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LSCO

increases
education,
career
options

MARGARET TOAL
For The Record

If you've got it, flaunt it.

And Dr. Tom Johnson,
president of Lamar State
College, loves to flaunt the
campus and programs the
school offers.

“The thing that I'm most
excited about is our grad-
uation rate,” he said.

That rate includes stu-
dents earning a certifi-
cate, rather than a two-
year degree. “Come in and
get a low-cost certificate,
then get a job, and then
come and get an associ-
ate’s degree,” he said.

Besides the percentage
of students graduating
through programs, he also
brags about students who

are the first in their fami-
lies to attend college.
“Well over 70 to 75 per-
cent of graduates have
been the first generation
to go to higher education,”
he said.

Dr. Johnson and Dr.
Wendy Elmore, executive
vice president of the col-
lege, spoke about the pro-
grams and progress of the
campus from his
third-story office above
the Ron E. Lewis Library.

The south windows
overlook Front Street and
the Sabine River, while
outside the west windows,
a tall crane sticks out of
the landscape as it works
on the campus’s new $38.1
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Citys, schools
prepare for
May 5 elections

MARGARET TOAL
For The Record

The West Orange-Cove
school district will have a
$72 million bond issue on
the May 4 election for city
councils, school boards,
and special districts.

However, the only con-
tested races will be for
Bridge City mayor and for
directors of the Orange
County Drainage District.

The cities of Orange,
West Orange, Pinehurst,
and Vidor are able to can-
cel council elections be-
cause of no contested rac-
es. In addition, the Bridge
City and WO-C school
boards, along with the
port district, have no con-
tested races. The LC-M

district offices are closed
for winter break and no
one was available to an-
swer whether that district
has a contested race. Or-
angefield’s school board
election is in November.

The May elections are
not to be confused with
the March 4 party prima-
ry races for county, state,
and federal government
positions. Early voting
started this week for those
races.

In Bridge City, Mayor
David Rutledge is facing
challenger Carl Harbert, a
former council member.
The three open positions
on the Bridge City City
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Dr. Wendy Elmore and Dr. Tom Johnson, vice president and president of LSCO, on the third floor of the Ron E. Lewis Library.
In the background is a construction crane at the steel skeleton of the new $38.1 million Academic Building.
RECORD PHOTO: Margaret Toal

Beaumont film-music
fest has lots of Orange

MARGARET TOAL
For The Record

The Boomtown Film
and Music Festival Friday
and Saturday, February
23-24, in Beaumont may
be on the west banks of
the Neches River, but it
has a strong showing from
Orange County.

The festival’s director
Penny LeLeux, a local film
maker, is from Orange-
field. Special guest Do-
lores Cantu is a West Or-
ange High graduate and
will talk about her 50-year
career in Hollywood as an
actress and agent. She will
also appear at a showing
of “Saturday Night Fever”
to talk about her role in
the film. That break-out
production for John Tra-
volta helped Cantu gain
the reputation as the only
woman to beat up the star
in a movie. She will speak
at a forum on Saturday.

John Frederick of Mau-
riceville is in one of the
featured films showing
this year, plus a short
movie by a Lamar Univer-

John Frederick Jr. played the pastor in the local feature film
“The First Step” produced by Studio 220 Films. Frederick
played an integral part in getting the film produced includd
ing bringing on Orange cinematographer Travis Myers. Photo

still from film.

sity student was shot in
Vidor. Actors like Freder-
ick, who is retired from
the U.S. Navy, and has ap-
peared in a Tom Hanks
movie, are getting more
roles in independent pro-
ductions.

Orange County is pro-
ducing several filmmak-
ers, but does not have a
certification from the
Texas Film Commission
to make it film-friendly

and attract more movie
making. Port Arthur,
Beaumont, and Jasper are
now on the statewide film
commission list to pro-
mote movie-making.

This week, “The Exam-
ple” a 24-minute 2016
film set during the 1943
Beaumont race riot, will
be show at Rice Universi-
ty. Part of the movie was
shot in the Old Orange
Historic District and one

of the co-stars is from Or-
ange. The film continues
to have showings across
the country.

The Boomtown Festival
is drawing people in the
independent film  and
music  businesses  to
Southeast Texas to display
their talents and give ad-
vice.

The short film “11:34”
was written, directed, and
edited by Lamar Universi-
ty student Ashley
Ramirez. It was shot this
summer in the home of Ja-
son and Carrie LeLeux,
and in a classroom at La-
mar University.

It’s a thriller about a
young teenager who once
again is plagued with a re-
occurring nightmare.
Sometimes, it’s more than
just a bad dream. Penny
LeLeux was the producer,
and Trini Gonzalez, an
L-CM graduate, is one of
the main characters in the
film. Ava Bergeron, the
niece of Adam Conrad,
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Justice served for OPD Officer Gray death

DEBBY SCHAMBER
For The Record

After nearly 50 years, justice was fi-
nally served for the family of Orange
Police Officer Danny Gray who was
killed in the line of duty.

Billy Wayne Dowden died in prison
on February 1. He has remained in pris-
on after pleading guilty of capital mur-
der charges for the June 28th, 1974
death of Captain Danny Gray, 31, of the
Orange Police Department.

“No more parole parole board hear-
ings and my mother and sister no longer
have to relive the trauma brought by
this man,” said Stephen Gray, Danny

shift. It was well known
among his peers he want-
ed to catch a suspect
during a robbery. That
day would arrive. But, it
would also be his last day
before being fatally shot.
The unraveling of the
events began around 1
am. when he was dis-

patched to the Sak-N-Pak |=
drive-in grocery at 10th |

Street and Green Avenue.
Charles Dowden was
walking out of the store
still wearing his mask and
trying to stuff the gun

Orange Police Officer

efforts were futile, and
surrendered. He was ar-
rested and taken to the
Orange jail.

Billy Wayne
Dowden, who had been at
the store with his brother,
decided to break him out
of jail. He drove to his
brother’s house where he
picked up his sister-in-
law, Darlene, and told her
of his plan. Dowden and
Darlene then drove to
Clifford Blansett’s house
where they picked up a
loaded rifle and pistol.

ments from the Texas State of Appeals.

Danny Gray, dispatcher Ronnie Den-
ton and Officer Bryan Windham were
doing paperwork when Billy Wayne
Dowden boldly entered the police sta-
tion and directly went to the dispatch-
er’s office which is located a short dis-
tance inside the door.

Dowden slammed open the door to
the dispatcher’s office and pointed an
automatic pistol at the officers. He de-
clared he had come to get Charles.

Gray, who was standing near the dis-
patcher’s window, hit Dowden in the
face, which knocked him into the hall-
way. By this time, Blansett had en-
tered the building and struck Gray over

Gray’s son.

Captain Danny Gray, was a 10 year
veteran of OPD and worked the night

into his back pocket when he saw offi-

cers outside. He tried to reach back for
the pistol. But, he quickly realized the

From there the trio drove to the police

station/jail arriving around 4 a.m., ac-

cording to the information from docu-

the head with a shot gun causing the
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Justice served

gun to break. Dowden at-
tempted to use Gray as a
shield to once again enter
the small dispatch room,
according to Denton.

“I pulled the pistol out
after 1 said that. I was
standing in the doorway.
One of the officers grabbed
me. I tried to hit him, but he
was holding my arms. I just
started shooting then. I
shot through the little win-
dow. I dont know how
many times I shot, it must
have been 6 or 7 times. I
just kept pulling the trig-
ger,” Billy Wayne Dowden
would later say, according
to documents.

The officers were stunned
at the offset, but quickly re-
gained composure. It was
Danny Gray who had
lunged at Dowden while
grabbing the gun while
placing his other arm
around Dowden to force
him into the hallway. The
door, which operated on a
spring closing device closed
automatically behind them,
according to documents.

An exchange of gunfire
followed. Windham and
Denton, not knowing
whether the assailants had
left or whether they had
taken a breather, radioed
for help. It was not until
Windham crawled back to
join Denton in the back
area of the dispatch room
that he knew the man lying
in the doorway was Captain
Gray, and the suspects, out
of bullets, fled into the
darkness.

Gray was rushed to Or-
ange Memorial Hospital
where he was pronounced
dead.

Dowden initially sought
help from a friend to help
with his bleeding ear, but
the friend panicked and
called police. Dowden left
to find solace elsewhere.

The break would be short
lived as officers moved
swiftly. By afternoon offi-
cers throughout the area
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The jail cells on the top floor of the jail at one time housed
inmates. They are now used for storage.
RECORD PHOTO: Debby Schamber

and Louisiana converged on
a small frame house located
in northern Orange Coun-
ty. Nearly 70 officers sur-
rounded the house with a
helicopter flying overhead
with horses and blood-
hounds nearby.

Chief Deputy Charles
Morvent, Jr. telephoned the
house and informed, Billy
Wayne Dowden, he had a
warrant for his arrest, and
there was a “small army”
surrounding the house.

Dowden surrendered
while Blansett was found
hiding in a houseboat in
West Orange and taken
into custody too.

Judge James D. Stringer,
the justice of the peace for
Precinct 1, set the bond at
$500,000. Sharon Bearden,
the district attorney, was
responsible for the case
against the men.

Billy Wayne Dowden and
Clifford Blansett were in-
dicted on capital murder
charges.

The

prosecution  was
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steadfast in their dedica-
tion to the task at hand of a
successful prosecution of
the suspects. Bearden uti-
lized a recently passed stat-
ue. This was the first time
the statue was used in the
State of Texas.

“We just had to do what
we could within the law,”
Bearden said.

Charles Dowden, who
was upstairs in the jail
during the breakout at-
tempt, received a life sen-
tence on charges of murder
and aggravated robbery.
The jury wanted to give
him the death penalty but it
was abolished in 1973.

Prior to the death of Dan-
ny Gray, Charles Dowden
was convicted of murder
and received 25 years in
prison. He shot and killed a
man in a bar, according to
Stephen Gray.

“This man’s rap sheet is
beyond  comprehension,”
Stephen Gray said. “He is
extremely violent and has
committed  the  worst

crimes imaginable.”

Nevertheless, he was re-
leased from prison in 2015
and lives in Orange. He is
currently on state parole.

The Gray family feels
their rights as victims were
not considered or met un-
der the law. They did not
know he was being consid-
ered for release. They were
notified after the parole
board had already decided
on his release.

Blansett also went to trial
which lasted about three
weeks. He refused to plead
guilty to murder, but plead-
ed guilty to other charges,
such as felon in possession
of a firearm. However, when
the guilty verdict was re-
turned he received a life
sentence. He later died in
prison.

Following a change of
venue to Harris County,
Billy Wayne Dowden plead-
ed guilty to the indictment
and waived trial by jury
pursuant to a plea bargain

agreement. He was sen-
tenced to life in prison, ac-
cording to documents.
Stephen Gray never met
Charles Dowden but did
meet his brother, Billy
Wayne Dowden, and Clif-
ford Blansett years later
while they were behind
bars. Both of them contin-
ued to blame others for
their actions and never took
responsibility even after 25
years of imprisonment, ac-
cording to Stephen Gray.
Following the death of
Danny Gray, his family was
left to pick up the pieces.
After nine years of mar-
riage, Gail, had two chil-
dren, Stephen, 4 years old
and 7-year-old Stephanie.
One thing Billy Wayne
and Charles Dowden and
Blansett will never be able
to take away is the love the
Gray family shared. Their
treasured memories will al-
ways belong to them.
Stephen Gray remembers
a game he and his father

played called “hut hut.” It
was in the hallway while the
Dallas  Cowboys game
played in the background.

“I would try to run past
him and he would attempt
to tackle me,” Stephen Gray
said.

The joyous laughter that
once filled the hallway is
gone as the family moved to
other cities to make new
memories. But, they contin-
ued to honor and cherish
the man they knew and
loved throughout their lives
and share to future genera-
tions.

On the day he died, Dan-
ny Gray received a letter he
had been waiting for. It was
an acceptance letter to go to
Quantico, Va. for the FBI
academy. Danny Gray was
a police officer by night, but
by day attended Lamar Uni-
versity for a degree in Crim-
inal Justice. Gray had plans
for his life ahead such as be-
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million Academic Build-
ing. The steel skeleton of
the building under con-
struction is also in view.
Catacorner on Green Ave-
nue is the old First Baptist
Church, which is getting a
$6 million addition plus
interior design to turn it
into an all-purpose wel-
come and counseling cen-
ter so prospective students
can learn about the pro-
grams and enrollment.

Not visible from the
president’s office, though,
is a flat concrete lot to the
east. It’s the site where stu-
dents can get a commer-
cial driver’s license and
learn to drive a school bus
or 18-wheel truck rig.

“The city of Orange told
us they need dump truck
drivers; so we've added a
dump truck,” Dr. Johnson
said.

After all, he also likes to
flaunt that he’s helping lo-
cal entities, businesses and
industries train people for
jobs. The school bus driv-
ing program was added af-
ter he heard local superin-
tendents talk about a lack
of drivers for student bus
routes.

Dr. Johnson is also quick
to praise local District 21
Representative Dade Phel-
an and the state legisla-
ture, which has approved
the expenditures for new
buildings and programs.

The legislature in the past
five years has also lowered
tuition rates to draw more
students. In addition, local
industries, including the
new Chevron Phillips
Golden Triangle Polymers
plant, have helped pur-
chase equipment needed
to train process operators.
Electromagnetic technol-
ogy used in the petroleum
and chemical processing is
also available.

More contributions
come from the Stark Foun-
dation, which rescued the
century-old brick Baptist
Church from flood mold
after the congregation
abandoned it. The founda-
tion donated the building

and annually gives schol-
arship money to LSCO,
Dr. Johnson said.

“Orange County is a
great place to be right
now,” he said.

Dr. Elmore said the
campus is adding more
training for jobs like con-
struction managers, elec-
tricians, and plumbers.
And then after getting
certificates and jobs, the
credits fall under a busi-
ness associate’s degree.
They can come back to
classes and learn how to
run their own electrical or
plumbing companies.

LSCO is working with
Lamar State College Port
Arthur and has a $2 mil-
lion grant to develop a mo-
bile maritime training
unit to provide workers for

May elecltions From Page 1

Council drew no opposi-
tion. Gina Mannino is
running alone for Place 2
after Mike Reed did not
run. Incumbents Patty
Collins in Place 4 and
Sherby Dixon in Place 6
filed with no opposition.

For the Orange County
Drainage District, incum-
bent James Scales for Pre-
cinct 2 is facing Richard
Capaldi, and Precinct 3 in-
cumbent Larry Ancelot is
being challenged by Seth
Mize.

The WO-C school
board called for the bond
election  earlier  this
month. The main project
of the proposal is to con-
struct a new North Early
Learning Center, a school

on Cordrey Avenue that is
60 years old. In addition,
the district wants to im-
prove security, buy new
school buses, and do other
improvements on cam-
puses.

According to informa-
tion from the school dis-
trict, no increase in prop-
erty taxes will be needed
because of the district’s
current tax base and valu-
ations. However, state
election regulations re-
quire the district to adver-
tise a property tax in-
crease. State law also re-
quires that homeowners
age 65 and older not have
property tax increases for
school bonds.

The district’s two trust-

ee positions, though, will
not be on the ballot be-
cause incumbents Roder-
ick Robertson and LaTri-
cia Stroud are running un-
opposed.

The Orange County
Navigation and Port Dis-
trict has incumbents Wal-
ter Mullins III in Precinct
2 and John Montagne in
Precinct 3 drawing no op-
position.

The city of Orange will
have a new Single-Mem-
ber District 1 councilor
with Matt Chandler. He
drew no opposition as the
incumbent, David Bailey
is currently running for
Orange County Precinct 2
Constable and did not file
to run for reelection. Also,

Mayor Larry Spears Jr. did
not draw an opponent.

At West Orange, in-
cumbent city council
members Mike Shugart
Sr., Lanie Brown, and Jay
Odom are unopposed.
Pinehurst has Mayor Sar-
ah McClendon, along with
incumbents Cynthia Ad-
ams, Greg Willis, and
Joey Vance running unop-
posed.

The Vidor City Council
has incumbents Nicole
McGowan in Ward 2 and
Michael Thomas in Ward
3 are unopposed, along
with newcomer Mikayla
Bourgque for Ward 5 after
the incumbent for that
spot, Gary Herrera, did
not run.

The Bridge City ISD
board has incumbnets
Paul Zoch and Judy Cole
running unopposed.

Boomtown festival

who is a former drama
teacher and works at the
Lutcher Theater, plays the
main character’s little sis-
ter.

Trini Gonzalez will be
in a couple of other films
screening at the festival.
He’s in the background of
“5:01,” the brainchild of
Seth Sonnier of Vidor. The
film was shot in Fred and
Beaumont. Jade Hollier of
Orange, a long time mem-
ber of Orange Community
Players, has a part in the
opening scenes of the film.
Other Orange County
people on the crew include
Penny LeLeux, Dakota
Parker and Orange cine-
matographer Travis My-
ers.

Myers was also the di-

rector of photography on
“Hoot,” which was shot in
Vidor and stars Little Cy-
press native, Reese Raven-
craft. “Hoot” was Raven-
craft’s debut film in 2019.
It has been “in the can”
and is now being shown.

In addition, Ravencraft
is in “Bad Guacamole”
which was shot around
Houston. It will screen
Saturday in the Texas
Proud Block.

Friday at the Texas En-
ergy Museum, “The First
Step” will screen. John
Frederick of Mauriceville
plays the pastor in the
movie with a theme of re-
ligious faith. The film was
shot in Jefferson County.

Not only is Frederick an
actor, he is also a producer

‘The Record’ Newspapers

MO InOnoom g

[=]:F

Round The Clock

The Record
Newspapers

of Orange County, Texas

The Record Newspapers- The County Record
and the Penny Record- are published on Wednes-
day of each week and distributed free throughout
greater Orange County, Texas. The publications
feature community news, local sports, commen-
tary and much more. Readers may also read each
issue of our papers from our web site

TheRecordLive.Com.

From Page 1

on the film and worked to
get the film made, includ-
ing bringing on Myers as
the director of photogra-
phy. Studio 220 Film is
currently in the fundrais-
ing phase of their next
project, “Chasing Faith”
which will star Raven-
craft. Frederick will also
be part of that production
in both cast and crew.
Music acts are Josh Pal-

ermo, Ariel Bush, Sick
Ride and Running on
Credit, Friday night at the
Logon Cafe and Pub. The
Golden Triangle Big Band
will close out the festival
with a concert at the Jef-
ferson Saturday night.
Tickets for the complete
festival or individual
events are available online
through boomtownfesti-
val.com. Individual tickets
to see “Saturday Night Fe-
ver” are available at the
Jefferson Theatre website.

the shipping industry. Dr.
Elmore said the mobile
unit, along with a mobile
processing unit, are nice
to drive to local high
schools and show students
what kind of jobs and
training are avallable here.

Those mobile units will
also help spread the learn-
ing and programs to peo-
ple in Newton and Jasper
counties. Dr. Johnson said
LSCO hasreceived a T.L.L.
Temple Foundation grant
for education in rural ar-
eas.

Dr. Elmore said soon,
the Deweyville ISD in
Newton County and adja-
cent to Orange County,
will be getting an early
college program for high
school students. The pro-
gram will be introduced to
eighth graders so they can
decide what to study if
they choose to enter the
program. Then their
freshman vyear of high

school, they will begin
taking college classes
along with their high

school classes. By the time
they graduate from high
school, they could earn
two years of college cred-
its.

Dr. Johnson said West

Orange-Stark High has
the dual-credit studies and
he praised WO-C Super-
intendent Dr. Rickie Har-
ris for assisting getting the
program started.

The new hospital at the
Gisela Houseman Medical
Center is also going to
help LSCO students. For
decades now, LSCO has
gained a reputation for of-
fering nursing and other
medical fields training.
Dr. Johnson said the new
hospital provides more
jobs for graduates and
closer place to do super-
vised training.

Health care training at
LSCO includes dental as-
sisting, dental front office,
emergency medical ser-
vices on three levels, mas-
sage therapy, message
therapy business manage-
ment, medical assisting,
pharmacy technology,
pharmacy tech business
management, phlebotomy,
and pre-professional
health science training for
vocational nursing and
registered nursing transi-
tion.

Other course work in-
cludes the basic arts and
humanities, business stud-
ies for real estate.
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From the Creaurs Nest

WORLD BELIEVES NAVALNY
WAS MURDERED

Aleksei A. Navalny, an anticorruption activist who for
more than a decade led the political opposition in Presi-
dent Vladimir V. Putin’s Russia while enduring ar-
rests, assaults and a near-fatal poisoning, died on Friday
in a Russian prison. He was 47. According to Russian ac-
counts, Alexei Navalny took a short walk at his Siberi-
an penal colony, said he felt unwell, then collapsed and
never regained consciousness. On Saturday, Navalny’s
family confirmed that the political activist died on Fri-
day, February 16. His condition had deteriorated dur-
ing his three years in prison, where he complained of
being denied medical treatment and spent almost 300
days in solitary confinement. Prior to his arrest in
January 2021, he had already endured months of recov-
ery from a nerve agent attack. Despite this, he ap-
peared relatively upbeat and healthy in a court video
just a day before his death. Even from prison, Navalny
remained an unflinching critic of Putin, a former KGB
officer whom he accused of corruption. He accused Pu-
tin of trying to turn Russia into a “feudal state.” The
international community’s perspective does not align
with Russia’s account of what transpired at IK-3, one
of Russia’s northernmost and toughest prisons.
French Foreign Minister Stéphane Séjourné asserted
that Navalny “paid with his life” for his “resistance to
Russian oppression,” emphasizing the grim reality
of Vladimir Putin’s regime. Navalny’s mother, Lyud-
mila, stated that her son was “alive, healthy, and hap-
py” when she last saw him on February 12. His
wife, Yulia, expressed skepticism, saying, “We- can’t
really believe- Putin. and. his government._ Russian
reports indicate that medics spent 30 minutes attempt-
ing to resuscitate Navalny. His spokesperson con-
firmed that his body is with official investigators, but
his family has demanded its release to them.

TURNING BACK THE HANDS OF TIME
10 Years Ago-2014

Judge Carl Thibodaux, after 20 years, is not a
candidate- for re--election.. He- came- in. to the- office
of county judge- after serving a. successful appren.-
ticeship as mayor of West Orange- He- had the ba.-
sics to take- over from. Judge- John. McDonald,, who
offered. his help and. advice- for a. smooth. transition..
Thibodeaux soon learned that serving as county
judge- is not a. one- day a week meeting. Being county
judge- is a very complex and. time- consuming 8 a..m..
to 5 p.m. job. Daily, among the- jobs as leader and. ad.-
ministrator of the county is coordinating with. de-
partment heads, obtaining federal grants, dealing
with, the Texas Dept. of Transportation, which.
isn't always a picnic, dealing with. other elected offi-
cials and. over 400 employees. Most important is to
lead. the- county in times of disaster. No one- could
have- done- a. better job during the hurricanes and
he- deserves much. credit for our fast recovery after
the- storms. Obtaining lodging for our citizens, clean.
up and rebuilding. He- will be- big shoes to fill. Judge-
Thibodeaux, in his 20 years, has brought the- county
out of the dark ages.*****County Commissioner
Owen. Burton is retiring. That’s a. big loss not only
on. Commissioners Court;, but also to the- people- of
Precinct 2. Commissioner Burton, a. successful
business man,, has always governed. in. a. quite;, strong
business manner. A conservative- with. strong ethics,
he- is not a. grandstander who feels the need. to be-a
newsmaker. He’s efficient, and. makes every vote- af-
ter due- study. He- is a strong advocate- for the- citi-
zens and. needs of his precinct. Owen Burton has
walked. softly but he’s a. strong advocate- of good.
government for the county*****Our friend Tommy
Harmon,, financial director for the Port of Orange
will retire- Feb. 20. A gathering will be- held. at the
Port. Tommy is a great guy.***** Feb. 23. Also, on
this day, in. 1996, teacher, mother, wife- and. friend. to
many Annie- Lee- Knight died after a. long battle-
with. cancer. We- will never forget her.***** On. Feb.
24, pretty Regina. Harrington,, widow of our long-
time- friend. Doug Harrington,, celebrates her first
birthday without Doug.*** The- LBJ Library will
host a. summit April 8-10 in. Austin, marking the
50th. anniversary of the signing of the- Civil Rights
Act. Former presidents Jimmy Carter and. Bill
Clinton. will speak and. George- W. Bush. is expect-
ed to give the- keynote- address. President Obama.
may also attend.. Other Johnson initiatives include-
Medicare, the- Clean. Air Act, seat belt require-
ments, health. warnings on. cigarettes and banned
discrimination. against racial and. ethnic minorities
and. women..***** It’s with. sadness that we- learned.
late- Tuesday that Larry Plant had passed. away. Lar-
ry has been. married to Flaudry, one- of the- Bonin
twins, for many years. Flaudry is in. a nursing home
and Larry had been caring for her. Watch. our web-
site, therecordlive.com. for funeral arrangements.
5 n, 1885, 129 years ago, Mark Twain’s “Adven.-
tures of Huckleberry Finn.” was published. for the-
first time- That story has stood. the- test of times. To-
day, his story sounds fictional but it depicts much. of
the- times as they were- then. when. few people- were-
educated..

20 Years Ago-2004

Terry “Stud. Duck” Fuselier, 53, lost his life- in. an.
18 wheeler truck accident Feb. 11, in. Columbia,, SC.
He-leaves behind. his wife- Yvonne, son. Jesse, daugh.-
ter Tammy, brothers Elvin,, Tony and. Richard,, all
of Bridge- City and. sisters Elaine- Marceaux of Little-
Cypress.*****A special 80th. birthday celebration. for
Gordon Baxter, born on. Christmas Day, is set for
Saturday Feb. 28, at the Holiday Inn. Atrium. Plaza
in. Beaumont. The- party starts at 11 a.m..(Editor’s
note: I recall that party quite well, an. overflow
crowd. attended.. Mike- Trahan and. Skipper will
also remember that day. AL Caldwell emceed. the-
occasion.. Speakers were- astronaut Greg Harbaugh.,
secretary of state- Jacik Rains, mayor Evelyn Lord.
and many others. Bax died a short time
later.)*****Preston. Conway will. celebrate- his 18th.
birthday on Feb. 29. He- has a birthday every four
Running for U.S. president is Lyndon. LaRouche,
John. Edwards, John Kerry, Howard. Dean,, Joe- Li-
eberman,, Randy Crow, Dennis Kucinich,, Dick Ge-
phardt, AL Sharpton. and. Wesley K. Clark. (Edi-
tor’s note: Do youw recall who was
nominated?)*****Locally, Rodney Price, Troy John.-
son. and. Jim Sharon Bearden. are- running for
county court at law judge- (Johnson won..)*****Mike-
White and. David. Bailey ran for sheriff. (White-
worn.)****John. Ford. beat George- Navarro for con.-
stable- Pct. 3.***** Richard. Lee- Moore,, 47, formerly
of Bridge- City, died Feb. 17, while- kayaking in. the-
Gulf of Mexico. He- was a. 1974 BC grad..

45 Years Ago-1979

The Bob Hope Telethon held. in. Houston to
build. and. equip the new Bob Hope Vocational
High. School at Hughen. School for Crippled. Chil-
dren in. Port Arthur was a big success. The Tele-
thon raised. $1,200,000. Many stars appeared. in.-
cluding Jimmy Dean, Kathy Crosby, Doug Ker-
shaw, who brought wife- Pam. and their two boys,
Zachary and. baby Tyler, Kenny Rogers, Andy Wil-
liams, Vic Damone, Johnny Desmond., Dennis
James, Fred. Travillino, Buddy Rogers, Pia,, Nancy
Ames, Lynn. Anderson. and many more. BillL
Hughes and. Joe- C. Norman., of Norstok, presented.
a photo of the: proposed. Bob Hope- School to Bob.
W.T. Oliver and. his committee- put the show to-
gether. Some- of the- local folks spotted. were- EarL
and. June Bishop, Curtis and. Marion. Lee, Roy
and. Phyllis Dunn,Charles and. Pat Johnson., WeL-
don and. Jane Leger, Martha. Hughes, Patsy Nor-
man and. Orange- Bank owners Vincent and. Mary
Kay Kickerillo, who contributed. $50 thousand. to
the- telethon.. Sports figures present were- Bum. Phil-
lips, Darrell Royal and. Mike- Barber, who present-
ed Hope with a western Stetson..

A FEW HAPPENINGS

You can’t slip up the plans of Father Jim Sichko.
The papal missionary who grew up in Orange was plan-
ning to surprise sister Thereze Sichko in Orange for
her 60th birthday, but she showed up for a visit at his
Lexington, Kentucky, home. So he brought the party to
her. He flew her friends in to surprise her at his favor-
ite steakhouse. Coach Cornell Thompson came, along
with Gina and Skipper Yeaman, and Joan Haddock,
who now lives in Dallas. Thereze has been running the
West Orange-Stark athletic department for years, many
of them spent with Coach T. The day after the party,
Father Jim showed the visitors around the University
of Kentucky athletic facilities, including the football
training area, plus they got to meet the men’s head bas-
ketball coach.*****Qur friend Harry Stephens was
under the weather over the weekend after spending
24-hours in hospital. Thankfully Monday he was back
at work. He and Margie are having an anniversary sale
at Harry’s Appliance. A good time to buy.*****Several
people from Orange County traveled to Colorado
Springs for the wedding of the son of Stephen and
Jami Lee. Some of the guests got to wear their furs up
in the snowy mountains as they celebrated the nuptuals
of Mitchell and Kirstin Lee. Guests from here includ-
ed Cecil and Nancy Byers, Kathy Gunn, Patty Clo-
eren, Grant and Amberly Craft, Natasha Garrett,
Jack Dallas, and Jimmy and Tracey
Gilliam.*****Sydney Williams and Cody Carr trav-
eled across the world to get married. They went all the
way to New Zealand. And getting married wasn’t their
only big plunge. They some free falling from swing
seats in the Auckland mountains. *****Julie, Sam, and
Samantha Patronella took a cruise to Mexico. They’re
already planning their next cruise.*****Cody Strause,
who is in a U.S. Army choral group, sang at the Dayto-
na 500. Mom Janoise Grizzaffi will tell you all about
it***** Qrange’s O’Shaquie Forter retains his box-
ing lightweight title at Madison Square Garden, New
York, Friday with a win over Abraham Nova in a 12
round fight. *****Qrange Community Players had
another successful fundraising show at the Orange
Train Depot. This time, they coerced retired choir
teacher Theresa Cronin to join the show fun. Other
singers included regulars Paul Burch, Tanyia Guil-
lotte, and Codie Vasquez. And if there’s anything with
OCP, you can count on seeing Diana Hill, Tiffany
Overstreet, and Caroline Hennigan helping out. *#***
I got a note from a friend who is a public servant, who
I won’t disclose. Here is his take. He says to trade our
state representative Dade Phelan, Speaker of the Texas
House, the second most powerful leader in the state, for
an unknown, unqualified, with no government experi-
ence is like the K.C. Chiefs, Super Bowl Champs,
trading QB Patrick Mahomes for a future draft choice.
Phelan has two Republican opponents.**** Be sure to
check out Danny’s in West Orange. I bought fresh cat-
fish fillets a couple of weeks ago. Very good item for
Lent. On special now, the areas best Cajun Boudin.
Also delicious breakfast or lunch served in Danny’s
Deli.*****A Down Life’s Highway column about
Roy’s father, Clay Dunn, who died February, 19, 1959,
is running in this week’s paper. Besides what’s in Roy’s
column Clay pioneered many businesses throughout
the county. He built the Silver Slipper Dinner Club in
Bridge City in 1927, and over 50 years ago, the first and
only motel in Bridge City (Midway). Clay also opened
the first liquor store in Orange (Warehouse) and (Mid-
way) in Bridge City.***** The Houston Chronicle en-
dorsed President Joe Biden for president. I believe

most major newspapers throughout the country will not
endorse Trump. According to a recent survey rank-
ing “Presidential greatness” of the- 45 Presidents of
the- United. States, President Joe- Biden. emerged as
the- 14th.-best President, while- his anticipated. 2024
presidential contender, former President Donald.
Trump, came- in last place-. I was surprised Clinton
wasn’t in the top 10.%**** Central Mall has new own-
ers. Port Arthur’s Central Mall has all the right in-
gredients for success according to Felix Reznick, prin-
cipal with 4 ™ Dimensions Properties, which recently
bought the mall. Reznick said company officials start-
ed with cosmetic fixes, but the mall remains open busi-
ness and owners are ready to attract different types of
tenants. Currently there are a couple of national stores
interested in locating at Central Mall. “We’re looking
to bring in a bit of everything,” Reznick said. Central
Mall is very handy to Bridge City, Orangefield and
the Orange area shopper. If they will let us, | know we
can help them *****West Orange Mayor Randy
Branch and his wife, Jane, celebrated their 53rd
anniversary.***Bridge City ISD Police Chief CIliff
Hargrave and wife, Sally, had their 36th
anniversary.***Also celebrating another year of mar-
riage were Ricky and Meri Elen Jacobs, coming in at
33 years.

BREAUX BIRTHDAYS

A few friends celebrating birthdays in. the- next few
days. Feb. 21: Our old. friend Paulette- Stevens, Erin.
Boren, Beverly Satir, Jim Izer and Amanda
Newman..*****Feb. 22; Chad. Boatman.,, Harry
Risher, Jasmine- Lindner, John. Curphy, Leslie
Braus, Wesley Arnold and Brint Carlton..*****Feb.
23; John. Hughes, Jody Andes, Crystal Jones, Misti
Bishop, Kelle Betz, Matthew Bland, Rachel
Doucet and. Joe Hebert.*****Feb. 24: Dalton
Bonds, Brently Sholmire, Regina. Harrington. and
Angela, Brinson..*****Feb. 25: Brad. Frye, Zelda
Jones, Doris Byrd, Angela. Brinson..”****Feb. 26:
Betty Sherman,, Braelyn. Baugh,, Zachary Gilliam.,
Amanda Beeson.. *****Feb. 27: Jeffrey Fregia., Bai-
ley Noah,, Beth. Mathews, Butch. Choate,, Gretta.
Brinson,, Lindsey Moreauw, Sarah. Havens, Allisha
Bonneaux.*****Qther birthday celebrations this past
week. Joann. Gabriel turned. 91, while Kay Stone
marked birthday No. 80, while- Randy Richardson
and Bobby Hommel made- 70. Others with birth.-
days this past week included. Janet Bland., Linda
Gunstream.,, Paul Anthony Hardin,, Olivia. Revis,
Lexi Tubbleville, Ruby Richard, Te’Ron. Brown,,
Shelly Williams, Teri Harmon, and. Hester
Cheshire-. Paige- McKee- got to go to NYC for her
Sweet 16, but we- haven’t heard. if Jean. Parker took
time- to enjoy cake- on. her birthday because- she’s so
busy overseeing her political Facebook page-*****We-
can't overlook Prince- Frankie. The- family of Mi-
chael and. Angelique- Catt threw an elaborate
birthday party for their furry little: pup. But he
wasn't the- only dog celebrating. Father Jim. up in
Kentucky had his Orange- guests over to celebrate-
Gracie- the bloodhound’s ninth. birthday. Perhaps
Thereze traveled to Kentucky so Gracie- wouldn't
chew up her belongings at home- in. Orange-

CAJUN STORY OF THE WEEK

Every couple- of months Sally Badeaux and. Lucy
leLeux, dem. go for a. girl’s night out. Da. mens, dem.,
keep da chillums. At the- girl’s outing last week dem.
womens drank way too much. beer and. got plain
drunk. After leaving Tee-Boy’s Bar & Grill, they
staggered. dere- way towards home. While- cutting
through. da graveyard,, Sally said, “Me, I got to use-
da bashroom so bad..”

Lucy said,, “Me- too””

Sally said,, “Why don’t we- do our business be--
hind a headstone-”

Lucy say, “Mais, okay.”

Sally didn't have- nutting to wipe- wit so' she- use-
her panties, den. throw dem. away. Lucy, her, was
wearing some- expensive- underware- dat her hus-
band. Henry had. given. her for her birthday and. she
didn’t want to ruin. dem.. She- was lucky enough. to
salvage- a big ribbon from. da. wreath. dat was on. da
grave- and. wiped. herself wit dat. Den. da. womens
stagger dere- way home-

Da next morning, Clovis Badeaux call Lucy’s
husband, Henry, and. he-say, “Look cuzz, dis girl’s
night out has got to stop, yea, las night Sally came-
home- witout her panties her.”

“Dats nutting, said Henry, Lucy came- home- her
wit a card. stuck on. her butt wat said, “From. alL of
us at da fire station., we- will never forget yow.”

CEST T'OUT
GOP WHISTLEBLOWER INDICTED
Truth. and. Accountability Matters

The GOP whistleblower, who was once consid.-
ered a central figure- in the- party’s case against
President Joe Biden. and. his son. Hunter Biden,
has now been indicted.. This FBI informant, Alexan.-
der Smirnov, had previously made- false- allegations
about the- Biden’s, which. were- used as a key piece-
of evidence- during the impeachment inquiry into
the president. However, Smirnov now faces charges
for lying to the- FBI and. falsification. of records relat-
ed to the case. An attorney for Hunter Biden. told
NBC News that Republicans had been warned. that
they “built their conspiracies about Hunter and. his
family on lies told by people- with. agendas, not
facts.” “This is just another instance- of Chairman.
James Comer and. Rep. Jim. Jordan peddling false-
hoods based. on. dishonest, uncredible- allegations
and. witnesses,” The- whistleblower’s lies were- daily
top news on. Fox News. Sean. Hannity had done- 85
segments based on the lies and. all but convicted.
the- Biden’s. House- Oversight Committee- Ranking
Member Jamie Raskin. called for the end. to the
impeachment inquiry.***** Just as I was wrapping up
I got word. from. the- office- that pretty Ms. Windee
had dropped. off a. package- from. ‘Top Hog Process-
ing. Can't wait to see- what that is. Thanks for your
time- Please- shop our family of advertisers, read. us
cover to cover. Thank youw for making us Orange
County’s most widely read newspapers. Take- care-
and God. bless.
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The life and times and the death of Clay

Clay Dunn flirted with
the odds, walked on
the edge on a quick
rise to the top. By
the time he was 27
he had been to hell
and back. Lady luck
rode with him.

DOWN LIFE'S HIGHWAY
Roy Dunn - Columnist
For The Record

Clay Jackson Dunn was
the product of a pioneer-
ing background. His fa-
ther, Allen, had come to
Texas from Arkansas in a
covered wagon with his
mother, Sarah Jane, who
apparently was a pretty
tough cookie for a 26-year-
old. She embarked on a
14-month journey in Texas
that held many uncertain-
ties and dangers. Her hus-
band, Dr. Stephen James Dunn, had been
killed a few months earlier in the Civil
War. Sarah Jane sought a new life for her
son and younger sister.

Abraham Lincoln was president of the
Union when the trio arrived in Texas.
The territory was almost lawless with
only a handful of Texas Rangers. Outlaws
and raiding Indians were still prevalent.
The Dunns settled around Rising Star.
Sarah Jane, my great-grandmother,
home-schooled the two youngsters.

Allen caught and branded stray Long-
horns, acquired land; and at age 26, my
grandfather married 14-year-old Laura
Dunn. This union produced eight chil-
dren. My father, Clay, was their fourth
child and second son.

My grandmother was a very religious
woman, who raised the children in the
Methodist Church. All, a law-abiding cit-
izen, had gained respect in the territory.
Nothing in their background indicates
anything other than that they were good,
law-abiding, Christian folks, who raised
their children accordingly. Allen instilled
a good work ethic in all of his children. I
mention the above to establish the foun-
dation my father Clay, came from.

Before his 15th birthday, Dad was the
first of the boys to leave home.

After graduating from the seventh
grade, he took his diploma on the road,
leaving home on a donkey.

At Comanche, he got a job with the
telephone company that a few years later
landed him in Port Arthur.

He had learned to drive while stringing
wire and poles with the phone company.

The Port Arthur Fire Department had
obtained its first motorized equipment,
the “Belle Stearns,” named in memory of
Assistant Chief George Stearns’ wife.

Dad was hired in 1915 to be the first
driver of the first fire truck.

Within a few months, he used up his

Down Life’s
Highway
Roy Dunn

saved money to
purchase three
cars from Linn
Motor Compa-

ny.
He started
Port  Arthur’s

first taxicab ser-
vice.

The cabs
made the long
dirt road hauls
to Sabine Pass to
pick up and de-
liver seamen to
their ships. The cab business was thriv-
ing when Clay was called to serve in
World War L.

Death would soon become a daily oc-
currence for Clay, even before they
reached the battleground.
While crossing the ocean, in-
fluenza attacked their ship.
Many mornings Clay woke up
to find a soldier at his side dead.
So many died that they soon ran
out of flags to drop the bodies
in the ocean and just got to
throwing them overboard for
burial at sea.

Dad marched every step of
the way from one end of France
to the other. Fighting was most-
ly hand-to-hand combat. Like
most country boys, he was a good shoot-
er, but he killed more of the enemy with a
bayonet than he did with a rifle shot. At
wars end in 1918, he returned to Port Ar-
thur. His taxicabs had been wrecked,
torn up and put out of commission. Clay
started over with one cab.

One day a man he called ‘Captain’
hired Dad’s cab after Captain had been
told that Clay knew where all the speak-
easies were. Dad drove him around all
day. The man asked Clay to drive him to
Beaumont to catch the train. He told Dad
he didn’t want him to stop anywhere; he
wanted to get to Beaumont. Wrapped in
some newspapers, Captain said, was
$10,000 that he was giving him. Clay
found out the man had taken orders for
1,000 cases of whiskey and the man was
giving Clay $10 commission on each case.
The man told him he would return each
month and do the same because he trust-
ed him. With so much money at stake, he
had to have someone he could really
trust. Dad said that amount of money
was so great it scared him. For several
months, the procedure repeated. Clay
now had plenty of money. He expanded
the cab business and went a step further.
He hired Captain Livingston in Orange
to build him a ship and started importing
the liquor from Nassau himself. He paid
$17 per case and sold it for $125. A load of
1,000 cases was earning him $90,000 a
month. Clay was off and rolling and liv-
ing the good life when the Ku Klux Klan
got after him. The Klan, in 1920 in Port
Arthur, involved almost everyone who
wasn't Jewish, Black or Catholic. Clay’s
brother, Carl, had been mistaken for him
and had his stomach cut open and had
carried his guts in his hands to the hospi-
tal. Clay went to the jailhouse and re-
quested that Sheriff Walter Covington
lock him up for his own protection until

Clay Dunn
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A young Clay Dunn started the first cab business in Port Arthur. Cabs were called HACKS.
Shown in picture standing far left is Clay Dunn, the drivers are Joe Tigue; middle unknown
and far right driver is Little Joe Viator. The cars are on Proctor Street in or around the year
1925. Mr. Linn, standing on sidewalk later owned car dealership.

he could figure out his next move. Cov-
ington reluctantly locked him up, but
when the Klan showed up, he let them
drag Clay out of the cell. They took him
out to the outskirts of town, now known
as Port Acres, and tarred and feathered
him and left him to die. A Catholic man
had noticed a cross burning about mid-
night. The next morning he found Clay
nearly dead. He took him home, hid him
out; and he and his wife cared for him
and saved his life. Up to his last day on
earth, Dad couldn’t grow body hair where
he was tarred. For a couple of months,
the law looked for his body. When his
brother, Carl, was able to leave the hospi-
tal, he returned home to Rising Star and
told his parents he believed Clay had
been killed. Meanwhile, Clay had gotten
a message out to his folks that he was
alive and hidden out. After a few weeks,
Clay got word to Joe Teage, a friend who
picked him up and drove him to his par-
ents. He stayed until he was fully recov-
ered, could walk and use his arms.
According to historian W.T. Block, al-
most everyone in law enforcement, judg-
es and so forth, belonged to the Klan in
Port Arthur in 1920. Apparently Coving-
ton was also a Klan member. Clay vowed
to kill him. He just missed him once
when he learned he was in Mexico on va-
cation, but Clay arrived too late. For the
rest of his life, Covington kept a law en-
forcement job so he could tote a pistol.
He was convinced Clay would kill him if
he got the chance. An ironic story in-

volved me in something that I wasn't
aware of. Walter Covington had ajob asa
jailer for the Port Arthur Police Depart-
ment. It was located across the street
from Mrs. Shuggart’s Boarding House.
Covington ate lunch there every week-
day. I had moved into the rooming house
while I operated the pony ride at Pleasure
Island. Harry Waddell, who has recently
passed away, and I roomed together. Ev-
eryday I had lunch with Covington and
the other residents. I didn’t know him.
He didn’t know me. When he found out
who I was, he never ate at Mrs. Shuggart’s
again. A policeman friend later told me
that Covington believed I had been plant-
ed there to kill him. Clay hated anyone
who hid behind a mask. He called them
“gutless son’s-of-bitches.” In August of
1922, the Orange oilfield boom hit big
time with the discovery of the Oscar
Chesson Wonder Well. Most of the Klan
members disbanded after tar and feath-
ering a doctor in Beaumont, a move that
brought in the Texas Rangers. Clay, who
had parlayed his seventh-grade diploma
into a bachelor’s degree in the school of
hard knocks, returned to the area and set
up shop at Orangefield and embarked on
a path that would earn him a master’s de-
gree from the same school. (Editor’s note:
Clay became a very successful business
man. On February 19, 1959, 65 years ago,
at age 65, Clay died on the operating table
in a Dallas hospital during gall bladder
surgery. His heart just quit.)
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Justice served

coming a FBI agent.

His plans for the future
also included attending law
school, becoming an attor-
ney and eventually a prose-
cutor as well.

The reason the library at
OPD is named after Danny
Gray is because of his en-

couraging officers to get
their college degrees and
educate themselves, ac-
cording to Stephen Gray.
Danny Gray’s profession
also influenced his chil-
dren. Both chose a service
profession. Stephen Gray
wanted to honor his father

From Page 2A

and continue the legacy of
“fighting crime” and chose
law enforcement. Stephanie
Gray chose nursing.
Stephen Gray married
and has three children. His
oldest daughter is a special
education teacher. His son
recently graduated from

college and is considering a
career in law enforcement.
His youngest daughter re-
cently accepted a scholar-
ship to play volleyball in
college.

Stephanie Gray-Haley is
married and has five boys.
Three of her sons are mar-
ried while another son is

middle name Gray in like
that of his grandfather.

“He was a great man and
will be remembered as
such,” he wrote.

For the Gray family there
is a sense of relief with no
more parole board hearings
and letter writing to relive
the trauma.

. -TAN

busy with his career while

Deaths & Memarials,

Judy Catherine Breaux, 84

Judy Catherine Breaux, 84, of
Orange, Texas, passed away on
February 12, 2024, at Stone-
wood Senior Living in Orange.

Funeral services will be 3:00
p.m., Saturday, February 17,
2024, at Claybar Funeral Home
in Orange. Officiating will be
Chaplain Belinda Breaux. Buri-
al will follow at Autumn Oaks |
Memorial Park in Orange.

Visitation will be from 2:00
p.m. to 3:00 p.m. Saturday,

February 17, 2024, at Claybar Judy Catherine Breaux

Funeral Home in Orange.

Born in Wichita Falls, Texas, on De-
cember 20, 1939, she was the daughter of
Joe Bolton, Sr. and Frances Stearns
Bolton. She was known for her kind spirit
and beautiful blue eyes. Judy had a sweet
personality that endeared her to every-
one she met. One of Judy’s greatest pas-
sions was quilting and sewing. She
poured her heart into creating master-
pieces to gift to her loved ones. Judy loved
flowers of all kinds and enjoyed being in
and decorating her yard. A devoted mem-
ber of Old First Orange Baptist Church,
Judy found comfort in her faith. After re-
tiring, Judy embarked on an adventure,
traveling extensively all-over North
America with her husband, Francis. She

Jan Eland, 67, of Bridge City

Jan Eland, 67, of Bridge City, passed away on February 13,
2024, at home. Although the family appreciates the kind-
ness and sympathy of friends and loved ones, they kindly re-

quest privacy during this difficult time.

Cremation will be held under the direction of Claybar Fu-
neral Home in Orange. In lieu of flowers and other expres-
sions of sympathy, please make a donation to The Humane
Society at 2050 Spindletop Ave, Beaumont, TX 77705.

had the remarkable ability
to connect with people ef-
fortlessly. She never met a
stranger and treated every-
one she encountered with
kindness and genuine inter-
est. Above all else, family
meant the world to Judy.
Her love for them knew no
bounds, and she cherished
every moment spent togeth-
| er. She will be deeply missed
by all who knew and loved
her.

She is preceded in death
by her parents, Joe and Frances Bolton;
her grandson, Ryan; and her brother, Joe
Bolton, Jr.

She is survived by her loving husband,
Francis Breaux; her daughters, Julie Le-
Doux and husband, Ronnie, Janet Pineda
and husband, Ricky, Jodie Anders and
husband, Mark, and Jennifer Lawrence
and husband, Joseph; her grandchildren,
Lori, Leslie, Michelle, Matt, Misty, Stef,
Holland, Jordan, Chrissy, and Shanna;
her close friends, Anita, Robbie, Roger,
and Melanie; and numerous other loving
cousins, nieces, nephews, and friends.

Serving as pallbearers will be her
grandchildren. Honorary pallbearers are
her daughters and sons-in-law.

WE ASK FOR

another is finishing up in
college. Stephanie is busy
working as a nurse, but she
males sure she is always
available for her four grand-
children.

Following the death of
Danny, Gail later married
Randy Powell. He was a
wonderful step-father to
the Gray children. He en-
couraged the family to talk
about their father and share
their feelings.

Tragedy struck again
when Gail lost her husband
to cancer in November
2023. Forever strong in her
faith, Gail is active in her
church and is still serving
people. She also enjoys
spending time with family
and friends.

Stephen Gray’s dedica-
tion to seeing justice served
remained as he made his
way to Austin for the parole
board hearings to keep Billy
Wayne Dowden in prison.
He thought it was import-
ant for the parole board to
see his face and not just a
letter from the son or fami-

ly member.
The family and friends of
Danny Gray faithfully

wrote letters to the parole
board. Each time Dowden
came up for parole, the en-
tire family wrote to protest
his release.

“I never look forward to
writing these letters. It is
such a painful experience to
put down on paper how los-
ing my dad effects me in my
life everyday. The loss I feel
is overwhelming even after
all of these years,” Stepha-
nie Gray-Haley wrote to the
parole board.

Her son, Hendon Gray
Haley, also wrote to the pa-
role board. He stated he was
honored to have the his
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School Physicals
Wamen's Health Servdees
Behavioral Health
Mental Health Counseling
Treatment of Hepatits C
Treatment of HIV

Chironic Disease Managemenl

Mosquito Control Treatments...
and enjoy your

backyard again'

VIDOR
409-769-4050
BEAUMONT
409-866-8870

e & ©Wnchoier
] ¥, it

()RAN{.IL
409-886-4248
NEDERLAND
H9-T22-UKKY

YOUR VOTE FOR
GOP PRECINCT
CHAIRSTO
PROVIDE A
POSITIVE
RELATIONSHIP
WITH
ORANGE COUNTY

Kandice Bacon
Precinct 26

Rﬂﬁert 5 imonton
Precinct 28

.
John Dubose
Precinct 25

EARLY VOTING
FEB. 20TH
THRU
MARCH 18T

|-

ELECTION DAY Stephanie Roberts

MARCH 5TH

Pol, Adv. Paid for by Kandice Bacon, John Dubose, Robert Simonton & Stephanie Roberts

Precinct 15

RE-ELECT

ORANGE COUNTY REPUBLICAN PARTY OF TEXAS CHAIRMAN

EARLY VOTING

PRIMARY ELECTION DAY

*ORANGE COUNTY SHERIFF'S OFFICE EMPLOYEES ASSOCIATION

*RESTORING AMERICAN VALUES PAC

*BOEBBY CORMIER, ORANGEFIELD SUFPLY CO.

“*JW DALTON, TOP DECK FLOORING CO.

*BRAD CHILDS, ACE HARDWARE CO.

*SHEILA STONE, PRECIOUS CHILD DAYCARE

*JACK COMER, PASTOR CIRCLE DRIVE EAPTIST CHURCH
*BILLY GARRET, BRIDGE CITY LOCK AND KEY
*ZACH JOHNSON & SHEILA FASKE, FORMER OC REPUBLICAN PARTY CHAIRS|
“JERRY LIGHTFOOT, ORANGE COUNTY BUILDING MATERIALS
*JEFF ROGERS, ROGERS LUMEER CO
*CHARLIE & TARA HOLDER

JUDEO CHRISTIAN PRINCIPLES
BORDER SECURITY
LIMITED GOVERNMENT
THE RIGHT TO BEAR ARMS
PROTECTION OF HUMAN LIFE
HONORING OUR VETERANS AND
SUPPORTING OUR TROOPS
COMBATING HUMAN TRAFFICKING

#

M

POL. AD PAID FOR BY THE LED LABAUVE CANPAMIMN
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DADE
PHELAN

DELIVERING
REAL RESULTS

Dade Phelan did what had
been impossible and proudly
brought Southeast Texas
values to Austin.

PASSED THE LARGEST PROPERTY TAX CUT IN AMERICAN HISTORY
FUNDED TUITION DECREASES FOR LAMAR STUDENTS

FLOOD MITIGATION AND DISASTER RECOVERY AFTER HARVEY
BROUGHT FIRST BEHAVIORAL HEALTH CENTER TO SETX

BOOSTED LOCAL ECONOMY BY FULLY FUNDING OUR PORTS

ENDORSED BY

National Rifle Association
Vidor Police Association
Beaumont Firefighters Association
Sabine Area Central Labor Council (COPE)
International Union of Operating Engineers (IOEU) Local 450
Beaumont Police Officers Association
Jefferson County Sheriff’s Association

SUPPORTED BY LEADERS YOU TRUST

Billy Rowles, Former Sheriff Jasper County & Newton County David Rutledge, Mayor of Bridge City
Seth Martindale, Jasper County Commissioner Precinct 1 Randy Branch, Mayor of West Orange
Willie Stark, Jasper County Commissioner Precinct 3 Larry Spears, Mayor of Orange
Johnny Trahan, Orange County Commissioner Precinct 1 Anderson Land, Jasper Mayor
Kirk Roccaforte, Orange County Commissioner Precinct 3 Mike Getz, Beaumont City Council Ward 2
Robert Viator, Orange County Commissioner Precinct 4 Randy Sonnier, Nederland City Council Ward 3
Bryan Werner, Jefferson County Constable Precinct 4 Terri T. Salter, City of Orange Council member District 3
Bobby Adams, Jefferson County Constable Precinct 7 Aaron Roccaforte, Bridge City City Councilman Place 1
Cary Erickson, Jefferson County Commissioner Emmitt Hollier, Former Nederland City Council
Joe Evans, Jefferson County GOP Chair Sheila Faske, Rose City City Council
Leo LaBauve, Orange County GOP Chair Paul Zoch, Bridge City Independent School District Board of Trustees
Christy Khoury, Orange County Treasurer Pat Anderson, Port of Beaumont Commissioner
Roy West, Mayor of Beaumont Rick Williams, Nederland Attorney & former Family Court Judge

E ARLY VO'I'I NG | STATE REPRESENTATIVE

resrUARY 20-MARcH 1 | DA DE A
aecionosy | PHELAN

TUESDAY, MARCH 5

Pol. Ad paid for by the Dade Phelan Campaign
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Lets Re-Elect the People’s Sheriff
Jimmy Lane Moone

Four years ago, | was elected sheriff of Orange
County, an honor | cherish. Taking office six months
early, | swiftly formed my team, which necessitated
tough decisions. Consulting with the previous sherlf .
we agreed that not all employees would continue v
under my administration. While difficult, these
decisions were made to prioritize the safety of our
community. Some chose to move on, but our
commitment to excellence in law enforcement
remains steadfast. In my 4 years of sheriff we have
achieved the following:

e The only sheriff that is born and raised in Orange
County.

e One of two candidates that has worked in Orange
County

e Endorsed by the Orange County Sheriff's

Employees Association. ‘ 4 M}!Bﬂ’ JIMMY LANE
o 35years of law enforcement experience,27years . @ i

with Orange County agencies. s Se @ a a N E y
* The only candidate that has sheriff experience 7 M 5

e Been through years of community disastersand = E
stood firm as a leader. : g EQ FOR SHER’F F
* Reduced property crimes in rural areas by 33% o GRANGE [DUMW

» Reduced overall crime rates in rural areas by 7% =

e O deaths in our jails. i e el

» 2 ratified union contracts to give stability to the ‘
Orange County Sheriff’s office employees.

* Increased active shooter training and SWAT
training for our officers.

e Increased equipment for deputies without
costing taxpayers money.

e Never had go back to commissioner’s court and
ask for the budget to be increased.

» Saved tax payors an excess of $500,000 by usmg
drug asset forfeiture money.

e Reopened unutilized rural substations.

Strong Partnerships and Exemplary Actions:
A Collaborative Effort Ensuring School Safety

Several individuals have alleged that our department lacks collaboration with other agencies, but
it's important to clarify that we have always maintained strong partnerships. On February 16th, The
Orange Police Department, Orange County Sheriff's Office, Texas DPS, and Newton County Sheriff's
Office all collaborated in apprehending three suspects, ensuring the safety of Deweyville High
School.

During the pursuit, | am personally proud of the exemplary actions of the Orange County Sheriff's
Department officers on the school premises. Even while off duty, a K-9 handler and their partner
were instrumental in the suspects' capture. Particularly impressive was the proactive approach
taken by our officers, who strategically positioned themselves between the wooded area where the
suspects were located and the school buildings, effectively shielding the students.

We are grateful for the support of numerous law enforcement agencies and proud of the
professionalism and training demonstrated by the Orange County Sheriff's Department were
particularly noteworthy on this occasion. -Sheriff Jimmy Lane Mooney

Keep Orange County Moving Forward Re-Elect Jimmy Lane Mooney




THERECORD'S ORANGE COUNTY SPORTS AND OUTDOORS

B

BC softball has new coach, returns pitching ace

DANPERRINE
Orange County Sports
For The Record

Last season was another
winning one for the Bridge
City Cardinals softball
team. The record was
very good but the Cardi-
nals did make an earlier
exit than usual in the post
season.

The new head coach for
Bridge City softball who
served as an assistant
coach the last two years
Kylie Bradley recapped
the season. “I was proud
of what these girls did be-
cause at the end of the day
they came out and gave us
all they’ve got. When it
came to our playoff run
we did fall a little short of
our expectations. We fell
to Huffman in the first
round, and that’s some-

thing that hurt but it also
kind of fueled us for this
year. We know that we
want to do better than
that, we would like to do
much better than that.
We did a lot of good things
last year, but we had some
struggles with injuries,
but I think it made us
stronger, and I think we're
prepared for that mentally
this year if we do hit inju-
ries we'll lean on how we
made it through last year
and we’ll be okay this
year,” Bradley reminded.
Nine returning Cardi-
nals on the varsity will be
moving around to help
achieve depth at every po-
sition. Bradley explained,
“We've just emphasized a
lot on putting the Cardi-
nals in different situations
so that if we do hit a bump
in the road or I do need to

put them somewhere else
or someone is having an
off day were going to
switch it up, and I trust all
of those returners to really
go out on the field and
play any spot I ask them to
go.”

Lexi Nugier played pri-
marily shortstop last year
will see more time at third
where she played two sea-
sons  ago. Makenna
Knight is back at second
base and will move over to
shortstop when Nugier
switches to third.

Kyleigh Hamilton will
work in the outfield and
come in to play second at
times. Brooklyn Droddy
will split time at the two
corner infield positions at
first base primarily and
sometimes at third base

BRIDGE CITY Page 5B
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DANPERRINE
Orange County Sports
For The Record

The softball program
at Orangefield had its
most successful season
ever last year. The Lady
Bobcats won the district
championship and ad-
vanced to the fourth
round of the state play-
offs before being elimi-
nated by Grandview
which at the time was the
top ranked team in Class
3A.

Coach Rebekah Rags-
dale of the Lady Bobcats
hopes to build on that
success this season. “It
was really good to see
that kind of competition,
we can use Grandview as
a measuring stick for us.
To be up there with those

0000000000000000000000
led the Orangefield softball
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kind of teams is exciting
and promising for us/”
Ragsdale replied.
Orangefield returns all
but three players from
that outstanding team of
last year. Nine Lady Bob-

cats return from 2023 so
Coach Ragsdale will have
plenty of experience with
which to build another
strong team for this sea-
son.

Seven to eight of those
nine were starters last
season, and four of them
are seniors. Abigail Cur-
phey is a four year starter
as a pitcher, Paris Becker
will be a leader playing
outfield for her third year
as a starter on varsity,
Greenlea Oldham is a
three year starter at first
base, and Abigail Brous-
sard is a three year varsi-
ty starter for the Lady
Bobcats.

Junior Alysen Vincent
is back after getting ex-
tensive playing time last
year. Four sophomores
played as freshmen and

Lady Bobcats build on success

will be counted on to
produce for Orangefield
in their second year on
the varsity. They are Au-
bree Beck, Hallee Becker,
Charlee Sanches, and
Haylee Spears.

Ragsdale  evaluated,
“We're kind of in a differ-
ent spot from a year ago
when we felt we were so
young. We just kind of
rolled through the year
and were kind of sneak-
ing up on some people,
and this year it’s going to
be completely different
were going to have to
learn to play with a target
on our back and learn to
play with that kind of
pressure. That’s going to
be the challenge for the
Lady Bobcats this season

ORANGEFIELD Page 4B
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Lady Bearsloaded
again for softball

DANPERRINE
Orange County Sports
For The Record

Last year was a great
season for Little Cypress
Mauriceville in softball.
The Lady Bears won thirty
games, finished first place
in a very difficult district,
and made it to the third
round of the state playoffs
before being eliminated by
the always loaded Liberty
Lady Panthers.

LCM  softball coach
Dena Adkins assessed last
season for her Lady Bears.
“I am very proud of them.
We finished first in dis-
trict which is always our
goal and the Lady Bears
did that very well. We lost
to a well-coached Liberty
team again, but the kids

Is Bobby Smith right for Orange County?

Every Orange County resident should be informed that a person running for the highest law
enforcement position in the county is being presented as something he is not. Many of his supporters
were falsley claiming he had certain accolades, which he never corrected, until after his campaign was
confronted with truth. After the truth was discovered, his website and social media changed those

Why should we VOTE for someone who hasn’t cared enough to vote himself? Proven Fact: Mailin
ballots work all over the world. Just ask our men and women serving and working abroad.

Why did he allow his campaign and mislead the citizens of Orange County to believe he was
inducted into the Hall of Fame and or Retired into the hall of fame?

Why is there no record of Bobby Smith on the interenet, especially after years of service as a Texas

Ranger?

Why has 66% of his campaign funds come from outside of Orange County based on his 1/17/2024

financial report?

Why are so many of the top Texas Rangers retiring after the investigations of the Uvalde school
shootings? (An investigation , unfortunately, that has still left families with more questions than

answers.)
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played well. We did put
some runs on the board
against them, so I can’t be
too upset with how the
season ended,” Adkins re-
called.

LCM LADY Page 4B
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Orange County
Sheriff Candidate’s
Voting Record
Vote for a Sheriff Who Votes

In a recent forum, all four candidates
for sheriff were questloned about the
importance of voting.

Despite unanimous acknowledgment of
its significance, the past 12 year voting
record proves different.

Mooney, Sanchez,

,& Dischler

maintained a con5|stent votlng record

Bobby Smith voted once

Revision to the earlier advertisement on February 14,
2024: Our apologies for the oversight in the previous ad.
Regrettably, there was a failure to update the records,
resulting in an error when accessing Mike Sanchez's
voting record and Bobby Smith voting once in 2023.

POLITICAL ADVERTISING PAID FOR BY NELDA BURTON

Robert Smith

Ronald Dischler

Mike Sanchez

Jimmy Lane Moone
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OUTDOORS

Bite continues to improve

OUTDOORS
Capt. Chuck Uzzle
For The Record

The loud noises you have
been hearing from your
neighbors garage more than
likely have been the sounds
of fishing tackle emerging
from winter hibernation.
The combination of warm-
er weather and better water
conditions have many an-
glers scurrying to knock the
dust off their boats and
head for the water. Both
freshwater and saltwater
anglers alike have benefit-
ted lately from the condi-
tions and the bite has im-
proved in both places. If the
current forecast holds true
it looks like we could have
some really nice days in
store for the next week or so
and that should do nothing
but make the bite even bet-
ter.

The folks on both Sam
Rayburn and Toledo Bend
are enjoying some better
than average fishing right
now, especially for Febru-
ary. Both lakes are in good
shape as far as water levels
and they are still slightly on
the rise. The water color is a
little off due to what’s left of
the runoff but it’s getting
better. The warmer tem-
peratures should push a few
more fish up shallow but
the best bite is in that area
of 5-10 feet of water on the
outside grass line. Classic
spring patterns such as
spinnerbaits in flooded
brush and crankbaits out
deeper are holding their
own and producing fish.
Some of the better fish are
being caught on Carolina
rigs or jigs in a little deeper
water so you have several
options to choose from.
Provided we don’t have an-
other big winter storm
event it shouldnt be long
before we really see those

fish get up
shallow
and start to
spawn.

The bass
fishermen
aren’t the
only ones

Chuck Uzzle on the

lakes taking
advantage of the bite, the
white perch fishermen have
been doing really well
themselves. The most con-
sistent bite has been around
deeper structure with shin-
ers but a few good reports
from some folks fishing
shallower with jigs have
been surfacing as well. Lo-
cally the white perch have
been showing up in good
numbers on the Sabine and
Neches rivers for the folks
who know where to look.
It’s amazing how good that
bite can be once you locate
those fish and that’s exactly
why those places are sworn
to secrecy.

Over on the saltwater
side there is a decent speck-
led trout bite on the south
end in deeper water. The
ship channel and jetties are
both holding some fish
right now and they have
been fairly consistent. In-
coming tides bringing bet-
ter water in have been the
best bet for anglers throw-
ing swim baits or soft plas-
tics near shell or other
structure. The outgoing
tide farther up the lake has
kick started a redfish bite in
the afternoons as the bait
and warmer water empties
out of the marshes. Rattling
corks with soft plastics,
swimbaits and topwater
plugs have been good op-
tions for this program.

So far I haven’t heard of
or seen any really big trout
yet this year from either Sa-
bine or Calcasieu but it has
to happen eventually. Both
lakes have improved overall

during the last year or so
and it’s just a matter of time
before one of those really
big fish shows up and puts a
charge in the local fishing
world. The folks that I know
of that hunt these big fish
religiously have been catch-
ing a few decent fish on
Corkies and Mirrordine’s
with an occasional topwa-

ter fish thrown in for good
measure. They continue to
believe that the big fish will
show up eventually. All I
know is that you can’t catch
them if you don’t go.

On a side note I read re-
cently about how the biased
left wing media has refused
to identify the folks in-
volved in the shooting at

the Superbowl parade in
Kansas City citing the fact
that those who were arrest-
ed were minors. If my mem-
ory serves me correctly the
same media had no prob-
lem identifying Kyle Ritten-
house, who was 17, during
the Kenosha Wisconsin ri-
ots. In fact they plastered
his face on every media
platform out there because
he fit the narrative that the
gun control advocates want
you to believe. The current
administration that contin-

ues to cater to things like il-
legal immigrants and fund-
ing Ukraine while leaving
American citizens to foot
the bill and do without
would love nothing more
than to pass as many gun
control laws as they possi-
bly can. Hopefully during
this next election the Amer-
ican people will finally get
tired of being set aside, like
they have been for the last 3
years, and put some elected
officials in office who will
truly put America first.

Cash & &aﬂ-#y Sale

VISIT US NOW FOR SAVINGS!

at

1000 S. Ashland, Vidor, TX 77662

COME CHECK OUT OUR END OF THE YEAR
CASH & CARRY SALE

(ALL SALES FINAL)

* LVP AS LOW AS $2.15 sq ft
* VIYL AS LOW AS $.54 sq ft
* CARPET SALE

Need small project deco tile, we have boxes for anv
projects big or small, starting at $1.50 sq ft

\/

#2 ON THE BALLOT FOR

PRECINCT 2 CONSTABLE
ORANGE COUNTY

REPUBLICAN

PROFESSIONAL | DEDICATED | PROACTIVE

ALL citizens of Precinct 2 deserve a FULL TIME constable who is
COMMITTED to being PROACTIVE thrnugh VISIBILITY and

engagement within the community.

EXTENSIVE SUPERVISORY

EXPERIENCE
OPD and Orange County Sheriffs
Office including Patrol, Narcotics,
Auto Theft, Street Crimes,
Criminal Investigations

ONLY VETERAN CANDIDATE
US ARMY (Vietnam Era)
Paratrooper, Leadership

Graduate, Special Nuclear

Weapons Section Seargent

Held security clearance and
retained as special investigator
to the U.S. Office of Personnel
(OPM) to conduct background
investigations for subjects
requiring government security
clearance.

PRECINCT 2

+Married for 48 years to my wife Gail, being
longtime residents of the McLewis community

<4+ Two children who are graduates of LCM & Lamar
+Five Grandchildren, with two attending
Mauricveille Schools

| will better serve the precinct 2 community by
partnering closely with the OCSO and all law
enforcement agencies, as well as fulfilling the duties
as it pertains to the Justice Court.

My focus will be crime prevention through visibility
and my prior training/experience, while developing
strong school partnerships within the precinct. | will
NOT focus on interstate drug interdiction or request
county funds for the same. | will be available to

assist all local agencies in such instances.

In contrast to the incumbent, | will not work “side
jobs” or operate time consuming businesses, as
my focus will be dedicated to the community of
precinct 2 as FULL TIME constable

Political advertising paid by Gail B. Hass, Treasurer

Unlike other candidate(s), | have never been asked
to resign nor have | been terminated from

employment, with such termination resulting in a
lawsuit with Orange County
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Three Orange County teams move into playoffs

DANPERRINE
Orange County Sports
For The Record

The final regular season
basketball games were
played by the four local
boys teams on Tuesday,
February 13. Three of
those teams have more
basketball to play as they
will be going to the post
season.

West Orange-Stark cap-
tured a hard fought game
with Bridge City at the
West Orange-Cove Event
Center. The Mustangs de-
feated the Cardinals 60-53
despite being outscored in
three of the four quarters
during the contest.

The difference for the
Mustangs was the third

quarter when they stam-
peded over the Cardinals
30-11 turning a five point
deficit at the half into a
fourteen point advantage
50-36 with eight minutes
to play. Bridge City made
it interesting shaving that
lead to four points during
the final quarter before
West Orange-Stark se-
cured the seven point vic-
tory.

Eight different Mus-
tangs registered points led
by Joshua Holifield with 14
and Ja'Vaughnte Richard
who scored 12 points.
Aaden Bush of the Cardi-
nals topped all scorers in
the game with 17 points
followed by his teammate
Aiden Gutierrez with 15

Zane Wrinkle of Orangefield
had a rare triple double in
the Bobcats’ win over Kirl
byville that clinched a tie for

points.

The game was Senior
Night for West Or-
ange-Stark. Seniors Chad-
rick Lee, Ja'Vaughnte
Richard, Andrew Cooper,

and Joshua Holifield were
honored prior to the game.

The Bridge City Cardi-
nals at 9-3 are the second
place seed in District 19-
4A, and played Livingston
on Tuesday, February 20,
in the first round of the
playoffs. The West Or-
ange-Stark Mustangs fin-
ished third in the district
with a record of 8-4, and
faced Huffman on Tues-
day to open the post sea-
son.

Little Cypress Mau-
riceville finished its sea-
son losing 78-41 to the
district champion Silsbee
Tigers on Tuesday, Febru-
ary 13. Alantheon Winn
of the Bears scored 26
points to close out his out-

standing career at LCM.

The Orangefield Bob-
cats are going to the post
season achieving their
first district champion-
ship in basketball since
1954. Orangefield played
the Woodpville Eagles in
the Bi-District Round of
the playoffs on Tuesday,
February 20.

The Bobcats finished
the regular season with a
13-1 record in District 22-
3A which earned them a
first place tie with the
Kountze Lions. Overall
Orangefield is 31-5 on the
season.

Orangefield split its two
games last week winning
72-41 against Kirbyville
on Tuesday, February 13,

in the district finale before
losing to Kountze in a
seeding game 62-53 on
Friday. The loss to Koun-
tze places the Bobcats as
the second seed in the dis-
trict for the playoffs.
Jaden Scales of the Bob-
cats scored 27 points with
4 assists in the win over
Kirbyville. Griffin Thom-
as played well scoring 19
points while grabbing 6
rebounds. Zane Wrinkle
pulled off a rare triple
double with 12 points, 13
rebounds, and 12 assists.
Wrinkle topped the
Bobcats in scoring against
Kountze with 19 points.
Thomas also finished in
double figures for that
game with 14 points.

New coach sees improvement for Lady Mustang softball

DANPERRINE
Orange County Sports
For The Record

The West Orange-Stark
Lady Mustangs have a new
head coach who is a famil-
iar face for their softball
program. Ashton
Gautreaux takes the posi-
tion as head coach of the
Lady Mustangs after serv-
ing the past two years as
the assistant softball
coach.

In her two years at West
Orange-Stark Coach
Gautreaux has seen im-
provement in the Lady
Mustangs. “I feel for sure
we're moving in the right
direction. We are doing a
bunch of stuff differently
than we have been in the
past, and I know how West
Orange-Stark has played
before when I was at Or-
angefield. There’s a lot of
talent in our kids, there’s a
lot of athleticism. t,”
Gautreaux explained.

Ashton Gautreaux is the new
softball head coach for the
Lady Mustangs and is workl
ing to improve their perforll
mance this season.

Nine Lady Mustangs re-
turn this year who saw
time on the varsity last
season including seniors
Jordynn Patton, Crystal
Santibanez, and Marilynn
Guillory. Gautreaux indi-
cated, “They will all con-
tribute in the outfield a
lot, and Jordynn will also
contribute as a first base-
man.”

Juniors Soleil Smith, La-

tessa  Turner, Tykeira
Montgomery, Carlysia
Simien, and Imani Jenkins
will play significant in-
nings for WOS. “Soleil is
really big in the outfield
for us and so is Carlysia.
Latessa is our pitcher right
now. TK, Tykeira, will
play a lot of infield posi-
tions, and Imani will play
first base,” Gautreaux
pointed out.

Kensley Waller is a
sophomore who played on
the varsity as a freshman.
Gautreaux added, “Kens-
ley will play infield for us
as well as be our number
two pitcher.”

There will be some new
faces on the West Or-
ange-Stark varsity softball
team this season who are
move ins to the school dis-
trict or played on the ju-
nior varsity last year. Ju-
niors Emma Warren and
Miracle Watson will help
the Lady Mustangs a lot.
They will play infield and

ENDORSED BY TX A.G. KEN PAXTON|
ENDORSED BY TRUE TEXAS PROJECT,

“It's not about ME. It's about what WE can accomplish together
as the Orange County Republican Party.” -Cheryl L. Warren

ACTIONS NOT WORDS

The following is from Lydia Damrel, one of the
smartest, most reliable, and most dedicated
conservatives to serve the people of Orange County:

“I have worked with the Orange County Republican
Party of Texas since 1978, yes 46 years. There have been
several Orange County Republican chairmen, including

me - TWICE! Cheryl is an asset and incredible worker,
she has: recruited conservatives who now serve as

CHERYL WARREN
23 &8

FOR ORANGE COUNTY
REPUBLICAN PARTY CHAIR

both swing big bats ac-
cording to the coach.

Three sophomores
Christian Berry, La'Riya
Nelson, and Mallory

Mims will provide depth
for the Lady Mustangs in
the outfield. Berry whose
nickname is Tiny has an
especially potent bat.

Last but not least on the
varsity is freshman Alexia
Guyton who will rotate
filling two big holes for the
Lady Mustang created by
graduation. “Lexi will be
big for us in the catching
position which is a big
spot to fill from T’Era
Garrett who is now at
Blinn, and she will also
play shortstop for us re-
placing Nataliegh Sims
from last year. Lexi is fill-
ing in some big spots

where we need her”
Gautreaux emphasized.

Some of the new Lady
Mustangs have shown the
capability to have an im-
pact with their bats. Two
of the best hitters from
last season at WOS are ex-
pected to do more slug-
ging this year.

Emphasis will be made
on an asset the Lady Mus-
tangs have which is their
speed. “We're going to fo-
cus on the small game as
well. We have a bunch of
quick girls. We want to
get the ball in play, were
going to do some punches,
were going to do some
bunts, were going to get
on, were going to steal
bases, it’s doing a lot of the
little things right for us,”
Gautreaux described.

Good pitching is vital to
have a successful team in
softball.  Gautreaux ad-
mitted, “I'm not going to
lie pitching has really not
been our strong suit since
I've been at West Or-
ange-Stark. We've had a
lot of walks, a lot of hit by
pitches.”

The two Lady Mustangs
that will see the most time
in the circle are Latessa
Turner and  Kensley
Waller. They have been
working hard to get better.

“Latessa and Kensley are
doing a lot better than
they have been. They
worked all off season on
pitching. Latessa is our
speed, Kensley is our
movement. We're going to
use them differently in
different situations.”
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to test our resilience and
how we're able to bounce
back playing with that kind
of pressure.”

There are three newcom-
ers to the Orangefield varsi-
ty softball team. Audrey
Sonnier is a junior who will
see a lot of time running
the bases. Two freshmen
will be in the varsity lineup.
Paisley Reeves will be com-
ing out of basketball when
the Lady Bobcats’ season is
over in that sport, and
Brennah Lee is playing first
base as Oldham’s protege in
order to fill that position af-
ter Greenlea graduates later
this year.

The Lady Bobcats hit the
ball very good last season
and have started the scrim-
mages pounding it. Or-
angefield scored thirteen
runs with thirteen hits in a
scrimmage against Neder-

land on February 5.

The Orangefield lineup
should have some girls good
at getting on base and oth-
ers with power at the top of
the batting order. Leadoff
batter Hallee Becker slap
hits her way on base with
frequency and has speed on
the bases. Hallee’s sister
Paris will bat second ahead
of Aubree Beck who should
have plenty of opportuni-
ties for runs batted in fol-
lowed by Charlee Sanches
in the four hole where more
big hits are expected from
her like a year ago.

The middle of the Or-
angefield batting order is
not to be overlooked. Abi-
gail Curphey has been a
consistent hitter, big hits
are expected from Abbie
Broussard, and Alysen Vin-
cent is being counted on to
produce some timely hits

like she did in the Neder-
land scrimmage.

“I've been impressed with
us offensively, and usually
about this time of vyear
that’s not necessarily the
case. Pitching is usually a
little bit ahead of hitting,
but so far I've been pretty
excited. I think some of
these younger girls that
have been on varsity will
come through, and I'm just
hoping for a lot of consis-
tency from them one
through nine. We're going
to have some young ones
down at the bottom of the
batting order, but I think all
of the Lady Bobcats will
have a chance to contribute,
and I think for the most
part we're going to be pretty
balanced,” Ragsdale ex-
pressed.

Pitching is always im-
portant in softball and Or-

LCM softhall ...

Only one senior was lost
to graduation last year for
Little Cypress Mauriceville.
The rest of the Lady Bears
return from that first place
team of last season.

There are two top notch
pitchers in Ella Stephenson
and Tessa Erickson who
will be throwing in the cir-
cle for the Lady Bears. The
catching corps is experi-
enced too with Lexis Moss
and Jillian Brown both
back. Keylie Washburn re-
turns at third, Eden Frenzel
covers the hole at shortstop
again, and Jacelyn Cook
continues at second to give
LCM a solid infield.

Adkins has an outfield
that is A+ with Ava Wright,
Ava White, Abby Sepulva-
do, Alex Pinder, and Asia
Woodson. Adkins admit-
ted, “I have a really good
team coming back, and I'm
looking forward to seeing
what they can do.”

Two  freshmen have
looked good enough for the
coach to consider playing
them on the varsity this
season.  Kinsley Doucet
plays third, catches, and
can be used in a utility role
just about anywhere on the
field.

Kendall Jones is the other
freshman who will see
more time now that the
Lady Bear basketball sea-
son is over. Jones is a fast
running left handed hitter
like Eden Frenzel that will
play in the outfield and
could possibly be behind
the plate as a catcher. “She’s
speedy and can put the bat
on the ball,” Adkins added.

First base is the one posi-
tion that does not have a re-
turning starter for Little
Cypress Mauriceville. Ad-
kins explained, “I'll proba-
bly move Ava White from
the outfield to first every
once and awhile. Ella Ste-
phenson will play first, Tes-
sa will play first. We're go-
ing to have a rotating crew
over there at first. We'll
figure it out, but that’s the
one hole I needed to fill this

year.”
There should be nine
batters swinging good

sticks in the Lady Bear line-
up. The difficulty for the
coach may be figuring out
which position in the bat-
ting order to put each one
of them.

Eden Frenzel should get
on base to get the offense
started at the top of the bat-
ting order. Lexis Moss is
expected to be a leader of-
fensively for LCM with her
homerun power. Tessa Er-
ickson, Keylie Washburn,
Jacelyn Cook, and Ava
Wright all have the poten-
tial to do some damage at
the plate with the long ball
according to Adkins.

Pitching is a prime com-
ponent for any good soft-
ball team. Little Cypress
Mauriceville has two good
pitchers to call upon in the
circle. Ella Stephenson is a
junior with already two
years on the varsity and be-
gins the season as the num-
ber one pitcher in the circle
for the Lady Bears. Adkins

praised, “Ella has worked
hard all summer and off
season to get some more
speed on the ball, and her
spin looks really great as
well. The ball moves really
well. She had some great
games last year in the dis-
trict and in the playoffs,
and I think she’s matured a
lot since last year.”

Another good arm for
Little Cypress Mauriceville
is Tessa Erickson who is
just a sophomore and saw a
lot of innings in the circle
as a freshman as the num-
ber two starter behind Ste-
phenson. Erickson can put

G

some fire on the ball, hit
her spots very well, and still
have movement on her
pitches.

In preparation for the al-
ways difficult district com-
petition LCM has a hard
tournament schedule to
start the season that Coach
Adkins has setup for the
team. Goose Creek is first,
then the Lady Bears travel
to Sweeney, and followed by
a new tournament they will
go to in Franklin should
show the Lady Bears some
teams they might see in the
second round of the play-

offs.

angefield made it to the
fourth round of the playoffs
last year with outstanding
pitching from Abigail Cur-
phey. More of the same will
be needed this season if the
Lady Bobcats are to repeat
that success.

Coach Ragsdale is hoping
to have some depth this
year in the circle. Three
Lady Bobcats Abigail Cur-
phey, Charlee Sanches, and
Alysen Vincent are all see-
ing time during the scrim-
mages.

Curphey had knee sur-
gery in December and is
still working herself back
into full shape to handle the
responsibility as the num-
ber one starter. Abigail an-
swered some of Coach
Ragsdale’s questions about
her stamina with a nine in-
ning complete game outing
in a 4-1 win over Jasper on
February 13.

Sanches should get more

innings than she did after
throwing during several
varsity games last year.
Ragsdale stipulated, “I hav-
en't really decided what
were going to do yet. I
don’t know if were going to
work by committee or what
the plan is going to be, but I
do anticipate using all three
throughout the season. I
especially want to get Char-
lee some more innings be-
cause her being a sopho-
more and losing Curphey at
the end of this season it
looks like Charlee will be
our ace in a year so definite-
ly working to get her into
that role as well.”

Just getting to the play-
offs is no easy trip around
the diamond in Orange-
field’s district. The Lady
Bobcats have tough district
opposition in Kountze,
Anahuac, Buna, and Kir-
byville.

Coach Ragsdale said after

winning the district and
getting as far in the playoffs
as the Orangefield Lady
Bobcats did last year she
has a new found apprecia-
tion for teams that can con-
sistently do it year after
year. She stated the fact
that it is incredibly difficult
to repeat last year’s perfor-
mance.

“It’s going to take a lot of
hard work. Last year the
girls worked their tails off.
We had a lot of things go
our way, and we joked we’d
rather be lucky than good
and sometimes we had luck
that went our way too. It
was like a Cinderella story,
a fairy tale story book, but
absolutely that’s the expec-
tation again, and with re-
turning so many girls and
just having the knowledge
and experience that we do
now I think anything less
than a district champion-
ship a disappointment.

Heads Up
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Constable Pct. 2

® Assisting in trespass/property disputes

Let’s KEEP Jeremiah Gunter

as Constable of Precinct 2!

He has worked hard and will continue
to answer the call of the citizens by:

® Targeting those that sell tobacco to minors
® Enforcing school bus loading and unloading violations

® Implementing a community service program to remove
litter in Orange County

® Responding to neighborhood speeding/traffic violations

Jeremiah is the most qualified candidate,
he has more years of CURRENT service, and has obtained

a Master Peace Officer Certification which gives him
a higher level of training than any other candidate!

Early Voting Begins February 20th
Vote for Number 3 on the Ballot

Pol. Adv. Paid for by Jeremiah Gunter Campaign
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Bridge City softhall ...

like she did last season.

Cambree LaComb will
pitch when Carson Fall is
not throwing. “Cambree
will also play both corners
for me, and honestly I might
stick her in the outfield, I
might stick her on second
or where ever I need to put
her,” Bradley added.

Anna Autrey will go into
left field and third mostly,
but Anna can play any of
the outfield positions when
needed. Behind the plate is
Haley Munoz who was
all-district there last sea-
son, but is another Cardinal
that can play at first or third
base if needed.

A leader for the Cardinals
will be Nicole Sasser having
finished being a star with
the girls basketball team.
“We expect Nicole to come
in and fill her spot in cen-
terfield, it’s pretty hard to
take that kid out of that
spot because she covers
most of the outfield for us.
We are also really looking
for her to carry a spot in the
lineup. She always has been
very clutch, she’s always
made things happen, and
her speed on the bags is un-
matchable. We've missed
Nicole in preseason because
she was playing basketball,
but I do expect big things
from her,” Bradley praised.

There are some new Car-
dinals playing at the varsity
level this season. One of
the newcomers sophomore
Gabby Moore traveled with
the varsity a lot last year but
will see much more time on
the field this season. Moore
has been doing a great job
in the outfield during the
preseason.

Two freshmen Jensyn
Yeaman and Jada Juneau
are expected to stick with
the Bridge City varsity.
Bradley indicated, “They
both will contribute a lot,
especially the deeper we get
into the season. They will
run some bases for me, they

both can throw, and both
girls can play infield or out-
field. Right now the way
our lineup is looking they’re
getting more outfield time,
but they’re going to make a
difference for our team no
matter where they are.”

Two other girls Kennadee
Sheffield and Cheyenne
Mendoza were mainly ju-
nior varsity players last year
will be used as pinch hitters
with the varsity this season.
Not to be excluded is Kay-
lynne Christian as another
catcher for the Cardinals.

An early focus for Coach
Bradley has been on hitting
because she wants the
Bridge City bats to support
the Cardinal pitchers. Two
of the better hitters for the
Cardinals are pitchers Car-
son Fall and Cambree La-
Comb.

During the preseason
Anna Autrey has been hit-
ting very well. Haley Mu-
noz made a huge impact last
year so she is expected to
follow up with another big
season swinging the bat.

“We're also working on a
lot of small ball aspects just
because sometimes we
might run into a tough
pitcher where big swings
may not be connecting. We
might need to shorten it up,
and we might just need to
make something happen.
I'm pretty confident in the
bats of the whole team, but
the Cardinals have been
working on shortening up,
putting the ball in play,
making something happen,
driving the ball into the
ground, putting a bunt
down, and things like that.
I am confident we’ll hit the
ball hard, but I'm also very
confident that if we do run
into a wall that we're going
to make something hap-
pen,” Bradley emphasized.

Bridge City made a great
run in the playoffs two
years ago with Carson Fall
throwing outstandingly in

the circle. Carson was in-
jured missing the end of the
district schedule and the
one playoff game last sea-
son for the Cardinals.
Bradley is excited to have
Fall back ready to throw
like she did in 2022. Brad-
ley elaborated, “Last year
was hard for Carson not
just physically being hurt
but mentally not being able
to be out there I know took
a toll on her. Having her
back is great the girls really

fall in behind her. I speak
frequently how much of a
leader she is and having her
on the mound makes a big
difference for us.”

Fall is throwing well ac-
cording to the coach. Car-
son and Coach Bradley are
learning each other which
will help the coach call
pitches, and Fall is sharing
her preferences on what
pitches she likes to throw to
certain batters and in vari-
ous situations.

“You can’t have com-
plaints about a kid like Car-
son. She’s going to go out,
she’s going to throw her

best game every time, and
whatever she can do she’s
going to do it,” Bradley ex-
pressed.

Behind Fall is Cambree
LaComb who is also a force
in the circle after being
called on as a freshman last
season to replace the pitch-
ing ace after her injury.
Bradley analyzed, “Cam-
bree is also throwing well,
and every time she steps in
the circle I'm impressed
with her.”

Expectations are high for
Bridge City softball this
season. “We should defi-
nitely go further than we

did last year. Your goal is
always to be better than last
year, but I strongly believe
we have a group that can
make a run for Austin. My
expectation is every time
we step foot on the field we
have a goal to do something
better than we did the last
game. We have baby step
expectations, and then we
have that big expectation at
the end, and hopefully if we
do all those little things and
we continue to work hard
through the season we will
find ourselves meeting that
post season expectation,”
Bradley concluded.

* + * *
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42 Year Veteran Law Enforcement Officer

24 Years Uniform Patrol Officer
6 Years Criminal Investigator-Homicide
8 Years Sgt.- Patrol and Criminal Investigations
6 Years Lt.- 2" and 3" Watch Commander

10 Year S.W.A.T Operator-Sniper/Hard Assault

10 Year Rescue Squad Member
5 Years Narcotics Agent

Texas Master Peace Officer
FBI/LEEDA Trilogy Award Recipient
FBI/La POST Certified Firearms Instructor
Tx 1T.C.O.L.E. Firearms Instructor
Life Member NRA-Patriot

Life Member Nat’l Sporting Clays Assoc.

I am Lt. Ron Dischler, candidate for Orange County Sheriff. When it comes to Leadership and Professionalism,
nothing takes the place of the actual hands-on experience and training. With over 42 years of Law Enforcement
experience, | have served in all aspects of Law Enforcement. Moving Orange County Sheriff’s Department
further into the future is top priority by utilizing the most modern Techniques, Technology and Equipment.

[ repectfully ask for your vote March 5th. I am “Number 1" on the Ballot.
Early Voting starts Feb, 20th.

Servant Leadership, Excellence in Policing, Professional Service with utmost integrity & quality
to provide the best Safety & Protection available for the Citizens of Orange County Texas

Political Ad Paid for by Campaign to Elect Ron Dischler, Karen Fisher -Treasurer
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The Brave Mother of Men

Abigail Dodds
desirningGod.org

During our family’s first
time through Andrew Pe-
terson’s four-book series
The Wingfeather Saga, I
found myself carefully
paying attention to one
person more than any oth-
er: Nia Wingfeather. By
the time we were reread-
ing the series for the third
and fourth times, I had to
resist the urge to take
notes on this courageous
and queenly (albeit imper-
fect) mother. Her woman-
ly valor, her fearless sacri-
fices, and her ability to
bring out the best in men
have spurred me on in my
own callings as wife and
mother.

Bravery in
the Kitchen

For the uninitiated, Pe-
terson’s saga traces the
unforgettable Wingfeath-
er family, particularly the
three children, as they run
from the Fangs of Dang,
from the Overseer of the
Fork Factory, and worst of
all, from Gnag the Name-
less.

We get one early glimpse
of Nia’s savvy courage
when she is faced with the
capture of her son by the
wicked Fangs of Dang —
cursed creatures, men
who have willingly been
transformed into wretch-
ed beasts. In their twisted
existence, their appetites
are insatiable, but not for
good food, only for all that
is rotting and putrid. Nia

negotiates the release of
her son: “I told him I could
cook the finest maggotloaf
in the four seas and that if

he let you go, I'd cook it for
him every third day of the
week once the meat had
plenty of time to fester”
(On the Edge of the Dark
Sea of Darkness, 68).

Her quick thinking re-
minds me of women like
Jael, who lures her enemy
in, gives him milk, and
covers him with a blanket
before crushing him — or
Abigail, who  brings
enough food for an army,
accompanied by her own
gracious words, to calm
David and divert him from
violence. Nia, though fic-
tional, shows us a particu-
larly feminine kind of
think-on-your-feet brav-
ery. She acts on behalf of
her child, but she does not
confront danger directly
(for she would have surely
lost); instead, she comes at
the problem creatively.
She proceeds to make the
aforementioned maggot-
loaf to satiate the appetite
and the anger of the Fangs.

This type of feminine
bravery is quite different

from the bossy, brash,
beat-up-the-boys counter-
feit we see in so many
movies today. Nia is a
brave woman — not a
manly woman — and she
solves problems accord-

ingly.

Fearless
in Sacrifice

Later in the saga, Nia’s
second son has undergone
the same sort of horrible
transformation that the
Fangs had. He is a beast,
but still a boy. With her
husband assumed dead,
her life centers on helping
her son become the man
he should be, despite this
irreversible change. When
the people of the Hollows
wish to cast her son out,
she invokes Turalay, the
law of pardon in the Green
Hollows, and is warned,
“You hold your life forfeit
for his, and should he
break the life laws of the
Green Hollows, from this
day forward, it is not only
his blood that will be shed,
but yours” (The Monster
in the Hollows, 67-68)

On the surface, we may
think she is confident sim-
ply that her son will some-
how overcome his beastly
reality, that she knows all
will be well. But Nia’s trust
is deeper. She trusts her
Maker, even if her son
were to do the unthink-
able and break the life laws
of the Hollows. She binds
her fate to her son because
she trusts her Maker’s
purposes and does not
fear death. And in tying
her life to his, she
strengthens his  weak
frame and plants seeds of
hope in his heart.

Multiplying
the Courage
of Men

If there is one visceral
driving force in mothers,
it is the desire to nurture
and protect. This natural,
God-given instinct, how-
ever, can give way to fear-
soaked  overprotection.
“Safety first!” can under-
gird almost every decision
mothers make. Nia, how-
ever, taps into a rare femi-

nine virtue — the cheerful
willingness to forsake
safety now for the better

ope of raising coura-
geous future men.

As Nia’s oldest son nears
his thirteenth birthday, he
approaches a rite of pas-
sage for boys called the
“blindplop.” After being
stuffed full of food on his
birthday, he is left alone,
deep in the woods, in the
middle of the night. His
guild master leaves him
his pack and a letter say-
ing,

No one is watching over
you, ready to rescue you as
soon as things get diffi-
cult.... That means youre
on your own. Of course, if
you don’t show up at Ban
Rona for a week or so, we’'ll
send out a search party to
bring you home, though
there probably won’t be
much of you left. Your
mother grew up here; she
knows how it works, and
she’s given me her full per-
mission. I expected to
have to talk her into the
blindplop, but she agreed
without hesitation. That
should make you feel some
pride, boy. (The Warden
and the Wolf King, 20)

A mother’s willing re-
lease can put steel in the
spine of young men. When
a mother confidently
blesses her son’s launch
into the world — whether
in small matters, like per-
severing in hard work, or
in large changes, like mov-
ing far away, independent
of her — her blessing is
like a current of wind that
pushes his sails farther
and faster and straighter
than he would have other-
wise gone. But when
mothers coddle and hover,
doing all they can to keep
sons from any whiff of

danger or failure or pain,
they nurture vice rather
than virtue.

Strong Men
and Their

Fearless Wives

Yet it isn’t just sons who
are bolstered by the ap-
propriate confidence of
their mothers. Husbands,
too, can be inspired by the
trust and assurance of
their wives. Nia’s husband,
Esben, is mortally wound-
ed after a heroic effort to
stand between the Fangs
and his family. Yet even as
his blood pools around
him, and he begins to sink
to the ground, she issues
an urgent but steadfast re-
minder not to give in to
death — not yet. “Our
children need you, my
king” (The Monster in the
Hollows, 332). And he
rouses himself once more
to do what seemed impos-
sible, to do what she could
not do — to rescue their
children from the enemy
at the cost of his life. Her
words beckon his courage.

A woman’s respect mul-
tiplies the courage of men,
not with manipulation or
fear, but with loyalty,
hope, and abiding trust.
To be a woman of valor is
to be a woman who is free
— free from the chains of
fear because her security
is fixed in her Maker. And
it is free, fearless women
who are best equipped to
call forth and inspire the
masculine strength and
courage of Christ in the
godly men around them.
The world desperately
needs such men — and
such women.

Wesley United
i Methodist Church

401 M. 37th 5t., Orange (409) 886-7276

Open Hearts, Open Minds, Open Doors.
Pastor Benny Smith and wife Iberia

Join Us For Sunday Service at 11 AM
Also Streamed Live On Facebook

The Record
Church Page Listings
Just $10.00 Per Week

Cowboy Church of Orange County

Anointed Ministry with Pastor Harland Strother
Sundays at 9 and 10:30 a.m.
Plus rockin’ Gospel music by Cowboy Cross Band
673 FM 1078, Orange
409-920-2271
youtube.com/c/cowboychurchoforangecounty

Bethel Baptist Church
2906 Western Ave. * Orange

Pastor Dr. Hershell Garner

(409 782 5352)

Opportunities for Worship and Fellowship
Sunday School...9:30am Worship 10 :30 am

Starlight
Church of God in Christ

2800 Bob Hall Road « Orange « 886-4366
Pastor: Ernest B Lindsey

Sunday School 9:30 a.m. Worship 11 a.m, and 7 p.m.
Wed. Bible Study - 6 p.m. Worship 7:30 p.m. VIM Youth 6 p.m.
Intercessory Praver Daily 9:00 a,m,
www.sleogicorange.org

Triangle Baptist Church

6446 Garrison at Hwy. 408 Orangefield
“Come Worship With Us”
409-920-3891

Sunday School 10 a.m. Worship Service 11 a.m.
Sunday Evening Service 6 p.m.
Wednesday Service 7 p.m.

We are a K]V independent Baptist Church

Living Word Cburch
Pray For fhe Sick & Cast Oﬁt Demons

7403 FM 1006 (Corner of 87 & FM1006)
409-735-6659
COME WORSHIP WITH US
Sunday 10 A.M. & Thursday 6 P.M.
Dr. Rev. Samuel Karunanithi - Pastor
Rev. Ron Richardson, Co-Pastor

200 W. Roundbunch
735-3581

www.fbcbeorg
Sunday schedule: Bible study %:15 a.m.,
Sunday worship: 10:30 2.m.,
Adult, Youth, Children
Dhiscipleship Classes, Sun., 5:30 po.
Wednesday Schedule 6:30 p.m,
Prayer Meeling
Youth & Children's Activitics
Pastor: Keith Royal

”Firsl
plist
Church

Bridge City, Texas

Winfree Baptist Church
19525 Hwy 62 S » 409-735-7181

office@winfreebaptist.org
Dr. Larry Haynes, Interim Pastor
Sunday:
Sunday School - 9:15 am
Morning Worship - 10:30 am
Wednesday:

Mid-Week Service - 6:00 pm
Prayer Meeting/Bible Study

Commilted. . .To Christ, To His Word, To His Church, To His Commission

Patronize “The Record’ Church Sponsors

Become A Sponsor And List Your Business Here To Support Local Church News

Church Directory

First United Methodist Church Orange
502 Sixth Street 886-7466

10:00 A.M. - BLENDED SERVICE IN THE SANCTUARY
All of our sarvices afe also available premiared on:

Facabook at 800 a.m. (rtips:fwww. facabook. comFUMCOrangaT X)

OF Cnilneg N U Wirmeg |'EgB and YouTubs,
SUNDAY SCHOOL FOR ALL AGES 9:00 A.M.
www.fumcorange.org
Pastor: Rev. Lani Rousseau
Director of Music and Fine Arts: Caroline Dennis

“In the world you will have
tribulation. But take heart; 1
have overcome the world.”

John16:33

GOOD SHEPHERD
LUTHERAN CHURCH

945 W, Roundbunch « Bridge City » 409-735-4573

Worship Services: Tradition 9 a.m., Sunday School 10:15 a.m., Contempo-
rary Service 11 a.m., Tuesday Bible Study 10 a,m., Wednesday ‘Compas-
sionate Friends' 10 a.m., Thursday Bible Study 10:00 a.m.

Pastor Paul Zoch 409.988.3003 - golutheran.org
Our church family invites you o join us,

Weare a [riendly, caring church of the fulure.

Orange County
Community News

In Print & Online

Opein

[=]:F

TRINITY BAPTIST CHURCH
ORANGE

1819 16th Street « Orange « 886-1333

We Welcome You To Join Us,
Sunday Morning Worship 11 a.m.
Sunda}r School 9:45 a.m. Nursury Provided

Jeremiah 29:11-13

“For I know the plans I have for you, declares the
Lord, plans for welfare[a] and not for evil,
to give you a future and a hope. 12 Then you will call
upon me and come and pray to me, and I will hear
you. 13 You will seek me and find me,
when you seek me with all your heart”

LIKE NEW
AUTOMOTIVE

COLLISION SPECIALIST

Cove Baptist Church

1005 Dupont St. * Orange

DARRYL SMITH, PASTOR
Sunday Service: 10:30 am and 6pm
Wedpesday Service: 6 pm
We Love You And God Loves You.
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THE RECORD
Community

Your ads published in both newspapers,
the County Record & the Penny Record,
plus on our web site @ TheRecordLive.com

* Just $10 for a 30 word ad in both papers and on the web
* Classified Newspaper Deadline: Mondays @ 5 pm
* You can submit your ad ANYTIME @ TheRecordLive.com

Classifieds
409¢886°7183

Penny Record & County Record Offices now located at:
333 West Roundbunch, Bridge City, 77611

NOTE: Offices closed on Wednesday

W. Bush ter low 41. Vomitin
HELP WANTED g
APPLIANCES _ LEGAL N TIC 42. Nicki Minaj’s 13. Like hot lava 28. “Bravo! Bravo!” 44. Pressed bever-
HARRY’S APPLI- The three properties, the first genre 14. Short and plump  e.g. age
ANCES - Used ap- ”ELP gommonIyTl)((no;N?n azs 1730 Bassett,| 43 Reusable paint-  19. Endow 29. Online reviews 46. Tap house
pliances starting at range, 632, the second ing pattern 22. *WW2 Pres. 32. Delivered by a 48. TV  classid
$99.95, 302 10th. St WANTED commonly known as 7125 W. Windyl c"q, . oq songs 23. *Thomas Jeffer- mare “ ’s Heroes”
T A Lane, Orange, TX 77630, and the third ’ ’ . . T
(10th. & main) Or- FULL TIME & 47. Horse control son was his VP 33. Hole punching 49. Egg parts
commonly known as 3396 Martha Dr., . « ”
ange, We also buy PART TIME o 48. Laughing preda-  24. “Thesaurus” au- tool 50. Past tense of
. GROCERY range, TX 77632 are scheduled to be B . :
used appliances, Call sold at public foreclosure auction on| tr thor 36. *ak.a. Old Kin-  chide
or come by 409-886- STOCKERS P 50. Gunk 25. Cut it out derhook 51. Sand trap tool
111 GROCERY 03/05/2024 at 01:00 PM or no later -t : , : P
. CHECKERS DELI than 3 hours thereafter at the back 52: "N‘obgl Peace 26. Sound on Old 38. Damsh money 52. Ill-mannered
WORKERS door of the Courthouse in Orange| Prize winning pres- MacDonald’s farm 40. Intelligent hu- 53. Albany-Buffalg
FOR RENT APPLY IN County’ Texas. If the preceding area ident ) ) 27. Annoy a bedfel- mor canal
. PERSON ONLY is no longer the designated area, the| 56. Social media
For Rent: 3 BR /2 CAI\][(I)JSPE&&%E, sale will be held at the area most| button CROSSWORD
BA  Manufactured : recently designated by the Orange| 57 Tangerine-
hom?' covered K-DAN”S County commissioner’s court. The| grapefruit hybrid
parking and 10x16 | o rpto oo Substitute Trustee will be Margie| 58. Greek god of
covered deck. This 9604 FM 105 Allen, Angie Brooks, Kyle Barclay,| love
is a 55 yr of age or DANNY’S SUPER Tommy Jackson, Keata Smith,] 59 Cautious gam-
older community. 2 FOODS Stephanie Hernandez, Selim TaherQ] pler
available $850 and 2003 Western zadeh, or Michael Linke, any to act.| 0. Trousers
$950. 409-504-9296 The winning bidder buys “as is” and| ¢ Baltic capital
must pay at the auction with certified| 5 portin Yemen
Fnath’ rlgi)tr(;lhen’ll\clllll’lll— STATEPOINT nonconsecutive 64. Not ever, poeti-
g 5 ’ hg CROSSWORD presidential terms cally
oom 20penpore [ TRACTOR 50 JEK and Rk
erled carport. stor- THEME: relationship, abbr. DOWN
e building. fenced | WORK U.S. PRESIDENTS  21. Foreword
back yard., Please . 22.]. Edgar Hoover 1. Campus drillers
call 409-238-5493. + Bush Hogging ACROSS Building org. 2. One on a pedestal
« Water 23. Pac-Man venue 3. Golfer’s warning
Small RV for rent 1. Falling out 26.Long and adven- 4. “Jeopardy” ques-
$725.00 all bills ¢ Dirt & Shell 5. Bottle top turous journey tion, e.g.
paid in Bridge City. 8. Door fastener 30. Rudolph’s Cla- 5. Closet wood
Call 409—272—4166 + Sewer 12. Shoe emana- rice, e.g. 6.____acid P —————
| . ? . . _ rs {+14]
. 6 14. Home to Bucca-  34.Is it enough? 8. *President who —
+ Digging Services heers 35. Jalisco plant spent th;ef' shortest {.[}”S“ mer
RV Space avail- 15. Actress Spelling  37. As opposed to time in office | n ar
able. Hpigh and dry, LOCAL 16. Thor’s father rent 9. Orator’s stand {Jtllllldl
private property off  |409-670-2040 17. Kidman’s hus- 38. Grassy mound 10. Pampering es- 988

Hwy 87 N. $350 for
30 amp, $400 for 50
amp. Price includes

Garage Sale at 401
Henry Street in
Bridge City on Fri.,

Dishes, comforters,
adult clothes, com-

more.

band
18. *He served two

39. Flat-top hill
40. *W in George H.

tablishments
11. J.M. Barrie’s Pe-

© KtatePoant Media

- PUBLIC NOTICES -

- ANNIVERSARIES -

water, sewer and * LEGAL NOTICES - FOR SALE .
weet Creations, cte
409-779-1492 . WEDDINGS - Call with 3 .
. . - s 3 ., R ™, . . it i
QLTI | ovessuts:f | your items Gifts e Candles ® Candy e Flowers
ease call us at: .
Cemetery P!ots for 409-886-7183 to list.
Sale, Hillcrest .
Memorial Gardens orEmail us at: American
Bridge City Tx. Lot .
200, Blk B, Space news@ Leglon Post 49
3-4, Last Supper therecordlive.com| 1109.886-1241
Garden, 2-spaces OR
$5,500.00. Please ads@ Hall Rental
call 281-806-1832 . Py
Ithe recordllve.coml
DOGS FOR SALE NOTICE: Vehicle stored at 1
Gilbeaux’s Towing and I
Darling tiny toy Visit us at a5,
poodle puppies for Orange, TX 77630
sale. 1 black male. therecordlive.com PH (409) 886-0007
1 white female, 10 [Total charges cannot be computed|
weeks old. CKC reg- SCAN QR Code! until the vgehicle is claimed, s:)rage
iSteredy all ShOtS, harges will accrue daily until the]
groomed, Only 3 ehicle is released. Must demonstrate}
pounds when - = proof of ownership and pay curren
grown' $1800 eaCh. E E chargest:lcl:imvehiclem
409-504-8879. | =
in#6L57B9E625107
a.m. to m
| carace sace [N O Pt S ° * ° °

SO .

BUSINESS CARD LISTINGS

Contact us at ads@therecordlive.com or call at 4098867183

?r/g; 7& anslatt(')’ niiglz * LEGAL NOTICES - Residential & Commercial Cleaning HOME OF THE
Rain  or shine. - WEDDINGS - klin g INCREDIBLE GARDEN

PLANT STANDS & HANGERS

puters kitchen Please call us at: : Open: Mon-Sat 9 AM to 5 PM
cabinets, elliptical,

desks,et hamlr)lzocck, 409 ‘ 886 ° 7183 ‘c L EA" lNG SFRUI B E . . .

wine rack, much | Email at: news@therecordlive.com 40 9 * 88 6 * 1 6 30 35 1 5 I'VI{} Ck] ngbll_"d " Sul te A

ORANGE'S OLDES

:Ii.;llll'\::;hél‘ II:I. W N APPLIA
HARRY’S
APPLIANCE & SERVICE, INC.

« FREEZERS « DISHWASHERS

1963

NCE D

“LER

COASTAL

_ Lawpscare Services
Landscaping-Lawn Maintenance

= Trae FI emoval

+ General Landscapes
= Tropical Landscapes
= Spring/Fall Clean Ups
» Lavmn Maintenance

= Palm Trees Installed
* Grass Installation

Stakes Electric

COMMERCIAL « RESIDENTIAL
OLID HOMES « LED UPGRADES
ALLUNDERGROUND

« REFRIGERATORS « WASHERS & DRYERS
« RAMNGES « AIR CONDITIOMERS
We sell parts for all major brands - We service what we sell!

FREE LOCAL 4[}9'886,41 11 302 10th St

DELIVERY Orange

+ i Yard Loads Deliversd

409-734-2070 7zt vun.

Quality Landscaping Mix
At Affordable Prices *Driveway Materials

2899 W. Roundbunch Orange Tx

409-749- 4873

Licensed
Customer: #25151 Master: #14161

. . . ) ) T
- Mobile Home Lots Res:dennaf& Commercial Cleaning Col I'L f
: RV’s Welcome ‘-;'}]” rf‘ If”g 9; ﬁn.!gw L..! e
S ecou P ~ "; 8 d‘ =S
Bayou Pines JANOIS GRIZZAFFI
Huhll-u*}:lum-'{:u|1||1|.||||.ll1_,- m LL -ﬁf'lﬂr'l' {:‘I'I'IFJ.F:“F:H ﬂ:-‘ffﬁik
www.bayou-pines.com CLEANING SERVICE © 409.888.3371

Providing benefits
employees want for
"pucted

409-886-1630

3515 Mockingbird, Suite D, Finehurst

19603 Hwy 62S.  Orange, TX 77630
(409)203+5952

lifa's un
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Bobby Smith for Shenift 2024

THE ONLY CANDIDATE WITH ALL OF THE QUALIFICATIONS TO
REBUILD THE ORANGE COUNTY SHERIFF’S OFFICE

Bobby’s vision is to make the
Orange County Sheriff's Office a
premier law enforcement agency by:

6}) Restoring confidence within all ranks of the Sheriff"s Office through honest,
respectful, and two-way communications
creating a trusting, healthy, and more productive work environment.

@ﬂb Improving day to day, internal operations of the SherifT's Office.

@ma Restoring relationships with ALL law enforcement partners. Inter-Agency Bobby Smith and family
communication and cooperation is vital to the

&: Rebuilding the Narcotics Division to encompass all aspects of
safety of the entire county.

narcotics enforcement within the neighborhoods
throughout ALL areas of Orange County.

@'}; Re-instating vital programs such as the Homicide Investigations Team, the

Multi-Agency SWAT Team, and the Highway Criminal Interdiction Team. & Restoring relationships with ALL law enforcement partners

g?’}) Restoring essential communication with the Orange County
District Attorney’s Office. This will increase the efficiency of
the investigation, case preparation, prosecution, conviction, and
providing dispositions for crime victims.

“I consider Bobby Smith to be one of the top law
enforcement
professionals In the country.

His honesty, Integrity, experience and training
sets him apart from all other candidates.”
John Kimbrough,

Orange County District Attorney

ggg:} Assessing Law Enforcement services for area schools, churches,

and businesses to better assist and enhance their
security.

“When | first met Bobby, who was a
Highway Patrolman at the time, you
realized real quick Bobby is a professional

with a deep desire to provide the best Law
Enforcement services."

ﬂ@; Working closely with the Sheriff’s staff and Commissioner’s Court
Keith Merritt, Orange County Sheriff (RET)

on budgetary issues, including the Federal Asset
Forfeiture Funds, to be fiscally responsible within the guidelines of

“During our time working together | found state and federal law.

Bobby to be a man of integrity and truth.
He always held strongly to moral and
ethical principles and values. He was then
and is now a man of integrity.”

John Tarver Chief Deputy Orange County
Sheriff's Office (RET)

Bobby Smith is dedicated to the core values of
professionalism, integrity, accountability, excellence, and
teamwork.

Bobby Smith, Texas Ranger Major (RET.)  His education, training and experience has given him the

ability to stand out amongst other candidates.

Community members and local organizations supporting Retired Texas Ranger Bobby
Smith for Orange County Sheriff 2024 are prepared to work hand-in-hand to ensure the
safety of Orange County, with an array of endorsements as of press time Including:

Sabine Area Central Labor Council AFL-CIO . John Kimbrough - Orange County District Attorney
West Orange Municipal Police Officers Association « John Banken - Former Orange County Commissioner Pct.
Orange County Freedom Caucus 3/Former Bridge City Mayor

Keith Merritt - Orange County Sheriff (RET) Buster Ascol |

Mike White - Orange County Sheriff (RET) Jeff Mathews - AD/Head Coach Vidor ISD (RET)

, , Cornell Thompson - AD/Head Coach West Orange-Stark ISD
John Tarver - Chief Deputy Orange County Sheriff's (RET)

Office (RET) Sam Kittrell - Chief of Police (RET)

Dennis Marlow - Captain Orange County Sheriff's Richard Howard - Sergeant Texas Department of Public
Office (RET) Safety (RET)

Tommy Smith - Captain Orange County Sheriff's Janois Strause Grizzaffi - Orange County Sheriff's Office
Office (RET) (RET)

Flo Edgerly - Justice of the Peace Pct. 3 (RET) JKE:I'_IHH‘#;:E'E:SEH

Mark Philpott - Constable Pct. 3 (RET)

2 ¥ . o Kenny Pigg
Babette Philpott - Former Bridge City Municipal Court Gary Hinton - Texas DPS Trooper and Investigator, Orange

Judge County Sheriff's Office (RET)
Dean Crooks Jason DeMontmollin
BoJack Davis Cliff Hargrave

Bobby Smith is a Proven Leader:

LAW ENFORCEMENT CERTIFICATIONS TRAINING EDUCATION
EXPERIENCE + Master Texas Peace Officer + Advanced 4th Amendment + MeNeese State University
. ‘Texas Department of Public Safety - * Advanced Crime Scene Investigations « Crime Scene Reconstruction + Texas Department of Public Safety Law
Chairman Use of Force Board « Advanced Incident Command and General  + Tactical Fircarms Enforcement Academy
. Texas Highway Patrol Command Staff « Arrest, Search, and Seirure « Force Science Institute
« Texas Hil:hnru;' Patrol Sergeant « Foree Science Analyst « Stress Management « FBI National Academy
.+ Texas Ranger + T.C.O.LE. Iistructor + Interview and Interrogation
+ Texas Ranger Licutenant » Fircarms Instructor » Supervision and Management
+ Texas Ranger Captain « Critical Incident Response + Blood Stain P:t!cm_lnh:rpn.'latmu
+ Texas Ranger Major » SWAT Command Staff « Homicide Investigation
N « Crisis Negotiations + Advanced Homicide Investigation
o + Stutement Analvsis Investigating Deception
Eobby Smith with Lefty Block, . - ) ¥ )
Sr. Ranger Captain and Ea rlyI vutlng Begl ns + Intermediate and Advanced Incident TEXAS RANGER MAJOR (RET))
Orangefield Native. Command
+ Accident Investigation
February 20! Accident Investigati

+ Advanced Accident Investigation

VOTE v #3 on the ballot!

Paid for by Bobby Smith Campaign. Keith Merritt, Treasurer.



