
ange-Stark High School.  
“We are honored to col-
laborate with West Or-
ange-Cove CISD on this 
significant initiative.  We 
believe in the power of ed-
ucation and its ability to 
transform lives.  By invest-
ing in the West Or-
ange-Cove Event Center, 
we hope to create a lasting 
impact that extends far 
beyond its walls,” Garrett 
said.

Natasha Garrett, CEO 
of G&G, added, “Colin and 
I are excited to be a part of 
the legacy of WOS, and we 
look forward to unveiling 
the official name and wit-
nessing the positive influ-
ence this center will have 
on the community.”

The West Orange-Cove 
Event Center will serve as 
a hub for various school 
and community activities.  
The center will provide a 
platform for diverse events 
such as sports competi-
tions, performances, com-
munity gatherings, and 
educational programs ac-
cording to the school dis-
trict.

The office of West Or-
ange-Cove Athletic Direc-
tor Hiawatha Hickman 
will be moved to the first 
floor of the event center.  
Likewise, Athletic Secre-
tary Thereze Sichko will 
have her office where tick-
ets will be sold for various 

sporting events especially 
West Orange-Stark Mus-
tang football games moved 
adjacent to Coach Hick-
man’s office in the center.

Across the corridor 
from those offices will be 
the Wall of Honor.  This 
will be a special display to 
recognize West Or-
ange-Stark graduates that 
have gone on to greater 
fame following their days 
as a Mustang.  

The new complex will 
house separate offices for 
both girls and boys bas-
ketball coaches and for the 
girls volleyball coach.  The 
Mustangs and the Lady 
Mustangs in basketball 
and volleyball will play 
their home games in the 
West Orange-Cove Event 
Center with spacious new 
locker rooms being com-
pleted in it for each of the 
teams.

As the name implies the 
West Orange-Cove Event 
Center will host a myriad 
of activities in its spacious 
venue.  “This is an ideal 
place for graduation, you 
don’t have to sit outside in 
ninety degree heat and 
sweat or worry about the 
weather.  You’re inside an 
air-conditioned building 
that has enough seats to 
handle events like gradua-
tion.  I could see us having 
college graduations in 
here, we’re hoping to have 
concerts, banquets.  We 
hope to have an event 
planner on staff to attract 
more events to this center 
and let people use it in the 
community,” Coach Hick-

man who helped with the 
development of the event 
center advised.

The arena itself has a 
capacity of 1,750 perma-
nent seats with areas cre-

ated for disabled specta-
tors to watch any event 
held and wheel chair 
ramps to make it more ac-
cessible.  The upper con-
course area can allow for 

an additional 300 tempo-
rary seats or folding chairs 
to be added which was 
done for the graduation 
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The West Orange-Cove Event Center is 80 percent complete 
and hosted the graduation ceremony for the 2023 senior 
class at West Orange-Stark High School on Friday, May 26.

RECORD PHOTO: Dan Perrine

The graduation ceremony held at the West Orange-Cove Event Center was packed with fam-
ily and friends of the 2023 senior graduates. Each of the four sides on the Jumbotron hanging 
from the ceiling are 22 feet by 16 feet and can show game action as well as in game statistics 
during a game.                  RECORD PHOTO: Dan Perrine
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ceremony.
An elevator has been in-

stalled in the back of the 
event center to assist get-
ting equipment or specta-
tors that need it upstairs.  
The elevator is connected 
to the new press box at Dan 
R. Hooks Stadium to make 
it easier to get up there for 
Mustang football games. 

Athletic events will be a 
major part of the new facil-
ity.  In addition to the home 
games for West Or-
ange-Stark teams there will 
probably be other teams 
wanting to use the event 
center.

Hickman predicted, “I’m 
sure we will host quite a few 
tournaments.  We’ll proba-
bly host quite a few playoff 
basketball games and vol-
leyball games.  One of my 
goals is to try to get the re-
gional basketball tourna-
ment either the boys or the 
girls to be played here.  This 
place could handle it suffi-
ciently with people coming 
in and traveling here to see 
this excellent facility and 
there’s not a bad seat in the 
house.”

The inside of the West 
Orange-Cove Event Center 
is painted in classic Mus-
tang blue like the school’s 
jerseys have been for de-
cades.  All the permanent 
seats are a matching blue as 
well.

Possibly the first thing 
spectators will notice when 

entering the arena is the big 
cube shaped four-sided 
scoreboard jumbotron 
hanging from the ceiling.  
“The screens are each 22 by 
16 feet and can be seen 
from everywhere in the 
building.  We wanted fans 
to be able to see the game 
and what’s going on at all 
times,” Hickman pointed 
out.

The big screens will allow 
personnel operating the 
jumbotron to add in game 
stats and live video feeds 
using the district’s new 
software.  There are also 
two auxiliary video boards 
at floor level one on each 
end of the arena.

A sound booth is located 
near the upper concourse to 
handle all the technology 
used in covering an event.  
Hickman praised, “The 
technology is unbelievable.  
When it comes to the sound 
we have four 20-inch sub-
woofers that we added, and 
with sixteen different 
speakers the sound is unbe-
lievable.”

LED lights have been in-
stalled in the building.  The 
lights like those in the foot-
ball stadium can strobe and 
change colors for different 
events.

For the spectators’ conve-
nience there are two large 
concession areas located on 
opposite ends of the upper 
concourse.  The locations 
of the concessions means a 

fan does not need to leave 
the arena to get a bite to eat 
or a refreshing drink and 
can still watch the action 
on the court itself or see it 
on the big jumbotron.  
There are multiple re-
strooms for female and 
male spectators.

The basketball hard 
court has not been installed 
yet but will be forth coming 
when the construction re-
boots in the coming weeks.  
When the court is finished 
carpet tiles can be laid over 
it like was done during the 
graduation ceremony for 
events that need a stage 
mounted and floor seating 
like a church service or a 
concert type event making 
the West Orange-Cove 
Event Center more than 
just a big fancy gym.

Superintendent Dr. Har-
ris believes the West Or-
ange-Cove Event Center 
will be a benefit to the 
school district and the 
greater Orange community.  
“I think it has met the needs 
and reached the idea we 
ventured for our communi-
ty.  Our goal was to have 
something our community 
would be proud of and for 
us to be able to go out for 
state events like the region-
al basketball tournament 
because we have the facility 
that can hold it.  I think it 
will bring notoriety to our 
community, great econom-
ic boom to our city if we 

can get all those people to 
our city to stay in our hotels 

and eat our food, and that’s 
why we built this facility 

like this,” Dr. Harris con-
cluded.

The highly anticipated re-
turn of the Bass Master Elite 
Series on the Sabine River 
kicks off on Thursday morn-
ing and you can bet just like 
in years past it will be a show 
like no other. Our little part 
of the world here in Orange 
Texas routinely breaks at-
tendance records for Bass-
master events and I would 
not be shocked if that hap-
pens again this weekend.

 The Elite Series anglers 
always manage to figure out 
a pattern anywhere they go, 
and Sabine is no exception. 
In fact, if you really want to 
see who the very best an-
glers are you can watch 
these guys when they fish 
river systems like Sabine in-
stead of impoundments 
such as Sam Rayburn or To-
ledo Bend because they have 
to figure out a whole host of 
variables such as tides and 
currents that are non-exis-
tent on those big lakes. You 
get an angler who can con-
sistently catch fish in tidal 
water, and you have an an-
gler who can win any event 
they fish.

  The Elites should be in 
good shape as the local con-

ditions con-
tinue to im-
prove every 
day, espe-
cially with 
the light 
winds that 
we have 
been bless-

ed with for 
the week. Look for many of 
the anglers to make big runs 
both up the river and to the 
east as they have in the past. 
Taylor’s bayou has been a 
hot spot during each event 
that’s been held here, and I 
would expect that trend to 
continue.

Some anglers will make 
big runs to other places as 
far away as Clear Lake and 
possibly farther to find their 
fish. One area the Elites 
won’t be running to is Loui-
siana and that’s because of 
the ridiculous laws they en-
force surrounding water-
ways and boater’s rights to 
them. Several BASS made 
the decision to rule out the 
Louisiana waters until some 
sort of resolution is reached. 
Several bills have been 
brought to Louisiana legisla-
tors concerning the subject 
and every one of them has 
been vetoed so don’t look for 
any changes in the near fu-
ture.

Having the Louisiana wa-
terways deemed off limits 
puts a damper on the tour-
nament due to the fact that 
some prime water and excel-
lent fishing is off limits. It 
would be fun to see what 
kind of stringer weights the 

Elites would post if they 
could get into some of that 
water. I guess we’ll never 
know until more rational 
laws get passed.

 In years past it’s taken 42-
44 pounds to win this tour-
nament and I would go as far 

to say it’ll take that again to 
win it this weekend. The key 
will obviously be consisten-
cy, solid weights for all 4 
days with no big drop offs. 
Each year we see a couple of 
anglers throw some big 
numbers up early in the 
tournament and then run 
out of fish only to fall off the 
leader board. 10-12 pounds a 
day will put you squarely in 
the middle of the chase for 
the first prize check of 
100,000 dollars.

The tournament will start 
off with 104 anglers on Day 
1 and 2 and then cut to 50 
for Day 3 while only the top 
10 fish on the final day. Like 
many other local anglers I 
am excited to see what these 
anglers can accomplish on 
our local waters and it’s al-
ways nice to see to see our 
part of the world portrayed 
in such a positive light.

If you ask the Elites they’ll 
tell you they like our area 
because of all the different 
options they have to fish, ev-
erything from classic tidal 
rivers, marshes, and deep 
water structure to shallow 
backwater ponds and canals 
make for some interesting 
choices and patterns. One 
thing is for sure and that is 
there will be a hand full of 
really good anglers who fig-

ure out a way to get it done.
  Over on the saltwater 

side of things the bite con-
tinues to pick up on both Sa-
bine and Calcasieu as a few 
birds have been working 
over schooling trout chasing 
brown shrimp. The bite at 
the jetty improves each day 
as the water clarity gets bet-
ter on each tide change and 
the amount of bait showing 
up continues to build. The 
quality of the average fish 
we’ve been catching certain-
ly is a welcome change from 
last year at this time and 
hopefully that trend contin-
ues.

With June here we can 
look for more consistent 
weather patterns and hope-
fully not have to fight any of 
the incessant winds we dealt 
with earlier in the year. The 
heat will be a limiting factor 
for many so go early or late if 
you can. If you decide to fish 
in the heat of the day please 
remember to bring plenty of 
water and sunscreen be-
cause you will certainly 
need it.

Also don’t forget to bring 
the kids out now that school 
is done for another year, 
share the sport with the next 
generation and enjoy the 
time with them every chance 
you get.

OUTDOORS
Capt. Chuck Uzzle
For The Record

Chuck Uzzle

BASSMaster Elites invade Sabine this weekend

New event center From Page 3B

Bassmaster Elites will converge on Sabine this weekend.  
            PHOTO: Capt. Chuck Uzzle
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JOHN GREEN
ORANGE COUNTY
MASTER GARDENERS

Gardeners, certainly 
many of you (me included) 
have devoted an enormous 
amount of time outdoors 
this spring preparing and 
planting flower beds, vege-
table gardens, and mani-
curing lawns. Crafting and 
detailing specific areas: 
flower beds, vegetable gar-
dens, porches, and patios 
exactly the way we want 
them to appear! The official 
start of summer is 21 June, 
which is about 3 weeks 
away, though to me sum-
mer ‘feels’ as though it’s ar-
rived! Let’s review watering 
techniques to maintain our 
landscapes, flower beds, 
and vegetable gardens. 

Plants need water to grow 
and hot weather or extreme 
temperatures can damage 
plants, therefore it’s essen-
tial to follow an effective 
watering schedule during 
the summer months. It is 
obvious that plants need 
water to survive, yet many 

gardeners don’t know the 
optimal time to water 
plants. Naturally, there are 
numerous opinions on 
when and how to water the 
plants since we all want to 
keep our lawns and gardens 
growing and looking their 
best. It is important to note 
water conservation is es-
sential for each of us and 
that water is Texas’ most 
precious and valuable natu-
ral resource that should 
never be wasted! There is 
no use in applying water 
faster than the soil can ab-
sorb it when watering a 
lawn. Most soil types in 
SETX tend to be clay and 
clay soils take water in 
slowly, often taking days af-
ter a heavy rain event. 
Please note that a drip hose 
or a drip irrigation system 
is the most effective and ef-
ficient use of water for flow-
er beds and vegetable gar-
dens.

Utilize mulch through-
out garden areas. Mulch, 
mulch, mulch whenever 
possible! The use of mulch 
has numerous benefits for 

trees, shrubs, flower beds 
and vegetable gardens, 
since mulch conserves soil 
moisture, and lowers soil 
temperature during the 
summer (has the opposite 
effect in winter). Use a 2-to-
4-inch layer of organic 
mulch (leaves, pine bark, or 
grass clippings).  

There are experts who 
state night-time watering is 
detrimental to your land-
scape plants and lawns, 

stating plant diseases will 
develop, and this certainly 
is possible. But I find that 
there are times when it is 
acceptable and necessary to 
water the lawn and plants at 
night! An example is when 
daytime temperatures are 
extreme, 95F or higher, this 
gardener provides night 
watering to allow the land-
scape to absorb water over a 
longer time interval, 
through repeated watering 

to allow for deep watering. 
Further, I have been known 
to water during the ‘heat of 
the day’ to keep my garden 
plants and lawn thriving, 
though it must be noted the 
evaporative loss is greater 
(this option is seldom used). 
The evaporation of water 
cools plants quickly, which 
is often beneficial to the 
plant!

So, let’s discuss an effec-
tive summer watering 
schedule. Many experts 
consider the most appropri-
ate time for watering plants 
to be early morning or late 
evening since the sun is at 
its lowest allowing time for 
the soil to absorb.. 

• Early Morning
Watering:
Boosts plants natural 

growth cycle. 
Plants are ready to absorb 

water to help them through 
the days’ heat.

Water absorbs into the 
garden area, reaching the 
plants root system with lit-
tle evaporative loss. 

Prevents fungal disease 

by providing time to ‘dry’ 
before night fall,

• Evening Watering:
Plants absorb water be-

fore nightfall and will not 
hamper their growth.

Allows plants several 
hours to uptake water and 
evaporation is reduced. 

Time is needed to allow 
plant leaves to dry before 
night fall to minimize fun-
gal disease. 

Utilizing a drip hose or 
drip irrigation system a gar-
dener can water during 
night fall since leaves re-
main dry.

In conclusion, each of us 
must do our part by not wa-
tering our lawns and plants 
excessively. Water plants 
with care to save time and 
money, while making the 
most of every drop. So long 
for now fellow gardeners, 
let’s go out and grow our-
selves a greener, more sus-
tainable world, one plant at 
a time! If you have garden-
ing questions, email me: 
jongreene57@gmail.com or 
phone the Orange County 
Master Gardeners Helpline: 
(409) 882-7010.

at the first hole he played, 
missing his eagle putt, and 
then dropping a short putt 
for a birdie to move into a 
tie for the lead.

Orangefield golf coach 
Todd Trawhon described 
Xander driving the green at 
the first hole as a special 
moment.  Trawhon retold 
the conversation he had 
with Parks after the open-
ing birdie.  “It wasn’t like it 
was straight down the mid-
dle.  It was a dogleg left over 
water.  I asked him were you 
planning on doing that or 
did you lose it a little bit 
left.  He said no I aimed 
right at the green, I had the 
wind at my back I knew I 
could get it over, and it 
landed on the green.”

Maybe feeling the emo-
tion of his great shot at the 
first hole Parks almost 
shanked a shot at the sec-

ond hole.  He made a great 
up and down to save par.

At the third hole proba-
bly the hardest hole on the 
course Xander’s tee shot 
caught the top of a tree 
which knocked his ball back 
into the fairway about 220 
yards from the green.  Parks 
hit a 4-Iron way to the right 
of the green with his second 
shot.

A pitch got Xander on the 
green but twelve feet from 
the hole with about a three-
foot left to right break for 
his putt to save par.  “I make 
it!  I’m like that’s momen-
tum right there,” Parks ex-
claimed.

Xander’s closest competi-
tor had not made any mis-
takes to that point and the 
two golfers both birdied the 
par five fourth to remain 
tied.  That changed at the 
par three fifth.

Off the tee Parks was in 
the middle of the green 
some thirty feet from the 
cup for his putt while the 
player he was tied with had 
about a dozen feet for his 
birdie.  Xander said, “Right 
when I hit it I knew I was 
going to make it, it was dead 
center.  That kid missed his.  
We walked off the green, 
and he said oh no to me.  
I’m going to get beat today 
because you can play.”

Taking advantage of mis-
takes by the other players is 
so important in golf.  Parks 
made two bogeys in a row 
on the second nine holes 
during his round but nei-
ther of the players matched 
with him took advantage of 
those miscues to pickup 
any strokes on him because 
they both came away with 
bogeys on the same pair of 
holes.

A four stroke lead with 
three holes to go means 
play it safe, and that is what 
Parks did.  At the last hole 
which featured big pecan 
trees and a water hazard to 
avoid off the tee he hit his 
driver for a beautiful shot 
leaving him only 120 yards 
from the green.  Xander 
told Coach Trawhon after 
his tee shot he was glad that 
shot was over with because 
it’s a scary one.

A gap wedge for his third 
shot put Parks on the green 
in regulation.  Two putts 
gave Xander his par to com-
plete his round for the day.  

Parks played his first nine 
holes on day two at two un-
der par and closed with the 
two bogeys on the second 
nine to finish at even par 72 
for the day and 142 for the 
tournament.  Xander fin-
ished the tournament at 
least three strokes better 
than either of the two golf-
ers he played with that day 
but would not know if the 

victory was his until all the 
scores could be checked in 
the clubhouse.

Trawhon indicated he 
and Parks were a little ner-
vous down to the final hole.  
“Xander handled it well, 
took one hole at a time, and 
just played solid golf all the 
way through,” Trawhon 
evaluated.

Obviously, when Parks 
discovered he was the win-
ner the emotions hit him.  
Xander admitted, “It was 
almost like crying, it would 
have been a happy cry but I 
didn’t cry tough.”

The smile on Xander’s 
face wearing his gold medal 
reflected his excitement 
with winning it.  “It was 
mostly just relief after win-
ning.  This whole entire 
year had been terrible.  I 
went into the tournament 
thinking I have to win it 
like I should be the one to 
win, but after executing it, 
it does feel good,” Parks 
concluded.

Coach Trawhon was ex-
cited for Xander and his 
teammates for their play 
during the year and in the 
state tournament.  Trawhon 
replied, “The end of the 
first day we were in the 
third spot with a 316 our 
second best score of the 
year.  We were hoping to 
hold on and we finished 
fourth out of the twelve 
teams by five strokes.  I am 
super proud of the guys how 
they played well.”

Later this year Xander 
Parks will be attending 
Jacksonville College which 
has upgraded their golf pro-
gram in the last year, but he 
may transfer in two years to 
wherever his brother Lin-
coln decides to attend col-
lege.  Xander who is an Ac-
ademic All-American will 
study engineering in col-
lege but added he might 
consider becoming a pro-
fessional golf instructor or 
swing coach.

Orangefield state champ From Page 1

Understanding correct watering techniques conserves wa-
ter and provides plants with beneficial water
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